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I escaped. to the nyn i'or t\'TO days to -get a c!:l~nce S.lm.y 
from telephone and refr~gerator to sum up the dozens and:dozens 
of books I've been reading on China :from its beginninss through 
the 11communes. n Bet\'Teen the part of' the boure;eo~a scholars :who 
treat these thousands o:r years as if' it. were one long continuous 
·p&ttorn of 11 Drienta:J. Despotismn that had 111nh~rent soc1a11at . _ 
trait.a al.l··along", and the stupi.d Trotskyists who, when -it was· 
a revolution in 1949-50, saw its capitalistic nature and clung 
to t.he 11 permanent revolution" to explain their bystander policy, 
but now' when the counte~r-revo1ut1on has triumphed so~ firmly, · 
rush to extoJ.l the torced labor of' the "communes"t .it seema almost 
impoSsible to get a clear picture o£ the move ruent :from 1924 on~~- " 
o:r ·course-_-a.s our superior i'ront pagers on China prove--wo s·a.w it 
f'rom the _start. as stat_e capitalistl~' .What is. new , hol!ever, ar1d. 

·._vQy much more complex,i·~.,"'Y)le role of the_ pe-.1santry which woltld · 
"thus ehed ~ight on the whO-l~e l-11dd.1e,East,As~~.an,a.n0 lU'rican revolts 

which have bgen continu.Q~s and will Continue :from vrt"''II -.till an-y 
outbreak of: W1'1III, and tb)l'the party" that did not go through a. 
ccunter-revol~t~ion and b'ehe~din.g of its senero.l st.a.f':f as did . 
stn.J..inist Russin and yet "\i'a.s complet.ely a.."l.d thorougP..1y the exploiter• 
bureaucratized from the word go, po~er or no powor: 

Luckily,_ we have, i'irst z.tarx himself', who, despite 
all slanders against his position on peasantry, saw its revolutionary 
1mpl1cat1.ons as well as tho Nat:ton.:a:J. Question which "\"TOuld rise -
"from it. At the same time--and this is where all the slanders ar1 
he saw also that ib could not ~undamontQ11y reorS~ze relations · 
unl.e?s 1 t was prol.eta.rian led~· · ·For o>:an.p1e. he :re1 t very su:re 
that"unJ.eaa thero wua a "second edition" of the-civil War~ in the 
us, 1 .• e .-,one by the Northern. pro'l;ets.riat, it .wou~d f'ail ~gt"ic;· 
would inevitably lace to l.nduatry~ . . . 

Above everything, in this case because it 1·s our age, 
we have Lenin, and no one of' us should rest unt.iJ. they know every 
word, comma, period, and implication, of' Len1n 1 s Theses on the 
National questio n a.nd Colonial Question at 2nd CI. (selected .Wks, 
Vo1~'X) we have often quoted the one on the NQ,, a.r,d whene'\ter l"!e 
are on the question of' 11 intarna.tional.i.sm". 110 sh011 ho\"l Lenin_ was 
willing to give up even RR·if: the revolution in the East uould 
deve~c>P and demand priority. What '"o have not done heret.ofore 
is fifi to stress that thiG revol.utiono.1•y outlook on "the Eaattt -was> 
not due to any def'cat in the 11West 11 u' Quite the contrary, it was 
1920 and everyone, especially Lenin, f'ully believed that the' 
West European Revolution, especially tho Garman, would burst 
f'orth; 2)the role of tho party, though "vanguard.", was lean 
important than the mass outburst and thcra:fore, f'or ex.,in China 
it could go into another party, pro"J"ided it nc:nror gave up elthor 
ita right to criticize or develop a theory of: the developing 
rovo~ution and organize accordingly~'-

~ that very time thoref:ore of: development of: 
revolutions that- would be 11permana· .. ht 11 ,1~c. ,go :from bourgeois to 
cocialiam, LT' a the -·~ry of' permo.nont l."'ovolution proved _entirely 
uaelaos and he himself' had. very little -to say when Lenin was 
ali vo and \ihon he -\"rae dead a.nd.ha.d to act on his oun in t.he 
1.925-7 Chlneso R0 vo1ut1on, '\ole. \till show W'h!!.t he ha.o to aa.y isn't 
much, which is proclso ly why h!.e principlos ha.von't i.Jeen able 
to koop tho Trotokyitoo on tho right class line. 
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Here .is whe:t -we Jn1_::tst get straight about tha.t theory of the 

permanent revol.ution upon \1'h1ch \fO o~d ones 1i.ved. so J.ong and made 
s:tmpl.y. synonymous \i.1:th ttworl.d rev." vs. "soci.a11em in one coWltry." 
F:l.rat., the theory, o~aborat.ed in ~903, stated RUssia cou~d go from· 
derr•ocrat.l.c (bourgeois) to eodn~ist because of tho hesemony of the · 
pro1et.ar1.at •· Tlle corol.l.ary to it, however. ·which Is 1-fny Lenin 
was opposed to :tt. &·tho st.~inists used it for their own purposes 
to tal.k of lrl.s "u.."lder_aatlma:t,.on of the peasantry•'., was that, on 
thei.Y• own the poo.ar...ntry was not much. Lenin, the supreme reaiiBt.; .. 
kep£ Bllyrng, :tn the concrete c1rcumst_"!'CJlB-Of, Russia, the quest:ton 
was not wether :t.h<LpeaeL'.nt.ry_'~n-their own"_oan do much"--illl:tho · 
here -~o-yorrunaerestime:te _the1r ·revo~utTonary potentiaU ties . 
as we~~ as nets--but whether the pro~etariat, beir.g as BmD~~ as :l.t 
:12. must get as i.ts a1l.y nthe l.ibcr-oJ. brmrgeo1.sl1 or ntha peasant.:·" 
I says the peasant &I say the perfect proof you have repe~ted 
nonsense about him ;ts that you sti~~ act ~s if tho diapers~ of 
the pens3.nt. ho~seho1d over \·!ide areas meant nno party 0-r their own"s 
just ~ook at the soc:t~ Revolutionary Party and· you wn~ see:· 

' - "-------------·~·--·~----~···'"".--· ------- ... -., 
secondly, tho t.hoory o:f_ tho pcrl!lane.nt r_evol.utlon, was 

very abstract :tn ;tts "intornation~ism" for whi~e .l.t used the word 
i.n every other phra.ae~ and underntood well thnt. tho. "world ~kat" 
not any one s 1ng1e country~ \m.s the point or. depe.r·t.ure :Lor the 
asti:mate of any count.ry, :tt was nbso~ute~y b~ind to the fact that. 
the grBatost part of" 1;-he '\i~rld "rna unindust:z•iaJ.izod &hence ur.~.pro-
1etaria.ni.zed and thoroi'ore, :f'.2.iled to o.ilSlfOr, what concret.ely­
shou.-a.d be the nlL"lc" in tho.t vast. area o:f the world. SureJ.y 
repeti:t:tns ad nauseum "hegemony. of pro~etnr1at 11 simp~y rmewared 
nothing \'/here no pro~etariat eY.isted. In trut.h, .l.t rulsliereil ybry 
l..itt.l..e whcrt a_ smal.l. pr~~etaria:t, euch a.n ~n China did exist·~· For 
\<hat happened in ~925-27 :ts that .t.T' a po~ition was entire~y 
dei'ens1. ve once thero were no strikes or the strikeS in the great 
ci.t.*ea 1-rare ruthl.ess~y :put do'\'tn by Chlang Xai Shek. He t.hor~­
:fore J.i.mi.t0d, 1st hle dispute, to the :fantastic notion of st.o.J.in 
oi" "a b~oc O:r 4 c~a.oaes", ar..d. the complete submornion of CP to 

·· . ~omintang-wh:toh.ha<L~e<J to tho disaster, but he hlld nothing, v , .. : _,...r-:iiot· O'l!L.S;l.l:}(Slo l·tord.::.,.to aay on tho groat agrar:tan unrest and 
· \~<. y whD:r·-EO do th0ro'l;:..-,-------~··· 

~-· ' ,' . 

. '\. 
' sa.y comes in on his olm, not a.s a:ny IilOttthpieco of' Stal.1n; __ indo~d, 

he, not stnJ.in, :ts the 11movatot• and prac·titioner ut one<>. (The 
key document is when he is in the doV1ouse, 11~eport on the Inves­
tigation of ·the Peasant H0 voment in Hunan, 2/~927--It :ts reprinted 
:tn "A Documentary H:ta. of Ch. Communisl!l by Brandt, Schwartz & , . , 
Fa:irbank & I'~~ have Barbara copy out the who~ a thes.l.s and send 1 t ... · 
to you.)sooing that the pro~etariat, once its revolution was 
b~oodi~y put do1m by Ch:ta.ng Kai-shek, ~:tea proatrato, 1-!ao disappee.rs 
into t.he mountains and J.oolce nt- how l.ong the poaeo.nt rovoJ.t can 
continue proc1so1y boca.uno it ia ieo1e.ted -r::-·om center and tho 
"contor"--Governmont--co.nnot keep af'ter it. He thoroupon (I do not 
moan i.hat de.y-.. ~1t too~_.!~ _y~~-~-- ~±~mum i'or hin t.o -~~V0--0.·-''thE-oryu. _ 

.,·,' :: ins tend of .Juot n -roport) , · · · ·- . 
lt~ntrary to "hnt a~~ ot.hor rovo~utionar1eo: 

did l-lhon thej.r rovoJ.utit::Jn 1-ro.n put dO\·m--g.o to pr1son or ox1J.o-- : 
d:taappoD.r into tho mountains and boconen n r:uori~~a :rip;hter:· 1'hus,· 
tranaform1ns tho rovo1t or the peasantry, into an army ana 
p~nc:t~ it nt 11 ~oc~e (much sm~~er, I can asauro you, thtlll. 
st~in a "nocia~inrn in ono country" :ror oven bandits :round,tl\at 
a.n oxco~~o>lt p~c.ce to h:td.) he bu:t~da up a ntato mnch:tne· --~~ · 
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1.·71.thout bonc1":1t _of' n. rcvo~ution, :pro~etorie.n or naa.rm.nt.~ 

~n . - . 
)->:' · Let uu not :t~orget that t,ho proc~a:tma.tion ot a nsoviot. 

Ro J)Ubl.tc" in the vnstneos oi' China in: l93l. •. :ora.s le,ughod oi':r the 
i"aoe oi' tho e=t.h by LT (or so he t.hoiigirt-ne. d.Ld;t oril.y to havo 
it re-born as Cth and 4th Route Army t.hat lot. i'oui!ht Ja.,an in a 
"na.ti.Oiinl. .revo~ut1on" n.nd then won the \1hol.o oontinll'fiiltl~ ~--- It in 
t~O 1.t had no roaamb1anco l'tho.taoevor t.o a.ny "eoVititn or ropub~1c" 
c.nd· oven 1 to 11panannt rovol.ut.i.on tt was ~1c1 ted :!.ndoed bocO.Usa _1 t 
no1thor distributed nor no.t.1.ona.J..Lzod land but oril.y lot dmm tho 
bnrrlora on usuri.ous rentn and interest--but :1t wna au£f1ciont~ 
ne s.e;a1.not Chin.ng, t,o give 1.t na. maso ba.no." 

oomb.Lne to 
g1. vo J.!e.o aJ. t;oug!l there 
lfll~ bo ther n:t i:t.o base· or :1n. 1:to ootnpon1t1on. 
Stalin bocaune therq_yjla e. prolet=1nt G.nd 1t "ould 
not too he.d to lmf<>""F.1a··oountor-revolutioa, but 

~-·/"j_t onon ~ pu.ti.ifle down tho peo:.aantry that moved 
· · : .. --"'W! protagonist hut now tton.o oi' ·thee.'' who tried 
.;/ t.o nn ae;r1cul·turnl rq;orolution & est&bl1sh "novicts" 

.· · .. other than an n mocl:ery. That tmn/P-9.3 30, nnd Hno by shooting on them 
l , j \ ~or wa.:J.ti.ng ~e.nd. •tprematuro~yn \fhet4_hrl/nti.~l nosdod ''o.11 n excopt 
I "f. r.\f·-1; 1 11th~ ·reo.ctionv..ry gantry" showe:Jl preciaely \<hat power <l.1.d mon.n to 

\ 
I'\{_ l him. · .. . .. 

· ,. In :tho ~930a ·when J"-P<m tr.Loo to grab China, Hao · 
\... j O:f':ro·:-rs ho:l.p to Chill!lg und a.· tr-.lco i.n -Qll;CO aga.in cnto.b111;lheC::~' IDL 

'<...- · does moro than Chinn.:J? to whlp up t.ho ru:.t.1.onnl1st sonUmont, and 
part1so...11 movoc.ent-a.nd the overHho1m1n6 mn.J_or3:ty o:r t~ho CP of' 
Ch~ gnlns ~to·ma~barohin then. It wus n0vor at any £imG n 
pro~otnrULn p=t.y; 1t. '""';,more" o:f s. :p,onsnnt party bl.tt. ovan th<Jro 
1t. 1a not. .the poor peasantry but -the 'rr.1dG.~o pansr.ntn--but ~ost· 

,~co:f nl~ 1:t 1n juot plo.in acl.Jlln.1.strnt1va burenucrncY l1.Lth all tho 
>\. wro.•l.ord tro:opillBB nocdOd to otriko terror. 

*(i'tn to p~l)\ia should not. turn our hand away and. :!)reto11d it 
didn't happen that t.t...e.t i'D.J.l.tastic car~ca.turo o:r n rovol.uttonary Wi.h 
a. eta.t.o ennitnJ.1nt. "thoorv 11--T.C~ii"i" o:r :or1tain--a.1oo.now in :ror 
"gao in a iitrl.tod war- l'r.tt.it ustt~' Everybody han auddonl.y booomo D. 
:mi.~itary spots a.nd oo.."l eo.y ·.-1hnt i.s ''l..imi.tcd." or "o.J.~ out war":' 
The no1n--t is 1 i:f n:!.l the wor~d 1" di v1ded. .Lnto but 2 carn);>a"USA 
&us oft sti'Usgl.ine; :ror worl.d po\"ror--you oou1ddn 1 t poas1.b~y chooo 
a n1esooi' ov1l."--you muot go in :1. d1.i"i"orant a1na-a d1root1on 
ent.1rel.y~ BUt 11" '1p1Dll!1lne;11 and "popul.o.r bo.so" in exomptod 
i'rom that boco.uoo it "ro.a.k.oo posoib~o" qulclt: 1nduat.r1tll!z~t1on,. thon 
• otc. otc ~ o to~ Evida -· nt~y -the orror o:r I.T 1 tt thocry tha.t ' on their . 
O\mu tho poasantry Ccil zo nouhO.:.:.ro is no thO:i:"OUG1-:!y d!sprovon -in 
J.ii"o, that you nro u1ll1ng to :forget th~.t. t<l1<>r0 they !'.re c;oing 
in in t 1 ota.to 6npito:tiot d.lro~tion~· ~ 
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Fi.na.l1y, ua.o he.d ono other ''~.dvo.nta.gen ovor stal.1n. The l.a.tter·­
had need of: theory cinco tha:t hc.d. bec.n ... thc bas:l.s o:r prol.etar:l.o.n . , 
rec·vol.ution. Mao had no such· need and therei"ore reversed entirol.y - · 
t.Ilfi process _ea.y:ing ''ozl Prnotioo"--tha.t' a .. ~!theoryll ~ so that wh1~e ~ 
Stalin, at l.east in ·WCJrdtf;-·;u,;a:···to-oXJ>l.a~n "the withering ·ol: the 
atnte", or rather why it d.idu't if: it were soc:l.al.ist--;!ao had to 
say "Tll:l.o ·1s what wo do as state~ aa practice Ll.l'.d•th_erei"o/e' it 
is th~ ver1f_.1.cat1on c.:· tha_~ow_pn Chineso soU~ 11 6 

BUt,ono illig.'rt say, l<hat is state cv.pit.!lliem ii' it :isn't 
r.;to:te 1nte%"vention in en-rncruatrie.l· oconomyf How coul.d• Mao · ·­
:introduce it when he had none? That• a just it--~ven the worl.d 
tochnolozj.ca.J. l.evul., a\'ld the ~ to introduce induatrializat1t>n-
the uouJ.d take care of: the ro~t and o:r thoeo 2 he · 
had know one of: tho IJO:>t :l.nf:e.moue Emperors o:r China 
:l.s i':l.rat to um:ry Chinn. And haVing dono it m1l.1te.ri1y 

to sta:r thci..:>e, protected :i.ntel.l.co"ttia.l.J.y eo we1J. ,.aa 
so he had h1llise1:f a groat big book burll:l.ng--a.J.1 of: 

con£uoius plus all. 01assics. exaopt those on aoionoe. · The scho1ars 
were horror struck--not-at. .the 1'oroed1abor 'that ltB.B bui1d:1ng the 
Great. Wa.J.l, but at bo<;>k burhing, eo they protested~' Whereupon 
Ch'.1n ordered the sohc1ars ns wo11 as nassos :l.oto tho f:orced l.abor 
arc;;--that is nl.eo Haj>~ a con9eption o:r tho brec.kdotm ot• the 
dl vision blltweon mentif!, ano:. ioanua.J. 1abor! w:o.o thinlt:e he has one 
on Cit' in, houover, ·:ror-~t)lo/Groat 'la.J.l. did not lteep civilization 
out i"~r,-j}Ver 'iheraa.s "hS.a.vy ind~st:ry'' u~~l and. this bGing not b~·o~· 
but o..d. ho is :;oil"'...g hel.tcr nl!::el.ter via "communes'' . 

. If anyt.111ng--e.ny' sln~te t:.--:in(5, I monn-~provsd the hui!lll.lUam 
or llarxiam. 1 t :I. a that. deepi e· tll.l. S!laJ.ysis and theory and 
lt:nowl.edge that tho Industrial. !10 vol.ution ):!Cant oapita.J.ism and it 
\tas an advnnce ova= agricul.tura.J. ooonomy because it created base 
a:fter which ·'production" woul.d not need to tc.ke up your uho1e __ _ 
l.1:fe t1me just to oxiet and thore:roro "common se::nse" ohou1d to11 
the peasant he is :f"i~ltinG in vein 11: he :rights·:f:or an acre and 
a hnl.i' in stead t:or that productive base which wou1d make a now 
aoc:lal. ordar possible, J..!arx aoJ..d, •\·lG~1, \-te can't handl.o .the human 
beings bl• just doorooe and ao th:>t pensnnt n:u.ot be '>ton over' and 
,,.o bottar go a1o\"r and uso usc th.:J commtmo type o't so1f-6ovornment 
as tho pol.it:l.cal. f:or.n to work out economic on:v.ncipat.1on w:tthout · 
sta.nd1ng a.rmiao, prioons, and eto.tos. It io tlti..s humanism j,n · 

' i 
1 
' 

'i 
the ~~asia o:r 1917-21 that tho peae~t d:l.sros:>.-dod and demanded rrEP. 1. 
so tha:t therea.f""te.:·.r you neodod to lHlYe the b~ood.bn.th oi" nco11act1 v~ 
.izn;t~on~·n Hno t"oel.s that \~th tho e.rey h-rt cun AJl'~~St.hb1ooilbn.th" 
by tro.no:forc1ng tho \iho~e vnst aontinont into one·uG;-rOo.tnh&p. nut 

-: 

tl1o prolottu--1.t'.t uill yet hnvo tho le.ct l·tord a.nt1 la1ou hou to rootora 
hu.maninm to tho concept of' a. new sociot.y~· 

I'l.l ond abruptJ..y boc~t.t~oo I nru.nt no'-: lc.:::_'nvo but 
1t 1 11 au~f~ca no a atnrtor tor a diocuasion. 

yours •. 
\<·' 
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