IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Notes of a Participant in the VI. Party Con-
gress of the R.C.P.

By 0. Piatnitzky.

The preparationy for the Party Congress, and the Party
Congress itself, were held in the midst of a savage slander
drlve against the Bolsheviki, who were charged with being
spies of Kaiser Wilhelm, and at a time when the dual power
was being teplaced by <bourg‘e01_s—1mper1ahst reaction, I had
been delegated to the Party Congress by the Moscow Party
organisation. A 4remendous difference existed beiween the
proletariat and the garrison of Petersburg and the proletariat
and garrison of Moscow. In Petersburg it was difficult for
our Party to restrain the masses of the workers, soldiers, and
sailors from street demonstrations in April, June, and July.
The . Petersburg organisations of our Party took the lead of
the demonstrations when these took place against the W111
of the Party authorities (the July days).

.In Moscow, on the other *hand, there were no demonstra-
tions whatever. On- 18th ‘June there were demonstrations for
the first time in response to the offensive on the front, and
on 4th July the demonstration called by the Moscow  Party
Committee ‘was not attended by even all the members of the
Party, to say nothing of the broad masses of the workers and
soldiers. And the demonstratlons commenced after a delay of
two hours,

‘This ‘difference wbetween Moscow and Petersburg in this
respect is explained by the fact that the Moscow proletariat
wags more backward. than that of Petersburg (being more
closely bound up with the rural districts), Besides this, Mos-
cow is a large railway junction; a large number of rallway- -
men lived there, and among these. there were many petty-
bourgeois elements who had contrived to escape military
service. The garrison consisted mamly of d1V1s1ons of tmops
which had just been: formied. .
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The July days took the effect in Moscow of not only turn-
ing broad masses of the workers and soldiers from our Bolshe-
vist organisations, but of losing members for our Moscow
organisation itself in every quarter of the town, though not,
- however, for very long, This trend of feehng among ‘che
masses of the workers and soldiers, and in the orgamqatlon
itself, exercised pressure -on the wavering elements in the
Committees of the Moscow. organisations—and on some of the
members of the Moscow Committee. At the meeting ‘of the
Moscow Party Committee on 6th amd 7th August they whisper:
“Evidently somebody has
. something on his conscience”, “The Moscow Party Committee

- must demand the immediate convention of a Party Congress”,

“The Moscow Party Committee must take the initiative”, “The
Moscow Party -Committee must appoint - a commission - to
examine into the charges brought agamst 1nd1v1dua1 Bolshe=
viki”, ete.

Happily such panic-stricken and cowardly proposals and
speeches were mierely isolated phenomena. They were swept
annihilatingly aside by the overwhelming majority: of- the
members of the Moscow Party Committee. Besides this, the
writer of these lines, who was the chairman at - the session
of the Moscow Party Committee dealing with this question,

refused to allow a division to be taken on these motions of the

capitulators, in which decision he was supported by the ap-
proval of the overwhelmmg ma]()mty of the Mes»cOW Party
Committee.

In Petersburg, on the other’ hand, the events of the July
days did' not cause any such negative reactlon among the masses
of the workers and soldiers. The authority of our Party in-
ereased even further among the broad masses, for these saw
that our Party, though opposed to the action; none the less
placed itself at the head of the masses when these insisted on

coming out into the streets. And in Petersburg there was not

¢ven the brief flight from the Party as in Moscow.

Besides this, there was no such reaction, nor were our
Party organlsatlons exposed to such persecutlon, as in
_Petersburg. During the demonstrations on 4th July, the bour-
geoisie, the petty bourgeoisie, the officers’ bands, the
Menshewkl and the Socialist Revolutionaries (SR) en-
couraged: by the: fact that the Soviets were opposed to the
demonstrations, cut the demonstrators off from the districts
in-the centre of the town. They confiscated theflags, ‘the
banners with ihscriptions, and even beat up some ‘of the de-
monstrators. After the July events a number- of Bolshevist
speakers were attacked in the streets. A police search was
carried out im the Party committee preinises in the c1ty

Reaction.in Moscow contented itself with this. There were no

arrests made, and the newspaper “Social Democracy” appeared |

regularly. The Moscow Party Committee and the Sub-District
Committees held their meetings unhindered, with the excep-
tion of the meetings for the troops, in Whlch difficulties were
thrown in the way. of us Bolsheviki at that. time too, There

~ was no depression: among the Party members who had re-

mained faithful. They worked withl the intensest energy. Thig
was the atmosphere in Moscow during the preparations for the
V1. Party Congress.

At the Moscow Party Conference the most .important

 items of the agenda of the Party Congress were discussed,

and 15 delegates elected to the Party Congress. The Moseow

- delegatlon travelled to the Party Congress in the same car-

riage as the delegation of the Moscow Central Industrial
District.' On the road it was agreed that.the delegations of
the Moscow district and of Moscow itself should co-ordinate
thelr action at the Conference, and this was carried out, Dur-
ing the Party Congress these two delegations held several
joint consultations. At first the Party Congress met on the
Wiyborg side, in a wvery light and roomy hall. But after the
Party Congress had show its unanimous solidarity with Lenin,
and had confuted all the vile accusations of the bourgeoisie,
the Mensheviki, and the Socialist Revolutionaries, it became
known' that the Provisional Government was planmng a raid
on the Party Congress. Therefore-the election’ of the Central
Committee was undertaken in the middle .of the Party Con-
gress, instead of at the end as customary at all Congresses,
and the Party Congress was reduced to a fifth, or’even to a
tenth, of the original number of delegates

The district delegatmns elected comrades -out of thelr
midst to carry on the Party Congress on.its reduced scale.

The Party . Congmss then conhnued its work in the extremely :
limited club rooms of a mixed organisation belonging to two
distriets, in the quarter of the town outside of the Narva city
gate, ‘not far from the. Putilov Works. The reduced Party
Congress only held a few meetings, None of the delegates of
the Party Congress who had not.been elected to the reduced
Congress left Petersburg, They took further part in the See-
tion and Commission meetings. Hence the whole of the dele-
gates to the Congress continued the work of the Congress in
the cramped premises at their disposal.

.A:.special feature of the VI Party Congress was. Lenin’s.
absence. The Bolshevist Party, the :old Bolshevist Guard of
whom. many were present. at this Party Congress, were ac-
eustomed to see the tactics laid down by Lenin in all diffieult
moments. The moment at which the VI..Party Congress me{
was a .decisive and highly responsible. turning point. The .
cmmtry was passing from the dual power; from the actual
power of the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets, to
the dictatorship of.the imperialist bourgeoisie backed up by
the milifary camarilla. The moment was extremely respon-
sible, and Lenin, the Party leader recognised by all, was sadly
mizssed, - We knew of course that the C/C. was in contact with
him, that the C.C. had his collaboration in drawing up the
main outlines of the most important resolutions, but none the
less every one of us felt a double responsibility at this Party
Congress in view of Lenin’s absence.

'The Party Congress passed ofif with great uﬂanlmlty,
although differences of opinion on important questions were
apparent in the discussions.

It should be emphasised that all the delegates took an
active part in the work of the Party Congress, especially in
that-of the commissions, The agenda of the Party Congress
contained such important items as the estimate of the: situa-
tion, of the war and the international situation, the political
and economic situation, the changesy in the Party program,
the International, the trade umons

The central figure of the Party Comgress Awas Comrade
Stalin. Of the nine C.C. members elected at the All Russian
Conference of the Party in April, six were present, Of these
six, Comrades "Stalin and Sverdlov were ‘engaged: in ‘ the
preparations for and the conducting of the Party Congress.
Sverdlov™ dealt ‘chiefly with important organisational ques-
tions, whilst Comrade Stalin determined the political line of
the Party At the VI. Party Congress Comrade Stalin gave
two reports: the report of the C.C. on its political activities,
and the report on the political situation, The leading feature_
of the whole Party -Congress was Stalms report on - the
political situation, which aroused most dmsoussu-on

The re‘pvort was brief, but extremely graphic. Differences
of opinion .arose on the role of the Soviets angd with regard
to the-slogan: “All - power to the Soviets”. Comrade Stalin
proposed that this slogan be cancelled, for: o

“Now nobody, not a single bourgeois, speaks of a dual
power. Whilst at one time the Soviets represented an-actual.
power, to-day they are merely the organs of the coalition of
the masses, but have no real power. Hence it is nonsense

“to give them the power . . T Even if" you n0~W Win' oveér theé
* whole of the Soviets, ‘that Wlll not g}:ve yo?u the power.’

. The -comrades rush at thequestion-of the organi-
satlon of power. But you have no power.” (Stalin, Conclud-
ing words on the mpolitical situation;: Minutés of the VI
Party Congress. Publ., “Communist”, 1919, page 126.)

“... Hence the question on the agenda is mnot the
organlsa’cwn of " power, but the overthrow ' of’ the ruhng
power. When we have once the power in our hands, We shall
-know how to organise it.” (Ibid., -page 127.) . ‘

‘During the diséussion there was a hail of questlons such

What about the new -elections’ to the Soviéts, and what

about the Soviets in which we have the. ma:]onty? Comrade
Stalin replied to all ‘these questions: : e
‘ “To return once more to the Soviets: o annulhng t'hei
- former slogan we are.not turnmg against ‘the Soviets. Quite
“the contrary; wé can and must work in the Soviets, even



SR the Central ExecutWe Commlttee “this - organ g1v1ng
"_co'vex Vto eoun‘uer revolution, " Although’ Flgoadl:ay the Sovxets are
_.only mg&ns for the coalition of the masses, we must con-
‘tinue to goswith the masses, and shall mot leave the Soviets
: i we ‘are thrown' ottt "of them. In ‘the same manner we
'_',“remam in thQ factory oouncﬂs ‘and: mumclpal admlmstra‘
) ‘rmns for mstance, althowgh these do not possess ‘the power.”
(Stalin. Ibid.) .

‘Events have donfirmed the correctness of the decision of
fhe ‘Party Coiigress and the forecast of Lenin and Stalin. By
September ‘the Belshevﬂu had thé majority in the Petersburg
and” Moscow Soviets; and yet ‘the power remained in-the hands
of the ‘bourgeoisie! It ‘was only by miéans ‘of ‘the armed insur-
feetion Yot | the workers and soldiers of Petersburg, Moscow,
and other cities that Wweé succeeded, utider the leadership of the
Party and with the ‘did of the Sowets in‘seizing power from
the Abourgemme aﬁd 1eahsmg the dxctatorshlp of the prole—

- Anothex: prophecy ‘made by Comrade .Stalm at the VI.
Party Congress was fulfilled. The 9th point of the draft of the
resolution on the. political sﬂ;uatmn was as follows:

" “The task of the revolutlonary class Wll‘ then be the
exertion of all forces for the conquest of state power, and
‘fthe appheatmn of this power, ‘in alhance with ‘the revolu-
tionary proIetarlat of the advanced countrles for peace and
N tor the socialist re- organlsatmn of \Soclety
Cpmrade PneobmShensky proposed another form.ulatlon
“For. peace:-and; after.the outhreak of proletarian revolution in
the: West, for socialism”. Comrade Stalin rejected. this amend-
ment; ‘on the following grounds, whleh were completely eon-
firmed by suhsequent events: !
“I am opposed to closmg the resolqtlon with such a
formulatron It is not 1mposs1ble that preeisely Russia will
‘ ”the country which' will. clear path te socialism.”
mutes of the VI Par‘uy Congress, page 214)

" The declsmns “of the Party Congress Were perfectly cor-
rect, although Lénin was noﬁ able to attend, it. They furtheéred
the efforts of our Party to win over the masses of the workers,
8, and dsants i ‘the stxuggle against the bourgeoisie,
ag,nst "the’ Ingenshlwkl, and against the Soeialist Revolu-
tionaries,” and to Gefiquer power.. Whilst before the Party
Congress t’here .were- still broad masseg of the workers: who
were not in favour of our Patty, the energetic and defermin-
ed . work of every. section of the Moscow organisation of our
Party enabled such successes 'to be gained that as early as
Atugust the Moscow Mga.'nisvation was able, during - the - Moscow
State Conference, to.organise.a general strike against the
decision . of the Plenary Session of this council, and besides
this, during’ the Kornilov days, the Moscow ‘Wworkers and
soldiers already followed  the ‘Bolsheviki, -thus aldmg our
Party to-the vlctory durmg the October rismg e




