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CAPITALISM AND THE

It is now some seventy years sinoe the European
proletarist made its gallant but unsucceasinl
attempt to overthrow the govmhﬁ:m of the
groat States of Western and Central pe. With
the exception of one or two minor -incidents
towards the close of the French Revolution this
was the ﬁm:fort of the workers to challenge and
to contest the "sovereignty of the state ems
which. had grown up on the ruins of leu.minm.
The Continental p: of the towns was not
then sufficiently strong or class-conscious to achieve
suaseas and was betrayed by the upper and lower
daments of the capitalist class as soon as these
saw the direction in which their victary was likely
to carry them. .

They withdrew from the side of the workers,

" whose maas sotion alone had made it ible for
them to overawe the executive the landed
and mercantile classes (in the latter case we refer
to the money merchants of Puaris), and if they did
not ally themselves directly with the motm
forces, they followed such a policy as to
those to re-conquer authority. e Em of
Austria and King of Hungary and the Kinge of
e g Tt s Qi r:eugni

incelings ret: to powet, but with a -
mdlh:%m%r;n the minds of their etatesmen, at
any rate in Pruesia, that they must set theruselves
at the head of the Nationalist Purty, attach to
themselves the capitalist intereets, and adopt an
internal and external policy calculated to, further
what those elements conceived to be to their
advantage.- The success of the Tudors and the
failure of the Stuarts in England was not lost upon
the Hohenzollerns. At the same time, in Germany,

" more even than in this country, the landed aristo-

cracy became involved in the capitalist system,
owing to the preponderating im ce in German

industry of the Brewing and digtflling industries.

and of the Krieg-indusirie, or armaments manu-
facture, having its_foundations in iron and coal
mineral’ lands. The alliance of the igdustrial
m and the landowners was cemented and
flourished under the highest and most interested
ronage of the Kaiser himself. The German
ﬁpire became an enormoualy powerful political
organisstion of these oclosely inter-connected
eoonomic intereets. The feudal state in Germany
verhauled and re-organised scientifically on a

more colossal plan. Exunaivd{ and intensively,
the oontrol of the.State over the people was re-
inforced. Antagonism to the'reactionary political
regime of Kaiaerism has had, moreover, to encounter
in Garmany the same kind of econamically impelled
desire for e sion as has come to affect the

workers of Britain and the U.8.A. Gonsciouvsly or ~

sub-consciously,. the proletarians in all highly
cleveloged capitalist countries have respon to
the subtle influences of capitalist production for
sale, of capitalist zeal for export trade. This

" lande, (slut. numbers of the workers
mode of escape

impulse is natural, because in the podern economy
vast requirememts of the can only be
:nlspliedfmmwitbounhhmt of the country
. at the same time, ones the merket becomes
congested with commoditim, production must fall
unymdol_i\{:oymturmhmbe
restricted. ving within the
framework of capitalist society, and the more
completely they are enmeshed in that system, the
more must they struggle, not necessarily with
intelligence, to improve their lot. Sodong aa the
capitalist class can direct them to what it may or
ay not believe to be the ceause of
ortunes, vis. : the oapitd"mld other

esck that

, or aoquiesce in the arder to march

and to fight. The modem state, the modam

** executive committee of thie capitalist class,” is &

terrible monstér, egainst whom rebellion seems

useloas, and is useloes, unleas & high degree of

solidarity and determination can be assumed

among a large propartionof the workers, not-only

in one area or one country, but all over the-world
of capitalist production and government.

The German workers, in s0 far as
Socialiste, ‘ G bd:n io:lh Wu-lem 2 much
more for § political struggle against a resctionary
political system than for industrial warfare
eoonomically powerful groups of capitalists. The
German trade unich movement m,m
child of the Socialist movement of
political theorists. Gcmlmx ]
at a prodigious rate. It pursued an enlightened
policy_towards its workers, aided by a patarnal
government which, at the same time, made it
plain to the trade unionists that the Army was
always in reserve to asgjst in the tanamoe of
f‘t:bllc order, the order of i

Germany there did not arise the kind of advanced
Labodr Movement that appeared in every country
where industrial capitalists fought out their battles
with their workers face to face and without too
frequent interference on the of the Btate.
When War broke out, and, so as we can make
out, down to the preeent time, thegg is no industrial
unioniam of any vigour it Germany. At the same
time, there doee not appegr to be any revolutionary
movement of action in the Army. The.one man
who might, and, in my opinion, would, have besn
likely to bring about a revulutionary movement of
action in Germany was Lisbknecht. He was not
obsessad by theory ; he was for ever Mwﬁm
he bhad viguur ; he had enthusiamm ; he had
spirit of sventun. He was not an academidian, -
s journalist, a would-be stateaman. He was an
agitator, and the im he made on me, as he
talked of our plan of sttack on the Armaments
International, was of a man who woald never be so
happy as when he was hitting, hitting, hitting his
enemy. He felt intensely about his work, but he
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or tly respectable advocate of
Pacifism prevalent in this country. He
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"Enforce Peace, and the “ best features " of her
bureaucratié and discipline will be com-
mingled with those of and the'USA. as
thom.lﬂ“r“dﬁ‘-'
MW the pelitioal counter-
part of | prodnotion.
s
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Morgan laboured to make safe with their o

coffin ships and their oarbines ;
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