Daar Jaan'

. ' ‘Ono-half m‘1“idn 1ﬁavae et on thy sireets in. rar*s,
333 ‘the air waves, and. thisg-5a She first gcu& .““u in two- tense
waeskeglnce evaryonun fro¢ the Somzunizis o PElimliin wAre alaylng'
rbdliticg =—and conly: the. counter-revolutlion’ 1n Algeria, in Corsica
and’ in France 1tself, that which haaisd by 4de Gaulls as 1ng S
a@riﬂusly, atriving or power: a I**Wor. _

i o is it too laun-whavL 10 years of vommun‘sanhucia’iat
,uJﬂa‘bing of ‘the mageess' desirn for a nev zooleby taron 1&8 rcll
sn& ﬁs Gaul’@ ui Y “eaeh nowar nﬂveluhﬂlpﬂﬂ?

: '-qa”In any assey ‘: iz 6 ineh euch qupstiona are nou
neoided in parlianentary halls. but on the strocts and Oﬂly maa.
motion can possibly bprevent Mhe insvitable bouvbaois BOTO Lo T
"fappoinm, with amerloa spiling on s .la q&snnhc;er who has al“uagy
1nfowreu 5} anny that 1I 11Le ca hau119 '

: The Tnba aI Lurope hns ‘nover baesn mors at Qbakm'Sincef
lﬁaga—and if you sould at o1l write us an oh—-the-—s50% "ngorz EE
£ ‘would be graat not only in inforeing tha Jdmariéan workers, but
aring "O“‘@u’dl"‘ +w MC.-J--'."-'E, o asnatevny limd gad. nﬂr_,{:n‘!' thnt 4g -
ncssibln when youa ara as feow ne we . ars, for ihs evend ua’iuies.r
. that aTs sure o Kesop on . drvelo] *ng in the nexy few c*;t‘ca}
waalts and montha. :

I I 2on! t ¥now wnathnv I nqﬁ sa1 ‘Fou Hrnviuaal?

2 eopy ol 1hh small wrkera' newspoper that I am now connected .
with, NIUNS & LRTTRAS, but I. acnt you obe undergcsarate cover. now,
dnd 1n an“ cace you woulP xnon Lha Jud*enea I have An mlnq. ’

- R "The lost 2 Wuﬁns he heve - all hBrn 14ving in France
'bu* it ois absolanzl impcscible to have & full pleturaiwhen you
are DOY. pﬁjSlw’ .here and have ocontzet wiih French "ﬁrVP“a,h"
int=ilactuals, and tha spivdt .of Francs 1n genaral. . Laat week -
;I had’ alsc writien - to Damnn in It2ly who hag contact with al smallif
‘groug in rruuca called Sogiallsmn cu rn"oarlg_(a £oriodloR) i <
ﬂﬁiﬂn CLHJanea haa a-hand, by e &qy}anu who I aasumiod would have”
one <o TFrancen ool gan whet ean bs dcne ror # repors aa Xtaly @eas.
Cfan nnythin¢ this serloua au penling in ”v&gca “na113 megne. Bll
01 nnstnru "u“oue. Tou g9t »n shuddar sass thyvoupgh Lo you Lo Jh nk
thpt Wi I1 oould Rnve ha; pennd and gono, and all the rrfalus S
in: tho enlonlez, and theo mees pa-«lﬂa ant the amauil leflt eup*ngs*“
ond: yot Pagolea could onse agp;n raehter the seenae and aJPJC ot
the . d—BnmJ anﬂ VUe-D2sHE world u“ruLg?e for power ““’&%nrln af’c'
‘m III . S o

I wnoy this %a the timq for scslon, not for vorde,
put’ Qn.l"B*J ennnot Panlly bo geparaiad Tfrom aa sivity, snid .80 I o
rosend, 1F 8% all reasible, m‘eran gc wriua at onee o©n t“e aiuuution
in Franca. .

Yours,

NS

d
u




;‘_Pa.rla, Zune 1, 1958 _ &;0’/‘-”{"‘ ¢ qfi‘?'

K Dea!‘ Raya, — A B ._”w.“"nm‘.mmﬂwm“ﬂb :

country, while pecple w1th1n ‘France .
doa't give a damm. . The lesson one-yo

f present’ situation,-is the ﬁ@gin}’}bsence ‘of ;the working cless on the “poli i-ca_'
scene. - Jurelys there a.re millYIsH6 . of them, bui only as' an sconomic category; 'da
A Sne ooTett: they i

Coa body ca) abla..'to _voice i r own sims .in & fighting epirit,

mpfy*‘ o nob;
. Today Sunday; the sky being. bright, 1
y evening, ‘in messe,: -they'll go to . Ehe;

policy of dhe commies at. the time they#&nuommisa

'\a.nd the Mof Toeent memories, of the purely pro-Risatan’ equally 1a.bor-bre

g
at
1.
\

political strikes ‘enginesred: by the sare commics once they ‘were out’o

!'the catholic GiF.T.C., whose bosses and to a lesser degree rank, anl -Tile’ are” me

¥left-minded" ‘than the F.0. outfit, 'but.not really ‘epough to make 1ove wit !

“commmista (by the way, it is a remerliable thing that catholic wonL.crs ‘and

lectuals are morally, if ’_gp_tupola.t:.cnlly, more. coura.ggous and more Ronest than

the traditiond]l "le _ )

gest union. of them all =- but nom the less entirely isoleted i"rom the" other Por-

mationss  What that isolation really means is shown by the C.G.T.ls appoal %

a. ‘local (i.t concerned.only PaTis) general strike fof one’ smgle afterncon ’(L?ey L9
‘wgs mesnt,” in fact, te get-a feeling of the workers'. resnonse, a i‘ee i

Y the...r rea.diness to stand_ up and f:.ght —— if necessary

- ;~f&gtx It was a; resound.:.ng flop,‘

: snt-_-: On the other handy may T po:nt out that the "one-=half million people o
- the streéts in Paria? —- @ parade in wai chgea.gerly Yook for ¥ihe’ first geod news
in two tense weeks®™ == yere. just about two hundyed. thousand; half ¢f them:on—
:_lookerses Onh yes, there were workers among the remaining }mndre-d:"i:lmu’e?n?;“btrt” als
fea Daladier, Mendes-France, Philipy Gazier, eklc., ‘and their. cli.en‘.;ble, al
" ‘pest, present or futude ministers of French capital, yelling "Vive la® Republiquel
- under the benevel e_of thousands uggg_jhmsands of cops _whosa sa. t ‘patro
‘im“Jules MSGH, & "minority soclalisty ii you plaase&*‘rﬁ Samo - Mock Who with th
abora:hi.on of his Shkelinist celleagues in the first de Ga.ulle govern=

- ~ment had workers ‘so well clubbed to death thai Time Magezine calls him the toughes

‘ gop France cen boagt- of's “Thue %hey woenty & "disciplmed“ parade relegaued. o th
peripheral secticns of gross-Paris, without s single-.class-conscions slegan 3
only the O.F. activists yelling "Fasciem wont - -passi? a yell burstinc, with demapg—
ogutry, & yell with no moro revelutionery réality in it than there is socialis
in"the rotten souls of. Messra: K. or Mollot.. Anc}hg%you see, wera- it not’that
‘the workers have alicnated their class—consciousfitad into the hands of. commuii st
& socialist parties and their union bosses, were it not for that, I*d consider’;
the gbuence of the workera "sut:on the streeis” as a positive, encouraging:phen=
omenont .1t would have meant that they refused to endorse cepitaliat -solutiona for
capltal's spke, refused to:fight and lie for one forum of cless~domination, againet
gnother =~ as thoy so ofton did in hictory. It would heve moant that they unders
stood that, should they fight for the Fourth Republic againat de Gaullels: ‘Repulbr
lic, there was only one possible issue: their dead bodies. - Yes, it would have

. been a preat exalting thing, were thoy absent on the stireets by clear deliber—"
atlon. ' But ne, if they u.ren't there it is not by clear deliboration, it is by
doi‘ault- : ’ S . :

\ How, what i all thet fuss about faaciam‘f Whore are the big ~i.'ght'is.t mABEOR,
thei* organizations, their political -parties, their crowded rallies?. Nover 1n
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.. . modern hietory of France have extremist rightist movements dwindled into nothing-
... ness ms it is the caso today. . Gramted,.thero are always Fascist-minded edventurers,
77 but that's what they aret adventurers: Should thoy be crazy enough to:think ' that!" . §
. this was tho.-tims‘for---actien;_‘t._'xgy’._woul'dn'}' be mble to mugter two thousand fight~- -
‘ing goons. :A;Ej; gly & Le Pen, =, Demarquets) are just plain hooligans; aven today's
o Algeria didn*tWaAt of—thoi¥ kindy tHe Tirst was arrested there, the iwo othersi’: i<
. were uxpelled mamu militari; they are no more representative &f a Fascist: Tmovament’

.. in:France, than MoOarthy was & representative of a Fascisi-Smovement™ in’ the U5 "

- - Let's leave aside the question: concerning:the nature ‘of Fascism, for instance' the
“fact thit itisprings into being - I have in mind Italy and Germahy, the only: two:
“.%pure® examples of Fascism - as & resuliof national monopolistic cepitali:bein

J oo erushed (into bits under the deadly blows of intermational-cartels.: Let?s.rather
=" Ueonsider the miin geguels of such a situation, i.es the inevitable 'dislocation’of
- #v “the: State aparatus and the traditicnal “bourgeoi§-institutions, which T tirH ereate
. a soeial ¥OId - gso that whils the ruined capitalists desperately try to recapture. .
‘. 'their lest privileges they Find themselves facing o working olees which is also, ‘and:-
. At the sAme time, bidding for power. It is only when thﬁwﬁ;@b'—iﬁ" R
. police, its whole represgive machinorysie unable to:cope with o working class aciu-:
Emm""bmly’:ﬁaaclﬁng for powor; that the objective neéd arises for suxiliary
reprossive Torces: para~miliimry formations, regimentetion of labor, destructioniol
7" the parliamentery system, physical and:moral violence, well =~ the whole brothel - - '~
© - of bokrgeois ethics when the bourgeois become afraids. Yet, Fascism,;Fascist un=:i =
" rept, mobilizing millions upon millions of people —~ workers and peity bourgeois -~
alilkke = is not, and never was, en®d never will be, a project capital will underiske
lightheartedly. No, capitel loves"order"; snd modern’"enlightened” capital—ha ry-
oo, well leprnod. an important lesson, namely that it is far more profitable te: “off -
' the working messes with big unions, better weges, sociul banefits,.etc., tHik-to -
U 'Pight-it out on' & global scale... for whet? since day in and day out the workers '
.. 'go on.producing -surplug~value. It may even be that capital, in’ some ;of its more .
; stupid quarters, thinks it has solved the riddle; but however irrational-in‘the.. -
Lo, lémg run, capital is not irrational enough to provoke the working masses into a-. ¢
o pivil war contest just for the fun of it. For Faccism to bocome a reslity: instead :": .
" ofibeing & corrmumist political swindle for apgitatien's seke, for Fasoiam to become

& real social living menacc, there ie need for an objective,-definite situstion:: :

the felling apart of the capitalist traditional State and the workers' comsclous. . .

will to fight on their own terms for a radicaly revolutionary transformation” of-the

. whole social fabric.. Do you know of such’e situatien in France? &re French wor-:
kers bidding now and here for power? Would you propose ~ and if Yes,: on what basis =
that French capital is on &ts knsos and French State eparatus in'the gutter? Would..
you perhaps propose that French. capital is-on the brink of collapse, and ‘that the-.

present avents are indicative of g situation rapidly leading in. that. direction? .

wWell, let's sec...Loi!s.sec if it;not rather the contrary. . L

) e + . [RaT e ORI AL TR - Y......-a-""":‘"'a‘. .

Frenco's politieal institutions have not really changed since the birth of the
Lhiyd Republic, in 1870. Though emonded, tho Gonstitution of the Fourth Rep. has '\
" failed to adjust itself to the new prevai.li‘&g capitalist relatiens. The bulk of .M

“French. juridleal & political fnstitutions =ke vtill teday tuncd into reseonance ll'ﬂtlll
" with proporty relations as thoy existed undor competiitd capitalism. Tis is due. =

/- to many Tuctors, of which the mospt important and, in tho last analysis, the decislive

SR one, was the {g rcelling of land:during.-ths-Fronch—Revolution end, if.-I may say ac, -
S \ ths (atomisat gb?i'_p?o'ﬁi?ty over the wholo compass.of the country. Even now, while
.- thers 15 & tremondous accurulation of wealth and capital, France otill 1s a.place !
c " of smell owners, small shopkeecpers, gmnll iddleomen. For instance, there i3 one ;
‘shop Tor . every 40 inhxbitants; though there are trading enterprises that ompley  *
o -\hmxdruds. and oven thousands of clorgks, the average of salaried employees per - .,
- ‘huginoss (i.o. trade) is 1.1/4, which ecoana that from 70 to 80% of chepa are oX-—;

Ploitod cn a family basis. That this is obsolote, ruincus, and properly medieval -
foited en o _ | " s *
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. as; vt. is there nevt to ‘neme of the . "ost modern i.ndnat“ial realisntiﬂns ""-the
__..world. such ag gteol mills, suiomobile, chemical combines; electronics,: dams,
letes, is quite o‘ﬁvxous."‘-—‘.f’éf thcrmva & ‘perfect-example o?"*he“fme

~.  botween "law" and.reality, between super— and infrastrusture Mavx speaka of in -

. the Introduction of The Critigue. : (Even in the 'U.5. there survive such’ ‘anachro

o phero:nena, as-for ingtence when-g few: miaurahle, ‘ridhiculous shaop-bresders, ‘with:

.- no:importance at ‘all’in ‘the” American economy,, succoed. in getiing . a bill: throv.gh

- the sena:l:e An Fdefense of American. wool®; “the: clear result being: thai, cutioff

i~ the: Amer:.oa.n market by high$ custom’ dutles ‘Australian’ importers retalie.ted dgainst

. Americon .goeds —=-a "deal” in which V.S. industry looses: yearly several 'billion

: 'j_do.;lars “in expnrts, ‘the .same cen be gmid for bicycles, watches, etcs, or atill

. for, the artificial rate of ‘silver due to the Nevada® lobby.) -Here and tha'-o, since
.the end. of first world: war,: attenpts were made to adjust. the obsolete legal ms'
';_'t:l.tut:.ons to the new property relations that \-rere 'bu:.ld:l.ng up: in’ th.e wake "~ Of. ex—

'—panding monopoly: cupital, btut ‘so tremondous was the pressure of: doew compati'biva

.-eapital- rapresented’ in the Leg:.sls.ture Ty, hundreds”of deputies: and: senatora, B

: -"permeatad. the publie adm:.nistr,a.tiona with sons. and. nephews~ of sma.ll cnpitali.sts

- that all-legal efforts to overhaul the: "ayatam" es  thoy call it now’wa.s doomed.

- I thet there was. nothing new’ historically spesking, for. each time capitn. hai

©'¢ trensform itsélf from one form.into_anothor it wea compelled. to fight it out in s

© . edviliwars “THe Vlidle h: history of 18th century boUrgeois. ravolut’iwons...dg icts” t.he

E ;f‘_’d:.fflc bloody transformations-of- capital-from manufesture.to compet: B

g competition to monopoly- t now-the times_of bourgeois rovolutions aré over{ \-

-4 [ The only revolutions we wilticas are those oI feudal ecﬁ‘omius“jumpiﬁg‘heedl &

;| State capitalism, by-passing the intermediary stoges of liberal-capitaliam.’ In
Franco, notwiithsionding the: schizoid split beiween the productive forces: m;ai
mard +he old~fashioned. socigl institutioms)y indusirial capital’ maged -gome .

. how to expa.nd...l’ to & pomt- ow that poin mr-rsuched, and- thi_s is the
A story of Alger‘:g,:ﬂ L , R ; el
X v—-.'"-""“"" N : : L
-Onie remarkable “esult of these inner contrs.dictlons"uas" 'thht'-the“?‘rench bour~"
geoisie hasn't atopped: waging wars since 1870.  The. infernal rondo started even .
before, with the ill-fated Moxicen expedition of Napoleon-la—Pet:.t-‘ Thore is not
-oné single:day for the pasi- hdred years without ;French: soldiers:shooting it’ out:
somewhere in the. worlde. -Unable to- ‘expand: 'normlly within- the na.tio‘ml bound- -
“aries, French ca.p:.tal heca.me-.m ‘eminent degreeo an expor-t.a‘ble i%em (ef.. Lenine
This took on.a’dunl form: Financial colonization of Emstern- Europe- (Poland, iew:
Czechoalovak;.a, the" Balken State®, Czarist Russia to a degres), and: mli‘tary eolon- .
izetion of Africa and -Asins: 'Whoreas colonial _conquests gave: Fronch' eapital the -

" elbow-room it needed. (raw materials, cheap: la.hor, etc-), the military sega aa: mmh
hs.nd'ily provided &’ vast and: romantic’ cemqgjr.ery for the younger generationa- unable
“'to integrate them into a homé-centered . oconcmis cireuit, the French' bourgecisie
st{w to.it thap they be garbed up into professional. soldiers. and’ gloricusly’ ox‘tor-

" mineted under alien skles. It is no secret that during the. soven years of the i ..
 Indo~Chinese war the very flower of French hourveoia ‘youth has boen killed off == "
batch after batcli, as scon as released from ihe military academles-_ The poor stand__.
“of the French army in 1540 was due not- to some dimbolical ®tresson", but.te the .. .}
fact that i+ was as obsolete as France's other inastitutions, +hose - institutions
s structurally geared to serve the dead body of. parasitical capital ‘in the very ‘midst
‘of a dynamically expanding amalgen of monepoly and Statc capital. . This- in not the
plnce ‘here to- launch into a dotailed analysis of the reasens  which make- thet Algoria
“has ‘become, both effectively and symbolically, the st ronghold of para.ait;\cal C2P ey
and henco the depositery of a socio-politicel bacwnrdnens which is but ‘an oxproa—-.-.
“sion. of its desperats defense: agoimnmt the onslaught of- industrial cap. "= Yelling:
f'or, :ie Geulle, himself es little ‘conacious of his roal réle as; thoso who blass or

L eursa hi.m, the colons cnllad in' their’ gru.ve-dlggcr- . . L R S

~

i
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.+ - I am not g eeer nor a prophet. &At to examino the s:.tua.tion in kts essential
. baarings andDthe ‘1ight of what was’ said mbove, here is how thinge look-to~mes—i:
~There will bé n¢~totalitarini trend, no regimentation, no frontal attack: agams'r.
_\k éivil liberties, workers' unions, socisl benefits, eto.~ “Modern: cap_i.talist.-produc-""
hun‘*cmnot*simply“ﬁmctlon without thie alienation’ of the ‘working clana withm ;
" huge ‘*autonomous” unions eapped with all the parsphenslie of Udemovracy!
ca.pital, at.least in its present state on this side of the iron curtain, i.sk 21ib
-eral®. . Politicel. reacti.on all- ite- primi mitive forms’ (and its counter—-par‘:.,
““Por instance ‘alleout violent atr:.kes) belong to. the past,; to “the .regnal- years of
- ‘competitive capital, which doesn't mean. thzfm’&i?s are definitely over:
; ‘eapitalist: structural tranafofmations take place through e donvulsive: prol
“As for the ‘future inevitable dislocation of preaent—da_v capita" into” Sta.ts capi't
‘and -the aceompanying social unrest, there will be ‘no-doubt: attemptz~nt a’ more b
“progressive" moye "evolved" type of repression == and here Russla. 19 a fa..r examn-
pla - quxta d:.fferent J’.‘rom bruta.l meffect:.vc Fascism. ST

'.\'ith the Al«erie.n :.nterlude, French cap:.tal is’. ..tepp:.ng mto ita adult shoes
Ii' it is. 3qun1 to Aits own. talks, if it is capatble to. integrate. 1tself. inta’the.
lﬁropean economic unit presently in the making, if it suecceeds t-.o invest:the:
‘billions of dollars now dilapidated by unproductive capital into‘a modemizad__
rational cycla of a mixed peace and war occonomy, _then there will bey k- in the

.rimmediate future, no attempts to crush "demeccracy”. - Already, the first: 'i;innu-**the,
de Geulle- government did, has been the suppression of censorships - and. 11’, ima i@
‘quite possiblé, the Algerian colons and their likes imagine. that they can start.
an effective rump, there will be blows on their wooden heads - not by the: wor.:or

: --but by ‘the police - to teach them %o behave, -In a way, just as in the xIth cen

2‘tux':,r the workers thought ‘they were fighting for their liberties while in* fact! they

. died on 'the barricedes for the bouregoisis’s- sake, .so the Algerian colons: still "
‘think (but already you can hear hiccoughs beneath their Mvj, ctorious' commmiguds
they hava won a battle whereas thoy have lost’e worlds  Such arc’the small ironi
of history. Now, if ‘French indéstrial cap:.ta..l. is nok- equal to ‘its owm. tasks, if
it Paces half-heartedly the deeply rcoted contradigtiecns of the whole social: fabri
L foi instance if it ‘goes about. its problems in-the o:.d.—fash:.onad. way {T. mean ihe .
‘brutal- ¢lumsy direct wey of over-exploiting the masses, proper io comp t.i.tho ca.p
though na.turally over-explo;.te.tion is ‘accentuated under indusirial. cap.
sconsisted in increasing cepitalist accumulation at the pplce.of ‘neked: ‘cynical ™t
“lowering of the workers! ‘standard of living, then, yes, there may be’ broken win-1.
- dows.. But the general-trend is in the other direction: rationalisation: ‘of ‘the
proauctive process, inecreame of the roal output. per hour—labor, high-eﬁ'iciency_,
exploitation on’the fastory level, and in counterpart.a few crumbs. on the workers
- table which'metually do increass their well-being —- or .to put more correctly, . | .
dimnini.ah their ill-being in the crude material sense of the word.. If,than,we

. - comé .%o such o situntion, i.ee. if the fransition iz somehow’ rough on the workors .

L \ gido, - we will yet se2 the formation.of a "Popular Front" wred by _gapital, 47

who will deloga’c.e to its own "left" wing - the most Sta.te—o&pita.i minded, plan-
ification and netionalization minded tcchnlcia.ns of oapital -~ the t.ngratef‘ul ta

to- l:oep the worksra sl"oru on the leash. : , ) P _(

_,,’.‘..--—"r—“‘“-—\-_ .-.m;-«n..“,_,h._ . Ly

T -Well, here is a "ropor?jr :’anar than I oxpected to writo. You may ha.ve
expected a more factuml apprlani. of-the current. events, in-which case I am afraid
you won't be hoppy with :y analytical approach.  Morsover,; and necessarily so, -
limited by space end time, I could only oklm in the pregent letter thﬁ insues: in—'
v_olvad. e that as it mn,y, I aha.ll apprecin.te your r:snctlons. : :

In .gome noxt i‘uture I'll write you my vigwn on the problnm o“ la conacienoe
malhoureuse in Hegels philosophy. Frangols Fejtolsadiress io J:l].. Bld V‘ctor-&!ugc,
) Neuilly-nur—Saine {(Seino). Bent to you and Joha,
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_Dear Jeani

. R Thank you very auek for your langthy anslyels or June -1, -
just recelved. It is noct recortorlal enocugh for NEW8 & LETTERS -
and will need such cutting, but theore 12 no substitute .for on-the-
#pot writing, even when 1t tends to historleal retrospection ana -
gconomle surmatlons. Horsover, for glvisg e an Ansight into what . '
“thke Marxist intellectusl 1s thinXing i ¥ 7 theee orditical R
-dsys; 1% is invaluable. I truet you w1l not mind however Af I dige
- agran violantly with your appreach.. You yeursel? dc find 1t neves-:.
eary when you speak of apathy and "total nbsence of working claps -
on’ tha political szeene’ to modlry it with vhresee lika “at least
- fox the time being®, "not now, At any rate,.® And thereiln lieés the:
differsnce 1n methodolegy bestween you and ma. : s

. . ... DRemember. 1914 wee & great desl wores than fapathy®——
“eo0lallst was K.1ling =oclalist zoross natienal boundaries, . Bukhapin
wag no Yralior, Kautlsiylan centrisi; no, JpEs to the *lertd of aven.
Leanin whoee slogan of transformsiion oftwas into oivil war ho asecapted.”
Yeot, whon:he inalated on taking hie point of depsrture not the - o .- -
batrayal of the lendership but what he oalled "the oheuvinist conduct . §

*imparialist economlst” %o "proof of how imperlalism sumresaes .
thinking.* The polnt wae not that ¥e was not aware of tne fagt . :
-that the magaes d1d follow the imporialiet waer ory but-that .he refused :
5 Judge by surfnce phencmensa. “Ultimately, the proletamiat would S
find 1ta way to revolutlon; no other clasds would; none oould bring = -
‘At about and start the new chapter in huwaanity's developmont.. Lenin’s
genius. lndeed coneleted in thia, that at no tims—=whethor 1t was the = ..
greatast reactionary period in history 1ike Bugsia 1908 or the -~ .
-collapse of the 2nd Internntlonal 1914--at no-ttme—44id he forget .

the -highost polnt of dovelopment during £ rovolutionary pnriocd and
thet,md nothing elso but thet, wae alwayg his point of dsparture, :
Soviets wers bullt in 1906 and when they sterted all over ﬂgaiﬂ_i&}q Cae
1917 cn a2 mightler.scale everycne ocould see,  The polnt vas nots wﬂ%;i
1806 or 1917, but who oculd hold on to them and never et go in - s
10608 and (191247 - If you éo not start out with that——withk not-an. ... -
‘1mmedlxte phenomsncon Hut a fact in the Hegelinn tradltion, which = .
takes in. condition and sctivity, then whare can you poeaiﬁly;go'now'3
when tha proletarint, after 10 years of CP-BP-CGT "lendership®lie
" atopping to think Lafore plunging into macs nctions under that 0
lendroreship. Agadln, you yoursel?, say that if the 250,000 were °

really that inelesd ofhalf onlookere and many who rfollowed Plarc.
Hendos-France eteo,, if the workers hod really stayad auny begpuge o
they endorsad no copitallst solutien, it would have been an "exnlting
thing" but you fear they did eo only by dsafsult broause "the workers -
have allennted thalr clsss ceonsclousness into the hands ofcommunist

snd goclsallst partler and thelr unlion bosses,* .

of  tha maseres", Lenin bore down upqa'him with everything from -

. : But who olse on the scene thepe past 10 years vhen the
wor¥ers flocknd by the wlllions into the CFe of Weatern Nurope 4id
have z c¢osprelenslve enouph view of Marxlem te have booume a new
poloriclng foree? Who llstenad to them when thoudands 41d drop mwng
and stopped to analysn the poolal composition of those GFR and zen -
‘which sirata of tha working class 414 remaln 1n‘ vhere She deopest
layeras had gone, and vhet they wore doing? Ianlt the fact that
anly the tcachers atrile wag suaoeasful show how middlo~claess the

: T : :
gomposition uf the CF? Yharo 1ls the movemnnt from theory whish
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18t it take full command m la Germany and thus compel

942ap:
based zhaelf on thesﬂ deepest layers and unified that movement )
from pracilice into a new: tota)ity—-whether you call that Hagel'
Absolute Ides or Marx's "new passlons and now forces* for.the.. . .

reconatrug;lon,Qrgsocigixﬁi‘TEE—fﬁnoretiﬂia_g must answer to hlstory
te proletariat will oarta nly 4o so, ‘

R I agreé with yéﬁ that do Gaulle 1sn't ‘nlasslual“
Facelsm-—iwhen doee hietory ever repeat itaelf axactly?—but I do

‘belleve that here too you underestimate the reastion that- will fole -

low. Evidently big capital iz ready to bresk finally with the
aEall capitalists which havse plagueﬁ Franece sinca 1eﬂoithave ?2t
to a

on the Maginot line, ip muking 1t lose out once agsin not only to = .
etate cepitaliam a la Russia but modifisd private-state ala US or .
even West Germany, Evidently also the colonz in Algeris.who brought
de CGaulle to power do not have a good representative in him—although
I would never agree with you that ha was actunlly- thelr “bravediggar“
-=b 1i you think that he can get France oul of its mess wlthout

nav ng n against olvil libertins, the proletariat, the Moslem
revolutionarise——and thers wiil be ouch more than _]ust Yhroken - :
windowe", then you are quite mistukan. OF course, when the revolution

"iteelf Ls not on the strests in Paris, there is no nesd for tho-
-ccunter-revolutionary mase foroe of 'aaciem, but “but, buti’

1)}Thie 13 Jus'r. the rirst act, not the ].nat. The
national ravolution will continue in Algeria. I read in the paper:
that after de Jaulle.made his epeech about *‘welre 2ll Frenchmen ncw'
and the dérowd had dlepersed, come "wild youthf Meglens® ran through
in a car schouting 'Wrenchmrn, to the gallows!™ Nothing short of

-infependence will helt thnt war, vhether de Gaulle e just a.
'transition'to Delbaecque or is cho "real uutnority. .

). mloitation in tha "primi ive forma® may not ba .
the- "prpfarable way of pregent-day world aspital which 1r learning
s fow tricke rrom Pusslon state capitaliem, but .wvhen the movement
againet the vworker.: standards begine—-as it must, {whether  de Gaulle
would 1lks op would not 1i1ke to have trade unions functioningy-heo -
+111 have no mere cholce than did Pussia when she Yound she must - -
statify her. irade qgions ir’ ghe would manke harself "osteh up to-

" advanced o-pltalism}-—then you will have the second act in Perin T

itaelf, \Vhen Hitler invaded France ir 1940, the’ prolntariat wea _
aat bmok, but when Hitler began taking slavn latorers. to Gprmany, :

‘you hnd the Raaistance Movement.

3) Thrre 1y no Yorder" much as vorld capital would

©llke 1%; indeed LT world capitelilsm hsad- etablllised iteelt ane Tound

order then the revolutionary perspectives would indeed be dim. -But -

the truth the oerisls is total and world wide 2nd no nmatter how o

rulnous the woeaponse, and the fact that eurplus falue comes from i%ts

own proletariet, Us-US8R global struggle will come to & head aoconer .

or latar, The point ig every viatory e la 4o Gaulle, NAYO, defeat =

of Hungarian Ravolution, gompounde the overwhelming obstacles in

the wey of & naew soclely bring born, nnd helps confuse the lntel-

lectusls who are not at tha point of production. You have an. =~

interesstling bhougpt that caplitel +111 be sponooring "the Popular

Front! but Frencli capltal does not have a Labor Farty as integral

to 1t se doss Britmin, and tkena are not bullt up overnight by

"I deo buulle proclaim, " : .
Do please keep me in touch mlth the altuntion g;%f‘“




