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'PUBUSH~R$;"'i'-IOTE 

,uT,\'U;'n~Cbi~~;~IlJ:l>et'ol'til'e!?"litlcaIBur~auof, the Ce6tral 
, . ~ommitteeof tbe,i::;~6Dong]>ii'rt1(Workers' Party). Vice.pteinieT 

',of ..•. tJ;t~'DeniQctatjc.,:l\eP\l.hlis,)t,Vi.1;nam. wrote tll~" August 
\' ,: "\ReV01~#on/' in: J94'6~,;,:'0n':'·'~$~",'o.opasibrt,' of ,,~he' "first anniv~rs<lr.y.·,-, of', 

'", " ' :this :tn0niallidtis~'i'~V~~~~:' :~,~::;,~~1fne~~,~~¢><l~, .. oll'~ ·~istory. , . I,,", ' 

',' .'.j:",;,:}SinaetB~Jj'~I:~¥~,~~~ ,~a,y~' t(\Ir~~ :~l~.!n .onrcountry, 
':.;.';,;,:pt~l1.Biiln. !?J:iti;ltn~';~b~::.~~~~:v.,~:Agr~~jtierits. !>ave broughtti)e·!oug , 

. : iVar' <If ~esis~a\}c~. ,to::~ ,~i~W~i~., ,ilpp.;, Under th~, leadership of, the 
, " LaQ ,:Oo\,g P~~t'l( ,~\1(:J:~ili'r~i~lwt Ho 'Chi Minh, our p.ople are no:", , 

l;Y,ag\Ilg,;11) ~e$1l~~tIti~ti!l~le ~~' ullite 'thllir country, ani! l!iuild.'up , 
':-'+,:.'$c!cialialu stepw:stej:;"jji'the CODlplet.lY liberated zone of North '.' ", 
~~: ':, .. i ,~:::~"-Vi.~tn~~;;:/"'\~';'\:;~,,:;.,:,;,::~~;\':2~:'" ~·::::-,' .• t·,~,:,,:,-<:) 'f.><:-,'~'>';~' .. :" ''', , " ' " ,., 
'.. '.' ·~~\~~~('~i:'~~t!:ti;{'~f.tliai: although' this bopk was writ;~l' 

'. ··.,:i!II946;i(~tjll','l\~s)h'iih4Iibi"est.;liQt~it;Yibec"use,o/,t!\e j.inl?i;>~.taqce .' 
(;'" "6fth~ 'eYi!i~~si1i <i!~IlcI~·tW'lth. ,btit":lso because. (if . tile per~<inality .of 
~" ~:;~:,t~~,-,:':~_r:f~¥',':::"il)9:(~!!,j~~::\~~,~:::);o~~_~,\t~:"j~: ::,e~ner~l, SeCtetary o~< ,'~~~' 
{j ", !,/indophjaese /()Q,l,Alf\l!jjl¥,:g~!ty.Jl1aY~ii;>prominentr.ole in,.,t1J,~; 
'" .' .. ',"." ;ug.lIs.·.'.~.·;~ ... "",().,.i.!i.~ .. IOii.;ii.',q.'.:,,i.t9,,·,. ·45.·.·, .. ,i, .'i'· "i.:',. .·i" , " \ . ','. ':"'A.",',' '",,, :r". 
,:/i~:,~~ "," .'", ".-c',:',': 
. ,;:, ' '," 'i' " ", i'_,. c"; , i' ' i', ". 
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.' PREFACE 
to the 1946Vietn'ames~ editio\l 

. '., Dear readers.. 

. thisiittle. book iStla6Uec!iou of arlicles' Publisheiin 
. the Mwspap~, ... S If T hatl '/'J'lieTruth) .on the ¢~c({sion:9f 
thefirstrinmvmary of the August Revolution. T/ie ar#'ctes 
have been revifed. and ,filted out. some pqssa~es~ave .bee~ . 
re-written/. ' .... ..... . . '. :. ." .. 

. Our 'only aim is to.r~la;eth;e histoi'yottkeher;ai'c . 
" '," \ , ' . 'c, , .. ,'" " .. ', ., " "_', ,. ',' ""~' ,,(:, _,', 

struggle of ou( people. tv ~ubfn:if ttto animp,artialcriticism ... 
to deter,i!}ine ·~.he· character and the. significance 'ol the·A uc 
gUslRe>Botutiolt.. io ouilineit~devdoPrnent' fo;'t~e" t1!ture 

. ·.and;la$tty;tQ,e~eal'toourc~m:fiiit,¥btstJie i1llmedi~t8mtll~, 
. ~asks';in·. 'piew lor' ihe rcaUsatfoU' iJl.nat{~nat indepe'!tde"'de~ •. 
f"etdomliitdhappiness. . .... ...,.:'.' ...... ,.. i" 
. At Iht.pr~setil·· Ume';ther~1trl pe'opt~ who ha:uit'WZI!~ • 
a drop o/Swellt' lo,' * ,,:#Mut'ion, or Wholrilveactelt"·an.f 
Ilrencting(ts'traitors .'wJl'o'lryto'deny the intp:ortll;'a~O'tt1ie 
August Revolution. They pretend thatqrJrpeopk .#d':n:rxf. .' 
struggte'$o haril\aitdt'hatthp,ygot pds$ess'£'ono/ PIJ~e~ by:' 

.u cliance·~.Agains~th.is poiiiti>f. vi~w;'qwki-ch' ~temsfro~'an,. 
o/iVious.blla laith;·w"hi:r..~e only N fewefftber .. heie/Jle p1idses 
of 'oarip~opl~'sst~ugg le('iii.t~e·"(JleaiNi~·ti6nal Salva.tia'fl· 
. MY/vement .. agtl.in,~t .. ~h~#p(mes~· Fo'$ciS!s···. a~ .w¢li ·ils·· jn~he.i 
.Augufl.G6I'Wallnsu~ri¢ttoiJ).:· 'We:sit~sspaitle¥td .. '!y 'lh~ . ' 
leading"rQle·· .. an#or,gtliti~i#W:;'~~'rk oflhe'l nilo¢l!iirifSi\co'fli,­
mountst>]!, arty.:.lin:d .... 6li~.::'rl!ietminJh .Front, as' :lw.~tl· w!!·~·th~" :,<. 

, " ',', _ • ," ", ,,' < ,\-\',', _' , , ".: ',_ '''-'.-. ,',-,'. i " :", ,', ,"-'. ' '.'''',,:.-, ',' "', '. ',' _" t,· \, 

$Mif¥b·iI{jti.'lf~~'pfl#Mi¢s'.~n'.:t~:~: .• ~n.:parat~r'Y:p'li'i44.;j!r..f7iif:, 
',' ',-in~,~rf~b'tio1i;.'~,~;. '/;,: ,', '_ ',":\':"- ':'-':.,-, ,',: _ '<, ,:,~,:"" <\ ,'::>~" :/-",'; <,:<,<' ;'-:,:".' :- ',:: ,." (':':'»:' :::,.>; ':-:,::~{'::,: 

..... ......,:. Be~.ide'$;.tq,;,~1f~~'¥fl~rp.~ii~MO (tl{A'F~en/h'"ol,,#ir/U$I~'i$,:jS< 
. ······.·'#p.q1io/Of;ak~68~,Ofi.iu!.d.'61!iu~c6~siv~.encroaghi1teilt$~~·lJ¥\·· 

,'~ , ' ' , - . , ' 'I 

:;<, "':-"'. '-:.' 



military fjeld,and of divisio'/fanddeception in the political 
one - we outline tk d~~ails o/tltis ,sin.g{epath for the 
salvation and building of the cquntry at {his stage, the path 
of union and 01.. stry!?gle mapped Clutlor ourpeoptl by 
!>resident No Chi Minh. . .. , . ..' .:. .,.. ... I The A1fgust Getler~llnsurr8ption,.like t.he Great. Na-
tional S cUvation¥ oV~fftetlt a~ain$t the 1 apanesefascists .is 
a Strltgg!e ,w#h.a variety of forms and ric.h bHQnipnt. This 
book would flotdare pr¢tend to contain the lull story of its 
mani/otd .. xperje1jcM. W e'hopethat tMfighte~s in ~ur 
nationat' Iiberqti~fk.in9Vement witt arawjurther expe.riences· 
Irom It in or(t~rtQbbmptltethi$ Oook. '. .. . 

. jn~py(ase,'A~"ijfgtio:wl,1'/gpages willb~N(fo~e . use N .. they,supceedill,isJte?!g{~e,'I1itlg jhe teqder's. faiNt. i? ··.t~e . 
, .. ~~ccess .' ot t«e.ta~:~~·r.~;~:at.~ij~lftb~ratlon,~a1'/d helphlmtfJ 
understand .betle.rl1li$"',f~v,lOdutles,' to ftfity unders(an4.the 
poU~y, a4vocat~db>J;'t~lc,q'JftfJ,Ul?ist$in.01!r:country jor the 
",~esent peri:qd;a~~(Jie.·greli! &fNc!iven,8ss ,0/ c#r.ta,in . Marxist­
l;en/nistme~hqds' p:j: .mQ.~iti~inl? thiein(lsses, a</apteilto the 
liituati~n tii,'fMocil!i~k;'" " . ..' .... . .•. '.. ...... . .. ' , 

,'t~e AuiiiMR~I{Q{ution,is on~J,,01feof 'thefir~t:v,ietories ' .. ', ()/ the nationtl/..tfberat{o/nmevctnent. Tf 4,shait ;haveto'/igh/ 
.htfrrl,er ba.ttle~ tos4~~guardQur1iat'iQna/. s?ve~~ignt:y. (J"d 
te,,!,i~or.tfll integr(t'!,tg,.:eli/}sQlidate 9.urd.et}tpcra~i,~. r.e.pupuc"n 

. . "egil1fe' '!ft:Ctt~aplUe'IJ.~our fotCl/1.i1/,df1!.C,11dffllie. ./ ..... ... ..' 
'\ · ... ··Th~~sf(1',ggte:.tor. 'na,tionat Ulmationis~tl'efnet'){"ard, 
··.~IIt, 'uw.~a,~~etY','achire've cQifI:pt¢,f\:ViQtQr~, We, firmZy.: ~Mieve 

'.< ;:tMs;·..atylnaif) ill'l!ile ih~reatle~ tQf.e'l/·!.eW,lf!,'ith'/fS, ~ur ,r,ic,ent . 
···:!t~:r~i'f!~.tu,ig,e;~6:~~s,\ta'pr~p~~;.'o.irtiN~~\jo~t#tlf!'ii~tr1figtes,. 

" -, ., '~':':;" l-:':;~,./.,\(.;. ',' 
. ',') •. T~i1(j)~@.')~1Jl:~NH\\, . 
"~~llpj,"&'\\P~~\~~:,~~/ .• t94Q.· : 

, ',' '.-, ,,:' -.;,:~~ 1'_' :r('-' ':: ' " 



:"', CHARTER,r,,"" . 

. '," 'J\.qLo,~19lJ~'rAG~I)'.f6tf~·~ISTO~:r. ;,.: 
,.; ,:." ,'. . " .' ',\' I '" -: ," 

Th!'lliillh ti.4!! of theant.-,Japllllese. movement . . '.' ",' ) .. , ,,' - ", -',' ,', " ,'" ',:" " 

On MM~l;t, 9. r:945, in Indochina, the Japanese fasci$ts 
~wept 'theFrench:c()lonialists out, of, ,the political arena, 
III le$sthan twenty'follrh9:urs"in:;tkl:the.main towns', the .. 
J?:renc.h :c.ol<!)nialist&: laiddOWi\· theit, arms and s.urrendere<!I 
to, the : Japanese. Some.French 1.Inits scMtled. to th~ 
fro}ltier. A.t .C,ao .. Bang and",!3ac Can, ,others' made an 
aHempt,to,coQperate, with tiie L(biraiionArrny in,. the' 
·ftghh~$,ins:t.the: ]apllnese fasds~s., AL.J3ac Can';',a 
;'Franco - Vietnamese resisfano~ ,.oommitte~ . against the 
lap.a,neseJa.$~is~s': ,wa$.jOrg'lIljzpd.But 'Ifter a, time, the 
,:Fr~ndl; left,)lsitllditjed to, Chipa,(I); .. It can,be,saicj"tll.~t . 
~Ml\r.enc4 tr9Ppijn,lndpchinadid.not res~st the JapSlmes,e,. 
a,,Qd.,t:\1at.theResjstance . .w.as;onlyol1I; own peopJe'$w9rll:;' . .,. ,'. ," ' , . 
: ,,' ':@!l,! :theLVery night or Mapo1;! 9;tthe Bure,,-u'oftll'ec 
'Gel1ttal,~t~lnrlhl'g, Gommltte'e. of the ·IIidoehiuese,Corhri'i:tln~· 
'hltl)l!~*ty,"at 'f;J;',rneeHnghelci at, Tn !Son. (Bac Ninh 
pr()yln:c~) ,,'l!Ilj;1~i.{ll,:aorkm.' froni Ham(jJi,:de~ided to gi"~!'a . 

· stron'g"l!>oo$~'t.t.!'l£he; "Qre4t Natioml) Salvatiol11\:[ovement '. 
' .. agltJinst the')Jil;:Q,aJ{ese~]i'~$\;ist~?L' .' .. '.. ,,(,} 
· ), .•... Thejj(iktdaYi'jr/{theHoang;Hba.,Tha:mresista:nce 

z'6ite '(Hig-ha'nd .lIi1ditJ:e'l~egi<;itis' of 'Nbrtrt ,Viet~anj), the" . 
,gheiiJ1iisto~.k the iS1Jl\l,~~a"pb~t~:\jY;Motrii, ,'dfsatrtlM"i 

'.\,' ; .. :J."cj"';'-"-(·'{F,<I'\1'~"'';'J,;> ,'";.;,I,:','·!~·,;I<';_,(.,-,,;.,, \;., .,{,,) T;;j"· 

· . .);'(t)Alt1ibtlgh14\l'jor Replat,Cap;B.iiw lin.d LieutQli~",~rPP\1'tl~~~ . 
, i/-t .lilW>' 'q,,~9rMr"fl. ~h.ei.ttpoJ>!i ,t~i.Il<\?lle,,'~e :with.' ,the, 'li-i1)~rati~J> 

. ',Atmy;it",as'ioav9iCI b.eing di~"rmet\:b.~o.ur,force.,!'ath.~t~a" .. 
'. , til. carry On th~struggleagains1;, thil· J~panese' f ... cist$:Tlier~~9r" . 

;ehOc~jij~dj l>~,f".rO!w~ging.vsli'l; '~inglt; ;batt1~;\JII:9\(t"id;'i, .. ; .•....... ., .. ' 
":".,,, ,:'" 

'.:,', 

'" ,;..", ';, "r, 



number of French soldiers 'andbf Bao An (2) . units to 
prevent their arms ,from fal,lil;llr jnto .. the>.~an<!s .of the 
J'!:patiese; they attacked the Japariese troops moving 
along the roads of Tuyen Quang, Thai Nguyen, Bac Can 
alld Cao' 'Bang proV'in'ces, harassed them even irithe 
chief townofBac Can province, and la:unched sudden 
attacks against their base. at Gho ehu', etc .. : InNOrth 
and Central' Vietnam,. th,msands . of paddY stores set \lp 
by the Japanese were storinedby thepeeple 'an'd their 
paddy st0ck~ disttibuted to the· poor. In this way the 
famhi6·wasrelieved by revolutionary means. In Sac 
cGiang, Thai Nguyen, Bacean aM other provinces, 
peasants rose uCp,sel,zed and di~klbuted land held by 
the Japanese and' French ... 

·Most 0fthe·atta:~ks against the paddy stores became 
arlned :.paradesanddembnstrations .. Armed· Vietmihh 
militants .. hatang'tied ·the masses at· cross-roads and in 
rnarket~plaees to win them' over to the tl.atiorialcause:. 
J'be , .. il\·\lsioll.thattlle Ja:panese fasjlists coul<l.beuseful 
't0~>.thaHheyhad.¢ome to freells, ·etc,..: was; Vig0rQUSly 
com/Ja:tted. b~the' mass6sand,re'Volutionatyranks. In 
maim towns,' picke(iunitsofthe,YietminhFront, operating' 
und!!r the noses of the J acpaneset:fOOPS ;kilred thedoaJngerous 
traitors and the predato'~y; J apli.nese. offipers ,so,wing 
()9-WJ!I.S1011 .intlleh ff1,nks 6i. the . J El;pajlese~as.cis~sand 

.~h~i~ Jp,G.1<:ey~.,\i;v.~.rywh~re,.IIe.I~cd~fen:c.~ ~J1i~s ,oF ,guerjll!1-
te41l1.a,!tey~lopeli .quickly; .• "Ev~ryqne··teveris)iLy soqgpt.t9 
get any kind of weapon so.a~ to be ready to hurIhimself 
atth,e'.enetlly,lI>.tthe.fir.st. opportunity. PQOpte's'Comn,{iiees 
w~te'fQ1iiidediri'1heregi-ons<:()f}trI1UedbytIteg~erllhls. In 
),.; 'j -;:.,' 1":" r," .j; d.,', ,t. 
, ~,\'i .~ti( ",<" I :;~; , 

(21' J;I~ti:An.J')t~Q@p~Jellllu'i~gtMpuppet·gqY.~"l''»~ll~·S Mcu,lw· 
. . ,- I~' 

, • ;.i. ~ 

'- to,~ . ',' - " 



other ~on,~s, Lib~,rr:ltion ,Committees sp'r~ljg up lilW"musp." 
rooms and, began on th,e one handtQ l,e,ad;the JiIla~~es 
ilj.thepreparatiqns for, thegenera,l ins1!r~ctioJla,nt;l 
on the other hand, to, train them to e;x:ercisepqwer." 

TheR,ev:qlution was gaining anjljcnldiple ~t~ength. 
The pre 7 insprreCtionary atmosphere preyailed ,every­
where,arousing the enthusiasm of the members of organi­
sations for nati,o~~1 salvation a,nd winpjqg oVer even the 
wavering elements: ' 

'In April, the Rev'olutionary Military >Cohf~ren:ce ,of 
NorthVietn:am held at Bac Giang; drew tip 'the general 
insurrection preparatory plan and formed the General 

'Commalld,o£.the NO'rth VietnamLiber.iltionA,rmy,' , . 
::tn Jime; by decisi()n of the c()nferenCe, , of cadres 

from the six provinces of·Cao Bang, Lang'Son; Ha(;iang, 
Bac Can, TuyenQuang and Thai Nguyen, cO'llvene'dby 
tl1e Vietmj,nh, General Committee, the '/tI'Ae:Z(nte was 
officially £oul}ded incLud/llg .the. t~rritorywf ,tl\e~~, ,sijC 
provinces ,aJ;l(! ,1,lpjfying..,theyarioUs regjq!lS~plac:e,~:L tmg~r 
tl)e contr!ll ofjh~rev,olutionary P9w,er.,J,;p<j Jyl''I,IJ, Vietn,{tm 
.;ame i~tobeiljg,1.'he people 'sc()mmi,Uees acloptel'! en(llf;get.tc 
mll.as\lI\<IS" ~o!,ilup!"l'es~ . the .ta~,9i$tmi)itilir~~*S', ,i,onnsof' 
QPpr,eJ!s'iqnl\aru;l, e~ploitation, activllly,1;i~eltktl),e 'cQI\lA!~li~t ' 

"'cl\ainsand 'i~prove,the people:s Hvtng:cond!ij~I(J,~. ' 
Apart Qf~9rt4,Yiet.l?ofl,m was effecU"e~y cOli\trol!e~ ,pl' tb,e 

, revolutionary ,Ro\V~r,,!},sit.uqt~\>n wi1liqll,l\!iQvi4't;(:\' tile 
,A,gg~~~ G~n~ral I.I!:~lurt~ct,iRn with e'ftr~tpely fav8?rable 
'prehm),n,arycond!Wm~, "," . "'",, "" ,," 
,"i ~rom ,J.~ne qn, the r<\lfie4 A{r :F6,rf6s X~~n~~~d 
p11lj~~lve ,attacks against Japan. , , ,"', 

, .• ,. ;"'":\.' ,'- . " ,,_., _"" ,,0,1 _" _',\'''_','',.,_ ~.,l •• 

,', Jp My, ~t ,~e J?'btsgaIllG9ll'heF,Ejnpe,qtlJ,~I§~l1j~t ,', 
iU,u,iP!l, .dl'cided tq pf}rtic~pate,ip th~. ,;IVjj;r\lli,~i!l~t"lap~!l' , 

, -<,+1,~ 



'TW" "VI~thlirlh"Gen~ril' Committee. 'lieitdedby comt~de' 
Hb:.QliiMiiih':'speeded up the c6nveningof' the Na.tiohal 
.;Congress.'fl:i.\t;beca'tise' Of difficulties' ofcommunicatlons, 
th';;Congr~s~¢ould.botbehefd'until August. ill the 
"iibera:t~d.zon~ orily/arid at the ve'rynio~eht "of the 
Japarie~e' capitulation:. . , , . ' .. ." 

I' . ',;i 

. " ¥rh~ Au/iust instirrectiori 
'. Y I:" J' ' t', 

· 9n. Apgllst ,; 9.;., ~he. ,Soviet: ,~~9. Artpy, .1aunclled·a 
:powedul at,~ack qn.,MaJ;lchuria. and witllin,si",: days •.. the 
,~rack J a p"ln!!s~~ .,K,;wantuhg "",rilly\\, as elltirejY,ro~t~,<;I: .. 

This,fuj.ldal'l"itlBtal victory oithe S0viet:Army deddecl' 
,the,fate ohthe:].apanese Ja,scistsanq the S,oyJet oWnion 
)"ad i\;ctuaHy·nli>M~ted the! peoples ,.subject.ed·tQ J !ip~ese 

,- ", "', 

'.p,p~r~$siQn., ,,'.:"-!~r-:~>~, ~F!' ;, ," ',-" " " , . 

·'N Thesitualtion'i>fJa'!'iitn becamehapel~~s and'it was' 
then'tha't the Comnturiist· Party. whicH was at the time .. 
"1i:&fttin~Hs; N roti611'alCbrtgtess;,fobk'·a' decisi6n to lilun~h ' 
·thegeilt~ra:lcirtif~fi'e'(jtion ". and to found! thddeltioqrMib 
'tel,!>u'bllciih: ;regifhe:iil l . Vietna.m.The· Vletfuinh' 'General 

. 'Committee apptti\fila these'c!lecislons a:nlHhe 'In~utitection 
c'Jhlmi#eewas,:'iIDme'diately set' up: At thei'n,,,ifg:'of.'the· 
ilti¢lheht' 1.jlidO'ndifidniiIsurrehder6f': Japan,"" this" 
Go1i1initteega:ve t'he brd~roi'tthe'IWghtlQ{ l4tigtist 'I3.f!!r 
'tlie1aiiliclr~1Ig clf :fhe general 'insur~ebtiort. l;, ..•. " i .. " ·'1 . 

· ':i,,' 'iit'fh.!e 'j.;hll¥rilng···oiiilg'uSt~ i6 .. ;the.
i 

fl.' e.' 'h. './;i.;.iL.con~r.· .. ';s.s 
'. ",' '_,', ,',' ".r.I"""",,·-/"".'iJhl''l.,:rldcr''f''ji 

.,,~.~~ h~lQat~ll.n;Jr,!\o\'iFll.~~! Tu¥e!l~u~n«.\lrOY1~ce, in the 
· .•. ·1r6t·)i(ji#,.~bre thl(it 6.Oc!l;ille~a;f~s: fr9IA,1?igaxld'~xp.all . 
· national;',li\i:n&tIties'and ' 6fal1pblitical conViCtlons'lin 

. !Qiir\c,cotUitty;·g;ttlt~rlng .lnaii'iatOt6sp.heteoH~ieii~s§ip .' 
... ' .lIlfa'" k~e~1' leniMsfasw' ap.prt1yed 'the;Vle'tniinh. Gli11er"al 'j 

" \'i 

• 



Committee's or4ef fo~. general insurrection. <ieci<ied,qpqn 
the .domestic. ,and foreign policjes of. tile .,revolutionMY 
pow.er I\ndappointed· the Libera.tion Nq,tion'a! Committe.e . 
()l Vietnam,. i.e. ,the Provisional.qqvernment of th~ 
Demecratic Republic of. Vietnam. . 

.' " . After many yea.rs of perilous peregripatious and lilt . 
clandestine activities, cqmrade Eo Chi Mi\1happeare4 . 
for the .first time before the.people's"'deLegaites.,, "".', .. 
. ,Beeause. the people's Congress .opened. immedill<tely 

· atter, tile.' general insurrection .order had, been laullc.heddf 
· had to hold.,a" lightri.[lng " sessi~n a1law4nll",tll~"ctele~'te.~ 
to return '<!iuiokly .t.o .d:heirlacalregions .. a.nd;.tagether w.i~b· 
the' .d~,cat"militants,. to leall the ,·decisiveq a't,n:tgglei; -(In 
I·aot; •. as'earIY as August l.a.,some; delegate.s "b<iqnq, ,faf ' 
tJie 'Congress, received,.-the order to turn, ,back,) : " ,';., 1'" 

, , Duringthishis~oric. Congress, the Inliochjnese,·tom, 
,inU"ni!lt· hrty ad vacated' 'an extvemely elear'policy, ito 
leid'the masses In'.iMtii'VeotiOjl' in order lci><!lisarm"the. 
jaraMse, befa~e thearriV'lilofthe,A'l!iedforoesiln Ind0io' 
..:hina ;to' vvre$tpower . from' ·the' Jti,pa;t)ese.aild. theii: 
puppet stooges" and' TInally, :as·thepedple!s;p()werr; l,to 
-welcome the ·Allied,force;;coming t@'ldisal!ID"the"]<tp3ll1' 
.esa troops' stati'Oned In: indoohina. . ' 
'In numerous Idealities; t aki" g tid vall t!l.ge.'6f. the· " 

" .extreme' 'collftlsioi!''!Jf the Japanese. forces;''Ylio'vv~re 
..:onscious of' their imminent' defeat, the V\etIhinh' 
.militants:, : impl~n:i:e11J4in8';tiP.¢ ,iristtl.l'!Jtions,;given' ;b~ 'dIe ' 

· ·Communist Barty,inMareh):taok'the initiative t\? lead' 
'. tJ;ttpe,,?@le,tp;rise,i,1.Ipandi ~~iz~: BPvv~r;,;~v,,,,~, ~Hore . 
: :rqceiving:,t1wgenl¥af ;ins1.lr,re<1tign :9r<;l~r :,a~,fP',r;\el\.a\ap~ .. 
4:~~ il;\sufr~cH9\\1atiffaTinl;l on t>-ugus& ;Ih>M9;\.1~!lg':Wgil:j 

· "i>.~"A1.Ig1.l~~. 'f3,·,·al1d,.,thet~kipg;0f,sey,er,I!J:Jali!!!neS'~(i1?Q~J~, 
I ' , ,- '.'" 
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ili'tl1evicinity of the /fee zone on AUgftstt4 and 1'5. On 
August 16, the news of the Japanese sUl'tEmder began to 
spread-rapidl'y. In all provinces, huge public meetings 
accompanied by armed' demc:1nstrations were held in 
the public thoroughfares. A great. n1in1b~r.· of factories 
and,pllblit offices ceased work. The gold' starred red 
flag was seen wavingeveryWhere.M·aily:arm~d demons­
trations Were tttansformed . into sudden attackS on 
Ja1>anese posts: On August 17. and .. IS., hundreds of 
thous!i,nds of people demonstrated in Hanoi. A general 
po1iticlll strike 'began. The Vietminh;d~legates called. on 
the masses to seize pqwer. On :AtignstiI'g, the entire 
capital rost!'iup. The Bao An troops:.an¢lpolii:edetac:luilents 
tended towards the Revolutionary. forces; The insurvec" 
tional forces· headed by their . vlmguardshock det'ach­
merits of youths. artd workersand)ed:bythe Vietminh 
cadres, took by storm the ,hc:1te.i where the Imperia) 

. Delegate had been ,residing. :T.he:lat1;er,hQwever, ha4f1ed 
with 4is lackeys. The Vietminll. Leagtleproclaimed the 
fouhdatiori of the provisioncalreYQluti(l)nary .power. Fac!\d 
with: th~ (irresl$Hbl~ ,gtowth ,of' the: revolutionary move, 
ment. of the.elitite.l\\ati(i).~:and' people,.utrHed . liS one, Bao 
Dai abdicated. The Tran;Ttong l{itll puppet govevnmen:t 

. s!1rre.n.dexed, Tile. Yietminh Gep:eraJ)Cor\llnittee~;mt'their 
delegate&,to. Hue to. rec,eive the K:ing'~a\jd.icatiqn . 

• : I ,.; t, 1 ." ' ' .. :-" " 

,':,:\!The birth ,of:·the : Denio-eliaticHRepubliC;';; : I.';; , . 
.. '. oIVietnarti .. , Lij 

'A, ~w days' IIL'ter;' ·alln';stall,J:nij't111'f')ets>of·)me"P;iet.i " .. 
nam' '. Ublfatidn National 'e6ift'nitt~~kl':Ti1¥t:>'JrJi;Hl(il(iLln 
cohfprmit'§ . wltfi'tlrtl'n'ew situa1!ibrl'.th'e;ilb~ni.lrirt'fe!i '. wa~ 
refu~1l).ed'td '/n¢h!de some nofi'paiftY'pers'oha~1t'i~iiiand' 

';;"14';;; 



. to constitute:'a: provisional unUted' national government 
presided'over byHo Chi .Minh,On August 29,· 1945, 
a·detacl1lment of the Liberation Army. from tpe re.~ist. 

al1G~zone,entered Hanoi, ·hailed by the thunderous 
ovation of. an enthusiastic crowd .. Oli September 2, 

PiesidentcHo Chi. Minh appeared before the people in 
Hanoi's Ba Dilih square where nearly 5~lOioOO peoplCi} 
gatherediil a .huge meetil)g to hear the first President 
ofnew.Yietnam read.t)J.e proolamqtion oj Independence 
of the Democratic Repu bUe .of Vietnam to the Viet· 
lialAese people; and to. the world. : .' . 

. ·On August ~3; at Saigon-Cholon, a million of. our 
compatriots demonsttatea in the. streets. The South 
VietOan;l ; Administrative Goml)jlittee wl;l.s founded.' The 
vaUSllard YQ.uth ~n<:lmiliti~ seiczed power In the. provinces 
apd Ul1ired, ,together. to form the. revolutionary·troOf!$ . 
of .. the South. pI l1eW Yietllarn .• . , , .', 

Op<!after 'another, .fromdhe . cities' to the rural areas, 
ft0m . t)J.e;l~Mta: ~o· . 1'Ihemoul1tainous.regions; the.elect~d 
people·s·Committ~"scomplet!lly st:1piitseded . the'¢orrnpt ., 
administf~tive machinery; of· Oll1;hdll;~lo$and lilotabllls.ln'·· 

. less,)lthaiMteen days'; im el1>t~~eneiw adm:int8ira:ti~e: 
madhil'Ult:Y(biJ:a.dil;>een'£ounded ••. ;, ...' ,.. .',/ ""'" 

·Thepti~~n"doorswere. opened "~ide .. a~d .' poHHIcs.1'·· . 
. ' aUclltotrlm91t !«~"'¥,!\~SciMf$' weteteleased J:jy:th~, 
.·.n¢V'.irlult.i?h'lllFy.;;pp1if~r·~.J·ib,!l:t'ltra.it~rs.were' se"e~eIS··pti:~lsb,l. 
ii:!il;, . :Thee, ,'. per$l1nil.ijJ.·tJl,IlI'·\y~·,;,a;bOli$h:ed:' "'The· ·f.etni~f 
',", '.' '''': ,,",(r " "\"', :.,' '. " '-.,",' l ,-'" ", • 

" .fis.cilil';reglme 'Yll.S; ,gra'tl.l1itllY"1110ditlllcl> 10'alld " J~tits" We.~~ 
";re~~e!l1!;;) (li,'ticl'G~hlliiill.~1>nriiie' field~' .d.1s't·riBut~d ::ttio~e:.·· 
'. ·e4ilii~:iI)~lyj,;b~'·;:i!if.~ti'Ch· .. iina i!tstriili!:.¢i1terPtfseil'," ';inl~h!i.:· . 
'. ~ih'lblld~,gg:i.":tll~ "jJ:!ij!imllElS&§iil'¢e"MarehFi9(·i~A:3'l,;rlilt~~i.·. 

", '·';'iai~6 •.. tir¢t\C~1l.1I{?1('~~;if.~~.:~ew.power'·.a~d'iwef~lJ~!ff~O'+~i1'" 
j:$d~ ..\,;( .... :".,'. . . 

,," "', ,'~ -: 

::-~, '~:< \i'~::: , .' ',' 
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,managed by the·people ,.6rthe. G.oNernm{)nt; Democratic 
Tights had been' legally pto¢laimed and' equality ,was to 
be "practised regardless of" nationality or s,ex. The 
republican regime 'with a, new democratic ,character, 
had been established. 

" With an inconoeivable' strehS'tlt, the, whote Viet­
, na.mesepeople.ro~~"up and did theirntmo.stto break 

the yoke imposed" by "the' French and' Japa.nese·faS~ 
cists; and resolutely went fGrward ; side' by side' with' 
tlie peoples 'ofChi'na and' Indonesia,' they marched in the 
vanguard oithe Fa'r-East'peoples'·liberEloti~nmovenleb:t. 

',', " ,," . ;1 " .. :,., 
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set· a .. godde>:arn pIe., ,to' the smaJ!Je·r"atld. ,)\Yeaker'.~~tii>ns 
of- ,the'Far'East.· . '.) '. 

'l'he'Dofig'Niii (I) land, . once drelithedwith'the 
blood of the colonialist aggressors wheli they Iande'd £6F 
the 'first time iii oUt c.6tintrY,lHistoday become th,e'strong 
bulwark <JftheFathethuid, <\:nd,cQntinuiilligthe t~adjti6n 
ofheroiiw·wh6.;nearlyonehunclx~cl.'Yearsagojs.llierificed 
t~emselvesV to·, :sa ve'the .. cqtin try;' their ".descendi\rit~ late· 
to,4ayiI;i.tp.~,v~tJgU:arq iQith~' ftgj1~. ipf tl}~)~.e~~om,:a:nd, 
in.d.ep~iJ<de#¢.e·bf.Ol1r:p~qplll\ .. ' .•. ".·,i: .. , ,;",; . ,,',\. 
',/; ',;,: .. :, ":\ ~J:.'I.(',;J', 'Ii. l,; .. t,: Ii 

. ~(;.,~oAleA!S$\llltlllt .t,'t\Ill{IJ;~S .. 'j:; 

·!'i~eV:i~wfiiigiitll.ll.'lJi)istoziYi.:of..th~'AugustJ·' Rie1'folutiO!\f . 
We)Cart·iita;~ so#le,~s$~nthiF rerijaTks:::': ,n1:Wil .. /, 

.. ' .', Flrsfbf'a)1, 't~~'t1:t~¥~hdftheA.1igti~f Re~&luti\)iIis cll1~ .' . 

. . " 1;<hh~two ito Ilo~ing'. :stih.j~~tNeil:rid()bj~pHve c!Yndi t'f'fitii! .:~. 
· :' Su~jecti"eC0nditi~jf:.·q)lr,pt0pfea:reunlt~Ct1r~filld' . 
the' Vietmii!hP'rQnti':I~"d.· bY.'~fte~~dQchiri:e&e'Cbmm,Jinist . 
P~x'.ty,"T1i~~rdleh;ria:h ;l!\~il~(e:ii~i9is'esc"'thfslea~ei~li.il?· ... 

•..... <.w'Hlt~\),f'~hatlngo l't.wlthaWb'fh~t'<~la$$:~tresU:ltii;fj.d1i'f 
., . ':tl1ifthatther~Volud?n<lry£~i\G'e~rdf.<?:Ii(Ji~0Ple'aTe.n()t . 
. '. .$Ca~,tll~e~rtl1ll.ttl)eyh!l:ll.e nQriy,f!J,l:i~SQthit~rnarco~f1ic1:S . 

· (el\Cept in. sQ!peinsigortific\lnt case~~;;a;pdthatat·. the dech 
'. Sr~e h~ui:,·~1i:eY6ll;ac~e.,:~rothei:edt'Qg~t'lret ·liiid'e.~the 

.. Ieadership ota singole ()rgoanisaHon~o la'in'lo1i'!l,dl'rdct'a'P.d·, 
· ma,ssi ~~.' at tack.agaiI?~t the,forti:/ied.~JieIliYline~:.· . 

:.' :;:" , :'"., ': . "" "'-"._ , ","', '''. S',," '\ ",_::" ,-,-', "''", 

'.' 'OQaecti~eC9Ildition;W9ddWar JLcreatedf9t .. the ,. 
·.·.Niet:iramese.pe:?plel),n .. ~~#il.iti:ely faYQ~,.a;bl~· C).pPQrt~l1,ity 

.),' :..;" .. "', '" .. - "- -,.:" "":. ','" ,,"" '/".'.' " " -',' ': ':', . ,".: / '. '\ ' 



the<;enemies '!lithe Vietnwmese Revolution, the Japanese 
and French fascists, had exhausted each.oxher alidgrowil' 
weak .. " Moreover. the Japanese were then defeat,ed by 
the Soviet army; tli1at,was enough for the Vietnamese 
People to fell. them with a single blow. and to seize power. 

Yet,: favouaJable though the.,.objective conditions 
Ihighthave,beetI; they 'could n01 have lea to triumph 
without good subje'ctive, conditions. That is the truth. 

B'e~ii:tes;'thll'August Inshrre'ctibtI was a. real revo~' 
, lution.:, The Vietnamese people,:. il1 bloody 'combat and 
with arms in their hands, had to struggle against the 
Japa~ese fascists'to regairi'theiriteEldoni arid independ­
ence;,ln:l11i.:edtatejy after, this, to. aefendtheserights, 
they had to shed mdreblo'oX:!. Jt.isby the August, 
~!,voluticon;thl\t the .. dict.ator.ial and, fa~~ist J!l,:>n;irchical ' 
regimes have, been qverthrown aildthedemocratic . 
reli'. uJjlican regime set u. p. ' '.' " .. 

'.; , - '. " 
"Hi#0ry tellches. u's th~t. ,a revolution has, its1?arti­

cuiar t~atur~s" ;~he1Jlos!impo.rtant 0./ whic{l is the powerful 
u,pri~~n'g;, al,m/I,sses wh,{, t,ake their to,teinth~~r OWn, ,~cmd~ 
lind p,rePane.t/l,e,wo,y t~, prog?'cess"",,;, ' "".' 

" ,; " 

" .,' ,1;4M. is .. \lIiso.an . 
. . ,AugnstReyollltion:. , 

~' .:,', H;" 

" 

", , , " 
\ -' 

.:-,t, . 
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P4duriGe Tho .. %"; A French :p&liey) .' 

impq.r~~~t: 'c:I:l~~acteri$tk. of the 
.' '. " ~, ,'. 
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CHAPTE~ II 

.. POLIqy AND TACTICS OF THE VIETNAMESE' 
COlv.lMUNISTSIN THE AUGUSTREYOLUTioN 

.' '. .', I' . 

More friencis, .. less enemies·· 
.It is, impossible to speak of the August Revolution 

wiihout stressing the role of its leading core, the Viet­
minh Front and the Indochinese Communist Party. The 
fIDvoutable opportunity was n~t enough to a$$Ure vic' 
tory. ' A just policy and appropriate tactics. were. very' 
much· needed. Nor was the . triumph . .of the .general 
i,ilsurrectio\1 of'August .t9.,I945 .due t~ mereehatlce. 

. From· 1940, the' Indoohinese revolutionaries .were 
lacing two,n'ew facts: the world t@rn by war, the 'lml.o~ 
chinese people. oppressed and exploited by the double, 

f " " ' __ ' • ' , 

yoke ·of the Japal1ese' and French fascists. Th" national 
liberation' policy advocilitedby the VietmWtb:. Frontin 
t1~e 1eoent ;periocl' was 'based on these two,·,things. " 

.' 'Thehvartfirliw lntbshrtrp' relieftlle;ahtagonism' 
li~iWe~tI·.th'(\ 1:'wo belligerent camps; 'Fhe d6t1Bl~ JlipaneSe. 
and 'Frlmblt y6J{e'lin'ltedtiCh'and poor, e'~'allyh\!rta:ncF 
humiliated. in the same hatre.dand the'sa:mestruggle . 
age-hrst . th'et;bOl'Iln')q~<@ntimy .. At' the same " time;, the 
conflicting inte~¢$M" 'b'flh~ Japanese and French, ,yV·ho 

. rured"Ind()<lhiIHitogeth~t1 vlolentlycollided.Oneofthei 
. mlt!n' l tacticS' a(]opted . b:Y'the;;IJ!<!lochinese' Obmmunist . 
Partyand'the Vietmil):h"' iFtont·in these recenti'years' 
consist~djri Mly:exploifinf;' tlli$ , situat~on.: ,; . 

,'ThaJtis why;' in 'theirfbreign policy, the ,Indochinese;, , ..... 
'qdmmuflist, Partya:ndvhe;VietminhRr6nt, realisiillgd)1t<t . 
'!a:itfi'flt~cist f.brcesthrough$ut'theworld . Were allies,.o,f 

.~ lQ-



.the Vietnamese people, dej)ided toside without reserve 
with the anti-fascist camp struggling for :i just cause. 

. 11:1 its domestic polic:y, the 'Ind6chines~Comfillin'i~t' 
Patti or.gani~ed. the' diffetent'sttata'ofthe peopleirtto 

. the National Liberation Front: the Vietminh Front. The 
progra,mme of this Front a~sured"fheprQtectjon of.human 
and .'civil : rights and of property, the reapect oi.pri'va,te 
property, the liberty of conscience, as well. as .equality 
between"Itationalities and the. sexes; with. the!a:ini,· 'of 
realising the unityof the'Yhole 'PeQpleagainst the Japan­
ese'and ·.;French . fascists. "Facing ·'the· :concre1\e .con.s!i .. 
frons'q,f ·tIlerevaI\1tionin. Indochina; ·fheLndochineae.·· 
Cbmmu:nist'i:Party;, pvomotilr and leader ,df',the Vietminh 
Front, left".!out; of its Ipr.o'g;rartlitlli.:: the:, ·w'a~chW9rd: 
AgJ'8:ifian: )revolution, {de1::iding, for the, present; ;n,!"t:.t,o. 
cOnmsbate:I'andh~ld bylancl:lords-),~n(l: this \vith adJlew 
to ilJlakin~adifferenthltion ·bett\'e.en.typ~s' of la'll<;1lords 
aridwinnihga\1'lumller of them o\\~r tothe'Qhthimp"'rialisp 
callse, .:ivj'deljiltg the··1Jnited Natio)la~ l'f:ront,tq. ,s.tr]lggl~ 
i~r:jpd.ep~.n,dence. ·T,q.is Frpllts/l~u,Is!.c~,J;llPris~"1N?jI'fers, . 

· I1ea~a.~~s;;:·petty-bflll-l'g~Qisie .. ,of.. tbwn,s'!lven;, I)a.~i0'i1,a.l .' 
l:>o4,rge,oisie'j· apd include patriotic per~onali.ties, ,bl'jong; ... 
h~g~9:the')allp.n)rd;chissl, , . ' ·;.i m ,. 

, . I)esides . this, " the' .IndoQhi;ll~Se,00!lltJlUIl~W: pa.rty· 
' ..•.. de!{;elopedand consolidat~dill' pa.J;'ticul"t.;the/iP·ee;~lI;nts· 

'andworkets~ ,.organizations. to~i)1~i~. soWl 'ba~e .jo:. the 
t:rliitedNii:tional,Etont'.'all,:j was defer.minedtostruggl~·· 
against'pro."!i'te*:b: andopro-Jap.Ml~~~\trai~0rs::. ,.: .•... , 

: i ()n,th~:':~l;:(e hand;Hh~ •. Panty:·,fttUy exploited the 
,eolltta:di~tions.betwee)'l J'the ,tWO .,¢neljlie~ wf p]l~p;eople . 

. ,"';' :Ja.~a)ne se •. fll;S;(tis,.tS!l,n d,Freri chi;~pI ol)i\i!lis tsj 11.,t!:'n, <;1,95· 
· ~hilla·:M;to;gi,.~.a;.v4gorI!>Jls~ kl)'\p~ls~ ; i.o tIi..e:.r~ vQ).~~i()n,a:!,y· · .. , . , 

.' 
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'ni6vetMritj'6n tJhe6ther'lili:nd~' 1t ' ttie'd' every means to 
.isOlatethe]apaneseand Fr~llchfascists, ,'" ,I, 

'r,' When the , fascist~ uS,ed" repressi"e measures not 
'bnl:y:agaim!tVietnani~serevoluti6nathisbJ1it also' against 
the 'progtessiVeclemoctatic'French, the1l'iirty, in order 
to'i'ltcte,ase 'Its'owl!' forces' inthestruggie against' F!erich " 
aild'yapanese' fascists', "undertook' to win' o\>Jer''these ' 
Er,ench ,pmgressi'vesfo its, cause" ox; at, least. tQi;nduce 
~h¢ni, :to ,adopt ,a, l)eutraL attitude" 'WheJll1!Iw,X<f6!lch 
who ,had, beim oVertjJ,rp,WP, .. b:y ,the Japanejie" werenp , 
longer "reaUydangerous eneI)liils,', th\' party,str.9yeto 

, unite its action with th~t ofeyer,y F;cenc)l,eleme~t, re,ady 
'to)s,~ru~gfe"agaj,n~t,Jifpan~sefa~cj~t~,', ,,' ," '" ,', / ' 
" ", ,In, J;!ri.ef", tb,~:p.\,~~y alw\,ys, saw i91~arly thel?ri?!cipa1 
and immediate enemy' oit!i~ RevGl!ut!.Q!1, do,nI):J~sbest 

'to deprive the enemy of, 'itss,1l;pportersand to find new, 
allies,h'everdeVlating"Jroln 'th~)8'i.in:6rt~e 'National 

" ' - I. , .. " . 1,··1 - _ " " ," ," "",' tiberati()l! 'Re\>JoluH~l1.' ',' " ' . 

",', ! "'lllexibUit{'ofilit:tics'" 

, " .. , }'~~P~r~y, ha~.' co,~r~ct1i}?~~~~~llthat t~~.' J~~aliese 
Mi:lFrel1ch"wl;lu1d meVltablYC,6¢e (IltoconfilCt, ilncjhad 
li~'cidei:l ;'s1iopl~.thish'iippeli:,' t.il ch1tngeits ,ti\c'tids"il't 
:?'~9~~;;H'1~rn~,d(~t<ify,;r~~n:ch t~e ~e'~i<lra:l'iris~tri,\~ti'O~i . 
. ',' 'So,afierthgh0~··ctj.(Rat·0f'M:ard:i',·lJ 5;' tlfeRart' 
iaunoheda,;~~rgu~~lfta )fuo\i~In~nt' to J '~ei~2416~9:j v'p'6"J~~ . 

. .: and' 'Org~~i~.~d)ijjthei'ttigli;a'tjd' ¥id<!l~r~glql1sl" of'" N or}h 

. ",' 'Vietrirtm)" mo(ftlli' 'r,esflimnC'e'basestgrul1st.'tIie',Tii pal1e$e: 
" "'Atj,the,i~am~'~ti:in~\~~t;,:CI1~I1~~dl,ts\vat:ch~?,t1~;~!fptPis .. 
·.?fpr,6paganda,ol\gdH~~~10jj"·al!ct' ~~ruggle;)k?as't() , 
,!rtobitfz~the misses' tnoteeai!ily;;ana.:'taPia!~'lea:ditheJr)' 

';,towa~ds.the insurrection. ' ." i I,i·' .' 
;-i.'-· 
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.. .I\.t t.hismom~l1ti the indi~penswle~im ,of PJopAg~nda 
consisted' In uJ;lmaskipg ,thehypocdsy. ofthe· J apa\l~~e 
fascists ,an.1I mil~ta#sts., an!l All <j.estmying evel,'yillusion 
tl).at it was. e¥pedil!nt ,to use tl;le J apaijeSCanA: c,?operate 
:with ,tjlem.'lyith a view to .0btaiI;ling 'reforms' within the 
'frazm;wqrk of legaLitY'd. J,hisonly sow~dconi,u~i(;>n 
.among, the. people tow.ard theJ apal).ese .and .the.ir I~ckeys. 

'The pr6paganda usedat that time rtookthe ordina(y 
form of spee':hes in f;tctories, schools, markets, and pUblic 
thoroughfares ,and the·formatlon 'of shock teams by 
mobilegroup$ who . exhibited flags,banners and placards 
,and distribu~edrevoliltionary· docnments. 

A special propaganda form aisa used was the'a:rmed 
p'l'opa~anda' witliaU it~ .forms, including ari:)1ed demoh-

.strations and gueriUa: activfties. .' , 

.' ' •. As' for, .the agita~ion:"Yo~k,· it took in hand .the 
vital problem for the masses - to ch~c)<;famjne - tp 
lead fhe masses to seize Japanese rice stocks; accordi'ng 
to the ,sitU!\tion, .,tjlelle,. actiop,s;,cqllid be transformed 

. into armed demonstrations. . , . ' .. , . . 
• ': ~ ".', . ',' , ' " ',', " '., ,1 .' .' 

, , e:rhe geneT,,1 form of ,stt\lgg'~ was, the,~~med. dem0n.s-
tration.f\n~th~r ,spefia,\ fql,'m,,?se,dat t~\s,. morru;ptwas 

.. rl.t,e ,gtj.erh~lf! wA~tey~~ th~ geogr.aphy ,of. tll~,Col!ntry was 
fF9pr,a:pje,and y~t, ano,ther, the elimination. 01 trILitors 
.i~}O~\l~,~tid couti~rYD~ .t~c~~d4flach~~~~s.'I' " , 
;', ,.!n'Qrg~llizati0nlt~~~~r.~e~s')ya~, ,u~ed;;~l?"t,r"'llsfp!;\!l 
t'\Wlt;~'f;lj:nsii)Qry.;r,?e~l1-n'z\lti<;ms'., (ttjm.por~¥t ili\~Q" J;~I' 
>9rga,t1i~lJi~\\1I}~ ;:pf/,th~; i Iqy.al,,(,p'e9p.1:~:s I ppweJ;,;;~sl?lI~iat}¥·· 

"fP ,4el1e,qp,:)~he~ ;.n~ti\lna~~ll~Yllt!.ppan!l, :seIf71:/.!i~enr.e 
.' ,B'l,'P¥ pa (~t:ia:llie~Ul,~¥Q~p'~) an? .\'rg;t~izet~e . ,P,IIopl¢'s 
. militia. < ". ..... . .. " ..... . '.,,:0,: 

: { . 



'The ge-rieraJ,organi,zational formS, Were at thalt mo­
:.nMut the:associatilm'[oqlational.salvation,: and espedalJ.y 
!the,Belf_defence and" combat :.groups. '" ,: •. 

1'hie ,special' forms were the Vietnam' N ationalLibe­
'-ration Commibtee, that.lathe provisional'Govemment,tne 
'Peop/;el,s Committees, a~d tke Liberation Committees:1these 
Committees had at the same time an administtative,poli-
1:ica1 and military ·character (that is a pre-gdverninimtal 
-chara-cter), working' inadeterrnirted period,s,imu:lt ... 
neously ,*ith,the !ocal administrative organisrns:fou:nded . 
by the Japanese and being'transformed, after the general 
insurrection, into local'dfficial adrninisttativeotgartiza:­
tions ; and, lastly, the National Insurrection Committee, 

, .. the A,ction ,Committee Jor,ea"h part of the cpuntty or 
·jla<lh, locality in, tbe<iledsive: ,h,o\1rs" "i.c..., " 

In brief, from March, tlil. A)lgl;lStI94<5, tI:w talltiqs 
·ofthe Party' h .. dth~ f.ollowi:tig cha~acteristics ,:' 

Fir.st:: to "fully and at the \lorrect timee){pl.oit 
"th;" sjtuation created by the Japl).nese,,<:o)lp<il:'etat 
,{.March 9 •. I94S) in order ilnroe<iliately toleac:\ the naa~~,es 
,tQUljw forms, 'of str.uggle ,~Ild'orgall;izatjon <;>f, ,a .h.igher 
,d~gree; tp ,reBounce theoldroethods, nQttosiJ: pag,k 
1aoing Jtla~ .new sHuation, ill;,Pti:lewwor4s, to,:k11'Qwth)l' 
'iJij'PQrta.¢l~~,pi,:. I , 

("l"u#j,ng ,ii/J< :the,"o~elront P·rq~is~ly.lkt:m.;fQr~ 0,/ 
.$tr lff}g,Manil,,'or'l!flflis4Ii()n·whic/J ,we ,'b~t8uitM Itj." 1M 
j(londi#on6"",~vaiUt!g ·,P,tmitJg, t/J,e, ~b.b. er1fiowqf '!"~ ~Q~~-
1iz.4'nt lit q:,given m/j\m/l1llt,.a~4 /lij1;iv/J,thql'etpr,e.,car;Ar!pi:iiMrc,,' 
{)nd,emflre' .,tlNJbringinli JJl ,tM'npq:$se;s 'c/(i;lke'treWlI##I!jI" 

. NI/" ''Ni$i!io1t.¥."tke l;ringing;"ot .tlte, mi,liiohsto,:t,/te ,'rev,,,,,,:" '. 
IiiQn41'tjJ; #0111, ;(l.ndC:tb,cir!hsfwitiQn"p,n :t!te,1",evo?¥~iQ?la,rw· 
lront; " (StaJiu'- Principles of Lenil,li$m). : ' . 

, -28" 
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Effectively; ::after': March .. g", "f94S:,:the;:. fotmsof 
's'truggJe iSUCn" .a~'a_edpropaganda,.' idemonstrat,ions. 
followed by dlsj)lays ,of ·f.orce:,suddenatta'cks'.agitinst· 

·l<io<'lly,pos1;s.al'!l eyen the .distric;ts iiI.the Qel'ta,. snppr,ession 
" .()fthe·j.zl'\lIIQu~ . agents oithe Jap(1.neilefascists, orgp,ni- . 
·itiltiOno£' peoplJ)'s Illilitia' units ~ven .outside ,gl!~ril1a 
tlm,es, eto.....were.so OlaIlY;., bolci, blo\V~ sho\Ving, the 
6exil'1le ,chara,ct~r, of the Party tactics. these, tll(;tics 
,sQ"Yi'~d:· confnsion (.in: ,the:i eJ;le!JlY' raJilli:s, d,ev~loped .t/1e 
,spjri-t6Lstrriggje .for n .. M<iln\l;lsal;vation and theoinitia,tiv,e . 
o~ dhit maSS.es,. WOIl' ove,.the cWa'!'erers, an<i '!i'xt.enqe:d . 
quid{l,ythe !Jl9N:eIDent: fOr natiQl.lal. sal\'ation .:all"uvl'lf 
,t'h"",c.ount~Y'i'" .,.' .... ' I"...:,.,' ,i",".: 

'" !$ecMd :'1\1 a.given situatidh., to. deterOlih.e during 
the revolutioJ;laJYlVotk the fundamental task:requiving 
immediate .fulfilment· in, order :t6: devote. all fortes to 
!tand·t6:aocomp!ish 'jFatl'imy' cost"because <it : is 

'.the:best,·means: to. push. the movement fOfWa.(d" 
'; 'The :in,surte;tiOllof March 9. I94S;' btoke;"ut;heh 

't!'le' fa.mine 'W(\$,'causing: frightful ravages :among the 
. ',p6puiafio!!'l .. ·;Ftuild'veds of. t:hoJls~ndk of pe'oples1;arv:ed 

.. ' .. ~~sld~.;:gran'a"ies 'JulIOf' . ':tice' kept' .. h:5" the . Japanese 
.' .. atid,'qi'T~ncn: . ,At that·· moment",a ':taskbf •. the' 'gte.atest 

importance for . the communist and Vieitminh· ea<i~~& 
'ivas'\,ti;/leM:the armed .masses t6 sei~e J8>pal)~se'rice . 

'~~ore$itnd:]I're1ich :tbncessiohsfulr;"'tilt6ck$::6{~g,detfi'- . 
··"t.l.til!(! pti:>auc~':' This hEld.tiJ.e result 'ot il)sp!ti':f(gO*l1ized 

itn'i:!)\'q'iotlaniZ"ed:.m:asses:t9t~ke.' ah'at'ttVe" part: I}n::the 
, ........ (:intJVe~eht' ilga\lhst,the' 'japa:n<*sfJ, .. /s15"tltat : the:'mote 
';aeth'el:lr\th~y ~tr'i'ig$'ledi.tl'\e"Olore,tlieyb~pamec"'t\lici'~Il&·· 

''(If 'their' 'OWI1 'strength' ahd saw tl!<;>te' ,clearly< " fh'l! ·($1\;1 
f~ce of the ~n~friy:-' "'.' . ,." . 

___ '24"'-' 
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It was precisely thanks te these, attacks .on granaries 
and celenialistplautatiens that ,the nati.onal salvati.on 
mevement could be .devel.oJi'ed intensely, the people 
rapidly armed, the self-defence brigades,quickly,J.ounded 
where the m.ovement had never been.organized, and the 
Liberation C.ommittees set up in numereus pr.ovinces. 
As Stalinsaid, " . " 

. " Tlte point here is to singieout lr,omall the problems 
,confronting the Party that particular imm'ediat~ problem, 
the answer to which constitutes, the central point; and the 
solution· 01 which 'will ensure the successfuFsl)/ution 61 the 
other immediaieproblems." '(StaliI1 - Principles 01' 
Leninismr· 

Third: according te the situati.on, teuse "transit.ory 
w'ganization-forms "such as Revolutionary people's 
Committees,Revolu#onaryWorke,rs'C;ommittees, ,'Local. 
Liberation, Committees,Vietnam Na/Mna! Liberation Com­
mittee, progressively t.ogain on enemy p.owerandparalyze 
its administralive machine., These, .organizati.ons were 
very effective,. They gav~ ·the:pe.o'plethe.occasion te 
realize universal suffrag()an<'\Qecome acqu<!.inted with 
adm~nistra:tlve affairs, h~d them te directhenceferththeir"" ".' 
own destiny ;.anli\breaktheir chains themselves. and ,ameIic 
.orate their living conditiens bydit~ot pteans, net paying 
attenti.on t.o tb.epewer .of the )apan~se£ascists.and th~ir 

.. lackeys. These'," transit(jryorgariizaf~"n~l:"" mobilized, the 
, masses ,and eitcl;>ura:g~d th6iii: to participateinthe revo~' 
. ,~uti.onaty strUggle ; they~xtended, to" thettjghe~tPoil1t. ' 

the Nati0nalUnited.Frontagaillstl'the ]lIpanese. and' 
'" c!'eat~d fhebases ,fo'r:a nilwVietnal)i. Effect~vely, after 

,th,et}-ugustGeneraIlnsurreCtjoll, these d'ift;erel1tlibet:atien.. ' 
q6fu.rilitteesbecame real administra:five organizatiens.To 

,,''-:' .,,' ." ' ,. -, .' " ) ,",." 



" .' ":' .,; .. " r ':' • .' ' , ,'" .",' 

use People'sComwittees and LiberationComniHtees as . 
springboards for th.e'dkect.transltiQ~,to the . democratic 
republicanregiine; was an~)(treii'tely Int~res'ting charac; 
. teristic'ofthe cominun·!st'tact.!cs iii thepre,insurrectionaty 
peribd. ". ' 

. .i the A1jgu$t~. Re'V()lutibnwon yictorie~. l,s,that 
notd1l;ei,ngreaf part ~Q the intelligent ',and . correct 
l~a;dersjlip ofllIil!:lartyY • "',.v .. ,,' .. ·i' 

.' 
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CHAPTER III" 

. THECOODI>OIN.TS OFTHE. AUGUSll 
. ' .. " REVOLtJTlON' 

A careful preplll'ation ., 
. The August . Revo~uH()n victory was due' ih great 

· .' part t6tb,~ cOri~Ct.le~d~~sJ:iipof the Iitdochinese Com­
ril]jnisfPl'!rty,to'it's work of organizatio.nancl prepara­
tion, d\ltf915, the Pfe-lnsu'l~reCtj()narY period, .'" ..... .• '.' 
" . "/ne:l!ery revolution, vic/Dry does '/1,01 ,8ome'b", itseli, 

one must :prepare ii,wi1!'. it" (Stidiri). How didfhe.:Rarfy .' . 
prepare· a.nd w~t! the .y~ctQIY ,6f. tl),e. AugristRevo)u~lon'? 
11: has eiploited witli.61everrillss favourable conditions 
cr~ated,by fheWar19 cart yon fully the pr~paration'o£ 
th.'e'fnsuri:e'tt~(m: Heire 1sthis prep'itrationpianir,: its 
niiln "jines :'! . ., '.. '.. ...... . . .' ... ', .. 

,;()~ t~e ?rte' liitl1d;to: unH~ tli~peo~le'sr~v?h;ith)~~ 
ary': }6rCes;tomobHiiell)anP?WHan.d wea:ft1t"to 

',stinliiJaie t1t~"atde!1tpat~~d#sm of the people, . to'. adjust 
. . t~e ·diff~reil. t hatj?!lal·sa:)\;aH6n:orglIni~atibrts;. to le~d 

ejiepeople ihthe;struggle iI'ga:i!iisf white terror' ahd'for 
. ,' .. thed,efent~ .. 6f.<laiiYtlghtsiiii:$'int¢r~sti.""" .' .. , 
· · ... ·On, the . other hand. '. tel developthep~tactrii'\itary 

.OrganizaHdi)s'.suG\llias the s~lf:de£er,ce brigiraes,'td tr~in . 
, ., niIHtarya:nd'poHncal C~dtes, 'to pr9ciit~'atins: t9'6ri~iHze 
· 'the ,army ,to estlib1i>Wth~'re&istance . zQne~.\1~,(ja.rfY 
" .. 9~~;~~tbpag-a~?~,aryr(j~g<'itliei~Il.~iIl~' .s0Idhi~s,tb iTaln,the 

'. ' .. 1Je1:1plll,' £0,t'"lie${r,lfIctiort 'w,otlt~\.~'d· .the'.{actk~,of ,sctJrclie'~ 
"i!,~I:(" ~'-',' ,:: .. "_,:.,,,,.,~:.':-, ': ','" '" c,',_ '''' ':"', ""'. '" .. ,", ":' ",,' 
,',elt~,~h,(,tl't.(W''>i'toi)lwlll!lch1ttle~itl!i.'wiVrfarean,clselilepower 
;,'in:'differentlc;ica)~tfe.s;':' .' .', '.. ...... •....•.. .......' . 

. >jr:>.A';":~Jie'49~\imeri~·9~ •. t4~,P~t,ts~~~4 •• t~¢;,:~i~e~inh-lfJ.'o1]t.< 

.. ." .• ~!i¢li;.·i9.JI, Prepara#O#s·. /Of: 'th¢\arm,tJ,,4n$u~1'iect:lb'lfl~'4c#1J.~ . 
. '" "",' "', ,,"" , ,. 

~', , :r. . .<;~~::~' ::.:;' c :"./ ' ".;:' 



preparations lor the insurrection, A rms to expel tke 
common. enemy,T;owards the. general insurrection" the 
pamphlets teaching' g~erma tactics etc .. , prove that, 
besides the psychologicaJ preparations, we had .to. pay 
specia.! aHentionto th.e· .. material ones, The 'Patty 
realized c1ea,dy that for the success of a revolution, 
the spirit of sacrifice is not enough, all\eticulous Il\ili­
tary preparation is . also' needed: thai: is tosay,th¢' 
founding 0/ base~, theo~ganizing 01 the regular, army, 
the arming 0/ the~ro~psand thepeople,AsearIyas theenu 

. ·cif. I94I,the Partyioun4ed two bases, oneatBac Son 
..,.. DinhCa(LangSon ...:. Thai Nguyen), and another at, 
CaQ)3ang"':']3iicCan, The Vietnam Liberation Army was 
founded during. the struggle'.against. the while. terror 
in the Viet Bac (I94.I. ~I945);iheVietnamNational. 
Salvation Army, "still iii an embryonic state at~he time 
of. the. Ba.c . Son .insu:r:recfhm (OctoberI94o),dey,eloped 
througk .. ~i~Mniont.hs ofguerilIa warfarewag~a:.iiin.inh' 
;Caa,ndTrang Xa (A1;lg1;lst I94I - APfil;r942), .alld in the 
s~condarm:~4st:r:]lggll< ... t DlnhCa( ... t the end QfI944) . 

, (I),. After t~e'Ja:pal1eseCQ,up defor.~e; the Ba.To(Quang .. 
Ngai province).,insui;rectiongave ,'. birth to.' another· 
guerWa . brigade. ':r:/jeseformations played an.exti-eme1y 
im,flOrtant role ill tp,e,'WPsuW. ofth~antV.apanese fascist . 

. movement for' 'IIationatsatvation!\nd in ike August Genefal 
11t;",rfQ#~1I' .... . .... .., ... " ." .' .' ..'.. . 

" .. ··.ii. n()ticeable£eatu~eof tl\:eaFH\lity.Q~the·.Par~Y\'.i~j, 
;;preparingfo.rtpe arm.ed: ba~urrectionis toha:Ve'mitJ~;K:h~"i·r; 
mass~s c<i>;llscio,l\s'Q!; ,the.prepaJra,tions'.£ordtart'i{l'$d, itJ'wu",'< . 

, ,. ',' ",' I" ";, 

/I' ,;',:, '\' 

, (r) 'In 1945;' th"ge' 'tw"';a~lriies' "'ere tliiilied alld' beca1tte "1he ,. >;., .. 
,v;tetriam,:;Liberation .t\rtn¥'I)., , ".' \, ,~ f ,.~: 



to. b~come ~ctivepartic;paIits in it;· s'imultaneously tf) 
coordinate Closely tne:,"mititary.action o/guerilla brigades 
with the action of,themasses, so thaHhe latter';wMte resisting 
the ter • .orand struggling for the defence .oftheir rights and 
immediate interests, may feel the necessity,oltakinguparms 

, to win national independence.,: :The struggles against th e 
concentration otvillage,s,;arr~stg; requisitions ·of paddy, '. 
forced enlistments and conscription of labollrers,crop 
destructions for the cultivation of jutel the pillage of 
markets, etc;.. had hastened the arming' and training 

"'0f.t4e· masses for a bold march towards'the insurrection:. 
The preparation, meticulous trnd'in conformity with 

principle" was one of the 'good: 'points of the' August 
Revolut'ion. . . ,." ' 

,Promptness and, timeUnesl! 
The, vlctovybf;an insurrecti@rt.:!'Iepends 'n'!:!! only 

on careful prepa'ration,b.ut:also on itstimeiy launching. 
As we have. se.en, '.flw;:A:'figust j-'.evolution broke 

out at, a very good. ,time.', " 
elt on· Ma~ch9, 'I945','tltti: general .. , insurrection 

hadhtqken.ollt imme<!latelya:He'f :th;' JapMlese :coup . 
:de'toree',the )~.ev,(j)lutto.ncQ1ild :ha:ve:](!)st thf!ch.alid ' 
pO)l'er.~ollld'n?t, hll'Ve, been esta'blishe(j 'allover the " 
c9untry, b~c3iq~ii.~h:~'tethe.'tev:olutionary. forces Were 

, wea]{,' tile Jap~n,~,?e"t9.~9~$,sttJ.l Strong,ai that moment, . 
. ~Qu1"d: h,.av:e been able,to deHroy them .. Tliat. is, why 
. inie:inSurt;ectilln,~was launched only'lnsmaUareas to 
, 6'onquer,f(katl,,;po'wer;'Ho~ever,'if a.iter Hre'Japanese ".' 
$l!rr~Mel'l':~'1'~,~,e~''l?l~'::~~d::-:~~~~lt~W waiteitAor >i~i, ," 

. 9Q)hlM. '~.,·t~e:;*lnelin,l~f9~~, .1:.0 "'l~\,>era(e " t~e~ 
'. " withqufrisiii!l'ip1:m~~HateJY. tQ,canq\lerpow,en,1I;11 over" , 

, , . ., " ,- .-,', ',""', , ' 

":, " ," .c'_,_',. 
~"~,,,,'9,,'_i'" 
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th&')4~Ullt~J,'. \Vhat,\Votild/jli~~~ ',haPJl~I1¢d;,tl1~,ti.1 TWd ".' '" 
'possil:>ilrti~$ .cQJ.ilc\ha."eocc"rtfd,~:eit,her~he Japall,ese 

'laCkeys "would 'ha,,~;\;com~ .... 'ontQ\:,tJie·,\lltage\ to ,', 
~91emt1ly boast 'ili;'!hayihgi+omolCelillks'w'ith ,Hie' 
Japan~seM and'~f!.parade thel1l,$~lves astb,e"i'd#enders 
o£independence!lnd.··.C(¢iil¢.c4'~~y'~,not .. for.liihelJating , 

"";. 'th,~; 'peqpJe;.l:>ut .• fOF ,$~tre#d;iZflr\I7;,~t!l; the Aii.glo"A':lhetr~.' 
(:an~..OrtheFr~l!chwd>uld·haye tiied' to raiSe ; Jhe,r 
head$ ; agaj:n".,gitb,er' ;tb,e ·.~emll(\nts d their ,. forces. in 
fp.dochjha" '. QailpacK tlt.e ,{de btls'io{; . . 

, '~o:;itQ Ch~naaftel',:the hlbw,::, :,.' : "'"""""IF: 'I/', :WllicilL.,W,!)t1J£L' 
~a¥~, " ' 
'0£ 
th~ 



ap.d,t~~nk~to thetevollltionM'y. forces of the masses to 
· bu~dle . out theso·called." autonomy '~ propos.ed by the 
· French! ' ....... ' .' .. ' .... . .. 

.. The leader$Qf ,th~ August '~evollitionhad 
"wetl chos¢n" themomenlfor' NtedeciHve blo.w,lhe 

'I11{omenl':'/orc:, starting the . insiUrrection, so "timed as to .. 
co.incide with therhoment ,when ·titec~f,sis '.has r~ached 

.its.,alin1;(/x.,. when il is tully. apparent tllat the vanguard 
is prepared. to light to the end, the reserves are .prepayed . 
to~uPP1flOh~ vanguard; and maximum c.on.sternation 1(e£gns 

· in .. ther>r~n{;s. oLthe .. enemy, ". ·(S.ta,l,in. - Principles ".ot, 
· l,eniWism) , . . 

· •• ,:iPi'ompti tude' and. timeliness; that IS another. good 
' .• poiht.of . the August ~ R~voluHoh,..'·' (., .. ': I," 

· . "', .·The wh!ilepeoplerose up' . 
, " "" _ , ;' ," "':, " ,S"" </"_.1 ',' ,',,, :-, " .I • 

....•.... The' vietory ·of:.·The.Aifgust. :Revol\ition was' also' 
" ,-", ,; :" ',"-,' . . ' : .,.,!';: ,,", ". ..' " ',",',', ' ", ' 
d1l:~/toth~ unity of't:1iewPQle. pebpleand .therisirtg , 

U~\&t~he;.W!,sse~,( ••. >'t<":>r .... ' .. ; ' ..•. 
. ,. ; .••. i .•• :rJuly~t~e 1t}gtlst:R~vO~,111l?~i~d~~eait4ei~e~.tnf~1?~; .•. 

lW 9fthe people ,t\' rise 'w .and .pa~aI1ze enhr~)y • the . 
tdu;,tionar}ielements;Thisis. a: f<tet ofgte<tf importance'," .. ' 
I'I 'the geliei:~l il1Surrec.fi~il~~t:l,!16(~Q~,.the wh~i~ 
Pt:'~PI~ :.,~:.:.' ,i .' . ',,:.,/' .. ' 

···Firs!, t¥:~~i>ll£~(~91'911ia~i$,tscou\d., have·foynd 
.' ~'W~~i.41,l~>C'~ulc1My.e .~pnand'eJ<iploit~d theelep\~n ts.· 

. .u!!favou~<tWe;~oth.e R~"Qluti",n, am:!.. basingth.ems~lves. 
:·''?~;}Ji:elaf~~~'~,;!1'!,t~tl:!c1e; :t~er; ~91ilc1 ha "!lh~~t)~':~~¥~~ .. to'. '.' i 

.•. :declii;re before lhe:tr:N;Q';" aAc1' lne world. that· tlieVlek.· 

... n",,'_"'_, " ,,-;,_ ,',','.' " "",' __ """""!,"'::~ ,_ " " ,. " . ''''':'_~_':j "."',' ',_" 
:;·.~;'~lMse·,j:>e.opje.~el.~pmt~ t~~i.r~tg~~ti(l,ll:of :t,h~it~:§;~ef; ....•..... 
. ~,;; \'1it·!1th,~i$ainetiine .. tney.',W4~~g il'la ve~c~.»~e:9·'i;1}/:l1lMQ'~<l~i.Qf:i.'.U 

~:':'7~f;d.:":~1¥\':i·';~,:;L·.' . '. ·~3t::..'.:··'· ," ., >:""': 
:!i:i'(':\' '/' ;~, ,;,>.~.-

,.,',,;.' ,>,:'., 
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i'llsurrectionias "rebellious elemert,ts", preventing them' . 
from disarirting the Japane~e troops and restoring order. 
and' peace ill Indochina, etc ... 

. Second: the internatiouaL .reactionary elements in 
general, could'hav.eexploited. our lack. of' unity to 
dig still deeper the . ditch. betweell the .varioussbata 
'of' our people. Worse' still, they could have provoked a 
civil war,plunged the country into division and anarchy 

. >lond won). ouf 'our forces to dominate us easily, 
:But fortunately, our people, wretched" uncjer, the 

dO\lble yolj:e oJ oppnessiO)land exploitation ofthe..j"apan­
ese. and. French fascists, closed theirranksurtder the' 
gold starred,. red flag and"relyi)lg o.n 'their own, forces, 

'rose up to wi'll back th~irJibe,rty. '.... .. 
In August 1945, the ,Dai Viet (I) cliq1l.e aHiedt'9 

thereactionary elejUentsefthe Yietnaffi;QUo.cDan Dang 
'J:'aFtY(2) anq thwPliucQuQ9 (I) clique Mke~qhe Japan­
ese to give, them tl)'e administtafive power il}sqnw 

'", " J', ' .' ' . ." " , "\ ,. ,- .', -' ' ",' 

places (sueh~$:vlnh Yen,. Moncayetc ... )"tos~a'n~lup 
aga}llst" fh~Re'i;ubtica1'! popernment .. ,But flieitshabby 

.... be~aviqur~s,raSkeysbf ai9;l'etgn(:o,!ntry was so .ob,vjO\!,S 
that the, w!:tole peopleha:{{ the most prof()und cont~mpt 

.'. fottheni",:'.andtheit. jnfluence, far hom extending; 
..... withered away:" ..'" .' .., . '. . ' 

. AnbveraUrising by the entire people; such is. the 
'third' good poinfofthe' August NeY'olu'tion, ..... ' 

' •• ',,,. " ,'. ..' <, ' ''- -' \' " , ";/':, '';''/ • " 

,'J , ' , -,;.., ',,',, " 
I,' I ;' 

. .fl~ :Pi>J"Yi~t ;.Great"'jet~anl ." .' . . . .' 
'., " .;~up~uoc :natiol'l~lt~st'liatiQl\ :~~,~ll':O"Ic'l:,\lI,n~,se 

organi~ation~;, ....' .."" ". ,', ' . 
'(z)-yl~tn~mQ~ocD~ilban~ : Vietnam .fia~ofia.ii,itPllr,t"'" 

,'f~ ~rw:*Iif¢h'was ,againa,t,tlie ':¢'ietlllilll1J> ' ,.,' . ""\ " "" 
. ,','s'-' .". --" ,,, , -, - ", ,- -,v "/' ',. 
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These three good points were entirely due. to 'the 
powerful. organized forces and the just political line 
of 'the IndocMneseCommunist Parly and of theVietminh 
Front. 

We can say that without the Indochinese COll!munist 
Party and the Vietminh Front, the Revolution would . 
have taken another road: If tM Vietminh could not 
have unified all social classes, had not had prestige among 
the masses and had not led. the insurrection .for tile 
cOhquest of power, the R~volution could have. failed. 

The former liberation movements of ourpredeces­
sors against the French failed. One of the main 
causes of this defeat wa.s th,e lack of ananti~colonialist 
Jlnited.national front. Those former insurrections were 
crushed, principally because they . wer~ the .rising of 
only. a sect, a group of militants, or a. little vanguard 
deta.chment alldnot .. a'far-reaching .and deep,roQteq 
revolution of the people" (Stalin). To triumph, a revi>­
lution wort·hy of new times must be a real revolution of 
the broad masses, . prepareci and .• led .IlY· one or s,everal 
revolutionary organizations •. TpeAugust Revohltioncon­
quere.4 power, the direct aim of every revolution, because 
it was tjJ.e w;ork .of a W;holepeople,united in .. tlJ.estruggie 
un.der the leadership .of the . Indochinese Communist 
Pa~ty._ I . ' 

• , ,_ r ., 
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;1\1.: :1,f1."':,)_," '( ·'i·;~i~;<-,. t -!d'~- "I.,If'.1 d'd :i~l:! "j.;::;t {~:;:i 'l"~l 

. 1.: i" .l.Jri\\Qu,~ ,d~)lrejl, pi 1l,\l,~~I/~IIW~o,\l/tlm'?t\ghj)Ut, " { 
t~')f1 hi;)I)') ;L:"t'!:r-';,'l t~,\ ~~)\1:_~tK~ "l'''-d.1(.;/L) .\.I::d_,~.i 'J':f"f , 

:.11' OJ Be"lcFe,l"t1iese;~o'6t1J! p'0i'hts,"li'a:l the! AI1glt!iit' 'Rie\>1:jJl1t./~ri 
a-tJy wJalt''oiJe'S'?i!¥&s, ttl iha~ .. : i .• ""': ," ! i, U ", •..• " ", ' '. 
, 1-' 1 < I '-', " ( /';' • 

. ' "Flrst;'the "g~~e~~i"insl{ri!ecd~il *~trto( I~ti;;21\.'ea· 
. with' {!i'e! same 1 'teS61'u'flti)i ''ffir8U'ghol1dhe' th~e'e"; K ys .. 
fi)";thtsllioes n~\: 'meai1'~h~t ·theln~rislrt~slshoilld have 
b(j~n 'cari'iJlf'Jout; ih' 6~t\'i s'Weep"·'tbt'.'ilJ'g1Yol1t '. tliei'WIiMe 
cbllntry:"Sut'!i'JiiriJ eVentUlv8i.i1'di ]:>1:eseriif rttarty \ifffit1ili!ies 
lYecati~e "hi'k'n,agtictiHdtaf':Ii:ohtitry'( iilke: Vr~tnam:;! tIie . 
tlegtee"'i5f "P?Htjltal" p611~Hb\l.sn~ss';a\\'a:'· 6rgarifza~i(jiIid.· 
~P!!iif1df'llie 'P~'6pMr raTe'k'tl!d~ffer;m1: >"lev!!H' it\l rmiterenit 
p)'1ic~s 'ltn'd'l ffieal1s6£ c6ffilntiIJicatld!t'aiie 'sHiv 1)a~kvVai'd', 
)3'u fj'h'¥h:e:'conai tlohs '~r~'\Ia1Iirig'i'ni out fcJiin£tyiill A:1:ittlst 
111~~ ':Vea'!> oti" 'W'<fulIF 'hdve-' ffll'eit' i b'etter'to' laul1c!t' tille 
rl~Hsi'nk/;'~iiilultahE!b1!sfYli\.lih'e:'triairltoWM,iWhlbhi WCliJ.l'rl , 
a:llHW'a "tb:orli"dt,'clsivii" [ria !~~tt'et;'H1'a:ri~ged':'seizirig "of 
p';;wgra:ndi~ould t'nl'l' iJ~; i'ol)):)!hg I tit¢' :&te1kh'''cillduieJi's~s 
ti't'lltflitlpi Now~i WlWre(ls 't'he ihsu'l!r~cH6ItwaidauikMa 
simulhrleously,.everywhere. in the . first week foUi;.wing. 
the Japanese surrender; Saigon waited until ti,le 23rd 
to rise up. Naill Bo was alittIe late because am<:>ng the 
ranks of the. army of insurrection in the, South,there 
werelnany elements whQ did n()t be!iev:e in the strength 

:. _ ' "'.' .• ,,'1., .• ,., , ", ,-' 

. (,) Vietnam was diYided by the FrenchintQ'$ parts,the 3 "Ky ...... > 

. ! , 

,', . I,' ,'.. 
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6'fthe'mass~~andwould rathe,r hav~ used plain diplo- . 
. macyto persuade .the Japane,s~ to give us power·than. 
stri:1gg1epy their'()wll forces,to wvest· it back or support 
the' diplomatic work witll actiQn by the arilled m~sses. 
Furtherinor.e, they feared the crushing ·.of such. an 

, . uprising;, by,the Japanese forces, forgettingtlita~ :the 
latter were' already almost . paralysed at .that ffi()me.nt 
and .w'ould: be even ,mC!,re paralysed pefore the strong, 
b:roa(t.masses·df'tlle whole nation. . '., . . 

",~ ,,:, c, ' , • _, '" ' " ' 

. "Tl'txs"w,eakness is due' to the 'unequ,a! development 
of the Vietnamese Revolution as well as to the relative 
weakness . oftheYietl)iinh,qrganizatiQn i.n Na.m Brr 
b§:£ore the 'zero hou!'of, the ins~rre,~tion and to t4e' Ii),ck 
of:.pomogeneity in the ranks ofthe IJnLtedNa,t~on"Jfront 
in Jhe. Soq~h;, ;Another reas.On is that N am Eo is .situ"ied, 
fllrhol)l.ihe>uati.qn.al leading organism (I), a fact, that 
p:rove,p.ctetrimental toJ/,l,e judl¢jous)less of the.' iI)struc, 

..... t!~p~.~.iyer;, by the Vi:tmj~h in ~he Sout~, prevep.ting 
· tli.em,f~.qm, entir~lrkeepurgpa.ce wIth' the general line. of 
i!h~·)a:rty.' Iii .tHe S01ith,tHe ~lowneSs in startIng the 
irisdrl'ectfoll i thelatk6f res01:ri'fj~ll inth¢seiziti)( of 
power;el1co~t~iedthe react'ionar,ies,especia:Hy the' French . 

· c01Q~iMist"i,;jtn<:!,]lFo.-F:nenoh: Vietname~~ . traitors ... ·· 
_ ' . .', i ,', .. .' , ' • ~_' , ~: I _: ' 

··La.¢){ Jofil·;fuli dlsarmattl'~ut)~ftlie'Japli\ne$e ·tr~~p~ . 
' ... ; . "'''t1i~~e'Gondw~a:khess in:#reiAllg~stRevQhiti;'~;wa~ 

· tll:e'faflu'fEi'fo fully di~al'l'tI the ]I\panesettoops:iit 'Mia .... 
. ' '"h\1ilr f6~ 'llli~!)h~llfrJcHoh before;the~nti'yofvhe Allieil," 

,":;:: t~·,,;y<;, ,', ",; ',;::',.,", ~~<' ~"'~':,'J .. !,~f, -,,;)' ... ,,, 
, " \ ::::". " .. ,'- ',' "-:' . - ''-<.1:' 'c' . ':,'" -.: ;,-. <, ,,~.,:',,',,:,<,:, -'" ',: 

;, (~),:tHthi~ iti'l"e, ,;~!l~ .. ,s:~r~r"tL Cqm'1'~tt~~ 01 the. !nd6cliineg~ 
,Go~~llit'\'~I;,'Party and th~,p&ht~~l' Bbfeauqf tM '.' Viel/il!oh, ;'hai!l, 
IliMlt!l&a~<ii(¥ti.l's ip,' 13itc ':eo eN eil:'t:b.¢i'Ji part :&t'Vie:nat;\'j, " '.,', '.' 

\ ,,~:~: ,,' .;',". :'. " ; "/, 
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into. :the couiitiy,. Effectively, this task, w~s :carried .:out 
to a certiliii extent:. But~yellinmaoyplaces. where: our; . 
forcesprevai!.ed over·tli.6se'of·the enemy;,we <lido'ot/use 
violence to 'disarm the Japanese; m()reover,wed~q'Mt 
even cause them'itny trouble Whim they remained'?:leutral 
arid let "us' orgallizethe, peoples: power,' : Generally 
speaking, 'u.rider· the circumstanoes.of. August ,iastY6ll-r, 
that policy was ci)rrect,"l»ec'!!nsethe" re:volqtiolilaries 
i)ave no :right to waste the maSses' lilood'iand . throw 
thems.eh>:es into,: hazatdous,undertaki,ngs, .Q,1,1;t ,Qi ,mere 
conce'it. " i:' 'i' n' ,~/ :" 

. '" . .Oilrweakness . 014 "not .. coirsist! i~ )legotia:tingwith 
tIie J ap(u).ese, . hnt . i~'failitlg tb nia~eth~ :fulleSt u~e'of. 
th~arrhed' m.,!sses 'to s1.jpport the: di pI omaticactic),lIi\rld 
fbtce the J apiul'ese tosilrrendetmore.a~rlJ.s\;fu"tJi~ri1lore; 
wti'did not actiri 'tij1i~,to prevent th'elrl ftbm;clestr~ying . 
a greafmallY up~t():d~tliArn1'alnents, "'" , ...., ..... i\,;. , 
•..• " ··.}.!pw,'each'ii;Ue 'w~~~nside;' the.l~dk~f ;n~ife"rti'a~'m's; ... 

-"", ",. ' .. ,'" , I.'--:.'!'" -, :' ,",':>",' ",.-, .. ,'1' ,"-":', "::",,, 

we cjJ.!l~9~,J~irytro~p,~~theIPr~gre;ttin€,ip,at.fh'J.ha1~ 
places", .tlielnsul'recil<»)),troops "PlIssed, ·a .. very rare . 

. '" ,'" , "., ,_", - ,'-:" . _"':, " " .:. .d' _ .. ,:, '{.r ... L, ,,', 

• qpPQr~unitYit.q .Se,cure the ,necessa,ryarli'ls,' .' . '. 

, W.e·· adWifthat" , ~~e~qS~ Of:tf{~ .e~tremelY;intri~~te· 
'.' sHu:af\onof 6u~'country' and '. the relativeiy)imited 
··stretigth)'6ft:heV,ietirames'er,Re"ohltiort,. it. W,~::fitM 'l;)()S~ '. 
. siple:t~;ca1;ry()ut a,sys,tema,j:ic, plilllilJll,tion of .th~<;Q"nter- ' .• ' 
wtorr;ti"ra,ry.,e!emep~s. Oll, J acoRllal1' .or ,}?~sher,j~':}:i.n$$, 

'rr,heVie~na:mes~,,~e,~91 ':,lIti9Jl\w.~s .pqt:~pl?R~inS9!lly .• t!f~, 
counte.r-re'llolu:tiiinary fo~ces.!lt· horne; .othel'force~.we,j.'(r' 

•. ~llt,eFv;erhrg fr,6!i't·a,.lJr6a,d.:l1). £av<i1i~ otthe. Frelt<:~~~~~~hllU • 
~rles .;i~~,ot1\.~f· •• ~.~M~~~~;;.·'~LW~~~!:,~~~l(j<t,~fi.)~~~; :t~~:·. 

'. J~t.te~.. ~~te'~iI'b\~~'i~ .i\(l,~~tll-blpl8,}1~s,;'J a:~.,,~ t; ;{,,9,~~t~ll1::, 
.. :', i:<~~1::~6 ,-'~~/. " '.>':~;:<_,:,~ !.", ,~,;:;,~:~." 

:) , .~ . . ", ,,}~~"': :::::~'?:: 
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moments, to ,e,\iual, ,al)d," even to overpower ,the' 
revolutionary forces (in"Saigon. forexam,ple). ," 

However, it is to be regretted that energetic, timely' 
and necessa~y measureS to countkr~ct all possible, dtlngers 
in ,the future, were not faken 1mmediatel:fupon the 
seizing of powe~: and beforea~y roreigninfervention ; at' 
a time 'whenthe reactionaries'in the couritrY' were still 
at a loss, and,hild.n(>,time',to~eorganize themselves. Tbis' 
,dq,es not' mean thataft'er ·tJ\.~ general insurrectiori; we' 
should have imprisoned 'all the !French, or put'!to ,death 
all' elements whohatl'colfaborated,in any way wilththe 
Ftieitch,or, tlieoJar>a,}ilsil.No Ie We regret·, only' that the 
repr,ession' of1,ti'le : 'react1'onaries during the Au.gust 
ReV'olt\tjon 'was not,Carrie'd'dut fully' w:ith~ri/ the 
framework of its, possibilitfes. ,,' 
","Revolutionary power should willingly pardon, the 

guiltywhtJ. repent ',bllt: it must be firm: with ,all traitors. 
For a new~bornre+ol~fioriary power, t~ be leni~nt' 

wwli counfer·revollltionariesis;tantamount to,c0mmitting 
suicide. Did ,not thePatis Commune conimitilgtave 
error in failing topursueand"Mim,in,ate ,the "Versaillais'!? 

,Failure to, seize the Bank of Indochina 
, The'tou..th,shortc6~il,1g, ,of"theAugust 'Re'1lolutioll: 

tI:\e forces, of iilsw-TecHon,' failed to,' seize ,the Bank, of. 
IndpclJ.!Ji1.a. and(llipi>r~ss tpe priVileges of the magnates, 
of" ',' tl1ll:"·mOney.marke,t1in,-{ndpCh!M; nroreov:er,~hey i 
fa,Hed'.I'ven ·tp ;}~!1;10ontrol.of;theBank. The coloniallsts . 
availed ,theJ;(ls~tv~spfthisQl?p,ortunity to attack us tater 
O,11in:the ftrtancial fl.e~d,:as fpr. el'a,mple bY'tile'.r.I!.jectjon 
of:;;9.,~ pi\l~tre'Jlgtl>s"th~~ p!acipgimoredifiJ~\llt~es ~n our 
p~W.lin t1].e , §am.e,\V~y ,/the l?a;is ~omm,11J,le 'met, with sOi .. 

\" 



mllny, obstacl~spredselybeca1tSe it faiied.. to seii~ hoM' 
.ofthe Bank at France.: . 

The japanese lind the. French begueathedto our 
'people's power an almosfhopeles$ economic and financial 
heritag~~ But we.w~re al¥etohold qur own because ofthe' 
sacrifices made by our workers; public servants. and 

, ". ", -. -: >'''- "", " '-"'/ ",.; 

soldiers, .,and because of .. J,h~. in<!u*ious and. dev.oted 
efforts of th~ S'0vernment a)7.d tpe. wl,lole people. . . 

, ' " ' ,.' ': _, , ': ,- .' -' ,~,1' ',:- ': \ ::':1')" 

. '.Thisfourth shortcolJ).ing wa$not due. to anyu<lder' 
estdlna!6ioil by the. ~~Ilders;,of the A)1g)Jst:::.l'!.e1Vol utjO!\, of, .' . 
the: finattciilLguestion, but-duerathertbthefact:tha.t: 
the,lllaak of' ,1ndochina is.llft'J!lal).eial.instit.utlonacti<n/l'' 
nc;)t :only.on be.hlllfof.the·ErMch and the lapanes~, but.: 
also of other countries. . . .... ': • 

. If we were n,<i>t :.able. P9:sw6epawayall. the Ftellch 
imperJ.lllists. iliYo,oe.,:bJow:, ·hp:W:could.wehoid, o\l,t fivmly. 
agllin,st sevefalo.t,~%. jmpedalist~as,welll '.. :.' 

,,],he,.,fGtir. 'a):>ove-mentioned .. shortcomings O{j!lp;io/l. . . 

. Augu$tR¢i\f'(llut'io,n,each hadtbe!r reasons. J;lut,inan 
objec.tirV,Ii:·ci\lftjeism, we.c<ltinot .. faiI to p0i·l'!.t theniout . 

. fiankly. . . ' 
Weiild#iittitat, :1ot'thisi:>~IlJ6rt of the dther and 

takiJi11l',intb aedo\j:t}t ,the: coMi-tft5I\s'Of,theAugl,lst ReYol U7 

Honf' .it was·C\lif'ftciH.t to 'avciid' th:el~hBtittheerr<ir()t b)1f· 
. revoluti6nati~s. 'c'bnsist~(ih~ . faiHl'ig t~', IIvait'tii~Ii"IVe$i 

··ot,the .hlgh,'ti'de bfth~r.~V'()lution~ry !1lov:~~nit'.Qn£· 
of' the . pe0ple'sspitit~fsa'6dficlllli' thed~cisi:\'eh1ilI'l~;s() 

·as . 'to' Nldudl! '. to!:l.i!tlPnil1il,unl."itI1-e ~'ll:te1f1i':"'QftJ{es~f > 
. :shor,t'ed.m:fnggt. ,'\, ':' '.'; ,'::,' "~:,'_-f .. \( .. : ~;,,> . ,'-:':h:,.: '_:;>~'~':'1:-:(;:\:') ;':~:: :;"_ :'; 

.' "'·'·Tii'fW6&Jii#~nes'e·~i:l'P15~JJ'ha:v~i~~~e;g:ed.IY;ci)5:1)'r~q~'d 
.Jhe ·'\1l'~tJtimh;'f/jt' f!eIh(vliig:tM>'iha'1fsl¥l:Y'tMa,td~ i'tJif , . 

. , .... ' ... ':".3"'." ... ',,":. :::, .. :'".' 
.. ,', ' ,,, ilS 
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Japag,,,,s,~ and killing many of, t~ep1. ip. varip?~pll'-c<ll' 
thu~ pf'lvo,king them. t? destrllY many good qu\'-lity: arms, 
Jhes~"'good" p~()p!e asser\ed that, in ,the9ordi!~ipJ.1,s 

• X>iJ,'~JY:.aWng la,~t Aug1,lst, ,lithe. yie~!l1\nh./la<:l not)ntef" 
~ered, tjley ",:o"ld.haye .~e~p.apl~ ~o ."r~g.qtjate': wjXI1 the' 
J;l;Jl>ap.eseardget ;t:nalJ:Y<\~ms, from t~e!l1 wlt]lin.{\. ,~~'Y . 
day~, We,fegret hay}ng t<lpu,tjqo.tl?-~,se, I;[el)tle.~¢n;fitth,.r 
VietI:Ul¥ . .lW,<:l Aot l~c,Ithe;wbolr')R~l'ple ,ip. tile g,epera~ 
jnsn~r#~tidn, p~rmitting them'l!uicj<!y j9,~.eiM'.ilrportiGW 
!()f~l1e. :J\,-paJ;le~e arms, hdd Dy. tl1~,t);la~ b,n" ,}loriit~l! a\\<i! . 

o' J!l;Panese troops,when the~~" gelltle\Ilen': ~l!pec~e.q,,~9 
'~Il; ~~;v,en thE\$~. '~begged"fo(' .arfll.~ };>ythe ;fa]jlalle~e. ; ,anG! 
if they ha4succeeded ingettillg t/J.pl]1,»:e ~.an,\>,e.l\.llre. 

, t~W,'(Y9.U~~;(h<tyeu~ed ,them witha,n~l:>r.e~~ •. ?t~~f,than 
· es,t!\bl~shi!;lg,:'I<n~co?sol!?~tin,g the demo9r.jl:t\9~ep¥pli~i\1l 
s:¥~te!l1 andthepeople:s power, o~~l'pellil)g~h.~f9teif:\n 
aggression" and .. checking the counter-revolution! . 

This: .faHu.~e. 1:0 ,Qomp!.etelyd~s.arm the· Japanese 
troops wasdue~9tJws.upji9tA;o.::~ (l'fwdHions9fthe August 
aeyo!~t.i~~, In pl~in,.w0rds,.wh.e!l~()!l have, only.a, ~m<tU' 
9apit,rl,rouC<tnnQt~:spept ~? ~\l~e big 1?rQp.~$: ,\WG! 

· :WithQ.\lt,ta.~~,.~lld .rh~a.,y',y c!\nnpns,. w~H/llc!Inot ,~p'~y; 
PQss~~sion: of}.he,J.ap!i.!lese tank~ .II,l1d . heavy c,a,npon~: 

,W/lat 4a,1'\P,~ne~.,W'as! tJiaUn m"nyr,eglon~, iIJ.W.l~. " 
W!i.tE;U" a:f:t~r the il!$ut~e()~iojlalforces p.a<jl Qc.c,\liPifP ;!i. 
towl),eitl\er ,bYa~ud<iI!il:l'!!r~t.",?,k ~r()m{)~I:$;~deo.p \):>Y:III) 

. inp:~r. u;pril!ipg., the: J!\pa,l\e&~ .. ;ent'1'l:J,l,qh.e~ thelljlil"eIYes:,411 
t1\eir,blp()kh.'i!!l!!lesandmaqe,I;~lIdy tPi,de(e,nd tl),e.~$~lw~;· 
l\1\<i1 . whiletheY,·h.1i4 eijojlgjl ~uppiiesa,nptI.1H.ni~jon!':tQ 

. . h"ld out for . a, 101\,g ;~i.~e,' . our.,tr'i!QPs, :jll!\l'~ly e!lpi~\lll'\~ 
~:M~,'f\tig)f"r!"\,,al1:!tof goodtaQ~ics,~aiMt<i>de~tr0y 
tli\~I't~,iprtjA~~ ~loll!'(~S for cl'all)ple.;, .~h.~seiz tireqft,hai 

"I', 
',_ .J", 



Nguyen) ; whatever the case, it ;must be admittEid th~t ' 
with, more p~omptHude ahdboldness, we should' have 
been 'able t(j'disarm the jajianese troops from t~e very 
beginning of the insurrection. Were 'not the Insurrection 
t~oops successful in many places' wlthoufanyblo'odshed 
or hard fighting? 'It seemedthillt the forces of insurrection 
were breaking 'a butterfly 'on the wheel :',facedwitli' an 

, exhausted and ali'eady defeated 'eHemy, they ,failed to 
av'~ilthemselvesof ,the 'situation 'and; by taking'it 
furthei' siep;sliould have been abM'to s'rtatchthearms 
from ,'the hands 'of flie'japanese, For in fact, our military 
task in that period consisted more in disai:mingtbeeni\my 
than in casting him down, ' 
, ',l'liaf shortcoming is one of. thereasoll.s'wI:lythe ; 

, Allgtlst ReV'61.1;ltioh did not take on as !leroi'; k'''cna­
racter,asth'at of the ~reat re:;-olud6nsin 6ther couil.tries, 

. Lack of firmessinthe' repreliision of:' 
,,'. coubtet~rlivoliltiOllil1.yeIl.lmenlS" 

" , , 'Here is the thirdweakiies;dHheAugust RevolUtion. 
Immediately, after the, establishment of revohlffonaty, 
p'ow'er, We 'did not firmly"elimirtafefhe v~riousbaiegories 
of traitors and 'falUd 'to, take, sufficiently energeti'e 

, mea'Sures against the Fren~hcolonia!lstsartd thdra:gents. 
OnlY: In some regIons such as in Quang Ngaildf4'J/fe' ,', 
forces Of 'insUrteCtjon carry ouf the JD9Iicy!:I{~, SWlJep 
a:Way allteactiortaries", 'but tlteY'Cii<i\ 'Ii: ,fn~ri~ektr~lliist 
way; 'almost'ev'erywnere ~,~se ",ew"recQrtcil&a:~orftoflie 
poihto£~we~~rtess,' forgettfjl~(~hltif'!'avictbri6uspower 
lnusfbe a idictatori'a!' Qi!e "(l,-emn)" ", ',,') ,.' ',: 

,The niQre'democrati~ t1iepb~er,theI1.lQ~e diCtatQria~ 
it'must be -'- that is, H"m.uste*e~i:ise':the'dei1J.ocl'atic 

" 

, -,.': 




