Docember 18, 13457 |

Phmons

MARYTAN AT TINTD hes funt come sud of . tho bindery
cnd I heve pwoﬂytlv pir mndled Fom o coﬂv Tof the Lo ote  Tarce mpore
E’D"ﬂl‘ﬁ w‘L.,l bo zent you =x's ondnn:* raill e S

' T ¥as very glod to gob-your 1ast letter and soo tﬁ&ﬁ o
s gma qre vom_ln.{; both in Teolry ond now Froneo 9 find o pitcher, If
8 now Herxmist Humaniod ne7cment Ig Lo bo founded; 5 cr*oua'*hocry mst -
be its foundation, and this consotant splmuorim of the novenent ot
erery eriticel Junciuro Will bo atorpéd; at Least it will boe ntopped.
Tor: porﬁunnliuy prd other nensonsicel rensons.  The theoretical void
ginee Lenin's dg.nth hao lnut.cd long enough, Nor can wc~ ba- gin
rjust Wha;e 2oﬁiﬁ lo“t oy this in 1957, nod 1923. -

_ : It Aim +1m aﬁ_sm tao ston ropeaﬁnr' ..hat er.wh senora-

Lbion . musi .e.nt.ahuz—w.. Hersiom for ftsell asm 1T that ::'.car* an anolysia

Jef the econsay. wWithout tho Iumanlsn snd Dialrotic of Capiy nl, the
. .thcmry of miaty .capitolisn would mean far loegs for our generptlion -

. than The Dgve lopno At of Gepiitelios: 4n mussis neant ot the twrn of -
the centwryes Bocavde tho world eriecip is total on urgoney han boen

“immarted to p}u.loaonhz 4wt horotofore has heen reserved only for .

- obnresd and tmtiter quootlone. Beocous? the workers, on thelr own, have
ralscd the quedtion of the kind of 1abor, thotoretiiang w11l ignore
“the moyomont from n_proctloe . Te Theory a% thelr peril, ox, to borrow
an oxpresuion Irom zn"a,-"unqe% tha psﬂaity ot daath."

It %n true thst Lenis hinself 4id not lin.it hic

ccn-r$butians to. ecoconolile questions, ‘but made the original conhribuA‘}l‘

tion of the ’c.h_oory of ihe poardy. s, Just as neither the Humenism-
cof Cpapitald ; nor iis structure, wag heid slgnificant engugh Lo nake oo
thempe, not the "inevitabiliiy of copitielisnis downfall“. the founda=-
tions of esbablished Rarslsn pre—1914, 50 the concepd of the part nz
Las beon go ospified ac to hide itc moving peria-the doon, organie
reletionship of the porty o the opontmneliy. of the nmesn moavermant,:
‘Unfortunately, aftor . 1917, Lenin hinself did not concreblze this.
-ft.:r-t.her, nor ¢Oonid, ke in 1923 cive nore whan Lhe nost manarnl indiene
tions, Thot 1s wby, as moenumontel os his YEl1 was in ite analysis. |-
of loadershis, {and not only otolin and Trotaly, but the ycx.r.{_;,, beloved
thooreticlan Bu!aa.in who did net quitosrasp the dialestle" sndé thws
was not fully o Morxlist)ih ftanlf was addrsosed 4o tho Ieadorohip, e
and not to the monberohip, much logs the groau masﬂcs 1n tho grand 0
nannar in which Lenin 244 1t in 1517 vhon Lo offorcd Bip réisgnation’
to the Hailonal coammittes and thresbened insteod "o co to the sallers
As for fomp Luzsmburgi: dosplitc hor froo words wiih_prniso of ppontne
nelthy, she wes se totelly the prisoner of old catesoricn that she aid
not ave n lmow how to TMmnebtlon with thio spontancously fornod oerards
ﬁoveieuﬁ, but demanded of  them to $isht 4he lator buronaorwur‘ Irom
withln,®
e, ithe tesh of roally cloarins awny all the

nld rubbish on party hag boon Lot 4o thoze who have Lived ¢ hrnugh

he 19230 of the Spoaloh ﬁevcluticw and g1, the “#Ou of tho 1 utioﬂal
Paeslistence movemonts and Nepyro deomenuntrations, end thc “uneinn. putnAk
and Anerlenn H-Bonbh ps thoe only bleak parapcctlvo forr thopno vwho will
never liaste n-to thone mow fzmnulses, but pivaye be recily. ™o leesd,

Te up horo ah¢s houst: fg of such oareornount 1nynrt ingt—-and not oy
vecovae of thoe Amcrlenn rootzs but, above all, boepouse of Lig world - o
con'npta-—thvt wo wonti "i“allg Lo eah crcfi*o sur relntions abroad

by sondins aonme represcontolive thore next sunoor. I hope that by

thien ¢the Itsiionm and Froach tronolationo 1“11 e ofr thn pronn, Tio lc
ne near froﬂ you, Yeurs, Tara

| 9410
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- Dear. Com.Damen?
Lo . Luciano Bienciardl is doing a good an on the .
tranelation, Today I recelved a letter from him that he has"
now- conpleted the work and 1e sending me the 105 pages I have
%o check. I assume, howoVer, that you have been getiing a
. ‘copy of the translation without needing to walt for the
. -7inel revislon. I am naturally anxlious to see what you write
“4An your Prefece which will determine nmy Intrcduction to an
extent., Unfortunately, the Italign frienda do not seem to
be prompt norraspondén%e and have not answered my varlous
“letters vhilch have asgked questions of the Italian masses on .
the modern scena, - This-meane that, of neceesgity, my brief
Introduction for the Itallan readers wAll be, of.necessity, .
general rather than partioular.- Do let me bear from you on
this whole question. ‘ , , ‘
: "¥7d6 not Xnow. wbether you are acquaﬁnted w;th
COm. Funis, he was one of the leadere of the Trotskyiste in -
Mnu'thl%?%mhﬂm,mmhammemeﬂum
ere I met him. OQur posltions on state caplialiem were .
-ainiler, but on other gquestions, such an nature of vanguard
rarty we dieagreed, I saw hinm again in Europs 1in 1;49 shortly =
.- after whith ws both broks with Trotskylsm, A ocouple of years,
ago I heénrd that he had returned to Spaln, worked in  the
‘underground a few months, and was promptly thrown into Jall.
‘Finally, this summer he made his way back to Parie, vhere
Begsie saw hlm a few hours bafore hsr departure homs, Sinasg
then we have corresponded--he is gort of collaborating with'
the Socialisnme ou Barbarie group, although he dlisagrees with
* them rundamentally. The last I bheard from him he had written
the World Outloock thesips we had presented to the confersnce
in Milan, and was very interested in the concrete proposition
to establish an International Center of Correspondence  for -
exchange of information, documents, eto. I was surprised that
“Vega would not have informed him that this is not Juat a-
"proposition®, but was unanimously mccepted and, I-assume,
eatablished w&th you aa one of the Secoretaries. —In any case
I took the liberty of glving him your neme and addrese =sc that
he could correspond wlth you directly since he wishas tha
Spaniah group to adhere to Ait,

B ' ' Eric Heffer has alsc asked me Qhether that
_Centre is functioning seince he also hag not heard sinee the
end of the conferance.  What, ooncretely, ls being -dona¥

: Naturally, with my poor Xtalian, the cheoking
of the ‘translation relstes mainly to my good Marxism, rather
thaen fluency in the Itallan language, &nd it means s lot.of S
workw-all of which I love. I balieve it will be a very import-
anfi basle for Marxist regroupment for 1t is-a sarious .
pressntation, and a compreheneivse ons, which one cannot get
-othervlsa than fror a book, Hawsgapers end pamphleta just
cannot deal with go oruoial n task as theoratio foundation, -

I hove just re&urnad from & most pleasant axperlence B
——a peeting in Nev York wvhich was attendsd. b{ no less than .. ... @5
1,200, It is true 1%t was hot under cur suapioes—-NEWS & tETT
unfontunately, dosg not ocommand such attendance,
. was on Marxism and the present sktuation in Ruaasia ané 1t 2
" the .first time since the 11 30s that such a mass turnout. toot
- plaoi in Amarlca.A Thare i dutinitely 8 reblr'h. S :
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""Milano, Italy e ’ : o :
‘1:Dear Fr*ends.f : :
R S We were very glad 4o hear uhan the Genter of
_ Gorreepondence ‘hae. now begun runctioning.' Your 1etter orfthéj'
'_EOth of October first got nere Novembe“ léth and we woulq liksf
“to comply with the raquest for other groups. who have not been

the MiLan conference 1n July. I have alreadylwrltten to Com.Damen

about the Spanish group 1n France uhat asked for. information and to

om I gave hie addrese._ I am not’ at liberty to- give their addresn
Lt matarla’ could be addresaed to Vega. in Paris and he ssked to

rn it over to Munis. Alsg, no doubt you heard that there was a

lit 1n the Eoclalisme ou. Barbarie group and that the snlit from
Chaulieu wiah to carry on- tbeir own commanﬁcatioﬂ.

'Hme Mona Etienne

11 rue D'ulm
Farls 5, France

No deoubt you have wrltten to Eric Heffer in Liverpool._..

There now 15 a new sroun in London uhat yg in corraspohuence with
ﬂB & LFTTEPS and wishes to . be in: touch‘with the Italian center.,
. Frenk Willlame - .

145 WeXkefield 8%,
- E.Ham., London ES, England

NEWS & LETTERS hed written, 1mmediataly upon the retu"n of
_Bess and her reuor. of the conference, :
'for the decision of the Itslian friends to tseue an Italian editson“
of 1mxzsu AND 'FREEDOM. . Ws do not doubt that that wlll aid greatly
_1n the revolutlonary regroupmont or Marxie B, but 'cf courae,-
muat be aupplamented by Reaolutions, oekly analysil, eto.
pleaae inrorm ue as te whnt han thus far been aubmltted hv th

vario%s groupn for circulatlon.
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;Dear_Com. Damen.-

' Your letter or the 10th naturally dlsturbed me. It
- pains ms to:reasd that evidently there are such differences between
“you and- Seniga that ‘you are not working as & unlt on gettid MARXIEM .
‘and - FREEDOM ‘published with the  greatest despatch. Naturally I cannot
- from this dlstance intervene between you two.. What I would like to.
‘‘muggest is thlsi- 1) Write the Preface, whether or not” you have seen i
the typeseript in %toto. . 2}A Preface, especlally vhen.it is.to ‘Antroduce

‘a foreign guthor to-a native populetion, 45 not so much on the. specific “l-é,f

-Getaila of the ‘work, ag the’ general sublect and 'the authority of. the “'=j'
‘writer to. deal with *1t, 3)In the case of MARXISM AND FREEDOM, which.
187 not pubilshed as any sort of “"program®, but as a sarioua ocntrlbution_fW
- for- theoretical orientation, the very lde en of having & 're-evaluation o
ot E§rxism g2t a time'vhen the Communists are perverting Lt is of greater :.§
-igfditance than the differences between the anii~Staliniet Yarxiste who

a undertaking to ralee the banner of Marxisgt-Leninist Humanism, -

‘4J)i Tha Italian working people have the greatest opportunity history hap
- ed any one in Western Europe of zscaping another lapse into fasclsm
a DgGaulle and opening new vistas before” the :wholae world, Europe and -
-Asia and ‘America and Africa, of breaking from the very party they Jjoined
i 1lions~~the Communist Party of Italy-—and siarting on a new path .

btally new goelal relations ywhich would eclipse any of the previous.
pris metions of the proletariat from the Paris Commune to theRuaslan
ution., With sl dus respeet for the difference between praoctice
only BGViOﬂB can realize,and theory which appears %o be only a
J ing of one's mind, MARXISM AND FREEDOM 1s in the full tradition of
the Leniniset concept: that there oan be no successful revolution.without
& revolnptionary theory., - The Italian people have the' advantage of hsving,.
a) surfered from missing the historic moment of revoluti and- ente“ing
ad the Mueseolinl counter-revoiution, --No matter hoWavaluantes the
ramons. for that, all must admit tha} the lagat Itallan Bobialiam and
dmmunism pousesaed at that -time was-clarity of theorefic vislon. -
FNgburslly it was not limited to Italy., Lenln was as surprised as anyone
by the rise of Musslini--<the world had never seen fascism Bafore, . But
8 who have lived through it cannot rapeat the confuslon and must arm:
offrgflves with all the theoretical armor at pur dleposal’ the world over.-
€ - Amsrican working people have unusual’ expariences An actions such
as\Wildeata that have mads them famous the world over. - With HARXISH o
and{ FREEDOM, they show thn* there resldes there stranda ofthe most, S
profound theory as well, znd the Itallan frisnds have ‘alrepdy ahown-“’
theélr. 1Eternational solidarity by ahé?ing to help make, thiu work avnllébld}
totthe’ talian public. I S BT i S !

. -~ e . "
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4 e e i ,;,;3 Naturally, Gom. Damen, 'I"am not rormulnting your
PreTace- ror you,- - ¥hat I am trying to do iz to show that In writing it,
you need no%: necessarily have the typeseript--although I hope yoi can-
gétits~eince you amlready know the main points of the work and the
reasons for publiehing, As a matter of Tact your lelters o me from
the very moment the Americen friends decided b pubilsh MARXISM AND . -

- FREEDOM : spoke ‘exactly in thia veln, In any case, I trust hhat whatever -
your finzg decigion as tc whether to write the Preface, with or without:
sesing the typesoript in Itallan, we shall not delay LA NUOVA ITALIA
in goming cut with the work soon. S

Now, as to your uomments ont Centre Internazlonale
Corriaponden:a, I must confess 1 am oonfussd as to the remark: oy
finsnsing 1t. "It was understanding from ocur_friends who- attfng _
that uhan Cenire g ) runctlcnlng, they wuuld writa_uha_part patiﬂ'
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groups what it cost to run the offise and make the tranclallions of:
doeuments, eotc.eto., and then all of usg would help financially, . But =
" ‘we_havé heard ' nothing from the cenire of correspondence.except that 1t
" has finally been establighed, ani- did we have namee of other friends, .
.‘who ‘did ‘not participate, and who would wish to have knowledge of -it,.. -
*, -1 promptly answered end gave some new names,: LIf there are any financlal.
“difficultien;: then the partlclipants should be informed at once, and I - -

am pure the American friends would not shirk their duty.

Lo L : it seems to -me highly wrong to plan for a conference in.
< Paris, I Qo not ¥now under what illuslons the French friends ars -
functioning 222=r Just because DeGaulle is supposedly followling asome =
fdgmoeratie® parliamentary channels and allowlng oppoeitioch parties to
; . ‘But no one can mistake the fascist trend, and those, 1llks ua,"
‘Abe gwars of it, should certainly not plan to mezet in that city
£ every day there won't be changes for the worse and all radicals.
g6 on ‘mg ‘before, The time, ‘Aprll, 1s also completely unforkable
‘s, I am not saying that we can attend Af even 4t is moved to'
Jure<we are quite strained financlally. But there oertalnly is more: .
opportunity tc be there in summer than An Spring, which :Lﬁgut of the -
lon altogether. : L I L S

' ¥otrs, .
) . - -

Asg Tor you? remark on Dante, I would certainly not interfere with - A
Engels?! Judgment. Nelther x nor Engels were ignorant of the -
fact that Dante was of the middle aged and hls political views

on the empire were.not ouras, . They nevertheleas held Dante .to

have anticlpated . the ‘gcontemporary unlversality thaifcliowel. the
. breakup of ‘the "Dark Ages.” Marx chose Dante as-hifl favorite '
CLA0TT 7 poet, Aescuylus and Shakéspeare ae the favorite dramatlate, etos
. begauge they felt that in the art world those who anticlpate pew-. -
14/ 6f ‘expression bscause the'epoch in.'which:they lived ‘aras fbinth = .

of ‘hiatory* have something important. to say "also %o ‘the "politicoa.™:
refuded to worry over Hegel's reacticnary vliews ‘and took his .~ ‘- -
diafleetic method and made it thelr.-own, "-And if more politicos 'in other
eafs had had ‘the same attitude %o art the ‘movement “would have'galned, = :i.

L go::a’uffered',_'rrcm what appears a8 “inocorrect® viewa, Ini apy'case L

" would not think of tempéring with Engels® view becauss my -only-polni-in
mentioning-Dante at all ks to show that the Renalassance came to Italy "
ahesd of any. other country and ihat not alone the Rensissance as such: © -
but . that even prior to it, as in Dante, when_ the world wasa 8%111 medieval,l

. much 'that was ney (not in politics of which I do not speak at all) but |

- 4n’ar{ ond mind was in thig man!s poetry.” Do allow ma this seeming -~ - ...

*ignorance,”* = - oo

T Qeeplanses oy
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Doa.‘l.‘ Con, ])an.enl

- I would 1ike to ta.keun ﬂthyunmformllythequosﬁonofthg
_ Internatiom Corraspondsice Opnter and & popsibtle confproebfe this cumeTs
Teason I propoce i% informilly rather than formally to the International Cocrrespon-
Cdonnoe is Sua not only to the faoct thot, in fagh, tts centsr dopgon®s function very
act!.voly, but, more important than that, tha basis for its sciadlislmsnt was too
“iemuouse If one perscd =Gino = who bad promized to be financially respmzbla
for 1tp first few movths of funotioning in ordsr to Buys 8 woy of billing the
- various adnarents, . start asting agancrchistically as Lo hns 2nd thus wpoet
the whols strusturs, tha miructure for 4% conldntt heva baon Very sowund, = Wrat I
_moun s thot the cbjeciive mitmation the worlid over demands sompthing more than
nare ini'o:mti.ml grchoness anongs mim ntate mpitalin* Eendanciec.

S It was corrent for ths various ax-Trotalyiet grovps to sound each
t and try to bresk throuzh thalr ieslntien, 2t Lgzot Zoong other oo-..hinkam
vld have Desn incorrsct had thay attomted right from the atart to lampo
tos that pratendsi to boing the ooll Ffor say revolutionary mobilirationu,
vups srp sonll and kmow it, Mora than thet, they lmow that wmlgesthere 16 &
. s, Bll such calls . would ba epty indpeds Thias does not, howover, mesn thad
they have no hiptoric rasponsibilitiss thetraticmily to asewhar they stend, To ne

1t & aceliint nor mere ?tamperament® $hat Oinc can not 80 Menpmilﬂ.y %oward
isn gdition of MARXISK AXD ] he vezoma t0 bp vnaware of the nged for

0 a theoraetics foundntion Lor any rovolutionmy Marxist regroupment, Yet ve

M # know that neither a lparpatml mobllef kind of potivity vhich en.ﬁa in

: “engenlf disry,anprmove then an gvasiocn of class strugsle activity, con

pibitituts for & clearing of the hozda ond talring thg co'bwabn u'u.t of wer-dmst;' old

thanen that no longsr a‘p’ply %0 tha world of our a.a,y. :

: o:tnkathesocmxsxmounmmxgroup. Hera tha;rhadaaﬂm-p
) in thg netional scens as Dglavilimm, and thoy 4o maks & nrotense to ®theory™
- ¥ith their Jowmmnal., onf nowv ons t0 Pprachice” with thelr mimpographed bulletin,
L ¢ Ouvriav®, Desplite a1l this they ara a 1o} empiler 2nd pore Srrespondibls
% aaything coms of the Italion friends mpy vonlure one For thay oot ns 1€ o)l
ﬂ:.aor: had alroady Dean dscided vpon ond that Jormalistic varbinge is a pubstituty
- ascounting of Marxiem, thaorationlly, organizationally, and mrootically,
during the period sincg the onﬂ.otWor 3 Yar II \vheniha'h'oakfrom
am tud teke final ehavge

; T put it ‘hrlgf!;, I delisve that 29 ocmfere.nca of th. groups +ho
cipatod. ingt mmmer ens thosgs who, like tha Spanich and Greek, wish to do mo
noy, ‘shonitlmaet Rat only to hoor reporis cf the activities in the verious cotairige:
Imt to feop soberly thalr thoorptlic rasponeibilitiss Mstorically as Marxists, e
48 not Zorgtere Ihe Jarlin crisic, thae moves towerd the right in itsly, ihe Africen
Boroluticn and the Anarican-nmsian war-lﬁ:a gosturon ny nry well molka this _&
tmhg point in histnrw. :

-Tours, 'E\, “,\_/
2,8, I'a.nme you sre doing all you can on that Italian edition of mmsu &
‘JRFEDOK, and that I will hesr from you by retwm moil an to what I shonld do from
hozfe o procged to mike ths pudlication a oau#r. : . .

T
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%o large sniversity audiences, about 1200 or more--—and also among .

Py 3;19_59 B

L:Déaf Com. - Damen.. _
- I have just returned to Detrolt” after my annual lecture

' 'tbur. it waé ‘@ most puccesseful one, and shows that both amon% the . .
" atudent youth--I spoke both in Californiam and in the Midwest Chic ego) -

- workers there 1ls' a great deal of queationing an& aParching for new ..
 4nhi1osoph1c foundationa. S R

R : At the eame ‘time I became 1ﬁvolved in Ghlcago witla
- nev Italian trénslator since I was quite dlsesatisfied with the =
full translaticon whieh Bianciardl hed sent me, and which showed he

" had not introduced the changes I hsd called to his attention, the :

" whole paragraphs that he. hed miesed, ete... The new translator agrees .
that we better leave Blanclardi's name stand, however, because |
otherwlss both he and the publishers LA NUOVA ITALIA mav pregentto ue
more difficultiss than we would want to cope wlth, and That would
thHus further delay the Italimn. edition,- Nething must delay that

“‘edltion, 2o I hope:.you agrere witli me that I acted right when I sent

- = the first 50 pages of the new translation as if 1t were merely a -’
retyping Tor the printer of the old translation. I am now walting

Tor z reply from LA NUOVA ITALIA, _ vihom #. agked to bring it out in

Sentember. . :

1

T ‘ . Your letter: reachad me wnile I was on tour, and so’
I- merely limived myself to the guestion of the Italian edition, and
_not 1o the other questions you ralsed. ) _ :

S doe First of all once agnin then on the auestion af the
Vanguard party. Xt is not & queetion, as the American rriends gee 1%
of making the role of the party of "marginal importance." It is &
‘question -of seeing what, st gach specific stsge in history, the _
‘questlon of the party meant, “"How it 1s true that,because we feel that
“the concept of the "party t¢ lead® has done more to mislead the -
-?proletariat since Leninte death thon any other factor, we prefer the
_formulation ®a new unity of theory and practice.,® But' vhether you -
oall ‘Herxist regroupmpnt *a'new unity of theory and practice"* or.
"the role of a vanguard party®, the truth is that at each perlod. in
Marx's time and in Lenin's time thet role was defined. dirrerently.
Thus, (as I document 1t in Chapter XI of MARXISM & FREEDOM, on the
nForme of Organizatlion! The Relatlonghlin of the Spontaneoua Self-
‘Organization of the Proletariat to the.‘Vanguard Party?), in 1902-8,
‘Lenin thought of vanguard more or less in traditional- terms of righting
- egonomlem wlth politica, 1805, however, revealed how-far in advance . s
~'of ~*the vanguard" was the proletnriat 60 he chinged his position-on the
fact that the proletariat could not gain socialist conscloueneas excert.
through a vanguard. Again, in the period of ,remetion, when he hsd. to
‘return purely to undergrounﬂ work that concept meant something else,
than it did in 1914 vhen the German Soclal Democracy betrayed, - From’
April 4, 1917 through November, 1% was a queetlon of constsntly urging
hig party "to oatch up® with the advanced massen.’ After they geined
. power, 1t became 2till something else for esrly bureaucratiam wWap
evident,.” I cennot -see,thsrsfores, that we can merely reeaat.zona must -
aoccept the Leninlst conoeptlon of "the role of the partyl.’ Everybody,
Aneluding the Stalinista, could sgree "in general® and then we woul

- first ‘have -to erect. bnrrioades and.blood would 1llterally Jfilov betwes

state pepltaliem ragquerading ‘as- Comn nlam' hna thﬁ’prolatpr a%:
'.fighting ror a: truly nev, human rdar, - S it d
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Dear.Com, Demens:.

with - '

- Your last letter degltyiz, the difficulty of preaen 1n5 8-
programmntic setatement to the friends who had attended the last
international  conference in Milan last year. I dld net, .however,-
-mean a programnatic statement. I meant a theoretic unfoldment of a
banner. - Let me explain further: you are right when you say that
‘each group in esach country, baslng itself. on the experiences in. the.
] particular country, eeems to come to a different conclueion.  Butb

“you are not right when you think thai’ the 'Humanlsm“ of Marx elther .

18 due merely fo the American experience or bears.any sort of . - o
'.resemblancp %o the “"neo-Humanism" of the Stalinists-during the: Resistanne

‘movement., - In-my view, cnly he who fully understands the class . struggle

.as the Tirst step.to breaking down the division between mental and -

manual 1abor characterisiﬁg class societies can fully comprehend the

Humanism.of Marx,  That is to say, abolition.of private property and

nationalisntlon of the means of produciinn do not mean a. truly new

‘social order, The tragedy of the Russlan Revolution lies precisely

in the fact thet it wes impoesible to proceed ‘to Lenin's conception

of production and the state ifawanman would be run by the population -

“to n man®; all his exhortations in hid.debate’with Trotaky and Bukharhn

-againet the *administrative mentalisy! that dld not fully comprehend -

the disleotlie and thua were not#fully Marxlst®, failing to understand

,the "lackadalslieal® nature of the :Lntellectua}. and how ferlmore

‘complex wea the breskdown between mental and manual labor n the,r

revolutionary overthrow orf the bourgeoisia.

Now then the g“ereguisiue for s programmatic statement 1s
“the clearing of the heads philosophically as well ae politically in
the sanner in which Lenin d1d it in 1915, He did neot 1limit himpelf
‘'to manifeatoas against the war; he dld not unite with all otherg--
( (not even, -in fact, wlth his own Bolehevlks, ae witness his atiltude
to Bukharin and the "imperialist economism’ of those who opposed
national gelf-determination). He did firet and foremost reconstituta
his own reasoning, his own phllosophic foundatlons, Wy returning to
that alleged wmystic, Hegel, and hold on anew  to the eelf-movement,
which is the mainapring of the dlalectlc in general and the workera :
" movement in- partieular. -~ A year back I asked you please . to try to getn.
some” one 1o tiranslate for you Chapter X of MARXISM AND FREEDCH,
. particularly section 1, %Lenin and the Dialectic: A Mipd in Action"’ .
"becauge I Telt that onee you understood that this is what I meant "by
a olsaring of the heade' on an international plane, we would see: '
very similarly the verapectives for a ruvolutlonary regroupment od -
Marxlsm. .

: It in with this in mind {now thst you hava the tranalation
of HARKISM & FREEDOM} that I spoke of the Tact that a new conference
of the Intern-~tional Correspondence Center cannot Just be what 1% wae
last. year, tut must be on this serious theoretic foundation, and for
that reason I wanted to tlme any conference in Europe to the appenrance
or thp Italian editlon. )

. I. have not yet heard !rOm LA NUOVA ITALIA to whom I sent’
-the first 50 pages, and asked for a publication dmte’ in . September,

" Otherwige, I would rather notitry to come thils year, leaving such a
prospaot tilli next April inetead. No doubt you know that I have had -
10 do very conslderable retranslation of the one done by Blanciardl,
"besause he was altogethar too carelees in his translation. - However,
‘te have .no teohnlcal troubles on the other slde of the Atlantio,_Iwn
'wA1l laave his name gtand as ths translator. Hava you heard from:

LA .NUCVA ITALIA since they have recelved the Introduction and. 2
uf‘ﬂAHXISR &FHEEDOH? Do pleaae keep me promptly inrorme : .




| septemver 2,1

Dear Com, Damen: _
... Naturally I waa dlsappointed that you had not bes
- .“to-get to Florence, especially since it.1s now a full year
'LA° RUOVA "ITALIA slgned contract ané promised publication i
‘months, There i nothing to-be done now but wait $t1ll I g
there and we confront them Jointly and make finel declsion:.

Shoulé there be mny cccaglon for you to need to resch me wk
“An-transit: I sall on 8.8, August September 9th rrom New Yo

iy Toiands Ghoas Oabite, P paRdnprrive n Genoa on the 20T .

. 2.7 1 dc not-belleve I have ever repertead in ruil to 3
how well our English friends are funeticning—-not the Tom Cc
and others we were origiually recommended to, but cne who br
with that small group, Frank Willlams. On the basis of MARX

- AND FREEDOM ang NEWS & LEMMIRS, plue somo mimeographed Bulle
put out irregularly in Londen, he has gathered a small group

. and ‘done remarkable work in preparatlon for my arrivai. For
.example, he has sent out 200 coples of pamphlet on Afro-Aslan
revolution plus @ letter explalning the trip to Europe, - The’
result is I Wil be speaking in England and in Scotlaend, both
“tp worker and student growps, inecliuding & dobote with Tass2
Deutacher. In all. there will be 12 1ectures I wlll give there
snd learn a good deal from the Britlish workera. .Of course
language is no problem there, but.in actuality so much could n
be done in so brief a time wlthout a rull understanding of. -’
Marxlst Humanism apnd some hard dally work smong shopmales snd
student clreles, I belisve my Tiret lectuTre 18 around Cctober
‘15th so-that t doc not Inow whetheT 1 will get to France before
I ge to *ngland, o~ not tall Hovember, = - e

: * ¥ -gm not sure the type of ccnference you are trylng tc
arrange. Ag I wrote you SOOI months keck, I do nol seec where i

. a eonfersnce of The type wp. nad laat ysar would get uas, -Thisz 1is.
‘no. tame just To 2ot notional roporis, .1t 15 %ine for some eolid
“theoratizal foundatilon for international work, We had offersd, .
g8 a basla, MARXIGH & PRELDOM, We had hoped serlous ocontribution..
‘would be fortheonming from othar groups. Instead, ws had the
example of.%the Greeks and T am rather surprised you mention him.
"Here 1s what I mean: Shortly after the Milan conferencs we began .
a corraspondenee on fraternal tarms. Then Delfus, when he got to
Germany wrote that 1l)the Milan ConYerence did not mean simllarlty -
_of views; he was not of the atate. capltalist persuasion sa to- a
analysis of Russia; 2)The Humaniem of The early ¥arx was in
contradiction to theeoicnce’sr the older Marx and both are:
aontradistory and non—-sglantiria bennues the mAge wWar such Teeh-
nolopically;. Sllenin was no hettar than Marx, said Delfua, and,
as ror MaHXism & wREEDOM, AT 1s "sounter-refolutionary”(aicl}

.. and that the Graeits wera fMumanista but not Marxist Fumanlat, I
enclose ons letter that I, Rogera to whom he had first written
as she 1s managing editor of NTYS & LyTrERE, and one that T wrote
to Wim. ¥We have not heard slnce. '

. Naturelly I wlll attend any conferences you arrange . .
but 1 am more interested in you 1in partlocular and the ltallian o
friends in general and my alm ls %o get. to talk Bo some Italian
workere and intellecctuals for that matter on Marxian theory, and
not concarn myself with Gilettantes like Delfus., -

Weil, aocon we will finally meet and that will ba--

gregt'-..?.’burn, ._ _ o 9418 |




