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EXCERPTS OF GEN. GIAP ARTICLE IN JAN. HOC TAP
Hanol VNA International Service in English 1634 GHT 31 January 1966--B

{Text) Hanol, 31 Januvary--From 25,000 men by the end of 1964, the U.5. expeditionary
corps. was brought to 190,000 men at the close of 1965 (Johnson's message to the
American Congress), not including the troops supplied by the satellite countries

or units of the Seventh Fleet participating in the war against Vietnam.

It fights together with over half a million puppet troops.” Meanwhile, the war of
escglation ngainst the DRV has taken a dangerous turn. What will the situatlon
and the war be like in Vietnam? 1In an article published in the January 1966 1lssue
of the HOC TAP, theoretlcal review of the Vietnam Workers Party, under the title
"Let the entire people resolutely and unanimously step wp thelr great patrilotic
war to defeat the U.S8. aggressors," Gen.Vo Nguyén Glap will provide an answer.
Importaht excerpts are given below. The translation, heddlines,; and subheads

are from VIETNAM COURIER, a Hanoi - fortnightly published in English and French.

A New atage in v.8. Aggressive War

Why are the American aggressers bringing in massive troops of an expeditionery corps
for a direct invasion of our country?

By the end of July 1965,‘&fter General Taylor had to resign and as McNamara, back in
Washington from Salgon; had been busy pressing more troops for South Vietnam, the
American press sald: The reason for the new U.S. invelvement 1s obvious.’e . be-
cause tha Saigon army and government -have lost the war. 8o the 500,000 puppet troopsa
commanded by the Americans have not been able to cope with our peoplets patriotic
war; our peoplefs patriotic war has prevailed over the U.3. special war. ~The
“immediate dispatching of a U.83. expediticnary corps to the South Vietnam battlefield
in an uhtoward emergency move, a strategically passive meve in an. attempt to retrieve
the worsening predicament of the puppet clique. : :

As was pointed out over andagain the U.8. imperislists!? aggrelsive design - is to _
try to turn Socuth Vietnam dnto a U.8. new-type ceolony and military baBs of aggression.
However, throughout the past 1l years, the process-of realization of this aggremalve
poliey in the south of our coumtry has been:alsc: one of heavy and repeated a¢tbacks
for the V.8 imperialdsts;’ whe have been driven deeper and deeper into a’ state of

: passivity and & mer&ss. ‘ N . e ‘ . R R

1In the south of our eem?try. ag e ey p‘er'de ‘of Hhe werldr faced. with the-growth of
the socialist -catp ‘and the natlohal»1libénatilon movement, -to"hide. thelr aggressive
nature the Amerdcan :imperlalists  have wbplisd neceolonialisk with the. customary
policies and msneuvers, huping te enslave our hation ‘through their agents and by
means of military and ecomémio-aid. - Al during the period between 1954 and 1959,
since the day when' they: brought :Ngbd DinhDiem to- Balgen-and staged the Republic. of
‘Vietnam farde, the U8, -imperialists -sought. every means.to.capry.out their: neoceolo-
nialist tricks. However; pright -from- the start the aduthern people: exposed ‘the
true colors of the American imperlalists and their stooges, waged ah enduring poli-
tical struggle to demand the correct implementation of the 1954 Geneva agreements
~on Vietnam, independence &nd: freedom, and peaceful.national reunificatlon. The
U.8. imperialists and their lackeys mustered the puppet forces, used most vicious
military measures to repress the peecplels politieal stiuggle, and launched & uni-
1atera1 war for four or five long years.




But far from beirg extinguished, the patriotiec fire of the southern peocple blazed

up with every passing day; by the end of 1959 the southern revolutionary movement

shifted to the offensive, resorted to combined polltical struggle and armed

struggle, and defeated the U.S.-Diem-policy of paclification by violence.. In the 3
face of the revolutionary storm. of the seattered wprisings of millions of peasants, '
the poliey of aggreasion by tradltional maneuvers of U.8. neccolonialism in South
Vietham wernit bankrupt.- : - . ‘ . RIS

COnﬁihuing thelr scheme of aggression against the. south, tha American imperialists
had. to resort to new war methods to resch their goal.

The use of war to achieve nedecolonialism constituted 2 heavy setback for tha ¥.3.

imperialists. In their passivity they atill .tried to hide their oruel nature wder

the -disguise of an undeclared war; the so-called special wap. Thia is a- kind of war

that meny American military theoreticians do not regard as a real war, as far as

the aggressor is concerned. As a matter of fact, this 1s a kind of war waged by

the ‘native stooge reactionary forces, the puppet army and-edminiastration, equipped

with arms, materisls, and other war means supplied by the United States fellowing

+ the Amerigan imperialists? plan and commanded by the United S8tates with & view %o
¢rvushing the revolutlonary struggle and destroying the patriotio fowces in the south

of our country. . o C e L L : :

The first plan mapped out by the American imperialists for this war was the Staley-
Taylor-plan. They reckoned that with their enormous natarial force they could. -
pacify-the whole south of our country within 18 months. But they met with the -
-extremely herole resistance of the southarn people, led hy the: SBouth Vietnam
National Front for Liberation (NFLSV)., The Btaley-Tayloy plan came to- grief. and
was bupied together with the Ngo Dinh Diem regime, whidh pibecusly collapsed oh

1 Hovember 1963, . . o e e T :

- In 1964 the. U.8: imperialists put forward a.new strategie plan, the Johnson-MoNamara
plan, aimed at pacifying South Vietnam within. two yemrs, . Again they inoreased the
flow of war means, military and economic aid, and advisers. They even stated that

by the end of 1965,,after.$hair-victcry,'the-withdraﬂai-or.their.adviuers would begin,
- in an endeavor ‘to force- upon the American pecple and world public opinicn the belier

- that 1t was not an Amerioan:war. Houever,'the.reaistance for national. salvation

of the liberation armed fordes. and pacple in the south gained strengbh and great
sucossses which culminated in the glorious Binh Gia. viatary. -Soon the Johhsone
MoNamara plan shared the fate of the Staley-Taylor plan, :

In the face of this:failure_and-predicameht.the-UaS..imparialists'took.a-step .
further in their edventurist aggression by. raising. their special war to_ita:hignest
degree in the hope af retrieving this strategy when the initiative is lost: - Their
Bschemé. is: ’ o S e S L e

1l--To step up their aggressive war in the south of our - country: by reinforsing U.8, o
&nd ‘satellite combat units while. oonsolidating the pwppet sdminigtration, strengthen- '
ing the puppet srmy, and-boletering the puppet.reasticnary fénves. &s- the mainstay
and a tool ofr the.aggressive war; - . -+ . .. o e Lo

2--To expand tha wnz- moatly by intensifying .thair-.-—e&mutr;ikw;. gadnst the morth of
our: owntry, ragarding it as.part: of vhaty-necoolonislist: aggressive: war to threaten

the north and mave the situatioh in. tha- soubhy.and: : . - .
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3--Together with this intensification and éxpansion of the aggressive war they
carry out a so-called diplomatic and psychological campaign with doubletalk about
peacafyl sBettlement and unconditional discussions in an attempt to dupe publie
opinion and cover up their dark design.

However, the jmerican imperialists cannot shake the determin@ion of our people in
both zones to fight them for national salvation, cannot cause any deorease in the
wholehearted assistance of the northern people to the patriotic struggle of the
southern people, let alone steblilize the very critical position of the puppet
army and &dministration.

In brief, in the south as well as in the north, in mid~1965 the U.8. imperialists
and their ‘henchmen were meeting with heavy setbacks: .

In the face .of the repeated offensives of the South Vietnam Liberation Armed
Forces, the'puppet army had been driven further into a passive situation, an
increasing number -of piuppet battalions had baen wiped out, and the morale. of the
puppret troops had been alarmingly declining,

The Saigon puppet administration had been ever more rotten and after 13 eoups it
had become utterly inefricient in the hands of the unruly !bung Turks;

The system 6f strategic hamlets ¢ontinued disint-grating while the peopleis movement
in towns wes rising. The powerful upsurge of the army and people in central and
south-central Vietnam compélled the enemy to abandon part of his scheme to concen-
trate on pacifying the Mekong River Gelta. The rural areas controlled by the U.S8.
imperialists and their agents had been markedly reduced while the liberated areas
expanded and built into the firm rear of the liberation war;

In their escalation against the Horth, the U.8. imperialists, unable to'shake our
people’s determination to fight them for national salvation, had been suffering .
heavy loeses.
the more bittét and their emulation drive for production and fighting for national
salvation had become the more resolute to defeat the U.S. imperialist aggressore,
to defend North Vietnam and to liberate the south.

The situation described above shows that the U.S, strategy -of speclal war developed
to 1its highest degree had been foiled in the main. The fact :that Johnson recalled
Taylor in July 1965 while hurriedly dispatching troope to. South Viepnam at-an
accelerated - tempo evidences the American imperiglistst .panic and pagsivenegs in -
“the face of thelr discomfiture. - And it is due precisely: to- this failure and.: -
passiveness that they frenziedly stepped up their war afforts accerding to a new
strategy aimed at reversing the situation and wresting back strategic initiative
in the south. This oncé again proves that the ¥.3. imperialists!.soheme to ocewy
the south has not chahgedat all. Thereupon- the'hﬂpudent hature of the American
aggressors has been  fully:laid ‘bare, The U.S8. imperialists have thrown off their
last hmesk and appeared 1n their true @olors as eolonislist aggressers.

. The:northern peopleis hatred for the U.8. imperialists had been all
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With the large-scale introduction of an Americen expeditionary corps into South
Vietnam the U.8. imperialists have shifted thelr aggressive war to a new stage.

It 18 not the case of an ordinary transfer from one stage to another but a shift
toa:new strateglc stage of their aggressive war, The main characteristic of thise
stage 1s that the American imperialists not only make use of the puppet reactionary
dgrmed -forces--that 1s, the puppet army--as the main tol of the war, but they also
bring in a U.S. expeditionary corps for a direct invasion of the south while cone
tinuing to expand the war of destruction, mostly by airstrikes to the north of

our sountry. . .

In other wordé, on the South Vietnam battlefleld at present the American imperigl-
ists are using a V.8. expeditionary. corps together with the puppet army to wage
thelr aggressive war, DBoth the American expeditionary corps and ths. puppet army
plan an important part, helping each other and coordinating their action,

The U.8. troops are the core, serving as the military maingtay of the puppet army
and administration and the main.mobile foree, and as: the ocowpying forge In.
important strateglo bases and the sirateglec and taotical remerve, taking a direect
part in the combat in an attempt to wipe out our peopla's revolutionary force

on the southern battlefield.

The pwppet army, which relies on the American_troopr to exist, oonsolidéte, and
develop, constitutes both the mobile. forge en the battlefleld and the main force
to oontrol and paoiry the paople, while serving ag the. political mainstay of the
U, 8. troops.-

Olearly enoushn in military stratagy ‘the American imperialista have gone beyond

the 1limits and scope of the special war. Of course, whlle they step up their
aggressive war according to thelr new strategy, the U.8. 1mperialiatsl purpose is

‘to oontinue achleving neceolonialism in South Vietnam. No matter how many American
trocps: they bring iIn, all the same:they have to actively consolidate the native -
‘reagtionary force, the pwppet army, and administration as the necessary politioal
and militery mainstay of their oolonlalist eggressive war. It is pregisely -In.

the proocess of the implementation of their new.strategio plan that the Johnson
olique happs on their alleged obligation to keep .theilpr conmitmenta, :te increase

ald, e&nd so forth, and frenziedly go ahgad with most perfidious political, eccnamig,
- bultural, and soolal measures 'in:the .genepal line of repcolonialists. -They maintain
- the puppet administration and strengthen the:puppeb suymy; together with: the military
" methods of aggressive - war they feverishly: ateppﬂpfpﬂlimiglﬂaav@g¢Q@igq99919nialiﬁma _
Henoe', their war in this stege; &t in:the.fommer ons., L8-8541) SN.agepressive war
aimed at realizing ﬂha “pelitical ad.ms of mwmﬂ@oniaqgmsmamﬁm g;a\d.a;q.ist aggreasive
war. : 5 ‘ ; . _ .

The ‘war that the 0,8, impe:'ialisi'as h&vﬁ&rﬂﬂ’ﬂ?tﬂ@ mmnmsw,d mwwmjggtn the south
of our ‘sountry as’the mafn: ‘bastlefieldi vbabbver: shratellorpisn) hﬂ@@@ﬂ&?rfﬁllOWGQ
ard in whaﬁever stage, s ﬂnvar&nbly aimeﬂ-nt Qsﬁuﬂvimﬂhﬁhﬁkﬂﬂymk=ﬂm@

these oontradiotiona, the worse hhair Bituntiﬂn, !nd ﬂh!u
ultimate defeat will be,




ITI. VU.S. Outward Strength and Most Fundamental Wealkness.

“In view ef this situatien, why 1s the Vietnamese peeple's struggle against the Amerloan
imperialists for natienal salvatlen at present bound te be leng and hard but finally
victorious? Why will :tHa Viétnamese pesple 'not ‘only certainly win but alse gain time
and secure even greater victories? Through a scientific analysis, the article supplles
this key problem withan answer: - ‘ '

The J.8. imperialists are the internatianal gendarme, the tmpmcst imperialista, with
the most pewerful ecenemic and military petential of all the imperialists. .By taking
a direct part in the aggressive war they hope te raly on their material strength to .
overceme all difficulties ln manpower and pelities, thereby -to retrieve thelr predica~
ment in the .south. With a sizable expeditionary cerps, which is to be eventually
increased, they hope to give themselves new vantage grounds on the battiefields.

First, to strengthen thelr military fores in general, especlally their strateglc mablle
force, thereby tilting the balance. of forces in thelr faver; second to .centrel impertant
strategi¢. areas and et up firm bases as. gpringbeards, te launch raids or attacks

against the liberated areas; third, te build up their air ferce, devclep thelir

auperimrity in this arm te decimate our forces, and te strike deep inte the 1ibcrated areas,

Their scheme 15 to prevent the ccllapse of the puppet army and administratien. to
lgunch offensives aimed at wiping out the seuthern revaluticnary ferces, te strive

to consolidate the areas still under their contrel and gradually te carry out &
pacificatien of key areas, to attack the llberated areas. and te wrest back some of
the lest areas, to seek every meansg teo encirele and igelate the southern battlefield;
meanwhile, te intensify.the war of destruoctien against -the. nmrth and carry on their
deceptive peacc negotiatimns campaign.-

Banking upon a force cf mora than 700 000 men t@ be eventually increased the American
imperialists hope te realizs their scheme by means.ef mere radical and efficacimus
measures; ‘They reclken that. they.can.gradually win. military and pelitical. successea,
secure 4 pesitien of strength te.end the .war with a.selytion faverable te. them, or to
prclong or expand the aggressive war when necessary. o

The U.3. imperialists' design 1g very ambitious, their scheme mcst perfidi@us. and

their military and political maneuvers extremely eruel and cunning, However, beside

their definite strong peints in material strength the American imperialists have moest
fundamental ‘wealk paints in pclitioal and military fields, in both strategy and tactics.

First &f all “the" U 3. imparialists are the encmy nct only. cr tha Vietnamesa pe@ple
but alse of ‘the pregraessive peeple througheut the world, .In. the pregent. sltuatien as
the socialist camp is grewing; the natienal liberation movement aurging._the wcrkers
movement. in the capitalist countries, the mavement. for peace and demecTadcy. developing,
and as on the other hand, .the. forces of -imperialism-are declinlng, tha. cerrelation.ef
farces in the-world shows that:the Amerdean. imperdfalists are net in a stroeng position
but in a waak pesitien and have te gcatter theilr ferces te cope with attacks. frcm¢a11
quarters. ! That is precisely why they cannct send:te the seuth whatever numbar of
troops they: like witheut:reckening: withythedr. A&Lfioulties: in. every field in the., wordd
or even in the T 8 A, and on the- Vietmem battlsfiold.
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The dispatch of an expeditionary-cerps for a direct invaslen ef our country is itself.
afflicted with most fundamental weak points they cannot overpomao

First, the sending of their treops directly to invade our country expeses all the
clearer the U.S8. imperialists' true celers ss aggressors and their lackeys as
traiters, whereby the centradiction between the -American imperialists and our natien
becomes all the sharper and fiercer. 8tirred by their hatred for the aggressers,

our entire peeople (7are) breadly and firmly united within the national united front -
againgt the U.8. imperialists and their stoeges, All patriotioc forces are determined
to fight fer national salvation. Moreover, many Vietnamese in the enemy's temperarily
controlled area, even in the puppet army and -administration, in the parties. and.
erganizations whder the sway of the U.3. puppets, se far unaware -of the nature and
.Bcheme ¢f the American imperialists and their miniens, new begin to see -the latteris
-true nature as aggressors and traitors.

Second, due te U.S8., imperialists' dispatching of their troops to invade eur csuntry in
the conditions when the strategy of their "specilal war" has fundamentally gone bankrupt

~.while -our pecplels patriatic war has develeped with a.vary:powerful mettle, the libepatien . .

armed forces have grewn up and the liberated greas have -included the majer -part of the
ssuthern pepulation and territory. Though they -may bring in hundreds of theusands

of troope, they cannet aveld being driven inte passivity in strategy, compelled te
.Secatter their forces in the defensive as well sa in the offenasive, and gannet - easily
wrest back ‘the 1nitiative &g »they Wwish but instead face increasing ‘failures.and
predicament,

Third, due to their dbeve-mentiened lass of political and military initistive, no
matter how modern its equipment, the Amerjican expeditienary cemps cannet bring inte
full play its gcombativeness, and cannet escape the inevitable .defeat whioh 18 .likely te
befall any aggressive army . . . facing a whole natien resslute te resist bthem.. :Due

to the unjust character of 1ts war, the U.8. expaditienary cerps, .dspnived ef an .ideal
to fight for, is possessed of a low morale, @n’the.squ#hernibabtlefield'1t:has te .cope -
with 'a-peoplels war; its strategy .and factics based en :the ‘heurgeeis . milltany outlmok
are of no use, The orgsnization, cempesitien, and training. of the Amarican.army Iin
general -are net fit te tackle our entire -peoplets revelutienary war, aside frem-the
great difficulties they meet. with in-a strange. terrain and  ¢limatbe, and-their vemy
cengiderable needs in supply and 1ogint1cs.

Pourth, the purpese of the U.8. iniperiglista’' -intkeduction of treops into. the gouth
1s to prevent the gellapse of thq ‘puppet army and administratien and create new
cenditions to. consslidate amd strengthen the puppet ferces; the U.S. ‘imperialists
directly invade the south ef our eeuntdy it a mement.when the -puppet-army. and -
administratien are gerieusly weakening. 'In this situabien the more-direct-the
Amerivans' aggressien, the niere tselated and gifferentiated :the puppet army and
adminiatration-are, the greater the opntnadictiien hetween .the U.S. imperiglists -

and ‘their henohmen the more cepnsoleus those-whe have any natienal -feeling. among

‘the. puppat army and administratian beceme. and. the mors . numernus thbse ‘Whe cnogs Qver
‘to the people‘s side.

Gonaequently,‘American mikitary bulldup net-énly-cannet:retrieve the predicament.

of the puppet army and administratien but insteasd -pssda: up the. lattaris caliepee in
the fmoe of sur pesple's resistance, When e .Ameniscan imperialishs' .arack treeps .are
defeated by eur pesple the disintegratien .and-.gellapge «ef -the puppet army and
saministration will be all :the mere Inevitabla.
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Fifth, the V.8, imperialists, having started the war in the south, are mere and

mere. sternly condemned by the peace-loving people in the werld.  Now that they eopenly
sent their treeps for direct aggressien agairst the seuth and use their air ferce

to strike at the nerth; an independerit and severeign socialist state, they are

meeting with increasing energetic eppositien frem the peeple of the seclalist ocountries

. and the wcrld?s progressive people,. including the American péaople,

The . strcng pmintl ef the U.8, imperialists ‘are- limitcd,n hereal their weak points
are hasic ones, In the precesg of develepment of the aggressive war, the latter

will heaome ‘mere and mere visible arid aggravated and will surely 1cad the American I
imperialists to. ignominicus failure; R : :

III. Decisive Factcra ef Our Victcry

After dealing with the Vietnamese pecple'c ‘wWeaknesses in equipment and technique and
in economic potential the author points out.the decisive facters of:their ultimate
victcry.-... : : o - e :

1--The rirat ractcr is the party's correct revclutionary line. .Phis line ip the
cendensed expressien of the ¢lever and creative cembinatien of Marxist-Leninist -
génercl principles with the concrete practice of our revelutien, This 1s the line
of the peeple's natiocnal democratic revelutien pregressing te seclalism-in a former.
gemifeudal celeny. Our party's line onece was tested in cur-peeple's 1cng and c
hereic revelutienary struggle and -led eur revelutien frem victery te: :

.victery, In tha light of this line, the Vietnamese natien was tha first cclcny te .

rige up and defeat the mighty army of an imperialist pmwerp-French imperialismn-tc‘
liberats itself. The nerth of eur- ccuntry ig-alge the first. state te. take the path:
of soclalism in seutheast Asia, - Teday sur natien has  the hener té- be in. the: forerrcnt
of the fight against the chieftain of the imperialiats.:U. S ﬂnperialism.. :

The above-mentiened ccrrect line is alse the lina of revélutisnary armed struggle -

of a .small -eceuntry which rises.up andﬁderchts“an*enemyfmany-timesngtrmnger-than-itselr.
This-1s the line eof peeple's war develspsd teo a ligh: degpbe.with a.oreative and:
diverse -content urknewn in the wrmgle of the natiengl liberatien struggle, A correct
revelutionsary line is the:suregt: gugrartee. for’ UL pepplaty ultimate victery im’ their
Just struggle against the American imperialists for natienal salvatioen,: .. .

2--The sedend facter ig the unity pf-akl-the-pepple. ‘agatnst the U.8. imperialists fer
naticnal -salvation;- North and Seih] ars of thesong nind:in their deteiminatien te

defezit the Americsn aggrdcsors ‘gnd; thuir lacksys. ready te. make ‘every sacrifice rather

than losé thein indepsndsries and be! gnalayed.n_Thia 4ron-will reflects- sur entirs’
people's tradition of fndemitablelresfstanve dgainst:forelgn aggressien, . It has "~
united eur .pecple, millicﬂs”lim@‘ane, mosnlmte ‘to fight” tc defend cur country and
secure independence, dcmocracy;'ﬁnity¥ and paace» o :

LoOur cﬂmpatiiats'in'the'sauth‘have ‘eléBed  thelr ranks in. theé:fire of the revolutibnﬁ?r'
“-gtruggle, “fought througheat +20-leng years, ‘evercone:countless diffioulties,-and. biaved
;7 -aseruel ‘enemy:with a firm ‘resclve teo mareh férwvard, te fight; and te. win, T@day eur

peeple invthe gouth hgve the natisnal liberation: frcnt, a.broad-based crgani!ation»
pcssessed mf a carrect line and a pnngram and cnjcying high prcctigc at hﬂma and:




Our compatriets in the seuth, starting frem gpikebeards and mentis guns, have built

up- big and hereic liheratisn grmed forecas camprising three kinds of army, having @ high -
combativeness as well as a skillful strategy and tactios, verssd both in guerrilla

. warfare . and large-unit actiens, and ecredited with the wiping out ef ever bigger =
.-units.of both.the puppet and American treops, The herolc liberatien srmed forces:

have developed everywhore and have been condusting ever mere peweriul eperations on

2ll battlefields of the south from the Ben Hal River te Ca Mau Cape, frem the western
Plateaus-to the delta countryside, and even in the vicinity of the big tewns. At -
present the mouthern (f?liberated) zons includes the majJer part of the pepulatien

and. territery of the south.: The frentls pelicies ars gradually being applisd there,

8 new life under an independent and demeoratic regime is being buill, 4nd.in rast

the liberated zene has beceme the image of tomerrow!s entirely libarated seuth.

Meanwhile, the peeple in the nerth of our ceuntry are steadily pregréssing te #duilalism
with an ardent leve fer the fatherland. and fer socialism and with an unprecadentad
pelitical and spiritual identity of mind, The herth is not enly a-péurce of - . :
inspiratien but alse a firm rear for the struggle against the 7.8 imperialiste for.
natienal salvation of our entire peeple, endewed with an exdellent political systen ..
and streng ecenemic: and national defenge .poesential, ~This is & faverahle.cenditien .. .. . .
which did.not exist in eur fermer resistance against the Frénch imperiglists,

Since the American imperialists extended their war of destPustion te bhe nerth, .

our army: and peeple there have stesd up,.fought ressclutely; and infileted initial® .
defeats upen the enemy's war -of destructien. In-respense. te the call of the .party
Central.Committee, the government, and President He Chi Minh, dur people in the nerth
have.launchsed a moyement againat the U.S. imperialists fop natishal salvation te .

carry out preductien while fighting, fight hersically in defansa of the nerth,. give
.‘whmlehasrteduand.all-out.auppert‘tp the:liberatien revelubisn. in the seuth, and.

make a substantial.centributien to:the commen‘viotery af tie whele natien,

Tha Vietnamese natien has.alweys had a traditien of unity and unbending resistanos
~ @gainst fereign-aggresslen, but.4if we leek back.te ite several. theusand.year-old
histery as well as te.the revelutisnary struggle er the‘péstlysnrs,;wggshallvrealize
that never have -the entira peeple united ae rirmly and breadly &B teday, never has
ﬁhﬂ?wﬂllﬁfO‘fighb&?ff‘aﬂgﬂ@ﬂaiﬂnqandwﬁefondwth@“Oﬂﬂhtry-hQQNJDFGMDEdetO Buch 8 .«
degree as today,. S S e e

3-«The thitd factar is the.invineible .people!s wat and the experience te lead this
struggle, If one can say that at present in military affairs, apart frem the great
Inventien of atemic weapens, there 1is & greater 1nVent1en,,peqpler:war¢ ene. oan
safely gay that the Vistnamese pesple have centributed te the-devising.and the-
effiolent wielding ef such an invincible weapen, Pesple's. war in our country

has develeped inm the historical, pelitisal, and secial conditiens of Vietnam and .
achieved a very high standard with an extremely varied cenbtant., S

Peoplelna war in our ceuntry:has develeped accerding te the general. laws of revelutisnary
:war but alse te the: specific.lews of the Vietnamese ssciety and, battlafield.  Thersfere,
i1t is-a-natienwide and allw-sided revelubionary war and at the -aame time a revelutienary
war in-a small natien, en. a small territery, inhabited by a smadl pepulatien, hawving

an underdeveloped;eoonomy;relying,mn‘thematnengbhvaﬂ4mn%amtinefpdqplq united :in-the
struggls, which will finally werst an enemy ePginally many . times strenger: than.itself,



People s war in Vietnam in general is a revolutij“try armed struggle developing

~on the baais of the massest political upourge.ﬁ Hence the revolutionary masses!
boundless strength has pervaded the revolutionary armed forces and given them an
extraordinnry capaoity to fight’ and to win.J Horeover,'the outotanding characteristic
of the people‘s war in our oountry at the present stage is that, in the midst of

the I‘ightingp armed Btruggle and poelitical struggle are very closely coordinated,
mutually assisting, and interaoting. Therefore the slogan "Hobilize the entire
people, arm the entire people, and fight on all rronts" ‘has beoome a most lively

and heroio reality. ‘Armed struggle in South Vietnam haa budded forth from the e
political upsurge, and -in guerrilia warfare or in limited regular warrare the o
operations of the anned ‘forces have always been carried ouf in aooordance with '

a principle»-whioh is olooeot coordination with the politioal atruggle~-formerly“

in the ooatterod insurrections in the countryside as ‘later on iIn the movement to
destroy strategic hamletsp formerly in the uprising of millions of peaeants in "

Nam Bo "(South Vietnam proper) as recently in that or millions of peasante in

south central Vietnam. {sentence as received)

‘Armed struggle in the south has another . charaoteristio- An gusrrilla warfnrﬂ op -
- in regular warfare, revolutionary armed struggle ‘18- fully- capable of- aolving thn-
quastion of getting the better of an enemy equipped with up~t0adate weapons, ae

is the U.S. Army. In the sguth, not only can the " regular army, but also the .
regional army and the miliftia and guerrillas wipe out American and puppet troops'"‘
and foll their most ‘modérn tavtiocs. This is a new development of the revolutionary
" military art, the mainucontent ‘»f which is to rely mostly on man, on his patriotism
and revolutionary spirit to bring into full play all weapons and - techniquee
available “to defeat an enemy with highly modarn weapons and equipment.

People!s war in the’ north at prosent is ‘also developing in the process “of the "
heroio fight againat the U.3. imperialistai war of deotruotion, in- the movement
among the army and people’ 50 down Amerioan planeB and to ‘turn odr, north into a

vast battleground to counter and foil the enemy airstrikes and infliot heavy 1035es
upon the U,3. imperialists' modern alr’ foroe.' They may attaek more Platoely But -
'they cannot by any means out orr our mnain oommunication lines, stop our people*s
productive aotivities, and still less shake their deténnination to oppose the

- hmerivan: imperialists; -save the country;‘defend the norkh, and give unquazirred
assistance Lo the south,

People's War in Vietnam is not only the product of oupr’ anple's resolute “and
indomitable revolutionary atruggle, but alse that of the revolutionary struggle
of the world's peoplea in our times, People'a war has led our nation to splendid
viotories in the reoistanoe war against Frensh oolonialiam, and has br0ught dur
people great’ suooesses both in the south and in the north these last years. “Bven
~ 1f the U.8. imperialisto beef up their expoditionary ‘dorps to ‘Huridreds’ ‘of thousandﬁ,
the great people's war of the vietnamese nation will certainly outdo the aggressive“
war of the Amarioan imperialists."

u--The fourth factor is the warm sympathy ‘Bnd wholeheartod aupport given ua by
the people of the brother aooialist oountries and the prograssiVe people thewwo

- ur *
rms Tfémiim e

It is making a gréat oontribution t@-thé -
i ‘”‘national indep@ndenod; demgoram% &r




10

why the brother socialist countries have given their unreser ed_support to the
stand and line of struggle against the American imperialists for, national salvation
of our government and the NFLBV and lent an allnout assistance to our people to
defeat the U.3, imperialist aggressors. The working class and toiling people of
the capitalist countries and the people of the newly ‘independsnt eountries algo
side with us and give us their sympathy and support.<m

At all great international oonferenoes and recently at the Trioontinental ”:““W
Conference” held in- Havana. warm feelings and. powerful encouraging words have '

been expressed for the Vietnameee people's fighting and_ stern (two—line passage
indistinet) launched by the Amerioan people against the Johnson administration'
aggression against Vietnam, is drawing ever broader strata, taking on bold forms
such as self-immolation, burning ol draft cards, holding np of the transport of
troops to Vietnam ¥oee o This movement is spreading everywhere on an’ unprecedented
scale. Never in the history of their revolutionary struggle have our people
.enjoyed such widespread and strong sympathy and support from abroad as today.

IV,  What Facts Prove

After analyzing the strong points and the weak points, assessing the strength and
capacities of the enemy and ourselves from the theoretioal point of view, the
article goes on: .
The question s Hhioh-wthe U, 3. imperialists who pursue an unJust aggression

or our people who. uphold a Just cause-~~will win in the end’ Cur people or the
American imperialibts? - Throughout the past 11 years, every time the U. s.
Imperialists: launch 8 new aggressive scheme that. same. question is raised._.The
liberation struggle of the herole southern people has supplled an eloquent answer-
Whatever trick the American imperialists may resort to, they will inevitably fail-
in the end.= And the fundamental law of {?the) great patriotic struggle of pur ,'
compatriots in the aouth throughout the various stages 1s: 'The rurther the U S,A
imperialists and their flunkeys engage in their scheme to_e slave the south of

our oountry, the deeper they sink in their morass ahd “the reater ‘their defeats,'
whereas the more determined the Vietnamese people's struggle, the greater their )
victories. - : g

Today the question &s to which will win in the south is more pressing than ever,
for at the pregent. Juncture thsre hag emerged a new factor;- the introduction

by the American imperialists of hundreds or thousands of troops. Can these
massive reinforcements reverse the situation? Can the Vietnamese people, who
have recorded’ many great successes int tneir Just struggle, win néw victories in
the faoce of Qirect aggression by so modern an army as ‘the V. S imperialists'? '

' Can, they defeat the American expeditionary corps?

PN If in the past when they brought Ngo Dinh Diem to power and began £
realize the Colling plan or-when they put forth the Btaley—Tayier plan or*the;’
JohnsonnucNamara plan the. American imperialists had been. ext remely optmmis
and reckoned that the,, dark design would be “certainly achieved,'tod

begin to. send B huge expeditiohary corpa towthe ‘south: they 1Ml BéL;
could turn the. tide. ?hey Were oonfident that within"a shoyt ¢
of the. aggressive wab would change, that with their crack 4ivi
their strategic and . tactioal ai“'rorcc, they werc_r"'la'"
of forces, set up solid defense positions, 1aunch bold
their. pacifioation with key, points thereby not only - ﬁ&

the puppet army and administration but also consolida'ing and s

sne Woning their
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stooges, the . reactionary foroes.. The Pentagonians hastily declared thet- At the
very moment when big U.3. combat units were introduced into the south and the war
was intensiried _there were wide prospects or a, quiok viotory.u When their rirst
military operations did not yet meet with eny retaliation to speak of they N
hastened to declare out of optimism thet they had shifted to the orfensive and ‘
¢ompelled ‘the southern liberation troops to disperse their forces and undertake
only small formetions. They also made dramatic preparatiens for attacks on a11
fronts in the coming dry season in order to wrest baaek the initiative and hold

it more .and more fimmly, and drive ‘the southern people into an ever more .serious
passlve position.

However, meality has fallen short -of -.the U. & imperialists! expectatdnns and
' purpeses.. .From: the point of+view of general Btrategy on the ‘southern battlefield,
is the enemy<app1yins a- atrategy of the ofrensiVe or -that of the defensive? Isuhe
following the strategy of lightning . attack and lightning victory om that of
protracted war? As regards operations on various battlefields, is he making his'
major efforts on the eccastal battlefield where he can bring into full play the

“powet o H1E teohnidal Weéapons, ar oh the fiinterland battlerield where he-@rends v e e

‘moest ‘to faoe defeat?

Is he concentrating on the Nam Bo battlefield where lie .great politiecal and
@conomio -genters or on the western high: plateaus regarded as ‘gn important strategic
-position? 'As regards cogrdination witht the puppet troope, is 'he oonoentrating

on 1independent operations, or -on Joint operabionﬁ Thoee are several strategic
questions to which the .ensmy himsell cannot. give clear-out answers, for the
Amaricen expeditlonary oenps is embarkiug in a blind tunnel.

The most outstanding feature of the militery situation (rover the) -past months

1s that not {?enly have. the] southern liberation anmed forces kept on staepping

up guerrilla warfare, but they have also developed iargemunit actions. ‘If in

the .whole of 1965 they wiped out over. (?200 000} enemy troops, ineluding over

50 -batbaltions neatly destroyed, in the 1ast Iive menths, 88 large U.3. ocontingents
landed in South Vietnam, the enemy oasualties ran.to more than 100,000 men, . amnong "
them . about 25 battalions put out of action. wholesale, ineluding five Ameriean s
‘infantry battelions and geveral Amerlcan armored units. ' ‘

This hard ifast shows '‘that despite the -introduction of hundreds o:-thousandsjof
troops, the U.S. impsriglists .cannot reverse the situatien. 'In-the fage Of 4the
widespread and powerful development of the people's. war, ‘they have no other._'

“alternative bhan to "Bprehd thin their forces .over-all hattlefields. sannot” AYOLE v

belng wrivan dnto the gdafensive, and find themselves unable to wrest hagk the
initiative and brjpg fnto full -pley their. togops! .qombativensas, The outstehd'
‘feature of ‘the militery situgtion: envthe'southeﬂn bavtlefiald is- that - not onl‘
have the southern Libemabtion .Armed Forcas suscessfully turmed to -aooount thelr’
{?position) .in whigh thay gan beke the errenswe sinoe ‘the Binh @ia vieteryr
- {late December l9fh~aazly .1965), -8t} :
has been introduced, the woutherh lihem&tien armed ferees ane still hemdi_‘
Anttiative and prometingitheirrwentesqureund QN BN evel’ laqser;&oale._
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No wonder that McNamera and the American brasshats have expressed concern in
the'faceiof the heavy setbacks suffered by the expeditionmry corps and now have.
declared that the war in VietnAm will be long, or that in came the U.3. Army
attacks at all, it 1s only in sheer defense. This 1s not to mention the moral
erisis of their srmy, which fears hand-to-hand fighting, lesves the WOnnded and
the dead to thelr fate when hard preésed. throws eway'wenpdns and munitilons
when withdrawing; is afraid of the denme forest, of sun, of wind, of malaria, o
especially of the liberation fighters, and even of ordinary Vietnamese, ineclud-
ing old womeh or children, so much so thab. an American general, speaking of the
U.8. expeditionary corps, saild that its upkeep was expensive but 1ts combative-
ness poor. This 1s not to mention their great difficulties in logisties and’
supply, causing the American press to write: When the first combat units began
to land in South Vietnam according to U.8. President Johnson's (?new} plan,
signs of serious confusicn in logistics also appeared. This deily growing'coné
fuslon certainly aggravates U. 3. economic and finanhcial diffisulties, the U.S. -
gold hemorrhage, and the effects of foreigh competition in the World market,

At present it is evident that the Amerioan imperialists are at sea as far as’
military strategy is concerned, But what about tactics? THough the U.S,
expeditionary corps has been fighting the liberation armed foroes for otily a
short 1ength of time, the latter have proved able to best their enemy's tactics.

The Van Tuong battle (August 1965) oan be considered to be an Ap Bac for the
Ameriecan expeditionary corps. 'The United Btates had deployed a far superior
force, crack troops supported by armored units, the Air Fores, and the Navy,
to attack a2 unit of the South Vietnam Liberation Army, " The result”was. that,
far from being wiped out, the liberation troops fought most valiantly and: puts
out of action many enemy troops. - The Van Tuong battle, which the American
generals think can be linked to the fiercest World War II° engagements, was a
great victory'of the southarn army and people, foreshadowing the tactical
failure of the U, S. expeditionary corps. L S

After it came Chu Lai and Da Nang (28 October 1965), bat Choi (8 Nbvember),-
Bau Bang {12 November), Plei Me (19 Detober-12 Novelitbr) Dong:Duohg (812
December), and many other battles in whioh many Ameriaans and Puppets were wiped
out, . .

These resounding and_repeated”yiotorieeupreveftnati
The United States!’ nost solid béées’are not immune from attacks;
The American imperialists' crack infantry units such as those belonging to the e

Firat Infantry Divigsion can be wiped out {and wiped out at the rate of one ort
several battalions in a single battle ):

of action,

The puppet units, though supported by the U.8. expoditinnzny omnni

the regiment ag at Dau Tieng;
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U.s8. troopé on the defensive or on the offenslve can bs wiped cut not only by
the liberation army, but also by the local army, the militia, and guerrillas.

The splendid exploits are accomplished at a time when the enemy is actively putting
into use technlcal weapons, inoluding B-52 strategic plans (in more than 100 sorties},
whlle spraylng chemlcals to destroy vegetation and erops and, most Bavage enough,
rescrting to polson gases against us in a certain number of hattles. They are
achleved at the same time as the great feats performed by the northern armymen and
people in their'continued efforts to bring to nought the superilority of the 1.8,
modern air force and defeat the U.S. war of destruction against the north of our
country.

The slgnificanse of these achlevements in the wiping out of the U.8. puppets is
that the libergtlon armed forces and people of the heroio south are fully able
to put out of action crack units of the U.S, expeditionary corps, maintain and
promote the initlative they have taken, and step up their attacks on all battle-
fields to win ever greater victories. ' :

Their purport is that the strategy and taotics of people!s war can and will éertg}nly
prevall over the strategy and tactics based on the rotten bourgeoils military con-
ceptlon of the American troops. Their inference 1s that in theory as in practice,
the people's war of the herolc Vietnamese nation will cértainly win over the heo-
colonialist aggressive war of the U.§. imperialists.. - '

The great vistories of our army-and‘people in both zones since the American imper-
lalists started a direct aggression against the south of our cowntry have been
mobllizing and greatly encouraging all our people and enthusiastically inspliring
our friends in all continents. (Passage indistinet) U.S. imperialists are a cruel
and (word indistinet} enemy with a great military potential, who 1s extremely
¢bdurate and at the same time knows how to draw lessons from experience to contrive
ever flercer and ever more ruthless fighting methods. However, the living reallty
of the strugzle against the American imperialists for national. salvation during the
past 11 years has brought hoie to our pecple and the people'!s armed forces in both
gones that we shall certainlycde:eatwhhu,U.Sa-aggnuSSOruwunder‘anyicircumatances.

The heavy defeats of the American expeditionary corps right in its first actions on
the Vietnam battlefleld are causing to the U.8. imperialists and their valets many-
more difficulties, not only military but also political and economie. PFar from
improving, the situation of tha puppet army and adminia;ration'instegd-ip
deteriorating as 1t has Lbst faith in {ts masters! modarn army.. The. antiwar: movempant .
in. the United States 1s developing with {few words indistinot) interng}. contradiotiqng
among the Washington ruling circles are incréasing. T L

In view of this situation, (?the) Amériocan imperialists are scheming to sehd more
reinforcements to the south, beef wp the ¥.8. seRpeditionary oorps ong and a half,
two, or more times. They are plotting to intensify their amerial war of destruotign
againgt the north, while threatening to expand the war to neutralist Laos and
Cambodia, U.8. President Johnson talks about taking hard steps in Viatnan. U.S.
Secrefary of State Dean Rusk also stressed: We will not withdraw from Vietnam
for the United States must keep 1t commitments. : e



14

The American imperialists? familiar trick has been to couple the stapping wp of
their aggressive war with a ballyhoo about their good will for peace; this time,
together with its preparatione for new adventurist military moves, the U.8,
administration opens a large-scale peace campaign, The Johnson administretion [}
&”peaee’] efforts are only aimed at placating public opinion at home and abroad
which has been energetically protesting againgt 1ts aggressive policy.

However, whatever “hopeyed words the American aggressers may use, they eannot
deceive the Vietnamese peopla and the peace-loving people throughout the world.
There has not been the slightest change to the original design of the U.S.
aggressors. They want to ¢ling to South Vietnam and to keep Vietnam permanently
partitioned. They refuse to withdraw their troops from the. south and to recognize
the NFLSY as the sole genuine representative of the South Vietnamese paopleb they
eynlecally arrogate to themselves the right to bomb and strare the territory of the
DRV, an independent and sovereign socialist state, and go to the length of demand-
ing from the Vietnamese people compensation for the halt in the bombing of North
Vietnam. The essence of the unconditlonal discusszlions hoax is to compel our

. people to accept the Amerlcan saggressors! terms.

We must further heighten our vigllanoce over the enemy?s perfidious Bcheme. We
must step wp our entire peoplefs patriotic war, resolutely fight until victory,
no matter how many hundreds of thousands. of troops the U.S. imperialists may
dispatch to Vietnam (?and how) far they may escalate their war (%of destruection)
against (?the) north. Ouwr people are determined not to shrink from any sacrifice
te bring the great struggle against the imerican imperialists for {tnationall)
salvatién te final vistory. :

In the 1aet‘part_the Geperal deals with the task of the northern people?
our’ ratherland, our nation must mebilize the forces of the. whole som by t@ dereat

the aggressors. . . . We must &o'all that is necessary.to br:&ng e"_" atrusgle
'against the Arerican imperialists for nationgl salvation to gysueﬁeuwgui_and.




