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ELAClt ·soy· appears to be e: very itu:peraon.al- t1 tls· 

tor am autobiography, yet it is the biography o~ a 

h1gh~y indi vidl>allst1c writer. :Its impersona~·-ap:;.. 

pearance is in rea~ity the 

The quotation which ~o~~cws the tit~e prepares·way 

~or a tragedy o~ the Negro peop~e caught, in the whi 

malevo~ence of' 'the South ~or their -~1~e-t1me. 

r -.A:.c - !· L__ >,-, .../ 

BARIWESS AT NOON is the tlD:Il theme a~so o~ 
p~ay,set in Russia •. '!'he sim1~ar1ty ia more 
·univereaHtv o~ the prob~em of' our day, the prob~em o~· 
ua~ ve •. totalitarianism,. is the pivot0~ point in the one 
the _other, and in part 2 o~ B~ck Boy' we Will see thet 
~~connection exists between a Negro in the white s0~~~~.~J _the_ tota1 bold that tne Rt1sa1an c.:P. has over Aceri.:::l..~·:-

n. 

l 
Wright's writings as a who~e, ae we~~ as in-this· 

re-present ~ogica~ stages i" the deve~opment of' the 

prob~em--the . search of' ~reedom ~or, the Negro people! . , - - ,~-- -. 

l)BLACK BOY begins With what Wright terms •,the f'our-year 
o~d !lays of' my ~if'e", that ie at the age of' 4 when 
boy in Natchez, Misa., he accidenta~~y eel;s f'ire. ,;:~,,;.~· i 

shack-home, gets near~y b_eated to death by his n 
is conetan10ly hunted bi hunger on the one band, and 

he cs~~e ·~1te• death. that is ~yncning on the other. 

(2)Here we have: 
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This then 1e 'Che whol.e probl.em~ He heo been 

by the. Negro a a :!'or _criticizing Negroes so· r11thl.essl.y. 

his crit1o1em is not onl.y ot' Negroes. It is 

not only ae they mistreat the Negroes in tne 

thelr own e~pty.l.ives as we see him tal.k o:r· 

a revolution must occur iil thA1r own.l.1vee·wh1ch woul.tl 

includ.e the euft'ering. o:r the Negroes; and seconi!.l;: l.n t~e 

superricia~ity oi their owu ~1vss.· !n_ract 

wh1 tao, Americans or Ru8s1ans. It has been caught by the 

French intellectuals and. cal.l.ed EXISTENTIALISM and i" 

expressive o:r the peyohological. Cl.idntegration o:r tne. wor.l.t<·, 

today. We will. return. to that later. 

Now--let _us .trace some o-r these stages or development 
_Wright ~eJecte--t'irst, eimpl.e t'l1Ch'C, whether 1t ie him 
under the shack, him escaping the South or t~e experience 
of others "Bia BOY lEAVES HOME" • . . 

2) In contrast to that, and the highl.y in<l1Vidualized 
lonelinesa, Wright ree1a an overwnel~ng nee~ ~or aesoo1a~ 

tion and integration. He wants a new world that 
tully real.1zes.man 1 e personal.ity but the·whol.e 
which ooul.d make tbem. entirely new men. (His-
in :raot is when the 1ll.ue1on that he hsa 1 
American CP shatters.* And this total. ~eeponse totB! 
need begins early in ~1t'e, and we t'1nd that the t'1ret 
he experiences it is when told.etory 1n Jackson, 
boarder or "Bluebeard and hie Seven \'l1vee". 

3)But here too he :rinds defeat: a)Uncl.e Hoskin's death 
b)rel.at1on to Hew 

o)War and RACIAL CONFLICT 



In contrast to this 'there is the aseoc1at1on 
boys: l) No premed1tat1on . . 

. yet. · ... . .. . .. 
(2)host1Uty to'white 1s· 

gauge or rr1endship, and not s~hool1n~. 

-:--

Furthermore, ~e nnas both.ln religio;.ts atmosph,ere -·7.·th llcv: 

Whi~~ •. FIRST WRIT~Nt~"~9 
and FIRST· FU!L STORY~TRE VOODOO OF ,EELL 15 HALF ACRE" 

The entL ie he_ :teele: 

"A 

**** 
- ·- __ -;_. w ·-. . ......_ 

NON*MAN"--l)r;etticng &nd loein~;· Jobs--"I never 
2). is rool1sh to think he. can learn 
3):!'ight with Negro boy :!'or $5 
4)theatre Job and stealing to. get noS111h 

'&) Irish Oatholic and lending books !'rom · 
libraries 

6)Bhut out rrom Ne&ro lire too 

.i A CONTINUOUSLY CO.NTAINE?;:DREAM OF TERROR, TENSION 
I ,_ 

Yet he ·saye ~Thio_ Was the· culture f'i-cm- whi~h- 1.·
11 ep~ang; this the terror·rrom which I t'le&,, . 

yet ~~~uld not leave the South~,~~~ .. 
~·· .. 

PA!'!T ***B"** 
. CHICAGO:..-l)poso orr1ce Job . . . 

2)r1rst 11yn1cism · ...-:;;-:;::;:', 
3)words--Bte1n 1 " 3 Uvee\..'f:;;>v / 

. . 4)Garvey1tes and their paae'lotfate 
rejection or America" 

NEW STAGEp l92~LCRASH .. _.-- ·~ 
1 )Rel1er etat1on(>":f'-, ) 

2)JORN REED CLUBB~ 

BREAK WITH CP : a) Moscow triale--Re'Lurn to .. :lar!meoe .at l'lc•o•L:) 
' pp,ll4-l5 .. --·' 

b)~lay Day demonstration and-.. en4--

Now I '!dsh to return to EXISTENTIALISM, and WRIGHT; 
l)Wheroaa alike 1n •circle of utter ~o,ne:~l.nE•ss 

they cannot be the same: 
9041 



EXIS':EH'.::'IJ,L!-5!,!--~r j re; ~\en of btJ~:r-zcois \•·orlC, 
rr. j_t?:·Ctl 01~ o'!' Cc;nm'.J.ni s~ 1· .. ·orlcL 
Xr-l'-$Rr..:1:t:Mr:X~i: 

IN 

.Qen:tr,.. -.f'c!• CIF'~p t.:-~el.~_.,'1f;-,-~onl:;,. __ ;;;g._J;P mncie 
im-oo_tAnt;_ ":.Jy .FATii:.LYZJ:i'~:J- I?;DIFFERE!~Cl':'-"~ 

.~ ._ -- - - . .;... ... ~....::~::_~:-~~-~~·-"'-' -' 

BL'\I-.iE:~iU. ':'EE IHDIV~ 
I-!OR CidiJ ?.E-··ppsE 

. . . -. ~~ 

c6nct1:r!'Gn·Cc- o:' thC c.OmplC_tn. 
rbserrce_ of JU.eV_if'icE._ti_on -·a·na.· .. 
J-·Ps1'H.~nsibil:i ~:.r t()W~:L•ds otl:E'_:rs:':. 

loe:r< hims · 
TEE FF\b3Lii:.S OF E0CIE:TY· 

I~!D!VIDU.i\i. 50LU'l'IO:·l ~ . 

AIIfZ·.tid• !.f' 5f'!i"'fJF"~ t1~J·-n tl';~ t ot' .i:-:1st~nclE_:;.i€ts. Hi": Oo_e 
c~;nJ?~oj n !!o!rev_er. t}-.:~ 'v 1·.(' _ ~-_s one i b":JlL; ted inviciunle.tf!d 

. but- -b'f'c·~~:..t-Gcf;- l:P: :& ·ath~~:r !-J~gl'-Oc-_e·_ are.-
f'urrounfe>O by 1·.-hi tP ho!5t~.li.ty·. 

~ ..... \Hr. f'nilr: :-c 1':' .. 1"!11 th,"' :<n~Frr :fn:• :-:n~l'o fre-f>d.c:rr: 

~,._1'-:-_...( P:--oOlrm of' ,:f!;'J.oc:r[lt::tc ::~:l.gl;,'ts ci~;il ll'bcrtie:s, bUt ln 
!" l""a:i t;y ~hm.·: r.:Xclt<.ri~~n _o::: I!e;;;ro · pecr•lf' f'rnm._ t·.u;t:_ P:a_::>t-':'?~:fl'~,cJ 

.,:>· ~:J,:· j_n i~n~..,..., ern e:oci~t;J: .l~tts OT.'_l'!D't~?-

-· :-c,..,.,,_,,....-~cble-mc -:fcl" the .~ :-.d i '\·:.:.~.;-;1-. p1":7"S~~r.l~--."\:Y- ··!;l:i"ch' 
'\'r.! tfl" those fle.Rcri b£H1 D:r thoce t·:ho f'or. cv.Pr a 

- . ,_ -

!-;nve._bF>f!H c. b:tromPtr>r· of' EuY'ope1-n-1 cul·~ur>P.--t~w- Fr.1n1:el,Jl"ec1:1l:<il 

Ii! THEIR \'lORK IS -TEB PF.CCF OF 1-;o:; Ut:IVF:!lSf.L 
DISiiJ':'EGRf'1-T.~gJ{. OF, Ot.!R ';:ORLD ?O~At 

~-- .... -~-- . 

·til'.C?:t Hex~·~ 

;·!r:teht 1 r uri 't~.r.g~ ] .. epr·ee,..,~:: lot;icr.l ct~~rs 
~-n tht~ devr:o:!.opmP:-1 t of' ~l p~o'blr;m--thf' sr>nl'Ch 

ror r~~P~0:fi for 11~CT'O p~onlo. 
. :.: )- • J.•Eig BOy 

1/Pnrt~.culn:r st.'-"f~f'r. ~1~1_'-.cl: 1:r- :~Pj~~--6i;;-~pl~ fl.1~ht/ . 

tJ) com;Jletn r>ubsel~vir·~'Ce-· 
c) \:1 'thd!,tl\·,ul &hr.rC: ·;.:'ork 

~)Chot:roE C? Or' cb.mplft.r-_ ov~::>=!nul~ ns: or p-·r~t~Gt !:Ociety,-­
~•t cnnfli·t""t. th·:->r>t· ~! .. pP:.'!'G 

1)J~id ~~t :le;odc ~timulun of eoci~l conc~p~icn bdcquate to 
11_1 r" _;;ar ric;n f(:Ol· !·i. fT'f'f't..~or:1 ~::f'ct• un1 vc"!"'E.:-' :t t;: ! n ;;~odeP::-~ indi v1df~ 


