CHAPTER ]

Defining
Self-Determination

Introduction

The issue of how nations will resolve their affairs and how
subjugated people will govern their lives is the most paramount ques-
tion of the day. According to The World Almanac and Book of
Facts, 1979, published by the Newspaper Enterprise Association, In-
corporated,! the estimated world population is 4,219,000,000 people,
who live on six continents: Asia, Africa, North America, South
America, Europe and Australia. Comprising 9.6 percent of the earth,
the seventh continent, Antarctica, does not have any inhabitants.
Over two-thirds of the people of the world live on the continents of
Asia and Africa; 59.2 percent of those live on the continent of Asia
itself. The continent of Africa is inhabitated by 10.3 percent of the
world’s population, North America, South America, Europe and
Australia possess 30.2 percent of all the earth’s inhabitants. Prepared
in 1977 from various Background Notes, an official publication of
the United States Department of State, Appendix A lists 159 govern-
ments in the world that are involved in the control of the world’s
population. Appendix A also enumerates the population of each of
those governments, their annual growth rate, many of the ethnic
groups under the flag of the various governments and other facts. Us-
ing the same source, The Background Notes of the United States
State Department, The World Almanac and Books of Facts,
1979,2also lists and describes the various nations of the world in a
more updated form from the viewpoint of the United States State
Department. However, there is no mention of the various ethnic
groups inside of the United States of America in the description of its
population.3A comprehensive critique of the Background Notes of
the United States Department as cited in The World Almanac and
Book of Facts, 1979 or in Appendix A is beyond the scope of this
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thesis. The wealth of data on nations in The World Almanac and
Book of Facts, 1979 is cited to illustrate the opening sentence of this
thesis: the issue of how nations will resolve their affairs and how sub-
jugated people will govern their lives is the most paramount question
of the day. Many of the independent nations described in Appendix
A and in The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 1979 are grouped,
moreover, in the following twelve major international organizations,
organizations that help to direct trade, the flow of money and ar-
maments, and organizations that direct armies, such as the United
Nations Armies in South Korea and the Sinai Desert. Their existence
further illuminates the need for a resolution of discord among na-
tions and of the suppression of ethnic groups such as the African-
American people in the United States. These twelve major interna-
tional organizations are:4

(1) the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

(2) the Commonwealth of the British Empire

(3) the European Communities (EC)

(4) the European Free Trade Association (EFTA)

(5) the League of Arab States

(6) the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

(7) the Organization of African Unity (QAU)

(8) the Organization of American States (OAS)

(9) the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment(OCED), founded in 1960 and includes Yugoslavia as an
associate member

(10) the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

(11) the Warsaw Treaty Organization (Warsaw Pact); and

(12) the United Nations Organization, founded in 1945 to help in-
sure world peace.

By August, 1978, the United Nations had a membership of 149 na-
tions.® Therefore, since the dialectics of social change is a constant,
unfolding, interwoven process, this thesis, ‘‘An Examination of the
Question of Self-Determination and Its Application to the African-
American People,’” seeks to provide specific answers for the direction
of independent nations and subjugated people, especially African-
Americans. Consequently, in this chapter the main objective is to
define self-determination; this task is further accomplished through
defining a nation, a national minority, independence, federation, and
autonomy.

L What is meant by Self-Determination of Nations?
Self-determination of nations is a term that applies to two
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types of nations: independent and subjugated nations. An indepen-
dent nation is one that can control the various branches of govern-
ment that are component parts of its structure, such as the executive,
judiciary, or legislative branches; an independent nation can levy
taxes and allocate their use; it can organize and sustain a compulsory,
free, public education system for all its citizens; it can recruit and
deploy an armed force. It can enact treaties with other nations, such
as the agreements that bind the nations in the twelve major interna-
tional organizations. An oppressed or subjugated nation is one that is
under the control of another nation and does not have the rights of an
independent nation; its rights have been suppressed by an oppressor
nation or nations. In some situations one or more nations may op-
press another nation, jointly curtailing its rights.

Independence

Self-determination for an independent nation, therefore,
means that a particular nation has the right to maintain its in-
dependence free of any external interference from another nation; it
does not mean, however, that any nation has the right to interfere in
the internal affairs of another nation; it does not have that right.
When any nation does interfere in the internal affairs of another na-
tion, that nation opens its doors to various forms of counter-attack; it
is illogical to assume any independent nation will permit another na-
tion to interfere with its internal affairs without launching a counter-
attack in order to uphold its independence.

Federation

Self-determination for an independent nation also means that
it has the right to federate with any other nation or groups of nations
in the world. By federation, this thesis means that a sovereign nation,
a nation that has the power to make treaties with other nations, has
the right to agree to join another nation in forming a larger body of
nations. The specific powers that each nation will retain or give up to
the higher body are decided by those nations agreeing to federate with
each other. For instance, if nation A decides for various reasons it
would prefer to unite with nation B and C in a larger unit or federa-
tion of nations, then no nation in the world has the right to interfere
with the proposed federation of nations A, B, and C. The politics of
nations B and C, moreover, cannot be used as an argument by other
nations to stop nation A from uniting in this federation. Nations B
and C, in addition, may be directed by people from another race than
Nation A; this fact also cannot be used as an excuse to interfere with
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the federation of any nation with another or a group of nations,
The converse is also true. Neither the politics nor race of na-
tion A, for instance, can be used to block nations B and C from
uniting with nation A. If given an opportunity, any nation may offer
its advice on a proposed federation of nations; but other nations do
not have the right, militarily or otherwise, to block the peaceful
greater and greater centralization of nations, a process that helps the
majority of the people of the world to overcome the misery of
unemployment, hunger, lack of gasoline, and other necessities of life.

Self-Determination For Subjugated Nations

Self-determination for a subjugated nation means the right of
an oppressed nation to independence. Subjugated nations are those
nations that have been captured by other nations and forced into sub-
mission to their captors. Any nation that is subjugated by another na-
tion has the right to obtain and exercise its independence. No nation
in the world has the right to oppress any other nation in any form
whatsoever; any oppressed nation, therefore, has the unlimited right
to fight for its independence and to free itself of any oppressing na-
tion; it has the right to expect that people throughout the world will
aid it in its fight for independence, its fight to be free of all external
controls.

Self-determination for a subjugated nation also means that a
formerly oppressed nation that has exercised the right of in-
dependence has the right to federate itself with another nation or
group of nations. Self-determination for an oppressed nation, in ad-
dition, means that an oppressed nation does not have to exercise the
right of independence; a particular oppressed or dependent nation
has the right to reject the status of an independent nation and elect to
federate itself with another nation or group of nations. Oppressed na-
tion one, for example, recognizes it has the right to independence, but
it elects to forego the stage of independent development in favor of
direct federation with nation number two. This direct form may be
either autonomy under capitalism or autonomy under socialism.

A Brief Comparison of Capitalism and Socialism

Capitalism and socialism are two different social systems;
they represent opposite ways of arranging the economic and political
life of a country or nation. Capitalism is a system that is based on sell-
ing everything high and buying low, paying low wages to the working
class and reaping high returns from the sale of goods and com-
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modities for a few owners of banks, stocks and bonds. Capitalism is a
yystem where people hoard commodities such as gagoline in.order to
(Irive up prices, selling the hoarded commodities at higher prices afte:r
(he consumer has greatly suffered from deprivation. Capiltallsx'n is
(hus a system that maintains business is business, and. all is fair in
(rade and war. Everything is right and nothing is wrong in selling bar-
biturates, cocaine, and heroin, capturing territory outside of on.e’s
country, plundering the resources of other countries, expor.tm.g
linances, and always attempting to rule the world based on the princi-
ple of the constant increase of profits and more profits. o

The system of socialism is the direct opposite Qf capitalism.
None of the above mentioned situations are permitted under a
socialist government. That some countries that cgrrently call
themselves socialist may engage in some of those practices does not
negate the theory of socialism. As a theory, socialism upholds the
principle that the wealth of a country belongs to all of the p‘eo.ple z:j.ncl
no one has the right to exploit or oppress anyone e¢lse, S9c1allsm isa
system that does not permit unemployment, maln_utrltlon, hunger
and lack of medical facilities; it is a system that provides eq_ual educa-
tional opportunity for all the people and not just for the children ofa
few rich people. Socialism is thus a stage in the deve.lop‘ment .of §o-
ciety that builds on the technical development of capltallsrq, ridding
the world of the misfortunes of capitalism, such as the denial of the
right to self-determination and the enslavement of those people cap-
tured in Africa during the slave trade.

Autonomy Under Capitalism

Autonomy means the right of self-government within a larger
framework; the autonomous region exercises limited forms .of §elf—
government within the structure of autonomy under caplt?:ll}sm.
Autonomy under capitalism aids some of the captured bourgeoisie to
develop more and more forms of capitalist control over the popula-
tion. Autonomy under capitalism is thus a form of indirect r‘ule; the
autonomous region is still exploited through the worl:cmgs c_of
capitalism. This thesis maintains that autonomy under cgplt.ahsm is
not a desirable form of government. When confronted with its reali-
ty, one should work to change it as rapidly as possible.

Autonomy Under Socialism

Autonomy under socialism means that a formerly oppressed
nation unites with another nation or nations so that it can better work
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for the elimination of all racial, national, class, sexual, religious or
other oppressive differences between people. It, therefore, par-
ticipates willingly in the affairs of a socialist nation as an integral part
of the socialist nation, though it pays special attention to the political,
economic, and social affairs in its area, especially industrial develop-
ment, its history and language, educational, military and security af-
fairs, Without an understanding of its history, for instance, the peo-
ple of any nation are weakened and flounder in direction. They are
unable to chart a correct future because they do not know the past.
The study of history is essential in order to understand the present
and to anticipate the future. Autonomy under socialism, in addition,
means the socialist government works hard to develop the resources
of an autonomous area, recognizing it has been deprived of industrial
development as a conscious policy of the oppressor nation. Special
consideration is thus given in all matters to the former oppressed na-
tion that is struggling for autonomy under socialism, Autonomy
under socialism, furthermore, starts with the premise that there is
mistrust and hatred between people. This mistrust and hatred has
been deliberately cultivated and fostered by vested interests
throughout the history of so-called civilization in one form or
another. Hatred and mistrust can be turned into their opposites. As
defined in this section, through the process of implementing
autonomy under socialism, hatred and mistrust between people can
be gradually eradicated. The leadership and people of an
autonomous region also concern themselves with the welfare and
development of people in other autonomous areas, as well as with
conditions of people in other parts of the world.

What is a Nation?

The 1977 edition of Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary
states that the word nation comes from the Latin words nation-natio.
These words are defined as meaning birth, race, and nation. Nation-
natio comes from natus, the past participle of the verb nascere, to be
born. Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary also lists three principal
definitions of the word nation: first, a nation is a politically organ-
ized group; and secondly, it is a community of people composed of
one or more nationalities and possessing a more or less defined ter-
ritory and government; a nation is a territorial division containing a
body of people of one or more nationalities and usually characterized
by relatively large size and independent status; thirdly, a nation is a
tribe or federation of tribes (as of American Indians).® In a Dic-
tionary of Synonyms and Antonyms the following synonyms are
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piven for the word, nation: ‘‘state, realm, country, commo_n‘wealth,

republic, empire, kingdom, principality, colony, body politic, peo-

ple, population, populace, persons, folk, society, community,

17

Writing in Black Nationalism, E. U. Essien-Udom states:
“The concept of nationalism . . .may be thought of as
the belief of a group that it possesses, or ought to
possess, a country; that it shares, or ought to share, a
common heritage of language, culture, and refigion (the
author’s emphasis); and that its heritage, way of life,
and ethnic identity are distinct from those of other
groups. Nationalists believe that they ought to rule
themselves and shape their own destinies, and that they
should therefore be in control of their social, economic
and political institutions . . . .”"®

Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary defines nationalism as:
“loyalty and devotion to a nation; especially... a sense of natiopal
consciousness exalting one nation above all others and placing
primary emphasis on promotion of its culture and interests as op-
posed to those of other nations or supranational groups.”® A na-
tionalist is thus one who advocates his nation’s interest above the in-
terests-of all nations and peoples.

The founder of the Socialist Workers Party and the Fourth In-
ternational, Leon Trotsky, illuminated his definition of a nation in
the following analysis of the African-American people: “T}le
Negroes are a race and not a nation. Nations grow out of racial
material under definite conditions... These definite conditions are not
described in this citation and thus far the author has not been ablle to
locate any references in the writing of Leon Trotsky on how nations
are formed.!? Trotsky also states: ‘“We of course do not obligate the
Negroes to become a nation; whether they are, is a question of their
consciousness, that is, what they desire and what they strive for.””!!
in other words, a nation is not a scientific fact, something observable,
and independent of the wishes of this person or that group of people;
according to Leon Trotsky, the existence of a nation depends upon
the consciousness of the people. .

Joseph V. Stalin in ““Marxism and the National Questlon,f’
distinguished a nation as a ‘‘historically constituted, stable coml?lum—
ty of people, formed on the basis of a common langua}ge, territory,
economic life, and psychological make-up manifested in a common
culture.’’12 All of these characteristics must be present in order for a
nation to exist. The absence of one makes it impossible for a nation to
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exist. “Marxism and the National Question” was adopted by the
Russian Social Democratic Labor Party as one of its official positions
on the National Question. After the publication of “Marxism and the
National Question,” V.I. Lenin used it as a reference and a guide, in
his writings on self-determination. In attempting to solve the na-
tionality question in the former Tsarist empire, the Russian Social
Democratic Party, Bolshevik, also used the definition set forth by
Joseph V. Stalin in this work as its scientific guide to determine what
was a nation. :
Explanation of Definition

This thesis interprets Joseph V. Stalin’s definition of a nation
in the following manner. A nation is a body of people, men and
women, children of both sexes who inhabit a definite territory that
can be measured by anyone; a nation thus has concrete territorial
boundaries. The people who live in this definable territory may have
developed from the same or many different families, clans, tribes,
different nations or countries. Through various historical processes
such as slavery, migrations, annexations, wars of conquest, and inter-
marriage, extending back hundreds and thousands of years, a group
of people may have been moulded into a nation that inhabits a
definable territory. It is also possible for many members of a given
nation not to live in the territorial boundaries of their nation. They
may have been forced to leave their nation’s boundaries in order to
earn a living, and to obtain food, clothing and shelter. Since humans
communicate mainly through the spoken and written language, a na-
tion of people must have a language by which to communicate. It
need not have a different language than some other nation. It may
have the same language. A nation may also have one or more
languages.

People must eat, sleep, have shelter, and clothing to protect
themselves from the weather. These are essentials in the lives of all
people. Since everyone cannot produce everything that is needed in
life, all groups of people develop methods of selling, trading, ex-
changing or distributing goods and services. This activity alternative-
ly may produce a common economic life for a particular nation of
people.

As people interact with each other in the production of goods,
areas of living, places of residences, and other forms of life, they
evolve patterns of behavior, methods of doing things, shared at-
titudes and habits. These tend to constitute a definite psychological
outlook. This psychological outlook and pattern of behavior are
reflected in the various forms of culture of a given nation: its

e

Defining Self-Determination

«chools, its dances, its theater, paintings, radio and television pro-
grams, novels, plays, short stories, various forms of non-ﬁct]or;
material — mewspapers, magazines, and bOOKS. The patterns 0f
behavior in a particular nation will vary depending upon tht‘: type g
social system and one’s relationship to the means of p_rOdUCUOﬂ- TO?
theory of socialism involves the working toward the qlsappea;ar}fg
classes in a given society: the theory of capitalism m_lphes ul 11';%
class stratification; therefore, the patterns f)f behavior are greatly
shaped by the social system and how peoplé }we and earn their living.
It must also be pointed out that the guiding ideology of a‘ﬂatl()ﬂdn‘iiy
vary from National Socialism as set forth b){ Ac}ovlph H}tli_él' and the
National Socialist Party of Germany t0 sc1ent1f1c soc1ahs‘m enun-
ciated by the Russian Federated Socialist Repubhc, the malél ﬂc?-tll(_)nt
that helped to organize the Union of Soviet Fed:era;ed _OC:% ISe
Republics.!? The guiding ideology of a social system is the main rorc

that shapes patterns of behavior,

Why Does This Thesis Accept This Definition?

This thesis accepts the definition of anation as set forth by the
Russian Social Democratic Labor Party; Bolshevik and.artlculated
by Joseph V. Stalin in his work, “Marxism_anq the N.aUOﬂalrQllCS-
tion,’’ ‘because that definition is based on objective reality apq ‘.Mt 01’11?
the wishes of various classes of people. E:ased on the definition 0f
Joseph V. Stalin, it is possible to determine whether any group 0

people are a nation. On the other hand the definitions of Leon Trot-

sky and E.U. Essien-Udom are not based on reality. They a}\:’alt ﬂie
will of a people. That will could be the will of some very Tic 1_33_0313
and not based on facts. A group of people who have no indentifiable
territory could say our lost nation is in X territory. We are going Eg
reclaim it. In order to do this, this particular group of people COU1
begin the process of displacing hundreds of thogssfmds fOf Pegsnet
through various fraudulent tactics, iricluding the killing of Inno

people.
I The application of this thesis’ definition of self-determination to
the African-American people. .

A nation is a “historically constituted, stable community of
people, formed on the basis of a Comﬂ,lflT language, territory,
economic life, and psychological make-up.”’* This the‘SIS rr}alntalns,
therefore, that the African-American people are a historically op-

pressed nation of people in the Black Belt area of the United States.
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Outside of the Black Belt area they constitute national minorities
wherever they reside. They are a very stable nation of people, and the
Black Belt area is considered their historical homeland.

This historic homeland is located in an area approximately

958,900 square miles; its northeastern boundary starts in the eastern
shore of Maryland. From there,

through Washington, D.C., and
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabam

Mississippi, Arkansas, and East
boundary,

its northern boundary extends
into Virginia, North Carolina,
a, a portion of South Tennessee,

Texas. Beginning at its northeast
the southern boundary of the African-American nation is
located in Maryland, Washington, D.C., North Carolina, South

Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and East
Texas. 15

It was in the above area that the African-American people
were moulded into a nation of people through the process of
capitalist development inside the United States of America, 16 Coming
from many different African groups and nations, the slaves of the
United States of America were never permitted to understand who
were their ancestors or from what country in Africa they were first
taken to Brazil or other areas in Latin America or the Caribbean, in-
cluding the African slaves from the island of Cuba. The African
slaves in the United States of America, a people whose descendants
constituted the core of the African-American people, were never per-
mitted to read and write or to acquire property. They were slaves, a
people to be beaten and worked until they collapsed.!” English is the
common language of the African-American people, a language they
learned to speak and to utilize in written form from the year 1619 un-
til the present, a language that they are learning more and more to
utilize with greater skill. English is the language from England that
most of the people of the United States of America are learning to
employ as the medium of communication. For many people in the
United States English is not their first language, though this situation
is rapidly changing.

African slaves were used on this rich and fertile land to pro-
duce many agricultural products. After the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, the edict that freed the slaves of the United States of America,
the African-American people began to acquire property, to rent land,
and to engage in share-cropping, a system where one-half of all pro-
fits is given to the landlord or the landlady for the use of the land.

It has been noted, however, that this thesis maintains the
African-American slaves helped to develop their own economy under
slavery. They simply did not control its distribution and profits.
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After the Emancipation Proclamation, the former slaves were now
free through the efforts of millions of people the world over and
through their own internal struggles on all fronts to travel anywhere
and to unite with other Black people in northern areas of the United
States of America. The reverse process was also possible and the in-
terchange helped to produce more economic institutions among
Black people. At the same time these shared experiences and history
as slaves and free people from the Black Race moulded a particular
psychological make-up inside the African-American people. As is
true with all other capitalist nations the African-American nation has
its rich bourgeoisie, its middle class, its working class and its lumpen
proletariat. The psychological make-up varies from class to class.

This thesis takes the position that the African American op-
pressed nation has the option to fight for its independence from the
United States of America. As an independent nation, it is entitled to a
seat in the United Nation and in all other world bodies; as an indepen-
dent nation it has the right to federate with any country in the world.
Moreover, the oppressed African-American nation can unite with
other oppressed nations inside the United States and wage a struggle
for socialism in the United States of America as well as inside its own
boundaries.

The option of independence is open as well as the option for
autonomy under existing economic arrangements, i.e., the oppressed
African-American nation has the right to insist now upon autonomy,
Autonomy now might well improve the misery of the descendants
from Africa, a people who have been formed into a nation inside the
United States of America, a people who have consistently fought for

their own emancipation as well as the freedom of all the people of the
world.

I Summation and conclusion

The following chapter, Chapter Two, will examine the ex-
periences of Tsarist Russia and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the Fourth International to test whether the above con-
clusions are valid. From the experiences of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the People’s Republic of China began to imple-
ment autonomy inside its boundaries after its revolution of 1949. The
Democratic Republic of Vietnam also did the same thing after its
August, 1945 revolution. To know what has happened to the former
nations of Tsarist Russia is critical to the future of the world,
especially to the African-American people, for the slaves of the
United States of America and the serfs of Tsarist Russia were similar
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in many ways, though not the same. Consequem:ly, the issue (if h\si\ﬁ
sations will resolve their affairs and how sub]uga.ted p;oﬂp;eda
povern their lives is still the most pargmount question o A € thzi
('oncerning the Fourth International, it pas taken the pc'351 10(1)1n oy
(he Negroes in the United States of Amenc?. arenot a nauonl. e
other hand, Leon Trotsky maintains that.lf the Black peop ; 1111t
United States of America want to be a natlo.n‘, then t.he Fourtf nter-
hational has no other choice but to mobilize a _flght against im-
perialism on behalf of the Black people of the qmted States. Trot.
After an analysis in Chapter Two of the ideas O.f Leon rc;f
sky, the Socialist Workers Party and the _Fourth Ir_lternatlona.ldop Sihé
determination and how self-determina.tmn was {mpleme'ntz hmt e
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, this thesis will trace in apt'e X
I'hree and Four how the Communist Pa.rty USA handle'd th; quei‘ 1¢::l :
of self-determination. Chapter Four “flll Z.iISO summarize the aclllo s
ol some other major parties and organlza}tlons after Worlcll3 War ic:) "
(he question of self-determination of nations, such as th_e r(;grzsgm_
|.abor Party and the Communist Labor Party: Ref_;arc'hrllgi1 t e‘d .
munist Party USA, that party liquidated itsc?lf in 1944 in the mids o
{he worldwide fight against the fascist A}us powers, becqml‘n% c
Communist Political Association anq 11qu1d'altmg the princip etﬁe
qelf-determination of nations. Reconstituting itself and restoring e
|1l'illi(;i[)le of self-determination after World War_ I_I, thf;1 Ctoi?rl;r;; )
Party USA again liquidated in 1 d959 tlthe position tha
eri were an oppressed nation. B
Ammc?'nl/ﬁeiggliifay for the Black Belt™ is th_e titlle of Chapter w‘w;,
the last chapter of this thesis. How will the ?ustorlc .homelan‘d of tnde
descendants of the former slaves from_ Africa, I_:atll:l Amerlc:ai Ta
the Caribbean develop is a crucial questlop. ConS{dermg the a:rrct }g;
ment of power inside the twelve major mternatlona}lloﬁgilnltz}?elg ;
cited in the beginning of this chapter, what gteps wi kep g w;e)r
pressed African-American nation? Chapter Five \.mll se;el to ]5;111;2 v
(hese three questions and others, strf:ssmg qt all. tlmes. t atd w le the
African-American nation fights for its survival in an mtert.epe ndent
and constantly changing world, it must always help the en érelp kpof
of the world in the fight against hul:tger, un'er_nploymegl ; 1afhin
resources and for the necessities of life: suff1c1e_nt food, clo - nii
shelter, and medical care. Such action l?y the Ajfncan-An;emca o
tion and its national minority areas will .contrlbute to the pct)s1Or
resolution of the affairs of nations and subjugated people, af Cill egWiﬁ
of people whose status must be changed. Th}s thesis, -hopefuthi;, iy
provide the scientific answers for the immediate solution o P

blems of subjugated people anywhere in the world. 3
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