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DEMOCRATIC REYUBLIC OF VIETNAM

.. Foreword

Orte year ago, the “VIET MINH” o “DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE
FOR' THE INDEPENDENCE OF ViRTNAM" which was organized in
19417 for "Yhe ‘strifgale ‘against Frerich ‘impefialism  and Japanese Fascism,
rallied™ all ‘the  péaple of VietNam around its flag, seized the power out
of Japanese hands and procliimed the independence of the Reputlic of
VietNam: ; )

Thisrepublic‘¢omprises Tonkin;  Avmam §nd CoehinChink® formerly’
state lof' the French colony Indo-China. They are 'all three 'united ' to one
anotlfer by dose ethnical, cultural, historical and political ties. .

The'young Republic, as soon a8 it was born, «was faeec_l by the invason
of Erench furoes'i the South, while &t the sashe time; it/ #ras confronted by
a wnﬁmmrmgxe North. It was further handicapp=d: by internal
intrigues) prompted  and sponsored by Frengh imperialist intebests. Yet; in
spite of all, it managed to stand firm thahks to the strength, solidarity and
sacrifice shown by its people, as well as to the wis leadership of ite President
Mr. HO CHI MINH.

Mz, VO NGUYEN GIAP's speech reviews the first year of struggle
and reconstruction of the VietNam Republic. Supported by concrete facts
and figures, the speech is no mere adorned picture of rhetorical propaganda,
It portrays the determined efforts of a people growing ever more and more
united in their struggle for national defence and emancipation over a period of
more than 80 years; a struggle which now finds expression in the battle cry of
the new Republic : “Independence, Liberty and Happiness”. 1t pays worthy
tribute to the tenacity and courage of this same people who, in Southern
VietNam, do not hesitate to apply, in the last resort, the grim ““terre brulee”
(scorched earth tactios) against the French inveders. While at the same time
their brothers in the Northern VietNam, in the midst of a precarious peace,
can still go on repairing and rebuilding the national economy even in the
absence of foreign materials and technicians.

A fight for its independence and liberty by a valiant und determined
people must earn substantial sapport from all democratic nations of the world.
Espeoially so, since these powers in the gravest moment of their war against

German Nazism and Japanese Fascism have emphasized th= right of s=If-deter-
mination for all peoples,

* Tey have boen changed respeetively into Bscbo or Northern VietNam, Traugho or
Ceatral VietNam and Nambo or Scuthers VietNam:.

Population figures are rospoctively 9, T and § million; of e total 26 million of Indo®
Ohins, VietNam comprises 22 million.




The VietNam people after the surrender of the French army on
March 9th, 1945 to the Japanese, set up by themselves a determined
resistance movement. In Noythern VietNam. this movement liberated a
sixth part of the ccuntry trom the Japanéss ytke and received effective aid
from American forces in Chioa. In Southern VietNam it trained the youth
to be in reaciness tv play their part in the event of an Allied landing, Only
the early sun-mder of the Jupanese prevented this movement from_coming
into full pliy over the whele country through the vast net-work of organisa.
tions contrclled by the Viet Minh.

This same democratic and independent national government now.

dlaims the right to rally round it all the democratic forces of the world.

m:detetmmedfightlmmstdlc]lpanmmutbewby
the Allies agairst thoss who, after their surrender, noweomcbods‘vo
VietNam to assert -their old demination under the pretence of acting in
the pame of the Allies. And we mus: remember as well that the arms and
equipment ussd by the French are to a large part arms and equipmient

obtained from America for purpose of fighting against Nazism and Japanesc
Fascism. £ 2
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Fellow. Countrymen, :
- On the sacond of September 1945, in the presence of hdt.,
comptnotao{tbemﬂ.mdo liswumsﬁuouchomthem
wadio; the ﬁstrnovmm. DE ocnmxcco. "OF
Mi% lemnly tothe world dr’@noﬁwhmd ndepen
sm.t. AWAIT 'LIBERATION : ]
0 & Snmthu:.onemhspmed. one year of M!tint mm

Nankin .%mm-mmw of her own ;
(bml'n.mdnt.lndomhhaﬁn ﬂ;hnngmmﬂymmemm
Eufopean na mmudindn task of consolidating Demoeracy,
wmethevN bmeeﬁngandtlnPuceConfmumilgm T?
mmmhmomofﬁepcstwupeﬁodmtbeguﬂdmldmt
for the eeﬁ’uunm of democracy and peace.

mnuute of the world, tbemoblamoflibemhmofm
or semi has become a most important one.  The great nations must
co:mdcrands&vethnsproblemezthetbymumlagreunmtmth the natives
of the colonies or by repression.” That is to say the palicy of the dominant
powers may be either likeral or reactionnacy ; i is impossible wmu
they chould not consider the rising tide of democracy all over the world
the growing Strugple for In?ebenc’cnm on the part of'all oppressive nations.

In this complex state of affairs, the Great War has come to an end but
so far peace has by n> means been restored everywhere. Fascism has been
crushed but many nations which from the beginning shared in the fight against
Fadcist aggression are still far from being liberated. The struggle for demo.
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cracy and independence i8 not only political Lut military as well. In these
mces the Republic of VietNam is still fighting for independence and
'Mhnemsly rebuilding its national ecohomy. Wi & »
* " Tnjérder that we'shall be able more clearly fo unders®ind the prindiplds
of acticn which have brcught us the successes of last vear, Tehall ' se€ fopehy

to you i Rapngrne
1. - the history of our struggle,
e &. our work of reconstructi ofy and 1
b 3. our most important tasks for the future.

3 'imuntimd’tlrgﬁ::ruanfleim eclaration of |
freedom and‘democratic rights of our " peoy

- Lions, conveyauce, revicmalling, and facilitated the disarme
the Japanese troops,  The Chinese troops on their past proved themselves
worthy of this assistance and always respected our. Government. Indeed
Pregident. CHIANG had many a thodedaredhimsdfapympﬂhlscrwi;h
the liberation movement of VietNam.. The Sino:VietNam  diplomatic: ties
,'l:[f fromﬁme immemorial on similar geographic, economie, and cultura]
factors indeed becamme even faster. Today our Government and Ppeople
sineerely thank President Chiang, the leader of 450 million of Chinese people,
together with General LU HAN and all top-ranking oificérs and officials, of
the Chinesé docispation forcés. . »
" I the Southern port of our couritry, from the 16th latitude down, the
Britih' fofces which’ undertook the task of disarming the Japanese' soldiérs
wére, at’thie very beginning, welcomed by our Governiment, and afeéri.bdi;
itr spiteof all that happenéd” onr Govertiment coutinued to maintain a ose
eoriciiatory' stfitude! " T believe the Bridsh tuthorities recognize this. -
A"BLOODY 'YET GLORIOUS PERIOD
However, on September 23rd lust year war burst out in Nam-bo."*
m il this'war, no VietNamese can ever forget.  They constitte

scathee) :
Yscupmtion by force of Saign by the Franch. backed by Beithb bayouetson Sept 38rl,- 1945,
.-s., map of VIETNAM pags 10 (Editor's note),
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a hloody yet glorious pcrwd in our struggle for national independence but MAAT . !
at the same time, as an emineat I‘um.hm.mhasadmmud,dmydonq“g:: famous French generals who had been victorious on European or African
least redound to the credit or glory of France, L am sure that all French mwmmﬁmof&:md&qumg‘q
people who have the xnt«wsdfmedomuﬁmd“emwwm wdnolmrmiﬂalvr:‘nﬂ:d Whuﬂ fpﬂﬂ;ﬁ
,endorse that opinion, : S oiics ) W“M&mw bravery and spirit o selfsat of

‘ INJUST CAUSE .
tegoingsuccesses are due to-the follo
{ for tbuﬂenee

~~-',::,,’;;z s "'a which started uma.nm
o .’“ s fhat the entire nation sacrifice their
ﬂﬁ@twm“mwww
mhﬂtbltmfmwmbo.‘!*‘ ‘
Wﬁéﬂhe»duwlwlomtp” a

~* Mwmmwmmmmmmmnm 2 *‘L) ' 3 ;#‘ reom::hhgtbe%bns‘am- wm:
*~in Namibs (formerly known a4 Cochin-China). : x apons, nggrd keeping in reserve foodstuffs for the army M‘
(" ¥ In Nambo, we were not 5o well prepared politically of militarily. PohJ : "'Idf defence” and ‘Girreqular” organimtions. “The’ ﬂﬂm
tically ‘since the sivage French reprisals back in 1940, the national movement SPirit ¢ ‘i thdwmbMpm Reéoml Resiatanc
inNtmbobadmtuyetbeenoompl cl)tewnsmuwdmspueofﬁ)eeﬁxb om! S ¥ mﬂﬂwmtm&mﬁbof’v :
of our patriots. Andmilnanly. thelargcrp.utofomaoudunmnyhd just ‘7;}' ', ___ ch 2nd 1946, the Nwl w held i
beamhobesetupwnhlackofarms,leckofofﬁm hckofexpmcoce. ' T‘“‘f"‘ session, lndimnedab‘yu\hwned' order
and Tack of troops, barely 2/10ths of those in Bacho and'l‘mngbo‘ ) f rétura home o prepare for resistance The Cod
 Strategically, Nambo is a flat region of ricefields, convenmient for Mm was formed.  The ‘National o ‘% s
amechmndarmybut not at all adapied formdhm Even under
sud) unfavourable conditions, our troops while fighting were stil being
organized, and our military. staffs were siill going on with the work of
training. At the same time, we went on unifying our army and our political
forces in general, eradicating all regional spirit and all other symptoms of
disunion.
Thus, under the direct lesdership ol the Committee of War qy.i the . permitting
!’eoples Committee of Nambo, with its Regional Committees, the determined Chinese occupetion. forces by the ancha yet the polmcal and milxt&ry
gesistdnce of Nambo rendered abortive the military schemes of  Severd future of France in the Far.East would still haye been hanging in the balance

’Slmed bctwm France apd Viet Nam representatives at Hanoi o March 0th 1046 ( Editor's note)
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ViétNam comprising Eeel of formerly Tenkin), Trunzbo |
(formerly Annam)land Nambo (formerly Cochin.China)
: is_one and indivisible.
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if hostilities had extended to Trungbo and Bacho . The Preliminary
Agreement was adyantageous 10 us too. _ The French ¢ :
Republic of VietNam marked a Success for us in the international sphere. < In

-addition, by averting war, we ‘were now enabled to

on the tasks of peaceful reconstruction. oh odiakld In

_ The Preliminary Agreement also recognized the Sino-French setile,
ment already referred to. Our delicate relations with: France bad moved on
from tba_.milim;y to, the diplomatic plane, with corresponding adjustments i
our policy, . LT » ) V30 1)

FRENCH: BEGIN TO SEE TRUTH .. - SAeby

-Since the Preliminary Agréement was signed, six months have passed
4wy, duting, which . time, the - VietNam Frengh. acoord has borme some re.
sults, /It paved the way succcsy'vely for the intérview of Halong Bay, the
iriendly visit Ly the delegation of ‘our Natjonal Assembly to ths' Prenck Gove
“toment and people;. the; Preliminary ‘Confererice of Dalat and the ‘present
g?gpﬁ,t_ipqs_ at _Fom.nipebjuu. As a rcéult of our first delegation sent by:
our. National Assembly to Paris, Frcni:h opinion. began to discérn the truth,
about new  VietNam, As an outcome’ of the Franoo-VietNam . confererice
of Dalat where the view.points of both. sideswere set forth both frankly and!
sincerely, the way was open for resumption of definite negotiations in France.

FUPPET. BODIES SET. UpP S P

In.spite; of all these! preliminary. efforts, even while all the negotis:
tians detalled above were . going on, the hostilities, fac from ending in Nap.
bo, were extended still further to the Highlands of Trungbo: ' Such “pippac-
bodics like the “CochinChina Consaltative Council” and the “Republis of
Free CochinChind]wefe /setiup 1By the) Firkhth! in. Nanih to be followed
after by the setting up of ¥ei_snother] Frégoh puppet body, the so-called
Federal Conference of Dalat. Such _Proceedings, con
alorie the frovoitive’ Frénch acts ‘which happened simultaneously in_ Bac, -
bo deSpite the miore peatoful atmosphire prevailing there, £ CRC

“All 'thest ' factors ‘greatly hindeted the 'attei:'nps at tapprochement be.
tween France and VietNam and were the cause partly of the interruption of
the negotiations in Fontainebleau. : : ; : '

" To-day, having an’ opportunity to ‘review ‘the past French-VietNam
relations, ‘e 'do not’ Hesitate 'to daclare that, while the whole French.Viet '
Nam  problem could: have been setiled by diplothacy, to attempt 1 docide '
points hetween the two nations by violence as in Nambo, as elsewhere, is
4 short-sighted policy counter to the fundamental intecests of both nations,
Such a policy is doomud to failure,

5.
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. HEROIC RESISTANCE

" The'facts of the last 'six months have proved this contention. Our
national forces and “irtegulars” in Nambo far from being annihilated are
beconing ‘stronger, more experienced and niore cohesive. The inhabitants
of Nambo, despite aerial bombing, machineigunning, shelling, cohcenteation
caiipé and extermination gaols not only refuse to submit to violénce but band
themselves together side by side with our' troops, prodaiming themselves moré
faithfal than ever to' our Demotratic Government arid to' their Fatherland.
Out of 21 provinces in Nambo, 20 still retain their own People’s Committees
under the control of the “People’s Head Committee™ of Nambo. Facts

" prove that' Nambo is' always VietNam and cian never be otherwise.

In the present state of Franco.VietNam relations, although we may
net be too optimistic, we still hope that the responsible French euthorities
over) liere will ‘considér: the’situation with dearsightedness, in the light of
the funidamiental interests of both nations, and will be fair enotigh to respect
the Preliminary Agrésthent. Under sugh conditions only, can a lasting
cooperation between the two nations be redlized. * We also hope that they
will understand our fundamental political stand in Fontsinebleau, that it is
legitimate and that the French Government will, in agreement with our dele:
gates, resolve all the fandamental differénces between the two nations, SO
that the interrupted negotiations may be résumed. Only thus, can bedis.
pelled the suspicion - throughout the gountry: that the French Government
is purposely. dragging out the Conference at Fontainebleau in order to gain
time for a . “foit accompli”.

~ REBUILDING OF NATION
CARRIED ON

" In the midst of this military and diplomatic struggle for independence,
our Government and people never ceased to do their utmost in all other
directions ‘for the rebuilding of the nation. The task of the reconstruction
inspired by the motto “Al for Independence” was steadily pursued even
undet fighting conditions.

DEMOCRACY EXTENDED

During the last year, we. steadily realised and strengthened demo-

crati¢ republican government in our coantry. The “Commitice for the
Peoplc s Liberation” gave place to the more democratic * Provisional People’s

‘A Mwmmmmwu 1046 botweent Prosident HOCHIMINH
and Mr, )!ulmhlmtnt.thlllandColmi&. The negotiations are stheduled to be resumed
orfly cii Jwhuary 1947 .- Sea also foot noto, page 21.(Editor's note)

REVOLUTIUNA'M‘ ‘Admtvnnnm 18 .

Government” which in time was replaced by ﬂ)é sd." more deinod—mc “Pro.
visional Union Government” to take' shapé ﬂhdly ‘s the

raent for Resistance” which indudes representatives omefyau indmy

. party and thus uchneved complete nanoml ao'i&lty

I ANUARY 6t , e,
Aﬁ IMPORTANT MILESTONE gttt

bne week after Independence Dy, the Govemment dtaec of Seg-
tember Bth ﬁxed the day of General Elections to, the Nanonal Am
Ianuary 6th 1945) " The elections were carried out under v very  hard ¢ cilwm
a'&p ¢8'and marked an important milestone in tbeTmtocy of d:e “‘bq‘uhon
‘of ‘otr pebple. For the first time, in our national history, on]lnnu?
6u phople énjoyed HIT civie rights of a free democtatic natioh, Women hd
soldiers were also allowed tovote Within a very short timé, our people had
taken a big democratic steb lorwml. I - deferehot ' 10 ‘the ‘wishies of the
people, thé Gaverniment convoked the. National Assenbly/two months after

-~ Election Day; dnd it was success bddmmofdkdiﬂidrmm

tions and-other tfying conditions g from mmne.
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE .
AND SECRET BALLOT g 2 ek

. The Regional D emocratic Administrations were. ngﬂhwdby Govu-n-
mcntdec:ee N063_ Asa,reeultofwhndx, withins the shoct space of & year

Ithasckly'ed thepohee forces. Acts of piracy and
pﬂﬂingseemto aisi”e‘dwx'!ktbecolhpscottheoﬁ?mch
regime. 2

And while progress has been made in the mnu‘al admimstmt:on.
the Department of Justice has been refurmed along the 3 following hnes J
1. its charactor has heen moderrized &

2. the prin¢iple of the separation of the' judiciary aﬁd the étewuve
has been applied ;

3. public participdtion has been mdméi

Ah‘a cstahlmhod intemnl yoagc 104
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OVER 10 MILLION JOIN
. DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATIONS .
The nowemoyfulldem(utuc rights and freedom, excepting
certain menu neoesmynmx—hme. <
'I‘lw' ment order on March 29th, 1946&samfnedomofthem
dividual for every citizen. One of the fruits of the new democratic system is
amnd opment of journalism. lanboandTnmgbothenumberof
ers b increl;edtolm compared to their formet maXimum number
' tbeFrench Front Populaire Administration,, This increase
3 facilitatec pubhc organization. Actullly, more than 10 million of the
populaqon!ms now affilisted into some democratic organization or other.
t order dated September 10th, 1945 recognizes the sacred-
neasoltmﬁp.pgodasmdchurdu
1 1 NEW.£ONSTATUTION ACT AWAITED .
1. ./In building up our Democtacy, we are now. awaiting the New Consti-
pleted. This Bill will he discussed and promulgated as the New Constitution
Act at the next.meeting of the National Assembly. :
FROM “ GUERILLA” TO “REGULAR ARMY »”
1 In,the, militery. field, wehvam-dbum thew demliwms
Mw nmwm r  poirter b
ingto that ‘of establishiriz a5
regulat and unified  atmy.’
The training of siaff and other SURSH
officers i5 being- ecafried ‘on |
dﬂ@“y Similar P\'OM_;
has been made in regard o
pcodnchonohrmammts. It
was no casy task to feed,
equip and supply an army "
muebmaennncousdsmﬁie" —
Fiench one. The problem Gwmu mxmx’mlmmumum
!\Isbemlllﬁywhdbytbe (Womhophvﬁdrpsrn
wholchearted support of . the nation, and the splend:d apmt of sacnf'm
andendmaneeevmmﬂbymtmopa o ,
TRIUMPH OVER STARVATION ' 2 or
On the economic side, after, the first days of the Revolution, the
situation was quite alarming. Industry and trade had come to a complete
stapdstill. “Even handicrafts hod to dose down. Agricultare had slumped.

-

(_p‘

e
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mmmﬂaﬁcecultmﬁon had been gready narrowed dowt. ' Mainly
WJmmmicmﬁdedbychkaMdMﬂ
hectares of former paddy-fields had been cultivated with hemp and &i8tor' oll
planits. 'The level of water, diring the flood in"Augst 1945 i Bacbo rosk
to the unprecedented height of 12 60m mo,ooowumﬂymme
thus submerged and 300,000 tons of tice destroyed ; ' ih Thinh.
hoa and Nghe-an® too damaged 100,000 ton of rice. The shortagé ifi these
areas could not be relieved by exparting tice ffom Nambo bedatse of discup-
tion of transpart and communications due to the war,! The situstion was
extremely serious : from the middle of next February to. the end of May, it
was anticipated that there would be a total lack of food. Ini addition, besides
the mtkyoffoodmr‘hthepopdmwo%tdw ahout
,Ooomsandmooooameeeoddasmdmmmuvaﬂ
» Homer.beymndlllcxpectad)m, the food shortage orisis was suc-
eeuldlytdedmbyﬂnmtionw!{ormﬂadmnmnmdddof the
Government.  The slogan * INCREASE PRODUCTION "' was ‘takeh up
everywhere, and not only the civil population but- the army as- well ‘bent all
their energies to the task of increased food production. - ‘The-aréa of paddy-
fields increased'by ‘1,5 timés ; the potato-fields by 3 times; their outpat by 5
times, the maize-fields by 5 times, their output: by 4 times. The: Revolution
had triumphed oyer starvation, and in . truth lhlttrmmph wuoneofthe
greatest achievements of our new Democracy. -
: At&aummwoncvhmhwommmmmwm
many places; especially in the tawns of Trungho. 'meBAnkoiCnmw
and Industry was estahlished to help“industries and crafts. '

INDO-CHINA BANK REPUDIATES ITS “ Ngﬁ "

-Our financial state was still more critical. our Demoecratic
Government 'was ' sét up, the former’ Treasury of IndoChina was found’
short ‘of 185 million pias‘fes and the National Debts had inateased to 564
million piastres. Tnn the Central Treastify there was only a total 6f 1,230,000
piastres in currency including 586,000 piastres of unusahle notes, The annual
period-for collecting the taxes had already passed. Customs dutiés formerly
totalling 3/4ths of the anaual revenue of the whole of IndeChina had hden
cansiderably decreassd due mainly to trade s:oppage. Under the new regirbe
the poll-tax was aholished, and as 2 consequence wa lost  as much as 8/4¢hs
of the former direct general revenues. A further decredse in réventie by 60
million piastres was entailad by the totel prohibition-of opium dnd spirits.
TbeWP!wmneyamlmonhadmmmdbomzsmnmluww

'Hhmmdhunpo(wwum)

‘—I‘“
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4026500 million by, 1945.. The.valpe, of the IndoChina piastee, bad interanlly
firgnped from. $00; 10, 10.in. terms of the. standard  *¢ copper sapeque.” . The
situgtion was fuxtber, wosened by, the intzoduction into, the country.,of, Chi
A%3p,, surzengy. notes, a3, by, the ueinstifiable, non.agknowledgement by, the
Mdm of ‘the 500 piasire nates issued: formerly by itself, . This
MM‘Y cng:mend vnlh a yiew xc.uadermmns our, ﬁnmml

m GISISOVBRM |
~Such: weté the finasdcial dnﬁcdmawhcbwwmw
fl@.ﬂm”a vital part of our fight for Indepéndence. ~The finan.
citl erlsis was tided over by recéurse to the following 'measufes v~ :
. 1» heiReriotion of Goveinment éxperises by appeiling to the spisit- of
personal sacrifice on the part of dll Government functionaries and- troops ;- -
ool Distribution’ of taxation on & more equitdble basis ; 1
<71 2, 8 Tnstitution of the system of *Exceptional Voluntery Contribution
WW Pefence” a8 well ns’ of pablicly ommmd mbecnpnons.
71208 The issue; of riew clirreney notes, | -
- By these different measures both the erdinary. Govérnment expeaxoe
u -dm thosé necessitated hy national defence had bwn met,

; Mumcaﬂms RESTORED :

I the matter of General Communications and Publie Worb. within
the last year, the railways have been made to function agsin. Pifteen main:
railway bridges smong the 17 which had been bombed or submerged, and
24 sections along the two thousand kilometers “National Read ** have been’
repaired. A further 60 bridges and 450 kilometers of road have been repaired,
2,554 kilometérs of ( telegraphic lines Thave been set up'.agdin: ¢ Buf our
greatest worle was. the closing up of 150 breaches in ‘our dsms over 'a total

spread of 700 kms. This achievement alone necessitated the transpostofabout
2 milliors, cubic meters of sand, the consumption of more than® 1.500.00_0:

wrdnys and an e:pend:ture of more than 12.5 mll]non piastres, -
*BANK OF BLOO 3 0

«7In the field of Governnient Medical Assistance, dn.qnte the lack of
medidinies; the injection of anticholeric vaccine: to 400,000 pcOple mBacho '

and the successfil struggle against plague in Trungbo and against malaria in
Bacbo are worthy achievements. At Hanoi inside the Yersin Hoépital the

“NGANHANG MAU* (Bank of Blood) has becn founded wberc the public

donate blood for wourided soldiers. . -
The Véterinary:Serviee has produced more than 10,000 Btresolam

cattlepest vaccine, compered 1o its produgtion of 1,000,in 1944, e B

e —
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. 80,000 d}:iOI\ORARk TBACHERS.

Fhht = field of education, the ‘VietNam law u%ﬁ.
chbasdnefundammulom,andgb;Ummqu lm
d)egtutestworl:mnodmbttheinstignﬁbnolaiwc gor

n peop bydueBDH\'ormmoq(BinthnHocVnQrPowh Educs.

). Within one year the BDIWMWWM clisses
whete VietNam writing is taught free of charge by -80,000"honotar ;ekeﬁm
of both Sexes to 2 5 xmlhon peoplc among whom females préﬂodqmate"

freng ‘1\Ap s

3 Dme agmnat dhwncy S
L a free open axr class in full progress in a busy marbt J

‘OPIUM AND LIQUOR BANNED : '

‘Socidlly in spite of the tremendous hardships and -troubles’ h‘hh&
from the economic situation, workers’ rights have beex safeguarded, profec-
tion of females and children assured, and assistance to the ; poox (i ;general
laxgely extended.  But most significant is thepxohxhnonoiomum and spi.
rituous. lxquors From now on, our race is preserved from the cnlamxto;w ef.
fects of these. two poisons,

_1n the space of one year, durmg wartime, under all kinds of 1 unpreoe
dented diffiwlnes, in spite of the heavy handicaps left us by the 'old “regime,
we have attained satisfactory results, especially in otir stfugale Agiinst’ star.
vation, Tnundation; and illiteracy.” ‘These remarkable achievertients, throtgh

the democratic system, testify to the lncthtibl ms
Mmdsmsd:latentm our people, -/ oL ofmonl s
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18 TV ONEB YEAR OF
ly pursued by the Provisional Government which @sus eared the zealods sup.

-+ At the beginning, some.people suspected that the Provisional Goverg:
nient wes mefely.a VietMinh one, that it was a_Government conducted by
.merely a single political party and that a8 such its policy was unsuited 10 the
But that suspicion has been completely dispelled by the introduction
of reforms to widen the democratic strusture of the Government to embrace
all parties. The Government makes every effort to utilise all talent, whether
it e that of the modern “‘intelligentsia,” hitherto largely unemployed unider
the fofmer French regime, or that exemplified by officials of the former Ro-
yal Court, 1t has decreed the protection of private ownership and encouraged
every private enterprise, Political parties are allowed to carry on their acti.
vities according 1o the law. Through that pelicy, the Government. sucoeered
in bniting all classes of the population and all political parties,
ol OF = | TED

communistic tendencies and that therefore it did not recognize God or any
religion,. The Government dispelled that suspicion not only by its decree
recognizing the sterednesy of temples , pagodas - and churches, but also by
granting full religious liberty, taking: into-consideration alike the interests of
Catholic, Buddhist, Caodaist and Evangelist, thus ensuring matiomal solidarity
MINORITIES HELPED . :
ment was a pro-VietNam people one, that is, ore which igrored'the futerests
of minority communities living inside VietNam or even promoted’ their op.
pression., . The establishment of vatious Minosity Community Oﬂeu has
put an end to that unfounded propagands,. The Government is carrying: out

9 polioy of assistance to.all minotity communities in every sphere including

the economic, palitical, cultural and edocational. Espesially in- regand to
backward minority communities, it is hélping them by enceuraging those of
ability among them, s9 a3 o raise themal _ d of such communities
on: & Jevel with the rest of ‘the-nation,” dnd™tHeteby, edduring natiorial
solidarity among all racialk Tities el Nam,

wi! + Theretaze peoplé who have livied the laughuble accusation against

| thé'Government, that it is an imperialistic one entértaining the antbitious fim
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of establishing colonial supremacy cyer the Lao o
thet it is an sntidoseign miu”to : :

wak with them in Nambo. By our adherence to such a policy, we
union with the Khmer and Lo peoples inside Indo-Ching andwon the
and goodwill of other democratiejnations and €ven of French people,
"y TA$K§ FOR T}lE FUTURE
 UNITY AND SELE.SACRIFICE
. PFRVEATES ENTIRE NATION . ’
By prosecuting steadfast!y a policy of securing unity and solidaci )
throughou the whole natien, the Government hswonhl{mh'rmppa?
Withia the year under review, unlimited sacrifices have: been made in the
interests of the country by‘emv'.chss of the population, ~ .
go - Qun traops which embrace people of all typks of society including
intellectuals, labcurers, agriculturists and youth, both men and women, lidve
sorificed themselves on the battle front a8 well as an the home frogt. Un.
i.er the most difficult conditions, they have endured all privation and kept
high,theix {ighting spirit, showing themselves ever ready to die if mecessary
- faz-the, protection of their pationsl tetritories. Their familics. bave - also
made great sacrifices urging their members to enlist themselves in the forees
of national liberaticn and put the interest of the nation above all else.
Membeis. of the, Central Government as well as those  of the Regio.
nal Executive Committees have served without salaties.  Government
cmplayes and teachers have also worked for minimum salary, :
& .An the public courses of the BINH: DAN HOC VU. {Popular Eduaca.
tional Seryige) thousands.of teachers of both sexes, taught . free of, charge
Jotellectuals and specialists devoted themselves. wholeheartedly to the Re.
- Sistance. Movement, and. towards .the | buildiog. up of -the. nation. Jn. the
fprsories; lebougers voluntoered: 1o incresse the number of their: working.
howss, . Especinlly in the. armament factaries, lshourers Bave - made ‘the
nimost gacrifices,

L

DR
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whqone g ) 'Drive against illiteracy
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In the paddyfields, agriculturists and even ﬁgen have devoted all
their efforts to increase production of foodstuffs for the troops. Above all
the rest, in the war area of Nambo, our countrymen have sacrificed their
lives and their properties, thus showing that they prefer death to slavery.
U990k ‘cbtintrymen abroad, in' Laos, Thailand, France and China, have
sent thieit Best Wishis to the Patherland in' its préseiit $truggle n whith they
too are as far as possible participating.  And our me#n at home have contri.
biited riot merely in'labour but aléo in ‘money to the tune of about 80

million pinstrés; 0 ' tai A
"I 1648 the spirit of unity and self.sacrifice that is the real secret of our
fuctessin the year.that has just passed by, Therein too lies the gecret of
the ‘clearsighted policy of President Ho. What has been accomplished 5o far
i9 due to'éur spirit of unity and self.sacrifice.  What we have' failed to ac.
complish so far is due to the fact that our spirit of unity and self.sacrifice
cin still further be strengthened. o i ’

* '+ SOVEREIGNTY ‘AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY

" "MUST' RE RECOCNIZED PRy, M '

We shall still ‘meet with many difficlties and obs:acles in our'strug.
wle for freedom, 'We dre atware Of the present situatiorl and our shortcomings,
Wedre conscidus of the urgent duties of both Government and prople.’

5 Porthe relizetion ‘of completé’ indépendenice, our chief task is to
préserve the sovereignty and integtity of ‘olir tefritory atid perfect the” tiion
between'Baché, Trungboand Nambo.: Exsstly 45 President HO CHIMINH'
prodlaifned : +*We are ready to safeguard all-economic interests o_( the French
here but only on condition that France fully recognizes the Idépondend® of

—— —— - ~—
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VietNam".  Let us not forget that in order to Preserve our sovercigaty, we
must bend all our energies to the task, and first and foremost, we rust rely
on ourselves, , ' POT ik

Every one of our people wishes the Conference of Fontaitiebleau *will
speedily reach a definite agreement. But the only agreement we will approve
of is ona that recognizes the Sovereignty and tervitorial integrity of Viet Nam,
one whichiis prepared to abide by all thz conditions necesgary for the attain.
ment.of our natjonal independence.

" While the situation is far from clear, still we hope sincerely to main-
tain here an atmosphere suitable for the carryiog on of negotiations.  But
we are not answerable for incidents which we do not provoke, We sincerely
wish 0 see dissipated thepreoenzaunosplmeofmidonwbeuplmdby
an atmosphere of mutual trust and goodwill.  Qaly in such an atmosphere
of mutual confidence can the Frenfh VietNam incidents be-satisfactorily set-
tled, irrespective of the part of VietNam'in which they may oeccur, for
Viet. Nam is one and indivisible. /

ELIMINATE BUREAUCRACY

"' Our 'sacond duty is to strengthen and consolidate our democracy.
Throughout Bacbo, Trungbo and Nambo, the administcative machinery must
be fully demogrntiz:d. unified, simplified and made more expeditious so as to
climinate bureaucracy. A clear distinction as regards pawers and functions
must be drawn between the general administration and the specialist depart.
ments as also between the executive and the judiciary, without saerificing
coordination and cooperation. Tt is important to stress the proper discharge
by officials of theit public duties. 'Appointménts must bz 'made according to
ability. Discipline must be stern but at the sams time just, espzcially in
meting out punishment or reward. Every one must dissharge his duty with
new spirit, uprightness and integrity, doing his utmos: for the nation. Con.
trol and superyision must be systematic.

Andsinc2 waare consolidating the foundatioas of a demnsratio regime,

"A% tha time of Mr. Giap's spoech, this conforonca was being held to scitle finally all poicte
btwoen tbe two counteies, However, theso negotistions, cutered upm as & result of the Preliinl-
nary Agroom ol of March Gth 1046 sign=d at Hanof, wero also brokea off premstarely, uddg‘ to
the ineteasing defermination co the part of the Frenck in VidNafi to puvsne & poliay of ““PAIT
ACCOMFLA"; to'sed up puppst boliss, o further’ bostilitios, and 4o violato over mors and moro
VietName sy sovoeigoty and territarial intgrity. It was dscided by both delogations to resamo .
negatistions with & xlow to & final ssttlommt next January. Miwatics, only a Provisicual Agroo-
mont, atedx? at providing 1 “m>Tus vivaedi', was sigesd at Paris on Sept. 1413 1045 batwemn

Prosidmt Ho Chi Mink and the Pronsh Minisksr for Ovsrases AMiics B4 riotal.
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womuss always give eax to public opinion. At the:sametime, the Sducation
of the,people in-tegatd 10 their duties and rights as citizens is ‘a task) that
must be pushed forward unremittingly.

LECONOMIG FRONT. -

Ourﬁ:mddunalobdndallu enarpeeto prothote dus mdoml
economy,: Farmers and workers must compete with One another'to increase
production-; handicraftsmen must extend and improve their activities; indus.
trialists mast invest mote capital for business entetpeises;  economic or-
gnnizations ‘and chambers of 'commerce must intensify their'effortd. The
Committee for National Planning must do its utmost for the building up of
the nativn alid the general welfare of the people, We must realize that on the
coonbmié front as well as on other fronts, heroic effofts are necessary if ‘we
are 10 lead oux nation to a splendid fature. The Govérnment is always ready
1o help and <¢ncoursge private o.nwnmaes

" TRAIN UP ABLE MEN

Out 4th duty is the selection and training up Of 8blé men. Whatever
the situation may be, we shall always need uble- men to ugsume responsibility
In the army, in laboratories, in the domain of trade and finance, we are in
need of suff uent numbers of leaders, capable, high.Spirited, brpad.minded,
energulc, possess;ng initiaiive, confidence and zeal. and, above all, truthful
apd devotga to the interests of the pation. - So it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to epplo) to, the best purpose as many 3s passible out sble men, and
it is ﬁle duty, too of every citiscn to endeayour to train hnmself to_shoulder
T&ponmblﬁt_v When that problem is solved, many, a complicated problcm
will be to a large extent Simplified. The Govarament has always helped ci.
tizens to dewlop ;hclr abilities and to find suitable emplo; ment. .

B&MORB AND
MORE UNITED |
Our 5th daty is to be more und ‘mote united 80 a8 to achieve'all the

foregoing objectives.  WemuStattain solidatityamong classes, religiohs, and
political parties, with the unity of Bacbo, Nimho and Trungbo ; in short, unity
of the wholetiation, Btery bae of u§ must shoulder ouf individuhl shafe ia ‘this’
huge fask.  We must combat all sspatatist ideas and actions that militate
against national unity, and-at every moment, in every sphere of agtivity, we
must éndeavour tostrengthen oursdlidarity. Inorder to lay the sttong @rid'
laﬁfbﬁ foundation of our mational unity, the Government Wil us: Il its powet’
to ,p‘rotcc' pvary, just right and interest of th= citiz2p; it will s=e that the
burden of nativnal sacrifice is shared equtaﬂy by all and ensure to the best
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of its power an improved livelihood for every class of the population, Unity
is strength! Only ity can guarantee victory!

Last year, on this day of independence, we swore together: “We are
resolved to devote all our spirit, all onr strength, onr lives and our wealth to
preserve sieadfastly our national freedom.”

To-(ky on the ocoasion of the first anniversary of Independence Day,
let us remember our duties and do our utmost to accomplish them and there.
by redeem our oath of last year.

' We are celebrating this anniversary wilile so many of our soldiers
and fellow-citizens have already sacrificed their lives to preserve our inde.
pendence. While our troops and our people in Nambo are still struggling in
defmceofthemhm.rememberyauchmsand make every endesvour to
fulfill them. Thereby you shall show yourselves grateful and worthy of all
these splendid sacrifices Thereby you, will best ‘support-our struggle in
Nambo. gy

- We are celebrating Independeqéle Day while our President Mr, HO
CHI MINH is abroad.® We all trust his clesrsighted leadership and support
him wholeheartedly to a man, By remembering our duties and by en.
deavouring to accomplish them, we shall show ourselves his hest supporters,
and by 80 doing, prove worthy of complete independence,

We are confident for the future because of the results already attained
during the last year. We are confident because we do not fear difficulties
and obstacles. We shall grow ever more and more united and never cease
struggling,

Felloto.countrymen |

Long live the Democratic Republic of VietNam!

Long live the Independence of VietNam!

Countrymen of the whole nation, unite yourselves!

Long live our President HO CHI MINH !

* . Long live our Acting President HUYNH )

*At Paris where Mr. Ho Chi Minh signed the Provisional Agreemont of Seplember 14th,
which Jgraement provides s modus vivendi til) final negoliations scheduled for January 1947

» e comapleted,



W eides

> ah

(WP
.

EV Ry~










