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PREFACE -~
to the 1946 Vietnamese edltion

Dear readers

, Tlus little. book 8 @ collectwn of amcles pubhsked in o
L the newspaper “Su That” (The Truth) on the dccasion of

- the first. anmvgrsary “of the August Revolutaon T’ze artches - B

" have been rsms*ed and ﬁlled out Some passages have been L

Our. only aim s ‘:.'o\ relata ﬂze hzstory
'-an 'ngbartm cmt' 2, -
T to detexmyine the: chavactor and the. sagmﬁccmce of the. T
_‘ igust Ré‘volutzon to outlme tts def)eﬂopmmt for the future-:-_".;;

_a drop of swaat for_ .he ‘ : i
L are actmg s tm@tors’ wko :.zfy to dany tlze o Ormme‘of tker'- N




mzhmry ﬁeld cmd of dzmswn and deceptum n the pohtwal '
| one — we outline the details ‘of .this, single. path for the

: salvatwn and bmldmg of the country at szs smge the path

© of union and of - istruggle magbgbed out for our people by

e Prsszdent Ho Chi Mink; . "

L The Augusz.‘ Genem nswmatwn, Lkt the Great Na- -

_ izanal Salvation Movemem agamst the ]apamse fasczsts s
a sh'uggle with @ vamety ‘of forms. zmd rich in conlent.. .’I‘hzs _

" book would not dare retend to contain the fult story. of zts-

- --‘._mamfold ex?emmc We kopa tkat t}ze ﬁghz.‘ars m our

':.sf tkeyiw;cead
8 ccess oi tke't s

es: to. fMly undarsmnd the
TINISES, o1 onr, cozmtry for the

N 0g ium. 2 onlya om of Jke ﬁrsf/ ctorws
of _thé natzoml lzbemt 5. movement‘

2¥ 6 zon‘t gmd help }mm t@ft--'f,_,

,@ﬁectwmess of cqrtam M arxzst-‘ L



The high tide of the anti Japanese movement :

“On March 9, 1945, in Indochma the. Japanese fascmts !
K ﬁwept ‘the French-colonialists out of.the political arena, -

"In less: than twenty- -four hours,; in a.LI the main towis, the_-'__“ :
' --French 001¢n1a11sts Iald down-their: -arms-and surrendered

to: the: Japanese Some . French -units scattled to. the

frontier. At Cao -Bang and- Bac Can, . Others rade.an

- attempt.. to- cooperate with the. Libération - Army in,. the ) -‘
fight. aga.mst ‘the:. Japanese - fascists., At Bac' Canya '
- **Franco-- Vietnameése resistance vommittee: against the

" Japanese fascists’’ was.organized. But after a time, the

. - Freneh left, us- and fled to; China (1). It can be.said: that
. the;Frenoh trpopsm Indpohma did: not res:,st the JapameSe, ‘

rameetmg heId at Tu *S@n (Bac th“'-

km from Hanol, dec:ded to gwe @




number - of French soldiers ‘and of Bao An (2) units to
. prevent their arms from falhpg into. the h,a,nds of the

j_]apanese they attacked thé ]a.panese troops moving
along the roads ‘of Tuyen Quang, Thai Nguyen, Bac Can

o and Cao ‘Bang prmfmces ‘harassed them even it ‘the

chief” town'of BacCan. province, and launched sudden
attacks against their base.at Cho Chu, ‘e¢tci.. In North
‘" and Central- Vietnatn, ‘thousands of ‘paddy stores set up

by the Japanese .were stormed by - the people and their .
paddy stecks disttibuted to’ ‘the: poor. 1In this way the
famine - was :relieved. by revolutionary means. In- Bac

% ':G1ang, ‘Fhai" Nguyen Bac Can. and other: provinces,

" peasants Fose . up, seized- and dlatnbuted land. held by
the .Japanese arid French. - -

. Most of the-attacks- agamst the paddy stores became
armed ‘parades -and demonstratlons Atmed: Vietminh
: =m111tants harangued the masses dt- cross-uroads and in’

'market—places to win them' over to the national:cause. -

. dhes illusion. . that - the Japanese fasgists could be ‘useful

“to: ug, that. they ‘Had.come to free us, etc... was; vigq:rously' .
_.combatted by the masses.and revoiutmnary -ranks. In -

" pokin tows; picked units of the: Vietminh:Front, operating -

.- underthenoses of the Ja.panese troops killed the dangerous -
: ;-_-traltors and the predatory Japanese offmers sowmg-.»'




: othe,r zongs, Liberation. Commzttaas spra,ng up likg, mush-

. rgoms and . .began. on ‘the one hand to lead the magses
in.the. prepara.tmns for the - generaJ lnsurmctlon a,nql"
on the other hand, to. train’ them to exercise power. .

The Revolution was gaining an mcredlble strength
The pre- 1nsprrect10nary atmosphere preva.iled every-
where,arousing the énthusiasm of the members of organi-
satmns for national salvation a.nd wmmqg over even the‘ '

_ wavermg elements ' :
©In“April, ‘the Revolutmnary Mllltarjr'Confer‘ence of
‘North Vietnam held at Bac Giang; drew up the general

- “insurrection ‘preparatory plan and formed the General

' Command ofxthe North Vietran: Lzbcmﬁwn Army. N

e In Juney by decision of the - cbnferenee of cadres‘--:

: ‘from the six provinces of Cao Bang, Lang Som; Ha Giang,
Bac Can, Tuyen Quang and Thai Nguyen, Gohvened: by
the V1etm1nh General . Committee; the ~frge: zane was™

_ oﬁ1c1a.11y founded including the . territory <of these. six_

. provinces apd . unjfying the vamous reglons,pla.cedw ‘uider _

_ the control of the: revolutlona,ry powet. The New:. Vtetmm" S
came into: bemg .The people’ scemmfgteesadopted energetgc. L
measyres,, {0, aup;p;‘ess the faseist ;mljltp,r'sts , forms -of

_ oppreﬁswnnand exploitation, actively break the colonialist

" chains. .and: improve :the peaple’s living conditiems. . -
A part oi Naprth 'V;etn,a,m was effectively controlled by th;e'f: .

" revolutionary power; a-situation whigh -provided .the

' August General Insturrectmn w1th extremely favourablo o
prellmmary condltmns e

_ From Jlfne on., . the A,Hled Af

'j11.' declded to pq.rtlc,lpate m the

411 ---‘ - .



-'.The Vietmmh General Commlttee, headed 'by comr‘ade
- H&Chi Mifh‘speeded up the ‘convening “of the’ Natiohal -
' -CoﬁgréSS “But; ‘becaiise of dlﬂiculties of communlcatlons,

the’ Cong‘reSS ¢ould - ot be hefd‘ ‘until August in the -

libetated zoné oily, and’ at the very moment of the‘ '
B ]apanese capltulatmn B

“'“”l"he Augist Insurrectlon

: On August 9,! the Sovxet Red Arr,ny launched ia
powerful a.ttack om., Manchurla and within. six . days, the
crack, Japangse. _.antung Army Was. ent1re1y routeql

: Thlskfundiamemal wctory of the S@wet :Army det:lded
'__,the, faté of:the- Jﬂpanese fascists and’ the Soyjet mUmon a

. had: actuallyalibﬂate_d thes peopl S )
o pppmssxom R Ao e e g
Ve The situsition *of Jhpan became hopelesfé. and it was -
‘then'that the Corifriunist: Party, which ‘was. at. the ' tirie
Hﬁlﬂlng jts National Chiigtess; took-a ‘decision to: latnich -
©“thé: genéral iﬂ&urf‘ééftlun and to found'the- ‘dettiogratitc
. -republicair iregifne i ' Vietnam. The Vietminh ' Geréral -
: ‘*Commwtee apprdwféd these' demszons and the' Immff'eafzon

“Contitee Wis: Eﬂnmeﬂiately set’ up. At the'*nevv‘s ‘of “the :‘

. dmirhineht. dhconditional “surrender of Japdn,-ithis
L Coriinittee gave the brderon: the night ‘of AuguSt 13, for o
-the hﬁﬁc ing of! 'he general 1nsurn tion. S




" «china ; “te wrests ‘power from the: Japa,n_e-w-

Comlmttee s order for general 1nsurrect1on, demded upon‘-
the domestlc .and foreign. pohcles ‘of -the, revolutmna,ry )

power. and appointed - the Liberation National Committes -

" of Vietnam; i.e. the Provisional. Government of . the B
' Democratic Repubhc of Vietnam. : T
‘ « After many ~years of per1lous peregrmatmns and @f o
"*clandestlne activities, . cornrade Ho. Chi Minh- appeared;“ .
for the first time before the’ people 8. delegetes s

. ‘Because. the people 8 Congness opened 1mmed1dte1y e
,-a:[ter the" general insurrection order had-been launched;. it .
* _had to hold.a “‘ligltning ' session allowing the delegdtes

to'teturn:quickly totheir:local regions: and;: togethﬁr with ;: ’

- the: Ll'cal m111tants, to lead the: dac1s1veee‘t\mggle (In’p_"‘;‘-'::"
fact;.as-early as: August 10; somé: delegates bound for s

the Congress received.the order to:turn-back.}) -

+iDuring’this:historie Congress the Indochjnese-Com- = ™
 fnuhist Party advocatedan: extnemely clear” policy::to

" lead ‘the ‘masses in" Aihsurréction: in: order to disirm: the:
Japanase: before the arrival of ‘the :Allied: foreés-in Ind@p‘- g

puppet stooges and ﬁnally, ag~the - people 8’ pewer‘ >tn.}_
welcome the Allied forces coming te drsamn the _]apaon- P

ese tmops stat1’oned in Indochlna
In numerous loca.htles, taklng adventhge of the:




it the vicinity of the free 20%e on Augiist ‘14 and 15.On
August 16, the news of the’ _]'apanese surrénder ‘began to
spread rapldly Tn all ‘provinces, huge public meétings
accompatied by armed ‘demonstrations were held in

the public thoroughfares. A great. numbér of fattories

and public offices ceased’ work. The .gold>starred red
flag-was seen _wavihg_' everywhere. Matiy. armed demons-
trations = were !‘transformed ' into :sudden attacks on
Japanese - posts.- On August. 17 and 18, hundreds -of
thousands of people demonstrated “in. Han01 A general
‘politicel strike began. The Vietminh:deglegates:called on
the masses to seize power.  -On:.Atigust 19, the entire -
capital roseiup. The Bao An troops and policedetachrhents
tended towards the Revolutlonary forces. The insurrecs
tional forces headed by their wanguard: shock detach-
merits of youths. and workers ‘and led by ‘the Vietminh
© cadres, ‘took by storm the /hotel. ‘where ‘the Tmperial
" Delegate had been residing.: : The:latter, however, had fled
with' his. lackeys. ‘The Vzetmmh League proclaimed the
fouhdation 'of the Pprovisional revolut;onary power. Faced -
with; thedrresis‘nble ‘growth ; of the. revolutionary move-
ment. of the: entive. nation:and people, utiited .as one, Bao
- Dai abdicated. The Tran, Ttong: Kim puppet governmenit
B -surrende:ed ’l:he Vietminh General\CommIttee sent" theu—.
delegatas to, Hue to, reqewe the ng s abd;cathn

f{*i‘The birth of the DemocratlcuRepublit,:
i of Vietnam Ly

Y- -
' re‘fbrmed to inchide some:: noﬂﬂ:»avrty--persoanafbiti;esz and"

14..



. to- constltute*a provrs:lonal unified’ nat:onal government '

. presided’over. by ‘Ho Chi Minh, -On August 20, 1045;
-a detachment of the Liberation Army from the . resist-

ance.zone, entered: Hanoi, hailed by the thunderous
.- ovation of an. enthusiastic ' crowd. .On September 2;
fPresxdent ‘Ho. Chi ‘Minh appeared before the people in -
" Hanoi’s ‘Ba ‘Dinh square where nearly 500,000 people‘

gathered.in' a. huge meeting to-.hear the . first President
- of new, Vietnam read the Prociamation of Independence.
of - the Democratrc Repubhc of V1etnam to the Viet~
namese people and to. the world : e

' fcompatrmts demonstrated in:; the “streets. “The South'
" Vietnam Admlmstratrve Comm1ttee was founded. The
'van,guard youth and mlhtra seized power in.the provinees -
--~.and’ united: together to form the revolutmnary troeps
: ﬁ,;of the. South- .of ‘new Vletna,m A .

 ‘Onpe after anether fromﬂ the. citLes to. the rural areas, o

| -'from t_l1e*"= delta;to- the ‘mountainons- regions; the electsd . -
- s “Comintitéces :Gompletsly superseded the' corfupt.
L admmrstra Ve machlnary; of mﬂﬁd&mns a‘nd met able's In'-}', o




;managed by the- pe-ople ot the Government Democratlc.:
-nghts had been ‘legally proclaimed and- equality was to.

‘be ' practised regardless ‘of - -nationality or  sex. ~The E
'-_"repubhcan regime with a! new. democratm character_ '

“had been estabhshed : o
" “With' an ihconceivable - strength the whole Vlet- .

- nameSe people rose up and did their utmost o break:'i"

“ the" yoke rmposed by-ithe' Frehch:: and:’ japaneSe fag- -

cists, ‘and resglutely . went ferward, side’ by " side” with'. -

“the: peoples of China’ and: Indohes:a they marched in the:
vanguard o:f the Far East peoples hbera.tmn moveméfrt

{ '.fi The: resistance in Nam 5 Bo
- People s power had xscatroely beeh: fi

, istm in Induehina* had easﬂy o

paneée,lnqw re:lymg Un_ _he Brltzsh




i . seta: god '-‘:examplauto the sma,ller a.nd J\vea;ker sana.tions;’: o
'_?"of the ‘Far-East.- SR

“ The" Dong Na.l (I) land once drenched w:th the‘:--"

"‘j

: blood of the ¢olonialist aggressors ‘whén they landed for

3 the first-time in oir, c:otmtry, has. today becomie the strong S

o bulwark of ‘the: F atherlandf And COntmumg the tradi 10n:

¢ of Heross whd; nearly one hundred ‘years ‘ago, -sperificed” o

themselvés« to .save the country, thear descendant.s?j areef-:'




-.théf!éhéhlies”of“tzhé Vietnamese R'eﬁdlu-tion', the Japanese:

and French fascists; had exhausted each.other and grown- " °

'_Weak "Moreover the Japanese were -then defeated by

. thé Soviet army; that was enough for -the Vietnamese

-people to fell them w:th & single blow and to seize power.

Yet;: favourable - though thetobjectlve conditiong

‘ mlght have . beer, they- could not: have led to trmmph
.WIthout good subjective, cond:t:ons That is the truth. -

" Besides; ‘the: August’ Instrrection ‘was a real revo-

lutlon The Vietnamese people, in blbody " cornbat and
. with arms in their hands, had te struggle against the -

J apanese fasgists to régairtheir freedom’ and independ- "
.. ‘ence: Immedfately. after this, to. defend these-rights,
”-"-they had to- shed more blood It is by the August ﬁ
' _regunes .ave been qverthrown a.nd the dex'xjikb'c_':_:ja.ttq:.‘_._ .
. repubhcan reglme set up. - :

cul‘" fgagurgs,, ‘the. most tmportant of whwh 18 the powar}’ul‘.'

| '3."-'u35ﬂ§mg of masses. who take t}mr fata in t}mr own: hqmds
c‘md prepare tks wqy to progmss . ol I
: o o (Mmmae Tkorax m.A Ffench palzc.y)

= ’Ifh;a,t 13 a.lso \an ;mpmtaqt Chaqacterlstlc_:f o
g i._.‘August Re_volutmn A S

Q“--Hsstary teac}zes us t}mt a revotutzon has zts pam- o




CHAPTER II

POLICY ANTD TACTICS OF THE VIETNAMESE;T o
.GOMMUNISTS IN THE AUGUST REVOLUTION‘

More friends, lesa enemies

It 1is. 1mp0581b1e to spea.k of the August. Revolutmn,
without stressing the role of its Ieadmg core, the Viet-:
minh Front and the Indochlnese Communist: Party. The
. favourable opportunity was:not enough to assure -vic- -

- tory. A~ ]'llst policy rand appropnata ‘tactics were very. *
.+ yueh” needed. Nor: was the triumph of the general,::-
’ -msurrectmn of August 1:9, 1945 due to mere ¢hance. .

From- 1940, the” Indochinese revolutionaries were"

" facmg two.new facts: the world torn by war, the Indo- |

chinege people, oppressed -ahd: ‘exploited by the double, -

yoke 'of the Japanest.afid French fascists, The ‘national

liberation : policy advoc;ﬁted by the Vietminh: Front: in
. the recent permd was ‘baged on - these tworthings.:

U The

‘wat " threw into. shdrp relief thes antagomsm“-‘::':"

= ._.befwheﬂ £HE two: be]ligerent canips: The dotible Japanese-_,'-'-"'
" “and Frénck yoke u‘nifed rich’and poot, eqﬂally hurt-and’
-humiliated, in the sar_ne hatred ‘and tHe- same struggle -

_"-Aa:galnst Athet comn‘_m
" conflicting ‘intetests bf ‘the Japaneseé and French- :who
' ruled Indochitid togéthek, violently: collidéd, 'Oneof ‘the'

“éhkmy: At ‘the .same " time; the =

“miafn’ tact1cs« adepted by ‘the. :Indochinese: Commumst

‘Party -and’ the “Vietmith# Frdnt in these recent‘ years‘j"

o .'”;'cons:sted in- fultIy*explmt:mg this situation.; '
" .That'is. why; in their foreigh policy, the- Indoﬂhlneseif' o

f{afaﬁcmt fbrces threugh@ut‘ the: WOI‘ld were. aIl:es of ;"

19--

' Co‘m‘:’nuﬁist ‘Party. and: the *Vietminh Front,’ reahsmg that;' i



. the V1etnamese people, demded to side without reserve .
w1th the anti-fascist camp strugghng for a Just, cause ,'

In its’ domestlc pohcy, the Indochmese Commumst'f -
: Party orgamzed the” dlfferent strata of the’ people idto

" the" T\Ta.tmna,l Liberation Front the Vietminh Front. The . .

.. programme of this Front assured the protection of. human
" and icivil ‘rights and of property, the respect: of. pr1va,te
propérty, the liberty of conscience, as ‘well  ag equahty-_
“betweer nationalities -and the: sexes; " with. the waim..'of -

_reahsmg the unity: of the whole ‘peopleagainst the Japant "

“""‘.;"‘ese: ‘and " French: fascists. - “Facing" the! concrete -condi-

tions ‘of the. revolution ‘in.. Indochina; the : Bndochmeaégu”'"’

- Communist’ Party, pnotﬁoter and leader-ofithe Vietmink
. Front,-left:rout: of its -1progtagame.: the. watchword :
-‘-"*'::Agrarran"revo!utmn, . (decidmg, for the: present; netito, .
. - confisdateland held. by landlordo) and this with 2. yiew

to; *ma:king a dlfferentlatlon ‘between types' of landlords
and Wlnhmg a numBer 6f them: over to.the: antmmperlahsb‘

b 'dep- ndence," ‘This Front. should' 'ompnse wor}{ers,-', -
yetty-bourggaisie .Of
,_and 1nclude patmotlc personalltles belon'

: e 1@3: t the landlord CIaSS

developed a.nd consclada.ted m partmul,f_ the
- nd workers’ ‘Otganizations 'to_give, a, soJ,i_N
R Umted Natlonal Front and was detel

,contradlctlons‘ betWeen the twg enen;nesljof OU,I“-peopIe'::-.
el am' a.aeisd:s a.nd F;*en b o i

- -cause; wrdenmg the: United Natlona.b Bront to struggle

Wns: gven; natronal




. mdvemen't; oni'the’ oither “Hand, 4t arisd e‘#ery méhns to
igslate the' Ja.pa.nese and - French fascls‘ﬁs Tt e

“! When' ‘the ' fascists’ used represawe rﬁeasures fiot |
Iy a.g:;un:’.tL Vletnamese révolutionaties but als¢ agdinst

Lthe prog’resswe democratm French the- Party, in ordera.

‘torinttedse’ its: owti forces'in the strifggle against:French
-and-Japanese fascists, -undertook ‘to win' ovér:‘these .
Erench pregressives to. its. cause,. or: at least to induce -
“them: o . adppt. .3. neutral . attltude When-. th,ekFrench‘_.-

who . had: heen - overthrpwnl by . .the Japanese, were .np. -

 longer  really: :dangerous  enemies;. the . Party. strove .to

. - unite its action with that-of.every French element rea,dy S
L to struggle against, Japanese fascists.

" In hrief, the Party always,- saw,,Iearljz the p;'mmpalz-
and 1mmed1ate enemy of’ the Revolutlon, domg 1t5 ‘best
“to deprlve the enemy of lits supporters_ ‘and to find ‘new.

allies, “néver deviating: "froth_ {he alm"of the Nanonal

| leeratldn Revolhtmn



At this moment the 1ndlspensable a@m of p;opaganda

‘ -3con51sted in upmasking .the hypocrisy. of the Japanese

fagcists and . militarjsts. and Ain destroylng every illusion -
that it was expedignt to use the Japanes¢ and cooperate
o -with them.with a view to obtaining ‘reforms’ within the

" “framework: of - legahty - This -only- sowed. confusi,on

= among, the people toward the,J apanese and their lgckeys. -

. The propaganda used at’ that time‘took the ordmary-
: .-form of speeches in factorles schools, markets, and public

" thoroughfares -and the ‘formation of shock: teams' by

. mobile greups’ ‘who -exhibited flags, - banners ‘and placards.
. and- distributed revolutionary - documents. e

. A special propaganda form ‘also’ used was the. ‘armed_ _
prOpaganda with all its forms 1nclud1ng armed demon- o
,stratlons and guerllla act1v1t1es '

As for, the agrtatlon work ;t ‘took: m hand the__
_*vn‘.al problem for the masses — to chec,k famme —to °
-lead the masses to seize J apanese rice stocks accordmg _
Lo 'to the 91tuat1on, : theﬁe actlonsv -could be transformed
= 1nto armed demonstratlons ‘ : :

“The general form of struggle bwas the armed demons-_-., :

'f}atlon, Another SPBCIaI form used ‘at this moment was |

" the,guerilla wherever the geography of the country was
. ":E@.voprab e, and yet apother the ehmma.tiOn'of tra,ltors' -
odng to‘wns and country by pw d desac LT e




‘The. geﬁ'eraL'organizational forms were:at -that mo-
_iment: the:association: for pational salvatlon, a;md eSpecwally ,
'the pelf-deferice and: combat groups. - . i

. Thie: special ' forms were the . Vwmam National Labe- o
u_iatwn Committee; that is the prowvisional: Go*vevnment tke E

iPavplets Committess, and the Liberation Committees. These
Comimittees had at the same time an admrinistrative, “poli- -
" tical and military. character (that is a pre-governmeéntal -
' character) ‘working " in' & determined ' period, -simulta-.
neously ‘Wwith the local administrative organisins’founded .
by the Japahese and being transformed, after the general -
dnsurrection, -into local- official. administrative organiiza—
“tions ; and lastly, ‘the Natwnal Insurrecnon Commzttee ,
the Action. Commitiee for eagh part of the country or
eth locality in:.the decisive: -hours, etg.., ; ,
.+ - In brief, from March to Angust .Ip4s, the tact;cs o
of the Party had -the following characteristi¢s ;
First:: to :fully -and -at -the correct ‘time. exploit
sthe . s:tuat;on created. by - the - Japanese, . coup . d’état

AMarch g, 1945).in order. 1mmed1ate]y to lead the masges
“to-new forms ‘of struggle and’ organization of.a ‘higher -

. egree’; to remounce -the old methods; not t

it baqk ‘

facing ithe :new sutuatmn, in, other wor@s, Jto klng t e""fz;

importange ofi i -
g P##mg i ithe. forefront prepzsgzly thqse famfs of

: ;struggle ami orggzMsalt?ﬂn which are  best.. smtpd ,tq,,«.\tfw‘ e
wonditions. @mavamng dgprang; the, ¢bb. or.:flow  of .the mops-

: ”W" at.a 8”’"’” memant, ﬁﬂd'- which: ik@?‘efars ohn-faciliate e

ey Mmtwm’, ;
L a&gnma fromt, and: . V
e jrom ¢ (Stal111 - Pr1nc1p1es o:E Lenunﬁm)




**;Ef‘fec'tiveIYH ziftef." March'. 9 TO45) the forms. of

R sf.ruggle 'such:: a4 anmed ‘propaganda; demonstratlons" '
. followed by displays. of force;-sudden attacks “against.

N Ionely posts.and even the districtsin the delta, suppression -
KOS of the.; zealous agents. of the. Japanese fascists, organi-
© - gation of - people s .militia: units -&ven - outside -Buerilla

'z«mes, eto.... -were, so many.. bold: blows. showing  the -

. flexible- charactgr. of the Party tactics. These. tactics

-8owed : donfusion fin : the ; enemy- ranks;. d,eveloped the

. .spirit of struggle for nat1ona1 salvation and theinitiative -
-of s the masses won;- OVer - ‘the’ ‘waverers and . Prxtencled‘ -

) "T the countnyx

quickly “the .moive,ment for natmnal salvatlon Allover..

-u-:‘\; RS 4 PP
S

_ fSecbmi h a gwen s:tuatlon, to determl‘ne durmg _
B the revolutmna,fy work the fuhdamental task requiring
“ - immediate fulfilment in- order td. devote . all: forées to
.t and rtée ‘accomplish “it vat! ' any. cost, ‘because it iis
'the best: ‘means ;to. push. the movement forwazd..

. “""Thé msuxrectmn of March 9, 1945, brokeseut when




- “-administrative affairs, led themto direct’henceforth their: "
‘owndestiny,.and break their chaing themsel‘ves and, ameliz

_ It was premsely thanks to these attacks on granarleS'
_ and’ colonialist: plantations - thatthe national’ salvatmn
movement could be developed 1ntense1y, the people
rapldly armed, the self- defence brigades. quickly founded -
where the movement had never been’ orgamzed and the
Liberation” Comm1ttees set up in . numerous - provmceb
As Stahn sald

e The point hery. is to smgle out from all tke gbroblems. .
‘ _,confrontmg the Party that partwular tmmedzate problam B
" the answer to which, consmutes the central gbomt and the .
solution. of which will ensuve ﬂw successful solution of tke‘l A

v other zmmedmte gbroblems.__ : (Stalm — Prmmgbles of -
" Leninism). .

Third: a0cord1ng to the 51tuat10n to use ‘¢ trans1tory

‘='-';.:o,rganlzat10n f6rms-"*  such as- Revolutmnary People s

N Commiitses, . Revoluuonary Workers' Committees, Local

" Liberation: Commitiees; Vzemam Nat@’dnal Lzbemtwn Com- -7

miites, progresswely to; gam on.¢nemy power and paralyze
_ _1ts adm1n1strat1ve machlne These orgamzatlons were

‘f.‘.'very effective. They. gave the people the occasion ‘to ~ .

"f,reahze umversal suffrage. and ‘hecome acqualnted w1th'-f..—

& _arate their hving condlt),ons by dlrect means not paying - -

= attentmn to the power of the Ji apanese fascists and their
_‘ ackeys These “tra,ns1to‘ rgamza.tmns' » mobxhzed th




-.-'_';';ter1st1c ofd:h comniumst tactics 1n'--the pre 1nsurrect10nary
: ﬁerxod. g e SRR '

SR “The August,. Reyolution won_ v1ct0r1e§ IS that
‘not _due 1n great ‘part -to the 1nte igent: and "correct_




CHAPTER III

THE GOOD POINTS OF THE AUGUST
o REVOLUTION

CA careful preparatlon :
_ “The August Revolutmn v1ctory ‘was due in great, o
...-_part to the Corréct leadersh1p of the Indochinese Com-. "
-mun:st Party, to its work of orgamzatmn and prepara~ )
. tion durin";the pre- Jnsurrectlonary perlod

“'In every revolution, mciory does #ot. aoﬁié b;y ztselj\,_";
52 ﬁreﬁara it, wm # .

_ ness favoui'able condmons:_l?;';.'
' on_‘s fully the preparatwn of- Lo

o dofensé 6f ,&iuly r1ghts::an intet
‘Onthe other=_hand 1o develop the Ppar;



U pre;bamtwns for the msurmctwn, Arms’ to exgbel ithe.
- commion enemy, T owards the general. msmrcctwn, the.
-pamphlets ‘teaching - guemlla tactics eétci., prove that, -
- besides the psychological preparations, we had to pay
special attention . to - the ‘material " ones. The Party..' :
realized clearly that for the success of a revolution,
the splnt of sacrlﬁoe is not enough;: a, metlcquus mili-
tary preparation is “also needed that is to say,. the' ,
' -foumimg of bases ﬁw orgammng of the regular arMy, =
the arming of the. troo;bs and the gbeople ‘As. early as the end | -
o ot‘ 1941, the Party founded two bases, ‘one at-Bac sen:
" — Dinh Ca (Lang Son — Thai Nguyen) and another. at ;ﬁ
- Cdd Bang - Bic'Can. The Vzemam Liberation Army was.
- founded’ during ‘the; struggle agalmt the  white terror =
. in the Viet Ba¢ (1941 = 1045) ;.the Vietnam ‘National
Salvation Arimy,’ still in. an embryomc state-at f;he tune s
.. of the Bac Son insurrection. (October 1940):,'. . i
- through \o;ght months of guenlla warfare: waged ‘a Dmh's’z :
" “Ca-and Trang Xa (August 1941 ~ Apr11 1942) and in-the
: f:-_secOnd armed st:;uggle at Dinh:Ca (at" the -end of. I944)]_ L
- (I) ‘After the' J a.panese coup de force, the Ba. To (Quang o
o -.Ngal provmce) 1nsurrect1on gave bthh to’ another-
L _guerﬂla brlgade,'T ese. formatwns pIayed an,. extremely F
S Jmporta.nt role in the g&gbsm’ge, of the -anti-]. Lapanese fasczst'
 ‘movemeny jor natzom ,salmta : a,nd in ﬁ'w August Gene/fal”_-
,:Inémracéwn - P




to. become actwe part1c1pants in 1t i SJmultaneously to .

coordmate closely i‘lze« mtlztary action’ of ‘guerilla brigades

.. with the action of .the masses, so that phe latter, while reszstmg
- the terror and struggling for the defence of ‘their rights .and,

zmmedmte mteresés may feel tke necessityof takmg wp arms
lo win natzomzl mdapmdenae_ The struggles: against the
- doncentration “of villages; arrests; requisitions-of paddy ,
forced énlistments and - conscnptwn .of labourers, "¢rop
. destructions - for the. cu1t1vat1on of jutey the pillage’ of

inarkets, etc:,. had hastened:the arming and trammg. e

of the. masses for a bold march towards ‘the insurrectijon.
N “The preparatlon metlculous and in conformlty W1th
. pr1n01p1e was "’ one of the good pomts of the August
e iRevolutlon : - =

PromptneSs and timeliness

_ The Victory of an msurrectwﬁ depends not- only"
on careful preparatwn but also on its timely launching. .

As we: have seen, - “the

B "Aﬁgust Revolutwn broke-'..-‘
out at a very good tlme" i

' general' 1nsurrect1'on‘__;

' ,,be‘en ‘established all over the‘-‘...

*‘t.he revolutm‘nary foroes. were







and thanks to the revolutmnaa‘y forces of the masses to
" “bundle out the so-called i autonomy " proposed bY the ‘

': "'Ii"‘-French P
_The, leaders of the August Revolutwn had

"_.,“ Wal} ckosen t}w moment for tke decaswe blow tke )
ion,. 50 ! tzmed as do . . .
;.:coznczde wztﬁ tke MOment when® tke"cnsgs has reached
-ats, climid,;. wken it is ful?y -apparent tkat the: vanguard "
S L E ﬁreg&ared Lo fight Yo the end, the veserves” are. prepared
' ot th vanguard, and maxzmum constemutzon reigns o
fmks of z'ke fmemy (S,talm ~— Prznm;bles of'l

Ri 0’1‘ tmn was alSo" L
: and the rlsmg”




: '1nsnrreet10n as « rebellions elements , preventingthem -
. from d1sarm1ng the Japanest troops and restorlng order o
~and: peace -in- Indochma, etc... : o

-Second.: the mternatronal reactlonary elements in

) genera.l could ‘have. explo1ted ‘our:-lack. of un1ty to

- dig- still deeper thé “ditch. between the various:strata”
“of our people. Worse still, they could have' provoked a -

o civil war, plunged the country into division and anarchyﬁfw
: j'-.and worn out -our- forces to dominate us easrly

“But- fortunately, ‘our ‘people,. wretched” under the

e double yoke.of oppression. and explortat1on of the'. Japan-_
| ese. and French fagcists, closed thelr ranks aunder-the:

o gold starred red ﬂag and,, relymg on ‘their own forces,-"'-\_'
rose up to-win ba,ck their liberty.- '

In August 1945, the Dan Viet (I) cl1qqp alhed to

o _the reactlonary-. elements of the Vretnam Quoc Dan Dang

‘he ITlOSt profound Contempt - ’
‘uence, far from exten dxng,_




‘ These three good pointe were entirely due. to ‘the
powerful organized forces and the just’ political line
of ‘the Indochinese’ Cammumst Pariy and of the Vsetmink
Front, .

 Wecan say that without the Indochinese Communlst
Party and the Vietminh Front, the Revolution’ WOuld -
have taken another road: If the Vietminh could not
haye unified all social classes, had not had prestige among
the masses and had not led the imsurrection. for the
cohquest of power, the Revolutlon could have failed.

. The former liberation movements of our predeces-
sors against the French ialled One of the .main
“canses of this. defeat was the lack of an. antl»colomahst'

. -united natmnal front Those former insurrections were
crushed, prmcrpally because they ‘were’ the .rising of . -

only a sect, a group of militants, or a little - vanguard
detachment and -not * a:far-reaching. and deep- rogted

revolution of the people " (Sta.hn) To triumph, a revo- -~
Iution worthy of new times must be a real revolution of -

‘the broad masses, prepared and led by one or several
revolutlonary orgamzatlons The August Revolut;on con- .
quered power, the direct aim of every. revolutlon, because
it was the work of a whole people united in the struggle

under the. leadershrp of the " IndochmeSe Communist -
Party o



Legl Y r;'l"' e s’i‘. h ’CHAPTER IV* s derril ‘,.,;g[-.",”(* :
u;; tasi i o ity
'J;‘HE WEAKNESS:]’-‘ES (;na‘m ;-I;E AUGU! :I‘r o
- REVOLUTION L a\
RTINSy S o ru delar tnll e ),&(I .

e o Ungqua.l degree of dle{t;eqmif}ntlomthpoughout o

kel Biwes  the: COUMELY. votyivi kg woell |

. “*’.Besidfés tliese goblﬂ’ p‘er’hts haé the Augfuet ‘Révtjlu‘timn
B a'nly {véak‘bhe’s? YéEs, rt”has Nar D b g

ilsk

~ F1rst the general msurrectlon was not launch{ed\
with Hhel shitle ! tesslutio “Eliré!ﬁg‘hoﬁt thé thide + Kys **
-'TI) thléldoes not ' theaki”'{lat the ‘ﬁprlsi 3 should htve
" been cardiédodt i o’ sWéep"’%hl'eugﬂfont the “wtible
' cbﬁntr}‘r"'éﬁb‘ﬁ”an’ SvERt rsutd pré’éen’c gty dithéultiss
Wecatisé in ‘an ’&ghcdﬁfﬂral ‘Couptry" Hie V1étnam, ‘the
. Hegreé of ¢ politftai‘ eohéciéﬁﬁneés “id” orgdriizatiohal
Wittt e ‘ebpld fre it Valiferent “levele it laﬁ-’ferém
U Pladés anfd'}ﬁiéahs of cotilntinicatiolt are atill: backward:
i ik ‘i ‘¢onditiohs ?réVa‘ifhng #alodriedtntry in’ Aﬁgdst
1088 " Yeaf, ' wh1l hdve’ Hadn' | better o’ launch’ the
B dpris&héb mmultahéb‘iﬁiy 1 ‘theridin towns, which would |
. dlldw a -tiiore declsive’ ’Eiriﬂ *’Bett‘er “thandged v seizing of
' powéf"and would i By rdeihg thé‘ Prefith™ colonialists .
o GPHIHBpe. Now! Whirdas the insutrectiod was thufiched
. simultanieously . everywhere in the first week. folldw;ng
the Japanese surrender, Sa1gon walted untll the 23rd

- ra,nks of the army of msurrectwn in the: South ‘there
were many elements who dld not _belleve in: the strength

(1) Vietnam was divided by the Frenchlntc) 3 parts, the 3 o Kys " R

34, e




" _-'t‘f the masses and would rather have used plain. d1plo- o
. .macy to persuade the Japanese to glve us' power ‘than -
- -struggle by their own forces, to wrest.it back or support .
' the d1plomat10 work with aotxon by the armed masses.
‘Furbhermore, they feared the .crushing . of such an

o uprising by the- Japanese forces, forgetting that the

lajter ~were; already almost : paralysed at that moment

. """'and ,would be’ even more. paralysed before the strong,

-’-broad ] ses of:the whole nation, :

i This weakness is due to ‘the unequal development.j '
a jfof the V1etnamese Revolutlon as well as to the relative
w Weakness of the V‘letmmh ,orgamzatmn in. Nam Berﬁ_

. ﬁ"om the natlonal leadl.ng orgamsm (1) a fact that
.i..;prov d detrlmental to: the Judmlousness of the 1nstruc.-

n"i in - the selzuig ofF.

'f'espemaflly the French '




mto the country EffectWely, th1s task was carﬂed iout

- «to a certam extent. But. gvely in- ma.ny places where: eu:":‘_.l‘
SR forces prevaﬂed over: thOSe of the enemy, we d1d not use_. o

K even Cause them etny trouble when they remamed fneutral"

and Iét - ‘us- organize the. people’s™ power: 'Generally
speakmg, ‘unider- the. canumstances of August last . year,

. that pohcy was: correct ‘because  the; revolutlonarws_;"’“
" _have no: right to. waste- the masses *:blood - ‘and throw
themselves 1nt0 haZardous undertakmgs, .out of jmere

ct)ncelt o R T I I

ST NS TS S

. Our_‘ weakness dzd ‘not consist in negotzatmg w1th
the Japanese, ‘but iz faﬂmg to miake the fullest useiof -
"the armed magssfes ‘to- support the dtpiomatlc actwn atnd

'n,‘,'troops miss :
the necessa.ry arfns‘




_ -moments to_'_ equal : and ‘even - to overpower ,‘.the_'
~_tevolutionary - forces (in Salgon for example)
. However, it is to be regretted that energetic, t1me1y .
and necessary measures to counteract all possrble dangers _

in” ‘the future, were not taken 1mmed1ately wpon ‘the . . ’
7 selzmg of power and before any foreign’ mterventron at’

a, tlme when the reactlonarles in the country were st111‘
at a loss and ‘had g0 trmef'.t _reorganlze themselVes T]fns

.‘__C"_‘-‘:dOeS not’ mean that aftét the genetal insurrection; we'
. should have 1mprisoned ‘all the ‘French, or put'to.death

o all slements who had’ collaborated in any way with:the.
" Frefich -of. the- Japanese No I"'We regrett only that" the:

repreSSmn of‘ the 'redctionaries ‘during: ‘the August

. Revolution- was  not iearried out fully W1th1n the
framework of its possibilities. '

_ 5 Revolutronary power" ‘should’ wrllrngly pardon the
:guilty -who repent ‘but’it must be firm- W1th all traitors.

For a mew-born- revolutlonary power, “to be Ienient”‘=

L .'3wmth countér*revolutlonarres ig:tantamount to: comm1tt1ng

K .' th,e forces.'of

‘suicide, ‘Did. ‘not the ‘Paris Commune commit a grave.
error in fa111ng to pursue and emnmate the “Vérsaillals” P L

Failure to seize the Bank of Indochina
The Iounth shortoommg aof -the: August Revolut;on :
urrection failed to-seize. the. Bank-of = -
‘_'_Indpchlnazanﬁ $uppress the - _prIV11eges of the magnates '

kS

‘:on m the ﬁnanclal'fleld a$ for. example’ by: the: ¥¢Je°t1°n""' o
) pi tos; ] hus placmg more. drﬂicultres inour . -
heP aris: Commune met ‘with go, -

sof th1s opportumty to attack ns’ later:{' o



- many obstacles prec1se1y beca‘u‘.&e it fa11ed to sewe ho’ld

o .of the Bank -of France : ‘

" The Japanese and’ the French bequeathed to our
‘people 8 power an almost hopeIess economlc and financial

her1tage ‘But we were ahle to hold our own because of the

o efforts of the government and the whole people

sacrlﬁces made by our Workers, publlc servants and
soldlers, and because of fhe mdustnous and’ devoted

. ’L‘h1s fourth shortcommg Was not due to any: under T

o iestnnaduon by the Ieaders -of the August:;;Revoluft;on of
- the: finaficial, questron, but due rather ‘to the fact" that
. the/Bank of dndothina is & finaneial institution acu g

* notonly.on behalfof: the Fren.ch and the Japanese butﬁ-

also of other countries.. ... g

B < 1f we. were not, ablE t@ sweep away all the French

‘ '1Inper.1alists in ‘one, blow; ‘hoyw..could,we hold: out. ﬁrmly _
_-agamst several other‘ nperialists. as well? ‘.

" Thefour _bove~mentloned shortcommgs of i

o Auvgust Rev on:-each had. thelr reasons, But, m anc

i.objectw 3 ep c1sm we.- cannot fall to pomt them out o

Rid _mlt’»‘.- that for th1s ‘Teagon’ oi' the other and ’
inginto account the condrtions of the_ A‘ligust Révolu-—




Japan,eee and kllhng many of, tl}e;n in varmus plece;s, |
thus prqvoklng them to destroy many . good quahty arms.

..'V;. These “good” people asserted that,  in . the condltlpne .

("p;eyallmg lagt August, if the V1e1;m1nh had not. inter-

o ‘vened, they would have I:;een able to ”pegetlate” w:th the - E
Japanese and get many Arms: f;‘om them. wij:h:n 2 zfew

L . insugrection; permlttmg them %’1103{13’ f

o days. We regret having to put it to. ‘these gentlemen ‘i, th; L
:V1etm,3n;h had not led .the, whole \people in the geperal
me a. portiop -

AN of the ;Japanese anms, held by the “Bao An’! unitg.and ©

- ;Japenese ‘troops, when these “gentlegnen“ expecteql to
be: given:these _“begged-fo;r arms by the, Japanese and

K : ,1f they . had succeeded in gettmg them, we.can be . sure -

: ":-ﬂ-es;tabﬁ' and consolidating the democr atic rep

- they: Weu]‘dﬁ ]E_l_ave used them with an- ob]ect K otheru

f--_'[system and_;the people’s power, or expelling. th,e foreign * .
) aggressmn and. checkmg the coutter-revolution ! -
- This: fa.:llune 40, oompletely -disarm _thig:- Japanese
. ‘.troops was due.to, the subjective conditions of the Avgust .

than -
1cen

Revolutl,on In pl,aln words when you. have.only & bmall'.".

xpect to. make big proﬁts and -

;'_ﬁmthout t'anlgs end rheajfy canpons, - -we eqqld not t,a);e’

__possessmn of ithe'-;]apanese tanks and heavy canpon§ '

1g ant . of 360d taot,lcs £a.11ed 'Ee des'troy ,:
t1fwa,\t‘ s (‘as for exampl‘e,, the se:zure of ’I,hax e




aWay aII reactwnarles

Nguyen) whatever the caSe, 1t ‘must be admltted that -
with more prompt1tude ahd’ boldness, we should' have
‘Peen ablé to’ disarm the. Japanese trooPS from' the very .
begmmng of the insurrection. Were not the rnsurréctibn o
: troops successful in many places’ without any- ‘bloodshed
~ or hard fighting? Tt seemed that the forces of insurrection
) Were ‘bréaking a butterfly ‘on the wheel faced with- an
“-.exhausted and- already defeated enemy, they ‘.Earled to
avdil’ ‘themselves “of - ‘the *situation ‘and, by" takmg a
 further step;’ should: have been able to snatchithe arms
froth ‘the- hands of the J’apanese “For in fact, our. m111tary »
task in that period consisted miore in dlsarmlng the enemy :
than in castmg him down. - ‘

That shortcommg is ‘ome of the reasons why the L

racter as that of the great revolutlons rn other couﬂtnes g

Lack of ﬂrmess in .the repression of

L Here 1S the th1rd weakness of the August Retrolutldﬁ U
-_'Immediateiy after the establishment of revolutfonaty
Lpower, we ‘did not ﬁrmly élimmat‘e ‘the various categorlesf :
of tra.ltors and faﬂed to take sufﬁc1ent1y energetm

'_ forees of 'msuri'ectlon carry out the
but they dld rit






