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_ ‘Gomrades, tha Vip. minority'which has atond for the unification of:

‘..the Trotskyilst forces Iin the U,5..from the time when the questlon was:
 first posed by the SWP Minority, welcomes the. prospnctive unification
off the WP and SUP. As the membership is well sware frém our resolu-
tions to “the last convention, we viewed the question not only in -
organizational terms but mainly in_the context of the needs:of the!

. forward-moving Americen nrolatariat, ‘whose moast. advnnced aeétion is
seeking a revoluticonary party.  Precisely becsusse wé based. aurselvcs
‘on the fact that the developing objective si tuation will compsl: _

vnificetion of the two parties in the U.S,, we:were able very con—_ :
-sciously end very concretely to intervene in the inteérnall sltuation of
bath. the national and international sections o see that’ un ty aoes

- mnot. remain a mere wigh, The sequence-of evaents in which the VP: C

" Minority intervened (and of which the PC ¥knows) will help the member-
. ship. understand the present rapcid?y developing unilty nagotiations, and
-1t is for:this reason thaot we asxsd for additicnal time. -

~Firat, on the sertes of. eVents which occurred last summer when I
went to Mexlco for personal reasons and took the opportunity to see
Natalia. She hed, -as you know, been for unity and nad intervened In.
"the American situation before. However, she felt. that she had ex-
hausted her usefullness and could not intervene in the pending SUF
convention, . 8he cited the fect that the cuestion hed becn: complicated
by the actlions of Comrade Goldmen who had prosxiised t6 remuin in the -
.S!P until thelr convention but had joined our Party befor: then. She

" was elad that the Johnsonltes, on the other hand, behaved in an. entirel*
41 fferent manner and did neot. capitulate to the overtures of the-
Cannonlites. : She said that, vwhereas she could not intervene in the’
sv'p, she neant most declsively to intervene in. the. rreparstions for
~thae . Extraordinary. fongress 5o see that both the freest possible dis-
cussion was held and that partieclpation at the Congress was on the
basls of political tendencies in the Fourth. She pave as an example
the French party in. vhich there were five different tendencles, 211

~of whom she felt should participate. She thought that the only way. .
to make up. for the authorlty the International lacked since the death
of Trotsky, and that was to a-rive at a policy on the hasls of s full
and objective discussion by all the- tendencieﬂ of all the . n"oblems
‘facing fhe movenment,

Second,'in the series of evenis was the arrival lest month of u
comrade Trom Europe who met with Comrade Johnson and myself,  Ee told
us that he had real all our resfIutions and felt that, outside cf the

ussian question, our line was the same as the general line of the
International. He thought that there vwould be no objeectlon to our
beinr seated -at.the Entracrdinary Congress and none Lo our entry into
-the Fourth. On the other hand, he stated that, Judglng by the feeling .
of the sections at the time hs left, he thought thet the WP would not
‘be seated and the prospects of fts entry into the Fourth were very,
small indeed. Ye informed him that any attempt to exel .ude the VP
would be fought very viporously by vwa who considered such an attltude
falae snd leading to uangerous consaguences. ‘e would state. so - .
.openly at the Congress,’ to which our recently-concluded plenum had
recogni zed our rizht to appear. Ve would alsc fight the SVD'g atiem
".to.presmnt 3ts strongth in such exaggeratcd terms as Lo make 1t
eppear’ that it was olrecdy the mass rovolutionary party In Amerien.
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‘*anally, we: co cxuucd, we would, at thag Congrosa, fight not neroly for
‘our’ Russian position but dalss for thab on the Amaerican cuostion and
Building the Party, and that we considered both the WP and tho SWP as

--Anadequate. to.the tasks’ presented by the raplaly uavelon*ng raaical-

. 1uat1on of tha American working class,

O This comrade then took the inltiative of a“ranginA & discuasion
~for us with the SUP. We imslisted that since our factlon was not in
oxtstence, we could not consider reorganizing it for the purpose of
. discussing somo formal poposals that they might make; thet the SWP:
~ had uede neo pollticael dcclaration of any #ind - un the WP m*nority and
W were opposcd to .nogotlations when no declaration was -at hend, while
" all our views wers in print end publicly sold. Ve felt, hcwever, -ghes
1twould be abaurd to continue to avold any discusaion with the 5i/F,
and that- wo therefore would consont to an informel discnssion after
We S0 1nrormod our PC. This we dld and they offored no objcctlong,.

Comradc uobnson and I then met with Comradcs Stcin and F"citmaq.
~This was roported %o tho PC, and I wish to read from tho reporu that
Gonraﬂe Johnson handed 1ine

“rSgein ‘began by 1nform1ng me that thore were Gertain 'facts'
.'.such as the decision of the SWP pgainst unity and the fact that theo
_leading parties in Furope had cxpresscd themselveos as in support of
“the position of the 8iP, As far es it 1s possible to be - -just to him,
I have t0 say that ho gave me the impressfon that the fusure wvas, as
good- as decided. I ¢challenged hinm very sharply. on that, md told him
that a conference that would behave as he suggested nced not be held
at all, He hod to admit that individual European nranches had riot
- takon a position on unlty.

- .0 "I asked him why nt this point he- should intervrnc in. the
siutation in the UP to the cxtent of having sonversetions with me.
He_.sald that in thc past he hadn't want to embarrass the Johnson
Minori ty, .and that they were orienting.toward the workling class
messes and had lgnored the WP, He gavo me to understand that the
. problem of the future orientation of the Johnson -tendency was my .
problem, I told him that he was entirely wrong; thet the future of .-
the. Johnson Minority was in my opinion tnc problem of the sections in .
the U.S., =nd the problem of the whole International: that his saying
‘that 1t .was my problem was part of his whole attitude to the question
-which in my oplnion was false, In ny opinion, nlso, thelir not inter-.
vening In the past discussions in.the YP betwen, evg., the Johnson,
Shachtman and Gerrett tondencics was open to imolications thd: ho
cwanted to present the WP-to the International as a tendoney” that was
going avay from Marxism... - o

T "He nskad me whnt kind of intervontiom I +.anted or. oqucstcd,
I proposed that the International talke np the political positiong
that would be presented to it and meake political charscterizati ons
“not only to the WP Minority but for the sake of the whole Intornational
This was a nccossary political interveontion in organizations thnt ]
¢laimed to hé working together undar the some pelitical principlcsese

_ YHoe indicated thnt the attitndo off the SYP would ecarry groat
woight withy the scctions in Zuropa. I ndmitted the Jmpcrum“co of that
tut snld that if they propesod to draw conclusions as to the incom-
~patibility of bureanaratie colloctivism with the Fourth, then the
.Johnson Hlnority nroposed to opposo rhat uith all its forcos.",

9168°




) o
Y8y ;;astion -_th‘it they mada 0 U8 ‘thet e leave  the WP w ro

‘ofiinfinence vns exh*ustod, and Join: the SYWP2 with ths.
undarstnnﬁing ‘thot ail privileges thnt could rensonnbl}r ‘bo gxpectod .
Twould bo grented ‘to us; was rdjoctoed bY us. :They . anid that they hagd':
- originally bosn for unlty, but as the neg;o*'iati.or‘s developed they. .
consldorod 1t o mancuvor on the part of Shachtman, - tnd that the -
Scptombor ‘NI wvhich, thoey.sald, railscd: the question of the nocessity
of the "destructlon of Camnonlsm" showed clearly. tiat he was noet . -
coming in to build the party bBut to build & feection’ in:/the narty
~dnsisted, hovcvm, that thore- is nothing 1% the record of the: ‘aWp
that, stends up se well as’ tho offer of our party %o . liquidéte tho
pnrty .and the pross, and. cnter. the- partv in vhich we would be a- z
‘minority. All therefore thet had: to be dono.to expose -the "maneuver™:
" of Shachtman was for them to accept that offer, TWurthermore, we
made it clear that our résolutions state unnistakmbly thot we aro
for the unification of the two particos, nct for ~aplits. from one
Trotskyist group to another.  We hed opposcd the Gold'nan split and
'ﬂe would surely not ongage. in such actiona.

.-_- shortly’ nfter ‘this diacussion, the swp acceptecl 'r.he paruy!s nro-'
posal for a . joint picket line in front: of the French condulate prOw
testing the Viet Nam mnssacre. . N . -

- The week of the Gity Convention a renrcsentative o,z‘ the Committee

. arrived 2nd tried to reach us but as voth Comrade Johnson and I were.
attending our cenvention, they-had nat succeeded. However, at the

,--end of '£t, an S¥WP member finally located us ‘n a. rcstaurunt snd Ldla
‘s that’ the comrade in’‘cucstion-waz at Cannon's YMoude. We sald .that
wa would be glad to mect him bubt not'at Cannon'!s house, or in.the =
nresence of SYWP mombers vith whom we would discuss only after we head .
‘discussed with the represcndntive. The messnge wns relaved and the:
representative came over to my housce: He imformed us that he hdd
already met with: Comr2de Shnchtman-who personally had agreed to Hhe!’
‘proposal to participate in the Extraordinary Congress on tho. condition
-that we. would abhide by its dccisions and thot 3t vould lead to the. -
unificntion of the forcos in the U.S., and that Shachtman had invited
h,_“'l'to p osent his vit.“S [ I..hb FC &as5 & wholoc,. .o sa d that 110 fﬁlh
“that the. plenum which the SYP was cohvold.ng would also comé out for-
unity. Ve cxpressed our satisfaction with that developmont and mode
clecr our loyelty to'the Fourth and cur refusal to asccopt any. ulti- ‘
" matum from 'bhe SL'P ag if it were the whole of the Fourth. o o

oniy’ two more. facts need to be ‘ndded te. this reporu. AR our T
plenu"q it beeane clear that some of the comrades t{houpht that this:
_was -Just o meneuver on the prrt of the Cawnonites to fiot the J‘ohnson-
1tes over, It wos stnted by Cowmrade Gerrett that if Comrasde Touancn ..
"was morely building 2 bridge for the Johnsonfites, he may not ba will-’
Ing - to play. We stated thet we feolt thot the unity proposals are o
being entercd into honostly, Ve wera not afroic to go into the SUP .
nloneé. Put thls was not a pelitical question. The pol*tidnl gquestion
‘wins tht the needs of the mevement demand & unificd Trotskyist movo-
m.,nt and that and not -ndhidum snlits i3 vhat wo fight for. :

A four. ﬂﬂvq . f‘fer the plonum woe met Comrade Cannon (Stein,Clnrk
rmd fiordon were also prosant) nnd informed bhim of the . fear on tha™

part- nf somg. comrndas who hnd thougm. he was only playing for tho

Johnsonircs,- He mnde 1t clonr that If the unity negotiations were
on]y n mannuvcr, we uould be no party to i1t. Cnnnon stnted OIS CMe
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. phatic‘ally thnt-_he was for unlflcatio ‘of both r.r'cies th.nt he folt
--that the plemum.of the SWP which was to moet: thit weaﬁo‘ad would ao: Uil
. expreéss itsclf; and in fact that so for as 'i;he Shp voas concorned, tbe
nutual data: of unificntion wag up to the .JP,. . ; :

¥

L Yie have reported QVBry step to +he PO and 1nformnd thh Gommittoc;j
;that we bellovod tho Minority was able to excrcise an 1nfluence upnu
~.the Internaticnal for unlty, . and that we inténded to bogin such an’
~international cempalgn, =snd also to initiste disecussion vheraver.:
‘possible with sympathetic leaders: of the 8SWP,. Ve never at any timo S
. thought that unlty was off for some hlaterlc period, but that 4t WASs"
" st111 on tho order of the. day._ Fortunntely, wc nnd proved mcre ’
corrcct than we thought, _h ‘ ‘
.+ Now thm; it is so noar, 1t is indecd-. paculinr. comrpdas thut there L
i1s doveloping in our party who wes thechampions of unity, 4 group ol .7
‘comrados who wish, to fight ageinst unity, and more or leass on the same..
basis that the Gannonltes fought it « political incomnqribilit,, row
.eallod Mdesirabllity". It 1s said tho WP Minority are for unity
becouso thelr line approximates closer to the .Internationel; if thn
‘were tho cnse, we couild have entered the SWP long ago. The We
Minority has beon Tfor unlty because tho firet ncocessity to mrke the
Americon rovolution is the building of o mass. revolutionpry party.._
"This con best be begun by the unification of the Trots&yist foree
in' the U,8. This will slso sorve the grentest blow o the Stulinists_
who ‘ore our biggest competitdrps for tho working class moving toward
Sa revolutionary party. Ve atated,a y"ar ago in the Amoricqn resolu-
tion- : . ’ . . ’ . : !

" Tne only’ snrinus barrier to unity, the problem ‘of the hermon= . . - -

© lous funetioning.of. twe organizations with Aifferont politlcal views, .
‘15 in-the last analysils to.be mplvcd by the prolctariat.. Both org-
.anizations recognize in theory and preoctice that the success of .the

Fourth- Internntional is rooted in the maintenance «-¢losest contact

with the prolotarint. The safeguard for the ‘maintenance of unity.

agrinst irresponsiblc foectlonnlism in both parties.is the growth of

the rewvolutionary party in correapondencce with the opportunitics .

. and rosponsibilitics vhich will be presonted’ £o it by the marcb of

the Amerlcan proletarlat toward the social ruvoluhion." o .

o =

_-R”POHT OF - JOHNSQN TO PC Of HEETING ”ImH ST - 1/24/47

1 wcnt with Freddfe tc the disdusslon with members of the SWP
under. clreumstances which the PC knows. The two membaers of thoe SWP.
who. ¢umo were Stein snd Breitman nand T think that whnt ok place nt.
this discussion wns of sufficient lmportance to varrant o rather ox- .

. tended report. This 1s o praliminnry report” for tho rocord and for -
‘sonv reconmondations vhich I’ proposo to make for the Committenjaftcr-'

wards.,

» o Stelin begen by informing me that there weroe: certain "net s"
uuch as tho docision of the SHP against unity and the faet thas tho
lending prrtics in Europc had canrcsscd themselves ns ¥n o support of
the posltiom of thn SWP, - As far ns it 1s possible to bo just to him
I hevo to say that he gave mo the 1mprossion that the futuro-wns as.
“‘good. an deoeldod, I challonged him very sharply on that a nd told him
hhnt a2 conforence that would hchnvc au he supgostod necod not be hold
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