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INTRODUCTION

THE Revolution that created the Somali Democra-
tic Republic just one year ago was not an exercise in
the seizure of power for power’s sake. It sprang from
disillusionment and the blatant misuse of authority that
gave privilege to the few and poverty to the masses.

Fortunately a sense of true dedication to the cause
of Somalia still beat strongly in those who saw the
coming crisis and had the means to avert it.

Since the Revolution there has been no attempt to
hide the grim truth about our condition from the people.
Every attempt has been made, honestly and sincerely,
to galvanise our nation into positive action in solving

by our own means if we can, the enormous problems
that face us.

We have called upon our people to recognise the
importance of self-reliance; to make that gigantic effort




of mind and body to create a better Somalia. We have
addressed this appeal to the educated and the illilerate,
because Somalia belongs to both.

We have at all times insisted that the whole nation
should see our problems in realistic terms, and in seek-
ing to devise solutions, to attempt always what lies
within our own capacity.

The fruits of these revolutionary endeavours are
very plain for all to see in our urban centres and in the
remote rural communities throughout the whole coun-
try. The people of Somalia have, through the dynamic
leadership of the Revolution, discovered a latent ability

that has become the new force for achievement in our
country.

The cardinal points of our Revolutionary philoso-
phy are enshrined in the numerous public utterances to
our people by Major-General Mohamed Siad Barre,
President of the Supreme Revolutionary Council of the
Somali Democratic Republic. Those speeches, now the

content of this book, have been our inspiration to achie-
vement.

Col. Ismail Ali Aboker

Secretary of State for Information and
National Guidance
Mogadishu.

Oclober 21, 1971
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A SECOND
REVOLUTION

October 21, 1970

TODAY we celebrate the first anniversary of our
second Revolution, so to speak. Last July first, we ce-
lebrated the tenth anniversary of our independence.

Why this second Revolution? What is the sub-
slantial difference? Africa has often experienced revo-
lutions of this nature.

Some revolutionary states face enormous difficul-
ties, often created for the purpose of discouraging
them. Some leaders have shown herculean endurance
in facing the challenge. T would like to remember one
of the last victims among these giants: President Ga-
mel Abdel Nasser, and I ask you to dedicate one mi-
nute of respect and prayer to his memory.

For us it is enough that the people have under-
stood the basic motive of our Revolution. It is enough
for us that the results of this year are in evidence, and




it is not possible to describe these results in one phra-
se.

The social projects achieved by our people under
the established self-help system are remarkable. The
whole cily has changed its face. Our people decided
that dilapidated houses, slums, and the like, have no
place among us. Our people are coming to realise that
in order to change a situation, it is not the financial
resources that count as much as the determination of
men and their ability.

Education is achieving a success that has been
inconceivable until recently. Despite the limits of a
multi-lingual and unsuitable educational system, our
teachers and the department concerned, animated by
the Revolutionary spirit, are preparing an adequate
programme for the coming year.

It is our intention to revise and overhaul our
schools and the system of bringing up our students
and sending them to foreign academies. This latter
practice must be brought to an end. We want our stu-
dents to understand our own environment. We want
hard workers and real innovators.

Even mass literacy is not an end in itself. It has
the specific function of enhancing the awareness of
the masses to their own condition and their commit-
ment to the responsibilities of social coexistence and
the methods of production. The self-help schemes are
now a part of our educational system, especially in the
role of developing the community’s conscience.

Our present budget does not allow health assist-
ance to be as ample as it should be. The increasing
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number of hospitals and dispensaries built or under
way, the integrated policy of medicine, the presence
of doctors in the regions, and the creation of profes-
sional schools for nurses will enable us to meet the
growing needs of our people.

In security and justice, new criteria and princi-
ples have been adopted. From a state of confusion, in-
coherence, injustice and never-ending tribal conflicts,
we bave moved to a situation in which we have restor-
ed the sovereignty of the State, guaranteeing the se-
curity of the citizen and the just and firm application
of law. This has shown an immediate and remarka-
bl decrease in common delinquency and disturbances
among the nomadic population, and has brought with
it a great sense of responsibility in the urban cen-
tres.

In many countries the exercise of power by the
Armed Forces has not been crowned with the success
that was expected. But we want to make some key
concepts clear. Our soldiers are not the products of a
privileged class. They are the sons of farmers, noma-
ds, small craftsmen and ordinary workers, and they
draw the smallest salaries in the Republic. And if they
took over a year ago, in the name of the people, the
difficult responsibility of depriving authority from a
clique that claimed a self-styled parliamentary demo-
cracy, it was because they felt themselves an integral
part of the people; the nation which had become the
victim of flagrant plunder.

After a decade of waiting and of vain hopes for
improvement, their faith was betrayed by what one
African leader called «clique sovereignty.» The Revo-




lution acted to gain control of the nation’s destiny, and
in so doing they have fulfilled the aspirations of the
people. And it is our firm intention to meet these aspi-
rations in a worthy fashion.

The structure of our society and the framework
of our economy contain the only possible alternative
for a rapid economic and social rise. In Somalia there
are no classes in the Marxist sense; rather we are no-
mads, farmers, small employees and soldiers.

In our Revolution we believe that we have broken
the chain of a consumer economy based on imports,
and we are free to decide our destiny. And in order to
realise the interests of the Somali people; their achie-
vement of a better life, the full development of their
potentialities and the fulfilment of their aspirations,
we solemnly declare Somalia to be a Socialist State.

We are perfectly aware of the fact that many de-
clarations of the Socialist doctrine have fallen short of
the expectations of the people, largely because many
rations have taken up socialism as a mere object of
ornamentation, without in any way endeavouring to
satisfy its minimum requirements. Consequently, there
are many adaptations and versions that are used as a
guide.

We do not want to delude ourselves by accepting
some formula or a set of untenable concoctions in the
belief that these will solve our problems. What we
propose is, very simply, the adoption of the most scien-
tific method that will enable us to realistically face the
conditions of economic underdevelopment in our so-
ciety.

All the means of production will be controlled by
the State. This move was set in motion by the natio-
palization act of last May. The purpose of this is ob-
vious. We are convinced that if the economy and the
means of production are in the hands of a particular
group or organisation, it will be impossible to free
the masses from exploitation, and it will be impossi-
ble to distribute the national income equally.

In order to utilise powerfully our means of pro-
duction, mipisterial and technical committees are al-
ready working oun a three-year plan for the economy.
The stress in this programme will be on two tradition-
al sectors of Somalia’s economy: agriculture and live-
stock. Any attempt to launch into industrialisation

will be doomed to failure until these two sectors have
been transformed.

Our agricultural methods of production are not
entirely adequate for our programmes. Only a small
proportion of the arable land available is presently
under cultivation. On livestock development, the shor-
tage of water is our main problem, and in the move
to solve this, hundreds of «wars» were dug under seli-
help schemes.

The first stage of our gereral strategy is to carry
out fundamental projects. These are the Fanole Dam
in Juba, the salt works of Hafun in (Bossaso Region),
and the Mogadishu-Bossaso-Burao road. In accord-
ance with our principles and philosophy, these require
careful examination to avoid hasty action and unne-
cessary pitfalls.

. We maintain that Socialism is a more acceptable
ideology because it gives dignity to man and his che-
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rished values, and equality of rights and opportunities
lor prosperity and happiness. We affirm again our
fiath in the Charter of the United Nations and in the
Charter of the OAU., As we have often said before, we
follow a policy of neutrality, adhering to the spirit of
the Bandung conference.

Bul we cannot close our eyes to the deadly threat
that faces the African continent today, and we do not
confuse our real friends with our enemies. The threat
that faces the UAR and other African countries, is a
threat directed against the whole of Africa.

We have declared ourselves neutral, but we re-
cognise that neutrality has its limits in the face of
violations by our enemies. The Africa of 1970 is mov-
ing toward realisation of the need for a concrete unity
in intention and a common concern for its self-defence.
In this connection, Somalia always promotes, either
within the OAU or with other African countries, new
instruments capable of thwarting direct and indirect
aggression from outside,

Esteemed friends, you have honoured us with
your presence on our happy anniversary. You will see
that Somalia does not wish to remain isolated from
international problems, nor does it intend to remain
indifferent to conflicts and divisions that are taking
place in the Third World. I extend a message of peace

and solidarily to all through you, our honourable gu-
ests.

"“THE ROAD TO
PROGRESS

October 22, 1970

YOUR gathering here today is in support of the
principles we have proclaimed. We thank you — while
thanking God, that you have understood with us where
your interests lie. We must not refrain from realising
your interests for any reason whatever.

Your gathering here today resembled the one you
staged when, together, we removed the ugly cover un-
der which the imperialists used to hide. By doing so,
we are declaring what we want, and the things in wh-
ich our interests lie, as well as the road along which
we can progress at full speed.

Coming down to the crux of the matter, I have to
tell you something of what socialism is all about. So-
cialism, work and wealth-sharing mean that we should
realise the unity and cooperation of the Somali people,
by pooling their strength and their wisdom in making
a good life. Then, wearing the honour of their nationa-




lism and socialism,.lo move in one direction, and to
be freed from what is called seeking help from others:
irferiority, begging, social discrimination and the like,

’][Ee{s(}zdu to become free and independent from all of

'Socwhsm is the only way by which we can realise
what we want. It is the only way that will lead to
jusiice and equality among the people. It is the only
wuay through which the people can have the same
r[.t:hts: It is the only way that can put an end to the
situation where there is one who is fully contented,
anil one who is starving.

Socialism will enable every Somali to get medical
attention, and it will ensure that every Somali can work
for the better life he should live in this world. The peo-
ple can then share this life in an honest, just and equal
way. The Government will guide the people along this
path. This is what socialism is all about — basically,
it means work and wealth-sharing.

Socialism provides the way in which the people

can really govern their own country; a government run
by the workers and the intellectuals. It is the principle
that Tights against a few people, or groups of people,
exploiting the majority and sucking their blood. This
is socialism.

~ Socialism means that the person who toils should
enjoy the fruits of his toil, It does not provide for the
person who did not toil, but sat in the shade, to receive
benefits while the harship falls on the workers and
other people. This is not socialism.

Socialism is the only way through which it is pos-
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sible to preserve and hold high Somali honour, inter-
nally and externally.

Anyone who deviates from this road is putting
Somali honour, unity and progress under his foot. We
say: down with him! The one who is against socialism
is the bad one we threw away from this red-brick build-
ing that belongs to the Somali people. He is the one
who used to sit in it and was colonised in it. He is the
one behind which the colonialists used to hide. He is
the one who opposes socialism.

Socialism, as [ have said, takes us along the road
to justice, equality and a dignified life.

Where did socialism originate? Who brought it
about? Many people are in confusion about this. We
say that it has come from the Muslim people. We say
that it has its roots in Islam. It is not, as has been in-
terpreted by those [ referred to sometime ago as «Wa-
dad honkas (the pseudo-religious man), and the «ta’
liin honka» (the one with the bad education).

[ called him «Wadad honka» he who does not
know the religion of God, but who corrupts it and
misinterprets it.

I called him «Ilmi honka» he whom knowledge and
education did not soak through his skin; who did not
follow it down to its roots. He who does not know its
application, but on whose shoulder perches the mere
copy, I called him «Ilmi honka.»

Any other person — with the exception of those
two — who is really educated and who knows the me-
aning of socialism, can talk about it. Any religious
person who knows the fundamentals of religion or the
history of Islam, can also talk about it.




Do not listen to any of those two bad ones: they
are useless.

[ say that those two bad ones are the real enem-
ics. We know very well those who were exploiters in
the past, and who now stand ready for the resumpt-
ion of their occupation. We know what they are, and
the way we can counteract them is clear to us. But
the unknown ones who hide among us are the «Wa-
dad honka» and the «Ilmi Humaha». And they should
be brought out into the open.

That my words have a solid base is supported by
the story I am going to relate. It took place historical-
ly at the time when Islam was engaged in its Holy
War, as we are today.

I take our prophet Mohamed as an example, may
God be pleased with him. When the Muslims were
going out for a holy war, such as we fight today ag-
ainst humiliation, disorganisation, discord, coloniali-
sin, hunger and ugliness and against non-believers, a
man brought two horses with him, because he was
wealtheir than the rest of the people. Some people
brought provisions with them, while others had noth-
ing to take along.

Then the Prophet made them all sit and share
what they had. He told them to take with them equal
things and in this way move out to fight the enemies.
This accord was implemented. He who had two horses,
gave one to a horseless colleague, and the one with
provisions, shared it with others. Then the holy war
was waged, and the Moslems won the day, since there
was justice and equality among all of them.

The imperialists lost no time in getting to work
among the loyal and honest public, secretly spreading
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the lie that «Socialism means the sharing of wives. It
means the confiscation of all property.»

Whose custom is it to hide themselves and avoid
publicity? That is the habit of the thief and the cheat.
He who speaks the truth or believes in a good princi-
ple or has a clear objective, no matter where that ob-
jective may lead, does not hide himself but comes out
into the open. We must refute their allegations and
say that there is no truth in their talk.

In accepting Socialism, it was our intention to
free our people from enslavement. We take into ac-
count our country, our interests, and our enemy. This
is in full accord with the principles of Socialism.

Those I have been talking about, the «ta’liin hu-
me» say that camels in the Haud should be confiscat-
ed, and they thus twist the principles of Socialism.
They say that the sheep in Mudug should also be con-
fiscated. Since they have only heard about Socialism
and know nothing about its principles or how these
are applied in order to be successful, they say that
the retail shop at Bulow Eillay should be nationalised,
without even understanding the meaning of the word.

We do not agree to this. The camels in the Haud
and the sheep will be held by their owners. Its owner
will retain the shop. What we are going to do is this:
we will stop the situation in which people can exploit
the workers. That should no longer exist. No one sh-
ould be on the top of two, three or four hundred peo-
ple, but people will all work together and will eat to-
gether. This is what we want, and that is Socialism.
The riches of the country — those possessing property
and shops will continue to have them — but the es-
sential things for life and progress must be shared
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by all Somalis in a just and equal way. These are our
principles.

The hyenas who repeat the words of the imperia-
lists and talk about confiscations and urge the people
{o take their money out of the bank, will continue to
say these things. We say that those who want to side
with them can take their money from the bank. We do
not want it. We are satisfied with you who are stand-
ing here with those of. us who have the same princi-
ples and are honest Somalis. We have no need of the
reactionary or his followers. Nevertheless we will try
to orientate them.

Time does not permit me to go into as much detail
as | would like in making these clarifications to you
on this occasion, but I would like to express my than-
ks in the name of the SRC and the Government to all
the Somali people who are united and are heading in
the same direction.

We are united and tribalism is with us no more.
Long live Somalia in place of tribalism. May God keep
yvou in peace.

112

‘THE TEACHER
IN SOCIETY

October 30, 1970

IN the name of the Somali people I extend my
thanks to the teachers and students who took part in
nation-building activities since last October 21.

Reviewing your activities over the past twelve
months, I have noted your support for the Revolution
and the SRC, thereby approving the Army’s assumpt-

ion of power and the plight from which we saved the
country.

When we proposed to the nation that it was bet-
ter for us to rely on ourselves and concentrate on our
own interests, you clarified your concurrence with us,

and you acted accordingly. You realised that we could
do something for ourselves. ‘

You followed this decision with actual fulfilment,

) and have played a-notable part in the orientation of

our people towards progress. Your stand has made it
possible to strike fear in the hearts of our enemies
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who prefer to see us limp and unable to do anything.
It has also elated our friends who want to see us in
a position of prestige and ability with the rest of the

world.

As the younger generation who have inherited
this country and are now guiding its destiny, I would
like to talk to you about the politics of our country.
You are a most deserving group, and I would have
liked very much to have had the workers lere as well
so that I could address them as well as the students

and their teachers.

What specifically are the responsibilities and du-
ties of teachers and students to their nation and co-
untry? This is an important question which every gro-
up should ask themselves so that they may understand

clearly.

The teacher the world over shapes the will, the
mind and the dignity of the people. He instills a know-
ledge of science, the frontiers of which have today
been extended to the moon and space. Students get
all these from the teacher, and the student in turn will
become the teacher. The teacher plays an important
part in the realisation of all that we call progress to-
day — whether that is science and technology or such
abstract values as nationalism, liberty, humanity, di-
gnity and others. So you will see that the teacher is a
key figure with these factors that make it possible for
any country with a backward economy to develop.
Economic development does not come about by itself.
It is not a conjuror’s act, but man creates it with his
own mind and his own actions. But these are shaped
in the right way by the efforts of the teacher over a
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leng period of time. A politician, for exa

O » s xample A B3
Comﬁ out of the blug. He must be broug%teuﬂolgir ?I?et
teacher who gives him the necessary ability to becom
a suitable politician for his people and his countrif )

In short, what is a teacher? H
- ; acher? He can truth
[tgdlw(f](.d as-a father or a mother, in the same f\l;zleg ::
we refer to the country as a mother. There is nothi
more respectable. i

What are the responsibilities

[ of such a i

present day Somalia? What are the responsigielrifioez lor;

the student, the would-be teach L llies
Shilo el o e eacher, politician, scientist,

The first duty of both the teache

is the_understanding which you l1earv2nsflhg$nsgufdfl{al~t
true stage of the development of your country — s?
S?dbe(,rgitl?gdflng f]odr lwhich [ thank you. We have to Ieaa- '

> behi 1e old lies; the hollow pr i s
less pride and all other negatiye é)tt?ttggiéom\l}f huabf{;
iolregam our true selves as Somalis who always look
after and defend the interests of their country. A So-
mali must not take himself for what he is not nor
s_houl’d he forget what he really is. He should always
be willing to defend his rights. v

" What.does it mean to take one’s self for what one
is not? It is when a person likes an economy whicl‘{
does.not belong to him; when one takes the knowledge
of oihe.rs as his own, and when one believes that he
has gained heights he has never attained.

This should not be taken as discour
: b hot agement.
l.y(‘Jm it. It is intended to find the true and %gal?sn‘[ic Fbaaf
illb from which to launch the future development of
1e country. IT I buy a suit, put on a tie, and walk
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down the streets telling myself a lie by pretending to
be what I am not, then it is impossible for me to do
anything for my country.

Our knowledge of ourselves should not be based
on how we look, that is the appearance that is creat-
ed by our clothes; not on our pretensions, but on our
true worth as human beings and as educated people.
One should make sure that he does at least one good
thing for his country and people every day.

I would now like to sum up the role of the teacher
and the student in nation-building by saying that you
are the people who are going to lead the country to-
morrow. Your responsibility therefore is not confined
to your defense of the country only in thought, pians,
allusions and education, but also by taking into your
own hands the economy of the nation and its defense
against the enemies of the Revolution. We must value
the Somali man whose humanity was denied him. We
must plan to coordinate our thoughts and actions.
They should have no flaws whatever through diverg-
cnce of thought and action. May God bless you. Let
us proceed to build every aspect of our country.

[ have said let us proceed, but where?

I shall tell you where we should proceed and the
principles we should follow. We proceed to realise the
principles of Socialism, but we should not proceed
before we understand them thoroughly. If Socialism
has no benefits for us, then we must throw it away
and take something else instead. But if it has value,
wo must adopt it.

When we adopt it, we must be sure that the inte-
rests of the masses of our people are served by it. If
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selves why we are adopting So\cxzfieia}llis\li‘ll.e s sk our-

It is our conside ini
ered opinion, and [
‘ Is; our @ am
will _g.grtce, that we are under no c':ompulsi:m t(s)ugs é’?”
service to our people and our country. We should rl;

ther choose to die bef ' is i
et s % SociaILis(r);.e we do that. This is why we

Lately there has been a profusi
the sub_cht. Many people do }rjmt ﬁilggr;)tfa;%msn;g?t[s' i
well, or it has wrongly been interpreted to them 'afhlsm
arc-dxfferences from one country to another .E ory
nation has certain characteristics its laws, its e
:‘i-](i}[“t]}(:e:éag a lr}ati.s-[m thinks. Differences 'mustecaorril;)(;

‘viese peculiarities. Qur-Socialism must e .
along the shortest-possib. N et s
a better life for the Jigizﬁlse eesie-nlly. Justice and

This leads me back to our traditi
r _ ) aditional way of life
a[., a I;atlon. If we ignore our traditional Iifeypasélefé
(ll?nig; ‘(\;)Vushfmml father to son, we cannot achieve any
11g. We Nave to promote the good aspects of -
(Uhon‘al_ life and warn our people agginsst %vci)luglgra-
lest their efforts go with the wind, =
Many are the example rave!
‘ - ples of a man who {r ¢
;IhL Waby i om Las-KI?or'y to ;Ras-Chambionti ?N\r;?l!ls r;itﬂ
ling but _his own._stick in hand. With no provisions

al all, he travels, relying on his fe
What is this? Is it not S%cialisn?? fellow countrymen.

It is a traditional law of ours t
. o feed one’s-ot .
Which one of us goes to bed at night without t%ifsg

p A :
ﬁ;)r?]? care of our guests? What is this? Is it not Socia.

This man did not work for the food, drink and the

—_——
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bed he was given. Why does the other man offer them?
Is it not because our customs have deeper roots i S0
cialism — in helping each other.

If I try to count all these Socialist manifestations
in our traditional way of life, it will take a great deal
of time. This is so because, thank God,I know and love
Somali life and history. 1 did not come through the
window. I have always loved my people and all that
i= Somali above those of other people and nations, no
matter how good they are.

[ can cite these in poems and proverbs which are
now becoming alive again. To cite one example, a poet
said:

[ ask him who has tasted knowledge,

Is it something of which one ever has his fill?
I ask him who has travelled the country,

Is food something to be miserly with?

You will see that the poet is against those who
cat alone and never care about the rest of the people.

. We are Muslims. What is the incompatibility be-
tween our religion and socialism? Some people say that
since we have adopted Socialism, we have to dispense
with Islam. This is not true. Why should we throw away
our religion? Does our religion oppose the economic
development of our people? Our religion promotes it.
We shall preserve our religion and build a socialist
society.

The only way we can break the hold of poverty is
by working hard. To those who think they are rich, I
want to tell them that we do mnot want their money,
.nd it is too small to help us anyway. We counsel the
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¢omalis to have confidence in themselves. To forei-
gners, We say you have been doing business in this
country for some time. We will not accept colonialism.
you are no longer our colonisers because we are an
independent nation today. We have nothing against
you if you choose to live among us.

* Tribalism has been abolished, but genealogy has
ot been abolished. What has been abolished-are those
aspects-of. it that harmed our interests, our nationali-
¢m, and our statehood. But this should not harm the
country, Somali dignity or progress. It should not be
used as a cover either.

We all know the Somali traditional way of life.
It was based on tribalism, and it had to sustain it a
<hir> and a folklore passed down from father to son.
When it was misused to cheat people, to worsen thin-
gs, to divide people and to sow discord among them,
it became ugly. That is why we abolished tribalism.

In reality every tribe was a-small state. Which
are we to choose: a Somali state based on-nationalism
and unity, which is strong and able to stand against
its enemies and is in a position to compete with other
nations, or a multitude of small states? We chose the
bigger state and abolished tribalism.

We have abolished ‘dia_payments becaiise it led to
division among the people. If provided the incentive to
the killing of Somali people in exactly the same way
as one would slaughter animals. «I will kill you in the
street and only pay two shillings,» became a comimon
hoast. There is the example of the teacher, soldier or
civil servant, stationed at Ras Chambioni, whose live-
stock inherited from his father, are looted in Galkayu
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because a member of his tribe killed a person. If a per-
con has killed another, why is he not held responsible
for murder? The tribe should =ot pay for the action of
the criminal. In this way we have only made a hero of
the person who has made a mockery of the law, reli-
1 gion and the principles of human dignity. We have
abolished everything that had been-in-the name of the
tribe, and such institutions as Ugas, Iman, Boghar,
Mallag, and others. These are no miore. We want every
Somrali to be satisfied in his own country, enjoying full
justice and his legitimate rights. We have nothing ag-
ainst those who held positions of tribal leadership. The-
re are many good men among them, who contributed
to our struggle for independence, and we know them
to be enthusiastic supporters of the principles of the
Pevolution. Personally no blame atiaches to them.
But this is not to say that there are no black sheep
among them.

This country will never break faith with its good
sons. To the uged persons who served their country in
the past and who are now loyal to the Revolution, a
bright future awaits them. The country needs its good
citizens in many capacities.

We want the young and educated generation to
understand very clearly the realities of the country’s
politics. I have been told that one of those foreigners
who do not like us, told a young educated Somali that
he could go to the foreigner’s country on a scholarship
il he so wished. The young man declined the offer,
saying that he wished to put himselfi and his education
at the disposal of his country and his people. The forei-
gner shook his head. «It is impossible that the Somalis
will ever achieve unity,» he said. «It is only Mohamed
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Siad and a few others who talk about it, but things will
go back to where they used to be. Why don’t you spend
a short period in my country?»

This foreigner is still here, and he meets many of
us. | am pointing this out to you because these are the
principles of the foreigners. We are not going back.
Never again will we seek aid from him, his country or
his like. We will grow our own maize with our own
hoes. We will prove these prophets of doom wrong. We
have to begin our work in earnest. The task of nation-
building stretches before us.
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A NEW MILITARY
BARRACKS

November 1, 1979

I Am happy to sec that the principle of self-relian.
ce, the keynote of the Revolution, has borne fruit in
such a short time. You have done an excellent job in
the construction of this new barracks.

The credit goes to those officers who directed and
supervised the work, and to the technicians who pro-
ved their capability and talent in the good work they
have done, and to the Army men who toiled during
the construction of this barracks.

Millions of shillings have been saved on this pro-
ject, and this mon y will be spent on development pro-

You are not only defending your country from in-
ternal and external enemies, but also from disease,
hunger and ignorance. By undertaking valuable work
on self-help schemes that Save money you are defeat-
ing our major enemies.

The Army should continue to set this kind of good
example in nation-building,

e ——— e T —— e s
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CHANGING THE COUNTRY
THROUGH SELF—HELP

November 7, 1970

IT is a great honour for me to meet you here this
morning and to commend you on behalf of the people,
the Revolutionary Council, and the Government for the
good work you have done during the past year. I have

been informed of the great deal of work done in the
city of Hamar.

The nation has passed the test of whether it co-
uld do something for itself or not. You have contribu-
ted 48,000 shillings towards the reconstruction of the
fire-gutted Juba Hotel, in addition to other contribut-
ions you have made to other diverse development pro
iects. You have also taken part in the general clean-up
of the city and taken the lion’s share in the preparat-
ions for the October 21 celebrations.

You have helped also in giving the capital city of
Mogadishu a better face than it ever had before. Mo.

25




gadishu was the main window through which other
people viewed Somalia, and the foreign guests who
were here for the October celebrations went home with
very favourable impressions about Somalia.

The enemies of Somalia have increased since the
nation had decided to rely on its own resources, but
«we are not the slaves of anyone except the Almighty
God» - ' ‘ ’

[ call on thase of you who are on the right path to
ce-orient those who have been led astray and were en-
oaged in anti-revolutionary activities.

Let us abandon the idea of begging from oluers,
whether they be friend or foe. Today we are able to
pay the salaries of the State employees out of the re-
venue collected from our meagre resources. The wheel
of government machinery will not be slowed down.

Our sovereignity must.be upheld by rising to all
challenges and accepting all sacrifices and possible
reductions in salaries. We must try harder and persist
in.our work, so that we can forge ahead. with the ut-
most confidence in ourselves, and relying only on
God.

A large number of our urban people live in Moga-
dishu, which is the most densely populated city in our
country. In order to maintain good health standards,
the cleanliness of the city is of paramount importance.

We will soon start to construct new roads in near-
ly all parts of the city, with the cooperation of all the
people. We will also construct playgrounds for the ge-
neral well-being of the children.

We should also advise the people to paint all cor-
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cugated iron roofing sheets in order to prevent them
irom rusting and frequent replacement. The people
<hould also be orientated to rid themselves of the hat-
red of the past, and begin to love each other instead.
Wwe have to guide our people to the correct path and
cppose all corrupt deeds prevalent among our society.
He who undermines us is our enemy and we will not
allow him to inflict damages on the masses of the peo-
ple.

| thank you again for what you have achleved in
the past and for what you will achieve In the future.
The achievements attained by a person or a group for
{heir country will be justly rewarded.
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ORGANISING PHARMACIES
INTO COOPERATIVES

November 21, 1970

THE government has decided to organise the
pharmacies in the capital into cooperatives in order
to safeguard the health and welfare of the people.

At present, profit-seekers bring in various kinds
of medicines and sell them at exorbitant prices. This
will no longer happen.

In Somalia it was the practice for people to sei up
the same kind of business as that opened by others a
few days previously. The government will watch very
closely to see that this practice is discontinued.

As a nation which has decided to follow socialist
policies, we will work with our own strength, wealth
and knowledge. We shall no longer allow the coun-
try’s wealth to flow into the hands of foreigners as in
the past.

We have staged the Revolution for the sake of
the Somali people. Therefore the government has a
ereat responsibility to safeguard the welfare of the
people.

There will be laws for these cooperatives and each
cooperative should have its own experts in every field.

—
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| | IDD -EL -FITR GREETINGS

November 30, 1970

IN the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compas-
sionate.

After sending my greetings to you all, I thank
God for enabling all of us to survive thirty days of
hard test. It is a great pleasure to end the fast foday
after everyone of us has ascertained the extent of his
endurance. It is the wisdom of «Allah» that Moslems
should recall the sins they have committed during the
past twelve months in order to repent and seek par-
don. .

[t therefore gives me great pleasure to congratu-
late you on this occasion in which we are today cele-
brating the passing of thirty days of test, and are
asking for God’s forgiveness. Our Holy prophet has
decreed that no Moslem should be allowed to fast or
feel hungry or be left starving on such a day. The
deeper significance of this order is that any Moslem
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who can afford to do so should feed those who have
nothing to eat on that particular day. It calls on us
all to share what we have, without letting anybody
have what others don’t, and thus teaches the lofty
principles of socialism. This applies not only on Idd
day but also during the month of Romadan when both
well-to-do and poor Moslems are required to fast in or-

der to enhance the equality and the brotherhood of
the Moslems.

Islam decrees that the rich have to feel the pangs
of hunger and starvation during the day time in or-
der to be familiar with the plight of the poor. The
wisdom of Allah is further manifested in that whoever

lives in luxury has to help those who are underfed and
suy port them.

My heartiest congratulations to you all for hav-
ing done your religious obligations in regard to your
Almighty God. I wish you happiness on this Idd Festi-
val which purifies the soul and delights it. May God
help us in creating a prosperous Moslem world.

I take this opportunity to commend Islam for di-
recting human efforts towards the creation of a pro-
sperous and healthy community. It refutes that weak
assumption that Allah will feed everycne, and that one
tieed not worry or exert himself in order to earn a liv-
ing; but that he should be seated in the Mosque wor-
chipping his God and waiting for an unearned liveli-
hood.

God does not only like prayers but also good
works and he rewards you when you feed your child-
ren with lawful earnings. When our Holy Prophet saw
a man who was begging, he said, «It is better to go
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and collect firewood than to beg from others.» I would
like to expose the colonial trick in which the old co-
lonisers taught that Moslems will own the other world
while others own this one.

Islam teaches that we should work equally hard
for both places i.e. this world as well as the other
one. The Holy Quran mentions that we should look
after our trade and business even after attending Fri-
day prayers and when other prayers are over. I there-
fore call upon the Somali people to follow the right
path of Islam which teaches us to work both for this
world and the eternal life.

By leaning on Almighty God we should strive to
be independent as individuals — especially of relying
on others — thus becoming slaves to man rather than
to God. The Somali people should be freed from de-
pendence on foreigners.

As we are an Islamic state we have many things
linking us to all the Islamic peoples and States of the
world. The religious ties bring us together in the same
faith and establish natural and mutual respect among
us.

Our policy is to go along with the Islamic States
which advocate the common sharing of wealth
and riches with the human race in general and the
Moslem world in particular. It is because of these
natural fraternal ties that we strongly condemn Israel
for its aggression against the Arab people and for
making the Palestinians homeless and for its seizure
of the Holy places of the Moslems such as the El-Agsa
Mosque.

We Somalis are also a member of the African
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States. Our aim and objective is to live among the
Alrican peoples. We want the dignity and presonality
of the African peoples to be respected among the hu-
man society, thus taking their place and role in the
world.

Finally we belong to the human society. It is our
policy that the world family should live together in
peace, mutual respect and non-interference. We stand
against all forms of invasion or threats directed to-
wards any nation by another, however stronger and
wealthier the invading nation may be. We stand for
the right to self-determination, the right to choose
whatever social system is suitable for any society. We
strongly condemn any form of colonialist and racial
discrimination. We stand on the side of world justice,
peace and equality.

In conclusion I pray to God that all the Moslem
people generally and the Somali people in particular,
cld and young, may live in prosperity to see another
1dd next year with peace and happiness.
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THE FLAG IS SYMBOL
OF UNITY

December 1, 1970

MAY Peace be upon you in the name of God
Merciful, the Compassionate. figt S the

It gives me great pleasure to say a word on this
cccasion when we are conferring honorary battleflags
en the youth, workers and students.

. These battleflags symbolise our Motherland, our
independence and our own dignity, which we must
defend at all costs. These symbols are carried when
going into battle against the enemies of our people,
against those who envy us and against imperialism.

It is essential to have an ensign by which we can

recognise one another on the hattlefields defending a
just cause.

We must defend our unity and remove everything
that imperils it. We know there have been long perio-

.
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ds when we were divided on tribal grounds, and ma-
ny other things were brought in to keep us apart. But
we must, once and for all remove all forms of evil
which stand in the way of our progress.

There are many good people among us Somalis
who are being confused by wicked elements who im-
plant in their minds ideas of personal interest, tribali-
sm and all sorts of things which are intended to pro-
mnote imperialism. These people are wishfully longing
for the return of the old system.

We are not worried about the prevalence of such
unhealthy ideas for we are in the right path and are
doing the right things. What we are doing is entirely
consistent with our faith, our religion and our aim
to make a bright future. We will firmly march forward
and never hesitate.

It seems as if we have just obtained our indepen-
detice and hoisted our flag. It seems as if we have just
removed hatred from among us We now know that
we have to count and rely upon ourselves alone. We
have to lead the younger generation of the Somali
people into an era of prosperity for all, despite the
imperialists.

Since we have never been afra’d of imperialist
slanders and the misrepresentations of fact which
their papers report about us, their intimidations and
their predictions that we will never be able to forge
ahead because of the economic setbacks they endea-
vour to inflict upon us, we will make gigantic efforts
for the progress of our country and people.

Somalia will remain independent for ever. Sweep
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Never accept humiliation or '
degredation.
the workers, the youth and all categgories %r; oluﬁa;gg?

ple. [ call upon vou t . ¥
R touch thepgroﬁnd_ %&?led this flag high. Never let

enemy. nd it always against the
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ADDRESS TO
CIVIL SERVANTS

December 18, 1970

WE have met here today to consider again how
we can run our administration smoothly. We believe
that things are still going the wrong way.

On the day of the Revolution, we spoke to you ab-
out the dangers that faced the country and we outlined
the things we thought were important to lead the coun-
try in the right way. Your role in all this is not a small
one and we therefore regard you very highly.

On several other occasions we indicated to you
how the countries affairs should be handled and of the
| great responsibilities. 1 have met and talked with

many people in different categories of government ser-
| vice and have always spoken to them of their part in
| building a new nation. Despite all this however, we
‘ are still dismayed by the apparent failure of the civil
service to keep pace with the Revolution.

| Civil servants are the backbone of the State. They
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are the technocrats who ensure the smooth-running of
the nation’s administration. It is they who provide
good or bad leadership. We know the country has pas-
sed through dark times. Many of you in the civil ser-
vice have served for long periods going back to the co-
lonial days. You were in the service when things went
badly, but the blame for that rests with those who held
political power at the time.

The ways of the old corrupt system made it neces-
sary for us to orient the pecople in new systems and to
take the trouble to see that they understand what the-
se systems are about. We have tried to start afresh
together and to determine where our true interests lie
and in this way to achieve prosperity for the Somali
people so that they may preserve their dignity.

[ am sorry to say today, however, that I am not
happy about the way things are going. True, there are
people who are trying their best, who show sincerity
and who appreciate it when we instruct, direct or in-
form them. But there are others who do not understand
where we are heading. We suspect that many are hid-
ing themselves behind a smoke screen. They are con-
fused, and sometimes they obstruct the progress of
those who are sincere and hard working. They would
like to see the wheels of government brought to a stop.

But we must look into these shortcomings within
the service if we want to maintain our progress and
move towards a brighter future. We are concerned that
the instructions of the central government do not take
effect in the distant areas of the country where corrup-
tion, tribalism, neopotism and rumour-mongering still
exist, and where the meaning of everything is twisted.
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It is imperative that we create a normal attitude
towards work. The country belongs to the people as a
whole, even those who are looking at things from the
wrong angle. They share in the ownership of the coun-
iry and so do their children. Let us consider them as
part of us and allow them full rights until they show
themselves to be enemies.

We must engage in a dialogue to examine the
the problems of the administration, to go thoroughly
into all the problems that impede our progress. There
are still disturbing rumours going about. One of these
claims that soldiers are a handicap to progress. Who
do these rumours refer to? Do they mean me? Do they
mean the Revolutionary Council? Is the sight of a
khaki uniform all that troubles them, but I do not get
satisfactory answers.

There are some who say that the Secretary of Sta-
te did not assign them to any particular work. Does
this mean that the Secretary of State causes the trou-
ble? We have adopted a system under which powers
are delegated to the senior members of the service so
that they may carry out the burdens of government. I
cannot therefore see why anyone should find himself
in the position of having to wait upon the Secretary
in order to carry out his duties.

Others say: «We are not trusted». I would like tc
know how this distrust comes into the picture. Can
vou hold a responsible post and still claim to be di-
strusted? If this is seen clearly, every member of the
service will go about his tasks with sincerity and the
degree of responsibility we expect of our civil servants.
We must no longer resort to unreasonable arguments.
These can no longer be accepted. I have found no ju-
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stification for many of the reasons advanced to me.

A civil servant is empowered to make responsible
decisions that affect the public. Many do not go to
work on time, and others when they get to work read
newspapers and listen to music on tape recorders.
They neglect their duties and do nothing until instruct.
ions come through from the Secretary. Correspondence
is allowed to go unanswered and government tran-
sport is left idle. In many of the outstations, there is
little or no contact between government departments.
This is totally unsatisfactory.

Even with regard to such important facilities as
providing wells, letters requesting urgent help go
unanswered. We have been told that those who slan-
der the Revolution have their requests considered.
Others are sent away with the intention of creating
Latred. In yet other centres people are asked to come
back day after day, even patients in need of medical
treatment are sent away and asked to come again.
This situation must not be allowed to go on. We will
not accept this from anyone who offends the Somali
people and the Islamic religion. Anyone who does this
is a traitor who seeks to distract the Revolution from
its noble aims. The civil servant will be rewarded ac-
cording to the sincere efforts he makes and the results
he achieves.

Our aim is that Somalia should forge ahead as a
unified nation stead-fastly pursuing the course it has
chusen. We have taken the decision that the-civil ser-
vants should undergo a course of training, the objecti-
ve of which is to remove all grounds for the kind of
excuses we have had in the past. We have also resol-
ved that-graduates should not be left to roam about the
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streets. They too will take a course to study the aims
and objectives of our socialist Revolution. They will be
trained in the systems and the procedures of the work
they are to perform. They will be familiarised with ad-
ministrative laws and penal and other branches of the
civil Iau(s. They will be schooled in the principles of
[]efldership so that they can shoulder responsibilities in
uture.

We want our civil servants to know each other
well. The unity of the Somali people cannot be achie-
ved by words alone. Our graduates come from many
covniries,-China, the Soviet-Union, Britain, America,
the Arab countries, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia,
and-each one has_a high opinion of his education and
Limself. Furthermore each has acquired the culture
and the way of life, the systems and the experiences of
the countries they have been to. It is a matter of vital
importance that we bring them together so that they
can mix with each other and understand each other
for the common good of a united and progressive So-
malia. Unity is the beginning of good leadership, and
good leadership will enable us to surmount the diffi-
culties that face us. We want to instil a better sense of
nationalism in our leaders. Civil servants also will be
given an orientation course.

Many hardships are to be encountered before we
can reap the Iruits of prosperity. Without hardship we
shall make no progress. We were a nation without a
sense of direction. Two things will no longer take pla-
ce.: there will be no deviations from the aims of the
masses and from the socialist policies of the Somali
government. Second we will not allow the appointment
of someone who is not equal to the responsibility de-
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manded, while a responsible person is humiliated. We
have to obey the government. Nothing should hinder
the proper execution of the orders of government.

We must get rid of the attitude that was based on
opposing one another, spreading propaganda and crea-
ting needless arguments.

There will be a public debate to find out why we
are still practising tribalism, corruption, and favouri-
{ism, and why we hold prejudices against others. I will
gladly be present at the debate and take part in it. We
will not antagonise anyone who frankly states his opi-
nion. Those who accuse us of being wrong will be as-
ked to clarify the points of their accusations, and sho-
uld they prove these points, we will be courageous en-
ough to follow their advice. If they cannot substantiate
their arguments, we shall laugh at them — but no
other harm will be inflicted upon them.
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A BUSINESS
DELEGATION

January 1, 1971

ALTHOUGH vyou have visited our country at a
time when drought has hit certain parts, we welcome

you.

As we have declared before, our main objective
is to fight against the most dangerous enemies of
mankind: disease, hunger and illiteracy.

We are determined to win the battle against these
enemies by fighting against them with our economic

resources and manpower.

Although the country has natural resources, these
resources have not yet been tapped for lack of initia-
tive. We are determined, however, to develop the re-
sources of the country so that we can tackle the econo-
mic and social problems of the country. We know we
cannot do all these things by ourselves because we
lack the lechnological know-how and the financial me-
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FINDING SOLUTIONS
TO OUR PROBLEMS

Jamuary 4, 1971

YOUR Ministry deserves praise for organising
this seminar. This is an excellent initiative and I hope
you will organise similar seminars in the future to
cncourage the exchange of ideas that will lead to so-
lutions to existing problems.

We are determined to wage a fierce war against
povu’[y, disease and ignorance. It is possib]c to win
viclory in this war th rc*urfh hard work and the coilec-
tive efforts of the ]woplc The policy of our country
must be based on collective enterprise and the reject-
icn of any reactionary experiment contradicting this
policy.

For the sake of achieving the aims and objectives
of the Revolution, there is no alternative to adopting
he socialist system for our country. Sccialism is ba-
sed on justice, the elimination of prlmtatlon of man

Iy man, of planning for economic development and

<—P-

the liberation of the masses from want and insecurity.
That system will enable us to achieve a better future.

In our march along the socialist road, we will
meet numerous difficulties and obstacles, bu‘[ we must
be ready to SUlmuUHt these.

In order to sorve the country and consclidate the
ational economy, you must work in accordance with
ie declared policy of the Revolution.

Animal resources are the foundation of our na-

tional economy and the Revolutionary regime will

svery step to safeguard this sector because of its
importance.

Workers in the Veterinary Services make constant
contacts with the popular masses. It is therefore -
perative that they play their role in a positive way so
as to cncourage the people to contribute te nation-
building and socialism in Somalia.
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AWARDING DEGREES AT
UNIVERSITY GRADUATION

January 9, 1971

THIS is the first time that educational degrees
are being awarded in Somalia and it is a great honour
for me personally to grant these degrees. In the past,
our students earned their degrees abroad, and 1 am
delighted to extend to you, the first graduates of our
National University, my sincere congratulations. This
is an honour which the entire Somali people share
with me.

You have earned these degrees under difficult cir-
cumstances and you have had to pass tough examina-
tions. By your very example even some of your friends
have changed their minds and want to go to univer-
sity.

There is no greater honour or tribute to a person
who has won viclory in the war he has fcught than
the holding of a ceremony testifying to his courage
and manhood.

o0

During the fifteen months since the birth of the
Revolution, we have met one difficulty after another
in turning the former University Instifute into 2 fuit-
fledged university. We have already agreed on the
need for talking to each other frankly no matter how
bitter the truth may be. Our plans in connection with
the university were strongly opposed by many educa-
ted Somalis who proved to be our major obstacle in
realising this project. Although I cannot blame them
for the opinicns they held, they nevertheless came oul
sirongly against the establishment of the university.
fhey thought we did not have the means necessary for
such a project, and they did not believe we could att-
ainl.the right level of university education here in So-
malia.

My attitude was: if we do not begin now, we will
never be able to establish a university. Therefore let
iis begin now. And so we went ahead with the project.

Today four Somalis are graduating from our Na-
tional University for the first time. This is a highly
significant development. But the question which must
be asked is: Why have I been insisting on the realisa-
tion of this project? And why have I refused to act

cn the advice of my nationalist colleagues who thou-
ght otherwise?

It is essential that I inform the Somali people of
my reasons, because it is necessary that we under-
stand the value and importance of every step we take.

~ Nothing in this world is made completely right
Irom the beginning, and there is nothing which God
sends down to us which is complete in every respect.
God never gives you anything ready on a plate.

o1




I believe that education is the beginning of a good
life and that you will never have your fill of it if it is
not available inside your own country. There is a So-
mali proverb: Une drinks from the water to his satis-
[zction only with his own hands.

ihe other reason I insisted on the university here

L
benefit
e available in your country to enable the majority of
our pcople to benefit from it.

. for their higher education because we did nof
the facilities in our country. Now let us consider:

tiow did our youth return?

They came back greatly changed. Their attitudes
cre so conditioned that there was a wide gulf bet-
ween them and their people.

/ithout being aware of it, the culture, the educa-
ion, the history and the life of the host country car-
ivd us further and further away from our national
dentity and from the way of life and customs of our
own people, making our own background and tradi-
tions seem ugly.

It sccurs to me that those who have been chang-
ed in this way cannot manage the affairs of their own
seople and country, — nor can they even understan:.
ot is that in order to lead their people, tiey
usi first understand them. They must undersiaiid

ifficulties, the way they think, their social codc,
; ~motions, and the language in which they commu
sicate with them must be their mother tongue. I believy
that they will eventually come to understand these

J
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Lhriqnegs But it will nevertheless take a great deal of
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| it Is very dlfflcult to recondition a person’s atti-
wde and mentalily. It is very easy to reconstruct
a J_}'u:!r,lmg Il any way you want with the help of ar-

{I'JEJ'LE.T’.'{]S and builders, but it takes a great deal of time
to und rstand a person with a different social and
ultural background.

%7
Wwas

Il that we had been learning good?
Lbelieve that most of-it-is: but not all of it. It is

no-longer necessary  for me to point _this-cut-to yoy_ |

now. from row-on, the difference between those who

learn at home, and those who return from abroad, wiil

be apparent to all, especially where nationalism. and

¢ e ]| R = 0 " =
tae understanding of their country and people are
cencerned. |
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The aim, then_, is to_Liberatc eurselves-education-
ally. There is no difference between ecolomic, political

or educational gmslayement; Each takes its toll. We
have been enslaved T atT These three aspects, and this

'lJ

ic a step forw_ard in our educational liberation. We
Ea.ve to take similar steps in other fields as well. For

is reason, this graduation ceremony is an honour of
special significance for me.

-1 I call upon all the Somali people, and especially
the youth, to grasp the real meaning of this step which
now makes higher educational degrees available to
vou in this country.

_ We.sincerely extend our thanks to_the University
of Padova- and-the Italian Government-who have help-
¢d us in this project. We thank them in the context of




the Somali proverb which says: He who forgets what
ias been done for him, does not understand what is
done for him. They have helped us in the realisation
of our dream and in the fulfilment of our aspirations.

[ also extend my thanks to the prefessors and to
the President of the University and his staff who have
managed the Univeristy’s affairs with such excellence.

I praise the Somali students -~ those who have
graduated here today, and those who expect to do so
in the future; all those who have been struggling for
the establishment of the Somali National Univeisicy.

I also extend special congratulations, in the name
of the Supreme Revolutionary Council, the Govern-
rient and the Somali people, to those four graduates
whoe have today demonstrated to us the victory of our
principle and conviction.

My brothers, the young people of Somalia, you
who are associated with knowledge; I say to you that
we can achieve whatever we desire so long as we have
faith and the will to succeed. So stop being afraid and
march forward.
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GREETINGS TO THE PEOPLE
ON IDD -EL- ADHA

February 6, 1971

On this holy Idd-El-Adha feast, I extend my hear-
ty regards to the Somali people in every part of our
beloved country as a Moslem should greet his fellow
Moslems. Our greetings go out also to other Mesleni
peoples to whom we are bound by eternal Spiritual
ties. We remember specially the pilgrims who in their
devotion to God endure great sacrifice in order to per-
form the ritual of Haj.

The Somali people form an integral part of the
Islamic world. We share the hopes, gthe f};usbratiggs
and the victories common to all of them. The Somali
people continue the tradition of being pioneers-in our
glorious Islamic history, playing a particularly nota-
ble role in the consolidation and unity of the Islamic
world. The Somali Democratic Republic has sent a
Haj Mission to take part in that great annual confe-
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rence. The present Mission is headed by the Secretary
of State for Justice, Labour and Religious Affairs.

Because of our strong relations with the Arab
countries through faith, brotherhood and friendship,
and because of our commitment to the principles of
justice, the Somali people have adopted a determined
attitude against the aggressive Zionist occupation of
th. holy land of the Prophets and parts of neighbsur-
ing Arab countries. The Zionists are carrying out
nlaris and programmes of expansion engineered by im-
verialism against the peace-loving countries.

Only a glance is enough to show how the Africans
tiave been divided, dominated and exploited by inter-
national colonialism and imperialism. Some parts of
the continent are still in this horrible and inhuman
situation, while the majority have attained political
independence after great hazards and hardships.

The imperialists succeed in maintaining their pri-
vileged position by perpetuating the economic, socil
and cultural domination of the African. They work ig
league with local African lackeys eager for personal
power and wealth and thus frustrate the plans for ful-
filment of the independent African masses.

But the progressive independent countries, because
of their determination to move towards economic, poli-
tical and social progress, have earned the disfavour
of the imperialist nations. The imperialists.and colo-
nialists spare no efforts in their bid to thwart Africa’s
progress, and when they fail they resort to the kind of
aggression we saw recently in Guinea.

We Somalis have had our share of colonial domi-
nation and we must be fully conscious of our position
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and responsibility. You will agree with me that the
nation-building process we have embarked upon based
upon our chosen Socialjst principles is the only road
that can lead us to our objectives of political indepen-
dence, justice, economic and social progress. We have
19 pursue our aspirations with vigour and determina-
tion so that future generations shall be free of our
present burdens and difficulties. We must join hands
with the progressive African and other peoples with
whom we share common ideals and interests.

In our Holy Quran we have a certain «Aiat» whicl
means that God has created the world for g!iitusl\al‘:;ii
benefit. He orders us to create our means of livelihood
enjoy good health and the fruits he offers us, and it
tells us that at the end we must go back to be judged
by Him. So Islam makes it imperative for the Moslen:
to do his best to get what is necessary for a decent life

end to realise the general good of hi Pl
to God’s faith, - good of his people, clinging

~ The Re\(olution extends its hand to every faijthful
citizen who is ready to support it with courage, deter-
mination and resolution. There is no place for indif-
ference or setback. We have no way for realising our
aims except for uprooling non-Moslem vices, from our
saciety.. Since the beginning of the Revolution the So-
mali people have sacrificed much of their money and
effort for the projects of self-help, but there is stiil
much more to be done. Under the present circumstan-
ces we must cooperate and double our efforts to exploit
our land and wealth. May God watch over you and
help you to do what is good and useful. Once more,
accept my happy wishes and hearty congratulations.

—_—
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A TALK TO
AGRICULTURAL OFFICERS

February 23, 1971

IT is a pleasure for me to take part in this session
at which all agricultural officers from the regions are
present. The policy of the government aims at enabling
each Ministry to discharge its responsibilities to the
nation and to play its specific role in the development
and progress of the whole country according to a clear
and well defined policy.

A three-year economic development programme
covering the years 1971 to 1973 has been prepared, and
ander this plan each Ministry has been assigned a par-
ticular role. Every organ of the government has bzen
given a definite share which it is required to achieve
within these three years.

The role of your Ministry is a particularly heavy
one because the whole economy of our country is based
on agriculture and animal husbandry. There are some
sectors of our economy, such as our marine resources,
which we do not utilise ourselves, but which is exploi-
ted by foreigners.
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Since we want to become self-sufficient in food,
the importance of tilling the land must be apparent to
all Somalis. But to become self-suffiicent we must at-
tain the required levels. It is the person who eats who
is able to learn, to preserve his honour, and property
and to aspire to other matters related to man's
life as a whole. Even in worshipping Almighty
God, it is the person who eats who is more likely to
worry about it. It is said that «A hungry person doss
not behave nobly.» Hunger is the mother of all evils,
the cause of all the bad things with which the Somali
people as a nation are generally associated.

Knowledge and education therefore are tied to
ireedom from hunger. If we do not work, God will not
relieve us of hunger, and when God decides to relieve
us of hunger, He provides us with a means to do so.

We used to sit idly and say «Prosperity will come!
It is bound to come! It will come!». But we waited in
vain. We stripped ourselves of human dignity by want-
ing to eat what we did not toil for ourselves. We filled
our lives with degradation, thievery, backbiting, envy-
ing and plotting. That was our harvest in the past.

Today we have put all these things behind us. Let
us first accept the principle that if we do not work we
can achieve nothing. You must sweat and toil and
plant and reap before you can eat the fruits of your
labour.

The entire Somali people look to your Ministry to
provide them with the technical advice for the grow-
ing of food, and help on modern techniques and proper
management to increase production. Farmers have
no ene else to turn to for guidance.

The other Ministries also have their part to play.
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The army will defend the nation and keep guard over
you, while the police will prevent crime by arresting
thieves, cheats and those who break the laws of the
land. Others have the task of processing the produce
of the farms. Still others will go abroad and find mar-
kets for our exports. Each branch of government has
its part to play, but as your role is the central one, this
makes your responsibility still greater.

There is an annual drain on our currency of se-
veral million shillings on products that we could pro-
duce within this country. Not only can we we produce
them in sufficient quantity to meet local needs, but we
can have a huge surplus. The fact that we have not yet
been able to do this can be attributed to the lack of ef-
fort by individual farmers, the use of out-dated techni-

ques, lack of organisation and perseverance and, above
all, inadequate education.

Because we did not develop a large-scale and di-
versified agriculture, we have had to rely upon impor-
ting foods. This situation arose because of the wrong

policies that insincere people advised the country to
follow.

[ want to underline that nationalism goes beyond
mere verbal protest. Its real meaning lies in the since-
re and dedicated services one performs for his country.
Nationalism has its strength in directing the people
and orienting them towards unity,

Do not pay attention to those who say that So-
cialism is anti-religion, and who claim that property
is going to be confiscated. In their unfounded com-
ments they try to turn Socialism into different unac-
ceptable ways.
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Many of our pepole have been led astray. They
want to draw high salaries and if they do not get that
they claim that everything is wrong. He is the person
who wants to drive a big beautiful car, and if he does
not get it, he becomes angry. He wants to live in a
spacious and well furnished house with a refrigerator,
and if he does not get these, he says: «Down with the
Revolution». I have already spoken about these people
before.

It is not the economy of the Somali people that
has been adversely affected, but that of the thieves who
used to ride in big white cars.

I have said that we have chosen Socialism. We
have done so in order to help the true Somali people,
not those who were led astray. We are not going to
deprive those who have wealth. Let them have it. We
have no objection either to people working to amass
more wealth, so long as they are not exploiting any-
one. But if they try to do so, we will not let them. We
want to go to the aid of those who were degraded and
oppressed by colonialism and later forgotten. These
people are the farmers, the workers, the poor, the pa-
storalists and the honest and true Somali. These are
the people who did not go astray. We want to advise
and support them and guide them in the right path.

The Ministry of Agriculture is very well staffed
now with highly qualified people in terms of experien-
ce and knowledge. What we want to do is to direct
our people towards collective wealth, to pool their
strength and to face up to their difficulties. When co-
operatives are formed we must ensure that they really
work by providing all the necessary equipment and
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{echnical know-how. The officers concerned should live
among the people, and guard the cooperatives from
subversion and the old methods by which they can be
wrecked. Cooperatives are part of the government pro-
gramme for the development of the country, anyone
who hinders its realisation is an offender. Untruth-

ful praise or hypocrisy does ourselves and the country
no good.

My brothers, we have been living by thievery for
a long time. The sovereignty of this country has not
been lightly achieved. There are people in their graves
now as a result of the struggle for independence.
Others went to jail. What did the Somalis wani when
they struggle for independence? They wanted men
from among them to lead them to a better life, to pre-
serve their honour and human dignity. But in truth we
did not realise these aspirations of the people. I put
the blame for this failure squarely on the shoulders of
our «teachers,» and the fact that we did not have enou-
gh experience to run a state. Today we know better.

I pray to Almight God that the Ministry of Agri-
culture discharge its responsabilities fully and thereby
realise the aspirations of the Somali people. I hope the
officers and the young educated personnel will under-
stand their work in this light. I hope that they will
abandon all the Musug Masug tactics of the past. They
should be motivated by a desire to solve the difficul-
ties of the Somali people more than by money and pro-
motions. The springtime is approaching and you have
an interest in work ahead of you. I hope you will
accept this challenge and lead your people to piuspe-
rity.
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TALKING TO
SPORTSMEN

March 8, 1971

IT is a real pleasure for me to meet all the peo-
sle concerned: with sports- tenight. Altheugh I dv not
take part in sports, I still have a special love for sports
as I know and appreciate its value.

Sports creates a healthy body in a healthy mind,
and naturally, people with healthy bodies and minds
are bound to be good citizens. A good spirit of sports-
manship creates a commraderie which in turn creates
an atmosphere in which such social evils as tribalism
and regionalism cannot flourish.

«One can say, then, without exaggeration, that
sports contributes indirectly to the progress of the na-
tion. If sportsmanship can create an atmosphere in
which commraderie among the Somalis can flourish,
then orne can say for sure, that sports is one of the pil-
lars of progress».
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Sporting activities should be spread to the smal-
lest and remotest village in the country.

You should inculcate in the minds of the young
people the importance of sports. The young people are
the ones who shall have the responsibility of leader-
chip in the country and the experiences they gain from
sports in their youth will teach them fairness, giving
{heir best to the task before them, and the valuable ex-
perience of team work. All these experiences and the
knowledge of their value are important elements in
leadership.

I urge the sportsmen to show good sportsman-
ship. You should consider sports not as a battle bet-
ween two hostile forces, but a game to test each team’s
strength without any bitter feelings.

You should show an excellent sipirit of sportsman-
ship, which will bring credit to the image of your co-
untry, especially when you go out of the country to
play elsewhere.

I am fully aware of the fact that there are many
difficulties — that sports equipment is imported and
i« very costly and that some facilities are non — exst-
¢t Sports must be developed fo rthe benefit ol the
wheie nation, as it is an activity that has far-reaching
ignificance. Sportsmanship cannot be divorced from
rationalism.
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THE IMPORTANCE
OF INFORMATION

March 16, 1971

WE have made it our duty to inform our people
whatever we believe to be of interest to them and to
the country. We disseminate this information over ra-

gfo or in direct talks with the people whenever possi-
e.

What is the responsibility of the Ministry of In-
lormation and National Guidance? I believe the duties
of this Ministry were not understood in the past. |
cannot repeat the descriptions which the popular mas-
Isggdused when referring to it. Nevertheless it cannot be
1idden.

What is our opinion of the work of the Ministry
today?

We believe that this Ministry is the only orean of

1E.;;cwe_rnme_l:t v;hich can bind the Somali pe%plegtogg-
er In unity, disseminate news to th i

to the. tighe oot o them or guide them
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We believe that it is the only organ that can warn
our people of the corrupt practices that were made
permissable during the past regimes. I mean those
mental attitudes of mind which, although they may
lead to corrupt practices, can at the same time lead
them to the right path.

The Ministry of Information is the only organ
which can broadcast, at the same time, to the man at
[ oyado or Ras Chiambioni, or in fact, to the whoie na-
tion, about what the Governmet is doing.

It disseminates to the people what is good and
what is in their interest and advises them on politics,
lile and government laws. It does this in terms that
are understandable to them. Our people know what is
right better when these are based on nationally shared
principles; on honesty, on progress, on unity and not
on individual interests — when these are in the inte-
rest of the popular masses. The value we attach to this
Ministry lies in this. What then, is the value of the
people who man it?

The people who run the Ministry, comprise the
senior officials who are implementing the major poli-
cies of the government, or are passing them on to the
nation. They also organise and coordinate the work of
the staff, down to the peon without whose job the Mi-
nistry cannot properly function.

The staff of the Ministry should especially in this
Revolutionary era be composed of nationalists — re-
sponsible people — who are ready to fight their enem-
ies. These enemies are everything that contribute to
their hackwardness in relation to the rest of the world.

One of these enemies can be an economic one, for

68

a poor person cannot become a goo

tionalist. O_ne must first wage agholcj' lzf;foéléﬁfﬁ rt]f?e
poverty which he shares with the rest of the nation
Then, there comes the children of poverty — envy 0-
lemics, plotting to gain higher posts, nepotism irl’epm-
ployment, back-biting, favouritism, tribalism, regiona-

S:ﬁ;.tmustlce ete., All these are the off-spring of po-

That is why it is right and '
. proper for us to f
against poverty, because it is the mother of iijuostil(?e}.ﬂ

I have said that the staff of this Minist
comprise of responsible people who cglns r?,ntsé]r%l:'leci
things in the language and in the same frame of mind

as the people. They must be ot mi
pressions on then};_ st be able to make lasting im-

It is said that one picture is more effecti

ctive th
ten speeches on the same subject. This mealz‘lgi thaaq
what the person sees with his own eyes is more valua-
ble than what he hears with his own ears.

The majority of our people are illiterate. The dif-
ferent types of work of the Bginistry are compli[glin%laf-
ry to each other: One evolves the ideas, one voices
them, one provides the technical support, one writes
them in the newspapers, one makes films, and one
coordma“[es these various activities. One who is not in-
_teresled in them, cannot understand them. but he who
is, or knows their value, must know them well.

When all these activities are properly coordinated
the people get the news of the country. The nation wo-
uld pool its abilities and its principles would become
national. Then the people would be united and would
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be in a position to fight their enemies: poverty and its
off-spring. '

I become aware of the importance and value of this
technical and specialised Ministry especially in these
times when we have embarked on the socialist tran%
<formation of our society. We believe that the value o
this Ministry is great.

How could the Ministry’s work be useful to the
Nation?

The whole staff should be 1o.yal to its peoplgl ccu-f
untry and God. It must have confidence in the_allJluy Od
its country to progress. Everything is possib etarzl_
God gives each what each wants. Those who want e
slavement get it. So do those who want freedom.

‘his means that every person is capable of achiev-
ing giihzr of these two alternatives. Every personhﬂ;éaél
can do what he wants. It is you who makes the‘ c ?] +
and whether it is a bad one or a good one th(;ll Lar(1:l eoln
your life, dignity and off-spring, entirely depends
you.

i i i ty, so is it
Honesty is a primary base, so is poverty,
to know your own ability. As long as you bekilgttle y?]m:
own abilities, it is impossible for you to achieve ka gn
thing. So long as you continu% to ?_?[se_yosgvgr?é‘e -
: in
whether you could get some benell ?1 e o
cannot achieve anything. These s
E:ﬁ’s }{l'?zt come one’s way in él?llawiul ulilagss, S&l??ﬁzfltatsg
Let every person count now muciy 1+ et
Yllci)rr;igof Svhatev%rpgains that have come his wlay in such
ways since the beginning of internal seli-rule.

It is said that one can drink from the water of the

e ———
_"_-_____________________________——-——
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well to his satisfaction only by his own hands. Those
with sound minds and principles and those who know
the value of nationalism say «Everything, other than
what belongs, causes indigestion.» What does not be-
long to you is not only the cause of indigestion, but it
also never satisfies, while a little of your own does.

No matter where one is assigned to work, as a far-
mer, a soldier who is assigned to the defence of the co-
untry, a security officer, a judge, a national guidance
officer, it is only when we work with honesty that there
is nothing.that can stand in our way.

Many people tell me that I am an old man. What
is wrong with me? Why don’t I relax and enjoy my-
self? T tell them it is true that I have been around for
quite sometime now, but I did not do anything of va-
lue. Now I take my stick and until I die, I shall con-
tinue to be on the right track.

To tell the truth, I have always disliked imperia-
lism, its brothers, its lackeys and even the Somali who
hails it. I still dislike the one who follows imperialism,
he who leads Somalis into the imperialists’ fold, and
he who betrays the people. He who does not know it,
[ like him to be oriented, but I do not hate him. I hate

him who while knowing what he is doing, still conti-
nues doing it.

[ wage war on the egoistic self-centred characters
among us who never think in collective (we) terms.
These characters always complain «I did not get an
increase in salary. I have not been given the right

post. etc.» Once he says «I», the next thing he will
say is «our tribe.»
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If we continue to be in a state of perpetual divisi-
on how can we achieve anything for ourselves?

A human being is better when he has a principle.
The only way he can achieve anything is for him to ha-
ve principles and goals. These principles and goals
must be ones by which he is supporting his life as a hu-
man being, and which can leave an inheritance to his
off-spring.

One can be satisfied with what he shares with the
rest of the nation. When I say that I am defending my
Euman dignity, if the rest of my people do not have
dignity, then 1 also have no dignity. Everyone works
for his off-spring to get a good inheritance. Although
the idea is present in everybody’s mind, he must also
consciously work towards that end.

Such is the situation of our people. We do things
intentionally. We are here today. We are responsible
for the major parts of the state organs. Therefore how
we plan for the nation to reach prosperity is very im-
portant. If we misguide it, then it will end up nowhere
with the people fighting each other. Therefore, they
will continue to be the most backward nation in the
whole world, including Africa.

I believe that the staff of the Ministry have made
some progress since the advent of the Revolution, al-
though as we all know there have been some faulter-
ings. This judgement is based on the reports of the le-
aders of the Ministry as well as on some briefings
which 1 have obtained. They have not quite attained
the required level.

It is the policy of the government to provide this
Ministry with all that is necessary to enable it to func-

72

—_—

tion properly. I believe that the bulk of the staff is tem-
porary. I cannot say they will all be made peramnent
Netheir can the Secretary say so because this depends
on committees, on regulations, on laws and on gene-
ral principles covering the whole civil srevice. But I
say this: «We will not allow an honest and sincere per-
son to be Ieft by the roadside, once there is no longer
any need of him.» I take Mr. Ali Hussein and Abdillahi
Qarshe as examples. We cannot say to them: «You are
no longer of any use to us, so you have to go!» They
will continue to be taken care of as long as there are
Somalis alive.

We believe it is our responsibility to show no mer-
cy to anyone who betrays his country — to do away
with him. Similarly it is also our responsibility to re-
ward those who do good for the country, otherwise what
we have fought against will not be eliminated. This is
something on which the leaders of the country must
reach a definite solution.

It is-our opinion that the Ministry should have a
branch in every region. The necessary equipment and
staff who have:technical knowledge should be provided
In order to raise the standard of efficiency of this Mini-
stry it is proposed-to increase the qualifications and
know-how of its staff. It is much more useful to coord;
riate work rather than leave it to individual efforts.

We are not going to tolerate anyone who is obstru-
cfing the work of the Ministry — we will tell him to go.
It is possible that such a person may go undetected for
sometime, but he will soon be caught out.

This is the government programme. We are confi-
aent that each year we will make some progress. Let
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that progress be small but let it be in line with the rea-
lities of our country. This is also true of the other or-
gans of the government. We want our policy with re-
gard to organs which occupy a place of special impor-
tance to be made clear.

There seems %o be some confusion as to where we
are heading, but we are not confused at all, and I take
it that you know very well where we are heading. But
the reactionaries seek to confuse our goals.

I wish to point out here that we are a socialist co-
untry. That is where we are heading. When I say So-
cialist, we do not want to delude ourselves with false
names. We want to make true socialism a reality here,
because we believe it to be in the interest of our nation.
We will realise our goals in spite of the threats of the
foolish person or infidel.

How is Socialism in our interest? Why did we cho-
ose it? What is Socialism itsell?

Although my colleagues and I have tried to ex-
plain it on many occasions, the residue of the past still
remain in our minds: the Musuq Masuq and the misin-
terpretations, and the liars, who spread many lies and
try to deceive the people. We reiterate that Socialism
will be fully realised. No person can turn Somalia
from its course.

To answer what is Socialism; it is when put in a
nut-shell, what the Somalis need and want. Somalis

want unity, justices equality and to improve their lives -

generally. Do the Somalis want anything else?

I request you to answer in this way whenever the
reactionaries talk to you on the subject. When we
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achieved independence — it used to be said that there
was justice, equality and progress. But, I ask you in
the name of Almighty God was it true?

No, there was neither justice, equality nor pro-
gress. It has all been untrue. But we will make this a
reality because we have declared we will follow so-
cialism.

Socialism does not believe in inequality between
men. It does not believe in apportioning things un-
justly. It does not believe in pardoning an enemy of
the country. It knows no Musuq Masugq. It believes in
rewarding each person according to the work that he
does. Nevertheless the way by which to achieve the de-
clared principles and the road along which one has to
proceed are difficult. To rid ourselves of our acquired
habits and thereby surmount the little difficulties that
arise along the way is also difficult. It will take time.

Which is the road to the true principles?

[ts base, truly, is the economy. We say that we
must develop the economy, but are we unanimous on
this? Would the well-to-do Somali consent to joining
the front of the people and take part in developing the
economy?

I believe that he would not. But I say that since
we — the poor ones — are in the majority, we must
force him to yield to us. Let the rich have the little
amounts which they have obtained. May God deprive
them of their faith! I ask myself and even ask some of
them why are they opposing it? Especially those whom
the country has made rich —and who — may God be
my witness — when I was an Inspector, used to say

75




to me, «the children did not have anything today.»
Even though I was so poor, I used to give them so-
mething from my pocket. Today they have five or six
stone buildings and they say; «there is no livelihood
here if the Westerners have left the country. If the weal-
th has left, hunger and confusion will prevail.»

[ say to them:; «Didn’t I help you yesterday? If
you are prosperous today, from where did you get it?
If God, the people and the country enabled you to be-
come rich, why do you refuse to  help those who are
still poor?»

What I want to emphasise here is that the econo-
my is the basic thing and so we must look after the
economy. You, the musicians, the broadcasters, the
journalists: the reporters, impress this upon your
minds. We must struggle so that we may overcome.

The foundation of socialism is the economy, so we
must develop the economy. Justice must be woven into
it. Equality is the paramount principle.

[f I am to digress. a little, some people say that to
adopt socialism means to fight religion and that so-
cialism is aetheism and what is akin to it.

In the frst place does the person who says so
know what socialism is? Do you know what he knows
about it? He knows only what the imperialists have
told himi when they wanted to mislead him.

The imperialists said that' socialism is a beast
with: long tentacles that attacks people at night and
eats them up and throws them into the sea. They said
it is aetheistic and that everyone stabs the other with
a knife etc.
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He should also learn our version of socialism. For-
get what you have been taught by the imperialists.

You should not always think about yourself. Re-
member that vou have children who have their own
destiny. How did the imperialists go to outer space? It
was made possible by sweat, hardship and struggle.

Having confidence in yourself, why don’t you take
the same road? Remember that God did not have any
prejudices against you.

The imperialist 'lackey never asks himself that
much. Instead he says that he has visited such and
such country, and that the level of prosperity was high.
He talks about the wealth, the economy, the buildings,
the nightclubs etc of that country.

What must be asked is this: The cars have been
made by people, so were the planes, the night clubs

and the many-storeyed hotels. What did you make for
yourself?

Nothing! You have made afminshaars! you have
worked to misguide your people and lead them to in-
dignity. You have worked to divide them instead of
uniting them. You have sown discord among them and
created tribal strife.

You have ruined yourselves. Why did’'n’t you work
in a different way so that you may fulfil your aims? At
first you could have built a «baraka», later a stone
building, and then you could have built a storeyed

building. Have confidence in yourself and wait until
you achieve it.

I say that Soicalism is what fights against all
these evils. It is what preserves the dignity of the hu-
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man being, guides his education, and is responsible
for his knowledge of himself. A person must be able to
read and write and know what is right from what is
wrong, otherwise he will be the one who fights against
the health and life of the people.

I believe that you know of the difficulties and the
disease that has been caused here by the drought. The-
re is nothing without its hardships.

The other morning General Kulmie told me of a
serious difficulty reported from Gull Haraire. It is a
somewhat isolated place and the people hid their di-
sease, hunger and other difficulties. They are a very
contented people. Only two hours elapsed between the
time we heard news of their dificulties and the time
that the transport loaded with the necessary relief mo-
ved out to Gull Haraire.

I relate this episode in order to point out that we
are learning how to meet hardship as men should do.
Once we have sincerity, the little we have is more va-
luable than the devil’s help that we wait for, year after
year, and which is coupled with humiliation, indignit-

ies and boastfulness.

A few days ago I said a word about the prepara-
tions made to meet the outbreak of the disease. Who
made all the preparations? How many foreigners were
there in the campaign? How much did they contribute
to it?

Nothing. It was all achieved by our own efforts.
The personnel, the medical assistants, the transport
and the funds were all ours. What is more valuable to
us is that everybody tested his own ability and knows
exactly what his ability is.
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What helps nation to develop are its artists and
fechnicians. Someone will always be around to mani-
pulate politics, whether he does it badly or well, but
doctors are not that easily found. They should undergo
a long training.

[ believe that the word artist itself has been misin-
terpreted here and has become a synonym for immoral
street people, 1 take an artis{ to be one who either
evolves ideas or acts upon them; the one who can ex-
pose the hidden aspects of the country, and the one
who can explain it to others.

The artist brings the rest of the community toge-
ther. What does this mean?

The people who respect their artists want to de-
velop their countries, they want to advance their peo-
ple, they want to explain things to their people and
they want to give their people the essential human di-
gnity.

Why do we have to hide and despise our artists?
The imperialist told us to degrade them because if we
develop our own culture we would get rid of colo-
niatism. That is the truth.

It is absolutely essential that we understand the
value of the artists in the present era of socialist Revo-
lution. In order to run our country, we must use all
available forces. To me these people have a special pla-
ce. Since God gave them talents, I must perforce give
them what is due to them.

Now I will address mysell to them. The reason
why artists command a very high social standing in
the developed world is that they value themselves very
highly. They avoid anti-national attitudes, deceit and
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bad habits. They lool after their dignity. It is only with
a beautiful voice, a gabay, a hello or 1 heis in which

only the mouth is used, that one earns the respect of the
people.

We, the Somali public, must know your value and
bold you in high esteem. We must also research our
history and bring it to light. We must enable these ta.

lented artists to take their rigrtful position in the co-
untry.

What then is the responsibility of the artists?

They must deserve that position in every way. We
want the artists to point out to us the policies and
principles which we have not tackled yet, and which
are in the interests of the Somali people, in the rurai
as well as the urban areas. We do not want them to
side with a former member of parliament who was
elected over the bodies of twenty persons and to for-
get their nationalism because of the two hundred shil-
lings with which they have chewed Kat!

We expect their ideas {o be very progressive. The-
se progressive ideas and activities are what we are ai-
ming at . A person can realise this only when his na-
tionalism is both great and mature.

[ want to cite an example here. The other day I
went to the Crash Programme fields and spent the
night there. Hello, poems, and Heis were recited for
me. I admit that I cannot express myself in the way
that the poets did. When I tried to assess them I said:
«This person is not educated. Neither is he an expe-
rienced, mature man. How could he express himself in
this way?»
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My answer was that he was both sincere and a
true nationalist. These gave him the power with which
to express himself in that way.

Your motto should be «towards a better future.»
It should not be retrogressive at all.

In the past there has been a lot of envy which was
against the interests of all our people. There was also
unlawful competition and degradation by which a
man’s worth was belittled by spreading malicious ru-
mours about him.

When we say Crash Programmes, the aim is not
the cultivation of fields or the construction of build-
ings alone. Creation of a suitable frame of mind for
development is also aimed at. The ideas of co-opera-
tion, unity and hard work are fostered in the Crash
Programmes.

Among the pillars that sustain the principles of
Socialism which we have now adopted is the absence
of envy, competitiveness, degradation and plotting. We
are completely different now. If we stay together for
life I will never offer you a ’bakshesh,’ no matter how
valuable you may be. But I would give you the reward
you deserve from the country because it is yours. I will
never give you a 'bakshesh’ because I am not going to
buy your ireedom and honour.

We have said that we are going to have a revolutio-
nary government that is Socialist, progressive and
self-reliant, a government that preserves the dignity of
the Somali people, improves their life, and raises their
standrad of education. Can we realise that with mere
talk? No, action is needed. Each of you should do his
assigned portion dutifully and sincerely.
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It is characteristic of the capitalist societies that
every person is a slave to another. Some are nobler
than others, some are more prosperous, and some more
respected. Although all these divisions are arbitrary,
yet they are enforced.

In a socialist society, however, no one owns property
all by himself. Property belongs to all the people. The
Somali Government belongs to the Somali people. If
the job you now hold in the Ministry, belonged in the
past to a Minister, a Director General, or a Head of a
Department, today it does not belong to any of them.
It belongs to all the Somalis. You must purge your
mind of the past corrupt concepts. You must tell your-
self: «I have a stake in the present set-up whereas |
had nothing in the past. What I am doing now is some-
thing for my own good.»

Action is what we mneed and it is only possible
when we couple it with sincerity and responsibility. A
person should not be a burden on another. We must
all work to reap the fruits of our labour.

The Ministry of Information and National Guida-
nce has a special significance to us, and we want it to
achieve its objectives fully. We will reward those who
deserve to be rewarded and will not tolerate those who
obstruct or impede our progress.

It is my hope, and | am confident that I am speak-
ing in the name of the people, that this Ministry will
fulfil its assigned responsibilities most effectively.
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SUCCESS OF THE
CRASH PROGRAMMES

March 26, 1971

ON behalf of the members of both the Revolutio-
nary and Government Councils present here, those ac-
companying us and myself, I would like to extend our
thanks to the staff and the management of the Crash
Programme; and to the teachers and students of Mer-
ka for the entertainment and the warm welcome.

We have come here today in order to participate
in the agricultural crash programme with you. Every
Somali should sacrifice some of his time in order to
help the nation-building efforts of the people, and de-
velop his country. Maintaining public security and re-
specting law and order also come within the work of
nation-building. Engaging in some kind of agricultu-
ral work falls within the scope of our civic responsi-
bilities.

Dignity has no meaning for anyone who is star-
ving. In order to uphold the dignity of our brothers,
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we should redouble our efforts towards greater food
production.

_ We should struggle to overcome our common ene.
mies of poverty, ignorance and disease. We have to
also guard against imperialism and its henchmen, who
are trying very hard to undermine our efforts to reach
our goals.

At this stage in the development of our country,
we need more action than words.

We should apply the principle not only of educat-
ing the masses but of learning from them in turn. We
will also benefit by the patriotic poets and by the zea-
lous verses composed by the students and teachers.

Whatever victory we achieve in any given field
marks the defeat of imperialism. The basic essentials
for any national work requiring mass participation is
popular zeal and enthusiasm of the masses before any-
thing practical can be effected. The significance of the
Crash Programme is contained in one of the poems
just recited. It crystalises the idea of mobilisation of
our efforts towards the achievement of the common
goals of the Somali people in the various fields of hu-
man endeavour.

There are many natural gifts which God can be-
stow upon human beings and fortunately He has given
our people a fair share of valuable talents. It is in-
cumbent upon us to develop these special talents by
helping the people to acquire both practical and scien-
tific knowledge.

It has given us great pleasure to enjoy the varie-
ty of displays, which have been so well prepared and
presented.
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ARMY
ANNIVERSARY

April 12, 1971

THE Somali National Army, united with the peo-
ple, celebrates today another April, 12, the anniversa-
1y of its founding. On this occasion the Somali peo-
ple, the Supreme Revolutionary Council and the Go-
vernment convey to you their warmest and most af-
fectionate greetings — and I add my own.

Eleven years have passed from the date of the
institution of the Somali National Army. They have
been eleven years of hard work, gm_ue‘ges and.o.ftien
forgotten sacrifices in the daily disciplined activities
devoted only to the task to be accomplished. Thesei
years have placed eleven milestones on the long roac
we tread which bear witness, aboye other ideals, to
that noble love for country and military honour.

In choosing the army life, you are neither seeking

in. On the
hope to get, money or other personal gain.
Icl(());trall')y, yours is a hard life of self-discipline, renun-
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ciations and sacrifice, its rewards being the sati

: e, . sfact-
ion of duty accomplished in the servicgof the Iathgr-

t?ndé Our'peop.le can today witness to the fact that
le Somali National Army has always identified itself

s a valid and ready instrume
nakisnal SOVel‘eignt; rument for the defence of the

On various occasions of national calamity —
flood, famine and epidemic — the members of the ar-
med forces have proved themselves equal to the tasks
entrusted to them, regardless of the dangers. In all
these operations, the best and the bravest of soldiers
have either lost their lives or endangered their health;
but this noble sacrifice of some members of the Na.
tional Army has saved public and private property of

great value as well as the lives of a considerable num-
ber of Somali citizens.

The Somali National Army placed its fightin
ablllt;,r in a favourable light duriggpthe border c%nﬂic%
o 1964, when it pushed back the aggression of over-
whelming enemy forces, and brought honour to the
traditional bravery of the Somali people.

In the dark years of the corrupt regimes, the Ar-
my stayed away from the mischief committed against
tl'l_e p_eople, not only because of the inbred sense of pa-
triotism and honesty of its members, but also because
in the army, men have received the mental and spiri-
tual moulding which they do not get in any other go-
vernment organisation. The army uses laws and rules
— used all over the world — which make it the grea-
lest school of the nation.

~ Since its institution, recruitment for the army of
officers and soldiers, has always taken place on a lo-
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cal or regional basis. Whenever a contingent of men
was to be recruited, Army Command has never confined
its recruitment to one district. The announcements
have always specified the proportional number of
men to be recruited from each district. Thus, when
recruits from all over flocked to the training centre,
they got their first introduction to the patriotism that
is instilled in them as a national trust.

In these young people, who did not know each
other before, but who share a common language, reli-
gion, way of life and traditions, even though they come
from many parts of the country, a strong sense of pa-
triotism was soon born. The daily lessons in patrioti-
sm have strengthened the minds and spirits of these
young folk so that they no longer think in terms of
tribal relationships but of a single allegiance to their
country. In the course of their military training, they
emulate their superiors (who were also trained in the
same way), and they develop a strong sense of justice
in everything that stems from a pride in their patrio-
tism.

This is why the army has always remained stric-
tly honest, always faithful to its commitment to def-
end the nation’s independence, sovereignty, territor-
ial integrity and dignity. When events proved beyond
any doubt that the country was being plunged into an
abyss, and that no other force could change the situa-
tion, the army accepted the responsibility of overthro-
wing the corrupt regime, together with other sections
of the armed forces and the oppressed people of the
land.

By intervening on the morning of October 2I,
1969, th army fulfilled its duty. The facts and political
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events disclosed that Somalia had lost, or was about
to lose, ifs dignity and sovereignty as well as its {er-
ritorial integrity, and not to intervene at that crucial
moment would have meant that the army had failed
in the duty it had so solemnly pledged to the nation.

The army today is the revolutionary vanguard
because all its members come from the people, who
are also the vanguard of the Revolution. These sons of
the people who have been reared in the school of high
moral values, patriotism and honesty are today disci-
plined and led according to the Socialist Revolution
of October 21, 1969, which came about precisely to
promote justice and the social, economic and political
progress of the nation.

Your role in the new socialist Somalia is that
of being the vanguard. Many officerss non-Com-
misioned officers and soldiers now perform manager-
tal, administrative and educational functions in the
various sectors of the government apparatus. You are
not only participating in the economic building of the
country; but you are also the men who are propelling
the economy itself, an economy based on the princip-
les of scientilic Socialism. I have not failed to notice
that while you are actively participating in the build-
ing of the country through all available means, mate-
rial and manpower, you have not neglected your spe-
cific duty of defence. By closely following your acti-
vity, through daily contact with your superiors, I am
aware that your training programme, organisation
and construction, is progressing towards even higher
standards.

While acknowledging your achievements over the
last year, I want to express to you through your Se-
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cretary of State for Defence and your Commander, my
ihanks for the revolutionary loyalty and the spirit of
<elf-denial you have shown. I also want to commend
(o your attention in the coming year, the following ob-
jectives:

AN intensification of your activities to consoli-
date the revolutionary achievement and the principles
of scientific socialism, which we haV(_e freely and con-
sciously chosen and solemnly proclaimed as the sys-
tem to guarantee social justice and our rational and
cconomic progress.

IMPROVEMENT of your professional knowledge
and your fighting ability.
GREATER participation by the Armed Forces in

the self-assistance programmes, and in all other sphe-
res of the nation’s political, economic and social life.

On those happy occasions, dear to all Somalis, I
convey to you and your families my best wishes .
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" PRESERVE
OUR TREES

et April 17, 1971

TODAY is Arbor Day. We have decreed that the
important task of tree-planting should have a day in
the calendar of our country. Trees constitute a vital
part of our lives and it is essential: now that we have
decided to remould our lives, by unanimous accord
that tree-planting activities should take place in all
parts of the Republic.

Since it is not our custom to plant trees but only
to cut them, I should say something about the reasons
for planting them. Every Somali should strive to im-
prove our living conditions in as many ways as possi-
ble. It is the duty of every Somali to work for the com-
mon good of his country.

Thees are useful, they have aesthetic value. God
loves what is beautiful and so do people. A green mea-
dow is very different from a barren desert. The green
meadow is beautiful.
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Trees help to sustain human life. They provide
the produce from gardens and fields. Trees provide
shade. Everyone likes to sit in their shade. Trees con.
tribute to our good health. Trees help the rainfall ip
areas where they are found in large numbers. Animals
get their food from trees. Therefore if trees become ex-
tinct throughout the earth, you can well imagine the
difficulties we will face.

Lack of trees cause deserts. Where there are no
trees soil erosion becomes a problem, the rainfall de-
creases and winds carry away the dry loose soil. These
are conditions of great hardship for man. We do not
want to see our country in which we cultivate our gar-
dens and fields and raise our animals become a desert
and thus threaten our existence as a nation.

While we do not want this to happen we still cut
trees. You will now understand why one of the first
things we did when the Revolution came was to stop
the destruction of trees, and the export of charcoal.
This meant the loss of government revenue, but of far
greater importance to us is the preservation of our for-
ests. I therefore appeal to Somalis everywhere not to
cut trees but to plant them. Where trees are destroyed
much ugliness comes and we are left with long-term
destruction in many forms.

On behalf of the Somali people I proclaim thal
trees should not be cut from now on but that every
Somali proud of his nationalism should plant trees. It
does not cost much to plant a tree. A little water, even
water used for washing, is enough to encourage the
growth of a tree. By doing this we shall add beauty to
our lives and we shall enrich our land.
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ADVANCING EDUCATION
SCHEMES

April 18, 1971

IT is imperative for the Soriali

BT LEF—anguage

The Revolution is presently embarking on a mass
education project and this task will not be feasible
without a sceipt for the Somali language.,

No political considerations should enter into the
choice of the script for the Somali language. The script
should also be chosen as soon as the text books are
prepared.

Any delay in the choice of the script will add to
the innumerable difficulties that the conutry has been
through because of the lack of a script for the Somali
language.

When choosing the script for the Somali langua-
ge, you should have the Somali interests in mind.
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Your choice sheuld not be jnfluenced in any way by
the-seripts—-of-the-languages—presently .in-use in the

Although the writing of a language is not an easy
task, everything necessary will have to be done in or-
der to make the writing of the Somali language pos-
sible.
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POLICEMEN
HONOURED

April 26, 1971

WE have gathered here today to honour you for
having sucecessfully completed nine months intensive
training at the Police Academy. I know that both your
instructors and you have worked very hard, and done
a good job. You have been put through an arduous
test, and the final assessment shows that you have
assimilated your training very well.

In order to give equal opportunity to all Soma-
lis, men of good educational standing were selected
from all the different regions.

As you are the first graduates of the Academy
since the Revolution, I have no doubt that your in-
srtuctors have instilled in your minds the spirit of the
revolutionary era and adequately explained to you the
aims and objectives of the Revolution. You have also
been taught the laws and regulations that will help
you in carrying out your duties.
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You have studied the Penal laws, with special
emphasis on crimnial investigation and police record-
keeping, so that you may uphold the laws of the land
and help to improve the efficiency of the Force as re-
cuired in this revolutionary era.

Your gradutaion day is auspicious because it co-
incides with a time when the whole nation is engaged
in the eradication of tribalism and its influences.

While you are working, you must continuously
try to better your education to improve your professio-
tial competency.

As you represent the armed forces in general and
the police force in particular, it is your duty to cons-
tantly try 1o enhance the reputation of the forces and
to do your best to add to the progress and good name
of the country.

The duties of the policeman in a revolutionary
socialist country are arduous. He is expected to keep
peace and order and safeguard -the stability of the
country and set an example of selfessness.

In these times when equality and justice are the
cuiding principles and no one is above the laws of the
land, the policeman must protect the sanctity of the
law without fear or favour.

The police have enjoyed a good reputation and
its good name depends upon all the policemen, those
who are already in the force, and those of you joining
it now.

It is your duty to enhance the competency, eifi-
ciency and the good name of the Police Force in the
service of your beloved country.
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“ THE EVILS OF
TRIBALISM

April 29, 1971

We haxté:g%%ga-wﬂ&ofiribalismv Neverthe-
iess we need to RMOW more about it. What brought it
about? Why do we fight it now? We need to know the
techniques used to promote it and the various motives.
All this is necessary so that we may be in a better posi-

tion to effectively prevent its revival no matter in what
guises it may reapear.

Tribalism has its origins in tleed-relaticaships.
Those with blood ties group themsel¥es—topetherTor
greater protection against their enemies. These groups
lived in particular places, and each group became a

\S{}@a

TAs the community grew in size and the overall po-

pulation increased, fxi ~seom~tok second place-to
nationalism, which wa§ broader and more all-embrac-
ing“Seeusily-was_one of the.principal reasons for the

upsusge=of_ tribalism,
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When the different peoples in the world achieved
: ' isappeared. The terdency-all aver
the world-in-iioderatimes-fas.been. towards bigger
groups. of mations i't“e“ﬁ‘tfbm'a'é greater-security for their
interests-against-exploitation. and. encroachements on
; s*rights by somenatiens. The ultimate ob-
jective of this trend is the creation of one world. nation.
Although this has not yet been achieved, the attain-
ment of this objective is enshrined in the United Na-
tions. Unti] that larger unity becomes a reality. the
grouping of nations with similar interests, religious
ties and cultural affinities continues. The latest exam-
ple of this is the Federal Union of the U.A.R., Libya
and Syria.

When nations come together they do so because
they recognise that they can no longer be separated
and seek to pretect their mutual interests, and to pool
their strength and to collaborate for the progress of
their respective countries. They benefit from working
together rather than to be in oppositicn to each other.

While other nations have taken measures to come
together in larger units to advance their progress, if-is

urforiunate that we in Somalia should.find ourselves
. loday-fighting tribalism._as-one.of our-major-nalional
| evils..

Tribalism still lingers in_gus<nidst.largely becau-
seour educatignal slaiittards-ate-very low. and.owsin-
derstanding of-statehood=iscthercfore Jar_from swhat it
showld be. In this respect we have been lagging behind
the rest of the world for a very long time. These are
the reasons why we fight tribalism today when other
nations are thinking in terms of world unity. They
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want to do away with individual states and replace
them with an international unity.

Of course we in Somalia are not alone in bei
saddled with this problem of tribalism. It exisl?tghgi
many parts of Africa. While the white colonial powers
formed greater groupings in their home countries to
ensure their progress, in Africa they embarked upon
a system of tribal division in the countries they ruled
so that they could keep us under their domination.

Fortunately for us Somali-paticialists —— and may
God bless them — came on ch enligh-
tearfient arid great ceurage-proclaimed-that.—Semalis
should-take-its righiful place-among the comity of free

Hals. Around these men we rallied and waged the

siruggle for_independence. They were many. Among
them Sayid odedi bl 2Ll SSall,
and the founders ol the SemaliYeuth League(S-Y.L.),

who started a nationalistic movement that was truly
for Somali unity and not in any way tribalistic.

Many people, especially the younger generation,
think of nationalism as a new-born movement. This is
not so. Sayid Mohasued-alone fought for over twenty
years, This is unparalleled in the history of any coun-
try. The S.Y.L. founders achieved a great deal in de-
veloping the national consciousness that laid the solid
foundation for the dignity and freedom of Somalia. A
man referred to another as brother, and to a woman
as sister in exactly the same way as Sayid Mohamed’s
followers were known as Jawwish and Puzwishad

There was no room for tribalisii,

However tribalism has remained to impede our
progress. People have always promoted tribalism, es-
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“pecially since independence. They have used specific

techniques which we must examine thoroughly gnd
understand clearly if our attempts to banish tribalism
from our society are to be permanently successful.

The Afminshaars” were one of the pricnipal evils.

* They fed our leaders with false information in order to

gain personal benefits. They were weak and wicked
znd did nothing for anyone but themselves. And when
our leaders fell into the trap of the-Affinshaars; triba-
lism.. was.-trivmphant. S

This was the test that separated men of principle
from those who were weak. So it was not long before
many were advancing the interests of tribal groups
over wider national interests. And the stage was soon
reached when a leader would say: «If others are doing
this for their tribesmen why the hell can’t I?» When
this happened another weak leader was helping to ob-
struct the progress of this nation.

Another example of the kind of weakness from
which we suffered became evident when a weak leader
found himself in a position of trust. and he felt that the
others around him could not be trusted. He then-brou-
ght-in_his-ewn-people into his_department-or. Minisiry
— and again _iribalism™flourished.

A further illustration of how tribalism maintained
its hold was when Afminshaars advised men in respor-
sible positions on the kind of action to be taken against
an «unjust» man. If the leader was weak enough to ac-
cept this «advice», tribalism was advanced a stage fur-
ther. Finaly many personal conflicts were aroused
without any justifiable reason by «afminshaars»
among highly placed officials.

102

T

A similar technique has been used by some who
claim that there is no one else in the SRC except «the
old man». This move was meant to make a fool of me
by inducing me to accept the «compliment». But [ have
told this story to my colleagues in the Council.

Many other rumours are spread alleging that Mr
So-and-So has been meeting Ambassadors in his of-
fice lately. These rumours mischievously add: «it is
not known what he is after». Other rumours say that
SRC members have been clashing with each other.

We are unanimously agreed that tribalism should
have no place in the affairs of the {itate — in govern-
ment, in the SRC, among Secretaries, the Army, Police
and the civil servants. Wr are the servants of our peo-
ple and our country. We must not be like the former
«leaders». We must fight against the use of these tech-
niques from now on. There must be no return to triba-
lism. There must be no favouritism or other irregula-
rities. Unless we give our people a clear-cut system
lo follow, we cannot achieve progress.

It is part of our responsibility to educate our peo-
ple. We must convince them that we are not just giv-
ing them fanciful words. Everyone must carry out his
duties and responsibilities by serving the interests
cf the country. There should be a sincere desire
among all to serve the nation and to love their coun-
try. In this way we shall keep tribalism out and march
steadily towards our goals in Socialism.
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THE UNITY OF
SOMALI WORKERS

May 1, 1971

THIS is a great day marking the unity of workers
the world over. Who are the workers?

Some people consider the workers a small sector
of the people composed of masons, painters, carpen-
ters, mechanics and the like. These are some of the pio-
neers of the working class. The Somali people as a
whole are workers. Our nomads are workers. Many of
our workers are peasants. Included in the working
class are the mass of our toiling people who sell char-
coal and engage in a great many other activities by
which they earn their living by means of regular lab-
our. Among them are tailors, barbers, and porters.
You are aware of how difficult it is for them to find
their bread and to feed their children. Among the na-
tion’s workers are the soldiers who earn a small sala-
ry on which it is difficult to survive, yet they give up
their lives in the defence of the independence and so-
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vereignty of the Somali people. All of you that I speak
{0 today are workers. I, myself, am a worker for I do
not come from a family of prosperous businessmen or
an arrogant aristocrat or a dignitary.

What I want you to remember is the role Somali
workers have played 1n the struggle for the liberation
of the human race and for Somali independence.

Without that struggle our blue flag with the five-
cornered white star and the help of God could not have
been hoisted. It was because of the Somali workers, the
soldiers, the skilled workers, the peasants, the herders
and others who sacrificed their property and used
their physical and mental energies and their guns that
we won the independence we enjoy today. The start of
the struggle came with the leadership provided by the
S.Y.L. and it was achieved by the efforts of the Somali
working people. It was therefore a great disappoint-
ment that the promises made to the people who brou-
ght the struggle to success were broken. The workers
were the martyrs who fell in the battle, were disabled,
lost their all and became poor. But all these people
were replaced by those who opposed independence and
rejected freedom by visiting the capitals of the impe-
rialists to beg. These who gained unlawfully from im-
perialism and from the struggle of the Somali people

are still disguised among you. But the Somali wor-
kers accepted neither servitude nor imperialism. They
fought relentlessly against them. They withstood all
the hideous schemes until victory came with the Octo-
ber Revolution which restored their freedom. I hail the
Somali workers, Let them be ever victorious.

The October Revolution came for the broad mas-
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ses. It was born for the poor workers, the nomads and
the peasants, and for anyone with a feeling of Somali
nationalism. We are striving to develop the economy
of the country, improving public health and raising
the country’s standard of education.

If we had guarded against the humiliation we
suffered in the past, we would not have suifered much.
Let me state that we were in debt to the tune of mil-
lions of shillings on the day the Revolution emerged
— 459 million shillings in international debts, apart
from funds that were wasted that could have been used
on development. In these circumstances we had no al-
ternative but to raise funds through international sour-
ces for our meagre budget to meet soldiers salaries, the
running of state services such as petrol and medicines,
among others. The Supreme Revolutionary Council de-
cided to be frank with the people rather than misin-
form them.

This is an era of difficulty and hardship. But
thank God we are in the position today where no gov-
ernment can say that Somalis cannot live without
their help. Even if we stand still and do not move a
single step forward we will be able to retain our in-
dependence and will at least be able to pay our army
and our other state personnel, run our hospitals and
other services of the state. I attribute this situation to
the Somali people and especially to the working class.

The response of the Somali workers to our call
was evident in such huge demonstrations that our foes
were horrified and our friends amazed. In reducing
salaries we were merely cutting down on the expendi-
ture that went on luxuries and restricting ourselves
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only to necessities. These restrictions have enabled us
to plan in accordance with our resources and by using
our own efforts and finance. We have taken our own
way to progress and prosperity without following the
paths that either developed countries or the imperia-
lists say is the only way to progress. We need not go
through all the various stages they have passed. This

is so because there is no country that resembles an-
other in all aspects.
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DAGAHTOUR IN THE
NATION’S HISTORY

May 15, 1971

I THANK you for spontaneously staging this
gathering, by which you demonstrate the unity of the
Somali people and their ability to do things.

The Somali people continuously demonstrate their
loyalty to us; their desire to control their own destiny
and achieve for themselves economic independence
without assistance from anyone. They have decided
to oppose begging and colonialism — which while
providing assistance to you — aim at degrading your
honour, religion, faith and human dignity.

In the past Somalis had been led to believe that
they could do nothing for themselves. Contrary to this,
they have now discovered that they are exuding a new
spirit of enthusiasm, which enables them to toil ar-
duously and rely on their own resources to free them-
selves from the difficulties hitherto experienced.
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The Revolution was not that of the soldier alone:
1ather it was the Somali people’s Revolution. The
spontaneous demonstrations and loud cheering mani-
fested everywhere has borne testimony to this fact.
We have but merely taken over power in the country
in your name, to return its sovereignty to you. We
today pledge that we will realise all our interests
together, no matter what obstacles may beset us. We
wish to free ourselves from the aid and leadership of
foreigners.

I now conclude my address by reiterating my
thanks for this enthusiastic gathering attended by
great numbers of beloved people. This spirit of one-
ness will enable us to free our children from colonia-
lism and opppression.

When we rely on God and obtain support from
our religion and Somali nationalism, it will be im-
possible for us to remain enslaved econcmically or
otherwise. We are quite capable of managing our own
affairs and of working the soil to sustain us.

I conclude by saying that everything has a basis.
The basis on which we can free ourselves from ensla-
vement is to prove our desire to do so by being, united.
We must fight against false pride, tribalism, humi-
liation and dissension, and especially against the
divide and rule policy which the imperialists used in
the past to bring about disunity in the country.

[ remember the time when we were struggling for
true independence, there was a song which had these
words:
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«This is a an UGAS and,
This is a slave,
Is something which we must forget.»

If we, by upholding this principle, have enabled
the country to be liberated from enslavement to achi-
eve independence, cannot we likewise enable the So-
mali child to be free from hunger, by rallying around
the same principles?

There is no slave. That he exists is a lie. There is
no Midgan. If you search through the Quran you will
find that these are mere lies and fabrications. There
is no «Add Midgan» — an outcast’s portion. There is
no Tomal. There is no Yahar. All Somalis are one and
are equal. We will no longer permit people to revive
these evils, in order to betray the Somali people.

I can see a united, self-supporting Somalia ahead
moving forward. Let us march towards it.

May God be pleased with you and enable you to
achieve victory. Let-us use our strength and minds
to unify the country. Let us liberate our country — its
cconomy, its people, its education, its defence, and
above all its absolute sovereignty.

The imperialists say that our country is barren
and is a desert. Our country is rich, and the soil will
support crops if it is watered and nurtured.

If we free ourselves from this kind of propaganda,
we will be able to extend a helping hand to those who
disbelieve, and we will find ourselves in the happy
position of no longer needing outside help any longer.
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THE FOUNDING OF
SYL IS RECALLED

May 15, 1971

THE Revolutionary Government represents the
grand principles that the SYL stood for during the
struggle for independence. The SYL stood for justice,
equality and hard work, and the Revolutionary Gov-
ernment stands for the same principles.

The armed forces has stepped into the role of
rectifying the wrongs done to the nation by the react-
icnary civilian regimes.

Now that Somalia is once more upholding the prin-
ciples for which you so valiantly fought, I urge you to
take up your patrotic duties again.

Somalia had created admirable national unity
which was nullified by tribal bickering fermented by
the reactionary regimes which had ruled Somalia
after independence.
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A CALL FOR
CONSOLIDATION

May 20, 1971

I THANK vyou for endorsing my MAY DAY speech
in which I highlighted the role which the workers

should play in a Revolutionary, self-reliant and So-
cialist Somalia.

A new Labour Code based on justice and equa-
lity is being prepared.

All jobs which can be done by Somalis should be
Somalised, and others which require special skills
should be taken over from foreigners as soon as So-
malis acquire specialised training for these jobs. It is

the intention of the Government to establish training
facilities.

It is also the intention of the SRC and the govern-
ment to ensure that the workers participate in the
formulation of policies concerning their welfare.,

I concede that insurance benefits are meagre, This
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is due to lack of sufficient funds to ensure better con-
ditions for workers.

Social justice and equality cannot be attained
unless the workers are prepared to make great efforts
and sacrifices. The benefits of Socialism lie behind
oreat mountains of hardship which we must struggle
to evercome.

Durihg this labour campaign lasting a month,
it is aimed to make the people realise that no work of
amy kindlis tb be disparaged; idleness should rather

- Be~ spurned:

Work hard to improve the conditions of the wor-
kers; try tenacquire skill and experience which will in-
crease production and better the lot of the workers.
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THE TEST 'OF
LEADERSHIP

May 28, 1971

THE aim of the leadership in Somalia is to work

for the economic development of the country through
socialism. ‘

I therefore urge you to orientate your subordina-
tes so that they can effectively cope with the philoso-
phy and the ideology of the logical thinking of the
socialist system. You must lead the people to the rea-
lisation of social justice, equality and a better stand-
ard of living. Whatever steps vou take in your oificial
capacity, must be directed toward serving the inter-
ests of the country and its people.

You should be fully conversant with the princip-

les of socialism which we will use to achieve our
goals.

I call upon you to establish a committee within
the Ministry to voice constructive criticism when ne-
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iessary. It is important that we benefit by our mista-
es.

You must create among your staff a feeling of
nationalism and eliminate all grouping tendencies
which may create divisions. No progress will be pos-
sible unless these principles are put into practice, and
the aims of the leadership to create a strong, progres-
sive society would have been thwarted.

The Government hopes to have many people with
small salaries, rather than a few people with big sa-
laries in the service. This will be unlike the previous
corrupt regimes.
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THE STRUGGLE
FOR ACHIEVEMENT

June 2, 1971

I AM satisfied with your successful visits to the
People’s Democratic Republic of Korea and the Unit-
ed Arab Republic.

As you must have seen from your visits, all co-
untries of the world are struggling for the achieve-
ment of a decent life for their people.

In Somalia today, we are also trying to build a
society based on justice and are labouring for the
welfare and interests of the masses.

Although there are differences between Somalia
and Korea, I hope that you will use whatever know-
ledge you have gained for the benefit of the Somali
people.

Our country has great economic potential, but
what is needed is for us to exploit this potential with
determination, perseverance, and patience.
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In the past, Somalia lived under an illuslon, and
the nation’s energy was dissipated by meaningless
tribal bickering, but now the power of the people has
become a reality and we have to consolidate it.

THE Revolutionary Government has adopted a
policy of decentralization so that the regional autho-
rities have the power to deal with local problems on
the spot without delay.

I call upon you to eliminate the hatred and the

tribal divisions that plagued the nation before the Re-

volution.

[ am well aware that the present administrative
machinery is not as good as it should be. I therefore
urge you to make it into a dynamic system capable
of dealing with the problems of the times.

As Governors you must be aware that socialism
is a system which gives all members of the society
equal opportunities. It is also the only system which
can guarantee speedy development within a short time.
but the capitalist world depicts socialism as a mon-
ster.

The people should be encouraged to contribute
all they can voluntarily to self-help schemes, but they
should never be forced to do so. All misunderstanding
between the authorities and the masses about self-
help must be removed.

One shortcoming of the seli-help projects was the
lack of comprehensive planning. These projects should
be carried out in accordance with the needs of the
local people
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At all times justice must prevail in every part of
the country. The guilty should face the consequences
of their actions, but the innocent should not be har-
rassed or kept in detention longer than necessary. The
administration of justice should not be hampered by
lazy judges or policemen.

You should never fear reactionaries. They must
be isolated and publicly denounced, because they hin-
der the people from obtaining a better life.
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A PROGRAMME FOR
PROSPERITY

June 5, 1971

WE have begun the long fight to fulfil the pro-
mises to the nation of justice, equality and progress.
This campaign is to make us face reality and jar us
from the daydreams of the past.

The citizens of the country should be prepared to
squeeze what they can out of their land instead of re-
lying on the riches of other lands, as they attach strin-
gs to whatever help they were prepared to give us.

People who earn their living by the sweat of their
brow occupy a much more respected position than
those who try to earn their living by Afminsharism
and begging.

I appeal to the Somali people to prefer a job that
demands the use of the brain and the muscles to
desk job.

The worker is a man who wakes up at sunrise to
earn his bread; the man who amasses wealth, or earns
his living without too much efforts is a traitor and
should be treated as such.
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PRESIDENT SIAD
OPENS YOUTH CAMP

June 18, 1971

You, the eyes of the country!
You, the flowers of Somalial
You, the knowledge and brains of the future! ,

You, the leaders of tomorrow! (
[ greet you from the depths of my heart. !

It is a great pleasure for me to have the honour
of opening this-Camp _ftoday. This camp is designed to
promote the cause of~t eéomaﬁ__ygg,_tj; — to preserve
their honour and to lead them to  the right and just
path.

The main objective is to provide the students with
a suitable place where they can enjoy good health, and
attain the principles of justice, unity, equality and
progress.

—_—
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. habit of hearing bad things. They will learn to under-

)

The seeds of the Revolution are-the youth, the sfu-
dents, the_jmtelligeqtsi the workers, the farmers, the
pastoralists, the Armed-Forces-and those who.are rea-
dy. to-sacrifice their lives for their country and.people.
All these groups_should liberate their country from
subservience.

The first and greatest liberation comes from-the

heart and-mind, from the rejection of the bad habit of

accepting Htifmiliation and the elimination of ignor-
auce_of-the-value-of one’s country and people,or in
these.ljes the-greatestseaslavement.

This camp is designed {o take the youth away
fiom thé @he «Musug Masug» and the «Almin-
shaars», so it their ears ~will be cured of the bad

stand their own value as human beings, respect each
other, and enable each individual to achieve a better

life.

First the students shouwld.dearn and then become
teachers. whemr-they go-back home. They are to guide
the people and recognise corrupt characters for what
they are worth, the reactionary who aims at retard-
ing their steps, principles, humanity and nationalism
for the sake of serving his own ends.

The camp is the first of its kind but we are going
to open similar ones to orientate the students. Alth-
cugh we have made good progress, there still remains
a lot to be done. There are many enesifes who do not
want to see this camp organised and your voluntary
attendance.

We are going to teach you here to be uni‘.[ed, to
love each other, to fear God and to avoid what is bad.
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Your enemy is the enemy of Somalia. He is the
enemy of our religion, our faith, our system and of the
progress of the Somali people. Our enemy is the per-
son who says that Somalis should not rely on them-
selves. These enemies come in different colours and
guises. Our enemy may be one who has the bad prin-
ciples of disunity imprinted on his mind. He may be
a corrupt person or a servant of the colonialists. I
hate the faithless ones most because he has sold us for
a very low price.

The worst of them all is the one whose principles
are sick. Some in turn become selfish when they have
positions of responsibility and enjoy the riches of the
land. Some enemies say «Long Live the Revolution!»
and by night try to undermine it. You know the ones
who spoil everything and then blame the Revolution
for it. The Revolution has said that all Somalis are
united, equal and that things should be apportioned
to them justly. There should be no injustice. It has
also said that every Somali should achieve a batter
life for himself, and that he should rely on himself.
Anyone who says the opposite is a liar.

How can we overcome our enemy? If we love each
other this will lead to unity. We should respect each
other. Our cultural heritage must be regarded to be
higher and more valuable than any other. It is a rich
culture.

We have to revive and attach much more value
to what we have. Only then would we make firm foun-
dations for the progress of the Somali people, because
when you value what belongs to you, you start loving
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y we
' Somalia.
! lia peo?['é’and their problems. Those who we attend to
. their needs must be the Somali people and not forei-

your country. This leads you to defend it.

The imperialists do not want to see us rely on our-
selves because they like us to be below their standards.

Who then is our enemy? He is not only the one
who carries arms, but may also be the one who fights
against our nationalism, the development of our eco-
nomy, our unity, our self-confidence and the system
that we have adopted. You should be on the alert!

We must make progress in education, health, eco-
nomy, nation-building and human value. Each one
must seek these virtues and improve on them.

I entreat you to fulfill your assigned roles letting
nothing mar your performance.

I call upon you to has-blood-relationship-and envy
: : ings-to.practise.

I request you to refrain from tellingJies. Lj

the enemy ol-eur progress, Lying and clieating are
the signs of reactionary principles. He who has self-
confidence in himself does not tell a lie.

The youth have a bright future before them. We
pledge that we will not retreat in the face of danger.
You must never fear. We are ready to face hardships

so that you may reap the fruits of our achievements.

e

o-address _the ¢
— We-Hrisifrra. onr=iinds-towards

he p'edple we visualise must be the Soma-

[ 'would like

gners. Our thinking and attitudes must be Somali.
Let us take only what is useful to us from others:
Science and technology which are most essential.
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Education must not take us away from our nation
and nationalism. It must fire us with enthusiasm.

Whep [ hear of a foreign poet, I always contrast
him with a Somali one. What value can a person have
if his nationalism is lost?

We must plan for the realisation of our aims and
objectives, and to serve our own interests. We should
learn about the poets, singers, courageous and far-
sighted men and politicians of our country.

We have decided that socialism is the only system
by which we can achieve our ends. This system is ba-
sed on justice, progress, equality, and the fostering of
nationalism among the people. You should know those
who help you as opposed to those who harm you.
There is only one Socialism and that is Scientific
Socialism.

Scientific Socialism is based on the fact that peo-
ple should be equal, should have justice at the courts
and should live by their toil. We have an important
responsibility to fight for the dignity of the people.

We have come through difficult times when we
experienced disease, drought, hardship and envy. It is
impossible that we should face worse times because
God will have mercy on us as we are a nation of pure
Moslems. Capitalism makes use of people but only the
capitalist enjoys the rewards of their labour.

Socialism proposes that we should all work, that
we own together the wealth of the country and no one
should have exclusive rights to it. The fruits of the la-
bour should be shared by all in a just manner.
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Is there a reason why we should choose Capita-
lism?

The-«Wadaad.hunka». (the—bad._religious man)
claims-that"Socialism is-againstreligion.. This is a po-
litical-system which concerns.._you. worldy affairsy it

. has-mothing to-do-with-prayer..

Others say that there will be no freedom of expres-
sion once Socialism is adopted. The system like Socia-
lism which supports humanity is surely closer to free-
dom. Some poor children from Merca looked patheti-
cally thin while they were singing for us. I wept at
their miserable sight. I have been thinking how we
can improve their condition. Do you dare to tell me
that those who ignored us and lived in great prosperi-
ty loved freedom more than I do?

No, such a person is a criminal, an exploiter and
a liar. We will not give freedom to such a person. He
will not have the chance to make our country stumble
again. No one can take the country backwards. It will
never succumb to lies. The entire population is awake
and is moving ahead. I know that I could die this very
night if God so docreed. You are the seeds and noth-
ing will be upset.

We are brothers and sha:: caually in the wealth
of the country. I prefer to be calleu [.:21e (Comrade).
I dislike to be called President. I have 1ic . rire to be
superior to you. I do not want to have more ii..:: =nu
have.

Who then loves freedom : the one who loves equa-
lity or the one who loves to be superior to all of us.
When they say there is no freedom, you should drive
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them away. They will never be reformed or cured.

LONG LIVE SOMALIA'!

LONG LIVE SOCIALISM!

LONG LIVE OUR UNITY, FAITH, RELIGION,
and ITS CONSOLIDATION !

We are bound to obtain victory so Ict us have con-
fidence in ourselves and march fo1vsard.
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JAALLE SIAD AT OAU
SUMMIT IN ADDIS ABABA

Juna 24, 1971

MR. CHAIRMAN, Your Imperial Majesty, Your
Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen:

It gives me great pleasure to speak to this august
assembly, particularly as this is the first time that I
participate in a Summit of Heads of State and Govern-
ment of our Organisation,

[ was unable to attend the 7th Summit of Heads
ol State and Government, not because I underestima-
ted its role and importance, but because I was invol-
ved in vital programmes concerning nation-building
in my country.

May I express my profound appreciation and gra-
titude to His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, to the
Government and people of Ethiopia for the warm wel-
come and generous hospitality which they have rend-
ered to us since our arrival.
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I would be failing in my duty if, on this occasion,
I do not pay tribute to President Kenneth Kaunda of
Zambia for his untiring efforts, dedication and deter-
mination to see the realisation of our unity, for which
this very Organisation was established, and which
we all cherish, as is so vividly demonstrated by our
presence here in this Hall.

It is an indisputable fact that President Kaunda
in his capacity as the current Chairman of the OAU,
has carried out his responsibilities to a degree that
qualifies him for the remarks and attributes which I
have just expressed in this regard.

Mr. Chairman, as a founding member of the OAU,
the Somali Democratic Republic has unshakeable fai-
th in our Organisation. We feel it is the only salvation
for Africa in the face of mounting pressures, from
within and without.

It is also a bastion against the evil designs of the
imperialists, who have a craving for exploiting our ri-
ches, and in doing so, of destroying our unity. This is
why my country has all along fully associated itself
with this Organisation, and supported all the actions,
decisions and declarations which have been made in
strict adherenec to the spirit of the Charter.

Mr. Chairman, our continent was colonised until
the recent wind of change swept over Africa. This wind
of change, however, has resulted in the emancipation
of only some parts of our continent.

Then came the first decade of our independence.
Looking back on the last ten years, we can say that
they were full of contradictions. Our hopes and plans
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When the people sing, the President is happy.




president Siad shares a happy moment with {wo little

girls who garlanded him during his tour of the regions.




were not realised. The colonial powers continued to
meddle in our affairs and created innumerable diffi-
culties in our way. This gave tise to a lot of confusiomn,
and it is as a result of this confusion that the Somali
people, with the assistance of the Armed Forces, sta-
ged the October 21 Revolution.

This was an African Revolution, similar to others
staged in other parts of our continent. The style might
be different, but basically all African revolutions, ini-
tiated by the great revoiutionaries of Africa, some of

whom are present in this hall, have the same objecti-
ves.

Mr. Chairman, we are now in the second decade
of our independence in the 1970s, and it might be
worthwhile to pause a moment and consider what for-
tunes this second decade of our independence holds
for us.

Africa is one of the richest continents in the
world. The OAU is the best continental erganisation.
We are enriched with human jorce, manpower. With
these immense potentialities we can achieve great
successes. The surest way to do this is through the re-
alisation of the objectives of our Organisation.

Above all, we must coordinate and unite our el-
forts to ensure the total liberation of our continent
from all forms of colonialism and racial discriminat-
ion, without being slaves to the obstacles created for us
by the tmperialists. We must have the courage and the
ability to tackle and solve these problems in our own
African way.

Mr. Chairman, our continent is the only one where

colonialism still thrives, and it is the special responsi-
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bility of the OAU to ensure the total liberation of those
parts still under foreign domination. Every African
must contribute to the war of liberation so that our

brothers would gain their legitimate rights to freedom
and equality.

As long as southern Africa is colonised, our own
fieedom will be meaningless. We could have no secu-
rity in our respective countries. I need not remind
you of the recent overt aggression waged by Portu-
gal and foreign mercenaries against a member state
of our Organisation — the Republic of Guinea. Than-
ks to the courageous Guinean people, under the leader-
ship of their great leader, Ahmed Sekou Toure, the
evil designs of the aggressors resulted in utter failure.
In this connection, special tribute goes to the OAU,
which came to the rescue of the Republic of Guinea.

The important thing is to realise that this was not
the end of the aggression against member states of
our Organisation. Only last week, Portuguese forces
planted mines in Senegal, which caused numerous
casualties and destruction. All the member states of
cur Organisation bordering the racist and minority
regimes are constantly threatened and bombed. What
is worse, the racist minority regimes continue to po-
pulate our territories still under foreign domination
with white foreigners, while uprooting the indigenous
population. The construction of the Cabora Bassa
Dam in Mozambique is only one aspect of these dange.
rous plans.

In view of this, we should do something now to
frustrate these plans, because once they are realised,
they will pose a great danger to our own security and
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independence. They will further complicate the reali-
sation of the objectives of our organisation, the main
one of which is the eradication of all forms of colo-
nialism from our continent.

Mr. Chairman, the aggression being perpetuated
by the imperialists, and their allies, against member
states of our Organisation is not confined to the sou-
thern part of the continent. A large part of the terri-
tory of a sister state, the United Arab Republic, is oc-
cupied by Israel. Such occupation is being perpetua-
ted with the assistance of the imperialists and inter-
national Zionism, which are supplying unlimited mi-
litary and economic assistance to Israel.

Israel stifled the efforts of Ambassador Gunar
Jarring to achieve a just peace in the Middle East.
The United Arab Republic has taken many initiatives
in re-establishing peace, but all these have been re-
jected by Israel, which maintains her stubborn attitu-

de to the creation of a just and lasting peace in the
Middle East.

Israel is therefore bent upon an expansionist po-
licy, which she has pursued since she was forcibly
planted in that part of the world. In view of this, Mr.
Chairman, this Organisation must condemn Israeli
aggression and give unqualified support to the effor-
ts of the United Arab Republic in regaining all its
territories. We should also reaffirm our support to the
resolution of the Security Council of the United Na-
tions, which calls for the complete withdrawal of Isr-
aeli forces from all occupied Arab territories, and
the granting of legitimate rights to the Palestinian
people.
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Mr. Chairman, the Council of Ministers has sub-
mitted to us their recommendations regarding the
question of dialogue with South Africa, which we sh-
ould be considering in our deliberations for the co-
ming days. However, it would not be out of place to
mention here the special responsibility entrusted to
this august gathering of African Heads of State and
Governments in this regard. It is my belief that all
African leaders unanimously strive for the liberation
of the parts of our continent still held by colonial po-
wers and racist minorities.

It is also my conviction that we be not divided
on the quest for achieving the legitimate rights to
fieedom, equality and human dignity for our brothers
and sisters still oppressed in their own homelands.
In marking out our strategy, we must consider the
fact that these minorities are purposely embarking on
this new campaign to drive wedges between us to ful-
fil their unholy designs.

While it is an African tradition to respect each
other’s views, we are convinced that no meaningful
approach to the racist minority regimes in South Afri-
ca will serve the principles and purposes of our Or-
ganisation. [ am confident, thereiore, that all the ef-
forts of the enemies of Africa will be doomed to fai-
lure, and once again we shall come out victorious and
more united than ever before.

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, we in the Somali
Democratic Republic are convinced that because of
the unity of purpose which we have demonstrated; be-
cause of the indivisibility of our cause and destiny,
and because of the gigantic possibilities in natural

and human resources in which Africa prides itself, we
shall be able to surmount our difficulties, defeat our
enemies, and achieve the noble aims and objectives
enshrined in our Charter. We can only achieve these
goals if we abide by our decisions and exercise our
ability to implement them.

We should not fear or falter. We should march
confidently along the path of African revolution until
final victory — the ultimate unity of Africa — which
is not a wishful dream, as the enemies of Africa may
believe, but a living reality.

Long live the OAU.

Long live human understanding and cooperation.

Long live the progressive forces of the world.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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INDEPENDENCE
ANNIVERSARY OBSERVED

July 1, 1971

To all the Somali People, wherever they may be,
I extend my heartfelt congratulations, in the name
of the SRC, the Government, and the Somali people.

As you are all aware it is now eleven years since
the Somalis have won their independence and have
sat under the shade of a flag that belonged to them
since the foreigners left.

Independence means that a person should be free
from humiliation, whether religious, political, or co-
lour, by another nation. It happens frequently that
people believe that when they attain freedom, they will
be rich. Although we did not benefit much by indepen-
dence, after we had won it, I still believe that it has at
any rate, been better than enslavement.

I say to you, the Somali people, that you should
fear God, that you should improve yourselves, live
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together in peace, and endeavour to achieve unity and
cooperation. The economy, which is the basis of every-
thing, should be developed. Hunger is the greatest
enemy that has to be fought.

I advise you all to direct your energies to the
ways in which we can develop our economy. I empha-
sise to you that the economy is in our hands, and that
our soil is fertile because wherever water is poured,
food grows, and that wherever the soil is dug, it con-
tains minerals, and our livestock are more than the
particles of the sand. There is no reason why we sho-
uld suffer hunger unless it is due to our inability, to
ill-judgement of things and to mismanagement.

What is more important above all is that peace
must prevail. It is only when there is peace that eco-
nomic development and the raising of educational
standards are possible, and war and other calamities
could be averted.

I adivse you to work hard for the maintenance
of peace and the preservation of our hardworking li-
ves, that raise the economy — the lives that are learn-
ing, that are defending their human dignity and So-
malism.

May Somalia live in uninterrupted peace and in
continuous progress till the next anniversary and
thereaiter.
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FREEDOM MEANS
HARD WORK

july 1, 1971

THE meaning of freedom seems to have b i-
sinterpreted in the past. Some people thougﬁfntrﬁgt

they would gain riches from the d :
mali flag was hoisted. o AR T, S

When you finally win your freedom — no matter
how long you may have struggled for it — you ob-
lain great honour and you have to shoulder extra re-
sponsibilities.

Let us now correctly interpret the truthful :
ing of freedom. We should alw%ys be prepared Eclée?ilez«
fend our honour, freedom, and our nation, which will
help us to realise a better life in our country.

 Only when you have discharged these responsi-
bilities properly, can you benefit by freedom. During
the past month, the labour campaign has been in pro-
gress.
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Labour is the key to unlock the door to a bounti-
ful life. Unity, initiative, hard work and great efiort
is required to achieve this on the part of all the people.

A man once said, «Freedom without bounty is
no freedom.» It is even worse when your country is
rich and you live in poverty, hunger, and enslavement.
A person cannot be truly free when he is hungry, and
therefore we need to banish hunger. If we have faith,
we will realise that it requires but a short time to
achieve these goals. Our country is rich and we must
continue to grow more food on it. Crops will flourish
when water is made available. We should make ma-
ximum use of our own resources in order to provide
the water supply to irrigate the fields. 1i we make an
effort we will reap a rich harvest of ripe fruit that is
awaiting us.

Let our policies be based on the development
of our economy so that we way be truly independent,
and take our rightful position among the community
of independent nations of the world. We will obtain
respect and prestige when we improve the health stand-
ards of the people many fight illiteracy.

Unity, equality, justice and hard work remain
fo be the key to success.
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IGNORANCE HOLDS
BACK PROGRESS

Juiy 2, 1971

IT gives me great pleasure to see the fruitful and
successful conclusion of a task that we have set our-
celves. At this ceremony here tonight, we are distri-
buting honerary certificates.to those unselfish people
who came forward to help their illiferate—brothers.
They did not seek pecuniary gains, nor praise, but
came forward voluntarily filled with an understanding
of their duties towards their brothers.

Thiss_a source-of great pleasureto-us-It-is.only
appreciated-hy_those-whe-understand.the-ugliness of

ignorance, and~how~theignorant are-subifugateti~to
colonialism.

It is customary for the imperialists to retard the
development of the economy and education of the
nations which they dominate. If the level of the eco-
nomic and educational development is high, then it
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is possible for a people to defend their nationalism as
well as their human dignity.

As you are all aware, the two colonial powers
from which we won our independence, did not want
cur education to progress beyond that of elementary
level. They also did not want us to go beyond being
exporters of hides and skins and other similar activi-
ties. Their objectives were to continue their rule over
us, deny us equality and honour, and subjugate us.

in reality we have not achieved educational in-
dependence, because over 90 per cent of our people are
still illiterate. Education provides the aspiration to
freedom as well as the endurance and courage with

which it is won. It is the eyes and mind without which
a person is nothing.

We thank all those who have participated in this
literacy—-campaign. We should earnestly entreat all
those who did not take part in the campaign to come
forward and help their less fortunate brothers. Rais-
ing the educational level of the country means the
saleguarding of its sovereignty and economic inde-
pendence.

Earlier in the ceremony children were encourag-
ing us to develop owruotherfongue, I hope that the
difficulties which we experiefice as a result of the va-
rious languages now being used in the country will
soon come to an end, and that we will have only one
language to use at school, in the office, and at home.

I would like to remind the teachers to try their
level best to describe well the aims and objectives
that have to be realised in the interests of the Somali
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people. They should be united in bringing the light
of education to the people which is life, freedom and
strength for unity. This is possible only when a per-
son ignores his personal interests and understands
the needs of other people who look to him for gui-

Your are now embarking on a training course
which will be beneficial to you and will be in the best
interests of the people. We must develop our economy
and education and be always ready to defend our
country.

We should be determined to manufacture for our-
celves what we import from abroad. Firstly we should
inspire our minds to think of original things. We _should
prevent the riches of Somalia from going outside the
country. We should provide employment opportunities
for our people who are starving in the streets. Finally
we should contribute to the rapid development of our
national economy.
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dance. sacher become the-lea-{
dersaf_the nation in matfers-refating”to_education,
disiphne-and-progress of the.people.
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AN OUTLINE OF
SOCIALISM

July 4, 1971

We thank you for your warm welcome. In my
speech I want to talk about commerce, religion, socia-
lism, the system of ideology we have adopted and the
responsibilities of the leaders to the nation. Although
it is the duty of the government to protect business, it
should also protect the people from the avarice of bu-
sinessmern.

Some people had the mistaken notion that socia-
lim meant the confiscation of all private property. This
was a cheap ploy used by the propagandists to sow
seeds of doubt in the minds of the people.

As a result some people buried their wealth. Ho-
wever the Revolution has not condiscated any proper-
ty. It is now time that those who buried their wealth
should dig it up and use it for their own benefit and
that of the nation.

149




Those who think that there is something holding
back the government from nationalising property sho.
uld entertain no such delusion. We nationalise proper-
ties for one reason: to return these properties to the
Somalis who are the rightful owners.

COMMERCE

Commerce has been floundering in this country
in an irresponsible manner in the past. There were no
principles governing commerce. Someone used to de-
cree that a man should become a rich businessman be-
cause he served the interests of political chicannery,
How was the enterprising, honest businessman to stay
in business? He had no alternative but to go bankrupt
sooner or later. Today no one will become rich by de-
cree, no one will be cheated out of what his honest in-
genuity might bring him, and no one will be deprived
of his honest efforts.

This new policy of the Revolution will free com-
merce of decreed prosperity for a few people. The ho-
nest businessman can work within the framework of
the Revolutionary principles and will be protected
Irom encroachments of foreign enterprises on local bu-
siness. We will not allow foreign commerce to smother
local business.

We will not allow the businessmen to buy cheaply
and exploit the people by selling to them at exorbitant
prices. Such wide differences between the purchase
and selling prices of commodities is totally unaccep-
table.

The basic aim of the Revolution is not to nationa-
lise the properties of the Somali citizens, but to help
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all Sumalis to reach prosperity.

We bless those who already have wealth and we
want to help those who are poor. Some people in Mo-
gadishu still harbour doubts and bought safes in which
to keep their money. They mistakenly thought that
their money would not be safe in the banks.

I ask the people of Baidoa to make good use of the
banking facilities and use your money to build light
industries, which will benefit the country and you. We
will nationalise any wealth that is used to undermine
the Revolution. At the same time we are going to sa-
feguard any wealth that is put to good use in the ser-
vice of the country and its people. We will also impri-
son anybody found to be practising corruption.

RELIGION

The reactionaries and stooges of imperialism claim
that religion and socialist principles are contradictory.
It Socialism safeguards the interests of the Somali na-
tion through national efforts, does Socialism negate
the tenets of the Islamic faith? If socialism advocates
peace, social justice and equality, does that contradict
the Islamic faith? Which religion are these miscreants
talking about? They are definitely not talking about
the Islamic faith because it advises people to follow
all these good principles.

Our Prophet Mohamed, may Peace be upon Him,
had to fight misguided elements and enemies who
wanted to destroy the foundation of the Islamic faith,
but he triumphed over these dificulties.

The religious leaders should exemplify Mohamed’s
deeds and protect the people from distorted principles
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and cheap propaganda. 1f our Flag is to have meail
ing, then we have to live in economic independence,
human dignity and deserved pride.

SOCIALISM

The essence of socialisml is unity, equality, enligh-
tenment, good health and education for all.

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LEADERS TO
THE NATION

Responsibilities come in many ways. One may be
chosen to be responsibile to the nation, while another
may take the decision himself to safeguard the interest
of the nation. We are in the latter category.

The leaders of today should discard what they
find to be harmiul to the nation and protect what is of
benefit to the natiom.

First of all we must get rid of what has been de-

{rimental to our sense of justice, human dignity and
the interest of the nation. We should also eradicate in-
justice, shameful dealings and spying on one another.
You should turn over a Inew leal and implement the
principles of the Revolution.

[ visited a camp of five thousand destitute people
whose condition was really pitiful. If you are truly pa-
triotic, you should shelter them, feed them and cloth
them today. 1f we do not share what we have with the
poor, we are guilty of the hypocritical platitudes of the
past.

We can be proud of our Revolution when we make
our thoughts, declarations and actions coincide.

—————

e ———————
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Only justice has )
. : permanence; anyth '
based is bound to fall apart sooner Ol‘yla}[Ie]rg that is not

[ advise you now in i

. is your own interest

I)trl\b)ﬁlabgé\;ralers;rgag;. yI(EuyO}[J help corruption II?)YJerrisIlo
' ng o at some time and :

will regret the injustice of it all when it I;toghI;ltgou

We have to remember th

' _ at we cannot r -
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SPORT AIDS
NATION — BUILDING

july 9, 1971

AS Somalia is a nation on the move, it must de-
yelop all fronts simultaneously. Sports is one of the
most important aspects of the progress of a nation.
Sports promotes both mental and physical health. It
also raises the morale of the people, fosters a spirit
of brotherhood, and unites them. Sports develops so-
cial contact and a spirit of cooperation. These sports
ieams before us today are a symbol of unity and co
operation. What is undertaken collectively bears fruit,
but what is done on an individual basis is bound to
fail.

We therefore congratulate the men who organised
the tournaments, those who participated, and those
who have gained victory.

As sports is always beneficial, the youth as well
as the elderly people like me, must work hard for sports
whenever we have the opportunity.
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[ would like to commend the i : i

‘ judges, refe s
nf_smen and o’ghers, for the excellerﬁ conduecl’;e?f’ t}l1[e
games. In particular I would like to mention the foot-

[ would also like to extend special co

_ _ nerat 5
ions to t_he football teams of Burgo and th% g]icl)l\lf\?ér
t(Iil‘lh_a, which struggled valiantly for victory for three
ays, although Kismayu won the day today, 1 still
imaintain that Burao has also won. '

- When we are not engaged in other nation-bui

ing activities, we must be eggaged in spor?:jc}ndbouggt
mean that we should stop all other important activi-
lies save sport, but it is one part of the nation-build-
ing activities that we should not neglect. Our youth

need sports and it is also in the best int
health of the elders like myself. SRS B
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SPEAKING TO
THE NATION

june 25 — July 6, 1971
Members of the Armed Forces and the Civil Service

WE, the employees of the State, have been respon-
sible for the government machinery of this country for
ninety per cent of the time since independence. It was
we who apportioned things to the people. Let us then
confess our responsibility for the deterioration of
things in the past. We have also suffered for the mi-
shandling of the affairs of the country and so did our
children.

Each one of us must carry out his responsibility
individually. We have all been wrong. Let us beg God
for forgiveness and start all over again with a clean
sheet. Mistakes can be corrected collectively as well as
individually. We have taken care of the individuals
who have misused government funds ete. But who are
we to charge with the collective mistakes of the past?.
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We can charge no one becaus :
same boat. e we have all been in the

~In the past, most of us have gi

mdwiduals instead of, to countr%l.ve{lf\/gurhll?/}éaltgvé?l
tied our future to individual persons and thereby have
put ourselves in a precarious situation should someth-
ing happen to that individual or individuals.

We do not want you to have a special loy
0 I alty t
us. Do not aim to please us. I ask ympl in the 1}1am¥a 0(';
l{\}}nllxtg_tlty Godt'to[ [%}ease your children and your count-
. 11 is essential that we should be loyal -
lry and to the Somali people. ) o R

~ We have entrusted the civil service with i
bility. We have shown confidence in them, gﬁﬁp{ﬂﬁr‘e
said: .<<l\hl/e: will support you if you discharge your re-
sponsibilities fully and no harm will come to you.» We
have provided them with the clear policies and objecti-
ves of the government. What else can they want?

[ am not entirely satisfied with the civil service.
[ am not happy with the administration. It is not keep-
ing pace with the Revolution. It is too slow. I am not
happy ‘with the way government secrets are handled
There is still a great deal of leakage. ‘

The principle of «making loud noises but doing
nothlqg_ for the government» is still practised. Our re-
sponsibility to the country is not in our blood. We sho-
uld be stirred with enthusiasm for our work.

The Revolution is not a static thing. It should not
have been born in the first place, if it were not to move
the country any faster. It must take the country from
stagnation to dynamism. That is why we have asked
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the civil service to go ahead with their work with sin-
cerity and courage. The Revolution must be dynamic,
effective and progressive. It should not be static. The
mind must also be practical, innovative, and dynamic.
The main task of the Revolution is to build and con-
struct. But who should do the construction? It is you
who should do the work, so what is wrong with you?

Burao, June 27, 1971

In the past it was customary for those who work
for the State, the Army, the Police and the Civil Servi-
ce to meet separately. These separate meetings were
not meant for honest competition in the service of the
country, but they were aimed at sabotaging the work
of any group which excells itself and does most for the
country so that it may not be considered better than
others. But this meeting here tonight is different. In
accordance with the principles of Socialism which we
have adopted, the employees of the State are all equal.

No one should be surprised when [ refer to us as
the employees of the State because we are all workers.
In the past when an employee of the State reached a
senior rank, he thought of himself as master of the peo-
ple. This is no longer the case. We are all equal and
we all work for the people.

All the Somali people are equal. Since they own
the country together, and were born on the land, and
want to live together, the first responsibility is that
each person should know that he can claim its owner-
ship — but not exclusively. He shares it with the
others. Therefore he cannot be better than others.

Secondly, if we want to benefit, it is imperative
that we all accept equality. If we want to achieve pro-

sperity, then each one of us must work.
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There must always be meetings where the nation
can meet to discuss things, make decisions and achieve

unity. These meetings should be a testimony to the fact
that the nation is united.

The employees of the State must meet to discuss
the important affairs of the country, and to exchange
information. The State belongs to the Somali people
and you merely administer it for them.

Before the Revolution some friendly countries us-
ed to pay our salaries — the salaries of the employees
of the State —or the expenses of our offices, hospitals,
medicine, etc., so that the business of Government may
continue. They contributed some 20 million shil-
lings in 1970 to our budget. It is not possible for us to
exercise our freedom while a foreign government con-
tinues to pay part of our own salaries, and contributes
to the actual running of the State machinery. Logical-

ly, we have to give to that contributing State some of
cur soverignty.

We asked ourselves: Should we do what is in our
own interests or should we do what is in the interests
of our children, our dignity, or our country?

We discussed the matter at length and finally
agreed on doing what was in the interests of our chil-
dren and our country. As a result we have been forced to
abolish the Idd-allowances, some other similar allo-
warnces, and reduce salaries. Today we are absolutely
free and nobody subsidises our flag. Our own resour-
ces take care of this.

There will be minor inconveniences to put up with,
put a little adjustment could take care of these.
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This was one of the difficulties that we had to face
since the inception of the Revolution. We were confi-
dent of your support for the measures we have taken
to correct the situation, since we were not putting the
money into our own pockets, but were preserving your
dignity and freedom with it. Today our country pays
for the cost of its own government and no one’is in a
position to harm its existance.

It is customary for developing countries to seek
external assistance for their economic development as
there is generally no self-supporting country. Loans
are sought and given. But what a fully-independent
country never does is to seck money for the actual run-
ning of its machinery from a foreign country. Indepen-
dence is impossible unless a country is able to run its
administrative machinery with its own funds.

Although we have a number of external loans, we
still need more internal help for the development of
roads, irrigation, canals, factories and the country as
a whole. As we do not have sufficient money for all
these things, there is nothing wrong in taking these
loans as we are going to repay them fully.

In the past those of us who were employed by the
State used to think that they were above the Somali
man on the street. We were also accustomed to take
our responsibilities and the tasks assigned to us by the
people very lightly. We tended to neglect the needs of
the people. We did not therefore discharge our duties
as competently and as efficiently as we should have.

First of all we must remember that we are the em-
ployees of the Somali people. We receive our salaries
from them. The payee governs the paid, and it is our
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people then who govern us. We must always dischar-
ge our responsibilities faithfully and honestly. We
must believe that we are working for ourselves, for our
dignity, for our people, for our country and for our
employer, the Somali people. We must change our at-
titude with regard to working.

Baidoa, July 4, 1971

TALK TO
BUSINESSMEN

June 25 — July 6, 1971

SINCE t{he Revolution I have heard stories of the
decline of commercial activities and of how commerce
has been stifled.

It is necessary that we discuss this matter in or-
der to agree on what is in the interest of all concerned.

I will outline to you the policy of the Revolutiona-
ry Government with regard to commerce.

As responsible leaders of the country, we thought
it right and proper to free commerce from the prevail-
ing atmosphere of envy which existed before the Re-
voiution. Commerce should be freed from the practice
of filling someone’s pockets with foreign exchange. It
snould not be a monopoly for certain people. All So-
mali businessmen must have the opportunity of com-
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peting freely, depending on each individual’s ability,
knowledge and intelligence.

As commerce is the backbone of the country’s eco-
nomy, it must be regulated in such a way that it
brings about prosperity.

We ask you to conduct your business honestly, le-
gally and in accordance with the laws of the land. The
old generation of businessmen knew commerce as an
honest activity, which involved buying and selling, or
importing and exporting openly and in accordance
with the law. Lately there has been a lot of «Conter-
band». This is not a commercial activity. We call it out-
right theft. Smuggling is not commerce.

Commerce has a prescribed system that is gover-
red by laws and regulations. So we ask you to pursue
your activities within this system.

In the past commercial activities and also the me-
aning of politics were degraded.

Politics is the science by which a free nation can
go about the achievement of progress in its educatio-
nal, health, and economic fields and in the defence of
its dignity and independence. You will agree that
there has been nothing resembling this in the past.

Commerce is based on the exercising of one’s
mind. A businessman should know his market well, so
that he knows at any one time what he should deal in
and what he should refrain from. The more intelligent
end shrewd one is the better he shines in business.
Commerce must not be based on cheating and liberal
bribing.

With regard to conterband, I hate smugglers and

smuggling. A man can rob the entire people of the co-
untry through smuggling. Sooner or later, he will be
caught and his wealth will evaporate. I call upon you
to forget conterband altogether as it is beneficial nei-
ther to you nor te the country.

We strongly advise you against it. We will have
no mercy on smugglers. We will make strict laws for
them. A smuggler is not a good person. He is a thief.
It is not good for a person who preserves his honour,
dignity and religion to be called by this name.

Who are the brothers of smuggling?

Bribery is a big brother of smuggling. It is true
that there are corrupt officials in government offices,
who always told people to return the following day,
Businessmen used to experience great difficulty in cle-
aring their goods, and more often than not only after
they had bribed the official.

I ask you in the name of Almighty God not to
give any more bribes. If you are ill-treated at govern-
ment offices, please inform us and we will deal with
them most effectively. If you give bribes, then you are
inflicting great damage upon your country, your prin-
ciples and aims. You are also betraying your religion.
The official who accepts bribes will suffer the conse-
quences, because he draws a salary for his work. If he
takes bribes, he becomes a criminal.

If you refrain from giving bribes for a short time,
bribes will no longer be expected from you. Conse-
quently your business will be dealt with quickly when
you go to Government offices. As a result, the whole
system would be reformed.
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In the final analysis, it is you who generally per-
petuate this evil practice. No country in which bribery
is rampant makes any progress.

There is one important economic aspect which has
bearing on the policy of the Revolutionary Govern-
ment. Your wealth is owned by Somalia and the So-
mali people. If you amass wealth, it will belong to So-
malia and the Somali people, because your own child-
ren happen to be part of the Somali people and this
country is the one in which we all live.

Therefore, we will not allow you to incur losses,
You should not open a retail shop next to another or
ape the other person in petty commercial activities. We
use foreign exchange for the trucks that are bought.
We will not allow you to support the factories of other
people. The country should also benefit from business
activity.

You must trust each other and form cooperatives.
We find that with the present system livestock arrive
at its destination in such poor condition that they do
not fetch profitable prices. This is due to the limited
ability of the individual merchants. This is a loss to
the merchant as well as to the country. So we cannof
allow the present system to continue.

We want all the merchants who export livestock
to form a cooperative and we will help them in may
ways: by the provision of veterinary services, and by
advising them on marketing etc,,

External markets are not reserved exclusively for
Somali livestock. Many nations compete with us for
them. If we are associated with low quality pooducts,
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we will have a bad name and no one will want to buy
from us any more.

[f a merchant opens a retail shop somewhere and
another man sees several people in that shop, he con-
cludes that retail shops must be very profitable. He
then opens another retail shop next to the first one.
What profits can they make? Nothing. Both of them
lose. How can progress be achieved? The Government
will not allow this state of economic disorganisation
{o continue. We want you to organise yourselves ac-
cording to your special abilities. We want you to raise
the level of commercial activities. We want you to
start these cooperatives and not wait for the authori-
ties to organise them for you.

We will not interfere with anyone who establishes
a business in this country whether he be a Somali or a
foreigner, as long as he conducts his business honestly
and in accordance with the laws of the land. Further-
more, we will even help him, as long as he does not
use his business or funds to work against the aims
znd objectives of the Somali people. This is an establi-
shed policy of the Government.

Our country is big and there is wide scope for the
activities of all Somalis. Therefore we should not suf-
fer zenophobia. We should fight our enemies and not
our friends.

BURAO, JUNE 26, 1971

We call upon the Regional Authorities to draw up
plans for future self-help projects. Up to now the trend
has been to construct schools, hospitals etc.

We should now engage in such projects that will
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help the economy and the general life of the people or
the livestock in the region. We must direct our efforts
towards projects that will raise the level of our eco-
nomy and will not entail fresh and recurring expendi-
lure by the Government, but will nevertheless yield
revenue that can be re-invested in projects beneficial
to the economic or general interests of the people.

Your projects should be based on the three-year
Economic Development Programme of the country for
1971-1973. This Programme assigns funds for every
Region’s development, and it aims at raising the
levels of the economy, health and education.

No matter how many funds or plans may be em-
barked upon, they may not realise their goals, if the
Regional Authorities, the Self-Help Committees and
the general public do not understand the long-term
objectives of the projects and do not fully cooperate in
achieving the tasks assigned to them.

I call upon you all to encourage our own culture
and local industries, not blindly, but out of our un-
derstanding of their value to us. I have asked the Go-
vernor and the DDAO of Bender Beila to establish
an industry based on raffia for the production of hats,
haskets etc.

Similarly we want every district to have its own
local industries based on its traditional handicrafts.
We must encourage and develop Somali workmanship
and products.

At Burao, I was shown a workshop which makes
hoes, spades, hinges, hammers etc. These implements
were made by the Somalis, and they hope to establish
a factory which will supply all of Somalia’s needs.
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This shows that we have the know-how but we
lack self-confidence. If we encourage and develop tra-
ditional handicrafts in every district, the aim should
be to satisfy the needs of the whole country.

We assure you that whatever can be made by the
Somali will not be imported into the country.

[t is impossible for the mind of a person who has
a preference for foreign goods to produce new inven-
tions and new methods of doing things.

GARDO, JUNE 27, 1971

It is eighteen months since the Revolution and in
this time we have told you that we do not want to con-
fiscate your money and property. We have come to
lielp the poor and to raise their living conditions by
nroviding them with employment opportunities.

Some people who did not have faith in the Revo-
lution transferred their money abroad, by taking it out
in the form of trucks, sheep etc and many other ways
which we are aware of. You should not sabctage the
economy of Somalia when the country is moving ahe-
ad. If you do so, you will be no different from the co-
lonialists and will be classed as an enemy of Somalia.

We advise you to think again. We are not going
to harm or touch your property. We thank God that
you are not taking the soil or our Somali people with
you.

The truth is that you got the money which you
sneak out of the country from these starving people
who stand before us. They will remain here and we
will make more wealth together. You have only taken
jasting shame with you.

KISIMAYU, JULY 5, 1971
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UNDERSTANDING THE
AIMS OF GOVERNMENT

July 19, 1971

I would like to take this opportunity to talk to
you regarding the policy of the Government concern-
ing Orientation Courses, so that there will be no dif-
ficulties, misunderstanding or suspicion. The people
who are in positions of leadership must have a clear
understanding of the goals aimed at by the Revolutio-
nary authorities. This is one of the objectives of the
Orientation Course. It is further planned that all Sta-
te employees should undergo an orientation period, so
that they may fully comprehend the aims, objectives
and policies of the Revolutionary Government.

The country has adopted a new system of govern-
ment, and is administered according lo well-defined
principles. These principles form the political system
by which the country is to be guided, and are designed
to serve the common interests of all the people.

171




It is imperative therefore to cultivate a unified at-
titude in all Somalis, so that the country may be led

by people who are always guided by the will of the
majority of the people.

For example, once we have chosen Socialism, then
we must all follow that path, and anyone who oppo-

ses this path should be regarded as being against the
interests of the Somali people.

If we are to serve the interests of our country and
people, then we must have unity of thought and action
We cannot achieve anything while we are disunited
and disorganised.

Another aim of the Orientation Course is to provi-
de the graduates with administrative knowledge, in
order that they may truly understand the political, eco-
romic and social situation in the country.

All those concerned should therefore acquire a
knowledge of other languages presently in use in the
country so as to maintain the efficient running of the
administrative machinery.

The country used to be an isolated one. It had no
influence whatsoever in the world at large. It was not
represented in the administration of international,
continental or regional organisations. But despite the
fact that we contribute annually to these organisat-
ions, we are under-represented.

We want to play an active role in the affairs of
Africa and the world and have representatives in the
leadership of these organisations. In order to do this
effectively, we need to have people who are capable of
undertaking this responsibility and upholding our
principles and ideologies. Since every representative
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of a country abroad projects its image and reflects its
internal situation, he must have a good basic educat-
ion, possess administrative ability and be fully con-
versant with several languages.

One of the basic aims of the course is to train you
to master the situation over which you will eventually
have control, and thereby ensure that you will qualify
for higher posts and a greater measure of responsibi-
lity. This of course will not be achieved overnight.

- We have embarked on a new road since the Revo-
lution and every new system requires its own men to
make it work. It is the intention of the Revolutionary
authorities to enable the graduates to play their part
in the efficient administration of the country. It is ne-
cessary that you mature in every respect first.

[ have strongly criticised the graduates in the
past, but my criticism was directed against their lack
of impact on the country. The graduates should have
been more active because they are supposed to be mo-
re mature than the rest of the people. A graduate must
be the first to understand the aims of the Government,
the quickest to implement the policies that lead to the
achievement of the declared aims, and he must be
ever ready to defend them, because he knows how im-
portant the policies and principles are. He should not
be preoccupied with petty personal gains.

When we were first making plans for the Revolu-
tion, we had hoped to rely on the education and expe-
rience of the graduates, who we felt were in a better
position to value freedom and nationalism, and con-
sequently run the country well.

We have been disappointed. Most of those who
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were arrested in the counter-revolutionary plots were
graduates, who preferred their own personal interests
to those of the Somali people.

I have thought a great deal about the opportuni-
ties offered them in order to serve their country and
the great loss that the country has sustained as a re-
sult of their selfish behaviour. We cannot undertand
why they behaved in this way.

There are only three possible explanations for
their behaviour. The first is that they must have been
involved in the corrupt regimes of the past, and they
could not work honestly for their country and fulfil
their roles because they were afflicted with guilt.

The second explanation is that they could not get
rid of their old habits. It is said that habit tends to be-
come second nature. «Wahaad Barataaba Waa Baas-
kaa». They could not free themselves from the influen-
ce of the imperialists.

Or else they were just unfortunate. It is said that
«He against whom God is biased, He makes him miss
the right decision». («Illahay Ninku Ka Heillanayu,
Talado Daba Mariyaa»).

As graduates you should not regard yourselves as
the cream of the nation, but you should always put the
needs of the nation uppermost in your minds. You sho-
uld play your role as leaders of our society, and be ari
example o the younger generation, who should be in-
spired to emulate your principles and activities. Dur-
ing this Revolutionary period we are very concerned
about the honesty and ability of the individual.

We should do our utmost to fight class distinct-
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ions and we should endeavour to build a soci t
on social justice and equality. We should unliieyo?l?'Sgg

forts to achieve the goals we set oursely
socialist principles we follow. o8 under the

I recall Sayid Mohamed’s address to the religious

men who sided with the colonialists in his famous
poem:

«Did you prefer the ram with the big fat tail?
The country is all yours.

So why don’t you become its government?»

(racuates must forget about their foreign back-

grounds and join to make Somalia a better place to
live in.

Alth_ough the people are poor, Somalia is a coun
try rich in resources. The great agricultural potential
of this land has hardly been touched.

The leaders have the responsibility of building a
disciplined nation, by encouraging loyalty to the gov-
ernment and the laws of the land and respect for one
another. We should discipline our minds to understand
and accept what is in our best interests.




SAVED FROM A
DIRE FATE

July 16, 1971

[ recall that we gathered you here on the day on
which the Revolution was born. We talked to you on
subjects concerning the Armed Forces, the politics and
leadership of the country and on the future of the So-
mali people in general.

[ teld you what was the best way for us to run
the country. At that time, in the name of the SRC, I
sought your opinion as to the validity of that policy
or otherwise. You approved of our policy.

I would like to go back into history a little. Words
and speeches quoted for the sake of history are like
the fat of the food. No matter how well-cooked food

may be, if it lacks fat or oil it is known as (Yaabis) or
dry.

You are aware of the fate from which we saved
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our country, although some people are of the opinion
that the country was in no danger at all. The country
was in grave danger when we rescued it.

I believe that the path we have embarked on is
the right one. . .

We are all aware of the conditions prevailing in
the country in the past. We have not come here in or-
der to do things for ourselves, or to better the lot of any
particular persorn.

What then are the reasons leading to the assump-
tion of power?

When we started our fight we knew of the grave
danger that our country and people were prone to fall
into.

We also knew that Somalia was a rich country.

We had accurate information about world deve-
lopment and we asked ourselves: «Why are the Soma-
lis being lett behind the rest of the nations of the
world? Isn’l it misjudgement that keeps them behind?».

Our conclusion was that the only way Somalia
can advance is when our leaders put the nation before
self-interest.

When a leader follows these principles he will win
fame which will be to Somalia’s glory.

Our gains and losses over the years have been
many. I will touch upon the losses later on. I believe
that the most significant gain is that today the majo-
rity of people know their value as human beings. They
have learnt the wisdom of making do with what be-
longs to them. Only a few look greedily at the one
lhousand shillings I draw as a salary. Each one is
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content with what he draws in government employ-
ment.

A person should care about his human dignity
generally and striggle for his own interests and for tho-
se of his country to advance. Without this attitude
and frame of mind, progress is impossible. It is im-
possible for you to amass wealth, or became a nation,
or achieve higher levels of education or anything that
is beneficial to mankind while you have neither faith
nor confidence.

What then were the losses that we have sustained?
There were some like the drought which we could not
fight. For the past twenty one months we have sustai-
ned losses. Many Somalis did not understand the truth
and what was in their own interests. A Somali pro-

verb says: «A coward loves victory more than you
do!» (Fulle Ka Lib Je’il).

A Somali who believes in these principles and
who fights to realise them will surely love to see his
people achieve the same goals together.

Recently 1 went to Addis Ababa to attent the OAU
Summit Conference which meets annually. Here the
interests of Africa as well as those concerning African
interests in the world context are discussed. Matters
of mutual interest are also discussed.

We have in the name of the Somali people voiced
our opinions — on matters concerning how Africa will
free itself of its remaining enemies on its territory.
lory.

179




T S Ty

Alrica’s struggle against its enemies has passed
through several stages. The first part was the attain-
ment of independence. It is common knowledge that
when Africa achieved independence, it embarked on
internal strife. No state has gained from internal stri-
fe. Many are in worse situalions than ours. The public
liave been confused and disunited as a result. Neo-co-
lonialism made its appearance.

A country which flies its own flag and claims so-
vereignty is not really independent at all. The imperi-
alists have the real power. The people merely execute
their wishes and plans. This has been the position in
Alrica until today. Therefore it was very important

that we voice our stand on this problem. We proposed

that Africa should free itself of the present conditions.

Let us shake the former celonisers from our shoul-
ders. We should not be slaves to any state that offers
us economic assistance and allow it to rule us, while
we become enemies to those who refuse us assistance.
We should not part with our honour and freedom in
exchange for assistance. We should show our gratitu-
de and appreciation in a way that does not injure our
independence or humanity.

Another topic was ways to liberate Africa. We poin-
ted out that the independent parts of Africa fought and
achieved their independence with their own resources
and help from Almighty God alone. Africa is capable
of liberating the still-colonised parts, and it must do
so. If we do not do this, we will be guilty of allowing
the re-colonisation of these areas, and we will have it
against us that we stood by and did nothing to rescue
our brothers in their time of need. We can help them
politically, militarily and financially.
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We proposed that Africa should be united in the
use of its political, military and economic power to li-
berate the territories still under colonialism.

We have proposed that Africa should not be inac-
tive but should become involved and have a say in
world problems. If Africa does not take a clear stand
on the problems and issues of the world, then it is pos-
sible that Africa may suffer the consequences of the
problems created by other people. Africa must be re-
ady to fight the unjust ones who invade others and al-
ly itself with forces that are against war; and stand for
freedom, equality, co-existence and mutual assistance.
Alrica must not accept small economic or monetary
assistance given to it in secret, but must strive for

world justice. All these proposals were adopted by the
Conference.

It was generally thought that Africa would disa-
gree and that each delegation would be influenced by
its imperialistic patrons, but they were disappointed.
The result was contrary. Africa was united and its de-
cisions were unanimous.

After the conference we toured the eight regions
of Somalia. I observed a change for the better in the
Somali people I met. They have become a unified peo-
ple, who would fight in the defence of the country, a
people who have faith in their strength and toil, but
who need clean, educated leadership to guide them to
greater achievements. The most amazing thing was
that nobody approached me for money or for anything
else. This is the main sign of the return of faith to our
people.

The other thing which I observed was the absence
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of people approaching me saying: «The Rer so-and-so
owes us a dia and no one has exacted it on our behalf
yet.» We talked to all sections of the people, but no one
voiced any criticism of the Revolution, although we
encouraged them to discuss things openly. Many chi-
ded us that we are too slow and should go at a faster
pace.

Another commendable thing that I noticed is that
the leaders who represent the Revolution in the regions
and districts are generally united and do not oppose
each other. The people have also displayed a sense of
readiness to perform their tasks both in their work and
on seli-help projects.

Another good thing is that each place has plan-
ned and worked out its future development. Another
encouraging observation was that there was a clear
re-grouping of the people: there were the poor and
hungry masses, who are the strongest supporters of
the Revolution. We saw the educated youth who were
filled with a greater spirit of Revolutionary enthusi-
asm than the residents of Mogadishu.

We also noticed that the rich were inclined to be
more reactionary and retrogressive. We observed ma-
ny reactionaries who could not look us straight in the
eye. At other times they insulted us, spread rumours
about the Revolution and tried to gain support for
themselves. They were not interested in the betterment
of the country.

We the Somiali Armed Forces have a special re-
sponsibility to provide good leadership and run the co-
untry honestly and well.

Many of us have taken oaths of loyalty to the co-
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untry. It is unfortunate if the oaths taken and pledges
made are lightly forgotten.

In the past many responsible people were criti-
cal of the faults and defects of other people. Yet they
failed to admit their responsibility for what was wrong
with the country.

We must lead the people honestly and justly. Ju-
stice is the way the people see it, not the way you see
it. If you are honest and straightforward, your views
on justice may coincide with those of the people. But
when there is conflict, justice is the way the people see
it. We should be free from envying, bribes and corrup-
tion. We should avoid oppressing the people, disunit-
ing them, retarding them, boasting of tribal numerical
strength, and creating strife among them. The govern-
ment should no longer be referred to as the govern-
ment of one tribe (rer). It must be the government of
the Somali people.

We want to run the country by just and honest
principles.
What are these principles?

These principles teach the Somali people not to
kill, cheat and envy each other. They urge them to ad-
vance, be united and equal. They encourage the Soma-
li people to develop their economy, education, health
and all other aspects of life.

The name of these principles is Socialism. It is
what we call in Somalia, «work and wealth-sharing.»
It is a system in which nobody can find faults.

Whoever believes in these principles is our Jaalle
— Comrade. Some people argue about the origins of
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the word. Some think it is an Amharic word. T remem-
ber that in my childhood I used to play a game known
as «Yawyawtun,» or «name calling.» in those days chil-
dren on the same side used to refer to themselves as
being «Jaals,,» or members of the same team.

Those who believe that Somalism and the princi-
ples of Socialism are in their own interests and those
of their children, will feel it an honour to adopt it.

We welcome the «Jaalle-ship» of those who want
progress. We must defend the safety of our opposers
as long as they do no harm. But if they do, we must
fight them fiercely. Isn’t it said in Arabic, «Alfitna
ashado minal quttle,» meaning that the creation of
strife and discord is worse than murder.

Isn’t he an infidel who sows discord among his
brothers?

Our population is small. When you travel from
Ras Chiambioni to Zeila, you will notice that hardly one
percent of the country is populated.

In the past the responsibility for running this co-
untry was in the hands of the politicians, who misled
the people. Today this responsibility has been handed
over to us. We should not follow the example of the
politicians, but we should lead the country according
to the principles of socialism. We aim to unite the peo-
ple to manage their affairs justly, to raise the econo-
my, life and honour of our people and help them rega-

in what they have lost. No more time should be was-
ted.

The Revolution is now twenty-one months old;
during which time we influenced the history of the co-
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untry. It is appropriate that we ask ourselves what
good we have done during this period.

I leave you to judge what each one of you has do-
ne for your country. Let your conscience be the judges.

We have promised that whoever serves his coun-
try well will not have to wait for promotion.

We will not run Somalia on opportunism. We are
not going to subsidise anyone’s loyalty to his country

or serve his own interests. We are not going to practi-
se corruption.

We are going build a new Somalia. Each one of
you must make his right and proper contribution. It
you are by-passed because you did not do what you
should have done, you will go back to your tribe for
help. You will become an afminshaar. Then the princi-
ples will catch up with you and we will put you in jail.

If you want to serve your country honourably, go
ahead and do it. There is no time and place in which
you cannot serve your country. Your country is in a

Revolutionary period, when it has adopted new princi
ples.

Nobody will depend on another person. Neither
hierarchy nor seniority alone will be considered in pro-
motions. Each individual will be considered on his
own merits.

As an old soldier, discipline means a graet deal to
me. I interpret discipline as the only connection or
link between members of the Armed Forces. Men who
are not disciplined are not fit to carry arms.

Lack of discipline was responsible for the prevail-
ing situation in our country before the Revolution. A
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people who want to advance and realise their aspirati-
ons need discipline. There was widespread immorality
in the country and the adminshaars were able to own
buildings, taxis and cars. These impostors were people
who claimed they could do things for us and they even
hired mercenaries. Discipline is esseuntial for the Ar-
med Forces and the general public as well.

Discipline in the army was very slack, but only
for a short time, as we had to live under the policies of
the previous rulers. I commanded the Somali Army
and saw the situation differently.

When drought is over, the pastoralists ask each
cther how they fared during the hard times. I over-
looked discipline in the Army because I was engaged
in another battle. I was however waiting for better ti-
mes to come, lest I hurt a good and honourable per-
son.

Frankly the idea of Revolution has never been out
of my mind. I knew it was bound to come as things
could not possibly have gone on in the old corrupt
way. With the prevalence of cheating, injustice, hat-
red, killing, loose morality etc, Somalia could not
kave remained a sovereign state any longer. This is
how I thought of the inevitability of revolution in So-
malia.

Officers! you are responsible for this nation. As
you are in positions of leadership throughout the coun-
try, you must administer the country justly and in ac-
cordance with the principles of Socialism.

An officer must be a clean person himself. He
must avoid favouritism, corruption, bribery, tribalism
and its attendant evils. You must also avoid and re-
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ject the practice of «Bah Oqoan». (Knowledge of rela-
tives which leads to favouritism).

It is impossible for me to know everything about
each one of you. The only way in which I can separate
the sheep from the goats is to hold competitive exami-
nations.

I was engaged in achieving a more valuable ob-
jective than the futile prenccupation of enforcing a ri-
gid discipline under unfavourable conditions. The
most important thing for me at that time was to build
an army that could help the country. I wanted to im-
prove the educational standard of the National Army.
[ wanted to recruit from 150 to 200 educated youth in-
to the National Army each year. These young gra-
duates were to pursue higher studies in technical,
scientific and academic subjects. I was able to do this
at the expense of the discipline of the Force, but I did
not contribute to its deterioration. I had also to leave
those who were ruling the country to be caught in the
shifting sand that they themselves had created.

Officers! you must work hard to implement our prin-
ciples. You are the servants of the nation. You must
clearly understand that you are neither a politician
nor a businessman. You have to remember that you
are a soldier, and that there is a hierarchy in the Ar-
my. You are subject to army discipline and to the Pe-
nal Code. One’s honour lies in knowing exactly what he
is and what his position is.

You must treat your inferiors in rank according to
the relevant laws and regulations.

We are aware that discipline was not enforced in
both the Army and the Police in the past. Everything
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was tied to the authority of the Minister or to a depu-
ty’s political manoeuvres on behalf of somebody else.

Hierarchy was established principally in order to
create a chain of authority from the top Commander
down to the newly recruited agent. Each member of
the Force must know exactly what his duties are. How
can a member expect to obtain his rights while he
ignorss his duties?

How can a high ranking officer expect to _be trea-
ted respectfully when he goes to bars and discusses
how the officers perform their duties with his old pals?
This officer should be deprived of his rank because he
rroves by his daily conduct that he does not deserve it.

He who works to further the interests of the So-
mali nation deserves a reward, but the reactionaries
will not be given a chance to fight the Somali Revo-
111110111.%” upon you to strengthen the dis_cipline_ of- our
forces. You have also to fight Afminsharism. Discipli-
ne is a prerequisite for the existence of any Force.
Slackness in discipline cannot co-exist with the de-
mands of the present Revolutionary era.

Let the commanders hear me well. I will not to-
lerate opportunism and compromises. Our conduct
should be governed by regulations. Those who cannot
cope with the disciplinary requirements of the Armed
Forces should leave the service altogether. The destiny
cf our future off-spring is in the hands of the Armed
Forces and their liberty and economic prosperity de-
pend on them. These should never be placed in the
bhands of an enemy.

The Armed Forces is today responsible for the
country. The Somali people look to them for leader-
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ship. In achieving unity, equality and justice they will
suffer hardships which are inevitable. The Somali peo-
ple will benefit by these sufferings and the nation will
achieve great progress. But what happens if the lea-
ders prove to be cheats and traitors?

Since the Revolution, two treacherous plots were
discovered, and both were hatched by the Armed For-
ces. The first plotters were Korshell. What did the co-
untry do for Korshell? Before the Revolution he was a
Commandant of the Police Force. At the time that he
plotted against the Revolution, he was Vice-President
cf the Supreme Revolutionary Council. He did not
really earn these posts, but he was promoted on the
assumption that he could become a good Somali. The
right thing for Korshell to do was to thank God for his
good fortune, and stay out of trouble.

[ will deal with Gabeire and Ainanshe separately.
We called Ainanshe at 3. a.m. and asked him to take
part in the Revolution. He asked, «Why did your frien-
ds and you hide the Revolution from me?» I answered

truthfully: «We were afraid because we didn't have
confidence in you.»

In spite of this, we appointed him a Vice-Presi
dent, a Minister and a member of the SRC. He also
had seven Ministerial Posts as well. Furthermore his
salary was Shs. 4,600/- while I only drew Shs. 1,800/
[ do not have air-conditioners or refrigerators in my
house, while he did. If God did not stop Ainanshe’s
plot, then the children would have suffered.

Salad Gabeire participated in the Revolution,
Salad preceeded Korshel when he involved himself in

l:atching plots aimed at staging a counter-revolution.
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He tried to solicit support long before the arrest of
Korshell. We warned Salad that we knew about his
secret plot which would never succeed. Those in Mo-
scow will recall what he used to tell them. We asked
nim to call off his plot. I said to myself: «If this man
wants to feel grand and important, then we will make
him grand and important.» Many iriends thought that
he would only become more dangerous. In spite of the
knowledge we had, we made him Secretary for Defen-
ce. I tried to save Salad but as he would not heed my
warnings, I left him to decide the issue between him
snd his God. ‘

We are all Revolutionaries and we should tell
ecach other the truth. We should not forget that the
Revolution disbanded a fully-constituted parliament,
that il has jailed the leaders of the country and arre-
sted many powerful thieves for robbing the people of
their money. We cannot treat the Revolution lightly,
and have it strangled so easily.

It has been agreed that anyone who opposes the
principles of Socialism, allies himsell with foreigners
against it, or promotes tribalism should be hanged.
This stand is advocated by over 90 percent of the offi-
cers of the Armed Forces, and not by me alone.

We have discharged our responsibilities well for
the past twenty-one months. We have prevailed over
our enemies.

I request you to initiate justice wherever possible.
[ ask you to apply the principles of Socialism, and
guide those who are not on the right track. Officers of
the Armed Forces should not be moral cowards, but they
should voice their thoughts, neither cheating themsel-
ves nor their country.
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A PLEDGE TO
LIBERATION

Juiy 23, 1971

WE pledge Somalia’
the Indo-Chinese peOple,S support for the struggle of

The struggle of the Indo-Chine

ced th le - s people has pro-
periali;gl.a war of attrition can be waged against im-

I am convinced that the Indo-Chines i
. 1 : - e people will
coptlnhue their struggle against imperialismpunl‘)[il t\gey
lwm the final chtory. Imperialist forces, will natural-
gﬁigut up Ees1stance to freedom movements in Indo-
o a, as elsewhere, but in the end they are bound to
One of the fundamental princi i
e of ] principles of the Somali
%[{he\(olutlon is to give support to all those fighting f?)r
eir freedom. We will support you in your just strug-

gle, as we support the Arabs in their j
against imperialism and zionism. just struggle

~ One can see from the latest antics of the i '
list forces that they are in their death-throes.
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PREPARING TEACHERS
FOR THEIR ROLE
Augusi 9, 1971

One of the purposes of the Orientation Course
here is:that of creating understanding among the peo-
|:le participating in this programme. When. people un-
derstand each other, they evaluate each other’s worth.
People:come to:learn what ties them together and what
causes ‘friction among- them. When civil servants un-
derstand each’ other better; they can work together in
an atmosphere of cooperation. Absence of this coope-
ration through lack of deeper understanding creates
an atmosphere in which little can be achieved, an ir-
reparable damage is done to the interests of the nati-
on.

In the past many of those who worked for the
oovernment found their way into the civil service. The
work of the government is a professional one. It is not
a question of just walking into an office. If you hap-
pen to walk into one this morning, what are you going
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to do? If you were not familiar with office methods
you would not know what to do.

It was found imperative to organise courses in
which people can learn their duties as civil servants,
the management of their offices and how to provide
leadership to the people. There was also the need to
enlighten them on the desired objectives that we want
to achieve.

We, the Somali people, have achieved independen-
ce because of our unity, understanding and knowledge
of the goals we were aiming at. We also mustered all
our strength and intellect for the struggle.

The purpose of this Orientation course is merely
to create understanding. It is said that «Only when the
advance parties at the wells agree, can the rest of the
people from the settlements get water.»

We should reach agreement on how to run the co-
untry, exchange views on how things are to be done
best, and place the interests of the people first.

We are a small country. We have a small econo-
my. As we have many enemies, we should always be
prepared and not be caught napping. It is said: «Spe-
ars cannot be made after hearing the sounds of war.»
It has also been said: «Peace does not harm, but al-
ways be prepared for war.» How can we expect peace?
It is not that we do not want peace.

If our policies are opposed to those of the impe-
rialists and if imperialism is going to continue its
unholy war against us until the day we throw off its
remaining shackles, it is incumbent upon us to be
always on the alert.

The final objective of the course was to have a
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better understanding of our own life. This is what the
people who go to the Crash Programme learn. Althou-
gh we would have liked to send you to the Crash Pro-
gramme, in order that you would not only be able to
teach with chalk, but also teach the people how to bet-
ler their own lives, time has not permitted us to do so.

Although you may be a clerk it is a good thing to
learn how to wrest good food from the soil. As you
are the only teachers the Somali people have got it is
necessary that you teach others about farming, althou-
gh you don’t have to work with the hoe all the time. If
you are sincere, you can teach the people about farm-
ing, leave them to continue, and you may carry on
with your own work.

Although you have not had the opportunity of go-
ing to the Crash Programme now, I hope that you un-
derstand its importance so that one day you may come
to work on it voluntarily. You already know how to
teach, you have passed through army training, and
now you should want to learn how to utilise the rich
soil as well.

The Revolutionary authorities think very highly
of education and the teachers, who are the real back-
bone of the country.

Tecahers impart knowledge to the young genera-
tion and also infiuence their minds and character. Ii
he imparts the wrong kind of knowledge to the student,
then he is our enemy; if he imparts the right kind of
knowledge, he is the greatest friend and true nationa-
list. Teachers make lasting impressions on their stu-
dents.

How would the country fare if the teacher worked
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honestly for his country and applied the principles of
socialism, nationalism, Somali unity, justice, equality
etc.?

The results would be tremendous: those minds
which slumber would awake, those which were oppres-
sed would begin to struggle; those people who were
constantly fighting and envious would think in terms
of brotherly relations. Consequently, they would pool
their minds and strength and try to achieve a better
and more dignified life.

I believe that there is nothing wrong with Socia-
lism, which is a political system by which one builds
his economy, education, nationhood, health, human di-
gnity, nationalism etc., Socialism is the only principle
by which we can attain the same standards as the ad-
vanced peoples of the world in education and health,
for example. We should no longer be ashamed of being
Somalis, but we should value our nationalism.

Socialism has discipline and definite organisati-
on. Socialism also guarantees one’s rights and elimi-
nates bad ways.

Some people say that there is no freedom of ex-
pression in the country. Some people whom (.}od'has
deprived of their faith are still crying for tribalism.
The unfortunate thing however, is that there are many
youngsters among them.

Can you tell me why an old man like me is endea-
vouring for freedom while young men of about twenty
are behaving like this?
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I will tell wou why. I have faith, a country, and a
people; and a big love and honour for Somalism is en-
graved in my heart. These people are spies, bloodsu-
ckers and traitors. They do not believe in [slam, becau-
se it is based on equality and justice. No Moslem or
true Somali would hate to see the Somali people uni-
ted, equal, able to share things justly, and working for

a better life. He who does this must be an infidel or
an alien imperialist.

Socialism is the only road that can enable us to
solve all our problems. We have been capitalists before
yet we did not have any capital ourselves. We were, in
fact, protecting other capitalists: their objectives, prin-
ciples and property. We have been under the capitalists
for a long time and we do not want what is theirs, We
will manage our affairs with a clear ideology — called
Socialism, that points out the way to unity, justice and

equality. If you all work together, you will surmount
every obstacle.

We have chosen to secure our own interests by
pooling our strength, our resources and our brains, We
have done this so that we can earn our own wealth
and not depend on the imperialists.

Contrary to what people say we have a country
that is rich in resources. Explorations we have carried
out show that our country has an abundance of wealth
in minerals under the ground. But we do not want to
talk about this until we are ready to exploit these reso-
urces for the benefit of our people.

We are blessed with many advantages. In few
cther places of the world do they have more than one
growing season in one year. We have three. Therefore
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I cannot see how we can be described as a poor coun-
try. All that is needed is hard work and water before
you produce crops. If we starve today with all these
resources and advantages around us, we have no one
to blame but ourselves. In the past the imperialists we-
re responsible for the poverty of our people, while our
country was rich.

Our enemies are those infidels who used to en-
slave us and Africa as well; and who now want to lead
is back into bondage. But still worse are those among
us who cannot change their old bad habits and who
are misled by corrupt people. We need to cure people
of the bad things that they were taught in the past.
Only when minds are cured will they be in a position
{o know what is in their best interest.

Finally, 1 want to say a word about this institu-
tion. «Bottego» is a very tough place. It is possible
that you may have encountered some difficulties in ad-
justing yourselves to its rigid requirements and disci-
pline. But I hope you will be men who can endure it,
hecause your gain will be of no mean value. Once you
learn the techniques, you are required to apply them to
the people when you leave here. Our people must be
united, well organised and must have solidarity. They
should know where they are heading. Only then could
they realise what is in their own best interests.
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A TALK TO
SELF-HELP WORKERS

August 28, 1971

[ want to talk about the reason that these men who

are not all that young had to under g .
ing at their age. go a period of train-

In the past there has been a great dea is
derstanding, distrust and grievancgs amonglc)g{* 31'35'1[1
There has also been a great deal of envying, mislead-
ing and degrading. These grievances could never be
sorted out and rectified. We had to forgive each other
and begin our lives on a clean slate.

What are the things that each one desires most
for himself?

_ These are frgeedogn, peace, a good standard of liv-
ing, and peace with his Almighty God. Nobody asks for
misery and trouble. Nobody wants to be degraded and
have his human dignity trampled on.
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What caused us to fight and quarrel with each
other in the past?

The root cause was disunity. The only way in
which we can achieve our individual desires is to have
unity. Without unity, there is no freedom. We have col-
lective ownership over the country, its agricultural pro-
duce, work etc.,

There must be justice and equality. We should
stop envying and suspecting each. The five points on
which we base our principles are unity, freedom,
equality, justice, and progress. Anyone who does any-
thing contrary to these principles and creates enmity
between the people is not with us. Who does that
mean?

We have to recognise each other by principles.

Dur principles are based on the five points which ma-
<e up Socialism. We have to do our work together
in accordance with these five points and then apport-
tion the iruits of our labour among ourselves justly.

These are the objectives for which we are striving.
You are old men and you have been in Somalia for a
long time. You have a great deal of experience. By
gathering you all together, we aim at achieving the
unity which forms the basis for all our work.

If there is unity, we can hope for better prospects
in ‘he other world because God will not betray the
words of the Holy Quran. If we envy each other, we
are sowing discord.

A person cannot live by the food he consumes al-
one. He also lives by the fact that his conscience must
be clear, by preserving his human dignity, by the know.
ledge that he is not degraded, wronged, humiliated or
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robbed. If a person cannot is digni
preserve his d in hi

own country, then even his identity as a ciltgir;é;yolfntl}lll?[

country is questionable. i

Unity is the foundation whi
ch hel i -
ﬁgeéigr?'ild aIS\I x\i_ell a:ls in the preservatiorssofy;)gu:'nw?re-
ity. Nationalism al i g
Stindord o lvice m also helps to obtain a better
Our first aim in giving i
: you this short course wa
t\o f(:s_ter \umty of f[he people by bringing together Svl‘igl?
;)\(é)ulem{ed men in one place. So let us get acquain-
ec and discover that each one should be respected and
esteemed. When you come to know each other well, the
prop.agandi:.;ts and the afminshaars will have no wz;y of
playing their devilish roles.

We, who have experienced difficulti i

, wh ulti

lf)etter position to overcome them if they Sﬁ’ojlrde élgrf
ront us again. _You know how sweet freedom is and
how difficult it is to regain once it is lost.

Freedom, prosperity and inde g
_ : pendence ar l
pr?rslsil;jlien when _[igoplf aredunited. The experienc(éd (];[:er}-/
s¢ a position to judge thi ectly if he i
oo e In A country.J ge things correctly if he is
The orientation and the guidance i
you give to the
people should be backed i
A cked by a vast store of first-hand
As Somali needs manpower, both you
: _ ; ng and old
.la)re needed in the service of the country.yPeopgle shmcl)lcri
e assigned to the job in which they have the most ex-
perience, and which they can perform best.

~ We are working for our children, our
dignity and for a better life in the filture.country’ .

As the President of the SRC, I and my colleagues
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promise before Almighty God that we will not mislead
the Somali people.. We will fight against anyone who
does - injustice and sows discord among the Somali
people.

If we achieve unity and if we orientate our people
to clearly understand the right path along which they
should go to achieve a better life, there is nothing else
that we want. And therein lies our economic develop-
ment. Once we put our trust in God and in our coun-
try, we need no help from anyone else.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS
IN THE FOREFRONT

September 4, 1971

OUR religious men have played a prominent role
in the development of our education, in fostering the
unity of the people, as well as in the struggle against
colonial enslavement, Throughout our history religious
mern have been in the forefront of the fight against fo-
reign attempts at colonising Somalia.

We remember the martyrs who lost their lives in
the freedom fight of the Somali people: men like Sayid
Mohamed Abdulla Hassan and Sheikh Hassan Barsa-
ne.

There have been many attempts to divide the So-
mali people, but with the help of education and the
Holy Quran, our religious men have taught the people
to reject everything that was not either Somali or Is-
lamic. They have also taught the people to refrain from
aping foreigners. These teachings were based on the
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tenets of Islam. The religious men impressed upon the
people that if they did something un-Somali they wo-
uld be comprising their religion, and thereby forfeit
their chances to go to paradise in the next world.

It was not only compulsory to learn the Quran but
also to get an education. These enabled the people to
follow what was good and repel what was bad. With-
out this religious background and educational training,
it would not have been possible for them to play their
leadership role as they have done.

Their contribution to education was great. Didn’t
our religious men Somalise the teaching of the Arabic
language — «Alif La Kor Dabey.» «Alif La Hos Da-
bey,» «Alif La Godey.» Didn’t our religious men teach
both the Holy Quran and the Hadith in Somali?

I need not talk at length about these brave, wise,
knowledgeable and far-sighted men. I believe that eve-
ry Somali today understands what his human dignity
requires of him. He should teach his children what his
fore-fathers have passed down to him, in order that
they may use this knowledge as a guide to their future.

This is important because a nation without histo-
ry is like one that has never existed. In the past we
were forced to learn foreign history while our history
was ignored.

After independence at a meeting it was proposed
that a street should be named after Sayid Mohamed
Abdulla Hassan. But the name of the Sayid was villified

and the street was named after a foreign coloniser.

Today all the Somali people should uphold their
personality, honour and nationalism.
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What is the role of the religious men in this Re-
volutionary, Socialist era? The religious men should
play their role well, in education, nationalism or in the
struggle for human dignity.

If there is a religious man who has gone astray
and broken faith with God and his people and is pre-
tending to live by the Holy Kitab, he must be dealt
with severely. We believe that religion is above com-
mercialization. We want religious men to fight those
degraded men who do not trust God but put their faith
in the slaughter of black rams.

We believe that the Islamic faith is indivisible.
But lately there has been strife between various fac-
tions of religious men. What is it that is causing this
strife? Sectarianism! indeed!

God is one and our prophet is Mohamed and he
who raises anything to create disunity among the peo-
ple is an infidel. We have all fought tribalism, regiona-
lism and other evils because they were against the
unity and progress of the Somali people.

We have fought and are still fighting foreign edu-
cational backgrounds which tend to engage our youth
in strife and divide their minds. Are we now to bring
in religious strife that divides the Somali people? Any-
one who causes division in the people is an enemy of
the country and we must fight him, whoever he may
be.

Religion is of no value unless it is strong. God
has given religion to us and we should be vigilant in
order to keep it pure. We can defend our religion by
keeping to the right path, by serving our country and
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by liberating our people from enslavement. If we do
this, God will reward us.

We should now do something to improve the
«DUKSIS». The Holy Quran should be taught in clean
nieat houses, with special attention to the posture of the
children,

I have asked the Mayor of the city to donate free
plots of land for the building of religious schools. Each
area should build its own «Duksi». Religious men who
teach in these schools should be well qualified and de-
dicated, and not pose as religious men solely to get
material gains.

There has been no progress in the field of educa-
tion since independence. Education was badly organi-
sed in the past with the result that the nation did not
derive any benefit from it. Our education began with
religious instruction since the advent of Islam. When
the colonialists conquered our country, they based edu-
cation on their historical backgrounds. In our desire
to get more education, we have all become lovers of

scholarships abroad.

A desire for education is not wrong, but what
sort of education is in our own interests? Is it one
which we get abroad out of the kindness of other peo-
ple; or is it one which we have to develop in our own
country? We have sent many students abroad, but so-
me have been lost and others are said to be in foreign
subversion camps.

Others have returned but they have met with dif-
ficulties here; they cannot understand the realities of
their country, its economy, its potentialities etc. A gra-

duate expects to be paid a very high salary on his re-
turn but the economy of the country cannot afford to
pay these high salaries. Thus as a result on his return
he neither benefits from his education personally nor
is he able to solve the problems of the country. We ha-
ve demldcd that education should originate here and
not be imported from other people’s countries, together
with alien ideologies and social backgrounds. We sho-
uld no longer send impressionable teenagers on scho-
larships abroad.

It is time to think in terms of localising our educa-
tion. We do not need any more scholarships. If foreign
countries are sincere in their desire to help educate the
young, they should give us the money to build the
schools, technical institutions and universities we need.

Our education must be one that is tailored to suit
our needs and be in line with the realities of the coun-
try. This is the only type of education that can help us
beat one of our deadliest enemies — ignorance.

I conclude speech by appealing to all religious
men, Local Government Councils and the people to
f;ohaborate in providing acceptable places for religius
instruction to our children.
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AN AGRICULTURAL
PROJECT COMPLETED

September g, 1971

[ wish to extend my appreciation to the Vice Pre-
sident of the SRC, Jaalle Hussein Kulmiye, his staff,
other officials, and the entire people of Afgoi, who
have welcomed us so warmly today. 1 also exiend my
appreciation to all those who have either participated
physically or have sent in their contributions to help
in the building of this canal, which we are inaugurat-
ing today. I thank you for the spirit of unity you have
displayed in successfully completing this project. You
have proved that you have the ability to do things for
yourselves without help from outside.

The canal was constructed to help the people of
this area to grow food on the vast rich land that we
have, but on which people were dying from starvation
because of the lack of water. This canal will provide
the water necessary to irrigate the fields, and thereby
enable the people to obtain more food. They will then
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be in a position to maintain their human dignity more
¢ffectively. The Somali livestock breeders have also
benefited because they had experienced difficulties
over their water supply, which has now been brought
much closer w their pasture lands.

Lanta Burta was a place where the So.nali peo-
ple were divided during the colonial administration.
This canal will bring a better life to the people, as
they no longer have anything to fight over.

If we trust our God, have confidence in ourselves
and our country; and also in the ability of mankind,
then we need no longer beg from anyone. It will be
possible for us to achieve great things by pooling our
resources. o s

This is but the beginning of the great work that
remains to be undertaken. The only way to end the
roverly of our people is to follow the road of unity,
freedom, equality, justice and progress.

If we follow the socialist principles, then by uni-
ting ourselves we will be free from economic difficul-
ties, ignorance and disunity. We should build our lives
on the socialist system which holds that the dignity
of man should be above everything else; and that
man’s standard of education should be raised, the
economy should be developed, and enemies such as
discase should be eradicated.
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A NEW ACCENT
ON HEALTH

September 11, 1971

IN this socialist Revolutionary era the aim i
;adically change the old systems azld ways — irltl:?u:gl'Cf
ing our way of thinking. I want to listen to what you
have to say as well. As you have worked in the various
regions of the country, you must know many things
of which we are not aware. Although you have been
engaged in the profession in which you have speciali-
sed, you must also have been aware of how the affairs
of the country have been progressing. You are there-
fore able to judge clearly and discern whether a par-
ticular thing is in line with the principles that we have
a_dopted. You can competently talk about the difficul-
ties and the problems of the people in those parts of the
country. If there are things which are wrong, we will
try to rectify them. However, we should say what we
think on the general objectives of the country whether
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cial. The object of attaining unity is to enable us to
achieve freedom. Without unity freedom is impossible.

A person should know his rights and his duties to
other people. A person must have honour and prestige
to make this unity and freedom complete. This is- pos-
sible only when there is equality.

There must also be justice. The country should al-
<0 be administered justly. If one works for the country
sincerely and achieves bigger objectives, then he must
be rewarded accordingly. Those who work less should
be paid no more than they deserve.

At the courts of law there must be justice. A per-
son must have confidence in the administration of ju-
lice. He must never suffer injustice at the courts th-
rough bribery, bargaining, nepotism or anything else.
1i a person commits an offence, he should know that
the law would punish him.

The final arbiter must be the law of the land. Tho-
se who administer justice must not be carried away by
other considerations.

We must all come to the aid of the people who are
dying of starvation and disease. We can do so by poo-
ling our strength, resources and brains. Although the
country is rich, the people still remain poor, and the
responsibility for this state of affairs is ours.

There must be progress in the economy, health
and education of the people and an improvement in
. our personality and conscience. We must first honour
curselves, and then ask our brothers to honour us.
Only then will the Somali people be able to defend
their national honour and prestige.
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On what should this be based? This i i

based on the principles of Socialism V\lf?)l'li §g1§%221?§
-- sharing. Socialism enables us to achieve all these
things. The main pillar of Socialism is equality and
that is our basic objective. If you work sincerely in a
revolutionary spirit, you will not despise those who
are sick. The Somali peoples’ greatest need is in the
field of health. The best investment in the world is the
one that is invested in man. It is futile to work on the
other objectives if there are no people. I believe that
health is the most important single aspect to tend in
the social welfare of the masses.

In many of the regions there were no doctors two
years ago. Tonight we are planning to send many doc-
tors to all the districts by next year. We are now fully
aware of our responsibilities to our people. The Soma-
li pepple have great expectations from you — your
services are very badly needed. We are placing on
your shoulders a grave responsibility. Disease is one
of our deadliest enemies, and we are entrusting the
task of fighting it to you.

[ pray that Almighty God will enable you to do
vour work successfully. The people should feel that
there has been a change for the better. We believe that
when we provide doctors in every region and district,
we will be serving the real interests of our people by
reducing the incidence of disease, which in turn may
cause the people to multiply.

The Revolution is moving ahead.
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SOMALIA’S SHOP-WINDOW
TO THE WORLD

September 28, 1971

I would like first of all to thank all those peopl
who have been connected with the organisation of thi
Fair, which is a great improvement on previous Fairs

[ also extend my thanks to our guests who, eithe
as representatives of their governments or as privat
exhibitors, have honoured us by their participation &
the fair.

The Fair is designed to show other nations of lH
world with whom we have economic relations whe
cur country can offer, and at the same time enable
them to show us the wares of their countries.

The main aim and objective behind trade fair
generally is to increase commercial and economfi
Lnks between the organising country and all othe
exhibitors and visitors. J
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The 1971 Fair has special significance because
much of what was on display represented the fruits of
Revolutionary endeavours to instil the spirit of self-
reliance in its people. The exhibits, greater in volume
and of a far higher quality than before, reflect the suc-
cess of these efforts.

But all this would achieve little, if the Fair, in
putting these products on public view did not stimu-
iate the public to buy, and encourage an exchange of
goods within and without the country.

Somalia would not allow itself to become an exciu-
sive market for outsiders to exploit entirely to their
gain.

It is imperative for businessmen — nationals as
well as foreigners, to do their utmost to sell Somalia’s
products to the countries from which they import
goods. The day of the businessman who concentrated
his whole effort solely on the import of consumer
goods is over.

Because the first year of the Revolution brought
a period of change to the country’s affairs, there was
perhaps some justification for suspicion among them.

Bui since that time the Revolution has made it
clear that «clean business» had nothing to fear.

In fact, we have made several appeals to business-
men to invest their money in this country.
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