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shorﬂy prior. to mdepe

. : 'l'o’ Keny in
. ndence. Brlhsh |mper|alrsm_ hope e
. of 'kulaks' which would act as a buffer between fitself. and :

. rished peasants; at the very worst, 'it calculated, this stratum. would ‘. acfas’li drag_s\ _

on revolutionary. change even if mdpendente had 1o be granted. - This view was . k
well expressied by a'leading member of the- EastAfricanSection o f'th'e London. - .-

" Chamber of ‘Commerce, in a speech in;London:
his belief that the. changes being wrougb‘l‘ in: Kenya]by the' land: consohdahon and

“January’

1961, when he. declared

reseftlement scheme ‘was "begmnmg to. create an- agnculfural ‘middle class< of-;;pqo

. Africans with a vested interest in. ordered progress.”” He. added that if time - could - wo
- be iamed for this change to’ spread 'there will be. thousands " of ‘Africans wrl‘h_ R
- much to |oose by pol' tical exl'remlsm. and 'l'herefore wrlh no sympafhy for .1- W

~ region,

But Jrhe development of mdlwd.JaI hﬂe to land among-
- Africans, while it will make possible the emergence of a

* srall class of better-off farmers is rapidl

its corollary, a growing army. of ®poor_and often land-

less peasantry, who crowd into the towns desperately :
~seeking work, or end up- doing seasonal work in’ the -
newly emerging . African farms. In Southern ‘Rhodesia, .
“for example, where Africans are being: settled on-indi--
.vidual ‘plots of six: acres un

der the Native Land Hus-

_ bandry Act,'Joshua Nkomo, President. of the Zimbabwe

African People s Union, has pointed out that while this .

is ostensibly intended fo produce a middle-class
* of small African zarmers. holdmg land in freéhold ins- -
.so: far, ifs main fesult ‘has been

land——prowdmg .

- Act

tead of communally . .

to force thousands of Afrlcans off the
a useful ﬂoa’r for- European en‘rerpnse

Thus all the late efforts of
1mper1ahsm to encourage in-

d1v1dua1 African - farmers P¢€
while 40,700 holdmgs, of more -

than 7. hectares .each; ‘totalled

growing ‘cash ‘crops for export

have produced new. problems

© . for the African people. A class

- come than the rest, and are-

. seen, the
‘ differentsation

differentiation . is  showing- it- .
~self markedly amongst the

peasantry . a small-richer
“ group hiving up at the: top.

‘and a mass of impoverished :

' peasants being created down
ied out
* covering 77,239 hectares. Even

more marked- 1s the growth

acres. Some 90,000 houscholds ‘

below. A survey-C
in Basutoland in 1950 among

160,500 households on hold-

ings of less .than 80 ‘acres,
showed almost ' 7 per cent

li?(ndless and a third living on-

ldings of less than four

- had 4 to 15 acres each, and at
the ‘top there were 6,740
households
. acres. Abcwe themﬂ*were a

. humber of ~chiefs’ posses&ngi

100-200 acres eech

In Noethern Rhodesra (now
Zambla) where, as we

taken by the white settlers,
among _ the
- ‘African - peas
taking place. A recent study
by A. D. Jones on ‘Farmers

o among the lPlatean Tonga’

-at~ Ibadan, July,
1964, on Social Classes and.
- Elites in Africa), reveals that
amiong_the 600 -African culti=
vators in this 100 square I miles
of maize producing territory,
‘15. are classified as ‘commer-
*.cial farmers’. These 15 have
more land, machinery, imple~
ments, labour. force, -and in-
- clearly a = scparate stratum.
Between themi they. own
‘maize .mills, 1 saw mill, 6
motor vehicles, 3- tractors, 1
" wind pump, 4 stores, 1 bakery

and 1 petrol :

- majning 585 culnvat:ors own |

't . only two maize mills between

Bl

tKema‘ndnmeoitheothcr
~items at all.

In her stady of the Gold

\ Coast cocoa farmers in 1954/5,

_Polly Hill, on the basis of an

‘analysis *carried -out ‘amongst

" - co-operative - societies in ten

) mcome

different’ cocoa regions, '€~
-vealed that 34 farmers reach-
ed a net annual intome from
cocoa of £500- each, 83 were
i the £200-499 range, 98 in

ther 542 “earning Jess ‘than
£100 140 of ‘the latter eammg:_
_ Jess than £50) Those in the

" £200-£500 group . accoun

for‘2040peroentofthetom1v

- income in most of the ten re-

glons, except in Shai ‘where-

thev ‘accounted - for - 56 .per -
cent, and -in Hwidiem: where

theveryblgfarms those with

incomes, Oover: £500, accounted | .

for 80 per: cent of the  total

“. place -since '’ then,"

sent avallable S

‘other terntones -An agncul-

{tural enqu mSenegal 1960-- - p
l’1961 w(llle;leythe ‘main. crop is - “the last nut land bolt’

ground nuts, shows 127 800

' holdmgs of less than two hec-'

tares ~each, totalllng only] 12
r cent of the cultivated land

43 per cent of the . cultivated

"land Right' at the botiom of
the scale vere 63,500 holdings
“of less than a: hectare covering -

32,535 hectares on whrch'
worked -134,500 people: and
at the top were 2.800 holdirigs
of more than .17.hectares each.

- coffee -and cocoa. “Here, ac-:

producing’

_says- Barbe, ‘which is able ‘to

a class of Afncan planters in
the. Ivory Coast. espeelally in

in the rich region of: Bongou-;
anou, 500 of ‘the richest plant-:
ers.‘possessing more than. 12

“hectares: of  cocoaand coffee
each, employing at least. five

‘wage: workers - ‘ach, ‘and. Te-

presenting about 7 per.cent of .
-the total ‘number of -planters,
- produce about:a quarter’ of

the. entire cocoa. and coffee

output of the’ regioh. ‘For the

whole.of the Ivory Coast “he~.
estimates -~ about = 8,000 - to
10,000 -planters, ownmg 10-12

“hectares ‘each, ‘and ‘employing
- at least f1ve wage  workers.
“Some 'of them, . mcludmg_f

Houphouet-Boigily, " political
leader - and President of the
Republic™ of the Ivory.Coast; -
own more than 100 hectares.”
It is this stratum of planters

acccumulate ‘sufficient capital ,

1o branch-out into commerce °
and transport .and thus estab- -
“lish an  African - bourgeoisie.
“This development has - been:

very rapid over the past de--

“cade.- The emergence of 10,000
better-off Afrlcan planters in:

“tors, owning 60
, _land " under _ cul ivation,
. cordmg ‘to: Raymond Barbe,

“previous colomal

“the - ‘market

- years| of imperia

Even in:a less developed
such

‘nuts, “a ‘third of |the proprie-

r cent of the

now ‘ employing- age - labour.

‘In - Cameroun, by’ 1957 fol-

lowing’ on..the lifting - of the
l‘eStrlCtIOIlS
.on’African. production .of cof-
fee. - there ' were

|

‘of planta- .

of - 100, 000 .CFA francs ‘each
in - that year—which ‘is ' well*

up to'the average in the Tvory

Coast. . A similar | development:
‘of differentiation| amongst ‘the
peasantry,. consequent on the

‘breakdown of the old commu--
“nal land system, | the drawmg

of the African co ntryside into
nomy, _the
change-over from . communal -
land-ownership to -individual -

“title and - from| ~subsistence

farming to- cash crops for ex-

- port,.can be seen in Uganda,

Kenya and ngema
'I’hus the effect “of srxty

t
tion ‘has .made lxs significant
changes in the face of African -

agriculture, Whrle elementary ;
forms of . feud

remam

_ » - Dahomey, -
""where the: main pIrop is palm- .

-are”

17, 500 ‘Afri- -
‘can coffee prod oers, owning
- 50-60,000" hectares
- tions,; and making an:average

-exploita- -

w1despread (expressed i th

Uganda, Northern " : Nigeria,
and Ethlopla etc),. ithe main

‘enemy. of the African’ peasant.

has been not the feudal land-

“owner but the imperialist, who

“has robbed him:of |his land,
_taxed him to, the hilt, ruined
'a,his _subsistence’ agrlculture li-

‘mited his" participation-in the. -

“production of cash crops, and

so forced him into wage labour -
in ‘Eurpoean: enterprises..

Even those who have |been able

to, break. through into the cash .

crop economy.and themselves

become : employers of African
‘labour, have ‘had to .contend
with the compentlon -of "the"
European farms  and - planta-.

tions and, even  more, ' with
the domination of the market
by 'thé- big imperialist- .mono-
polies which ;strive to pay.the

African producer the. lowest -
_ possible price - for ‘his cash
ccrops.” Alongside a stratum of
" arts and - crafts—these
-~ certainly be- carried forward
~and developed when the Afri-- ;"f

better-off African farmers and
- plantations owmers is a vast
army of poverty stricken and
'often landless peasants, .who

- are compelled to offer them- '

selves up as wage labour in

European | underta,kmgs and;.
mcreasmgly m the :past .ten
Afncan-owned_'.

years, - ‘on .
farms and enterpnses

power of the chief to allocate .. colonial: -

“land, to -expect _gifts, to; “de-;
: mand -labour, . to. oontrol “the
“native courts) and- are ‘'some--

“times - very. marked (as  in:

The . widespread | agranan

a,“ natural conseqnenee of
rnle, ‘has - been:
tp ‘some exmnt ‘concealed

- Communal ° land = ownership -
and subs:stence agnculture re- .

e possrblhtres for de,
.7 ~Moreover, on ‘the basis. of ! : this
- .*.-form - of - economy exrsted, '

- -'social " order +and- a . cultir
- which - perpetuated “ancient !
e superstltlons and shibboleths: *
-~ ‘and maintdined . the people:

: 1gnora.nce and obscurannsm :

by the. mlgrant labour system. :

‘but it has. soffered -

heavy blows from: snrty

‘of . colonialism, and’ is - now

under attack from the indige- -
nous capltahst forces which
_are gmwmg in the Afrmn

countrysrde

No respons1b1e

Afncan* -

mdependence organisation, “or -

‘trade unibn, no ‘national “or.":
argues .
today in favour ofa’ return to - :
- the village life. of the past. -
- Tendencies. there may. be - to
idealise  what has gone, but
 these catry no > decisive weight -
in the national movements for - -

‘workmg-class leader,

indeperidence. What. was. posi-

tive in -the ancient traditions-

~the communal feeling and. .
" activity, the knowledge of- the -

special - characteristics. of Afri-

can soils, climate. and - plant

' life, the forms of quasi-demo-
.the - folk .

‘cratic * consultation, ,
will

can. continent has ~won its
freedom..

But tradmonal Afncan
village life contained; too, -the

seeds of decay. It was based -

on a backward form. of eco-
nomy which, while it could

_-sustain the. people, gave .o |

lopme

- In. contemplatmg “the fat

- gv.:Afncan subsistence: aoncul, 1S,

one is’ mevntably .Temi

impact ° of 1mpena11sm had
destroyed the foriner pmmtwe
-communal land ownership and
subsistence: agriculture, yet-: the
shed no tears for ‘the' passing.
‘of this backward form ‘ f eco- -
nomy:: S
“Slckenmg as it mnslt be to
" humsn - feeling ‘to : wrtness

. .those myriads of mdustnous, '

._patnarchal and inioffensive
social : o

~ their umts thrown into 'a
sea of woes, and their indi-
‘dual members losmg at the

itions. - dis- -
orgamsed and dlssolved into -

-same . tnne ‘their - ancient

hereditary /méans of subsis-
tence, - we 'mist’ not - forget:
that theee
- . communities, | inoffenisive -
-though® . they . may appear,

- foundation- of Oriental des-
 potism, that. they restramed
- the human mind- within| the’
- smallest posslble compass,
making it the unresisting

it beneath traditional
rules, dep‘rmng it “of all-

| energies.”
- (Karl Marx The British
¢ Rule in Indla '1853). =
. Africa’s path’ of develop-
'ment has, of course, been very |
“different from that of’ India, or,
indeed, from that of Asia as a
whole. But, desprte the | diffe-
rences, Afnm and Asia share
“‘things - in * common. |
j .

157t0 80}

“have |.
best -land has been

ants has been

4

pump. - The re-

Further - .differentia-"
' tion, has undoubtedly taken
though . sta--

I tistical evidence 1s"not at pre-‘:
e -workers: at th pomt

L ductlon,

Sumlar drfferennatlon 1s
taken place in a: npumber -of ';"
"thé pnce -system
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vander Pupes'

and

”Ghana T.LL
qm “the

Our’- Revolution®

‘December 24 _SPARK, may

contain. “answers" by Afri-
ca to H'ne Vlcl'or Perlo arti-

‘cle in your .issue of No-
-vember 27, "Should State
‘Em‘erprrses Make a Pro-_.

’ frl'D?" ‘_ I
g my ast ~ten
year‘?:x the U S.. | worked

in the -Methods Depart- -

ment of "a. goodly sized

paper COI"IVGI'SIOI’I

tives. .

rent from those expressed

by Victor ‘Perlo. After

three. years. here, however.

‘—listening to frade union

discussion of 'this point,

‘and reading -detailed. re-
ports about it from social- -
|s+ Asra—l« have had to
_modify my prewous views
“considerably. : '
‘For me, thetcentral quesnon:
raised by Victor Perlo’s article

- this: " under
yis-a-vis. Afnca Is et lievably - ‘inhuman  speed-up. -

“No sooner did the human ele-

socialism, - what

1Is ‘it purely an" economic. phe-

‘nomenon? - Should it be per-

mlttedtobeso"

IfIreathmcorrect]y_

Perlo s major points- Were. .
‘a) - That. the Soviet Umon

“was: about to “call things by
‘théir - corréct . names '
“based on- a’ {share of proflts,
“institute. - detaxled
and - .group:, mcentlves” “for’
ot‘ fpro-j-

”\

and

“individual

slarining, while ‘ending it fo

to reouceipaper work ;

‘plant..
That gave me a first-hand
view * of éapltallsl's ap-
proach. o worker incen-

“would - not . undermine plan- -
ning, ‘but that some controls :
" were. needed because’ “Sovxet .

“Out of +lus experrence._ . vpeo
before arriving in. Ghana?.
I' had' formulated certain

lu ‘not too. dlﬁe- .
conc usions “under . -capitalism:. when

~‘mode of productron had rea- -
" ched that. stage ‘at- ‘which bet--

. 1sm

constrtutes_‘
ted ) “an md:wrdual incentivé at -
the  point- of - producuon 7

ratlonalrse‘f:
4o 'u'nprove;

). “That “h:stcmreaﬂy, SQ-.

* viet incentives ‘were mainly of
- the piece-work variety,” while

“plant-wrde collective  incen-.
tives were based on the amount

by which producnon excwded o
.the plan;”

d) Thatthenewmethodi

- was being postulated to felver-

come - certain shortcmngs,
chief of which ‘appears to be

- that. under the old order, -
managers could get “a low
- plan of production which they

can - easily .overfulfil’’ instead -
of raising labour productrvrty

.and reducing -costs for the be-
.pefit of social wealth ; and ‘

e) That the néw . way

ple are not angels ».
cormment?

Incentlves for. workers arose’

ter- productivity could provide

_greatly increased  profits for

the capltahsts In a word, in--

. centives followed not far be-

hind the arrival of imperialism,
that “thhest stage of caprtal-_

.'The name most closely as-
sociated “with - incentives - origi-

' nally ‘was Bedaux’s. The “Be-
.daux.._system” -was . glonfled.
' plece-work resulnng in unbe-

ment in production learn to-

 “beat " the: machme”than ‘the -~

“bosses: -
.. Then, to.:achieve  the - former -

“lowered _ : piece-rates.

-take-home - pay, ‘the - worker -
“would have to ‘produce: ‘at’ a

greatly: increased ‘tempo. This” -
process: ‘went on- till the work- . .n
‘er was tossed onto the employ-_--;

_ment " scrap-héap,"a: humanf
- wreck Jess than 40 yem's ‘old.;

the system——to

?lf'factors ‘modern

industry requu'e_
‘not consclously-i_;

In the hght of ‘my own ex- i
perience in th1s field, may 1

“of workers Of course; nobods

.Natirally, the unions. f0ughr 4 . e

- stand-strll Ui -
At the ‘same ‘time, one section - Ti¢ i
_of the ruling class realised that *-

" the :-Bedaux: ‘'system: ‘contained; :

~self-defeati

- large-scaille'

alty,
-as * other mpxtahsts _
more;. they ‘were :neyer: annoy-’;i.
other un-:
“they

L‘pleasamnesses _
tried: to 'sell: théir method:s ‘thtg'?:i

f;irER ro THE EDI[TOR
jul

- |
c P T
v e gy

~ workers (one .of Marx’s big
-points). But
individual - incentive - ‘at
.“purest.” and, among workers
‘it caused a fallure precmely in
_co-operation.

‘So, ' although the" Bedaux :
~.system~ faded, the idea of

was
its

“Bedaux”

worker - incentives  lingeréd.

* Carried to an extreme, a kind
of “Robert Owens” approach
in a few places proved capable
Jof erectmg a stone wall against .
 unionisation.. - Endicott-John-
. son’s. 'shoe " factory in’ New .
York state and Heinz Jack’s
USe alrplane ‘parts factory
"\ were prise examples. .
~Old: Man Johnson used - to_
3 write: a2 weekly column in- the
- | Company paper:. that served
the- - his Company shoe town, He

never. | mentioned “workers,

‘he_talked to. *his stockhold-
' ers” In such. advanced facto--

ries (for which workers want-

ing “in” formed a huge wait-
~ing. hst) ‘vacations were ‘pro-.

vided on -plots. of | resort-type-
land belonging to the Compa-

-:ny. No ‘worker was éver evict-
ed from. his Company-ownedﬁ L
- home" if ~times were - slack.
_Durm the war,
- sons, brothers -etc.) of work-:

ers away, at:the front . held
down their - jobs ~(while - full.

. pay- continued for:the absent
-ones): ‘and ‘when those demo- -
bilised ; returned thelr ]obs_:’
<-wer., waltmg

i
.union. |

“When - ordamsers -
‘came 'to town (my ‘husband
*was . -one . ‘such,’ who “lived -

through this- experrence) -ma-" -
nagement: expensively - -invited . ;
them" “right. in,’,’ and volun- ..

tarily called /a* huge - meeting’.
arily . é "+ BUT ‘all. hig ‘notions . now be- -

d by strikes  and
- Often..

it class; they called .1t,-

wives (or

intelligent - way.”
however, their activities merely:
underlined the enormity of
‘private  profits ,under

- moreover, could not complete
‘with the “rate of profit” which
- these mchvrduals CLASS bases
‘itself * on." Furthermore,
. “income.spread”—the; notable

ment’s salaries and wages even
for ‘well-paid - workers—is a

 fetish which capitalism cannot.
give up, since it contains the
seeds of super-profrts which
are its main diet. These are.
- reasons why only three or four

plants of any size in-the: U.S.

“‘ever followed this extreme .

’ example
Yet, many factory owners
found it profltable for a time
' to use genuine worker incen-

tives, based on “time and me- .

thod” ‘study. .

-~ Timé study had been mtro-
duced by Bedaux in his ori-’
- ginal- speed-up system The *

-workers had their jokes- about'

this, none of .them: printable.
.dy, however, made. it possible-
out of incentives - schemes, -

productmty While * the: best .
“worker. :is - still’ photographed‘
cinematically - deterrmne
“what f‘exclss- monons he,
makes as-he works, the. ma—f
-,chme is also scrutmlsed to eli-
minate: mechanml tlme
,wasters.: N
_By this- method a worker
may find his work eveneasier -
-~-€~onee “standards” or “norms”.
“have been set for his: machines.

‘come productrve. -Thus; - for

“into - productlon Thls ‘has:-’
brought - enormous’ savings—
and- thus, additional  profits— -
for the boss. the mam ,

B . .
. IR 5 .
IRy 4 __q~,’r-'l~
1

Actually, -

Us:
" 'monopoly rule. “Intelllgence,

‘the

difference . between - manage-

-this system - also permi
:falrly simple individual job -

“The addition of method stu-
t>" extract_the worst: ‘speed-up .

while still - vastly -improving -

the ‘same . energy. : expendltuxe,
.per: work-day, aworker on-a.
. measured.: job is- ‘shown how
“to.put:: ;alt” the  effort: dn'ectly

Loee

tor under capitalism, of course.
“Where I worked, manage-

merit cared not a fig for indi- -

_vidual incentives, preferring a
collective.- of group ’varlety’

prises -

~

Workers, they reasoned cor--

rectly. whose extra gains de-

pend on group. performance
more - than - likely will either

help- or prod their: slower
members.
This; however, did not mean

‘could not be ascertained. Ad-
ministration - of incentives al-

" that - individual - performance‘ :

lbecause they allocated about
‘65 per cent of all productron
.above standard to the work-"

form of cm’hsatmn and their.

had . always been  the: sohd '

grandenr and hlstorlcal E

i Contmdonpageﬁ

f.;f.~ “the ‘writings of Marx‘dn Indxa_‘ =
- ‘Marx .-saw._ clearly’ & |

idyltic village |

~ tool ot' soperstition, enslay- |

~

ersfm bonus, themselves e .

‘taJmng 35 per cemt. .

‘Neyertheless, after. about
seven: years, the entire incen- -
tive system was abandoned,
although - production. conti-

nued: to be measured. Thus,

cnphasw ‘shifted from meén -

' to machines. To me, this show-r
ed that, though sections of
'this ruling class may experi-"
ment with such ideas, capltal-
ism can only move away from .

“incentives for human- -beings, '
lookmg instead to ‘rationalisa-
‘tion to: satisfy its inordinate -

- finaiicial - appetite. And quite

lowed every workers perform- -

ance to be judged by a scien-
tifically set “standard, by the
day, week, month or longer
periods. Obviously,

‘which. workers need help and

such a -
" feature could be valuable -in’
_a socialist society, disclosing

which can give it. ‘Moreover, -

itted
costmg, which could also’ be

advantageous under socialism.’

Unlike the Bedaux' system,

standards set under the sys- .

~tem I worked with were con-.
sidered permanent, chang=able

r “naturally,” for returns from -

‘automation are vastly superior ;
to any obtainable out of la- -

bour Improvements  on exist- -

~ing " equipment. : In the - plant

‘where ‘I worked, an unpubli--

shed decision by management.

to go for automation was de-

finitely back: of the abandon- -

ment of mcentlves L
“The reason given for endmg
the bonus, however, was ‘that

incentives -had proved “a
needless expense.” ‘Manage:
ment ~ contended that the .

workers' were ; maklng SO. much

| money-in base wages that they ™

‘only following a definite, de-"

‘monstrable change in. the

-equipment: In all cases, union
agreement. -was oObtained. At

the ‘same. tlme, since :an im-

provement in equlpment -meant:

a higher:

standard, ‘manage-

‘raent. encouraged workers  to -

-offer- suggestlons or. innova-

itiors - for - methods improve-

‘ments." For each such: adopt-
‘ed; the : “inventor™  was' paid.

'15-per cent of the first year’s’

savmgs—after which, all ithe
fruits of his:invention belong:

- ed to the Company. (Methods .
ofteri’ more basic facts: - first. of all, -

‘éngineers;-at'a set salary often

refused to put out jany. further -
for “mere’ extra money .arn- -
ings. U.S.: pnntmg Arades de-

paid in a - highy-paid ' land:
~some of the ‘workers (but pro-

finitely are amorf the hrghest

!

bably not more than 10 per ~° ,
cent).-in that’ plant earned— - ¢

including’ overtime, of’ course .

—well over £3,500 .a year, V|

drove: around in big cars or
snappy ‘sports - models. which -

the. Company Credit | Union ~

hélped. them to. own. ! Thus,
‘there ywas ‘a certain” nomcal

,'»vahdlt{y to management S argu- .

ot higher than that' of the top. -
workers, -received ‘nothing_for -

any. of their methods improyve--

‘ments; . all-. of “which, under

-the hiring arrangement,

3 n-‘
ged ‘to the company. ° bdy

- Management ev1dently felt f,
that productivity achieved: by :
beneﬁ-p lns method was- pure gravy

ment. :But backiof -it’ lurked :

management “salaries: of . a -
‘much ;' thher - order. . though

even. here, my observatlon ‘was:

that management- tfied -to ob::

*, tain technical and” administra-
. tive skill as.low ;as the traﬁic :

would bear, succeedmg to
(contmued on page 7)
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and  with the -

Contmued fram Page S

Both fell under the heel of
‘Western imperialism. In both
continents' the existing commu-
nal village life and subsistence
agriculture - were  destroyed

‘and the people ‘impoverished
as a result.;In both, to borrow -

the words of Marx, “England
‘has broken down .the whole
framework -of . ... society,
without any - symptoms of

reconstruction | yet - appearing. -

- This loss of the old. world, with

no gain of a new one, imparts.

a particular kind'of melanc-

holy to the present misery of -
the people » (Karl Marx op.-

‘01t)
“In- brmgmg about the des-

trucuon of the: o6ld order in
Africa ‘the imperialists. have, |

_just as in India, done nothing
to “emancipate or materially
| mend , the social condition of
the mass of the people.” (Karl

Marx: The Future Results of

| British. Rule.iin India, 1853).
'On  the contrary, they have

poverty and ‘disaster, - produc-

ing as a .result. that peculmt]y:-

| African’ phenomenon, ‘thecon-
‘tinyally -

‘*“with.po gain of a: one”

|: It was. not: without. reason. that o
la reportlal;og ‘the Igﬁects (c’lf
"’mlgrant ur - in - yasalan

f‘ i 1953

“But a wil

plunged ' the ‘Afncan ‘peasant ploit ‘wage labOur”?
down to the utmost depths. of -

-migrating peasant-,_
.worker, . ‘confronted  with  the
1 ““loss: .of “his jold: world” yet©

‘ peaee Jocs not elust only m

- Nyasa]and. Sxmilar mlder
.nesses are to be found throu-
‘ghout the African continent.
Sixty .years of imperialist
ploitation have” been’ sufficient
to wreak this terrible damage.

ex-

We have already noticed that

.an" African capitalist stratum
has been developing: fairly ra-

p1d1y in the countrysxde But

. this-i§' not ‘the only sphere in

which one can note the emer-
gence of such a class. It is

true that it is not yet a fully .
"matured and - drﬁerenna{ed
class, ‘that it. is often’ econo- . -
mlca.lly ‘weak, and that its main -
fields ~ of acvtivity  are _still

farming, trade and transport

‘with some “building; or con- -

struction work. But (it is cor-
rect to state, as the late Dr.

1. L. Potekhin" (former head

of the African Institute of the
U.S.S.R. Academy of Smenoes)
has ‘done, that “there:is still

no class of bourgeoisie opposed
to the working class” but only.

“capitalist eléments’ wh1ch €x-

The: ongms of an. Afncan-

capxtahst class are genera]ly to

" be found in trade. Long before
" the arrival -of - ‘Europeans - in- ..
- Africa, tradmg had-

place, much- of it: in' the form

*“of - barter,  the ~exchange: of
.’ handicrafts,
of food: When the ‘Europearns:
“came (dnd the Arabs)t,heplun»"
.der of ‘men. and;;women, of

.and . sometlme&

Ivory -and gold, . ‘pecame the

guns’. and baubles.. In;

taken. -

main form of ‘trade’, the: Afri-
cans receiving in: return only. "
{ ‘time, -
- however; the relations between
: ng '-~Air1ca began to. -

aswellastheuseofAfnmas
an outlet f8r European manu-
factured ‘goods. This develop-
ment went ahead first in West

- Africa where palmfruit pro-

duction was already -in the

. hands -of . Africans and where

loealu'admgwasalrea.dy

widespread.-
- “The jmported goods glven
" ".jn exchange went into Afri-

canhandsandAfneanmar

~ kets. The produce-buying’
gradually ex- .

‘com
tendmg ‘inland, formd Afri-

in and Africans to distri-
_bute the European goods

even to the smallest vil-v

- Jages.”

(The -New Societies of Tro-
‘Guy Hunter :.
- Oxford ‘University Press, 1962) . © -

“%Africa: ‘Ways of deve10p-~
‘ment : , '
' Nauka Publishing House, Mos-
‘cow, 1964. . .
" In East and Central Afrlca,
. '-‘the lack of an-. immediate
—.crop for export, “and " poor
transport. facilities: compared
‘with West. Africa, delayed the -
- emergence -of African traders

pzcal Africa :

by I L. Potekhin:

connected Wwith, the European

‘market. -Much of  the trade
‘fell- into the hands ‘of - the
© Asiaps, -who . later expanded

into_cotton ginning and sugar:

.plantat:ons "European : settle-.
'ment in east and central Africa’

meant ‘that they, too,” morio-

polised certain branches of -
trade.

Tn- the developmg towns of . !
Africa, ‘the indigenous- trader

_often ‘had to compete with the
blancs—French and Le-
vantmes, Greeks and Pakista-~

s, Belg:ans ‘and - Porfuguese.

1an :'.ﬁ*lln
'_~Afr1,can traders had more.

West Africa, - however,

‘cans- to bring - the . producel

- appear:.

opportumty,
coming of ‘the lorry. at
the beginning of the twen-
tieth century,. a

came possible to carry larger
loads over longer distances in

‘a shorter space of time; the

veritable | -
revolution began to take place
in African trading. Now it be- .

interior could be more easily H

opened up to the' trader; the
village store could be set up
and constantly restocked.

“The, possession of a lorry .. .
became for some. Africans a . -

major instroment for multi-

", ‘plying their wealth—a mul- .-

tiplication which was in- ‘!’

conceivable -for -them when

their only means of trams- -

port - had - been mer: and -

- beasts. of burden.”

Afnque -Noire: Raymonde
- Barbé: Paris; 1964).

'« During and after the Second 1.
World War this process deve-- @ -
‘loped still’ more rapidly. In - .
‘West Africa; says Guy Hunter, |’

“4$rom the mass of petty tra-

~Classes - Soclalesv en |

-ders and craftsmen, :the mar- | -
ket women and-the wandering @ -
Hausamen, there . began ' to
.-a group of more R
substantial Africansin a more. ' .
modern.way of business: These - -

might be the big traders of -

Accra, Kumasi, Kano, Lagos,"

Port Harcourt,- and Onitsha,. -

. trading both .in produce land° .

European: goods; the building |-
contractors, the owners of fleets - .
‘of lorries. These were men . -
', concerned with banks and cre< © . i
dit; ‘wages -and. customs: dues; .

-in many_ways they were seek- - ~

mgto

e modern ‘men . -
‘of business. This was the real
gtart of atramsition from the - -
traditional market to the twen- = .
.>t1eﬂ| century - sense of com- o
Amerce.” : : i R
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