Dec. 11,1963

- Dear Fmet

o . It #as guod to hear from yoa st such lenghh, and to have your lettor

of Hove 23, include within it two articles. Tho one on the trndes unions will a

be published in full, and the political notes will be phortenad considerably be—--
cause there are varicus itens that need background material for use-in the U.S.,

and others that are omittosd thzt would be of gr—‘"*:ar interest to us. Therefore.

I thinic thet it 1a bost to apell cub whket NERS & LLTTERS is ndst conce"‘nc:‘. with,
"~ and how we hops that you a8 a regular correspondent from Nigaria would .f.‘o" low thraughs

: 1} ne.turally a labor papor liks ours is primarily comemsd with hbor
news, - The American workere want to know what the Nigerian workers avo doing. - Any.’
cactivity, mich &8 a strike, takes pricrity over all) othor i‘r.r.cna- And when we reoad
abkout strikes in Africe, or anywhere elsc for Lhat matter, vwe want to know whot. it

" ig thé vank znd file workez As doing, whinking, saying. - Tois neana’ boet-where- st

occur withlin your area, L1t would be gocd to interview the workers on strike and lot
them gpesk for themapived. Vhere thut ic not poasidble, then, of course, you roport
whet is reported in the Higerien press, and hove too selection should be of what
the rank and file worker ip doing, then whot his trede union lesaderskip is, and -
finally if there are more then cne Weion involved, whether they are colleborating,.
or Tighting each other; and. if sc, why? In that raspsct. we also want_to know 1f
theas have internutjonel relations. - For example, every one in Africa speeks of.. "
African leadersbip, as sgainst “icre:.gm“ but the truth is that thexrs still- are
" two, not one, African conter, ané neither Acere nor Dakar were truly indepondent,
one_lesning on ICFTU ané tho other on the WFTU, in other wordes, the trade union: .
vodipe of the so-cellied West end East. How, I know how bursaueratio . the AFL-CIO is, -
but there 19 2till more trude wnion freedfom in it then there is in the Ruegian or - -
. Chir-cse-domimtod trode undons that are truly ;m:ra ard Bimple utata orgong-and not -
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T abTallTindepelident vworklig 0lass ongen: Lmhi\nm- - On ths-other band,y thore mey-de g

gume cames whers, thowgh a union in Africn belungs or doessn't belong to an interna-
tional body, it still operatee for thke workers' interests. within. the countzy.  But

- in that oace, one hes tu Bay oo opsnly. snd not go on the basis that American workers
- don't know the "ing" apd “outs" of these things, So thak, if ydu report, First |
facts, then aoctivities, orgenizations, and alweys, always, keap in mind tho -:mk

and. £ile, then your reporis will be tauly of belp neot only tc the American rea.der,

- but Europenn end !i‘ric&n readers for’ we aTe & intornaticnal raper as welle o HRe

: 2) MNFWS % LW TERS c..r..ait.srts itself also xarxis‘b-Hw:mrdst, and this =
menns we are interested in politica. Bubl ours ip & very different type of politics.
%e ara not toc interested in what "party" a worker is a2 member of telf as much as in. &
what hie aspirvations and actions are. Tharefore xhen ysu report on parties, it - .7,

" again must be oriented towsrd labor, but hera you must give us buckground- information. b
‘For example, when you, in your politiesl nows, speak of NF¥ as "ihe only party with- %8
a definite tone and bearing in Higariu," you know it ir feudalistic but to the Amerio
reador it muy sound as If you approve, In g word, you munt be more gpecific & not
uge such sbotroct texns ap “"delfinite tone and bearing” without suying what it is.

“In thic case it was easy to substitute for thut phruve ™the only periy T thot knows wimt
‘At wants ard what it wanis is reteniion of ‘emirutes and feuduiism."  But, f:.'r.'at, we. =
chouldn't noed to edit your maierial, and, second, scametime I won'i know whit o'
cortein party or person stends for and thercfore will s8imply bove io cut-it. For :
axaaple, I do not know what "Okpars Brigade" is, and tbough you toa Bsuy Mihe dootrine -
of Okparaism God only knowa what thot means", you really do know & lot more than we, -
and you would bave 1o oxplain who Nr. Okpura is ond what ho said or pretendsn he was.
doing when ne established thuse brigudes. Factu &re needed anlso when you apeak - -
of wealthe—that is to sy, Lo mme some offieilsl znd the palutial hows he lives in,
or wnich foreipgn scepitalist enterprices he reprosunin. Thas youi do wall when you
kit out egainet Preventivu Detenilen Act bocause it i cvnerete, dut to spenak of
any ¢nll foxr "Moru Staitew in Ropublic of Nigerie" means nothing to us boosuse
nptaten' righte" ls proeleely the most reactionary formuls which Scuth USA is using
not only against Fedoral Goverumsnt whick wants to establish civil rightuv on' a
nutionul basis, but is a formule to fight human rights. In o word, t.'ne'.f.‘iéht for
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more: s8tates oY de—contralization coulik be either pmg;ro&sive or reuct:.unary, and :
we would need to know the principles th:t underlie this Tight before taking :
pocition, or even knowing what the position of the other truly is. I know that:
NUNC wae fighting for “federalism" and the Action Croup fighting For "reglonal-

’ federalim" each wanting to be boss in its region or the wiole country, and so
we wouldn't be interested in eitber. On the other hand, if a Tight for-am s
indepemien‘ state wae not for 4ribal remsons, btut for’ werkingelass. reasons ag’
Tastern Nigeria was, in ity past a4t least, more revolutionary than cither West: or.:
North, then it would be a different story ultogather So, again we coxa back
to the massen, the workers, what do they want; why; what do they say3. &ro; thear
‘Tighting merel.,' a trivalist fig‘n‘o or for aocinlist :uuiependencs, etc. e..c. o

g For example, T have read in Fent Africa. thet Dr. Tunji Gtegbrye inte"zda ‘
settin@. up 4 now ;u:rt,{. cal‘ed Socialint Part Purty. Enowing,bbw stirongly he leara
towards. Communiem, I would wani to know (a) Is "Soccialist™ Pariy™ just a name, but
actually will follow the Ruusicn Nosmunist or Chinese Communist line? (B)Is 4t

- ronaming the Nigarizmn Youlh Congreos, or does it Laive & pew mass base either in

youth, labor, ste.? (e}WEll that party "follow the leader", or huve ‘genuine - :

intra—party democracy and concrete Talations with the massea  who will cet the line,
or will that line be szt by scme one eldBe? (d}In it a mationul party, oxr only in -

a few regiono? Do write me about it, and we czn Judgo after that whethor we wish

to pu‘blinh an item on 1t. i

. 3)15.1593 thers ic "Africen 5001,111:3::1" o umbrells that covers multiplé’
- political tendehcies. I wTote &, picce on it- wh:\.cn I enclone, and I belleve thet -

o '”piece; which also teo the @mbiitlss "Why Wot A New Indornotisnal-wils ~be ""‘1"1"“““"
.. in Presonca Africaine. Yoes tue Inglish edition got to: Higeria? ‘Do you read iy?

e inall"' on Hs.r:ciat-l’fwnenism ainca you are Just 'b-sginning,

'believ:! first end foremoot, is to get one's pr inciplaz atruight, and not wony e.bout
orgonization. Az you see from the Constitution of the News & Ludtters Coumittces I .
encleose, we openly say we 8T¢ not & party and make no pretensc at being; we.aTe &
body of idzapn. What orgunization ¢f o permanent nature would result. from that---
whether olmply whit we coll curselves pow News & Letters Coomittees, or pz the
‘youth callas itsell Youn;: Neryizt-Humanist, or, ac in Scotland, Marigt~Bunanist G.__p_..
doeon't matter. It im what onc thirkn, netisnally ond interne$icpnliy § what one.
dogx, whatker it iz ir the Freedcm Now movement, or in ectablishing now rclations -
‘on & world scale that 1o indeperdont both from copitelise and cumoueaism ,  that countas
“¥e all of courss belong to difierent trnde uniond, dcponding on- Job, and.also fune— -
tion in other orgenizations on & ocnereto bucis, like civii rights; but vhen it

comes .t the total nluilosophy of ﬁrﬁs‘b-!’manim, we 7ill not givo an iots and
therefors meintaiy the sinplea Committon trmo of organiznditcn of 211 vho think like

us. You may fesl that belonziag to some srgavivation ao o bLase Acy kelp, so long .

‘ag whot you do 1o prupszgendics Horxist-Humanict idenn, that is it, Or it may be: -
Yeat of sll~—no Soon &8 you wot N/PXISHETREENON—to start & olenos in that. " Cerdain=-
ly, ag8.you get NIUS & LUTTINS cach month, you r.hom.ld discuse znd sece¢ what the othera .
- Teel, and talke it froo tkero. :

: e do hopr thnt by new you huve received 2ll ouwr - -
pazpklate,  paners, books, and Poli iical lottere no well as the ypewr*tar. We will
send you & ningle copy of NEWS ! f: INTTERE ee.c’h month by air maily but-Lir maslule :
00 expongive for bundies and so wo will just have to weit till the moterial. ros.clmn .
you., We alwnyn go to press the middlc of the month, end we neod 12 deya tc—prepare :
for printer, etc. o it mesns that tho deadline al\cnw: is firet c¢r geeond of dash
nontk, .

g Clga is owr Ozgunlrution~i- Secrotary and all ske writes |
and sendo 1€ official, - I'm too often cut of town, =o it ip best to send directl. to
the office an cho always knows where I s and Low to reach me. The Decenber iosue -

will b5 of £ next week and will be sent you irmmedintely oo you'll see our arslysis -
of the tragliec nmsanuination of Yregident Yennedy, Yepnwhile I enclouo aleo the

“ploturo & New Year's greetings. Fratornally, . e







