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r .. <fha pre£u.ocs 

L6~:_ US oJOi!ipl'l$:hUnd t'i:l& t&ak ~X has aet; !'or h1:nsalf. c-rt .iS 
ul_t1m.::i.t:.tt- al!Xi·o.f tb1e work._"' ha writes {p.lll) nto b:!.re tbe"sc<>n•:miciH 
J.o.;s ·of · tJio:ti·on or uavde.rn eoc1ety. !t uo.:tern s:ocist ~~~=1~o~;r;,.;;~::~li~~g :: ·_· __ g-epit~_liat aociaty.. Yet. ho _WR~ns us ag~1n::J:t any Ill "'s'''"'""" 
~.to -wily -~hil cay1tal1nt l\~t!. tbe -land1.ard _~ppa:ir ln 
!!.Oo::t--~~-~~ 1n.;!1-;""!d;.u_,- ---- ,...~_-, • -• ..... __ ..,.,..,,"'" ,.,_- s'j_ tar as ~•>1':Y"'"'"·~l\l'.":.,,p,,,.., 
)lersonifioat 1tlnB of &;c;;~~~i~-~~t;g~;i;;:" a;bo·:i idsentS o~: 
cls.eR-:-rel:tt ioria ann·--cle.ea -1ntsre$.ts.. !1 ·-

- -,· 

"?1-.Sv,_::IUSly -(:p .. lJ) be hcid s.nsurad -uri that tlHL£el.eotion o.f.ao:y 
·._cQiint:t"Y Jzngla.nd.} E.~- .1.1~~t_ra~1v~ ot_.-h1e ?rincipla_c;_did __ no~_ :absolVCJ· 
· ot.be:r _o•Juntr!.e~ of ccb1gher .or lover dagree"of···d-4!val.o'r.ment·-:rrO'll· 
t.'!'ing·7·l:'-bjec! ~? "t~ natUral laws of.-C:apital1at pr:,duot.!.on •.. It .1« 
a que_c"~;~cm, ·o:&. 'iis.10H5 .\.&_,6 thomoa:l:veg:. o-t ~h::~e t~m.d.encie-e ~o:rki!lg; "1~<!tc·. 
1ron uecaeaity town.rde inevitable results." t'Jhb.t 1s .. or the easanca· 
of _thinga_._ thP.th _is the _gtode o.L..E.r~duot-ion.: "ln th1c w_or~ I ha.ve to 
exe.ad.na· the c~pl \a.list ~otle. of product-ion_. enU t.ho cono.1 't1ona of 
prcid,ttct1on and e_xchange oorraapondiog to t.h:L.t mode • ., · 

What .... ethod or" annlyaio nill !!arx" use in his description of that" mo-.1.e 
o! production? He begins not "'1th u gane"'ll. ane.lyala of the ;vbole,. . <, 
but by stwl3'.1ng tho cells ~l-r thc-_t whole. N_In tl"ls analys1a of. eaono:s1o .-. 
·forms. UIOreoYer.,•. he_ fl!'1te!3 {p.l:2) "noitber mtcrosoopea ri_or;_ot~emical·· , . 
·re~a.~nts 3.1-e oi as~. :tho force of a'bstr;lation must rPlp~a.M---bo-tb,. OJ" 

l"1n:s.lly, ~ha o.botraot :netho:l. wil.l.. he uaad. l:>y!larx div.l.not~<.>al.ly. 
defines the dialectic method as being •critical and revo~utlonary 
A g·o~d. e;mm.pla of his __ nppli_o:ttion _or J11'ator1~ '1\ettJ.rial-i'~· ia the 
llls..J;LDGr in -zhich he ana.lyze,s tb!J deve~op.·•mnt. o.r political economy 

Thus do the· preface£ introduca ua: to Ct-:.pl tal. 'rlio Process of ·ct. 
Production.-

Il. Part I -- Comc:a..iltios tt.nd J.;oney 

'l'be co:il of tha whol.e of =p! t•.!J.:Lst production l.a 1>he oam .. odit 
.and Ua.rx begins his analysis oJ ca;l1ta.l.1st pro:iuot1on wL th an 8.na.l.) 
of this ocncrete: ph~ooweilO:m. [.~u usaalY•lug -."t.a t:vr;;:;. :.! ~-;;:;;::!::e=a~oe o. 
the CO!l!"O:iity;, that is, !n analy:~.ing the v:&.y tha "<lr.lth <>f cu;>ltsl1r. 
soc1etiea _a.ppdnra, Ma..""tx. m..<tkea au u.butru.ot-!on ~1--- the h1a't.ory _of soo!.ll!l1.. -

.from. the mc;ment when the pro.:1ut.lt of l.abor firzt took on the fo:-m o£ e.·\. 
oore.cod1ty. that. is, from the mOJ£!:ont thare was a su~rplus of the 
of la~or in primitive oommw>os, unttl it~ fully developed cnp1•~••ft~ 
:torm when the very c"po<cHy to labor hall become a c<>:u.od1 ty,.Y Money 
o.n\1 OOiTJ4iOd1 tias hs.vo ox1atod _ 1n pre-cc.pi t.:.~l1 st fi.OC1et.ies b\!t on. pi te.l· 
appcarA on the h1etor1o soana onlY ~ith tho appon~ano• of tha epaa1r1c 
q;pm:.!OditY:t ln.bor po-Ncr.. That, ho-Jrover • will oe covered in Pnr~ · !_I. 

ween~hiln., in Part t. 'the. Hnc.ly£~.if1 or thtt commodity b2:g\ne~ bog1ne. 
with ·n.n analy.n1a of tha t;te :rc.otors of u comr:hoJitYt uua vo.lue- and 
ya.lut.. ..l\a. vnl•J.Qa Jt.ll c\JoN!r.ou1~1o~ ~~!! only def1o1.t.t) masses o-:r con­
gallfed lu.bor t1mo." (p.i.~6). it 1a ittport-Knt. to noto thA.t !ta:'X 
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I?.ent1oils. Out doea uot he:e stop to anc."lyze th-:) 
is _c·xc'!:iange ·va.lW:i:.- F.a.ti.i.-6-t"--t.c -proct-ed~ cU .. ~etr~ly 
Which: l.S no·t. the tiu.a.l- form or. e:.i'ls Q0m.:J40d1ty. l:;:.;at 

· •I 'l!aa t.he !lr<>t to point C'llt ami .tc ew••1nc t>T1t1ce.ll:Y this twO.:.! old:· . 
llll.~ma of the .labour c;,ntn.ined in """'"odttlas,• l!arx lfriteo (P.l4!l). •M· 
~!lis is the pavot on l:hicb a. .clear coa.prehen•1on of pol1~1cal slltcno"o/ 
t.urns. ··we _muat go more in-:;o dcta.i"l .. ~ It J.s impoasible to 
l:ltt.r.Xi_et _pol1 tical economy ·.vi thout a thorough undarsta.!ld!ng of the Jil!!S~ .•.•.•. ·.:: 
on ~bich it revolves. 

l":1r:art., Mar• C1pla.1nz the. antsgonlsa· latent in the t;so-fold. ch.=Iraot-s~ Of_-_ 
1111>:>::' h•·53): ••.n inoreans i<• ·tha. qW>nti~y of usa valuo"' ls an inc::oa~e 
eyf_.aa-:.er1a1· .woa.lth. fii_th t"o- _co~ts _tlfo men can be clotb_~dJr witb ons ·. 
c.oa.t Qnly ~ine man. R6_-..rer~llelri"sS. an inc~aaaed ·Qa.1.nt1t}'·- o:f.-_me.:ieri&J;:·-., 
wealth !llJi.y correapond to a oimultllneous. fall in the o:agnitude of its 
vaJ;:.:.e" 'lltle a.nta.gon1st1c JOovemllnt bas ita oriuiu ln the t'SG-i'ol.d 
chifl.racter . :lf labor. _1\ • •• - • 

In- other· wor'dS·~- whe-n c.c:o.creta ~Uho:i:- 81 'tho.t··o: the ·tailor, produoed two 
\UI:"e-v;iluea_, coa.ts=- he :1noreancd the =atGrial -.roa~th_. If$ however~ 1tf 
the.!nS:mti!!.~.- th~ -J-H"Q.iucti.v1ty .af ln.bor lncreasea sa 'tha~ the _ti~ -~ 
durinK tmiah he used to ~roO.uc~ 'one co~~t be_. now pT\ldu·eari_ tv:-o: ·Coats-.· •"o ''"' 
YtJ.lu.:!t of eich of these_ ovats wa.a hn.lV0ci;t fi;:, thut the inoren.se in ··-the 
nWlbor- ·nf coe.ts nae naVe.rthalese noi; an 1norec.ae 1r, value a o:c- · C3.Pi 'tali' at -
,.ao.ltll .• 

Thill tvo-told result '""isec fro" tile t"'n-:f'old cha>·aa·ter of labor: 
abs··t:r.tict labor aa o:roa.tive of wealth, n.nd concrt~ta lauo.r as crGat1ve .of· 
use .. 'C'a.luas; {p.51q '!tOn the one ho.nti.. all .labor ia, spfrak1ng phys1olog1-
0!:.ll:J,. ...u1 expend1:tura-, o!. ]lU.:!lll. l~ba:!" p~l!e:r and in i te-:. oba!"B--(r~e;, of_ :- · 

· iduntic&.l_ a.butr&ot · bi.Jman ··la!:.Hl-::- 1 t cree.t9~ ttnd f01-"Cl~ ~hs vn.lue __ _,oi'. _o<m-
. mt<ditiea. On ~ha otber hand, all labor is .the <>:<r-end.itl.lre of. llllllia.ii · · 
inuor power in a special foru: and ll'ith a de!l.:>i1;e 'aim a.nd in ~Ilia. its 
o'harae.tsr· of. concreto~ useful labor.. it prod.ucea us~-va.lues .. 8 Uere 

_).tnrx•s, u.naly,fiS tOr t.tle- mOment stOpe.· ~:.e. to hew coraorst.e labor- o!' . ~· 
varicuB k1nda::. beOoa:e abstract .labor.- .llarx does not tel.l ua unt1l. hEf cornea 
to a d&sol"ipt.i'on of t-he uotun.~ lt:.bor prooa-ua. 

You •d.ll reme:.l>ar th" t 1n o oo" ideri:ng tl>e valUI> fa=, ><e l1ad """"1d.,riool. 
M, tbe elementary or aocidentnl !ora: of V<J.lWI; E: the 1:oto.l. or oxpa.n<ied 
form; 0: tha general form; and D: the money tor:n. The first. or · 
elementary !orm--20 yds. of lin~n equal 006 coat--showed us not onl7 
the ~heo~et1C~l aapaot o! the development o! n oo~~odity C~t its 
historic ro'l,t: (p.7l).• •. tho ele.uuta.ry 'inlu~-form ia lll6o the primitive 
form unrtcr -.;-t.icb a pr,oclu.ct of __ la.bo_r· up;,ears tistorice.lly &tl a coaa-r.odity 
and ·um:t the gradunl t"Tzt!a~ormation nf euch J,>rC.H.iuute: into oGmruod.i ties,. 
t:J:t'Oo~ede pe..ri paseu with tlie daV(:lopiJent ot thu valu.e-£or.M_ .. 11 

Note how the h1otorical ap;;;ro.o.cb is used to oxpla.U why ouch a graa.t 
tb1nker ~s ~ristotle ooul~ not sne that it 1~ the co~cn e~bstanoe ot 
humtlll labor, lihich Cln.keR such d1f:fs::r:'ln.t uaa-vulue!! 2-u beds B:nd. hoasea 
ao=cnsu:rn~e in uort,.1u proport1ona. (p.69): . 

"There w:u:, ha-rre..-sr;t ~n imvortn.n"t f'J.Qt '!C'hi:h yr.-:von'tod Ariatot:le· from 
&aaing that, to -rattrfoute va.l\.J.tr- tv OV<Nmo-:!it.!o~. i:: -::erely !!. !aod!! af· -
expr~J~using all la.bor u.s ~qw~l bl.lnln.n l.:.:.bo:r and consoequ-~ntly au 1ubor of 

9048 



-3-
~ec;unl Q:U!!.l!t~. G.ree!:: coaiety_ F.!;i2 !~u.n'iad upon elo_va·ry __ nnd. hcui~ _thora_­
fors'~ :ror '-t_o na.t·ara1 tia.G1s, the !nequlil.\.tY of tn9D an~ their labor 
po~e~s. The_ sear6~ or the e%presa1on·vt value• nam9ly~ tba~ al~ ~.n,~s .. ,- .... 
or labor e.r-e equal ru~d e~uivo.lent bEH':AU99 nnd. e,:, f"!lr -eo they are h\ll!UUl __ 
~bor ~n aener~ o~not b9 decipber9d w1til the not1on of human 
equali~y has already acquired the flxl~Y ot a po9ul~ prejudioo.• 

Be!ol:e lea:ving ~be aoction dealing wltb t.ho f~rci :~f '\ .. alue or ~.xcbs.nge 
:v-e.lt:a. -ls:t· ua bee.~- ).n mtiul wh.s.t .. ~~s.x says-an p. 70: q\!'hen at the 
00t:;1nnine; or. thill- ohtt.pta~.,~~ wa ea1ci, 1n oo!Q.'i:.GD pfU'la.&c9, that :::. .oom--:­
modity ie both. a uae-va.l.ue d.lld az1 axcha.ngo value. we 'a'e.ra,. acOJ.trlidtitly._ 
apaal!1ntl: 'l}l:CUif.~ · :\ oom:~.odity is o. Uaa-~value or object ·of u.tility and_·.' 
a valu.e.. tt _.m.ur11.fcsta- itsel:%' a.a thi& t-.:-o-fold thing. that. it is 
~co:::: :.:.: .: ~- t:e.- .:ve.lue .asslli!!~ !:'! .. en !.!!4~!)en4.~!P;. f_...,·.r-m .. ·:.-_71 _:.: "'~!' the ~o-l!'_Sf_:. o:g. 
chan,ge··.v.s.lua.. It- neYo:o aaaw~es thia tor= "fhC!! ·izalnt.ed but only-,_,, __ ,,-- .. 
pldced 1n to. V.?..l.u.s or exchunga ::elation m. th .::.nothor· oom<:t.octity of 
I!U"!'sr-ent 1<1nd. •, . . . -· ·. . . . 

· ie·. i.!t.poJ:"t.~nt aa th& _oe>ncePt _o! vr.~.lu~ ·in Ch •. I., l~ a:n.trt.har c_oucopt ·en! 
,~ai;he:' tho n,;ll1,1t.,stat1on <lf gooial rol.ations in tlH! ..arl<et vllich, Marx 

th~t. oha~t~r • umle.!' tba heading· of _tbo--

~~~~~~tf.;£,~ff~'4~&;~~;iJ~rl ~i~!- -j!~~a:~ici~f~~=-- !·}· 
a· r<tlB.t1on between tb1ngs:t ~ commodity is therefor-e .a. .mys- · 
''eriour.~ thi;:;g siatp~y ·baoauaa "'a.~.-.. a~ci;;~:l chu.rn.cter- af me.n' s lAbor 
appears to thl):n _as au objeot1va chs:rnctar !!-'tti.!!!{~d upon -the product· ·or­
tbat labor; 'beonusa 'tbe r~la.tioila of :.he producers to the ours to-tel 
o~_ th!.!ir a-en labor is. rep_restlnted. to the:a an t:t. social rel.s.tion~ e.x.1ot-. 
leg not b~tsson th_o:t:~ao1v:es_. but betweten tbott ~roducte of t:!l6il" lal>_or •. • -

·In ether sao1etias,. -.-here the pr:;d.uot of labor did not- a.ssu.1i& the form 
o-r c oornmod1t.y, soc1a.1 =fll.at:I.ona 'i$tlre- plea.r: ;p .. 69) =vorup,!l."uory ltLUY.:r 
1s .juut as properly meaourod _by timo _ as cc:amodlty-producing labour; 
but eYery serf kno~>s tha-t '<hat ha expends in th9 s!>rvice ot his lord. 
is a d:Jf1n1ta quuntity o.f his O";"e"!'\ perr#onal 1abor-po"flfo-r. Th~ titM to .. 
be renderetl ·to· th3 p1.'1e~t is triCire t::s.ttor of fuct 'tl'·-~\n his b1e_so1ng. No. 
atatter, 'then, >Ghat we c:.e.y think of ths ~rts played by thf!: different 
classes of ~~ople thoms~lvda in thin n~c\ety. t~e aoo1al relations 
bctwe:!:tn 1n~ividuale in the parf-Jrm:n.ace of thel~ lt!.t:Or, appear at nll 
events an their own :nutus.l personal relations;. and e;..re- not disguised 
under tl".!! sha.pll or 5aooial rala.tiona between ths products ot la.b~r .. 0 

flotu h~?:: cnref'ul !larx 1B tiJ use tr.e pllrs.ac. n:soci~\.1 rolatioun• or 
_ ~pr:traona.l relat1.cm.-a~, uot "clasn --relat~ona... •ruat 1~ V9oa.use ha will.· 
not ·nnnlyzft cl!!.ce ral..'lt1ons i'!hil:e in -che mat"'k:et, out only 'Rhan in t.ha 
Zac:tc::o-:;-; ur..til --:::. h~:.v-~- :•:w.cht!.J the- •inne't" 9."bode o! :Jl'Oduotlon- 11 !.tn.rx 
thus upcn.k.o only of uoo1ul r!!lationa. · 

AlthOU$11 the uhcov<,l'Y by claaslc~>l poll t1o<-l. ticono:llY the ""'lues of 
COi1lillod.1 t 1ea "t1~G but ~ tar1t"l c.a.;presaionu of th~ hU.i!u. .. .n l[l.bi>:r a pant in 
thli!ir proiuc:ricn a~rks tn\ .. Ulea ·an !!pooh in_ t.ne niator-1 .1f tna ti.e!lolop.-·_ 
!!l0n'L o! tho hu;a.n· ri..!-0\1:1 it '1l-l:; n,) met,n~..~ a1ac1-pa.ta.a th8 _;:"J.iB't tbrougb 
•ll1ch the noc1cl. oha:acte~ of labor appoars to ~s to b~ an objective 
chs.rao.tar o! the pro-:laetu t?u;-~selVO'&." ! p .. B5) · · 
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llbillb.-- is; based. au the prooecs \lf m&torie.~ Drodu:ltion ·does not 
i~s Qyat1oa~ vo1~ ~til ~~ ia trsats~ aa prQd~ct1cn C7 freely 
10en ond is consciously regulated lly tbe!ll 1n.accordance -=ith a oettled 
pJ.an.• {p.92) · 

'lle "'ill return "8"in to the r<>ason "hy ola~sical political ecoilOUtY bas 
no; been abJ.'J to probe through .the mist, ._which J.ies .in their ·1nab1J.1ty 
to understand t lle dual. ohat"acter 1>! labor. lle!.Ul?ihile. ,.e need to em;,. 
pb<l.lil1._e. not merely that tbe value of a. c=od1ty resolve's ttaelt to 
tha labor incorporated in it .. · Su~. ttn:t the lo.bor inoorporcted. in it·. · 
"eounta 11 only insofar as 1t 1s 'ii'O'Oia.ll.Y nacesstu"J• :That ia the ~aw ·of" 
valw.> "hioh ao dolhihat<!s cap1tai!a1; prOduo'tion: P.B6) · . . 

-·--.;r-t:_·requiras -a. :rUJ.i'~i"-davcloped Prod.j.z.otion Of co:cmod.1r.1~S -·ollf<;rre" :fr·om·: · 
aac_u.ot:~.ulut.ed· a..s.~.riecce alm:.e, the scientific C:OI~viction aprbgs up~-·- t~t. 
G.ll _the. dU'forent ~1n::h! of p,rlveta .i.a.bor ~ "'b.l.ch are ca.rr1ad on ·1ndep-en• 

- :!eJI$ly of each other, and y"t as epontuneou.oly devuJ.op<:<l crnnohea of· the 
eoo1&::. division of· labo"• a.=e contitmnlly l>~ine; r.educed to the' qU!>Jlt1-
t.at1ve_.-proport,iona 1n !thioh soolaty requires thea. And 'llbyl Bucau&-a.-. 
iu. _'the midst of u.l.l the t~oci.dent.al s.nd ever fluotunting_ uxofo.ange-re...: 
*":U.ans betwean the orc:!uots. ~he la\>or time· oac1ally noceeso:ry f:or their 
,~>r'Ooiuction :Coroib:f;y asnerta i.taolt J.1l:e an ovar'-r1d1ng lt>.'lf -of nature_..-_~ 

'.t"hc .. aonolwiing ch11.pter of i'o.rt t det.la with. •>Ioney or the cirouletlon of 
·comn'ldit.ies•. 'i'fe are here given tha :formula C-lf~O (eom.1Jod.ity, moneY.:· --·· 
com.P!loi!1_ty). · B.:Jte tho.!; the stress. in- l.a.!d on C0.1l.'llOd1ty~ c.n'i not nn mol\ey.- .­
(p.l30) • ••• tbe result brousht about tbe circulation or oammQd1t1ea, 

. namely the reple.cin~; "! ;me commodity by ar..otber takes the appeaanoe 
· ~ b<l.Ylng oeer, o.rtected nat l>y meano of the ohe.nge of form of tha '_com­

ruadit1i!a bu~ rather 'cy tbs moncey act1ng ·as a m:ed1ws r,i:roulation ..... -~ .. , .. ' .. 
genc_Ui al!l!ough- thg mova.m~nt of 30nay.·io mttrrJl.Y tbC· 9:XPND010:l of- the 
ciroulo.tion •Jf aCI!I!IIodit1~s. yet the contrary appears to bo tb·o aotll"l · 
taot,and the circulation of commodities aoeo:e to be the result of the 
~oveaant of money~~ 

F'U.?tbt.'U"DlO.t'e_, the :f'·ora:.ulo., C-!l-C• 1a d.1V1ded into tlfO eepar!1tO ficts C-ll,. 
and li-C; benoe there is r..n interval of t1:ve between s<!lling the commodity · 
tor money e.nd using the money to buy :onother commoct1ty. tf the apUt 
bet~aon sale and purohas~ iG tao 6~ea~. these t~o ant1tbeeal acta may : 
produce a orS.si~-. nare 1z 1,la.l":t s fi.rat 1nti.cw.tlon. or o:r1a1s and -eha 
e1planetion that follo~n 1t 1s crucial to the understanding not merely 
of ,.. oom.,odity, but of tho -;bole of capitalist production: (p.l28) 

"The an·t1thes1a., ua8J-Value r ... nd v~lue; tho contradictions tha..t 
pr1vute labor is bound to l!lantfsat iteflli an dirac~ t'OOia.l 'labo-.:; that. 
a p~rt1oularized concrete kind o! labor hn~ to pase tor abstract human 
labor; tha contra.dicticu o::t..,eel! the person1!icat1oc of objects nnd ths 
repre$antat1on of poraona by Lhin~z; all these antithBsea and oontra­
d.lc~ions, -;yb-ich are intt:nnent ln_oom::r::od1t1en'" u.eaart t.hemsol'V&U, and 
develop their medea of motion_, ln the nutithet1rm.l ph~ses n£ the mota-
100l:phos1A or "' commodity. • 

llota ... ol.l the pllrD-se: •th" contradiction between tbe ;:>&raon1ficat1on ar 
o'b,lacta anJ. the represontc;.Uon of parson a i>)" thinge• • that is i>ct"un 
the p~raon1tioation uf o~j~ots and the o~jaottficotiun of parse~•• (The 
lbtter phrnue is s<>:n .. ti:uo" trnnela.te<l as •the r~i!ioif.tion <>f people•) 
fnr in the nnalye1a ot the coutrci1etory nature <>f a co"""ojity,--the 
oontr&.t!1ot1-::m bet-roon us&-Vtilu~ and vu.lue--~\u.rx i)t"eaontB ua w1th thit 
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baoia of analysis of the ..Cole or oap1td11at produnt1on and henc~ o~ 
cppital\et society. 

Ill-Pa.Tt· Il - The Tru.n.st'or~Dat1on o'i 1!on·gy into Capi·tril. 

._. .·_.lnst~ad of c-f!-0~: the fo%.t4ula.. £or the oir<::ulB.tion of' co:nmo-Jit1es. 
our i"ormula,f'or the trnne1'orroat1"!' of mone:v into onpital.· i~ ll-C-!.11 · 

.;The -oitttPle Circula:tion ·of coaunodititnJ-:..sel-iin~ -in _ordHi:-:_i.o -_~:=•-·--­
~rites ~rx (p.1.69), •ta a ~anne of' carrying out a purpose unconnected 
-..-it.h o1rculat1cn~ nwnely, th-., nppropri~t1::~n --!'~! use-values. the aa:~1s.-· 
teoU.on of ,....,ts. '!"ho·circulat1on <>f "'"n~y '"" cap1tt>.l 1s, on tbe·_con'­
tr=y, ne end in 1tBelf • for thlt <~xr,=ston of value tiokcs p-laae onl.y 

_ with __ this constantly reno'l!ied :i!!OVe:ae:at." 

'Fhc formUla, lt-C...!ill, 1s thus the trU.. man1fest;Uian of ca;:;itiili1st pra'­
ducrt:t~~ · Anti ·the "c0naos.oatJ; repren<Dntu:tlve !;'·ox tne moverr.ent _Of_ ·monej~:.· 
it& possea!lor la 'l>he cs.pitul1ct. "His person. or :!."other his pocket. _1e 
th"~ ~point from ilhioh the money starts a.--.d to "'hich 1t ratu:rne. 'l'ho. . 
axpanaion of valu.a. \lbloh is -the objective br.sis or n:n.in-spr1ng o! !ihe 
oircul.stlon ~-c-u. beao:\Ga hia sunject1ve ait:I~ a.."'\6. -it 1a on~y .-in co_ f'ar. 
aa· the approprintion of evor more ;.:mG. more wsaltb in th~ a.betract.·be-: 
oc.MQs thet,sole motive of hie opo:rs.t1ona, that he functions -.03.:1 a_ ~_ap-~t~~~, 
1st.~ "tbe.t io, as capital_ p~reonificd Ullli G:tdowe;d with O.;')QS01.0UGD.f!BS and-. 
wlll. ·_uae-valuas _.21uat thcre!oro nevar be loo~od. upon __ as th~ real cl_m 

· :·o.rc_.t~_e ·o_a.p1taliot; nvit!:mr ;:;;uat ~bs profit Ot: it!tY s!.r;gle trts.ust..et_iau. 
The :reatlocs nevoranding proce sa ·of P:f'Ut'1 t.;...umkiu.g 'a~C::.!! !.:. -::-het ~,h~ el"'" '''''" 
_at.• (p.l70) · 

Just as Qarx BW!>hasi?.es in this paasue;e that pron.t"'Ciding is only the_ 
oap1ta1151t'e oubjeot1ve reaoUon to t.h!! cxpsnsion of val.ue, whiob is 
the ·objective ba.s1s at the o1.rou~a.t1on u-a-u.. so !dar.x a.lco stresses 
that in the proceso of pr<>duotlon its6lf it io value 'lZhich 1s •the 
acti~e !actor 111 GUCh It p?OCOBil" {p.l72). Tbilt Wil.l b<.! developed nt 
grsat length by him l<han we come ·to th<> natusl proces" ot production. 
Hare '3'G ~rs still only ln t.te procesu C1f o1rc~laticn..- ~- · · -· 

'!'he ganeral !o:otuJ.a of O;l.pita.lil !f-.C-l!.- has COl1tr;r.d1ct1ona inbcl?ent -in 
it. lor wo -r)--re oonfrontad by the !'act tho.t ocm.:::od1ties mua't be ao1d a.t 
thelr value, <lOa yet more v::due bao to ba wltbdr11wn i"roiZ< oirnul,.tion 
tho.n \T&D 'thrown into !t by !U'. l!one:;baga. t:ottl that .Ms:ltx dce_o not cGll 
tbo posnltHllflOr ot monay th:: on.p1t.a.l1~t until we reaah tho pt-ooeas of 
production •ho=e o~p1tal is crented; thus tar tho pooscYsor oi money 
ie eimply Cllllod /loneybaga :md Jtr. l.loneybngs h&s to call hia ..-..res at 
value and yet 1'-ltbdrnw mortt va.lu.e from the prooean o~ ci=utl.lat,on than 
thro.n into 1t. lfThese a?a tho cond1t1ono or the proble:ttt. Jlic Rhodua. 
h1a 11'e.Hn\" (p.1S5) 

In e>rdor to meet t~o aor.d1t1onn of the probl:!m, :lr. uonoybnge 01uat btl 
l.n a ottuat1on Rhere h" ""'' find 1" tb!t marlcot s. p<SOulinr ca ... od1ty 
~hoao usa Taluu p~gaa~n~e tho peoul1&T proporty or ~uing a su~~oa of 
vlll.ua, • (potSG) 

Tbo pocs~os_,r o'! atmoy .flnd.n 1n th6 rnt~rltet BtlOh n. IJOrn.•nod1ty !n the 
a.CJDa~o:iity .. l~t,or p-ow~.r-. 

9051 ... 



!'ITh.e exoha'Ab-0: ·ot o·ommoditie·s i·i;soli ~;; ~:tis :i!arz: { ~-:~.166) • ~1&oi;l.iu& :n~ 
ol;hsr rolati.ona of depomlanco than those 'O'hiob result :froru ito own 
n·Aturit. c ~arx. doe a u"t atop he~c to ax plain_ what a:ro the .relations .. 
<>.f .tppeudenc10 which do result :fror:; its natura· Leoa!lsa he ls · st.ill:otbe 
ma.rl!:et analyst and is J.ooiting at the &upor.n.clal phenomena . .mora onl.y 
freedo:n a.n:l equality reign '"'l>"ae. l'!e will have to loavo thio. nph"'re 
wbere. ~o.lone rule FreodomJo E-q_u.alit'yz P::-Ope.r"ty and Dentham.!S!I this · 
~'spbors ot simple circulation ar exeh'nng:) of'--o:om:nod.ities·-ubioh 
tb" • Fre~>-trader Vulgarh • with his vie us and ideas before ws 
able to.graep ~he real aeoret ·~! hov.monoy begets more money.{p 

;:e~c.!!·- ?J:e- ~!!'a::_ ~till. hor$.~ dt=u~1ing _ui tb a~Ual. commoditY .. OTme_ra: ltr_.- ll.<on<)v.-:: 
.!:>age of mone7 • and the ~aborer or ,.~nlx>r po...er •. · ( C<>ntra"t to 
czoita.-r~f-erance _on p .. 592 wbe~a the exchange bet-:;een cap1 tal. 
n.:t- ·i"irst preiient·a 1t-sal:f to t.h-3 !!>in.d in the· _Ba.~B £U1se ae buy~··<> -··~· 
~>a lUng at other oo=Gd1tina,) · . . . · . 

tiara. -.:a 6:: still oonBic._'if:!t"ing: ~he_. ~~Uor;:r e.s one t'rua tu pa:r"t __ w-1_ th _h1ii_ :' 
p.ro~erty. (Of'. cross-:r_ef'crenoe ou p~ 765 where· t'rae labcrara. :ere tieitl.:t · 

-. ';'1-!;h "-'.!.:!.the 'doUble- senst!· t-ho;; __ nB_1.t.h9r t.bey t.hlft~s~l.ve_a ·:r.:>rni_-ca~,-·P-nd_:: .. _; ... ~ 
iltt.rca_l.,- or 1i.b9 QH)-:lCS or .. pr·.Jduoti'on~ a':} in the Ct:.Qe Of- u'lg,-ve"B;.- bOndUtnen·; ,_ . 
oto. nor _do- tbe: r~ .. :p. 'l.:!n1onr,. to thetll, iHi in tha cane of psa.eaht-p:ro- _· .. · 
priOtora; tney arQ therefore~ !rcla form, unencumb~rad by any means ~t. 

-. py;~~ct~o~---.jf- t;he1~ vwn .. ") · 

. In tb.i~ section. howaver • free;iorn in t"tu!: double sense 1o defined.: as·-· 
na f'r~e lllnr.. ha can dispose of hia lubo:r pv~et' a:tS hia own c:om::.oC1ty 

·a:1d tb.a.t on the. other he.nd he has no Qthe-:- commo-d 1 ty .f '?r s:Ue is short 
of everything neoess.: .. ry for the rc'=!.liaativn or h1s la.oor J)o'f:Sr.• (pi)'. 
18&) . . . ·. . . • · •. 

"ln thia chapter on t.ho bu.ying and_ aq-1ling of. t.ha .u.l.l-l;nportaat ._co:'laloci1 
l.abvr pcnrar 0 Ua:rx e:t-C"eeses tha.t nhereo.a commod1t1eu bave been prod.Uoed-.· 
a-thor· : .. n .. mS of societiac, the appearance of oa.p:"ital-» or Ce.p1"tal1st. pro­
duction •. dateD froo; tho appea.ranoa c·f la.bor power 1u th" i'orm of e.· ' 
oOillo~~odity: "The <;:J.p1tal1st e;>ouh is t.heretore oharaoter1sed by t.hie, 
that l&hor-po.,er ~akes 1n the -'>YGiJ of the laborer hU.sel:f tho. form of: 
a o.:.m"o'Uty "h1oh io his ;>raporty; h1B labor coneequ.eutly hooofll&s ..at>'"'. 
l!!.b-o.r... Qn tha other hand~ it ls only .fro~ this mC-l!lent _ tbr.:t the pro~- · 
d.uoe o! labor un1V•<Jrsc.lly 't.aoQaion- &. ao.u:~odity. 11 ( p·.~e~~:ttnote} 

turtbo:r "O!la concequen.c-e of thd pouulia.r nt-~.ture of 1abor-potJer-. a.a a­
comarodi ~y is tba.t its usc-value doas not-, an the ~oo.clu.sion of "tb~.s 
oontraot het..ean buy<1r nnd ooller, 1<0.'lladlate~y P""" into the hends of 

-the torm&r. It.e v.aluo. 11ta· ~ha-t o! ovary oth~l" Qt)l"''lmod1ty .. -in .-a.l.reAdY 
fi%Cd before it &O&B into oi~~ulat1on~ siuoe s ~ef1n1te_quant~ty o~ 
socl.e.l labor bl\::1 ..,aer, GpP.nt upon it,. but its uat.t-ve.lo.c- ovn01!1ts in the 
~ubvequ&nt oxeroise of ~tG force. Tha alienation of la~r-powe? and 
1~a a.ct.u.a.l. i\l)propriut1on by tha buyer. it.a etr,:ployn~ent us a_ uae-value. 
ara ""para tev. by a a 1n tervn 1 or t l.taa. • ( p. ~93) · 

Liko "ve:ry otht>r .::o.,.tlo<l:l.~:£. the v1<lue of th" co:r.mod1ty labor po""r 1e. 
ds'tur:dned by tho sooit~.l.ly-neoessnry ~flb!.'Jr t1.!l>fl necens:ary to produce 
th.:s.:~ CDftmodit.Yo~- in t.hits: caGe t.bo IDiS~nn of subsiatonc~ .. shelte!." and 
clothing nlitC6diJ.nl•y to J~>e.'k:a th~ "h:baror .f1 't to go to work a.u.:i to re- . 
p%0duoe h1umelf'. the u.nfi-Vt.luo" on th!! ather han:1. t:sJ.Ougs to bitt who 
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-7-
p'u.1d -for· it _at value: lt"!'he oonsl.L~ption of lab!Sr- power is 'DOalpleted., 
a" in the cnse o! uvsry other· com;oodUy, outsi<le the ·11rdtc or the 
market or of tt~ sphere of o1rcul~t1on. hccampbn1ed by Mr. Honeybags 
and ·by_ tho possessor .of labor po,;ar .--we thsrcfo~~ t~e leav-e for a 
tL~e of th1s rio1sy opbere, who~ every~hing tskce place on ths uur!ace 

·and 1n vis,. of all II>CD, and follo<r them bol>h into the hi.dd.en abode · . 
-. o'f _pr00uct1on.. Hare we shell- BOBe not onlY how capi.tal. prQ<!.uoes, but : 

.h.~. w capital ill produced. 'lie ehnll !.\t l!l.3t !oroe ttoO! Kecret· of profit·· 

.... king.•. (p.l95l · · · 

· tu ~Pr~o~ohinz t~ in~cr ab~rle of ~roduotion~ ~u m~at understand 
tha~ UIU':<, in Parts Ill, IV & V, uses the sa"'" procans of abetracto1on 
that h" had na<'Jd 1n P<-.rts I s< II. Alld be. usea tne· abstract :e.tbod at 
tho 'very-.time- when he io rooted. _1n the· conarnte history-· of,·deve}.'oDin·g 
£!t.91.ta11.smo. Just an the eler~ent:.:u:y value-form ol a com:end1ty was1'bo 
-pr"!iilb!va for"' undor "hich a product of labor apya~tred ·histortoallY• 
r<> the prod.ucti;m of nbflolute aurplus vslue is the :first :to:<m Ullder . 

·wh1ab oap1tal1sta were able tn.axtraat eurplUQ value from workars. 
~hat is to ney, capttnliat dould extract surplus value !rom workers 
only on tbe basis of the technique~ it historically found at hand, 

·'!"'d. hence only throu,;h lengtheat.ng O! the "O'Orking day. 

Ral-a.tive. Bw:-t1lus v&lu~i vn .the other band. is crea-ted or._ t:b~ bas18 of _ 
. act=:!. =ttelist -candittolla. teet 1"• by revoluti<:>nl.::1ng the ~bni!Wl. '· 
iUt!:thodg ·o - ,Rr&.iuction,!- As_ oontraete.d to absolute· surplus vel.u.e., 1rh1ch 
!a ""'rely the_ rormil nubordinnt ion or labor to capital, relative- surplus 
vnluo aignit'ias the ::e~l subord!natio:> of l"bor to a&n1tal !or the . ·· 
laborer cannot now sx1st outaide of the anp1tal1s~ workshop. The · 
production of absolute and rel~t1ve surplua value mnsno the ut1li~at1on 
by tbe oap1tsliet bo~l:l.of tho l~nglhoning ~orting day s.nd the extra 
productivity "hich comee ..,Uh advanced tnchnology und "'b.ioh per.d.ts 
hi_m t-Q '9xtract more aurolus value v:1th1n th'3 sarde-... -rot'kfnti day.. c~.~·'_..,) 

I~ tbo .wt..a.bo~ procoss :m-d the P,rocaes of' produolng O\Lrplus vel.wt,..-
- !!a.r:t deo.1s with thft labor-· procesa in genere.1,. or tho product!on of' 

use valuesj ~d the eap1tal1st l~bor proceec, or the production of 
Vl'1usa,. und l1.ence of surplus va.luc~ Here again, tha-n., uod in ·a. much 
more profound sense lldcause ws ara not de;U.tr~.g: not maro-ly w-1 th i'te 
tt.ppefi-ra.'lea bu.t witb. its em:mnca 11 ~;a.::-1: brings un t.aok t~ ths .t~o-fo~ci 
aharacrte:r _of lAbor. this tlme aG exacpl1f100. ill the tuo-folc. .(!l'"~,:,.oter 
o! the J.abQr procsas. in gdnera~ and the capit~lis~ lsbor proneos in 
partt~ul~r= (p.?.o6) . 

•The labor proocsa tU.rnod l!1to th-9: proc:,sn by ~hloh the capitaliet 
oone~es labor ?Ower exhibits t~o oharacte~istlo phonomeu&. Fi~st~ 
tll$ laborer works under the control oi: .,ne capit,list tu ><h<lai ~ia 
lAbor b~lougs •......... 
•Scoondlys tru1 proOuO~ 1d the property ot the cep1tal1st and not thnt 
or thP "laborer, its !mmsdio.to Pl'OdUOO? ••••.••. 
The lsbor proceso iR o. p:rooeua botc;enn things th3.t 
puroilaaedl .things th.fJ.t h:t.vu l;!coq.::r.a his prap.srty ... w 
labor procesa not only the 1:18!ln8 ot pr::Y-tuc:tion bat 
~~ope:rty of the ,,..,itnl1ct. 

t t;e c:.pitalbt has 
Note .thnl !n tha 
lubor po~ar era the 
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Jugt ae prov1oue~y uar~ laid atrosa on the tact that Tal"e ~e tho. 
aactiYe faator 0, eo now he -rq-9mphaai2a~ that ~V~lus is indepandGa~ 
of tho:J particular uoe-va.lu.e by wh!ah it is borne~ bu:t :.t aust bo- -~...,;. 
~od1ad in a u9a-vnlua of no<® kind~ .. 

~a:a- an~agonist1e movement betwemn u·sa-valu.& arid valun · arieca· f~om the'·-:·­
ant..goniem be tween lllleful l:>.bor nnd u.bstrnct labor. 'the J.abar of". the 
spinner that :ta:rx uees o.s. :m exumple 1s n epa\"ll:f1o kind. of l.aa~b:~"'~",.~'~?" 
the laborer ""'Playa to affect .a.n elt!ir<,tion in· the mattidBJ. '" 
upim~· The ~1lor. cut o! ·cloth me.<~a a d:res... ln the case ot &''""""'"'" 

-. l&l'Jor,.._o~ ___ -tha_ :.otber __ hnrvt;..;...lebg~ ?eg:!~le:::G: o~- i~a sp.ea1:ti61ty· 
.. ''tinder the direction of t!'" o:a;p1tal1e1i. l'..!l<l .hence interested only 

-- valUP-a'!' Thus the.· no::iallz-naoanaerz labor tice beCa.mS the all~ 
~~inant ela~n~. 

.;{ 

Mareav!lr·. the :ra-u m.a.teriala to., nsorvaa now tce1."aly a.a en abs.orbtutt 
of a de:Unit<t quantity of lAbor• (p. 2ll) "D1>finite quentit1e". o:f' .· 
proi.tu.ot. :th-ace quantities toing :..toterlllinad by experience. now :re-. 
pr_gi;,-n1;. no~b1.!1~ bu.t de!1n!te ~u..a:tit.!vo of labvr • -d;;.t1n1to ·a;ar..l'3eo·-
~ _O:yatalli~~d la~or ti~c.~ · 

Let us g.,t clen.r _in mli!'Lbtnd ho•,:- oapit~l is c-reated: "By _turning bls­
maney into OOIIUUOditien that ser·ve !iS the ::latilr1nl ele:aante of a n9v 
prcduct. and ae factors in the l~b~r process# bf incorporating living 
labor 'Witb. thetr dead a~Oatanc\!:o the e:a;-it.a.list .a~ the same t1me c_on-

: varts value. t.e. paat :mter1o.l1aed ':\nd dead labor into ca;>Unl, into 
val.ue ti1g with value, a live ononrnter that is f"uitful and ntaltiplies;• 
(pl-217) . . . 

1'h1s_ is -n.ot_ a- ms.re rb'\tOric pb~e.ae. Ita aignif!cano_a .1a rovted d.eop 
iti"vi.~ue pr<>.'iuot1on. 

To fully un!ie.,otnnd thiil "live monster that 1R fruitful and malt1pl1ea,;~ 
N ~net understand the ;roltJ _th;;.t constant capit.t-.1 £t.!.,d variable capita1 
9lay. First_. as to the ~a.ning' of the 't5r:li.(;. and their. funotio.na, (pp.: 
232-3): 

•rbe moar,s or produotion on tha o:c.g hEind, labor power en the other .. 
more~y the d1f!ere!lt mo.:l.ea ot ex1atsnco which the valUe Of tne: ~;:_1;~;;t~t.s4 Cl'~p:it:U ·assumed \-lhen froid boing money 1-t ·wac tr::maf'or:nod in~o .. ~ 
ta.otvra of th.3 la~or pro_ocna· ..... '!"he se.c1a e lerilenta ot cap 1 tal 
thu p.o!.nt of v1ow of the labor ;.:rocesa> Pl"<'io-ent th:unaelvss reSptJ\l.~ 
a9 tho obj.,ot1v,. and oul>jeative raatora, e.e :r.<Onns of production lllld 
labor po~er~ present the~aBl¥BS ~=o~ the point Of View 0£ th9 prooosa 
or oraa·tins l!u:"plu!l value. aa conGtnnt. 3Eid variable aaplto.l~" 

To explain the all-pervading !'ore!> in cap1tal1st pro!iuotic:~, the eelf­
'!lxpa.naion oi 9UTue, Marx a.bot:racts c \ounst~et oe.plt6l} lind than abowa-­
tha~ the ne~lz-added value le both v {value) and s-(surpluo Veluei. 
That· 1o, to say,. the living lnb:Jrer 1-u.;.~ cr-~nted both hi a o-:m eubsia­
tence nnd t},e surplus. 

Sinao. honever. 9~9 surplus vnlu~ io nl~ay~ b~ing roinveatnd :nd ex­
P"'l<lll that c (aonot"cl:t c;:pits.ll ocn»ta:~tly • t~is ubntraoUon of a 19 
good <mlY for the ;:>urpaoe ct emph3>!1zing ~!lat all surplus como frO!!I 
veriabl.e,. ~hr..t is the lJ.ving labororj and not f:rom oont;tnnt aapitu.l. 
B~:rorft goln; lntQ ctotail ~n thiz. er..pl-::.nation. no'tc l!o.rz 1 e warning 
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that ( p. 239 > !oo1:not") ·~he rate· oi" ;Jro!it is no mystery so Boon 
n· _"kollw the laws Qf' Ul.trp1ua ·valu.·a: .. - li 'l:"t: :reverse the pzo_cass.s we 
cannot_ c~prehend e1tber the one or the other." And in oonoe~ning 
oursslYea with tbe ~awe of surplus value and dis~garding 'the ra~& 
oi" profit. l~t ue aleo zemewber ~bat (pl24~}.•It is every. bit a4 
!.~p~rtant for a eor'ract ur..de•rAt!i:odilig· of surplus v:rilue,. 11o coD.ca1ve ·­
it aa e. .m.er_.n congel.ation ar surplus: 1abor-t1me., B.s no'tb:1ng_ but-_ 
"'a'!;erial1zed surpl.us labo-r, as it in, fo.r n.proy"r t:ompretteneio:>of. 
val us., _to c>Jncuive .:111 as a me_re oon£;9lation of __ so mtUJ.y- ~hourlti· of) J.e,oo,r> 
&S nothing but materialised labor. The eseantial d1f!erence between 
the various eoono!!:1c forme of slboiety • ll:!!SH~RT-<:Ii:lliln=fimou•ua~. 
h.,.x!!t:ut<>IU!!1;J'.;: for instance. e. society be.Bed on sle.ve lal><?r, ·W:ui 

. orie baaed on. warr.e lahar. Hee. only . in the mode in' nhich ·this '"'!;.~;~;;;;i· 
--l&bo;o 'in- !11" e&cli c~se ~xtraot.C:i frO;;. tho. iictual pi-Of.h.i~er,- e 

~i it is precisely th2 o.odo of extraction o£.th1e surplus labor which 
...... -. is r.-o eb&.ranter1at:1-d:al..ly C.ti~itali~ tthieh ~.t:Lrx des·c.·ribea 1Il. the 

· ~:: la.bo·r _;::roceas. 'l'hua we see. that@..~ "1ive 1i10cster thAt 1e f'1-u1tfu.l 
' )· and >!a.ltipliee• does so by virtue o'£ tb.e .special ""l':l.tal1stic manner 

iu. ._whitob oono;;ra-~a 'l.~bc:rs a.rn rsd:uoecl.. to ~'t.;tr.;.·ot laC_ui" ;- _.:.nd thG · 
in . _ w~teh. _OOil.B_tan1; .. cap._1. -ta1: a~ acawnul. t~ ted __ U..bo"!".: . d.om:inn.t~:; (lva·r _ v~.rl.!<l>l;; 

. ""-Pitnl or. living J.au..,r, <!lthougll. it is tha latt'sr th~tt !a the 
ol.' explm~lon of tbe for'"""· · 

~~~~r.~~~~~~~~ therofore, 1s to understand th:;; .. t, _tho soa!a.l..!.%,:.. the nolvent ~hich r~duce.e the .:~.ggregnte o:r 
a gcnerd.l. mass of abstJ!'.ac_t lo.bor. Saoondly • the 

cap1taliat this m1os1on throush ~he utilization c!one o! 
~bo f'aCtors_ of_ 'i)~oduct1cn, t> .. ecu..'ilu1atod labor. t~.gainet the other, - _ 
11v1ng lab~r~-_ODly in CRpi~aliet society does ~coumulated· labor 
·domtna'ta l1vlng labor.. There w~s -dead labor. or- ::>aollinea, or at l·aast, 
tools in' pro-oap1tallst. "!'cieties but they d!d not damlnata liv1ng 
labor. Thg ~Javn.ge was eomplete ml\ater or his bov and_ c-:.rrow. lt did 
not domina.ta h1rJ.;- ho- doat1n!i.tcd 1t-. Ttia ia-Stf r.as ~1 t'i1out ·.;:t t~aotcr and 
had to •.1ee a woodf2n hoe, but that crud.e instruaGnt O.id not- ho.vc .a ·- · 
velua 1X'h1oh asuertod. ita in.:lepandence 1n tlic proaese of production 
so that ~h.- C!nergy of the Hv !.ng laborer "'nn a '""r" ll>eans !or its 
sxpaneion. -

Today,. bo~ave_r., when an Ul-st!Htl a11tomob11e body • dae;Jite tll.e 
ooa-;s for atae-1 e-nd ne«" eqai~..meut,. can be turn~d out nt; e. cost 
ln.aa per Wiit, thtJ au.t.o 'l!ork-er :n-.J.st band his energ1e:c t_o -t'ho tune 
tbia expansion ot value unJ. !~~ca U:lCtnployment bos1ct.~S: /lore and marS 
ma;:binec need. letJa and leas l1v lng l!i!bor ar.d _nwre aru1 rooriJ -- pet"feet _ 
am.oh1aee need leRH and. lase akill 1n the general r!lass of human laDo_r. 

'f,., ~·r ;~1 ·--'·'·-'-· .,.~:·r, _ .. · ... \ r-.~ ""~'y__.,_.·,_. • --, · •. u .• -,-· . ~ _ .. 
f In the labo? P.rvoess in gener&l' v~rx te~J.a" US; tho laborer UBFJB the 
v !Deana of product 1ou in order to fashion an artlole of utility. ln 

the lo.boz process of en. pi ta.l 1 t 1s not tht.!' 70rker ;:rho ut~;ns the me~ns _ 
·of pr:tduot1un but t.h~ rutu:.na .:,f' p~oduotion the 'i=:Orker.. 'l'hA lnbor pro­
cess has t:eooah~: &. marc rr,aans for the crae.t!.on o! v::luiE!e.. Momver,. 
nven aG living labor cnn !unction only n<loordl.tl;,>; to it" apeol.!io oltill. 
so "coumulated lub:>r can r<!!nlha itself ns V!l.lur. <>1r: with vl'llue by 
£tlia..t.iB l}f lt.s inhnrent use-vu~t:n.. 1'hat. i::. to er.ty 1 ju.»t o.s yarn cnnnct 
become cotton. wood~ oha1~, ateel a tractor ~ithout un1t1ng ~ith 
living l"bor, >Uld just na deud la<;or oan pres~rvo itRel.f eml hooo.,e 
.u. greator vu.lue onl.y by absorbing livi~z lc.bor, oo aooumu.J.ated labor 
can fun at ion only n.ooord tne t--l. 1 t~- ~:.na-vu.lt;6 _. 'i'hs t !.o whn t thuo ~live 
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· aOna'ter 1>b.at -i£' tru1~:fu1.· ~no! ~1!l.t!.Pl"'-~-~·- doas. The use-Yalum of 
aans1:an1: oapit:ll is 1:h<> manner of its s.ba'orptioD of J.iY1ne; lanor 
•1:he ·rermsnt """"ssury to th9ir own life procase•1 ( p. 339 J; 

•Tha means o! prod.t:.ation are at o_nce changed .ioto· means of e.beorPt.1on 
of the ls.~or of oth9rs. It is now no longer the ~borer tnat em~ 
pl9Yi! the meano of J)'roduotion~ but._the means of p_rod.uc-t!.Oll t.hat 
eaploy th@,laborer. Instead of being aonsumP.d by him as Gater1a1 
"le....,nts of his productive I<Otl'nty, they nonsu"'e hi"' aa the feratant./ 
n~ce.sli5ry _to t~eir om l1fe-pr?c£isslJ .sn~ the life pr~aas of ca.p1'tal:· 
<l~ilists only Ul ita .mavement a~ v~1ue constantly expandlng~' em:.- ::· 
sto.nt;ly muliiplylns 1tsalf ;~ - · · · 

1'bat, af course, does !loOt ohllDge the fact .that living labor is tbe" 
only source of value, from ,.-blob lolarx deduces tho la" tbaii •the 

_greater the variable capital. t!le fi't'6ater would be t'!>e m!L&S or the 
·.rs.lue pr.-Aiuc~d: ·and of· ti?:~ sm:-plua ve.lu_a:~. {p. 3;,Jn . _ 

liAr;;;, tello ue that •.Thle la" clearly contrsdicta ~.11 e:<!)er1enoe basral 
on u.ppeara.J!OO. £vory .one· :CnO'iiS . that a- .O\ltton spinner~ trho. re.o'konin,g: ., 
the. ·.!JCX"COii"tiiige vu .-.thr; w"t.ol~- ·or bin e.;:;;pl!e!!. ~~p!t~l.-.-~mt~lQyn- ·-, -
8tant and little vari&blc capital,-does not, on aocoUDt of tbi&, 
pccket lees profit or surplus value than a baker, who :relatively sets 
11:. ·B>ltiun much varianle nod little constant capital; lor tbe .aol.ut1on-: 
Of __ thiS a.ppu:rent CO:ltr-adiction. many 'lnter1~edia.te terms ·a-re S,s· yet; . 
"unted,. .•• • (p.335) , , 

Claas1oal ro11t1cal economy could not·for~ulate this lau although 
it; bald •_1natiri.ct!.vely to it,. beoa.ut>e it ie a neaeaez..ur.Y:-oons"ccWIDOO · 
of tha general la• o't V"-lw. · lt tr_ies to re•one the law .fl'OI!I _ 
aoll1s1on w1th_tbe.oontrad1ctory pheDomena by a violent abstrao~ion.• 
(p.335) . . . ' 

IDirx ountlnuoei: "It will be s.een le.tar 'h:)W the· school of Ricardo oace 
to_gr1ef o~er this stumbling block.M ThO •lator• referred to is net·· 
the obaptet' folloalllg, but that· late: ,oxpl~ont1on ""'s not developed 
iully by~arx till his •Thoor1es of Surplus Value•. Ho doubt we 
cannot !u11Y underetand bow claasio~l p~lit1cs1 eoon~y-tried to 
"rescue t.he -law trom <h>lliai.on with the con.tra.dl~tory- pheuomena.- by-_ 
a violent nbstr"otian• until we l:ave collared the "bole of CapitJtl• 
but atlll it will help us Gcme to understand it furt~er now. en 
h9nca I have gotten tho paaoag~ reterr~d to by Ua?: fr~ Tbeo~ias 
of Surplus ValUS! (p.lS4-tr. from Rus) - _ 

"'·.be (rtioe.r.:to} 11aa ln mlnd only til~ g~nttte.tive 
det.er141nn t loll of exchange 'Wil-lUa, t.hn.t ie.J' that · 1 to 
is equal t~ a d~!1nits q~tlty of laoor t1m~: but 
hs forgot& tho na~lit~tive d9~erm1nat1~n~ that in-
dividual labor m~at cy ~~ane of 1ts n~1sns\1on ba 
p~ssented 1o tha form ~r nbatraot uni~ers~l social 
:J,:.bor. • 

Hence the onpital1ut labor proooss ia n pro~eos of alienation ~bich, 
.P:"aaintJly t.b?Oilgh the 1nt.:otumntly chnnglng c1ue.nti\.ativa determination 
of a:ohaoge vnlueQ-~hnt is the ao<li"lly-nooo~a,.ry labor tim& 1noorp- · 
c>rn.~ed in u oom~o:l1ty--roducee the qualit><tive dlf!a:rencoa--tbat ia 

~056 



-11-

tbe 'f&rloue aonoret.e, npea1t1c l<inds ·:>! labor, r;uch as qolning or 
tailoring -- to nothing but a m~as or abntraot labor. 

Thus !iitbout •.m.derstandl.ng the dual oharaoter o! labor tt 1s im­
possible to und.erstat1d the ·a<llltradl.ctions of cal'italiat P"oduotion­
n.nd honoe Uarx' s insls.tenoe th.a:t the analysis of the dual. character." _ 

. _of labor was J>Lvotal to an ur.dersatna.tng of pc;litical eKonoliOy, thi.i.io 
1o :!larxian poli Uo,al econoo:y. ' - · .. ·. -

Hence .. U.lso,- h!& 1nsiat,rJnoe an· n. !ul~ c~mpr~henSion- of- the inhe-re~-~: 
· 1;.:-.:: a! e:.:.::::!tc.l!at: prcd::oti.an.. C.::.pit-.:1 n.~~ ::ot.·.in~e::te!Ltturplu.:-:-·, · 
Ii&Or, •uarx bad told ua (p.25~) "Wherever a part of soo1ety 
the monopoly or the means of production, the laborer free or 
'free, muat add to the 'S"Ork1:tJ.g ti:tte neceBee.ry for hie O'lli1 ""'·!••t•,n•wc:e._--·:, 
an ex-tr.e. working time ·in order to produce the meaila of iubsiatetice: 
for the owners of tho maa~~ of projuot1~n ••• N -

But ~bat d.o1u1 distinguish oapitaliot p'r':_:oduotit_)n froo ~11 other f<>rlu--< 
· v! pro•iw..::r~i.v:;l- !.a th5.t hers ··th_;;r n:sa:i;- f'o:r ::-u.r;:;olu.:: labcr •ar!..~:;:: 
the -natut.·e of. production. it.eali'" .. (p.260j . . . . 

Even 1n such £1!tedngly ind1vidu:.list aotione as that undertaken <by 
cap1tal!ats in !zce co~pet1t1on ~ra not due to 6 will~ ·but to the 

. inharnnt lnwa of oap.-1 tn.list production: "Frao c/Ja:.pet1t1on b~inga 
cut tba inhar~ut lawn of c~pitalist produotiun 1n tho shape of aX-
tn~n:ll, oap1ta<Uat.• (p1<!97) . · · · ·· 

Th,J sn.Dit! objective basis holds -tor- the nfr£u::tdom, of the ;urlcer;_ ."Tbtl , :­
oontr.:lot by whicb he ~ .. orker) sold to the _ca;.;Lt ... list }\is labor-power 
prova:i, ao to say, in black: und. "hite that ha aizposed of himself 
~realy. The bargain oonolud~d. it is discovered that hu wan no 
•!rae agen1:•, that the time !or which he 19 frae to nell biB labor­
po.:erla the Ume for which ho l.a forced to sell 1t ••• " 

In cooperation and div1oion of lnbor in =nnufact~re~ Marx traoos 
the develoPQ~nt or the apuo1!1cally capitaliatic s%plc1tatlcn o! 
labor tro.~. the ti:ne the laborer who has been tho owner of his 
lnb<>r povsr until he hn$ :lone bargaining !or its sal., {cf.p.365) 
:>.:ld whoreupon( 1u the factory !:e h<L.n llGCOl!lO nothing but a "crippled 
monstrosity• p.396). eo t~at ~hen ~e c~e ~o mncbin~ry and modern 
industry the ~ter1~l1at coaonpt!on of-history 1n thus rr~aente~' 
(p.406) 

•Technology di~oloeea man's mode of dealing ttitb ~eture. the 
prooena of p~oduat1on by whicl! ha sustains hi" 11!" :md th<neby 
also l3y& bdr9 the moda cf. for~at1on o! biG eociel relat1ons. 0 

!lad. ern teohnolo.a has conllertad tho "ork.,,;:m into '"' ll.Utoomton { p.462): 
•Every kind o:t: cup!tnlist p>oo.luct!.an insofar an 1t 1a net o:tly a 
labor-procoa2~ but ~l$0 n oroc~oa ur c~~at1ng aur?luo-v~1ue. haa 
th12 in OOJZ!I40n,. th3.t ·it 1.& n..,t the n-orktna.n thet employn the 1nctru.­
Cb6D.tG ot labol'. but the 1natr'U:ftontn of labor that flmploy the work­
man. But it 13 anly lr. ~he ta~~bry uyotem t~nt bhia inversion 
fnr th~ fint ti::~o ,.cqu1rn!l toohnioal 11.nd palpable rcnl1ty. B7 
=a~n~ ~r ita oonvMrsion \nto on a~to~~\on, tho !nstruK~eot ot labor 
confronts. tho lsboroT, du~l:~g tho labor- pr.:#dnus, 1n the uht.\pa of 
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f!!ipital; vf dao.d. labor th&t d6:ein~te8~ nr\tj pt.Ltnp!! drY.: living 1<lbior·····"·':': 
powa~. ?he sepnrati~n of the 1ntelleotu~l powers of production 
froQ :he manual l~llor. ·and the oonve:rR1otJ t}!. th'Jae posers into 
the might o! oa~ital ove:r luboT ta. e.a -aa have already shown:,. 
finally co=pletad by Modern industry eroatod on tho foundation of 
e.acbinery_. The_ eoeoial 'sl:ill ·of- ~ach .. individual -inaignif'ican't . -
facto:ry operative~ vtinishos as an 1nf'in1~es:l!"llal ·quc.nt-1ty_ before __ " 
the science, the gigantic pbysic<>l forces, and 1ihe maB3 o! labor· 
tlu>t are umbodie<l 1n the factory meohnn1a,. and, together idth that 

_mechanism,. .oonstituta -tho _powe_r_ of the 's&a.G't_er•. ~ 
_ .. · (C!. orosa referunoa 11· p:.47-: "The .-.~b.ole: syo_tem of 

eap1t&.l.ist_ pro'-luo_ti~Jn ni baecd on the- f~ct tOOt 'the 
'iforkml.-!l.n 813119 nis labor-:-po~or _S,n· a CDlll:i!Odifoy.::-j.- :.-.- __ · 

It is of import;.~nce t.a nn~e thtl;t- the prt.r1; on 'Aboolutu ·and ?.elat_1V~ 
·surplus Value 1~ not a mere r-anuma -'lf ·cne and tbd other-., but a _, 
further determin .. t1on of tb~ predollinant: factar·or the t,.o,·-.:bl.ch· 
means_ a re-emphasis, on e.. o-ombine.-i basis of'e.'beolute a.ud .. rela.t!.wa. · 

. surplus .>·a.lus, <>! the produot1vensss o! labor under oapital1..., 
ldb"llifyirig·only_ the self-oxpa.n»l~_u·· Y! _capitr..l_~ or_ .p~e::luct1an c! 
surplus 'll'.:.<>.lue • hence &lso a del1nen.t1vn of' torfli.-':i.l ·and -re&l ·au.b­
jectlan of labor to oapitu.l. (;>.559) 'l"he various :rorzoulas for the 
rate of sur;>lus value onoe again, emph&si~e that. su.rplus Value o~me.s 
onl7 form variable ·ca:>1tal, e.nd the clear-,-unbridgea.ble--dtatinot1on 
fro.1:. bo,J.rgeoio. economics which ozould .bnve it arise f:rOili tot·al. 
and ubich would thus hide ttla faot thet tho e;;.ch:allge ot V3.1'1n:cle_ 
cap1tr~l for living labOr po-~e-r ch-,o.ns "the exclusion of the laborer_ 
f'r<>"' tbe product.• (p.5S4) 

(t"!!. o:roao i--e:te:rel.i.ca o:) ~-?SO: •"s soon as his 1abOr 
actua1ly begins, it baE: alren.d.;-_ oeaGed to, 'b9long to hi:a!. ") 

••"••e 

V-Pnrt VII--Tl!~: MlOU:<:.li,A'l'IOll Of (.L;PJT A£, 

Part VII is the climax- to VolulrB ! . (In tl,., f tnal e<li ~ion of 
Cap!.tul i!au. subordiuatod Part VIII, 'i'llfl so-oaUed Prl,m1t1ve 
~~OUii1Uli,~:1vn. vf yc:.r.1tij.lJ; th= h!.!tt-O!"!~ni genea1!il :of oe._~ita~ n~d 
i~s hiatoriual \enaancy, us h1otor1cal ohaptern 111uo~ra~1ve of 
Part VII so that Part VII endad the flr~t ~olu=e.) 

!t is :J.lBJ 1nter~nt1ug to nota, bofore going into n diacuaaion of 
Part V!I, that tee :flrmt draft wag to ~nd Vnlu:<e T, not dtb •Tile 
Accwe.~.:le.t.1~n of !:;;ap1'tu..l•,. but· 'fl'itb !t!!ze ~!::oct Qf!oulte oi tbe 
Proossa of Pr~luctiondk which wvuld bAvu dr~en tUa oono~uaiona 
for Voluma, •1thout nntio1p6t1ng Volu~eo Tl und III. rhe final 
dooislon howevel' wc.u to incorporate,. in ·c-,:-oad uutlino,_ s~o ot 
tho major !deas of the wool& of ~p1tnl in this l'"'rt VI! (Of. 
t.t'chlvea ot Uarx .?.nd Engels,. Vo1::1 l Vii) • 1:1 ~~!Js~An ~nd t1~?!nAn) 

'lrirut,. let uo re-view tho starting point of ou.o1 tt1llst pro-iuct1on.., 
~nd. th~ :re;;.eon f .:rr 1"11 pt1l"\i'6tuat ion: "Tli6 oel)ural.1\!'ll \Jf labur froa _­
!to prO<:iuot, of oui>JeoUv<! 1:.\:or-:>ow"r fru:11 the: obJ<lot1vs aot><11t1ona 
of 1aboT, was, t.hor"turu, the :raal f'ounu: .. t1::-:n 1~.: t":;.o~ a!!~ the !!tl!::"t­
ir.g point .:>! oap1 tnl1Ht !'ro-:luct1<m. 
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v~lue ov~r ~nd above the v~luc c! the ~dv~,c~d v~~ital.~ ...• 
"{3} !hs~ the laborer hus reproduced hio lsbor-~ower 

= t! .. nd C."ln soll it. .-:mce ~ere,. if ·~IS f1nds s. bu7e:.r !or 1t. • (p .. Gf:i.l) 

. !n. "''Crronet>ue OoncSJPtior. by -~.::Jl1-:;ioal Eoono;ny •:>f Reprednotion 0:1 
a. .?rogreaeivcly Increailing ~;ualo,. .Ma.,.x c.nticipo.toe: the problema 
he '!1111 deal. dth in·Vol=e II: {p.G47): · .. 

•the. aon\!0.1 pr•Jc:ess ut ·-:!-:prod.u.otlun_ ia -::as1ly understood 
long s.a we k:~ep in vi·sw- merely the UUiD ·t,()~c.l of 'the yatu•t · 
duot1or. •. nut evn•y single·· CO.<!lP•>ni!Ut ,,!: i;hie r.'""''"""' ~>rClUjgb:t 
into .the mark:et as a eomm.od1t; and tl1cr"1 the 
!'he movemeats. 9t _the l.ndi:v J.du.nl; cs.;;i tal~ and. . _ 

· ·aross r.:.nd· l.ntnrminglo and t'i!"n ·].oat ill tho gcr..e:ra.~· 
in the o1rcule.tlon of -:b<!- f)3Sl.th of sooiety;··this dazes ·the 
and p:i:opotlllds ver~p compll.~tad prvbla:aa f!'Jr £10-lution.. In the thi-rd 

-part oi D.:lok .II,. ! ah·~l~ {~ive··-the E..nalysle 6f 'the re:.:.J. bea.ringa.-·of .. 
the fa.o·ts." ,'\nd·,. a.3 a so:rt of ~arn1ng .:1.2 to t.hat 1'!'1.1.1 happt;!n _1f .. 
"'" let the 1"d1Yi:lw..l oayitals "daze our s1e::.t.• :Uo.r.z 1tdds ( p. 648) 
lfFor the re~:t it iz a m.att.!J-r :l't e:ourne tht..t pclit1ce.l eConomy. in 
~h& iuto-reste _oT the. c'!;.z;ite.list ·c-J...."\sa_.. l!as net failed tO. -:lxvloit­
tll9 ctoctr1ne ·or Atitu:~ Sm1t1l;· \"1= .. ., thn.t ~h9 w~Ole o·r t~at· ·pr.i-t o! 
tha· s;.lrplus pzoduct ':ihic~ 1a co:rvnrted :ntu Capit:::.l 1fr o0-nsum.ed by 
tha ~ork1n6 cln.s~. ~ 

~rs.x:x"' bow:t•·er •. d-oen not l-et u.G !oru~t th~t the ccr;ite.liat ie c-nl7 
pe:rson1!1ad capital" and it is not so muoh the "avilll', of the 
cs.pitc.l1At es the cont:rad1ctory nature of the capitalist mode of 
r.>rodllction -xhl.ch. dominntaH society: (;>.647-S) . . ·· 

'~.E~oe,pt as peraoni:fiad O!:.pita.l.,. ·tbe ·~ca\")ital1st ··ha.E no blstorloal 
";_v,a.lt4e.: and -no r1~.bt ~~ -th~~t :·dstoricR). ~~'l.£:1;qtit:J'.'!:.:_ ~ni~h; t~ .u..g_g 

an "oi:p:ra:aslon of th~ w1t·ty 1,\ch.uo?."aky., 'baon 1 t got no da1;o.' , J;mi" 
eo far·cnly io ths .aecasa1~y for hiB own trana1tory.e%1stc _ 
implied in ·the trtL.,ei1iO.'t"Y necasnlt;· f.or tbe os.:;::S..taliot m .. o:t 
production. Eut, ao far ae be ia persmtlfio:i ca,oital. · is ·not 
values in uee etnd. thO' -snj-:;,yQen'f.. of th-'3m, hut e~cbrillge a.lue &nd 
Us aut,.:entti.t1on that apur him 1llto action. Fenati<; ly bent.on 
rnak1nt; v:llue exp~d iteelf, ha :ruthlessly forces t,M!: human ra.c.c 
to produog ror product16n~ a sake; hz tlu.u1 f-ort~eB/{he d~veln~ent 

• a_,£_ tlla !lT'O:!uctiYe po~ars of eo.ciety • n.nci cr~ate)!o' thoce :t~.ntaris.~ 
· ccndi·tions • v:htoh 5.lnne oan fo't":il th~ re:::.l bet~ of a .zhigher Zorm 
·of aociety .. a.· socic.ty in !;b!ch th!! _ful1 and f ..... ~ developJ:~nt of 
every individual for.rr.s th~ rul1n;; p::-1nc1ple. Only as pgreoni!ied 
capita~ is tha capit~list x~opeotablo. As cuch~ ne_ eharee ~itb 
the !!iiser the passion for \~aaltb a.c ~taalth. i1ut thn.t -.a'hich in the 
::t:1=e:: 1& n. ;:oa4a 1ct1ney1li1I"v.sy iii,. in the r;~pita.llRt,. tho ~tr~:r:t 
of thB aocigl t'liechmtimo,. of r.'hioh h.::- i.e tut ouo or tbe wheelto. 
uoreover~ t.be daveloFr.~nt of cnpit.t~llst product!or.. mc.k~s tt 
aonstc.ntly ~ccco:·;n~1ry t-o ke"p incre:nc.ing t:12 !ifa.:.;u.nt ot: the c:J.pita.l 
laid out in :_, .t.lv~n S.n·:!uet.c!:;.l ~:-.-:!~r-t:.k'!r.~;. ...-.u~ uvaip\1 ti t.lun 'Wiiitea 
the tu:u.r.anant lu-..:a ~! c:s.plt.a.liot ;::"o•i•lctlon to be: :telt. by aach 
it1d 1v1du...'\l cnp1 t:li ut tH! 0;;. tcrncl. co ere i"YG ll:.~9. 7 t c:J:!:pale hili:l 
to keep conntantly uxt<::nd1r.g hln C:.!,p:its.l, 1r, o.Nin-r to precarve' 
lt.. but \'ll:tent it he -.:a:.UO!..Jt,~ exce;:t by m~ene n:f t:1rogreas1ve 
2.ccumulnt!on~ .. 
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pori!lu.la. ".".ccu:t:.ul!ltcr~ ac.'j·li:iiulat~! •.••• !-.ccumul3tion for ;:!~:::sf::~.~ ~~ka~ produb~ion fo7 ~~~iuction•s- ns~: ~Y thi~ :onaulu 
clasoioal eoonowy expresaod the hiatorloal ~~as1on or ths 
ani did not for a alnglo inatant deceive ~tself over tho birth-~ 
thrcea of -sealth~ But ~nat &.v~1le luun~ntation 1n the fnoe o! 
h1sto~1oel necessity?• (~.652) ~ 

'i'ha Ol)nclu{iing chapter ('?he ~en.e:r."ll Lal~ of Can:J tR11!:1t ~evelnomerit} 
o!'. tbia part is by f:t.~ th9 ;~.oot Pa.eic to ttu~ .. t!ie'oJ7_ of capita.llat ~-; 

. davalcp!:OOtit. In rcvie?ring it "Xe m-J.st- go- rather< clo~ly el.ao. \)e- -:·- · 
on use in "tho treo. tme-nt o:r_ the o::t;&nin oompcs1 tScn __ or ca. pi t_al.. ltE.r%.' 
·ho~.-~ntiivlp;t.au· the tr-e~;;t~ent: be ·e.cCOrct.s. ·1t in tbe ·aect3.Qn On .. ,., 
the n'icl!.nins' Rnte o!' p,~ in Vol.uil!o !I!, :md thua a rull undor­
ata.ud..t.ng o!-t:~1a cbiipter. Fil+- h~lp UP.; ~h.an ~·e get to th~t volu:ne. . -· . . 
The .first -··aoc.tioc ot thls chapter in called: •frhe !n.c-r.fw.or;Jd Demand 
for Lnbor-Po'l"e:r thet A.cocm-;~ul1-so ttocumulh ti·;,n"" the C~ZJpos_i_tion_ ·o-r_ 
Cay:;ttll·. n-e:::c.inizo.g .'t'h5 '0~.! .... iiu.-""' .. ~- •• I,B-t; ua' ;-:irst ·get'· ol~ar: ln ·ou:· Mitu!.­
what ia th.g organic compo~tion of cr~pi tr.:.l: 

«T~e coru~;Os-1.t-~~n o.f cap:ttr;;l- ia to b.e ~mderst•J;,d,. ~n -ll two~f.olo:i oense:• 
On th.:J aide of VLilu.n J .it ia date rr.Gincd _by thG p?oport1on in. which. 
1'!; ls -d.i;rid..,d into con&tr'!'nt capit;!.l or Yt'l:lU;'l of -the Uieina of .pr~ 
duot1on2 and ve.:ic.ble caJ.d tal,. or value of lr.bo=-_power.t the BUill 
total· of uags-s. On tha zide -:>'! ~e.ter1al_. ct 1t !uncti_ona in the 
pro-cess of' production,. a::t~ c~pitul is tl1v1dcd into Means vf _pro­
duction~ and. livlng ln.bo.r-po~P.r.. Th1s lZ!.tter oomt:osi tion 1a doto:r­
.. tned by the. rel"'t~.~on, bet""'"' the mass of tho maal!s <>f production ~ 

• e:nployed. on· 'the one hand,J·_ a.nci t!le :!lass cf lz.bc_r ·aece_~ilary f~:.r · 
their .arur•loyro.gnt on the other. I cull th-e .r~:rmer the v~~lue-B2!!..- . 
po$1t1on. the latter the technical coMn~s1t1on of c~pitcl. :stW&aD 
the two thern in n strlct co:r:r.,lation. 1'0 e:i):reaa tn1s, I oall th" 
va.lu.e-com;:oa_1tion of ca)ita1,. inflotar ri.so it ie \1.et~rmlnod by its 
t\!ch.~1ca.1 com;·on1tlon avn morror.s tlv~ ch.:.ng·Ja. oi' the la.t'ter,. ·thel 
orgnnio oo:n<>os1tion c!: c.c;:;itul.• (p.67l) ~. 

l1ot.a that the two-ftJld •lana~ to the ~dcrstanding af the oompoa1-t1ou 
of c:.a;iitrd. 1ncludec the apnc1:f!.cttlly caf•!.ta.'fi<.)t ~~ O!' .relation~--" 
ot cons tv.11t o:!.;::-1 t.al to v.::::i&ble ea.?i tal~ t:.t•d the- rou.t~rir...l, ( ROmati!:fla 
c~lled n::t,tural) S3DiPJ- 1n- wh.ieb is 1ncl-;Jjad tha !!HJ-!lns of pxooduotlon 
nud labor _r.:o~r, ln. ot.bcr ·worft.a_, ti~.;"JU!: P.lf"J:tnnts ~~ioh would be 
1nclua.en. in other tb:!n cc.;.-tteli>lt E:Ooiot.)r. You trill recall that 
th&.t 1;; f.he :~w.rm~r in ~r.!ch ho first rnf-3rre.J.. to ·the- epecifi.cally 
oa.pit~list terms, o·.:motant :>:.nl vurle:Ola onr-it;.!lt (p.233i "The S'!UI'i:l!t 
ale&ant;e of capital wb1oh..- from the point o! v-!~~ nf tlH!t labo:\ 
prcoaaa pre~~nt tha:!la:JlVfHl repe~ttvely a~~ t'he \;'bjrct1.ve cu:d aub­
ject1ve fZiot,n·a, an !'..8;).nil •Jf f'J_,oduction sruJ lnbor-po\!ar, prooent 
thensel"'eR, f'ro!.:: ~h!t paint or vto.-::- vf th~ prooo!-!s of Cl"~:".:.ting nur-
plu~ v::.lueJ :..c c:~r-:r.:tant ami v.:::.r1eble.ce.p1tnl."' · 

Uor1.., i:' th'! oompc-aition of o;;p1 trwl X"O!!l-!'!1no crm~tt::1t 1 "i .o, that a 
d\!t£1n!te: t:)J.;.3~ of meH.na of proth.lct!.:.m ~-~)net.nntly n~cdc th!! L:!.une a!llCB 
o! lnb-or po".irnr to sot it !nt~, mot-ion"., t1uo:n tt:n de:unnd for l!Lhor 
&!Dd. thti auhs1st-e:H:-c-fand .,r the lcd:;ore-rs olt:r!"l-/ i;-1crensc in the 
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-16-

same proportion as the capital, "nd tho mor" r!i.pidl.y, the ClOre 
rcpi~ly ~t~ ~~?1t~l increase~~· {p.~72) 

Furtbor: {p~673) "The Yepro1.uot1on vf s. mess of labr:;r pusaz, 
which !last 1noileaant.1y rB1noorporatc itself dtb capite]. for 
that cap1tal•s self-expansiou; which oandot get free fro= cap1ta1 
and Whose anslav~ment to capital is on17 ooncsel.ed ~Y the variety 
ot 1nd1Y1dunl capitalists to whom it sells l~sQl!, this repro- . 
duo~lon·of ex~~ labor-power ~o~s, 1n fact,· and essential of 
the reproduction of e<>.pltal itself. Aaouzulation of aapit:>;l·is~ 
theref'~re, 1norea;,., o! the proletariat~}• 

Since. howt:ive~, there arB nn.tura'l limit_£ to tl16 supply of le.bor-__ -
power,. i._e. to the 1ncr!!aae of· the proleti-..:iat., a..nd._ aince vri are 
'iH.i_p:yosing -·.n:: c~'lge in·- the _.o:rg:.t,.niQ .qo~;Msit1on. "f' __ oapitfl.l." _th_at _is. 
no technio<:.l revolut.ion• .~h~ch l'IOuld o!>.ll for laos lnbor· power 1n · 
rel.,.tion t.o· t!le ''"""'·of 10eann of production, •the Y'i!qll1rementi! .of 
accumulatin.g c~p1tn~ may exc-eed the incri)ase .af labor power ·-0.%" 
of' the number of lahore_:rs; the. d~1uand. fer le.borerg tua.Y ezoeed tha 
eupply, z.n<i .. therefore >agee JOllY :rise.• (p.672) 

Tbi·a bas given ris,e 'to tbe notion th~t 11orkers T>ho oan force an· 
in,-,u·..:tasc 1:u. wagas thus _c~ :!o -~~~}' '!"!th, t!Xplott~~.io?- a.l.togetber .. 
Marx categorically refutec tbia fantnetia not1on by calling 
attention ~o tile so~ol.fioo. diff<'rentin of oapl.tll.list ·produot1ol1: 
lp.676). 

ttpr.'Xl.uotion Of surolut:: vulu~-, 1o the :Lbsoluto l.a»· of this modtt of 
production. Lnbor:.poxer i:G- onl~· sll.lou.ble ao_ fo:.1.-r as it- preServea 
tbe means c.r productia:l in t.t.cir capacity o! capitnl,. repre!iucea 
1~e o~ value as·cnpital, and yields in unpaid labor. a source of 
additional capitaJ •• • nnnoo a az.tge riSe could never reach the -point .· 
where lt. ~oo.~d threu.ten the systeQ& 1tsalf:_- __ '!~~ther the pr!.CJ~ t~'£ _ <-· 
lnb...,r keeps on rising bem~usa 1ts :rise 'ic..''!'lS ncit<,1nterfero v1th tb& 
progress of a.ccumulatlon ••• or. :1n t-he ott.er bani. :_.!\CCumulation . 
sl.nckens in Oonsoquenoc of the rise i.u the prioa et·: l&bor, -beoa&ee 
tho stiraul.ua of gain 1e· blunted. · The rat" or aoclll!lula.Uon leeseus;, 
but .. an tho leosen1ng the pri=ry calUle vf that leesonbg vanil!lbes0· 
i.e. the disproportion between ca~itel and exploitable l&bor-powe:r. 
The mech,.niac of ths prooeoG of o., ;>ttnliat produation removes tile 
very obntnolea that it temporarily oreatee. The price ot labor 
.Ce.llu ag.:£1u ,-to ;,;. lc-:-::1 co:re:.:p~!!d!ng ,-i.th t_.~~ ne~de. of the self-._ 
expandon of onp1ta.l, ~<hethe~ the l"val be l:lw. tlla eame as. or 
above, the one which was normal before the T.ise of wagss took 
;.l.ace." ( p;>. 67S-9) -

Furth~r (p.6BO) "7he 1&~ of o~pitallst proluotion, that ic at ~he 
b~ttom of the J:>!'U'ts&.dl'Hi 11 natul:--nl la.~ of ;JOpuls.tion~, Tud-u.e:J& 
itcelf s~mp1y to this:. The oorrelat1on ~5~ween- tbe unpaid l~bor 
trs:t:~sformeJ. into ca.'!. pi tel e.n•l tho additional p&id la.bor neoesuary 
for tha aatting in motion of thig add!.t1onal. capital ••••••••••• 
Tt.u rise o! ?.·ages tha:r-a£.:,-ro 1& cor.f1nad within lim! ~u thn.t not 
only l~ave intc.ct t~o fouudot1ona of thtt a:;.p1tal1ut1o syat.em. 
but o.lsu ~Bcure it2! roproduction en :. p·rogrea$;1vc &oe..le. 'Ths 
ln.YJ o! Ollf'ihliot c.ocumulatl.on. OJetn.,arphosed by ocon<>Q1ats 1nt<> 
a pret.andGd ls.YJ of n~ture, in r~alHY "'":rnly .,tato,; tllst tna very 
nature' CJ! ao~.hitiul.,.tliJn a:a:oludoa t;Ttc'::'f d!~1nut-lon ~n t,ha ::S.ogrea _o! 
explo1"tat1on ot labor. and ev:sry rise in tha pr1.co ·of labor., ·wJ:iicb. 

9062 



ooul.d S:.!'z>ioualy la~9eril tht: _ocntinaal rc-praduot1on on -9.11 s?Sr en­
larging soo.le~ o! -thtt OilJ.>1tal.\stio i*ln..tion. It cannot be. other­
w1ee in " a;oda . ot pr~uction tn vhioh the lnoorer sdsts to sntisfy: 

.. tho need.a of 5elf-eX-p"lns1nn Gf ·-existing values. 1natead of' .on thQ_· 
contrary~ ma:terin.l. m-ea1.-th existing to sat 1sfy the :n_eedu <Jf d0Y~lop-- · 
ment on the part o!, thtt· l.a:b~-rcr·. ~~s. 1n _r6lig1-an, _m.tm is governed· 

-by the p:rod.ucts fJt b.ls 01-TD brain.., oo _!n ca.p1tel1n.tie· prod:u.ot1cn h~ 
:l.s gov.ornetl. by the produota of hia "'1'" hP.nd.• . · 

Irv•:6.llct1on 2 of this ohapter "" c<>nllil.d.er tb'> opposit" byp<>tbeeiu• 
!'ln'!--1!!. -;!;h11lb {;he o~z~nl.'!l -IJ~p-~2!.t!.·:m '.l!'_.·.c~'.l!.t-al o-.M:.ti.ge~ .. -,'!'he_ · 
section is oa,lled the •Fielative tlim1nntion of the vulablo pan 
of capital simultnnaously .with !he progree~ ot ~ccumulntion and 
_of· t_h4. coricentrati~~-- tllat. ~ .. ccomyaniea it~" 

.'l'he_ a_1gn1fion:nca o! the che.nge: 1n t.b9 organic .OO&\f'"~it::!.()~ ~£ 
cs.p1tal can be- ga.ugad. by 'the la~: it prOO,.tces: -the law ~f the . 

- ro -easive inoraaee· of' CODQ~&;l.t -Ciloit iii ~1ra 1ortton to •aria.bte 
c~p-tul. ~~=% con~!n~G; ~v~ 

•This diminution in the Vi>.ri ... bl~ part of capital as cam;>o.re<i "Hh 
tbs oonata.nt.. o_r tha alterftd value- oozpoa1t1~,. of the cap~t:a1a 
however., cnly ahows n.pproxisa.tely the oh!LDgo in the cosapos1tion 
of Us oMterial conotitu;,nts. :t:t:, a.g. the c<,;;1ts1-value employad 
.todny in ep1nning·ia 7/B c"natant .;:,d 1/8 variable, P.bilst at the 
beginning or the '18th century 1.t w"o 1/2 .:onatant and 1/2 va:dabla. 
on the other hund, tho ·10aec of··ra" m!l.terial,. instruments of labor> 
&c · th.nt a c~rte.in qU:lnt1t7 or a pinning lqbor conaw~es -produot1voly 
t-od.a-y. is mnny huadr.s-d titDCB bL"e:.&.-tvr t:lHitl. e.t i.he begi~ini;.of 'the 
18th oentuzy. The reason 18 o1mply that, with vhe increasing 
productivity of labor, not only .1~66 thG :nnos of tho means of pro­
duction consumed by 1t innrease, bu~ th~1r ?alue cnmpared to thia 
maaa d1m.1n1shes. Their v3.lne therefore rlseu u.bStolutely. but not 
iu _prop.O:rtion :to 'their mae:'!.·" · 

lJar.x now procaeds to o.nalyzo t.he otfeot of the concentra.tio:O imd 
centralization of ohpital upon th<> ""let1onsh1p of constant to 
'!'e.r!eble IJ::!J?,'ttll:o B~t.- f'~"l"'o-;.: !-tB ~aro~o~ tlt!'t ~T~I!I lawtt ~f_ th!a 
oantral1!~tlon of cn~1~~1s ar of the ~t~raot1on of c~p1tal by 
cepit.al, c"tmot be developed her,.• !le dolls not dsal vith th11! 
until he reaQhes Volume tl!. ,Here ha: oa~rs '* .'. brief hint at n 
few facta "'u.ut suf!ica.• (p.6s6), !ic...,ver, uhn.~ l!a:rx calla a 
•briaf hint• propun<io lli>totlnd1ng problem• tor the !.!o.rxist otudent. 
lio:re ia h~\i lu:; tl~va-l,.:.~o b.1a l,l'l at !'ilnt;: · · 

•Tru. battlil o: OO!rp<>tition 1B f<>ught !ly cheapening >lf """"•oditles. 
Ths c!loa.pnass of oom;;~oditieo dttpsnda:~ oooto:r~a o~r1bua"" on the 
produativ-auor;u of 1-tl.~r, u•ui th1o a.w.J.in en t e ~ce.le of production. 
Thera:f~Jrc the lara;er cupi"'n.la heat. the -'J:naller ••• A •• 

"'Compet1t11-1n anl".l orod lt '$ "thf! ~~o moet po?!~r!t.tl ~1-·era of' oentral!:e£- · 
Uon. ·:ieYnlop 1n proportion as ca~aa11st vr<><h.toUon v.nd o.oawoul"t!on 
do ••• centru.thation may talte ;>le.ao by a .11orc change in ~be d1st,il>u­
tion of 4llroa.d:r e.;<\ut!ng capltnlo, e. sia:pl~ ol•i!.n;,;e ln the qunnt1ta­
tiTe t.rrRng<Jment of ·tbe ao,.;:on,ntn o! occi"l o,;>1.t~l. Onp1tel. lllllJI 
in tb~t aaoe noo\amul&tt'l in ono hnntl m ln"l"ge mn.eG~& by "'1 thd.rawing 
1t !row a;uny inti1vidunl hand•• Cantru11~ut1ou in n.. oe:rtrs.l.n 11ria of 
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indUGtry "oul:l. haYII< r.:ached it.n extre&e ~imit, if a.ll the 
c~p1trilS invested tn .it T:~uld have been nmalgamn.te:d 1nto 0112 
cap1ta.l.• (pp.6s6.7&6) 

ua.rx :.s here prad.icti\;,g tll?;r develo-pment or the trUst: ~one eitJgla 
oapi~_a.J.:•. 

But ua.rx doae uot stop tht:re.2' !oT- the detra:l9polent·- of the· trust· ·ia 
only the limit of centJ'ali:.at1oc of ce.];:ital in a s-)"cU'io l.ine of 

. industry. ·ghat 1a tbe- --'l1rd.t a!. o:ent-:rc.li!!;a.tior.1 of oap1tal·in a·· 
given country~ · 

"This 11mit.• uarz.writee (p.Gss~ •. ·~ould not be re~chod in any 
particular eoci&ty unt.il tho "nti:rs soo1nl cr.pH<il '!t0u1d bo united;. 
either 1n- tile_ bands of -one cinglg Cif:ita.tist~ >Jr. in· th:..Hle of· one. 
o.ingle corporation. u ·· 

~3 ba:ve b~re the p!:edi.o:tion of ntate oc.p1ta.li.sm: ~1 tbe entire soo1a1 
~~>-..'i-.'f:,al ... ·"unitefl __ cithe:c ._in.-lihe nad.s of one sino;le capital1at o:r in 
those of ons sinsle oo,poratlon. • - · · 

!L.C.rx tben says tr..at ~1 '!'he economic result :relllsins the: an~ whethsl' 
this conswnmo.t1o.n. ic br..:rught about by accuzulation or .centr&l.iz·n.tioUo ·· 
shetber centralization iB accompliah~d by the violent means of 
annexatiOn~ by which ~omo oupital~ Ceco~a auch over~helming cante~a 
of gravitation for others &s·to croak their individual cohoeion 
M.d. ti.ttract in-g the scattered f:rae-r.:~ents. O;t" '4·hoth-:t!' the an;..zlg«.4UJ..'ticm 
of a numb8r ot cap1tal.s, wh1cb already ·a:ti.at ·or are ln'.tbs p:rocesa. 
o:· ~arm;o::tion .. r;ro-GGado. ·:;y -ths Eh':;l.;:)Otho:r ro;id. or !crm!ng- :t-oek-o~ · 
pan1eo~" · 

And t'lns.J.ly. p.6S9: •Tl:.a ;::.baolute deor3a&e of Lhe daoiiwd for labor 
necooscrily follo!f1ng the:refro"' .. 111 r.<ttu:rall:; be so mucb greater 
the more thane capitals going through the vro~eea of rejuvenation 
bnve b'eoO<l!.e a-ccumulated in masses tJy ~una o! the oovo1Vent- of COD­
tral1zat1on.• In O~har wor&e, the la~ o£ tbc greater increase of 
cooeta..-tt <:o.p1ta.1 au co .. pare<l. to variable is enhanood by tho ae­
ouruula.tion and oontza.lizn.tion of c~p1ta).. /..ntl vrith- wh5.t reoult'l· 
The .t-esu1t i£arx oalls tile gencrnl. aboolute law of ce."llta.l19t pJR­
duot1on: the res.arve army of une~olay'9d:. 

ln Section 3, "Progr~nsiv~ ?reduction of a Rolative ~rplua­
Popula.tion or lnduatr1al :Reservo J;:rmy" • HnrA ~r:J.-utut tha _deval.op:l'ant · 
of tll1s armr of un<>a~ployed, n~ e oonceQuencc of this greator ln­
oreas~ of aonstant C!;p1tal at th" ex;>ense of vnri~.l:llet {-69&-l) 

•With the advanoe or aoc~lation. ther~fo:re, the proportion of 
aonst:mt to Yu.ri:!.'vl~!! ~.e.p~tn.J, etbangss. If it IJft!.lJ originally aay 
1:1, it now beco~s auooaaoively ?.:1, 3:1. 4:1, 5tl, 7:1, &c, ~o 
thst ae oa;,ltel inor<>a~an, lnotea.d ~! 1/2 ot Ho tot"'l value, 

· onl~ 1/3, l/4, 1/?, l/6, 1/D. ~c 1a trun~!~roe~ into l~bor power, 
Blld "" th" other lumd, 2/3. 3/•1, 4/5, 5/6, 7/E lnto eeann of pro­
du.~t1cn.. Sines t.l\e deor.and for ls.Lor pcwer in dl'ltormloed not by 
1.be a:naunt of ""dtal "" a .. hole but by it£ varinbla eonatituent 
al!lne. tb~t dems.nd. fnll3 progrossivelr ·,o;i th t.ha- inor.on.aa of the 
total o;,pital', tnntc>i!d of, no prev1ouoly U$=d, rla1ng 1n pro­
portion to 1t ••• But ln !not, it 1a cn;ltal1etio aoo~ulation 

9064 



it.celf" tbti.t oonatil.ntly sn:O:Uu.uau and produoa6 1.n tha di:ro-et ra.t1c 
of its-~~ cn~~SY und extent,~ relative~y-~ad~~d~t-po~l-6~1~ 
of 'ln.bo~er-a~ i.a. a. p.opula.t1on of grsat.or e:xtont than auf.f1ces 
for tbo average needs of the sclf-expar.~lcn Of. capital~ and _there­
rors a &urplua pvpulation.n -

uarx omplvJ.e.izei· t.bat "every sr.ac1a.l. historic r&;ods of 
has its own special laws at population. hist~rlcallY 
1ts ~1~1ts alon~~ i!.nd !or oapit~l1trt pro-.:..uc-t1on t.hu.t 
lao,;; of -an army o! unewpl-oy.adi' that i.si it ~E' suxp;tus 
itallat 1•od« o! production: \PP• 707-9. : · 

production .. 
valid with'ln 
la" 1s tlle 
to the cap-

•Tbe greater the nooiul. V:cal.th. the. ·runctiol'ltog of 
the extent· and. onerg-1 of i.tn grortn, c::.r..ci _ 'thor:afur'o;- alsO··_tiu7··ao>Siil.'il'ba·:·: 
:naHs of. ·the prol~J'tar 1at anr.l the product 1 v_o.c.eez of _1. ts labor, tbS- .. _ 
g~iHl.ter the industrial r~aa:r1ra-army. .1'he s~pne cause~ whioh dev~l.op­
'tha expansive po~&_r o! capt t;~~,. devolop also t.he lc.bor ~..rer at 
ita disposal. The-' rels:t.ive. -ra.ess of tha in:.luut:ri.a..l :-esorva-arm.y 
in-oreasoe thorof'o::e .:vi th "the p_utcnti~l o.ue:rgy Ot wea2th ......... ~. 

"· .... within the O<l~ilteli.st _oystl"lm all ~eth.:1ds .fqr re.1sing 
the Soois.l pr00uct1vencaa o! labor are .bro\i.ght anoat- at·' -cb.e- cost 
·of ~he individual lahore~;- all mBanB tor tha doVelOpm9nt of pro­
duction truns!orm themaelvas into mc~a ot· domination over nnd 
exploitation or th" prod>locrs; they n:utiln.te the laborer into a. 
rragment of a men. jegr~e hi~ to the le~el of Kn appends~ at a 
mc.ch1ue,.. destroy -every ramna..""lt o.f cba.l"t!.l in hit~ "Jtork ·t:md turn· it 
1n1oo ·a h.?. ted toS.l.; ~l::.ay ant:eange fro"' hie tb9 intellactusl. ~ . · 
potent1s.l.1 t!ee o~ thu ln.l·or-procoas in +.he ss.r4e PF'oportion a.a: 
sci6ece is inOQrpora>ad in it as an·indepsndent power •• :But sll. 
ma~b:odll !or the production o! surplus: vR1.ue &·.r-e at ·the oa.ms_ ·time. , 
me:tbods o~ accumv.lation; and avery ex_ten.aion of a.coumulntion be­
come~ aga1n a means for th~ davelo~mant of tbose'm9thods. · lt · 
folloz& th.crafora ;hat in_ proportion as c~q;_ital. aeoumulat.es~ tha 
lot of tb.a l&bG·rur_, b3 h1s pa;-""'!rient. hieh or lcrr, .mu.St b'TO'Ili wo~o-e. 
!be law0 !inellY• tbe.t slwaya equilibrates the rala.tivo IJurplus 
population. or i~dUStriul res~rve army. ta the extent ~n~ ~nargy 
o! noowr.ulati<:m• tlt1a latf rivets tl1e laborel' to capital. mom!1:rml.y 
than tha nedgea,of VUlcan did ?ro~etbeun to_th~ rock; It e.a:tat­
l1:shes an &coumuiu..tiou o! m1.esry .. co:r:r~syondi"ilg wl.th aceu:aula.tion 
ot ce.pit6.l. AcoU~:-nul.B.t1on of weal~h at one pole- ts. therefore. at 
tha s~ome tl!l!e th<' nccUlllub:tion o! misery, o.gony of toil, slnver:v. 
1suo~anoa. burtali~y~ rount~l degradation~ at the op~ooi~e pole. 
1.o. on the side uf tt.a c-~1ss tha.t pro.iuC'es its a~n -~-reduct in 
tb2 !Qrro vf capl.tii.l.- ":l 

VI .. P.\.-,.T VIl:I--'i'ho :ii'>-1."!•1lleJ P!..•1•1t17~~ .\on~Ltl~ 

'l'hiu reuumi'! thw:. tc.:r n.ppl!a.ra l1ka a otu-.!:t o! ~oonomioR •pure and 
u1~ple"• .iaavite fl;;y st~tt:ii)U:lt tt...at.., lrh1lc \l~alins ~:ith o.bsGraot 
phenomena, Mt.1.l"X vri.a '.1e.=es.~ly r 1)0tod ln th;! concrete biutor!o prooaae. 
Revortbalcss. altho!.lt;h ln i;dnere..l ?te cto ·re~far t-o Ut!rx.1.r"n \Ut:onom1tJ~. 
&arx1et is not ~ syate~ or p~11t1oel ecunomy. ~~thcr- MarXian 
10 a or1t1gU8 o! thtl V~rV pri<>oip2 . .,s or [.'i\_lit!erd OCOU.J>.!!J!.• liote 
tha.t CAPITAL. Tba l'rooot?:a oi Gitp1to..liat Prc:duotic:.. !o subt1t1Gd 
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~- Criti.q~ of }'olitio;:tl r:cc:;nowy... In fao_til' th~ o:rig1na.l fcrm iD 
?iJlieh !larx hus.~: 1ptentied to. pl"e£5!'Jt !.be f..18.SS a.f .:at-erial. &nd. 
analysis p:-ese_utod. in O.M~tTAL ..ms called Critique· of P.litioa.\ 

rn th£i OO!Otinu.at iein Of 'the~ o:ork, b". O:l"Ote all of ·1£ 111 .. 
te ·form in "'bich '"' no" !!ave l.t, otlntering tha smphae1s 

on process ot or<>duction, but· retaining tha approach of a:: · 
critique not onl.y Of t!le mOde oL;>rodttcUon tut of· the lMI<lit of. 
tho~ht wh1cb. 1'lo11e:l i:rom t·n:s- proces;a: o! -~rCY.iuction. 

~e -r~r..o.soa Ma.rx speilt -so muub ti~~ 0-n ·aC-ooz.lom1C.9" f_; that· '{nlo 
cllllnot under.,t:w:l. civic nocioty ,..1tbout U!lderstanding 1tz !inatc"'y 
and 1t:a e.n~tomy is to:>_ be aougbt in its "conomica. !lo•wrar. 1t is. 
important t\) bear ·t:n mlnJ. th«t ilarz atu:iieli aoor'o"'icl': aft.er he bl'lli .· 
8.l.raad:r dev .. l.opcd to a. .lnrga .:rt•mt th,. "''"terul.i~rt conoe·ption of 
hill\;or:;r. Jb" Co~~ht ~=l.teato """ WB know, prececied Ctofita:)_. 
And CAPI1 -ie not ~crely ntihlightad·nith ~~~r-le~-frOm~atary. 
Rut ~ha devoloc+ng l;p.bor nroo":Se~ ia !:he tound!'.t1or. for the ·under­
stand-ing qf ROC11'Jty .U13 a tohole. ..t.t\!!:5"' !or exr.t.mplo,. tb~ i.ootnota 
OD p .. 91.4-; . . 

"ln the es.tl.mati.:m •• ; .my vtaw ·t:h~t e.e.-eb ap.,.c.:ie.l. mod~ of'. 
prodticti::n an;i the soo-ial rel.a.tlons corrasp:Jnding to i·t. 
in .ohort,. tt.:a't tho .aco.o.cmi.., mtructtn'a of $Ooiety, is th.e. 
real. basis :>n ,.hich .the jur1d1c.'.ll end political auperstructure 
i.e r.nieed# ;:;nd.. to w:-d.ch .ct.ofit~ite s.:>eial tort"'S a! _thougtt 
co~respond.;_ that t:he :..lo;ie of produution de"terrc·lnan ·tho 
Cb..l:lrn.cter Of th:l E.C:Cie;l_. pO:!:!.t!cal e!lti in't.t!tllaq:tu...rtl l.ifi'J 
generally-; all this ia ve-:y tru-e for vu.r · o~n tl..!;ms·. 1n lfl'hlch 
material int-srtJ::;to praponde"t"n.tn,. but not for- the middle. -o.gas 
in ithlab catholioiaw n;Jr to!: Athens lln:l ~Ro:::.e. _.where po~1tiC2,._ 
reigned supreme. lu the t"l.rnt ;::lac" it atr1kea one as an 
odd thing !o~ any one to ~l,_ppone thu~ tl;.eee well-w-orn phrS.Gos 
n.bout the middlo c-..gen and the c:.ncte:lt 1rorld e.re unkncrm :to 
o.nyonZ else.. '!'hta m.uoh., howev~rs iB clear. that the _middle 
ages O-:)Uld not 11~0 on Cathol1ciac·h nor the s.nc1t!nt _;.orld. . 
on politica. on the oontrary, it io the mode in r.hicb they­
gained a ~'!ve11hoo::i tha.-:. OA.plain3 why_ here ,90li~1oe.. Glld 
ther!' IJ~tho~ioie~ p:!eyetl t.}\A chi&f' parl.. P.Jr tha_ rant., i.t __ 
require:; ~.ut a al t.c;h~ s.ci1ua.1nt:;.uoe "t"i th the ~ tst~ry or tbc 
Ro:r.:!.-!l ropubl1o, f:'r e!t~;;llJ~ to be !'--t:ar0 ~ho:f: 1ts seeret 
bi~tory in the biotory of ita lan~ed pro~rty. On the other 
band ... Oolll qtrl.:Loto l::•ng- s.&o rm.i:l tho penalty- for wrongly 
ime.gining thut knight arr:i.ntry ;vr•a comp.t~til:.ole w-it'h all 
eooncmi9al !o=m" of ~o~lety.~ 

'!"b\.\a U:trxias is tha :l.ppl1es.t1on or tha Dlato:cla.lis1; conception 
o1 hiut~ry 1n tho disoovory 0~ the duvalo~~~ntlll la~a or ~&demn 
oo.p! ta.lia~ acono~y. 

~~ll tha mora rila&ac,. CVL;a ;;f you. h.:i..VO i1t:..id.- v•!JY th1a !'nrt on the 
.So-C..lled Prim1t.ivo f.cr.:'-"'!ulntlon of Capital, 'l<hich h enay to 
!';l'l'Bp, nhoul:l hllVO p•ar.nd.ed the vary 1i!."1'1cult o.n:i ba~d-to-undBr-
0~f1Dd first Ohn.ptor o-r! 1::"0ot.!1H>-jl'ti-\'ts .. P-ut t.he Vt!lld1ty cf iJarz•s 
~nthod of p:r~e:.ente.tion ie oltt~.r~Sr to y:N. non th!Hl •-h~o wro !1.rot 
Htll.:rt411 the study of ~~oluW! 1 n.t which t1o;6 )'Uu Tt~io1~d thcce 
objacUons. 
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