m- LETTERS OF 1958

| June 27, 1958

Dear Bessie.':z"'

i

Tl J.R. Johmson's, “Faoinb Beality“ 174 little pages of
it is. off the press. . How naive of .me to have thought: that =

- the delay wae due .ro’ the fact that. he had eent it back Lo

the press in order to have eomething to say on the’, coming ‘of .
De Gaulle to powerl: The man who-can write‘“it is agreed:
'_that the eocialist Boclety existe.? need" indeed ‘never fece
reality' the conyolutions of his own mind ouffices and'
.}.so wWe have the. key sentence of his reality that socialien
__zalready ‘exists, and all we have to. do is. "to "ecora the.
f:fects of its exiutenoec ‘

‘ Moreover, that new sooiety of ‘his. is broad enough 50 N
‘that we get as "t he procf" of the new society “the new - people"'-f'
__(hold on to your seati) it includes "Nkrumah...(who) ‘single- '
. handealy outlined a, program, based on the ideas of Marx,. .

. Lenin and -Gandhi. ", Haturally that makes .Gandhi new - for he
__t"introduoed & new d mension into the technique of maSS;, -
Egstruggle for national 1ndependenoe and perheps rar. more. His
:;ipolitical genius, onaof the greatest. of our times®. And of

'.course if Gendhi why not Yehru and “tne Congress Party" or-- 3
'“ﬁfor that matter ~-:why not lao Tse-tung emong the neW'i'“If '

'_.Chine has gone the way of Stalinist. totalitarianism, it is

_'becauee faced with tne implacable hostility of US. Imperialism,.,.‘
it had no choice but to follow the pattern of its Bussien :
i'elly“ but. that should not make us forget that "Hao ee—tung
'and his fellow revolutionists built. a party and an’ army;in
striot relation to their objective environment end- the need

'of self—preservation." I do not know. whether you are quite
.'prepared for all "the New" but you oannot be. surprised that
"the Russian’ Revolution is equated to those of China. and Ghana,
3nor ;u to the opposite side of the same coin -- that 1917 is-
equated to. the single party statel But J, R._Johnson says
both with as much ballast: "The Bussian Revolutien
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shattered the etructure of officlal Europe. The Ghinese
Bevolution shattered the structure of official Asia.u The
revolution in Ghana has forever destroyed the structure.
“which officlal society ‘had 1mposed upon tropical Africa.
_mBeginning in- 191?, the' political form’ of the One-PartJ
State, in. direct contradi”tion “to the aspirations of Europe
ifor: centuries, turn by turn’ has embraced such dlverse areas R
{ as Huss*a, Italy, Germeny avd now: Chinae o AL
SR Perhaps I snculdn‘t have flung you so inmedlately into N
all hig~ key paasanes and ‘started you just with the signatures,
“for there are other signatures‘ indeed, Johngon has let them S
magnanimcus]y precede his-j Grace C. Lee and P*erre Cbaulieu. o
CIf 1t surprises you. that no explanation about’ hcw & Bureau-
‘eratic: ‘Collectivist and’ a State Capitalist theoret1c1an can
‘80 fully mexrs, then know the extent of thejr hchesty that

\:somewhere iteays’ that - "doctr nal® dlfferences notw1thstand_ng,

not uhat it ‘specifies to whom that concerns, | But: then.they

-f-have very few princ ples- when there 'is no refe"ence anywhere

‘o state “capitalism except hhen it mentions the’ tltle of " the--nﬁ

document "State: Capltallsm and wOrld Bevolutlon" : I should

have entitled the rev:eW""A llftle horesty would” have gone -
sy lohg way; and’' a few principles’ even’longers" The Appendix -

- to that book i5-a. masterolece of- double talk: 1) it” says

" ‘the ideas and perspectives in- Facing Beality are” the" result 3

of 17 years ef theoretical study" so’ we are’ ‘back at 1941 and
you ‘would: suppose it meant state capitalist theory, but “you -
“are wrong to think anythlng so simple and stralghtforward.-

C It merely says- th&t "the" materla] particularly that written
bafore 1947, appeared only in: nlmeographed form* and’ “that
-~ "the most complete fileé® is hlth"SOClaliSﬂe cu Barbarie
“published since 19480 Then we hear that these 1ntellectuals
and workers “have governeo 211 their activities by their
conception that’ the nain enenj ‘of soc1ety today is the '
“bureaucracies of modern capitalism.“ Now, although state
capitalism has gotten merged with bureauoratic collectivism
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' as "bureauoracies of nodern oapita_ism,“ uonnson sxips from':“

19#8 all the way to the January-March 1954° issue of ‘ngocial-
after the Master landed in Europe.f.p

Ihen these ”1andmarks" finish soon and we get this “Another
series of publioations is" the “work of the Johnson-Forest
Tendency which‘developed as - a’ body ‘of ideas inside “the
American Trotskyist organizations.'“Tae supporters “of tnis
Tendency have since broken completely with Trotskyism and w
“the Leninist theory of the party and the Tendency no longer
existe. T B S :

o "The body ‘of "idéas" ie never specified, nor'is the author
(myself} spe01fied of WThe ﬁature of the Bussian Economy“
also’ writter in- 1946 on the basis of ‘an exhaustive enalysis

m}f of ‘all’ availaole data on the Ruséien'5 year Plans. ™" But we
“hear that the'“theoretioal summation of” the ‘work Gf'the-
Johnson—Forest Tendency is to be" found in uState oapitalism_
and’ wOrld Bevolution,' originally written in” 1950 and re- '

1'printed in 1956 under the ausoices of six Europeans repre-
senting three different ‘countries®, But it regrets ‘that that
document “has not made the comniete break thh the Leninist '
corception of the vanguara varty." f o SRR
We find that “Not unt‘i 1955 are theory and aotuel ex~
periences of the workinv class Joined together.’ This is’ in
) the account of “the Shop atewards ﬁovement in Britain from
B _whioh we have quoted extensively in ‘the text and ‘which is

. reprinted as an’ appenaix to WsState” Capitalism and world
Revolution"' “Now that joining together of ohilosophy and
1ifa 1" only natural for people who think that Shop btewards
are: “all—powerful“ ‘ithe naw society“ No wonder then that
thelr chapter on philosonhy states’ that "Philosophy as such -

“has come to an end,' ‘and whi le they’ condescend to” say that

i’p"eviously philosophers at ‘ aast’ ngleared away ‘gach that had
;beocme 0ld ‘and rotten and at least formulated the new. ' But
the time for that is past"’, that “Philosophy mst become
proletarian" and since the new society already exists




concretely expr-essed. :.n the lives encl strugg,les of people.
RS The Appendix continues 1ts tale of how: all the ,]ournels
arose “along the lines set fo:th in Facinsr Reality" .the '

first of these . Was, Ccrresponde.nce - and. then “In 1955 there
,was a split from Corresponflence and another publicetion,

. News & Letters, was., begun along the general lines orf,
Correspondence._ For people who have oonven* ently forgotten
~our.. origins and development as a. state capitalist tendercy
and. so eagerly give the... up fcr a. merger with. Chaulieu, why

speal-. of war, and. his capitulation to the ps.cifism and

cohardlce that overcame. him during the Formosa Crisis when

- he; abandoned. h:l.s co-fou.nder" Isn t it magnanimous of them

to state that we pu.olish “along the general lines of COrres-
p_ondence" {Goc Forbid! o _..:h,,' szabte such old politics as '

o ._a'hti—war positions along liarxist li"xeo.,i_.':'

Of course uhey also ment:l.on In:liﬁnt Heart as if it
is theirs — and. ..hen proceed to mention SQre . bourgeois
boolcs to show “the new“' "‘he u.lderstatement of the Year is
the final one '”"his Appendix does not pretem to be in an.v .
L way. complete. L It shows an attit'uds of mind. " . ...t most cer- '
_tain.ly does - A pathetica.‘l.ly dishonest ano. unprincipled
attitude Tof. mind. from. its vez:',w,r firs., sta enent ln the

Introductlon to . that last. sentence.

r"\( "“l‘.
ket

f The Introduction starts with° "The whole wor.'!.d today
lives 1n the shadow of tne suate power....This state powar,
by whatever name it is cclJ ed One-Party atate or welf'are :
State, d.estroys all pretense of. governme*:.t by .the people, or:
the PQP_P:.‘_-G_‘: All that remslns is government ror the people "
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Now statlsm hee become th evil --.nou etate capitalism -
or th_ ’world's leiSiO"l. (nc*' -as thie ‘book suddenlv finds -—"..“
into totalita.rien:.sm .and - parliamentary democracy, but into ' .

S the twa poles of, world. ‘eapital,- fighting. for: World domination) -
- " and we find that the "Hunger*m ‘people have: res‘br)r 2d- the ba- _

3 lief of "he l9th century 1n progress. Then we Fing! :Lt was

.e.fter all more ‘than . tha.t and.. ithe Hunge.rian Bevolution ‘and

i __its ..-.Torkers Counclle ie made :the keyito ‘all: else{ 'only to
L. TinA Fhat when it ‘comes to THEIR ONE GEEAT AND SPEGIFIG
... CONTRIBUTION . "THE KEYSTONE OF THE.ARCH IS “INDEPENDENT -

' IID'[‘I‘O‘?IAL COI*IMITTEE . !INDEPENDEHRT! SIGNIF!II-G THAT ‘I‘HESE
COIII*-lITﬂ.‘EES _ARF, INDEPENDENT. OF- THE ORGANIZATION.")-- they are
in fact aeking for much grecter "m.dependence" ‘than just
from the organizauion Tor. the,,r demand that- each count'ﬂy and
each 1ndependent conmittee become "chroniclers "y Urecorders,’
and. e.ll ‘other things that. Mwe:and only. we' can’ do in order :
to depart f‘rom ‘making-these great. Hungarian WOrkere Councils
the center, . For: example, in America, where the Hungarian
- Bevolution was not quite understood becanse Emmett‘ Tillts

murder was predominant - why ‘they shoulcl have the freedom - -
to write what is- seen by them as crltical. D Just 1ike these
people play up “the new" 3.n all . the underdeveloped cou.ntries
who combine "Lenin I-Iarx and. Gandh" u (Bese- I 'm ‘here. remind.ed
‘of. U Nu who combines “Iﬂarx, Len:Ln and Buddha': on the ground
that "Me.rx and’ Lenin- answer ell the problems of the eerth and '_

'bod.y" Jand’ "Budd.ha of the heaven a.nd scul“!) -— so in the :

N greet 1and of ours "ha*' also” has "the rramework of I-Jorkers

: Councils?® - we - nevertheless have “Special’ 1ssues--’ 1) on
ekn.lled worlcers that broke away: from the UA!‘J "2) on Motor-— '

: men's Benevolent Associetion who broke ‘away ‘fronm the over-— _
whelming n'a.jority of subway uorkers, eteo. - ate, etc,f-_- not_ to-
for.'gut now thcir conceru Tfor “"bloc clubs" and "homeowners"
who fight against foreclosuresl T
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i What -an utter. mess! Even I- wouldn't have believed that
_..there could be such a complete collapse ‘of- any thinking in ‘ 
'_”,the 4 shoru years we: have»been _part prlnclples left behind

break through philosophioally on the “Absolute’ Idee.' Oh, I
should not forget that - they flamboyantly also’ entitle one S
=palt“"The Marx1st Orgenization, 1903—1958" and efter rejecting%Qf
=_“root and. branch“ -BPhe Lenin;st concept‘of “the’ pa“ty" P
We no further have use- for “prcle+arian Jesults"'and'assuring
us’ over and over: again, after . fighting a lot of straw'men of
1903 -and: never: getting beéyond ‘that, thaf nEvery nai‘ in the
e ccffln musu ‘be- driven. firnly horie" ‘and that they are Marxists
'. "only to the extent® they ‘then proceed to- talk of themselves_
; "é'“the Marxist. organization® -— the genius, the contemporary
..nature, the: "what:;to. do and how-to do-it" all “being’ summed up
Lin “Indepenuent Ed_torlal Commlttee“ that record and- 1nforn —_—

only to; have such careless- icfonnaﬁon in 1958 as’ “Khrushchev
Tand’ Shepllow“,—- too ‘bad only one. is in Siberia -—'I'm sure
Grace would seceé SOCl&llsm therc tool

-Yours,

[—From a follow—up letter of July l5th, 1958, weereprlnt the_-
following foot aote whloh deals with J.R. Johnson's statement
that “Philosophy as such has cone to.an end._7 Ll

‘ This “as such" reminds me of Marx!s: attack on thc
economists who said- that since the machines -"as such" dofnot
come out.-to attack labor, ‘that:therefore therc-is’no”“exaf-
ploltetion“ or "comlnation" vy them. ﬂarx s reply was that
there are no such thinws as machiﬁeS'"as such®. Truth- is

always concrete, The machines We are talking about are




thc only mschines there are and they are: used in a specific :
wey by the. capitalists to exploit laber and- indeed the" -
”capitelists themsel"es oeccme just “agents" of this domine- N
" Kk d o ) I know of no'other nachines'_
:_onounniamento that ‘phil- -~
“fact
‘that they as Hazrist philcsophers have come to anx nd.i-
Philoscphy'“as such“ Lor otheruisc hasacertainlv ended for

fof philosophy as freedom that is to be "used" but keot fron
the maeses while the vegy concrete unity of theory and practice
-ig reduﬂed by them o “a sinule document™ by a Shop—steward—,
,‘*enpineer—old politiGO'l Not until 1955 are theory and ..
i actual experience of . the working class joined together ina
singled.document. This is the: aécount ‘of- the: Shop Steward,
'novemen This great mesteroiece of a docunent which i
glorifies the British shop stewards as a ainst the Vanguard
- Party: (and we:also have -his word thet ‘they- do not. care- for
any political partieS' that is why I suppose tney vote by
the milli ns'for the Labour PertJ) is insane enougu also to o
see shop stewards es "alive .and vigcrous" during the Nazi rulef
“But I am’as: certain, utterly certain thet' in every Germen '
factory;'even from 1933 to 1945, Nazis or no Na21s, ‘the his-
tory and zaims and rethods of ‘the shop- stewards and . comnittees
mist-have been kept alive and” viworous, ‘the genuine living
tradition of the German workinb class, ready out at the
slightest opportunity. Not - only philosophy has conle to an
‘end; ‘pure ‘simple common sense hag 1eft ‘them when this isl”x
presented as’ the missing 1ink in “State Capitalism end WOrld
Revolution“ which had "not made the . complete break with-the
Leninist concept of" the vanguard party" and whioh therefore need-
ed reprintinv in 1956 with this. monumental addition of "theory '
and actual experience of the working class.” No wonder the
Absolute Idea could not penetrate such thick skulls —- the -
Nazis had been thore first to utterly dismember thought!

+O# W
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