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~ GENERAL GIAP DISCUSSES ROIE OF MILITIA FORCE

nanoi'Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1330 GMT 3 April 1967~*S'

(Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap's talk at a conference held in January to recapitulate

military tasks of the Third Military Zone- - "Mhe strategic role of the self-

defense militia force in the _great anti- U S. national salvation struggle for

our people b._recorded )

S Do j ‘Part I

(Text) Comrades: All our people have successfully ended 1966 and entered 196T--=a
year of flerce struggle, but also a year of greater victories, On behalf of the party
Central Committeé and thé party Military Affairs Committee, I convey my greetings

to the conference for recapitulating the military tasks of the Third Military

Zone and hope that the conference will achieve good results,

The party Military Affairs Committee is greatly interested in this conference and warmly
prailses the local torce and the self-deferise force of ‘the Third Military Zone,

which during the past two years have collaborated with the regular foroe and

achieved outstanding results in combat, production, and communication and “trang-

port, thus actively contributing to the victories of both zones,

The party Military Affairs ‘Committee welcomes the legadership of the military zone party
committee and party committées at-various échelons, which have strictly and
creatively: carried out the party's lines ‘and policies and the high command 's
orders and instructlons concerning local military tasks‘ Various localities .
in Thanh Hoa, Haibhong,'and ¥am Ha have scored many satisractory achlevements.
As for Ha Tay, 1t hag exhibited weaknesses in the recent past. Although it has
exerted efforts, Ha Tay must move forward mOre steadfastly. ’ :

I am very happy to have the opportunity to talk to you comrades at a time when
the anti-U.5. national salvation emulatlon heroes and combatants congress has
achieved success and is- encouraging all the people and army to attain the elimax
of the movement or emulation An scoring featc of arms and defeating the U.S.
AgEressors.

. The latest antia .Sr national salvation gmulation heroes ‘and combatants congress
dazzlingly. reflacted Vietnamese revolutionary heroism and, at the same time, asserted
the correctneas and creativeness of our party's peoplels war line. The people ]

war line is the Iline of mobilizing all the’ people, arming all the people, and -
leading all the people to fight the aggressors and using the pedplels armed

forces as a key foroe Tor defeating all aggressive enemies, Acoording to our

party's military line. the people‘s armed forces cohslst of three categories:

of troope‘ main-rorce troops, regional troops, and people's self-defense militia.'

The self-defense militia forces have_played and will‘alWays.play an importarit
strategic role in the people's war. In speaking of peéplé's war, we must necessarily
speak of the self-défense militla forces. Therefore, today, at this conference

on the recapitulatior of local military tasks, T would 1ike to talk to you comrades
about the self-defense mllitia forees so that you will olearly realize their
strategic role in our people's great anti.U.8. natlonal salvation task,
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Part I

1
The eelf defense militia 1s a strategilec foroe in our people’e armed revolutionary struggle.

Comrades, during the process of leading the extremely perilous and glorious armed
struggle for natlonal liberation, our party's line of waging a people'e war and
building the people's armed forces has emerged and developed, achieved more and
more brilliant successes, and become increasingly creative, These successes of
‘our party are the sucoesses of the correct applioation ‘of the principles of
Marxism-Leninism congerning revolutionary war and the building of the revolutionary
armed forces in accordance with the actual situation of our oountry.

The people's war viewpoint is a basic viewpoint in our party's Marxist military
line. This viewpcint originated from the Just nature.of the revolutionary war
and from the realization of the deoisive role of the masses in the development
“of history.

In the preqent age, the people's war fust be waged by all people under the leader-
shib of the working claes, and we must insure that all people are mobilized and
armed. The strength of a people which is completely armed makes’ possible the.
holding of an absolutely superior position in peoplefs war to defeat the aggressive
wars of all enemies. This strength has led our people to brilliant euocesses in
the high tide of anti- Japanese national salvation resistance and in the resistance
against the Frenoh imperialists, and has brought glorious successes to our people
in both parts of the country in the present anti U.S. national salvation taek. ;

To insure that all people are mobilized and armed, the people s armed forces muet
be used as the kev forece, -The people’s armed forces consist of three oategorles

of troope' main=force units, regional troops, and self-defense militia; In
speaking of people’s war, it i1s impossible to omit any of these three categories.
It is impossible to omit the main-foreé unite, and 1t is impossible to omit the
regional troops and the massive self-defense militia rees. In leading the armed
revelutionary struggle, our party has paid the greatest attention to using the
three categories of troopts and has attached great importance to firmly maintaining
relations, unity, and harmony among these three categories of troops.

In the instructions ‘concerning the formation of the'Vietnamese'Liberation Armed
Forces propaganda team, President Ho pointed out that since our resistance is

a resistance of all people, it is necessary to mobilize all people and arm all
people, Therefore, in concentrating forces to form the Vietnamese Liberation
Armed Forces propaganda team, 1t is neceéssary to maintain the armed forces in the
'1ocalities, to coordinate actions, and to provide mutual assistance in . all fields.
On the other hand, the main-force units have the duty to guide the localities!
armed teams, assist in training them, provide them with weapons if possible, and .
make them grow increasingly,”"

During the resistance war againet the French colonialists, the oreation of three
‘categories of troops had been olearly manifested, ‘Our party gk111rully used.
each category of troops and coordinated the three categories of troops -4n aooor-
dance with the requirements of the revolutionarv war,



The main-force army is grouped into regiments and divislons and with strategie
‘tasks throughout the country. Regional forcés are built into platoons and
companies or battalions with combat misslons in localities. They joln the
self-defense and militia and guerrilla forces in waging guerrilla warfare or
fight in coordination with the main-force units.

The self-defense militis and guerrilla forces are the armed forces closely related
to production and organized in hamlets, villages, ¢lty wards, and factories.

They are responsible for serving, together with local forces, as a core force

for the natidénal movement to fight invaders and for. coordinating with local

forces and maln-force wnits in preparing for wars as well as in combatb,

It 1s clear that the existence of the three kinds of forces is.very consistent.
with the law of development of people's war and of the people's armed forces.
EBach of the forces plays a definite role in the'war.

Particularly with regard to the self-defense and militia forces, our party has
asserted. they are a strateglc force throughout the armed revolutionary struggle
in our country. President Ho sald: - "™he self-defense and militia and guerrilla
forces are the forcées of all of our people. They are 4n invinecible force, an
iron wall of the fatherland. Any enemy, no matter how cruel and ruthless he may
..be, who lays a hand on this force or lron wall will be smashed to pieces (Ho's.
letter to men and women self-defense mnd militia and guerrilla members throughout
the country in 1947--Hanoi radio). This was proven by the protracted, arduous
armed struggle of our people under party leadership, a struggle which developed

" from junglés and mountains:te the swampy areas in the country and durin which
our people used rudimentary weapona, including outmoded rifles and pointed bamboo
) sticks, to 'fight the French and chase the Japanese away.

A--Self-defense units and combat self.defense units were the. first form of the:
revolutlonary armed forces in our country. .

The’ revolutionary armed forces of our people came into being in the revolutionary
struggle movement of all of our people, especially the majority of the masses of
workers and peasants. In 1930 and 1931, the first self-defense units appeared

in the Soviet Nghe Tinh movement. They wére the forerumners of the fubure armed
forces of our people, Our party's first resolution on military matters dealt
with the formation of worker-peasant self-defense units, the worker-peasant army.

_Jater, at the beginning of World War II, when preparations for an armed uprising
became a very urgent task for the revolution, self-defense uniis and combat
self—defense units were activated in the revolutionary bases in the Jungles and
mountaing and were gradually expanded to other large areas throughout the country,
from the rural areag to6 the citles, The natlonal salvation units, the Vietnam

. liberation troops propaganda units, and the Ba To gusrrilla units came into being
one after another,

Aftervard, during the resistance movement againgt the Japanese In 1945, based on

the guerrilla warfare launched throughout the cowntry, a government wag formed

in the 1iberated areas, The partyl's armed forees were unified into an army

called the Vietnam Liberation Army. After the sucoess of the August-revelution,

the salf=-defense and militia;forces-beeame-very‘strongwcompared-with-past.years

_‘and ‘this created favérable conditions for-developing gquiekly:the ranks iof .the

" 1iberation troops and bullding them into a’'regular army; which. 48 now the peoplels
army, for the democratic republie state. Thus, the: self-defensé and. guerrilla
units were the first forms of the revolutionary armed forces in our country.
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B-«The self-derense and ooﬁbat seif-defense foroces were the shock forces which
Joined the people in waging: the general uprieing, Leading ‘the qugust revolution
to success.

The setlf-deéfense and combzt self-defense forces were aotlvated on the basis of
steady and strong politicul'organizatibrS“of the madses and were. developed in

the revolutionary movement of the masses. Therefore, they grew up very quickly.
.and played a very importent role throughout the  armed- revolutionary struggle.
Theéz unlis hecame the esmential foreces respursibieé for protecting the hasic
organizations of the party and thé masses, : They effectively assisted the. people
in theilr’ poiitical struggle, waged limited guerrilla warfare, Jolned the: ‘pecple
in conduckirg partial uprislings, overthrew the enemy govérnment in localities,
establishou %he people's government, and built revolutionary bases.

In the Augush’ 19&5 general uprising, the self—defenee and combat seir-cefense
foreces throughout the country played an effectivi shoock rele, Together with the
Vietnam Idberation Army, they cecordinated their armed struggle with the political
struggle of millions of the masses who rose up with revolutlionary vleolence to -
“win power throughout the country. We all know that the 1liberation army was still
small at the %ime while the self-defense and combat sulfedefense forces developed
very broadly-in the entire country. Therefore, in many placeés including such
major eities as Hanol, Fue, and Saigon, the self-defense. and combat: self.defense
forces played the role of shock armed forces in leading, together with The
revolutionary masses, the uprising 'to victory.

This reality proved that 1f there had not been clandestine self-defense and combat
self-defense organizations during the period of preparations for the armed revolt,
the limited guerrilla warfare and partial uprisings could not have been waged

to drive the ezemy inteo a seriously eritical situation, It also proved that if
the self-defense and combat seif-defense forees had not heendveloped broadly
‘throughout the country and if the liberation troops had not existed, there
sould not have been coordination between political violence and armed violance
to achieve great success in the August revolution. Thus, right at the beginning
of' the armed uprising, thie self-defense and: combat self-defense forces played

a very importanf strategic role,

Cw~The self-defense and militia forées and locdl units were essentlal forces
which waged guerrilla warfare in the areas behind enemy lines and protected our:
"large rear area during the protracted resistarnce war agalnst the French imperialists,

Guerrilla warfare 1s one of the two basic forms of people s war and plays a
very importand strategle role in our people'ls national liberation war., It .1s a
practical and lively manirestation of the nrovemént.td arm the people t6 fight a
'professional aggressive army wlth great nilitary: strength and strong equipment
and weapons. o ) ) "

Prosecuting guerrilla warfare is a very effective form of struggle designed~to
mobilize, organize, and .train the masses to beoome unyielding -and stanch combatants
to fight the aggressors, defend villagés, and proteot ‘the' countrys - Guerrilla’
warfare relies on the militant” solidarity ahd heroism of tlhié people e use rudi-
mentary weapons and lively, inventive, and regduroesful tdotios, rto create g

" ¢ontinvous offensive position in prdér b fight thé énemy everywhere, This
causes him" to be overwhelméd in’ Ak odbhn of ‘armed resietanceifighters, impairing
his morale, ‘wearing down his étrength, anﬁ driving him into strategic passiveness
dnd into a tactioal criBis.l*”‘ S P

(‘ B o v i

The - self-defonse militia and gunrrilla foroes ahd Jocal unita Are essontial forces
tor waglng a guerrllla Warfare, Their strategie role is closely related to the

: strategic position of guerrilla wdrtare;




Tn the anti-French imperilalist resistance, self-defense militia and guerrilla forces
were the largest armed foroes. They did not, however, dissoclate themselves from
production but constantly clung £o0 the land and the masses to fight the aggressors,
protect villages, and counter the enemy's mopup operations and terroristic acts,
thus - frustrating the enemy plot to use war to breed war and to use Vietnamese
geople to fight Vietnamese people., Self-defense militia and guerrilla forces
agsumed the task of eliminating dishonest people and bandits, wearing down and
destroying enemy potential, and attacking enemy rear bages, With rudimentary
weapong such as swords, luives, sticks, arrous, bows, homemade rifles and bullets,
mines, spike—btrewu trenches, and even stones and bricks, self- defense militia

and guerriJla forces succeeded iIn devising versatile, skillful fighting methods,
and thus caused the enemy to go without sleep, lose his appetite, and be surrounded
by an inescapable steel net.

Self-defenge militia and guerrilla forees are also core forces to mobilize, organize,
and train all people to engage in killlng the enemy, thus giving guerrilla

warfar? a boundless, latent strength and the ability teo wear down and destroy

the enemy everywhere, The strong guerrilla activities of the militia forces

~‘and regional troop units in the enemy rear have enabled the main=foree units to
launch big campaigns to destroy much of the enemy potential and have succeeded

in bullding many base areas used as positions of departure for our main forces

to attack the enemy in his own dens,

Self-defense militia and guerrilla forces have algo played an extremely important
role in the protection of our rear, In any war, a steady and strong rear 1is
always a declsive factor in permanent victory. Sihce the role of the rear is
important the enemy has always plotted to sabotage our rear with every political,
economic, and military scheme. Using up~-to~date mobile means, the enemy has
often sent’ commandos and bandits to harass our rear, massacre people, destroy
property,.spread false rumors, and create difficulties for us.

Faced -with the enemy plots, our people’s armed forces must naturally have positive
sountermeapures. Since the main-force units cannot be deployed everywhere,
gelf-defense militia and guerrilla forces as well as regional forces continue

to be important forces for the effective protection of the rear.

In the anti-French repistance in free zones, self-defense militia forces effectively
fulfilled the task of countering the enemy and eliminating dishonest people and

at the same time served as shock forces in produetion, supply, and transportation
for the frontline, Ag self-defense militia and guerrilla forees are present
everywhere««even though the enemy may ungxpectedly get foot in certaln areas

in our rear where there is no great number of main-force units-~the enemy eontinues
to be surrounded, intercepted, attacked, worn down, and annihilated, We see
elearly from this that the strategic role of the solfwdefense militia forces is
closely associated with the strategic position of the rear.




Du=Self«defense militla are an essential, basic~level authoritarlan instrument
of the people's government, Born of the people and embracing elite elements of
the people, essentially the basic worker-psasant masses, gelf-defense militia .
and guerrllla forces as well as main-force units and regional units, who are.
children or brothers of laboring people and who are enlightened and educated

by the party, not only have a’ high sense of patrlotism but are also firmly class
conscious,

Self<defense militia forces are an esgential instrument of the people's. govern~
ment at the basle level for carrying out authoritarianism to cope wilth domestic
adveresaries and foreign aggressors and to protect national interests and the _
peoplels democratie interests. Through the entire process of the revolutionary

" armed struggle of our people, self-defense militia forces have proved to he

very loyal to the nation and the laboring people and have joined the people iIn
fighting to annihilate the 1mperialist enemy and his lackey, the Vietnamese traitors,

'In the enemy rear areas self—derense militia foroes have resolutely annihilated
collaborators and eliminated dishonest people, thus contributing effectively

to firmly protecting and consélidating the‘govérhmant. In free zones self~defense
militia forces and people's security forces have taken steps to maintain order,
insure peace, and happiness for hamlets and wvillages, repress reacticnaries, and
serve as core forces for striot implementation of the lines and policies of the.
party and government.

Self-defense militia forces have trustworthily playsd the role of supporting
peasants and laborers in the struggle to achleve democratic revolution in the
movement to reduce land rent and interest rates, to improve ricefields and land,
and to fulfill the slogan "Land to the tillers."

Self-defense militia forces have been inereasingly trained in-the olass struggle,
Their ranks have been ever more.consolidated. The natilonal spirit and sense of
class enlightenment have been ever 'more enhanced., As a result, like main-force
units and regional units, self-defense militia and guerrilla forees are completely
trusted, loved, and helped by our people, DBecause of this, selfudefense militia
and guerrilla forces have gonstantly developéd and matured while advancing on
their glorious path of struggle.. ' :

. B~sThe self~defense militia forees is an-efficient cooperating combat force. ..
and an.inexhaustible force supplementing the regular and local forces.

During the resistance against the French 1mperialisté millions of male and female
self~defense militia members and guerrillas helped exterminate the enemy and

~protect hamlets and villages, thus making great contributions to the common
victorlies, The self-defense militia and guerrilla forcee dilrectly. cooperated
with the regular force -to fight and exterminate the enemy or with the local force
o step up guwerrilla activities, thus rorcing'the-enemyfto disperse his forces
and providing.conditions for our regular forces to exterminate an important part
of the enemy forces in an advantageous way. The self-defense militia force also
orriciantly served the regular force in combat and helped satisfy the great,
complex demands 6f the battlefield,



The self-defense militila force assumed the tasks of mounting guard, safeguarding
secrets, ‘insuring the safety of operations and billeting of .the regular foroce,
insuring the repair of reads and bridges and the supply of ammunition and food,
Insuring the transport of wounded soldlers, and so forth.

Concerning preparations for combat, the ‘self-defense militia force, owing fo its
thorough imowledge of the local situation and roads, supplied the regulay forge
with reliable guides and with accurate documents on the topography and the
gituation of the enemy. The self-defense militia force also satisfactorlly
fulfilled the task of eliminating the traltors and cruel agents and developing
the victories after each great operation,

Being an armed forde in direct contact with the bases, ‘the self-defense force actively
protested the people’s lived ‘and property,. safeglgpded manpower and wealth for the
repigtance, ‘and créated favorable conditions for the buildingrand development of

a large :concentration of forces comprising the regular and local lorces. . -

ihrough combat and the fulfillment of tasks the trained and educated self- defense
militia force became an inexhaustible and precious source of manpower for the
eentralized foreces providing them with soldiers and. officers with SOOd political
qualtities and rich combat experience. .

The self-defense militla forces was constantly a reserve force for the develop-
ment of the centralized forces. Thie point was very important. Our centralized
forces could grow only on the basls of having a powerful regerve force, of

which the self-defense millitia force was the core. The growth and development

of the regular and loeal foreces obviously were due to the important -contributions
of the self-defense militia forea, ‘Although later- the regular and -local forces
assumed an inecreasingly important role on the battlefield, the strategic. role

of the selfwdefense militia forece did not diminish.

Reecalling the brilliant and gloricus history of the self-derfense militia foree,

we are greatly confident in and proud of the great achievements of our party, headed
by President Ho, in leading the revolutionary war and bullding the revelutiohary
armed forces. As stated above, historic experiences prove that to victoriously
wage revolutionary war it 1s necessary to mobilize, arm, and train all the peoples
so that they can participate in fighting the enemy. To arm all the pecple, 1t '
18 necessary to have the people's armed forcees of which the three categories of
troops are the core, :

In our country the bullding of the three categories of troops is the law pertaining
~ to the organization of the armed forces for people's war, The self-defense militia
‘foree 18 one of the three categories of troops and has assumed a very imporfant
strategic role during the entire process of the armed struggie for suceessfully
marrying out the revolution, during the period of preparations for armed uprising,
during the August general uprisings, and during our people‘s great resistance
against the Frehch imperialists.

~Because of its strategile role, its great achievements, and its exceptional growth,
our self-defense militia force has all the qualirications of an armed force

" worthy of being one of the three categories of troops of our. heroic people'a
armed forces. : : .

‘We can say that in speaking of: the’ people's war nne must neuessarily speak of the
" strategie role of the selfwdefense militia fortze, - Speaking of the people's war
and ‘at the same time underaatimatiﬁg-théﬁselr-deranse,miiitiatforce's role is

& very erroneous, empty view, ‘That 1s why it 1s necegsary to elearly realilee
' the &tretégin role of the self-defense militia.force, This correct realization
has an important meaning regarding the task of peinforoing the armed forces and
" consolidating national defense  in the north, as well as regarding the task of
stepping up the anti~U 5. national salvation resiatance of our people throughout
" the country*_
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Part II .

The melf-defense militia force plays a very impértant stategile role in the great
anti1-U.8, netional salvation struggle. -

Dear comrades, at present our pecple'!s armed forces are, together with the entire
people, shouldering the historic and extremely great task of defeating the U.S.
aggressors to safeguard the socialist north, libterate the south, and achieve
national reunification. In view of the situation of our country--a small country
with a population of 31 million which has Jjust Thegun to develop its economy-=~
defeating the U.8,. aggressors would be a wonderful achievement.

The aAmericans are the ringleaders of the imperialists., They are extremely reactionary
and eruel and have the richest and most powerful economic potentials in the '
dmperialist camp. However, faced with the heroic Vietnameseé people armed with
Marxism-leninism, the V.S, imperialists are merely aggressors who oan he completely
defeated and will certainly be defeated by our people.

The recent great successes of our people in hoth the north and south demonstrated
more clearly the peerleass strength of the peeple!s war and further revealed the .
grandjose truth: In the present era, any people, even though small, if they
are resolved to rise united and fight to liberate themselves and defend their
fatherland, if they are provided with a correet revelutionary line, and. if they
kmow how to develop the mtrength of the peoplel!s war, will be fully able to
defeat and will surely defeat any aggressors, ineluding the U.S. imperialists.
The realities on the battlefield have forced even the U,S5. aggressors to admit
that they have made mistakes and experienced setbacks and that they must cope
with a. large revolutionary army composed of combatants that are most skilliul
and experienced in the peoplefs war,

Our people's great achievements have contributed to solving many extremely important
strategic problems in the anti-U,S, national liberation movement ¢f the world's
peoples in general. When the U.S, imperialilets began sending their large expe-
ditionary -forces to invade our country, some of our friends expressed concern-:

over whether the Vietnamese people's liberation war could defeat the aggressive

war waged by a modern army such as that of -the V.S, imperialists.

Now the progrEﬂsive pFople throughout the world are convinged that the Vietnamese
people will certainly be victorious and that the U.3, impsrialists will certainly

be defeated, The U.S. imperialists will certainly be defeated hecause the war
condueted by them 1s an unjust aggressive war and because they are unable to

cope with the people's war of the Vietnamese pecple, The enormous successes
achieved by our peopls have answered the.following questions: - In a people's

.war against an aggressive enemy who posgsesses great sconomic and military potentials,
powerful material and technical stremgth, and large quantities of modern weapons

and Instruments as does the V.S, imperialists! army, is the organization.of the

. reyolutionary armed forces into three categories-of troops still appropriate?.

Does the selrudefense militia force 8till play a strategic role?

Reality permits us to aesert that in our people's great anti-U 8. national lalVation
undertaking the three categories of troops still represent the most appropriate
pattern for organization of the armed forees to wage people's war, and that

the self-defense militia force still plays an extremely important gtrategic role,
The self-defensge militia, together with the other patriotic armed foroes of the
Vietnamese people,. defeated the Japanese fascists and drove the French colonialists
out of the country. Today, with all types of weapons-in: their -hands,- including
primitive and modern weapons, the selfuwdefense militia force still plays an
extremely lmportant role in our people'’s sscred resistance against the U.3,

imperislists. ThHese re#litiss are smerging in both parte of our country.



| Me-The great successes of the paople!s uar in the south have confirmed the strategic
position of guerrlilla warfare and the extremely important strateglc role of the
‘selfwdefense militia 1in the anti-U,S. national salvatiOn resistance.

During the past 12 years our southern compatriots have continuously defeated all
. aggressive schemes of the U,S. imperialists. The U,S, aggressors have suffered
continuous defeats. The more troops and weapons they introduce into the south
the more serious the defeats they suffer, At present our” 14 million compatriots
in the south are defeating more than 1 million Amerlean, puppet, and satellite
troops. Thls is a. great struggle that is unprecedented in the history of our
country.

With the strength of the entire people our southern compatriots'will surely defeat
the 0.8, imperialists completely, because our pecple have intense patriotism,

a %tradition of undaunted struggle, a steel-like determination to defeat the

- aggressors no-matter who they may bte, and at the same time they rfollow correot -

and creative revolutionary and militAry lines and’ have had ‘'rich ‘experiences in
revolutionary struggle, Therefore, our people have succeeded 4n and wlll succeed
in overcoming all difficulties in order to move forward and achieve final succegses,

At present our people in the south ars waglng a 3reat people's war for the
independence and unification of the fatherland, This peoplels war has coordinated
very closely armed struggle with political struggle and guerrilla warfare with
conventional warfare. . The development of the people's war 1n the south 13 an
eloguent reality that Justifies the strategile position of guerrilla warfare in
the anti«U S, national salvation struggle

As in previous armed struggles against, the Japanese fascists and French imperilalists,
at present guerrilla. warfare in the south has taken shape and become a basis for
conventional warfare, For conventional warfare it will score great vietories

in the task of liberating the. south from the ruling yoke of the U.S. imperialists
and their lackeys.. Guerrilla. warfare was. born out of’ and has developed from the
revolutionary struggle movement of the masses, which have used violence to oppose

the U.S, imperialists’ new-style colonialism.

“Guérrilla warfare in the south has achieyed new creative. progress, greatly con-
tributed to continuwously frustrating the V.3, imperialists' strategic plots, and
agsumed an extremely important strategic position in armed struggle and in the
revolutionary struggle in general. Do .

To speak of the strategic position of guerrilla warfare also means to speak
of the strateglc rolea of the sélfwdefense militia and guerrilla forces, for ‘the
latter are core forces for conduoting guerrllla warfare, With the new progress
of guerrilla warfare,. the self.defense militia and guerrilla forces have shown
that they have aoquirsd riew ability and new fighting strengtha o
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~]_a) The self-defenae nd gusrrilla units have erfeetively supportod the eouthern
people s general upr sins, thus oontributing to frustrating the U.8,. jmperialists!
-plot to rule the south wWith- tho traditional sohomee or now-style colonialism.

Between 195M and 1959 the B.S. imperialiete used hhe eoonomio and military aasistanoe
policy to set up a laokey ‘fapoist administration in an attsmpt to turn the south '
into a new-etyle oolony and military base._ i

Arter years of rieroe politioal struggle and after enduring innuterable saoririoes
under Hgo Pinh Diem!s extremely: cryel. regime, our southern oompatriots resolutely
rose wp to oconduct an uprieing. in thé rural arags, It was during this general -
uprising that the motto "Combination of political struggle with armed struggle! -
was applied and that guerrilla warfare was born, devoloped. and. played the role
of efreotively supporbing the masses in rising up, and ‘used revolutionary violence
to orush the yoke of enemy oontrol, topple the enemy administration, and regain
for tho poopls administration at the. basio level. o '

From the outset, though, the eelf-dsfense and guerrilla wits wore small and
inadequately equipped. - 0wing to their indomitabls will and deep hatred for

the enemy, - they fought valiantly, eliminatod hooligane, repressed oollaborators,
exterminated dighonest people. Tought the enemy, and helped enOourage and urgs
the uprisins movement to move forward - through the large rural areas. T

‘The great euooess of tho uprising marked the disastrous railure of- the U.s.
imperialists in their initial strategio plot- +o use Ngo ninh Diem‘s laokey
adminiatration to annihilate the revolutionary ‘Torces and: to repregs the aouthern
compatriots! revolutionary movement. Following this the politioal situation ift
the. gouth changed, and thus ravorabla oonditions wero oreated for tho vlgorous L
-developmont of the people*s wara ' )

(2) Together uith the liberation roroes and people, the selr-derense militia and .
guerrilla roroes defeated the ”.S. impsrialists while the latter were sing the
strategy of the special war to invade the south,  Sinee 1960, to ocope-with the
-'southern oompatriots' revolutionary movoment and to ohook the danger of disin—
_-tegration of .the puppet armed forees and administration, the LU imperialists“
have waged. a speoial war in the eouth. Howevor, they oannot avoid being disastrously
‘.dereated.- ' . _ . )

'Under the NFLBV banner. our southern eompatriots have wased a true people'a war'
to oppose the V.8, inperialists' speoial ‘War, Ouerrilld wari‘aroq which hae in«

‘oreasinsly developed everywhere, has,’ together with the magses! revolutionary
movement. followed the “motto “Gombination or politioal atruggle with armed
struggle,h made, politioal, military. and troop—proselyting spearheads, and
oontinuously attaokod the enamyo P

. Limited guerrilla uarrare has developed throughout the south, aupportins the c

. magses in rising uwp to- destroy strategic hamlets. An continuins logal uprisinss.
“and. in building many liberated areas.- It hae vigorously supported the political

“ptruggle movement in: ‘the oities and driven ‘the puppet armed forees and administration '
intv 8 serioualy and’ permanently oritioal situation, Also in this period, the :
regional units and the mainnforqo units have swiftly matured.a, .
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Guerrilla warfare has closely agsoclated with conventional -warfare, fulfilling
the strategic task of wearing down and annihilating énemy strength, and further
" driving the puppet armed forces toward dangerous collapse.

Self-defense militia and guerrilla forcés have fought independently of or in
coordination with main-force and reglional units, They have spelled doom for the
enemy!s "helicopter borne" and "armored-vehicle borne" tactics,;served as the
hard ocore for all the people to fight the aggressors, and contributed to stepping
up the movement %o arm all the people, As a result, in the south, from the
mountains and jungles to the deltas and coasbal areas, there are militia and
guerrilla forces; from male and female youths to old people and chilldren, all .
of them have engaged in killing the enemy, The political struggle and the
troop-proselyting task have been further stepped up.

Together with .the liberation troops and the people, the self-defense militia

and guerrilla forces have basically frustrated the enmemy's "specilal war" tactics.
They created a strong and réliable strategic position for the people's war in the
south before the U.3, expeditionary troops were sent in. This 1is the continuously
active position and the oversll offensive position of the South Vietnamese revolution.

(3} The self-defense militia and guerrilla forces have maintained an extremely
important strategic role in the fight against the U.S, imperialists! limited

war, PFaced with the basie failure of the "specilal war" strategy, the U.S,. imperialists
hurriedly sent in expediticnary troops on a large scale to invade the south.
However, the U.S, imperiallsts have introduced troops into the south while the
puppet Salgon armed forces and administration were in a losing position, but while
our armed forces and people were in a winning position. Our pecple's armed
forces have developed and occupied eombat positions on all battlefields and have
maintained a reliable combat network from the mountains and Jungles to the deltas
and from the rural areas to the areas close to cities, The main«force units and
the regional units have been the mastérs of warious important strategie areas.
The self-defense milltia and guerrilla forces have developed vigorously in
quantity and quality. ' .

At present-the people's war in the south has reached a far higher leyel than
previously, Guerrilla warfare eontinuwes to vigorously support the masses?! political
struggle, serves as a base for conventlonal warfare, and will, together with
conventional warfare, defeat the enemy's dry-season strategie counteroffensive,
Guerrilla warfare has made progress in accordance with the characteristics of the
three. zones~-mountain areas, deltas, and cities-~and has satisfactorily fulfilled
the strategic task of wearing dewn and annlhilating enemy strength, thus cons
tributing to0 & situation in which the U.S. imperiglists are bogged downr to their
necks, confused Iin strategy, and suffering a tactical crisis. The self-defense
militia and guerrilla forees have shown that they have a great fighting ability
and have scored brilliant feats of arms, and have shown. themselves worthy of
their extremely important strategiec role,
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(4) The self-defense militia and guerrilla. forces, together with the people, have-
éstablished  Amerisan~annihilating belts around American bases. They congtitute.
‘the peoplets warts extremely flexible form of enc¢irclement which has. not. only
gnawed at the enemy's vitality, made him lose his appetite, and disturbed his
sleep, but also positively foiled the U.,S. aggressors! spreading "ink spot"
tacties, and created favorable conditions for the Idheration Armed Foroes to etep
up their actlivities and annihilate the enemy's military forces, .As a result
‘the UiS. aggressors have been ocompelled to asglign an important part of their
military forees to -defensive tasks, and, therefore, have not been able to oone
centrate substantial moblle foroes.

{5) The self-defense militia and: guerrilla forcee, together with the maln~force
units, regional troops, and the peopls, have folled the enemy‘c rural paoification'
plan, The selfwdefense militla and guerrillas forces, together with the people, .
have defeated the U.,S.~puppet company-sized and battalion~sized mopup operations

by armed struggle coupled wilth politieal struggle, and by the three-prontedes
political, military, and military proselyting--offensive. In Jlarge-ascale mopup
operations in which the enemy used dozens of battalions, the self-defense
‘militia and guerrilla foreces, together with the people, fought wvaliantly to

erode the enemy's strength and annihilate him, positively fought the enemy through
political struggle and military proselyting and, at the same time, served as
‘the eyes and ears Tor providing the Liberation Armed Forces with information

about the enemy, cobrdinated combat with the Iiberation Armed Forces, and created
conditions for Liberation Armed Foroesg %o fight blg battles and win great. victories,
In many localities, such as liong An,. Ben Tre, Cu Chi, Quang Nam, Quang Ngai,
and so forth, the self«defense militia forces and regional troope have defeated
brigade-sized and division-sized mopup operations conducted by the Americans

and puppets.

Boing the - baeic-level armed forces which have always olung to the people and

lanc, the self-defenae militia and guerrilla forces have made .a. great contribution
to defeating the U.S.-puppet "rural pacification” scheme, protecting the peopie's
lives and property, protecting production, and preserving the.egonomic and military
poténtlals of the anti-U,5, national salvation resistance, This constitutes an
extremely great achievement of strategle signifloance, because one of the U,S..
imparialists’ strategie objectives is to "paoify the rural areas” and to- bulld

and consolidate the puppet administration in-order to realize their neoucolonialism.

(&) The selradefense militia and guerrilla forces have coordinated with the ‘ :
regular and local forces in attacking and counterattacking the enemy, thus Can
tributing to the protectidr. and :enlargement of. the liberated areas., At the r-
same time, they have Joined the masses of paople in face-to~face political struggle
against the enemy in the rural areas ag well as in- the alties,

In the arcas bordering eneny lines, the selfndefense militia and guerrilla forces
have operated independently or in coordination with the regular and local forcee

In eontinuously attacking the enemy, in strongly attacking the enemy's important
positions, in penetrating deeply enemy lines, in continually aesiating the masses
in cdestroying "strategic hamlets," in winning over the pesople, and in enlarging

the liberated areas. When the enemy attaoked our liberated areas, the selfndefenee
mllitia and guerrilla forces joined the regular and local foroces and theée people

ir lavnching counterattacks during whish they fought the enemy day and night, strove
to wear down or annihilate enemy strength in order to destroy enemy troops merale

and disintegrate enemy military ranks, defeated all enemy attacks, and maintained
the liberated aregs.,
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The selfndefense ‘militia and guerrilla forees have alsgo served as a nucleus for
the movement among the people to fight spies and saboteurs. They have stepped
up antiaireraft defense and the prevention of ensmy bombardment and texic gas
spraying by firing at enemy planes which also carried poigonous chemicals, to

. destroy craps; and by building shelters, trenches, and so forth, in order to

" insure relative security for the people,

In the rural areas as well as 1n the cities, the self«defense militia and guerrilla
forces have effectively coordinated with the masses of people in faceuto-faoe
politieal. struggle against the snemy to force him to give up his attacks on’ our
liberated areas, to pay indemnities for the damage caused by him, and to satisfy

.. the demands for a better life and for democratic rights, Moreover, even in the

prcsent local war the selfw.defense militia and guerrllla forcees continue to have

a major effect in the violent struggles of the people, to assoclate the political
struggle with the armed struggle, to carry out partial uprisings, and to overthrow
the baslc enemy institutlons in. order to win power for the people. In this. respect,
the self-defense mllitia and guerrilla forces have played an increasingly important
role.

{T) Ths self-defense militia and guerrilla forces have, together with the local
rorces and people, built combat ¥1llages and hamlets in the mountainous areas

. and in the delta and formed them into coordinated combat networks in which wvillages
and hamlets are linked to one another and‘have invented many new tacties for
the people's war, .With such networks or eombat villages and hamlets, guerrilla
‘warfare has contributed to creating a broad and continuous offensive position for
us, Relying on combat villages and hamlets, the selfedefense militla and

- guerrilla forces and the regular and local forges and the people can attack and
counterattack .the enemy in order to wear down or destroy his military strength
during his mopup operations and %o defend villages and the peoplets lives, Combat
y1llages and hamlets have hecome specilal fortresses of the people's war; they
have ereated conditions.for our armed forces and people for attacking not only

. enemy -Infantry troops, but also enemy armored vehicles and aireraft,

(8) The self-defense militia and guerrilla forces have joined the local forces

in strongly . attacking enemy rear bases and important routes and in attacking

" the enemy right in the eitles, With creative tactics, the self.defense militia
and guerrilla forees have attacked and destroyed enemy logistic bases, alrfields,
ports, and warehouses, have launched surprise attacks on his firepower bases,
have destroyed enemy military headquarters, ‘have damaged or destroyed important
communication lines, and have stepped up armed activities right in large and
small cities.  These mllitary activities have caused heavy losses to the enemy,
led him. into transportation and supply difficulties, caused the morale of U,S.
and rebel. troops to sink more and more deeply. and forced the enewmy 4o scatter
‘his troope and concentrate his:increagingly. greater ‘military strength on defen-

' eslve tasks, These activities have been a strong support for the political struggle :

,'movement of the. people 1n the. enemy-oontrolled areas, especially in ths ‘eities,

- and have oreated favorable conditions for the liberation troops to destroy the

' ,enemy's important military foroes,
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{9) The militila, selr-défense, and guerrilla forces have used all types of weaponse-
rudimentary and modern--to undermine and annihilate much of the ehemy potential:

With their high fighting determination and their rich experiences acorued during
scores of years of struggle against the PFrench and Japanese, the South Vietnam
militla, self-defense, and guerrilla combatants have fully explcited the power

of primitive weapons, such as sharpened bambro sticks, bamboo antlers, old.model
rifles, and zip guns, with which they have dealt very accurate blows at the U,S,

and puppet troops and obtained very high combat efficiency. Based on the collective,
intellect of the people, the selfedefense and guerrilla combatants have improved
theilr rudimentary weapons, Iinvented new types of pitfalls, -and laid mine and -
. grenade trape very oleverly, sowing panic among the enemy.

~In addibion, the southern militila, self-defense, and guerrilla..combatante have
shown both valor and creativeness during the struggle against the modernly
equipped troops of aggression of the U,S5. imperialists. In many aréas, the
militia, self-defense, and guerrilla combatants have been equipped with modern
or relatively modern weapons inoluding those seilzed from the enemy; they have
used handearried guns and recoilless guns to destroy enemy tanks and armored
eraft; they have used mines to attack enemy helicopters; and they have used
ordinary rifles or light and heavy machinegune to down the enemy helicopters
and jetplanes, DBeocause of their absolute political and spiritual supremacy, -
the Vietnamese militia and self.defense combatants, though having only rudimentary
weapoens, ocan vanguish the U,S5, and puppet troops; once equipped with mcdern
woeapons, they fight even more skillfully and can annihilate many more U.S.

and puppet troops,

{10} The miliftia, self.defense, and guerrilla oombatants in the south have invented
many olever forms and aspects of Cighting peculiar to the guerrilla warfare,

The new development in the wmilitary art is one -of the outstanding characteristics
of the people's war in the south, Based on the wonderftil fighting art of the
Liberation Armed Forces, the self-defense and guerrilla combetants in the south
have relied firmly on the people and, in conjunetion with the people, Iinvented
extremely ereative and unique fighting methods. The characteristic-of these
fighting metheds 18 the association of valor with creativensss and -the use- of

" availlablé equipment and weapons--both primitive and modern--to apply the principle
of employing few to vanquish many and to attack the weakest and most unguarded
points of the enemy in order to inflict extremely heavy lesses onn them,

Due to these fighting methods, the militias in the south have annihilated U.S.

and puppet troops of the squad and platbon size and this has been rather oommon,

In a certain aréa, a small guerrilla team annihllated a whole U,S, company,’

During an antiraid drive, militias destrpyed hundreds ‘of enemy -armored ¥ehioles,

downed their airoraft by scores, and burned miliiecns of iiters of 'gasbline and

thousands of tons of ammunition, Militias have s¢ored numerous’ achieévements “in

annihilating evil agents and the rirgleading reactioraries among the "padification”

teams, destroying the whole of an énemy.batﬁalion'coﬁmand while posta with the

help of the rifth column, combining armed and polftidal struggles, ‘and destroying

many "strategic hamlets" at a stretch and even the enemy oppressive position

right in oities, Because of théese fighting methods, guerrilla warfare has attained
- ever inoreasing combat power,
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As a result of this progress, guerrilla warfare in the: aouth has driven the enemy
into a difficult position and forced him to resist everywhere, Stretched out
thinly, the large enemy armed foroes have become small, and despite ‘their mobille
- means, they have been tied. down, their strength has been worn down, and their
‘morale has become tense, ¥Tnder these olrcumstances, the liberation rorces‘
coneentrated lunits will have more and more opportunities to deal ‘thé enemy strong
“.blows &nd to destroy his- important military forces, Due to this, the more

- troops and weapons the Americans send in to invade the south, the more shameful
defeats they will suffer.,

The people fs war, of which one of the basic. forms is guerrilla warfare, 1s an
extremely mysterious subject for the U.S, imperialists and 1s driving them

orazy, because they are unable to solve the problem of shortage of troops.
According to the estimates of high-ranking U.3. officers, it is necessary to have
a 25 to 1 military superiority in order to be able to cope with the people's

war.  Through its escalation steps and repeated defeats and due to the fact

that he has encountered many difficulties and nurtured 1llusions about the effect
of his weapons and technique, the émemy thought that this ratio could be reduced
‘£to 10 to 1 or 5 to 1 on the basls .of providing additional up~to-~date weapons

and mobile means, However, up to now, the shortage of troops continues to be

.a eritical problem for the Americans. ' '

At present, though the Americans and puppets have more than a million troops, they
5t111 cannot reverse the situatlon that is inereasingly unfavorable for them

and do not know how to drive back the liberation troops, hot to speak of annihilating
the latter, and to subdue the southern people.' The Americans are caught in a
dilemma and do not lmow how many more troope. they must send in to meet the requirve~
~m9ntsm~500,000_0r T00, 000 troops.

- The U.S. aggressors cannot find any fantastic measures to escape from this dilemma
in order to avoid final defeat, becauseé they must cope with an entire people

who are resolutely fighting them and we have the Liberation Armed Forces composed
of .three categories of troops, We have mainsforce units and regional units.
Although fewer than a million men, our main-foree units and regiomal units have
‘a -very great fighting strength. ‘We alse have millions of militiamen and militia-
women who have valiantly and 5killfully killed ‘the enemy. ‘We- also have a
movement to arm all the people, a movement in which all the people flght to kill
the enemy: the 14 millien patriotle southern compatriots are 14 miilion com=
batants, This is the invineible strength of the people's war and of the guera .
rilla warfarej; this ls the certainly victorious strength of the herole southern
.armed forees and people.

(Editor B note'- The concluding portlon of this item was broadcast: by Hanoi at
1330 GMT T April 1967) -

From the aforementicned realities we. ean draw 'the following important oonclusions
l--In our people's anti-UaS. national salvation resistance against the U.8.

“imperlalists? neccolonlalist aggregslve war to liberate the south, guerrilla war
‘plays a very great strategic role,u

Since the mcment our people's revolutionary struggle advanced from political struggle
to a new level--assoplating political struggle with armed struggle and developing

.+ - them into a large people's struggle-through the various phases of, genEral uprisings
o+ .gnd through defeating the’ enemy.a.special.war.and_lnitially deieating his local war--
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guerrilla ‘war on the southern battlefield-has developed strongly and widely and has
‘had an increasingly great stratetie role and effect.- : . _

+

Faced with the new demanas of “the resistanee, ‘southérn’ people are: endeaVoring to step )

up. pcliti al énd armed siruggies and- to step up régylar and guerrilla.wars.: It 1% &;

obvious’ that de\relbping “guerbilla war toan: inéreasitgly high level. is. one. oJ.‘ the main - %
: uur people in bringing the resistancé to final vietory.. The highly.developed &

guerrilla WaP on the' sbutndrn battleTield must fully satisfy the follouing ‘basie
requirements: u :

a--Guerrilla war 1is one of the basic formulas of the revolutionary struggle in our
country, assoc1ating the armed’ struggle ahd politieal struggle of the masses in the

. elosest way, associlating uprisings with revolutionary struggle, carrying out-local
uprisinhs where the enemy is . the weakest, overthrowing his government, :seiging power
for the’ people ‘and developing the offensive power of the revolutionary war’ from rural
to urban areas, thus making important contributions to advancihg the resistance to

" final victory. . .

b—-Guerrilla war is one of ‘the two basic forms of the poople's war in. the military
fisld, It is responsiblc for decimating a large number of enemy units, ‘exterminating
enemy troops by small units, attacking enemy rear bases, eubtinhg his ‘communication
lines, destroying his leading organs, attacking his political and ecOnomic centers,
and attacking the enemy in rural a$ well as urban areas and in theé forests as well as
in the delca and coastal areas, thus forcing enemy troops to fight back everywherc,
exhaustl np their strength, and Nowering ‘their morale.* -

The obJect v of our goufnern peopleis resistance is -the Americ¢an and’ puppet troop '
Along with atvacking the U,5. troops, the guerrilla wat must pay attention to attd.ning
the puppet troops, associatlng combat with military proselyting, exterminating - and
dlsintegrating the pupptt troops, exterminating the leading oollaborators and cruel
agents, and weakening and overthrowing the puppet gove rnment. T L

c--Guerrilla war is responsible for foiling all mopup and pacification plots or the
enemy, thwarting all his plots aimed at destrcying our liberated areas, protecting
the compatriots‘ lives and properties, protecting predustion, defending and - ‘enlarging
the liberated arcas, ahd baslcally defeating one of the important ‘goals: of the. U,S8.
imperialists' neocolonialismi winning over 'the people ‘and consolidating ‘the puppet
force and government thus creating conditions Tor us to: make our political and armed
forces grow constantly bigger and stronger, : -

de==Guerrilla war has the du 3y to collaborate erficlently with the regular wargnd
create conditions for the latéer to develop in itself'., Tt is necessary to take
advantage of the victories of the regular war to.cause the guerrilla and political
struggle movement of pur people to make new steps forward.. The associatlon: between
guerrilla war and regular war is one of the fundamerital laws of the people's war in

our édountry. It has thie effect of stepping up the development of  bodth fhe: arfied . {%
struggle and politieal struggle to the maximum and achieving great victories for "
the revolution. o : - ) ' _G%
. ‘ . ] R . B e s . g

e--(énerally speaking, guerrilla war is responsible for carrying out the task of
wearring out the enemy stravegically, protecting the people's forces, weakening the
puppet forees and government at their very: bases,.contsining and enoircling :the: enemy
"~ forces, forcing them to’ sink increasihgly deeply intd a’ state:. of defense and
‘@1spersion; and geriously weaketiing the: mebilipy and: combativity of the enemy forces,
Guerrilla war dust make 1mportcnt‘contributionb to oonsolidating and developing our .

! 3 -t . \__ i v
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.initistive spirit on all battlefields and stepping up the. continuously offensive

state of the psoplefs war. Cooperating closely and:helping: aaoh other, guerrilla

., war and regular uar and’ ‘armed” struggle ‘ahd: political strugglo have thej decisive_?
. 'effect of leading our people's resiscanoe to final viotory.

ﬁlam-The self-defense ‘m111T14 and guerrilla Terces from a very important strategic force

in the reévelutionary struggle in general as well as-in the armed stopuggle in |
particular in the 1liberation of the south from the rule of the U.8. imperialists and
thelr lackeys. '

n

;o realities of eaeh phsse of the anti~U.S8, nattonal salvation resistance-prove that

1 the’ self-defense militis and guerrilla forces form a very important strategilo force

in the revolutionary struggle in general as well as in the armed struggle in particular.

~.The self-dersnse militia’ force, the guerrilla foroe, and the local force. are the main
‘forces for waglng guerrilla war, : : :

Therefore;‘as the‘NFLSV and the Southern Liberation Armed Forces Command have sdvocated,
to develop the guerrilla war to a higher level and to step up the political and armed
strugglss, in the field of reinforcement of the armed forces one of the main tasks

'obviously 15 to’ build the gelf-defense militia and guerrilla forees into an .
cexceptionally strong and powerful force aloqg with reinforcing the regular and. local
- forces, : e _ . .

a--It 13 necessary to develop the seifudefense militia and guerrilla forces to the

'maximum in the quantitatlve field so that there are .militia members everywhers in the
,t_south Lrom the delta and coastal areas to the forests, mountains, and citles; so that

avery one’ rEgardless of age and sex can participate in the extermination of the enemy.
otrongly developing the mllltia foree in the quantitative fleld is a very important

f:.demand whiech’ the people's war in the south is fully able to Batisfy because our

southern compatriots are very patriotic, strongly hate the enemy, and are united to
struggle to tie ‘end Tor the independence and unification of the- fatherland and
because the southern people's political foree i1s enlarged and reinforeed daily. To

.  reinforcF the militia force, it is nécesmsary to- pay special attention to the imporiant
_iaroas- around the enemy's barrackd, in and around blg cities, airfields, and.the
;.cnemy's logistic bases, ‘along the strategie comminication lines in the important
f‘ooastal arsns. It 1s ndcéessary to keep'a firm control on the militia and guerrilla -

. .forces. ‘ o " - : :

‘p-wAlohg with greatly lnereasing the number of ‘Belf-defense militia and guerrilla

foress, it 18 necessary to consolidate them and improve their quality in all fislds:

c-politieal, ideoclogieal, organizational, technical, tactieal, and equipment. To

"ﬂmprove the quality of mllitiamon: first of all it 1s necessary. to heighten their

"ﬁjpolltlcal and ideological leveéls, I% is necessary to ralse to d high level their
‘patriotism, their hatred for the enemy, and their firm determination to-defeat the U.S.

agsressors and their lackeys, libérate the south, defend the north, and unify the

"fcountry. It is necessary to - develop reveolutionary heroism among militlamen and make

hFroic actions and heroes blossom continuously in the gucrrilla'wsrfare movement .

e .
s P

' o-mIt 18’ necessary Lo furthep improve the militia's. organization BN equlpment. It
18 necessary to consider the réquirsments of. cbnorate»oombat tasks .and- the sltuation
-‘and characteristics of each reglon--the meountains, the- delta;.and “the.. cities--in the

politioal, economie, demogrsphic, topographic, and other flelds to establish a

_;:suitable organizatioh Tor: the militia forge, ‘Ae far @8’ equipment is. ooneerned, 1t is
”‘neoessary to step up the development of 'primitive weapors and -ooritinge’ to improve these

Weapons. At the’ same times we must andoavér to develop” olip oapacity of": supplying the
militia with relatively modéern weapons~=-including. medern weapons’ taken from the ensmy.
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d-~Tt 15 necessary to teach self-defense militiamen and guerrillas revolutionary .
duties and military duties and further improve their fighting ability. Providing
militiamen with military training is a very important task. It is necessary'to
continuously heighten militiamen's technical and tactical levels and develop to the
maximum the best methods for fighting the enemy with-all weapons available. Special
attention must be pald to fighting methods which reguire only a small force to defeat
an enemy, who is more numerous and equipped with more powerful weapons, and inflict
heavy losses on him.

e~--It is necessary to continuously reinforce the body of cadres, It is necessary to
clearly realize the very important role of cadres to achleve the greatest success in
training, improving, and cultivating them and making their body increasingly strong in
number and quality. It is necessary to boldly promote to the ranks of cadres -out-
standing, courageous, and resourceful combatants who have been tested in combat and
who have accumulated many experiences, Speclal attention must be paid to promoting
outstanding militiawomen. It is necesSsary to constantly improve cadres, espacially
basgic cadres, thus enabling them to satisfactorily fulfill all the tasks of leadErship,
command, and unit managementc

feealttention must be paid to recapitulating the experiences of the'progressive cadres
and developing their effects. This task not only influences the development of
guerrilla warfare, but also greatly contributes to further enriching the conteént of
Vietnamese military art.

If a strong and powerful self-defense militia force and a guerrilla force is built and
1f guerrilla warfare is greatly accelerated, as deseribed above, the people'!s war in
the south will have one of the necessary conditions for achievzng complete victory.

B--The great victories of the people’s war in the north against the U.S5. imperialists'
war of destruction demonstrate the very great strategilc role of the self-defense
militia force in the anti-U.S. national salvation resistance. ’

During the past two years our northern troops and people have ‘been defeating the U.S5.
imperialists! war of destruction, waged mainly by their air force and navy, To date
over 1,600 U.S. planes have been downed, many U.S. pilots have ‘been killed or-
captured, and many U.S3. warships have been sunk or damaged. It is true that the

U.S. apggressors have created for us a number of difficulties and inflicted on us some
damage. However, our people have become more and more united and have increasingly
heightencd their firm determination to defend the north, liberate the south, and
advance toward national unification.

Despite development of the war, our people's economie and cultural life has been
stabilized, All produetion activities in the north are being maintained. WNorthern
compatriots continue striving to fulfill the responsibilities of the great rear to the
great front, the south, In these great victories the contributions of the self-defonse
militia foree are very significant. The recent victories of the north are victories

of the peoplels war over the war of destruction of the U.,5. imperialists. In-all’
fields~-~combat, production, the insuring of communieation and transport, serving the.
front, serving as the reserve force, and so forth--the self-defense militia foérce . i
has displayed its rich potential and proved itself worthy of its strategic role in : *
this great revolutlonary undertaking, ‘

{1) Self-defense militlamen have fought courageously to down U¢S planes, aapture

U,8. pllots, . and exterminate enemy raiders. The sueccess of the. eelfadefenae militia- .
men . in downing V.S. planes with infantry rifles is an everlaating meritori |
military service.-
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. The Tirst man on earth who used a rifle to down A modermdhiis Jeb viagia: Vdetninege oo s
self-defense militiaman, This honor embellished the teaddtitn of Heroismad D ot retps: e r
and people, Northern self-defense militiamen have downed over 100 U.S5. planeés of '
various types. Of these 22 were downed by self-defenae militiamen of the Third Military
Zone and 77 by selfe=defense militiamen of. the Fourth Military Zone. 38elf.defense

" militiamen in Quang Binh Province have downed 28 U.8, planes. In the northwestern and
Viet Bac gzones ethnic minority self-defense militiamen have alse downed U,S. planes,

thus positively contributing to the common victories of all the people,

U S, pllots are filled with fear each time they have to make piratical flighte over
the north. If they fly at low altitude they will be fired upon by the self.defense
militiamen. They have complained that "eagh rifle bullet has the same effeect as a
hammerlike blow" at their planes, If they fly at high altitude to avoid the selfa-
défense militiamen®s ring of fire, they cannot hit their targets accurately and ecan -
‘easily o downed by antlaireraft artillery or misgiles.. Thus the mere faet that self-
defense militiamen dare shoot at U.S. planes has the important effect of limiting
destruction by the enemy alr force.

Almost all U.#. pillots who have parachuted to earth In the north have been capbured
alive by se¢ii.-defense militiamen and militiawomen. Militiamen of villages  V and Q
in the Fouri: Military Zone collaborated with regular troops In fighting against
enemy warshipe and capturing alive U. S pilots who parachuted down at sea. The self-
 delenso militiamen's achlevements in extéerminating ensmy rangers are praiseworthy.
211 attacks against enemy rangers have been undertaken by self~defense militiamen

and people's armed policémen. In the Fourth Military Zone militiawoman Ho Thl Duong
captured alive enemy rangers wlth her bare hands. Militiaman Trucng Phap of Quang
Binh Provinece, along with his comrades; fought to his last breath %o defeat the
sabotage plots of a group of enemy rangers who had landed from the sea.

{(2) Self-dsfense militiamen have enthusilastieally served the regular troops in combat:
Self-defense militiamen in various military zones have contributed millions of work-
days to the construction of combat sites for antialocraft artillery, missiles, coastal
batteries, and the bulilding of airfields, warehousts, and so forth. While the regulars
fight against enemy planes and warsiips, gself-defense militiamen andmilltlawomen
Heroically fulfilled the task of transporting ammunition and oleaning guns, and when

- pequired even played the role of artillerymen. Self-defengs militlamen have
enthusiastically helped the regulars esatisfactorily ecarry out the postcombat tasks and
quickly and secretly change the battle site, Self-defense militiamen have made
positive contributions to ®sach faat of arms of the regulars,

~.{3) The self-defense militia forces have. copperated with the peoplefs security forces
in firmly maintaining order and security in localitles: In a situation 1in which

the country is-at war, the maintenance of order and security in localitles 1z very
important, The self-defense militia forces, together with the people's security
forees, have discovered and: represged the reactlonarles in time,  gtepped up the task
_of guarding against sples and countering enemy espicnage and psychologi¢al -warfare,
and made achievements in protecting the party and gevernment, insuring- security for
“the’ people, and maintaining order and aecurity in 1ocalities.

{4)° The self-defense militia forces- have made" great achievementa in- fulfilling the
" peopleis air defense task: We must: alearly realize that oum peoplé have ‘been
. gucoesslful in countering the V.3, aggressors'! war of destruction:because our: -armed
. fopees have vigorously fought the enemy and because our people’s air defense task has
bean fulfilled,  Falfillmewt -of the peoplets-air. defense: task hak:besn of great
significance ih protecting the: people'a lives’ and propertyiand: in keeping losses at
‘a minimum, The self-defense militia foreces are mainly the core forees for rulfilling
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the people's air defense task, The gelf-defense militiamen and militiawomen have
fulfilled the task- of gpotting enemy aircraft, soullding alerts, and digging trenches
and pits°

Throughout the north there are now thousands of kilometers of. communications trenches
and tens of millione of other. trenches and pits of various types. The militiamen
‘and militiawomen have discovered :and disarmed enemy bombs and shells and takén the lead M
in réscuing victims and protecting the goods and warehouses of the state and . the

people. It can be sald that our people's air defense task has been satisfactorily

‘fulfilled hecause of the presence of the self-defense militila forces, -which are used

as the core forces. : :

~{5) The self-defense militia forces have greatly contributed to insuring communications
and transportation: The self-defense militia forees have valiantly fought to protect
bridges and roads, deactivdate timebombs, fill bomb craters, build detours, camouflage
vehicles, save vehicles and goods, build an-illumination system for ailr raid defense
along lines of communication, unload and transport goods, and so forth. As a result,

we have not wasted manpower and materiel and we have constantly insured good
communications and transport. The self-defense militia- forces have accumulated many
experiences in the perfornace of combat and other tasks.

Many localities have organized militia units to perform the engineering task of
saving and repairing bridges and roads..  In some locallities the militia forees have
by themselves built 20-meter-long bridges.: Some localities have alse extencively
trained the ‘people in engineering techniques. :

(6) The self-defense militia forces‘are the core forces in the movement to build
combat villages: To satisfactorily build combat villages many problems must e
solved, One of the most important of these problems is that of having strong self=
defense militia forces., Under the  leadership of the village. party chapter and relying
on cooperatives, self-defense militiamen in-various leealities have engaged in study
to heighten their political, ideological technical, and tactical understanding and
" combat preparednessn

In various provinces, including Thatih Hoa, Halphong, and Hung Yen, the self-defense
militia forces, combining. economy with national defense, have Joined the people in
-medifying the terrain, building combat fortificattons, planting millions of c¢lusters
of bamboo and evergreen trees, and digging irrigation canals in.accordance with each
locality's combat projects and socilalist: rural construction plans, . These achievee
ments are of great military significance, because combat villages are a unique form
of people's war in our country.. Combat villages are not-only important for opposing
the war of destruction but.alse for: making preparations te counter the enemy's '

limited war., e :

(7} The self-defense_militia forces are the shock forces in production and-the
congolidation of cooperatives: = From the outset some localities have: heen afraid that -
‘the -building . of selfadefense militia forees and combat villages, which requirea a great

. amount of manpower and material, would affect production.. This- is not trues:. The _
localities which have good chi bo and strong self-defense militia forces have high 1
~révolutionary viger. ‘These locallties have not only sueceeded: in building strong,

steady. combat.villages, but. they have also been.able: to, increase prodUc'io and
-”roonaolidate cooperatives.: : Co -

The moat difricult and complicated production tasksﬂbave been voluntﬂ
by’ selfedefense mil_itiamen, Se1r-defense militi.amen

lfilled
'--mprovingw
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cooperative management and have taken the lead in caring for ricefields, improving
techniques, insuring intensive cultivation, inorensing output, and so forth.

Almost all thé good self-defense militia combatants are at ‘the same'time good in
production., The slogans "Hammer in one -hand, rifle in the other" and "Flow in one

* hand; rifle in the other" show the very importent poaition or the selr-derense militia
" forces on these two rronts. :

(8) The self-defense militla forces have satisractorily fulfilled the role of the

. reserve force, Under the leadership of our perty and forged through realistic combat
- and productlon, the self-defensc militla forces have matured swirtly and ateadily,

saticifactorily fulfilled the task of the reserve force, provided the frontline with

replac:ments, and created every favorable oondition for the expansion and development
of main-force units,

We have always had strong reserve forces without having to mobilize many people and
take them away from production. These forces conslst mainly of the large pelf=
‘defense militia forces. They have fulfrilled the requirement of providing all

" battlefields with whatever men or armed sarviece personnel are required Irf the
battlefrields need combatants they will have combatants, and 1f they: rieed cadres they
will have cadres, especially at the basic level., .Never before have our armed forces
had guch favorable condlitions for. swirtly expending and developing.

. The self-deiense militia forces 1n all military regions have a great number of
combatants who have been trained to become gunners of various types and comrade: uio

- éxeel in the usée of engineering techniques and cvan be used as. on-the-spot replacements.
‘in various antlaircraft units, Many militiamen have directly engaged in fighting
aireraft in Quang Blnh, Vinh Linh, Ham Rong, Nam Ha, and elsevhere and have acquired

. great experience in using modern weapons, This 18 an inexhauetible source of replace~
ment or combatants and ocadres in our armed foroes. : :

As a result of the outstanding achievemente of “the self-derenee militia forces, we
can clearly see. that the relf.defense milit1n forces have very great latent
-capabilitlies in varilous fields, not only for the fulfillment of the immediate task
‘of countering the war of destrustion but also for.frustrating all aggressive plots of
- the U,S. aggressors, including. cny rash attempt of “the latter to expand the limited
war to the northern part of our country.-‘We have guch’ & valuable self.defense militia
forcé because we have a hereie‘party and péople and the. correct creative lines of-
. +people's war,., The outstanding. achievemente of easoh ‘well~developed and strong self-

' deferise militia unit result froém the leadership of . party committees. and chapters of
all echalons at the basic level and from the people's whelehearted assistance and
.care, :

'1n ehort, we can conolude- _The aelf-defense militia foroes have played an extremely
- important strategic role in the great antia-U.8, national salvation struggle of our
‘people, In assessing this role. we use as a babig the ‘suceesses of self-defense

" militia foroes .in.the aotual war in both the: south and north and -the Marxist military

... lines of our. party, the nature of. people's waT ;- ‘the vlews of: our party on the role
'l°f the messes in the evelution of hietory, and the cheracteristioe of people’s war
in our oountry.

fﬁ;w‘We must oorreotly realize the atrategic role or the self-defense militia foroes,
[1understand more. theroughly the taek, method - of erganizatien, and; trend of building of .
. the- self—defense militia forees, and’ inoessantly heighten our eenee of reepousibility o
© .and:.our. etruggle dn. prder to bulld. the selfdefensa. militia ‘foroes into an: ' '

1ﬂ§rﬁﬂﬂ§ﬂﬁlw mnture gpd gtrpns armed forces 56 as: to meet the new requirements of
an i—U Bg natienal aqlvntion atruggle._“ : RTINS
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Part III

Endeavor to make the self-defensaumilitia_forces-remarkably strong to meet the ever
higher demands of ‘the ant1-U,S, national salvation struggle.

OQur people's anti-U.Sa(nationalfsalvstion fesigtance war ig goilng through a violent
stape. The U,S., aggréssors, who have experienced bitter military setbacks and are
seriously isolated in the political arena, are frantically striving to-accelerate
their war of aggression in the hope of eventually reaching a turning point and

concluding the war to their advantage, and at the same time to establish conditlons for
protracting and enlarging the war if this is necessary. '

They continue_to'supply.troops, weapons, and métepiel to the South Vietnamese battle-
field, pletting to raise. the total number of U,8, expeditionary troops to 500,030 or
mors thig year. They are waging the second "stratogic offensive” and keep implementing
thesy old schemes with more. ruthless and perfldious tricks. Following heavy defeats
‘4n uhe previous dry.season, they are striving to imprové their plans of action, to
soordinate. more closoly their "eearch-and-destroy" operations, and to launch attacks:
o1 oUr bases along with impleménting their "pacification’ and pecple.herding.program

im lmportant areas., They are using most of the U,S. troops In large-scale operations
and relegating a great portion of rebel troops wnosé morale is low to the "pacification”
role. They are striving to attack our pasic people's organizations, our basie ' '
organizations In the rear, and usé aireraft to bomb, strafe, and spray polsonous
chemicals more ruthlessly, '

I% is clear that the neocolonialism of the U.S5. imperialists is the most ruthless

and reactionary form of imperialism. On the South Vietnamese battlefield the U,S5.
imperialists are exposing themselves as the most stubborn and bloodthirsty international
gendarme of the present era, However, the more they increase troops and the.more
‘strongly they step up the war of aggression,’ tho more shameful their defeats will be.

The recent U.S, military operations aimed at “searching and destroying" " our foreées

or attacking our bases have failed. They have boen unable to eliminate the liberation
‘troops' strength and {7recover)} our bases; on the contrary, they have been dealt
deadly blows by the South Vietnamese armed forces and people.  Many UsS, companies,

" pattalions, and even brigedes have been destroyed. The major victories ‘of liberation
tpoops in Tay Ninh, Binh Dinh, and Quang Ngal, in the high plateaus, in the Tri.

' Thien zone, and so forth, testify to this. The "sacification" plan of the U.S, _
imperialists and lackeys nas falled repeatedly. They have beén unable to impleméent
their plot to ‘control .and oppress the poople. ‘Bagically, our liverated areas have
been maintained and-someé of them havé-beeﬂ'cdntihuéllynenlérged. B

The bwo main fronts of the Americans, the "search-and-destroy" and “rural pacification”
fronts, have sontinually gone bankrupt,: The more they ifierease their troops in
Soutthietnam._theﬁheavier'thair 1o55¢g;wi111bé,'the!10war the rebel troops! .morals
will beceme, and the more .confused the situatior of the rebel authorities will be. o

The cities under their control -oannot be stabilized, thelr important routes are

continually being: cut, and their major Bases are continually being attagkenggThe,] -_
”—U.S;£1Mperialists-havé become. bogged ‘down more and more deeply into the mireof ‘the:.
“ people’s war in-South Vietnam. . - ol oTo o ERRRUP LR

jIn-sﬁdh"a-situatiOn.thejﬁ.S.:imperiéiiﬁts will frenziedly abtack the northy8ve
though their war-escalation acts are despised and ¢ondemned[Byrﬁh¢ i 4]

" {noluding. the progressive American people,  They will furﬁhéﬁ“acéh@hxa# s

[
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violent manner the war of destruction. They will use their air force to attack

mbre,st?ohély_ohr commimication’ and transportation 1inés, -our -industrial zones, ..

our ifriggtionjpfbjebts‘anﬁ“ﬂhms and dikes, populated aréas, and politipal and ..

~ economic centers, They will use their navy to strengthen their sca blockade and
bombard our ceastal areas, They are attempting to use their infantry to launch
adventurous raids on thé northern side’ of the 17th parallel. g

Aloag with their military acts the Americans continue to use the "peace negotiation"

smokesc¢reen to fool the American people and the world's peoples and cover up their

datk designs. Iike a seriously wounded wild beast, the U.3. imperialists are
gyrating furiouély and hopelessly before breathing their last breath..

Our army and people must aluays be vigilant, heighten their revolutiomary vigilance,
and be desply aware of ihe nature of the enemy and his schames. - We must strengthen
the spirit of steady determination to fight and win under .all circumstances, develop
our efforts to a high degree, be resolved to foil all new schemes of the U.S,
imperiaiists,‘and'strivé for ‘ever greater achievements. - - . -

inder all eireumstahces our people are resolved to respond at all costs to President
Ho's appeal: "For the sake of the fatherland's independance and of responsibility to
the peoples Jho aré struggling against U.3. imperialism, ali of our people and
soldiers are united and of the same mind, unafrald of sacrifices and hardships, and
resolved to fight until complete victory."

tn ébnﬁectibn with this expression of determlnation our armed forces must perform
the following immediate tasks: 1) endeavor to defeat the U.S. imperialists' war of

destruction, defeat their air and navy forces, protect socialist North Vietnam, anc
achieve greater vietories; 2) wholeheartédly support the Iiberation struggle of the
southern compatriots; %) be prepared in all fields and be ready to deal the U.S.
aggréssors lightuing sounterblows if they dare to expand the limited war to the north;
and y) p051t1V91y.participate in building soeialism according to the new situation

and Jjoin the people in bullding the north and making it inereasingly strong and steady
and worthy of being the revolutionary base for the entire c¢ountry and ‘the large rear
for the large frontline of South Vietnam., = ' o

Gur tasks are very difficult but also very glorious, To fulfill these historic tasks,
‘we must strive to build our herole peopleis armed forces into a very strong army so
that it will fight very well and achieve victories in all battles and be capable of
defeating all enemies; ineluding the U.3, imperialists. - :

‘Wé must endeavor to build our armed forces into a strong army that ineludes strong
and:mobilerregular forces,‘strong'local forces.capablelof engaging in ‘major battles
. in locallties, and strong national self-defense militia forces. SR

% wish to point out here the need to make the self.defensé militia forees remarkably

- strong ‘to mest the ever higher demands of the anti.U.8. nattonal salvation .struggle.

To mike the séiffdefensé militia forces strong and widespread is‘a very impottant task
' for strengthening: the armed forces and consolidating.North Vietnam, This 18 because

the self-defense militia forces ard one of the three categoridés-of” troops formed
along the-partyis military 1line and, moreover, because under the pracﬁical conditions
o modern. warge-the presént wdr of destruction ad:well as the limited.war which the
enemy~might"pfovoke'jh%%he?fuxuré;ktheré 18 ng’ lgnger a-marked difference bétween the
frontline and*%hé"nadn;éhdﬁm6b£iiza%1bﬁ“@fhxhef950919,to~partiéipage im: the ‘fighting
ig leading to new demands for killing the-enemy‘9h£$héﬁfp9nt;;n@}§n¢{atﬁthe1same'time
protecting our large rear.,. For this reason it is very-necegsary to make the self-

E qerénse“miiitiﬁ forceﬁ?st?adyiandistrongy‘-fﬁ?r’ T T O PR RS P
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Mereover, from the comprehensive national defense viewpoint a well-organized and
strong armed force must always go along with a steady and strong economy and a rear
rich in human strength and wealth. Therefore, if we are to maintain the law of
equilibrium between concentrated armed forces and the potentials of human strength
and wealth of the country, we must endeavor to develop the self-defense militia
forces so as to make these production-adhering armed forces larger numerically and of
higher quality.

In the present situation in the north, we are fighting the U,.S. aggressors! air and
navy forces and are not fighting enemy infantry troops. We have a pretty large
permanent army, but we do not now need a large permanent army. For this reason, we
must take great care to build the self-defense militia foreces which will make it
possible for us to make adeguate preparations to resist the enemy's limited war and
to achieve success in our national defense and economic building tasks,

Therefore, building and making tht self-defense militia forces stronger is one of the
most important measures for making North Vietnam steady and strong in all fields and
for satisfactorily associating military demands with economic demands. Our party’'s
line is the people's war line. North Vietnam is not large and has a population of
about 17 million. So we must be deeply aware of the impottance of building selfw
defense militia forces,

Can we build an outstandingly strong and large self-defense militia force? We are
entirely able to do s6 because we have many new favorable conditions. They are:

a~-~0ur people's high patriotism and profound love for socialism: After more than

12 years of reform and socialist construction, North Vietnam has made great strides.
The laboring people have really become masters .of the country. Political and
spiritual unanimity among-GUr'people is firmer and steadier than ever before. Our
beautiful social system is educating each-worker, collective peasant, .intellectual
laborer, and all other citizens of all ages and of both sexes to develop: high
patriotism and profound love for socialism. The people's tradition of - irdomitable
struggle and the revolutionary heroism which our party is developing to a high degree
are training millions of new men ready to kill the enemy and sacrifice everything for
the independence ‘and reunification of the fatherland and for socialism, and are creating
a new militant strength, S

b-~New possibilities for improvement of equipment: Our self-defense militia forees
once fought and vanquished the enemy with rudimentary weapons. In the future,
rudimentary weapons will dontinue to be a very important. trend in equipment for the
self-defense militia forces.  But this does not mean that we will not endeavor to
improve the weapons of the self-defense militia forees. ‘Today, North Vietnamis
material and technical bases are more developed compared with the past, and i1tk local
economy 1s becoming increasingly firm and strong. This new condition permits us to
improve the wcapons of the armed forces and. to provide these forces, ineluding the
self~defense militia forces, with better weapons than before,  The fact that the self.
defense militia forces have high political and ideological standards and are equipped
with good weapons will make. it impossible for any enemy to defeat. them.

c--New posaibilities in ‘the art of fighting the énemy' In the anti-U, S, nat nal e
_salvation resistance war olur people's patriotic armed forces in the south as . well as in
the north have further developed experiences in fighting the enemy and applied“tactics"
very skillfully and creatively. - LR ‘

. Today on the South Vietnamese battlefield not only the regular rorcesubutw o.the :
lTocal forces and militia units are in a better position to wear down and annihilate B

{.
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V.5, and rebel troops, to attack their mechanized units, torehobt. dbims EHELT alpa i e
eraft, to launch raids on their airrields, to destroy their installations and

logistic bases, to cut communications lines, and to attack citles to destroy the

enemy's 1eading organs, )

In the ¥orth Vietnamese theater not only the regular forces but also the local forces
‘and militia units are capable of downing the enemy's supersonic jetplanes, protecting
targets and roads anhd bridges, and annihilating enemy rangers. Not only are the
self-defense militia forces skillfully using rudimentary weapons, but they know how
‘to handle a number of modern weapons satiefactorily.  Their technical and tactical
standards are much higher., :

* The new; very important developments in Vietnamese military art, which have combined

'great herséism with creativeness, have helped our armed forces to know not only how
to concentrate their Btrength on destroying the enemy but also how to use a limited

_ number of troops to fight and defeat a large, strong, and fully equipped enemy unit,
‘inflicting heavy losses and casualties on the eénemy., These men, outstanding develop~
_ments, along with the improvement of squipment, are operning new possibilities for

the selr-defense militia forces, possibilities which will make them an armed force

with ar immeasurably great and strong militant strength.

de«0ur party's correct and creative leadership: Our party has & correct and creative
military 1line and many rich and unique experilences. Our party leadership from ‘central
to basie chi bo levels i the surest and most decisive guids to (make) pelf~defense
militia forces grow in an outstanding manner., 'In almost all hamlets, villages, and
factories, construction and forest exploitation sites, and state farms in the north
‘there are now steady, strong party organizations serving as staff. In all rural

areas there are cooperatives supporting the armed forces at the basic level,

Only when basic party organizations understand and resolutely implement the party
Central Committee's policies will we be able two carry out the following slogan with
its full meaning according to the new requirements: "Each cltizen is an enemy-
killing c¢ombatant, each house 1s a combat cell, each village or factory is a fortress,
each chi bo is a leader on the anti-U.S. national salvation front." Once this slogan
is implemented it is certain that we will score greater achievements in resisting the
present war of destruction of the enemy and make good preparations for resisting a
limited war in the ruture if the U.S. imperialists dare gend infantry troope to attack
North Vietnam,

Dear comrades, our party advocates the building of strong self-defense militia. forces

“'in quantity and quality at all costs. Quantity and quality are closely related and

must be given great attention to transform the pelf-defense militia foroes into strong

" and wideepread armed forces with a firm political quality. good righting strength,
“and a high degree of combat readiness.

We must attract the masses into combat ‘organizations and Anto supporting combat in
glocalities, thus making the self-defense militia foroes fully acquire a “widespread .mass
" charTacter, Attention must be paid to attracting more and more women into the ranks

of the ‘self-defense militia forces, hecause the women or our oountry make up hall the

-population and’ po#sess a high ravolutionary spirit and a tradition ur rulrilling their

national and household tasks, :

While inereasing the number of gelfidefense militia forces it 1s necessary to hold

L firm to the reguirements for strengthening them and raising their quality, to bulld .

tha Belf-defense militia fotees! positions and to ooncentrate leddership in important
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. areas, It 1s necessary to base ourselves on the characteristics of each area!

rural area. or city, mountain and jungle area or delta, coastal area or area along
lines of communications, area close to critical peints or in the rear, and. elsewhere
in order to achieve concrete and appropriate building, especially with regard to
organization, equipment, and training. ' )

.To raise the quality of the self-defense militia forces we must thoroughly understand
. the basic princlples regarding the poliey of our party of building all armed forcés,
which 15 to consider political and ideological development as the base. It is
necessary to strengthen political education and to make all cadres and combatants fully
consclous of the new situation and tasks and the determination of all our party and
people to fight and defeat the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys 4in all forms of
their war of aggression, It is necessary to vigorously develop love for country and
socialism, to increase hatred, and to bulld a very high spirit of determination to
fight and win. It.1s necessary 4o mobilize the self-defense militia forces to strive
to learn from the valiant examples of the heroic units and heroes of our people's
armed forcesg, to develop efforts to struggle on all combat and production ffOnts, and
" to resolutely do thelr utmost to satisfactorily fulfill the most difficult tasks.

Along with political and ideological development, it-is necessary for self-defense
-militia forees to acgquire an appropriate organizational system and an increasingly
improvesi equipment system. At present self-defense militia forces are organized
according to village, enterprise, and street. This is appropriate. However, they
must also be based ¢én the combat tasks, conditions, and characteristics of each
lbcality and equipment capabilities in. order to move a step forward to determlne

-the organizational system in a concrete manner.

With rzgard te equipment the general trend is still to pay great aticmtion to
developing vudimentary weapons, and at the same time to gradually cqu p the self-
defense militia forces with a number of. modern or relatively modern weapOns, especially
in eritical arcas.

Each locality must make a concrete study of how to equip the self-defense militia
forces in the task of countering the war of aggression to enable them to fulfill various
tasks in various areas such as shooting at enemy aircraft, protecting coastal areas,
attacking enemy commandos, attacking enemy raiders, insuring communications and
trapnsportation, and so forth, and how to equip the self-defense militia forces for the
task of preparing to counter the limited war to enable them to successfully attack the
enemy's infantry and mechanized units and so forth,

Therefore, we must.base oursélves on the concrete objectives and combat task of each
locality and on our equipment capabilities to determine the rational equipment of
gelf-defense militia foreces,

Special attention must be paid to military training and to training self-defense
militiamen so that they can fight well, Knowing how to fight well is a matter of. great
importance. Therefore we must pay special attention to providing“militarw:t;aining

for self-defense militiamen. 8o far remarkable progress has .been made in the -
performance of this task, especially in the technical fleld....Yet, ghnerai ppeaking,
the content of training still has falled to fully develop the combat eapab ty of
the self-~defense force and to emnable all self-defense. militiamen 1o firmly grasp
fighting methods. .

. In the_days ghead it is necessary7for.responsiblé agendies“anq;lbading3ﬁi Ttary and.
‘administrative officials to extensively study the problem, and,,onhthe;bgiis_pf*our*jf
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military line and military thinking, combat objectives, actual organizational
conditions of the gself.defense militia rorece and its equipment, terrain conditions,
and so forth, to determine the gontent of military training and to raise further the
quality of military training.. The recapitulation and dissemipation of @he combat.
experiences acquired by the self-defense militia fqices in both parts of the country.

must be regarded as an importaht matter, o

To satisfactorily carry out these tasks it is necessary to firmly grasp the importance
ol training and improving padreﬁ-anﬂ to unoceasingly improve 1eading and directing
organs t6 insure that all localities have cadres and organs which steadfastly.lead and

~ direct military training. Bold steps must be taken to admit into cadre corps brother
and sister members of the self-defonse militia foérce who have been tested., Efforts
must be made to improve cadres and Ehow them how to exert leadership and direct and

manage the.forqes_and'weapbns in their respective localities and units.

It is necessary to insure that military organs at the basle level are properly
organized and at the same time capabla of fulfilliing their responsibility to assist
party oommittees in satisfaotorily leading the performance of the military task,
motilizing all the people to fight the aggréssors, and satisfactorily guiding the .
"gelf.defense militia movement. On the basis Of building the self-defense militia
forces so that they develop in an outstanding manner, it 1s necessary for us to
oonéentrate‘QII efforts on carrying out rfully the following conorete %task.

Ao satisfactoriiy carry out_the‘task of opposing the war of destruction and score
- many blgger suocerses, - Opposing the war of destruction involves many important
* tasks ruch as shooting at enemy airoraft, conducting people's air defense, countering
" the wnemy's shelling of our cpastal areas, -countering enemy ralds, opposing.
" esplonage warfare, opposing psychelogical warfare, annihilating enemy rangers, -
- 4nsuring communicatioris and transport, protecting irrigation dame and dikes, and s0
forth,’ h ' ' : -

": We must ofganize ‘the self-defense militia unite so ﬁhat they firé more effectively

at enemy mi.craft, It 1s necessary to fight the tendency to slight. the efficleney
©_and achievenents of brothar and sigter members of the self.defense militia force in
shooting at enemy aircraft. This tendenoy ia highly incorrect and 1is contrary to

. the party's pecple's war viewpoint and to the actual situation,

ifxfforts must"bé exerted to recapitulate the valuable sxperisnces acquired by selfw.
__dqfehse m414tdia units which have shot down enemy aircraft, to improve antiaireraft
rire, and to raise the ocombat quality of ‘the golf-defensge militis cells on duty. On
this basis 1t 1s necessary to maintain only an adequate number -of militia members
on duty.  In .so doing we can save manpowsr and at the same time achieve good results,
'reohle's air defense must be furthgf strengthened, Recently many localitiles .
‘satisfagtorily performed. the air-defense task. ' Yet a number of localities failed to
conduct air defense satisfactorily, and 90 ‘percent,of the casualties sufféered by
these localities wére found to have scoubred outside shelters., In addition to making

. -observations, sounding the alarm, and aiding compatriote in making initial dispersion,

it'1s”neqegqary‘to»ﬁsQAgxperiehoga_regulaply gh@_to ¢1psém;ngtm among the: people the
best methods of takinghppeoautionaryumdasurea-againnt and. evading enemy air raids.
In particular, 1t is necessary to d;s_more'qhq;tqya._foanles,_and communications

" tréenches. -

" “In'insuring éommunioations and transport it 5 1§pfﬁ§b§§ﬁ§rﬁ'tbjd¢§§lb? initiatives,
“patse, the organizational level, use manpouer an -material power rationally, and save
5% misH humén and mdterial resources as possible, . - . ‘ L
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B==To closely coordinate the task of opposing the war of destruction with the task
of preparing ourselves for oppoeing a limited war,

Preparing ourselves for opposing a limited war is an important task of all our

party, people, and army, By satisfactorily opposing the enemy's war of destruction
we can create favorable conditions for preparing ourselves for defeating all
adventurous acts pf the U,S, aggressors, including a situation in vhich they daringly
use Lu~irf infantry ‘to attack the north, Therefore, it is riecessary for us to closely
cocrdinate the immediagte fighting task with the task of making preparations for
protracting combat which is entrusted to the armed forces in general and to the self.
defenze militia forees in particular, While concentrating leadership on opposing

the enemy's war of destruection, all localities must work out. plans for organizing
defense and fighting against the enemy on the ground in accordance with the policy
and intentions of superiors. _ o : : :

It is ngéessary to prepare local troops and melf-defense militia in all fields and
make them ready %o collaborate with regulars to defeat enemy troops on the mainland
from the very beginning. Tt is necessary to work out a plan for developing these
preparatory tasks, for determining what tasks must be- fulrilled immediately, what
tasks must be carried out only after careful preparations to correctly enforce the
policy of associating the cconomy with military aspects and tombat with production.

C--It is necessary to satisfactorily carry out the task of setting up a reserve

force so that, when required, the regular force can be supplemented quickly.  To

do s0 it 1s necessary to keep a firm hold on the guerrilly and self-defense militia
forces. It 1s necessary te step up the three-readiness movement among youths and the
three-responsibility movement among women, It is' necessary to realize that widespread
military training for militiamen iz aimed not only at training militiamen in how

to fight and defend their villages and hdmlets, but also at training them to £ill the
regular force. ' ' ' '

It is necessary to intensify the political education and military training ot
guerrillas and self-defense militiamen so that they will reach a firm political lewvel,
have good military knowledge, good health, and be: prepared to fulfill their duties

on the front, On the other hand, we must alsc mobilize the peopls to fully enforce
the party and government policy toward families whose children have bheen draftfed and .
the families of wounded soldiers and dead heroes in order to put the soldiers' minds
at ease while they are fighting the enemy, '

D--TIt is neceésary to Strongly_develop the self-defense militia force's role as g
shock force on the production front,

Our antiéU.S.'nationailsalyation résistance'is‘being undertaken while the north is
pursuing its socialist construction. ' That is why 1t is necessary to thoroughly under-
stand the party policy of'closelylaéaociating the economy with the military ahd

combat with production., Since the war is entering 'a fierce phase more difficulties
will be encountered i production, R IEREET

We must strongly encourage the selfless labor Spirit of all the people and thoroughly
develop the self-defense militia's role as a shock force on the production'froht.
Self-defense militiamen and militiawomen must volunteer for duty in dangersus areas,
work with a high sense or responsibility, and achieve the‘highest“output“toieﬁéourage
the majority of compatriots to follow suit. We must treagure the productich ashivves
ments by self-defense militiamen in the anti-U.S, national salvationitagk, <" e
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E--It is necessary to further accelerate the task of building combat\villages. ) o
This 1s a very important ‘tagk, because combat villages are firm fortrcsses, linked R
’ battlegrouuds for the peoplé's war ‘in dur country. Their building must satisfy tﬁe
requirenents of the struggle against ‘the war of destruction, insure EO0 preparations
/for the struggle’ against -loeal war, and irnsure productlon in each locality under all
cirecumstances. Combat villages must become the battleground for the attack and
defense of all three categories of troops, and at the same time for support for the
people s0 that they can cling to their hamlets and carry out production -aven whille
_fierce fighting 1s being waged N
The building 6f eombat Villages i in many- respects an arduous struggle. It is
necessary tohave fouregood party branches, a firm and strong: political -foree of the
masses, & powerful body of self-defense militiamen, and a plan for developing the
"t opographic situation and’ combat projéects. We must consider -the. correct situatiOn,
duties, and characteristics of each area in: working out a plan for building: suitabie
combat villages, building them step by-step, and determining what taske must be
carried out immedlately and what tasks can be- postponed to satisfactorily relate
military requirements to production requirements.

Recently variotus military zones have led the bullding of combat villages and have
achieved initial results. -~ In thé future they must make greater efforts. At this
_coriference- you’ comrades have recalled some¢ valuable experiences. The method of
classifying combat villages, as set forth by the military zone, is.an important
innovation, -

Comrades, your conference has the objective of recapitulating local military tasks,
including leadérship and command of the local force and gelf-defense militia force.?
You comrades have correctly noted that leadership over local military tasks must not
.separate the lccal force from the- self defense militia force.
‘At present in the north of our. country each province is: a large economic unit, -
embracing both agriculture and local industry; with a population of hundreds. of
thousands of people, or more or less & million people or (feven): 2 million people.
Each province has important military tasks and an armed force which is much bigger
,,and more powerful than before, embracing both the local foree and the selfw defense
militia foree, thus how each province in the north of our country produces and fights
is a Very big problem. ! : : ‘ :

Here T wish to stress the leading role of various party committees,. from province down
to basic level, especially the role’ of provinclal committees and party branches, in
local mii¥tary tasks.” Provincial party committees must keep a firm hold on military
tasks and delve more deeply into the task of studying and thoroughly understanding

the party's military line so that our party's leadership of the war can achieve
inecreasingly great vietories. - Leadership of local'military tasks requires a . firm grasp
" ‘of local characterifties, creative application of the party's military line, drawing

. up of a practical plan for cdombat and for building the armed forece now.and in the
future, and the drafting of a plan for closely relating the struggle against the war
of destruction to preparations for the struggle ‘againat the looal war and for

. satisfactorily relating the military tasks to production tasks, and so forth.

.LiIt is necessary to know how {o closely associate various branches and organizations
,_.to fulfill the military tasks set forth by the party. It is nEcessary to know how
_ﬂgto mobtlize the masses and their organizations to participate in. combat and reeall
experiences in time to advance military taeks.. “Provincial party Eémmittees must
heighten their sense of responsibility and develop their rol®s @s staff to local
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military organs to satisfactorily fulfill the aforementioned tasks. District party
committees must closely follow the basic party committees iIn order to supervise them
and help them thoroughly understand and fully apply the decisions of superiors on
military tasks.

Basilc party committees responsible for directly léading production and combat are in
charge of leading and uniting the masses in undertaking the people's war and building

the people's armed forces in €ach locality and basic¢ unit. Only through satisfactory
leadershlp over military tasks can basic party committees insure that the power of

the party's military line is developed to a high degree, Therefore, basic party
committees, especially chi bo, must thoroughly understand the situation of the .
revolutionary and military tasks of the party and must be aware of the U,S. imperialists'
wlicked plots and of the great military and economie¢ potentials of their localities.

They muet strive to lead various branches and organizations in satisfactorily

fulfilling all milltary tasks entrusted to them by the party,

Comrades, for more than 20 years in each stage of advance of the revolution, the self-
defense militia forces havé always fulfilled their duty as an army which has fought
well, carried out production and other tasks satisfactorily, and deserved to be an
important strategilc forece in the révolutionary and armed struggles in our country.

On this occasion I ask you comrades to convey to 'all men and ‘women members of the selfw
defense militia forces the friendly "determination to win" salutations from the party
Central Committee and the Supreme Military Council.

The more self-defense militiamen and militiawomen members take pride in their glorious
‘achievements, the more they must be grateful -to the party and the people for having
taken pains to educate, train, feed, and improve them.. They must be fully consclous
of their great and honorable responsibility to the hiatoric-anti-Uisf national
salvation struggle and must endéavor to seriously follow President 'Ho'!s advice: 'Be
loyal to the party, faithful to the people, and prepared to 'make sacrifices and to
_fight for the independence and unification of ‘the fatherland and ror socialism.
Fulfill any task, overcome any difficulty, and. defeat any enemy,

Also on this ocecasion all of us convey to the southern compatriots and the South
Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces, including the self-defense: militia units, our.
salutatlions of determination to fight to defeat the U.3. aggressors. - 'We have the
strength of militant solidarity of 31 million compatriote from North to South Vietnam.
' We have the wide and strong sympathy and support of brotherly socialist countries and
the progressive people throughout the world. We will certainly be victorious. The
U,s. imperialists will c'ertainly be defeated. :

I hope that you all will enthusiastically move forward, be brave and courageous and

" e¢reative in combat and production, and accomplish more glorious feats of arms .in. order.
to further enrich the- glorious tradition of the heroic Vietnam self-defense militia
forces. ‘ . : )






