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fHB WORKERS' DREADNOUGHt 

CAPTIT ALISM AND THE. COUNTER REVOLUTION. -.&1.-r::.:.._ 
m. 

In concluding my lut &rtiole I argued that 
our t&ak u Socialiats wu not to end•vour to 
end the War, but to prepare for Be\·olution. 
Now, u tbe Rewlution will not come as t.he 
I ult of our agn&tiQn, OI' even of our organiaa• 
tion, but becauae o( certain circuma'6noes that 
make it impolBible for tbe preeen poli&.ioal 
and eoonomic system to satisfy the requirements 
of aociety, it ia of the utm09t importance that 
we lhould �ugbly underatabd the oondiwona 
within our own oount.ry. If tbe oonditiona are 
ripe for revolution, t.ben they will very soon 
precipitate mat.tei'a, however much t.be exeouthi, 
and aub-oommitteea of tbe propertied c1uaea 
may endeavour to poetpone the hiatorio 
oeoeeaity. If t.hey are not ripe ; then we may u 
well dispoee ourselves to study .till more care­
fully t.he law that govern their maturity, and 
the oor.reot methods of gathering in the orop 
when it actually oomea to fruition. It will be 
more tedioua than to amuae ouraelvea with 
projects of action ; but it will be incaloulably 
more profitable. Whatever may be the pr�­
J>90ts of Revolution the anticip,.tion of which 
1a u pleasant to ns u it is det.eaable to our 
opponeota, we can only estimate theee by 
en,q>ining into the political and economic 
dew&opment of Btitain a.nd thoee other oounttiel 
with which its fortunes are �ima 1y oounected. 

Ii ia wearisome in the extreme to bear people 
for ever lamenting the dull, unreaponm'e 
character of tbe British working claaa ; and it 
muat be appalling to have auch people's hopeleea 
outlook upon the future, ether ultimate or 
immediate. At meetings up and down the 
oountry- tbe enthuaiaet wbo denounces the 
atriba for their aordid purpoee and for tbe 
petty nat.111e of the grievanoea that provoke 
them, ia a phenomenon productive of violent 
agravation of tbia writ.er'• lu1.man inatinota. 
Bomemnea, wbm an idealist, wboee fervour for 
� baa been vut.ly aiimulated by the 
operMion of the Kilitary Service Act.a, feet. 
called upon io teatify to the eelfiehnea of tbe 
oraftlman .timulatecl to .trike by reuon of 
dilution, a Quaker U1)bringing doea not pte\-«mt 

me ■-ng, it not rec£, at. iny- rate pink. 
The Soc,iJiet movement in tlaia OOQPt.ry would 

not ader by being, very frank with ltaelf about 
it.a patemity. It i■ not the -..uh of a sr­
idMlW "

urge 
" t.o 'Wl8 an Americanlam. It 

bu been...tlae product of material cle\"elopment 
and very cloeely paraUela in its growtli the 
movement in the United States. Of ooune, 
theee eimil&ritiea cannot. be preeaecl too far, 
becaue of the difference& in political and 
economic evolution aOT0lll!I the ooean ; but they 
are near enough t.o be inatruotive. 

Thia oountry baa the good, or ill, f ort.une to 
have been the clueio land of. Capitalism, the 
home of • c1wio form of C..pi+,Nwn Here 
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IOOD ye>u wW have biahed 
� ■abool; you are auio• t.o pt to work 
and'°---�,.... anale to 
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We tilail .,,..i to J'OII ._::aaN_ ... 
of .,........._ eacldlal.ChD'Nl••to 
you u Jl"ellow 01Un, ud wllo 11M • .,._ 
� t.o adil1na you tlau a --- � Ul9 W 
cl-■�■eh'•t W ... t.oha aq 
little wnb you aboat tlliap ..,...� 
your own welfare, and Uaat of eat.ire wtdns 
clu■. We� t.bat. tm appNI will� 
t.o t.ab up • line of action in t.be 'lf'Ol'bllop, the 
mine, er ._ mill. wbWa yoa ..W ad4' your 
pan to Labour'• ■male to impn,ve i&e lo&. 
\Ve waat t.o ed aca&e yomielv• in &lie 
u&olyolJOllf .... Armed·. -� 
of tbat. bilt«y, you will be able to pla� 
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