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II.

In conciuding my last article I argued that
oui task as Bocialists was mot to endeavour to
end the War, but to prepare for Revolution.
Now. as the Revolition will not come as the
iesuli of our agitatign, or even of our organisa-
tiGn, but use of certain circumstarnces that
make it impoesible for the present political
and soonomic system to satisfly the requirements
of soclety, it is of the utmost importance that
we should thoroughly understand the conditions
within Gur own country. If the conditions are
ripe for revolution, then they will very soon
precipitats matters, however much the executive
and sub-commitiees of the propertied classes
may endeavour to postpone the historic
aecessity. If ihey are not ripe ; then we may as
weil di ourselves to study still more ocare-
fuliy the laws that govern their maturity, and
the correct methods of gathering in the crop
when it actually comes to fruition. It will be
more tedious than to amuse ourselves with
projects of action ; but it will be incaloulably
more profitable. Whatever may bte the pros-
pects of Revolution, the anticipation of which
is &5 pleasant to ns as it is detestable to our
opponents, we can o estimate these by
examining into the political and woonomic
development of Britain and those other countries
with which its fortunes are intimately connected.

It is wearisome in the extreme to hear people
for ever lamenting the dull, unresponsive
character of the British working ciase ; and it
must be appaliing to have such people’s hopeless
outlook upon the future, & hether ultimate or
immediate. At meetings up and down the
oountry the emthusiast who denounioces fthe
strikes for their sordid purpose and for the
petty nature of the grievances that provoke
them, is » phenomenon productive of violent
aggrevation of this writer's human instinots.
Sometimes, when an idealist, whoee fervour for
pacifism has been vastly stimulated by the
oparstion of the Military Bervice .Acts, ieeis
called upon to testify to the selfishiess of the
craftaman stimula to strike by reason of
dilution, & Quaker ;?bnngmg does not prevent
me seeing, it not red, at any rate pink.

The Socialist movement in this cogntry would
not suffer by being very frank with about
its paternity. It is not the result of & great
idext' “grge,” to use an Americaniam. It
has been the product of material deveiopment
and very oclosely parallels in its growth the
moyement in the United States. Of ocourse,
these similarities cannot be pressed too far,
becanse of the differences in political and
eoonomic evolution across the ocean ; but they
are near eénough to be instructive. ;

This sountry has the good, or ill, fortune to
have been the oclassic land of Capitaliam, the
home of the classic form of Capitalism. Here

industrial and commercial development took
place, on a great scale, at an earlier time than
elsewhere, because of our insular immunity from
the ravages and unsettlement of war, as well as
from our i ition. There

up a very considerable middle class, smal
masters—according to present standards—shop-
keepers, merchants. Britain became pre-
eminently the land of commodity mi)mduction,
of competitive manufacture and trading.
Landed oconditions rooted in feudalism pro-
moted this, and the small proprietor, like the
would-be gentleman he was, went into the
respectable business of trade, i.e., handling the
products of someone else'’s toil,

The political settlement of the * Glorious
Revolution ” of 1689 was followed by a gigantio
appropriation of common lands and the per-
sistent encouragement by the State of capitalist
agriculture. m caused the yeoman to turn
to trade and manufacture and the cottar and
small cultivator to flock to industiy as a * free ”
worker. But these * free” workers, as well
as those whose labour they diluted, acquired, or

retained, a certain craftsmanship, whilst the °

machinery and requisites of their toil called into
being new trades and fresh aptitudes. These
industrial workers were in fair f’ close relations
of intercourse with their employers and were
ly touched with Methodism and Baptism
i land and Wales. They became of the
:lne mind as their employers, individualistic
and always striving to elevate themselves to a
higher class. The craftsman and the working
tradesman of classic “:z:pitalist produ?ion
belonged spiritually to middle-class.
elowlllyg u:sm tentatively did they, or ,ﬂ
employers, realise the trend that events were

The enormous e ion of British commerce
after 1848, into the causes of which we cannot
here enter, absorbed not only the displaced
hand-workers into industry at home or sent
them forth as colonists, but brought plenty of
work and good to the tens of thousands
of Irish who were drawn to this country in the
first half of the nineteenth century. This, and
Free Trade in corn, shattered ism—the
political expression of the chagrin of the dis-
placed and diluted textile handworke:s. In its
place arose trades unionism of the quiot,dugelh
type, born, not of the English tem

of contemporary ty and the mitigation
of the class lttuggE :

British industrialism was mat , German
industrialism was being born, with it

German Socialism was enjoying a vigorous and
stormy youth. The cause of this was the
discontent of the German craftsmen and peasant
occupiers with the loss of independence which
a in factory work entailed. T
were too late to share the industrial strivings
of their British comrades, who had passed on to

ament, but -

the quietude that afterwards overcame the
German workers and made them
and decent fellows, according. to alist
ideas. Hence, . the British and the man
workers failed to understand each other.
When German capitalism got into its stride
and American capitalism to show the
mettle of its pasture, Bri

itain, the workshop of the world, discovered
that others had dared to her long-
continued ly. The * T were,
sadyunofmu:gnku. the modification of
vate en ise, een foreign competition.
giumbm o‘(‘go':;m and middle-class men and

ments have had similar “But,
Both tansiiin. the maas of Do Sadiey oo
remained content with its national leaders,

(To be continued.) .






