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TheRussian Church unfrocksTi

By D. Ivon Jones (Mosoow)



defeat by seeking fo reconcile “religion and science”, so the All “1t goes without saying our Party will not give its

Russian of the church 1o be the “recon- blessing 1o religion, even when the church {ries to bless the
ciliation . ::gzim v:i.t‘h r‘zevm%‘pr:urvhg the dogmas of the Party.zBut ,:he ine\(illt;le conﬂln:cl is _c:hmed‘:p into a l;igher
erthodox Russian Church, i incerely accept- ane and changes its form. For with us there is a funda-

the > o gty g B B g:enlllly new social equilibrium, under the direction and hege-

ing reat Russian revolution with its world consequences. socia , un
ﬂul about religious persecution in Soviet Russia? Here mony of the victorious proletariat.”

§s the Synod’s dmhugoa: The fury in England at the execution of a counter-revolu-
“According o the Soviet Constitution, freedom of fionary priest, has left Russia quite cold. Trotzky in a speech
thought in religion is the right of all citizens. The decree on  en the 5th of May said, that the Capitalists have siezed this
fhe separation of church and state’ guarantees this right. incident to give Vent to their chagrin at the cardinal fact
Freedom for religious propaganda (side by side with the nﬁl of the present situation in Russia: which is, that Lenin and
to propagale anii-religious ideas), gives a possibility to be-  the Communist Party have definitely shunted the Soviet locomotive
lievers to defend their religious couvictions. For that reason away from capitalism, and are driving it straight ahead towards

it is not possible for the church to regard the Soviet Power socialism. That is why they are frothing about the priests.

:: 0:: .hct i:‘t‘ian tine onSothc co[n)nury, the Synod hg;:'wu t;.‘:nm:n

o that viet Power, its met is the only

~_ State power in the world wrich is able to realize on earth the Opening of ihe All-Russian

- Y e of 0o e o Exhibition
; The Synod was atiended by 350 delegates and in its varied
. rpmmon reflected the enormous change that has come over the We especially request the Party
~ Russian Church, precisely because of the freedem of religious dis- press to reprint this article. Ed.

~ cussion, Under the Tsar ihere was no such thing as freedom of ) ) )
 yeligious thought. Now the church is moving away from ortho- On the 15th of August of this year an event will take
- doxy;  fact there is far mcre freedom of on now than lace in Moscow which is of the greatest importance for Soviet
* would please the Archbishop of Canterbury;—he will soon be ussia: The opening of the All-Russian Exhibition for agriculture
_ excommunicating the Russian Church for heresy. and home industry (with a foreign department). New Russia
¥ . The Church is dividing into various groups of lhou‘ght. Of will display everything its economy has crea‘ed or developed
#he 350 delegates composing the Synod, there were 150 irom the under the new social order.
which calls itself the “Living Church”, and about an The exhibition 1s being organized on the suggestion of the
number from the “Union of Communities of the Early IX. Soviet Congress, and pursues far-reaching aims. lts enor-
Apostolic Church”; six representing the group “Resurrection”, mous importance for the future economic development of Russia
of wihch the Metropolitan Antonin, honorary president of the consists in its cultural and enlightening role. It will have to
nod, is a member. The question now is: can the old bottles bring the worker nearer to the peasant, and to show both parties
old the new wine? Y of what great mutual help they can be to one another. - The cause
The Synod traced the history of Tikhon’s counter-revolu- of the low level of agriculture under Tzarism was! to a large
fionary activities for the past five years. It accuses him of de- extent, the loose relations between town and couniry. Russian
weiving the faithiul in the interests of the White Guards. “Tikhon agronomy made progress only within the walls of ihe city. The
not the leader of the church, but a leader of the counter-revolu-  laboratory of the savant remained closed to the peasant. 1ne
says the resolution. “The Patriarchate was established for - Soviet Government, on the o'her hand, has broken fundamentally
&ounter-revolutionary purposes. The primitive church had no with this system, and regards as the only pre-requisite for the
% hmlrch'; but administered the church by Synods. 1t is therefore economic sirengthening of the country the close contact between
- @bolished”. And so the Pope is a thing of the past. town industry and®agriculture, in the application of the advances
. “Patriarch Tikhon commilted a crime against the Rus-  made by science 1o actual farming practice. However, the exhi-
sian church in making the church an ally of the counter-revo-  bition will by no means be an agricultural one exclusively. It
lution, and therefore he should stand before the revolutionary  will display évery branch of non-city industry in the country, and
tribunal. At this moment the Russian Church must declare its natural treasures. Every province of the republic will exhibit -
before the Pevolutionary Tribvmal on which side it is: in the the products of its raw malerials and its local production,
dock with Tikhon—or with the prosecuteon on the seat of  whether it be from Turkestan (cotton , from the vineyards of the
judgment, We say—on 3!!( seat of 1uggpn1_lt. : South or from the forests of the North (furs). The visitor to the
4 ~—So_says the group “Resurrection” in its meeting held  exhibition will be able to acquaint himself with all the
~ before the Synod. ' innumerable natural ftreasures of Russia, systematized in
& And what is the attitude of the Synod towards the prole- scientific order. FEvery branch and description of Russian
~ farian nvoluu'?n? Here is the resolution. What does “my lord economy will be graphically displayed by the aid of a tremen-
of Cumrbn‘rv say fo it? ) dous number of objects from every part of Russia: Tillage, work
“The All Russian delegated Synod bears witness before in flax and hemp, cultivation of vegetables, cattle rearing,
:em wmh:le Jhun:h u'cL li;u:nan':gi.' t ”::e “:oﬂd ;:‘m’m vm;a&e, silk bwo::-:n breeding, etc., besides every branch of the
classes: capitalist exploiters an prol on multifarious industry, from Buchar i
mhose blod e 'c:pstpévl_u: world builds iis well being. In all  Karclian birch . U AT, s ot
world only the Soviet Power of Russia has en upan Exhibition Committee is at present chiefly occupied
4 struggle with this great social evil. Christians cannot be  with the erection of the exhibition bull)ldinzs. withy obtaiz?ing
wdifferent in this struggle. The Synod denounces capitalism  building materials and collecting the objects to be exhibited. The
r' a m& and the umug':'num it is a holy duty exhibition grounds are situated on the bank of the Moskva, from
: In the Soviet Power the Synod perceives a  where a magnificient view is to be obtained of the Krem! and the
world leader for fraternity, equalrt% and among the whole city.
nations. The Synod denouces, with all its reli and moral
Md&lbhmmﬂuduﬁmalm revolution.
Synod calls upon true Christian citizen of
L w.mgquu-ﬁ‘&m of the Soviet
at, : e .mo' struggle : the world
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