
Dec. ll, 1963 

' '.Dear Ene' 

:It mw o"'od .t.o hca.::- :from yo..:J. u.t ouch leusfm, ·and to havo your lO~t·ri'~-­
of Hov. 231 include uithin it two a.rti.cles. Tho one: on the trndee unions \lill 
'be p~o.fulished in f'ull 1 and tb~ political no tee will be ohorton·:!d considerably_ be­
cause thare are various itu:ns that need baokl;round.mater.iD.l fo:r uae iri tbc u.s., 
and others tb.u.t are omittad thl!t uould be o£ gr-::.::~;";er interest to us. Therefore 
I think that it iH best to spell out wbet NEWS & LE~r~iS is moet concerned 
and how we hope that you aa a ragul~r corres~ndont fr9m Nigeria would_£o!low_·1 ;bl~~11} 

l) Naturally a lo.bor papar lik!.l ours ia primarily concerned. with lAbor 
news. The knerican workere \1D.nt to· know \?b.G.t tho F"it,;erian wo~kers _e.~c doing. ·AnY 
ao1iivit)·, suCh e.s a strike, takes priority aver all other i~tna. And when we rea4.:' 
about ·a trikes in AfriCa, . or anywhere eloo :ror ~Uat !Iiattor, _v;e want to know _wb!lt ·.it · 
11l -th<:: 'rank an:i :f."ilo workc:- .. :10 ·®int;, ·"\<O!.riki.nG, saying .. · T"riiu aeano _-thut· llhuL+e 
Occur wi.thin your area-, it would bo seed to :i-'"ltervitYrl the workers ori Strike and lOt 
them sootJ-.:· for thema9lveil. ~ihcro tb.ut i:; not poA"ible, .then, of COW"'ae, you roport 
wbnt is l.~cportud in the !ligorllh pref..s, SJ'Jd here too selection should be of'·l'!'hat 
th~ rank and !'ile worker io doing, then l'/'h..'l. t -his tl:"l:Ul~ union lcaderal:.ip ia1 and 
finally if there nrG· morO tbD.n ono Union inv_ol ved, wbet\tel." they arc colle.boratiOg, 
or fighting each otberJ and it" oo, w~'? In thu.t raupact, v;r, also want_ to know if' 
thooa bavo inte-rn~:~.tiona.l relatione. For e:xamplo, evor:,.· one in !1-f'rloa. · apea.ks o-1: 
African londership1 ao ~inst 11 i"oreign" 1 but the truth ia that tbera atill_o.re 
two, not one, African center, ~d. neither .Acero nor Dakar were tr.Uy indopondOnt, 
one.~loaning on ICl-TU and tb.a other on the wrTU, in otller wordo, the trade union 
b~e'of' tho so-called West e.nd Fast. Now. I kna~o· ,how bur~auoratio .tb.e AF.L-CIO :1e1 
but ·"thero io· still ·::ore tr,.j.de U.."'1ion f"reed.ol!l in it than tl-.er€1 is in the Rueoian or 
Chinoce-d.ocina. ted trade un.tona -that aro. tr..ll;.r pu:re ar..d simple ~ orb-.ms. and not 
t~.t-a.ll._ihUop.;,ntlttnt ·YNl"'¥;:lii.(:S olaua oz>Gan:i.za.tioo.;:;:. Cn. t::..o -ot!:lc-r~~H>!,-._ t"b.c:ro ma:;:.be:-.;.· 
oc..::1e cases wb.aro, thotlbh a union in At'l:'icu. bolonss or doean't balonc <to an intorna­
tionul bodyJ it otill operates l"or tt:e WC.'l'"kal.'S 1 inter~ots trl.thin the oount=7~ But 
in tbat ouco, one hs.s tu nay ::so opsnl!f. o.nd OQt go on th6 basis t~t .American Cll<>rl<<n"'c 
don't lalo;• the "ina" and 11outc1' .of' theo"'" thill8s~ So tho.t, if you :repOrt, f'irat 
raoto, then activities,_ ort;:.-an:i~tions, and a.lwb.yo, alTI~s, keap in mind. the .:"a.l1k 
~d: fllo, then your _r"'port.a will be tru.l;r or h~lp not only tc the American reader, 
but European and African rea.dcrJJ for we ar~ a.n intorna.ticnn.l paper as well. 

2) UF.IIS r., L~-'?1..··;-:rtS c:::r..uiC.cro itself' e.lso ~C.l.'Xis~Hu:nardst, 
meO...''lO we are inta:t•esteO.. ir, politica. :But OUl.•a iD o. ~u:l.":i di.ffcrant type of 
Vie 3ro not too interested in what "pa.rty" a worker is a. mcmOOr of" half as much as 
";?bft.t hie aopirntiono ar.d actionc are. Th:?-:t•efo.ra Then you report _on parties, it 
aeuin most ba oriented toward labor, but hera you nuct c,'"iva us back.Bround· inf'ozmation. 
For example, vlt.en you, in your political nows, speak of' NPV as "the only party wi'th 
a do!"inito tone and. bea.l.~ing in :ilit;.aria,tt you know it 11.• f"oudalistic but --to the ""'e''~'"" 
rca.dor it m&.y sound as if you approve. In a word• you mwt be utore ersoific &:.'not. 
use such abatroct terms a& "dei'inito tone and bcal.•ins" without saying.!!!!:! it ia. ," 
In tbic case it w0.1u ec.ay to subatitute :tor tb.u-t l'hrnae "the onl¥ J>(1.rty tbut knows what 
it iVnnts and what it w?..nts is ret~ntion o"£ ·6'1liru.tes and feudulian." Dut 1 f'irat, we 
cbouldn•t need to edit your matE~rial, aml, second, aanetimo I won't know what. n 
oortc.in p:;.rty or parson JJts.nda :ror and the:r~:rore w:i.ll aimpl:r_ have_ to _cut it.. -For 
axn.":Sple1 I do not know what 110kpan:. Drigada" .io, and tlto1.J6h ;rou too a~ "the doctrine · 
oi" Oitp..'l.raierm God only knowo what tho.t mtJans11 , you ronlly do knoYI a lot mor-e tban we, 
und you woultl ba.vc to oxplain .,,,.ho J)r .. Okpure. io a.nd 'rl'bat ho ooid or· pratemlen be was 
doi71B' w,-.m 00 ento.hli"hecl thu;fm bri~c!Ga, Facto &.::"e needed nlso uhun ,YOU 3peak 
of wealth-that iH to ou.:r 1 to nwno &uce oi"f'i'O'Iai'" .:md the paltt.tial h.oule be liveo in, 
or which foreiGYl oapitr,list euterpriocs he rel>ro_st;nta. ThUD yot( do wall \'fhun you 
hit out auraiuot PJ.·~ventivu Uot._;nt.ion Act b<;Co.UtK~ it io oc.:ncrote, ·.Jut to apuok. o:r 
any onll for 11Moro Stn.t•iu iu nopu1Jlic or !:igoria." rnoana nothint: to us booauae 
11 otateo1 rig"htc" ia prooieely the most renctionary fornl..tl& which Soutb. USA is usinG 
not only aeainat Fcdorul Oovt)nununt which \':q.nto to cotnblinh. civil rishtu on n 
no.tiollu.l buoia, but ia u. formula to i"isht ~riGhts. _In a. word, tb.e:t 9i675or 



-2-

mort s'tatee or do-contraliv..ation coulU. be eitb.er p:rot:;roeaive or reu.ctioiiai;y:;· and 
we would need to know tho~inciplea t~t underlie this _Zioht be£ore t~ 
pDoition, or eveu kno\rlng what tho poeition or the other tru.l:t is. J:.know that 
RUUC was :fight in,; £or Ufederalie:m" anl'!. the Action C:roup f'iehtint,; foi" 11ragionol 
f'ederalism11 , CB_Oh wantinG to ba boss ·"in ita ~e;ion or the- whole cotmtrY,_ and ·so 
~e .wouldn•t ba interested in either. On tb.e otber band, if l\ fight :Cor- an 
independent state was not :tor tribal -l.-m'J.'3ons~ b11 t. for- \ro:rkingelase reasons aEJ · 
Eaotc;rn !Uscria wo.e, in itL' past &.t J.Eiast, more r~vol~tioria.r-J thaa •.:lither West or 
North, then it would be a different atory u.ltogotrun.·~ So, al9lin we come back_ 
to the mnssea, tho wori::'3ra, what do t'cey wanti -~'hyJ what do tbcy say; a.ro. they 
!'ighting merelJ a tribalist fight or for eocinliat i11depandence, e_tc.e_to. 

For cxer.tple, ! h'lVt~ J.~eatl in We at /...fries. tho:.t ::J:r. 'I'unji Otel)b~?ya intends 
eettillJ.) up a now party, callod Socia:iot Par_ty. :t"nowin.g, hbV otront;ly b.e leana 
towards_ Ca;:rmunif!'liJ, I would \'I.'J.ut 'to l::l1oV1 (a) ls usocialiat~Party" jus-t a nome, but 
nctually \\'ill follm"t the RwJoif'..n I'::O'..nmunii'3t or Cbineee C0011n~,iat linG? (b)ls it 
ronaming the !iiL.""Ori;;;.n Youth Concreoa, or doe~ it ll.awo a new mass base oitber--in 
youtj!, labor, ate.? (c)i!ill tlu\t :&»rty ":follow the loe.der", or h!:!.ve genuine · 
intra-part:r Uccooracy and concreto l.~-:tlntiona with tlJ.e masses who will Det _the line, 
or v.-1.11 that line be e~t by so;ne ono eil.ie? (d)Io it a nut:ivm .. l p.."lJ.--ty, OJ."' only in 
a. few ro~oiona? Do write me abo'.tt it, and we Oa.."l judeo after the.~ uhether we wish 
to publioh an it~ on it. 

3)Aloo·i tber.3 lc 11A:fr1cC..n Sooia.liBm", ao umbr-&lla tb.ut cov.::rs m•w.~1P"e. 
political tcndoheieo. I wrote a·,picce on it··y.ib.ich I ancloae, and .I beliave that· 

···piece~ wbioh· nlsu -'iw."'--th& rubt.itle•· !!if-I.Oj··nvt-·;.. !~.:." Lo.tv::t"U~-~i=::.1"? 11 --::ill·be po..tbli~b.e-1 
in Presonoa Africair..o. JJoe.e the English ~d:i.tion e;ot t"o :1ic30ria? DO you read it? . 

4)F1nall~t on U:Er;::.int-nume.nis:n, ::ainco you are just bpJginning, I 
believe-first end forcmoot, 1~ to get cne'c ~rinciploc otruight, and not wg~ cbout. 
orga.."'lization. .Ac ;rou cca i"rom the Com:::titu.tion o1~ the News & L~J~t~rs Co:unitt3eS :t 
cnclooo, wa openly ca:.r ·.-.·c ro::a not .:.;. .r.a.rt:r e.nd ::::w.l-;.e no pre'tenao at being; t7e are a 
bocly o~ id.ua.o. Wbnt organization o~ o. -permanent natura rt!::ntl-t f:'om that-

whether o:l.::tply ';1h:J.t we co.ll C\U"Bt!lVen now ,!!!!~UU~'-1:~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
yout}l culls it"ol;~ • ..!.!?..!!.!!IS,.~=:E~:;: l'!~~~t~~:~a.~~).: doeon't r.lo.ttor. .:!.: 
does, whether it io in the· r.'reat!c:n !\on movcr:mt, o::- in t!.::.:to.bliuhins nn"Y ::"elations 
vn a world scale that in indepcr.dont boLh froo cr~pituli~ and oocm~~ism , that aountae 
T.e all o£ oourso belong to dli'i'oreh1i trndo un:!.onn, dopondi:ng on job, and also !\mo­
tion in other organizations on o. OL·noreto bu.c:io, like ci"til rit;h"tBJ but TJhen it 
ceomo& tv thu total n\rl.losopb.Y o!" ]1\rxi:rt-F.lXmnim, we w!.ll not ~vo nn iota and 
~b.eref'ore me.intalt\ tho ci~plA C~~-::it~O(l t;: .. w o£ O':"gn..,im-t-!.;;:n or ell -::h.o think like 
uc. You me.y i"es.l tba"t bclon';;!nc to co~c orc:;a.r..i:~ation :lD [L b:::a.ae ii\c.y hnlp, so long · 
no wh.n.t you do io prvl~l-.:e.ndi~'! Mr..rxi:Jt-;In;rnanir.t ideuo, thnt ie it. Or it may bo 
beat or o.ll--i\C soon us you c.-ot ~.P:XISII!:.~EE:"'!:-to :-~to.rt n olaos in the. t.. Certain­
ly, aa you t.."'~t tn.\VS & I;:rTr.RS each mor.th, ~ou cholD.d <\.:tacueo t:nd s~e what the others 
£eel, and ta!;:., it i"ror.1 thoro .. 

no 'lo '!:lo:P'J th.r.t by now ~~ou bbvu- received e.ll o·ur 
pa::i)hlato1 · pn:"JC:r-O, b()ol::o, antl Politi('Cil 1\~tt~:::-c no wall ns the -t.ype\ttit3r. We will 
oend you n oinslo copy or NEWS !.: lE'!'TERS E."e.cb nonth by nir :nnilJ but.-:.ir 1113-.;_:.--:!e 
~oo oxponaive for bUI'I-!les n.nd oo we will ju~>t h.·we to wait till the umterinl,roaclwo 
you.. Wo al~3- go to preoa tbe middle oi' thr-: month, and we neotl 12 flftyB tc ·Pi"epare 
for printer, etc. eo it !I!I)o.nn thnt. tho dcndlin~ nl\"'Jl.Yt' is £!ret cr e~cond. or $aoh 

~'~· .. ··· Ole-a ia our 0:-c,'"a:'Ji~.utiorr~l Socrotary nnd all she writes 
n-ri·d- f!.t.mdo -ut off'icial. I'm. too oi"ten c~1t o.r town. eo it 1~ bunt to sond. direotl:, to 
tb.c off'ica a.n oho a.hvnys knov:e: '\'lher~ I c::::. ::md how t<.' roach me. The Decouber ioau.e 
will bn of:r next wee-k and '\'till bo oent ycu i.'l:'!ledi!ltcly co y<m'll ~.,a our ar.a.lyais 
of' the trac;ic nooanoinv.tion or ?rcoi<lcmt !\ennedy. Ue('.nwhll~ I oncloae aleo the 
picturo & New Year•e cr(!!etint;.'"B. FrnttJrn1:.t-lly, 9676 




