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Wm. Z. Foster took the witness
stand this morning and began his tes-
timony. In a calm und precise man-
ner he told at length about his much
discusaed speech at Bridgeman,
PP‘- he came (o be therel. He said
that he is.not a member of any polit-
ifal party, Trade Union
Educational League afiliated to any
pmty. The
&ul_\. comprising trade unionists of
all partie® and of no party. When
asked what the relation of the com-

nor. i the

league

to the League was, he stated
supporied the
program, and consti-

munists
that the

League
tuted about
bership. Asked vhoa he firsl ledrned
of the Bridgeman convhtion, 'r:I ~ard
that the first he beard of it was a day
or two before it started from Earl
Browder. Later, on Friday morning,
while convention was meeting, Wm.
Dunne came to his house and invited
him to attend and deliver 4 talk. He
went with Dunne ‘and arri\tt in
Bridgeman Eriday night., On Satur-
day he made his talk of about an
hour. He hayl begun by saying that
he had seen the adjusiment committee
report regarding the de wunion
problem and was glad to_s¢e that the
communists realized the prime im.
portance of this question. Previous
efforts to build a party of the work
ers, such. a= the Socialist Party,
collapsed just because of failure to
understand that any workers' party
to live and grow must be based upon
and find its strength in the
Then he showed how
radical and progressive workers
the pust had failed because of the
policy of » withdrAwing from . the
‘unions and eriticising them from the
outside. Opposed to this old policy,
he said, the mdicals must wel into
the wunions, abandon the idea of
merely talking, and instead, g0 to
work doing the cvery day tasks of
the labor struggle. Only in this way
cgn they win, through long and
earnest struggle. Only in thes way
can. they win, through Jlong and
earnest participation, the respect of
the - masses, which will finally give
the radicals the lead«rship, politically
and industrially, of the working class.
Then he showed how the power of
the Gompers' muhhe the trad
union bureaucracy, was merely a re-
flex of the webkness and lack of or-
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file will desert it as soon as they are
wiven realistic and competent leaders
ship. The incompetence of the pres-
ent leadership of the trade unions wag
vited 0 the late railromd strike, where
nine unions stayed at work ‘ﬂ
seven were on strike. The

futility of such
tactics was only equalled |

amd

r{,
isk

glaziers' umion, which, so
ran, created work for its
breaking windows, In this
was citedd the Inis n whe,
was preposéd to huv the

agent a bicycle instend of an
mobile, asked how & man could
bricks from a bicycle. 1

In the place of the futility 8¢
pust, the League was offering
labar movement & program of
trial unionism through
to build up a powerful
movement, and a Labor
unite all its political forees
powerful politicul movement,
program of the League had
dorsed by wiore than a million
hall organized workers, and
proof that the American trade 1
ists were ready for a forward
ment,’ that they are neot
actionary, and the strangle
Gompers upon the American
can_be broken.

Foster said that he had
communists to join the
become active workers ‘in
questioned by Walsh as to
to Russia, Foster said that
tended the first congress of
International, that when
gress adopled the same
America which he had
a long time, that he
plan, .
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When he retumned to he
had met once with the C. E. C. of the
Communist Party, had urged h’“ .
adopt the policy laid ﬁ'l~~
Red International of Labor Unions,
and had stated to them that h
Foster, approved of the

nations! policy and
would have great u.. in

The spectators and .-c
much interested in Foster's
and his quiet, clesr voiee
answered the questions d
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