Trota}y fné the Nebr wueutlon

v _ Tt is. renorted that- Com,- he1d
T . . the vleu thant the H. in tha ‘uUs is & nnticn,
zﬁnulnu hlmbbll in part on bis belief'that the N. here hes & -@ ..
‘fueaur_te Autisuaoe. during Lhc Hotionel Tru1ninL,\chool in” tne
ﬁg’lecture devoted to The h. & the unlono" I. weae raierence to.
thi siposition otton. T "1 scid thet’ hi@'i'norhnue of the N
_ignnsz -in the u.b. nas. nrobpbly orniound & conmlete."(zy enphabl }

“dcuht th&t the preuumptous a1r that Cum. [ hag 1nau¢ged 1n here

"lorsfrom sc bbygm i'ﬁOanCE 01 COm I's po 1t10n GHWWﬁ%-N"a’ﬁm~

an the p rt 01 Com. C. as’ he al L;cs ls proiunclty oi Com. T's.ignorance

uf the L. ques.' Rath?f tne presuuptucu ness 110ws frOm the fact thq

V.

uam. C. _s ar&ulnb ‘Eéa*nbt his own kxnn of 0p9nnents. He,*s not_

_arb“-ng auaznst Com.ax:s posit;on; Dut nbainst,a pﬂ it1on he himse;f
Jhas giﬁ#ofatexyﬁx: wrdagnt out of ti in vlr, 1Pbclled vronb and "exposed"
Ccm;fcx?puts up-itis suruw'men anc nos - “them-dowm

But Delure analyalné'C’s'vehement opposition to his 0un'~truw men, it;f;”

15 nccessary o Pnon whnt 1n re“41ty is the “Lrty p051tion not the

one C._qécripgs to it, but it is as formulxteu in documents, and.how_

‘2 ot that ocsjt'on,'

. £ tellniats.were dlzailﬁ.udvochtln*f”

Tﬂsalf ueterminntion Tor the blv k bclt" the_Party ab per u;ﬁal
“;had no positlon. Lom. dh. maue:a stuu" of.tgé'ﬁ. ques»;un in which
lfhe provad—-nt 1euat to the ShtlSithﬁon or tiie nrésent writer who_

'then hela his POEitidﬂ——thut the Blobhn of ucon0¢1c; nolitical and

. N SRR
'ancial equulity for the usgroes th suilicient ummﬂawge *ngfhas‘ah

problem Lﬂsamnltﬁb- ;rotskj discgreed, -ie ‘Bbnted th t Just
.i:beﬁ“uhe uhe atulinlbLb wers for zhuz ualipueterwinution, we need
A-:not neces snrigx beg nuuin th t qluaan thet in‘no crnse should we-
”definitaly,commit-ourselvcs ngainéi Lthu slogan ror nll tiae sincé

.1t wie & quebtiou tne “enrﬁbu LhcucclVeq rust cucice and if they .
':shou¢d n;k ‘o iL, iirht vie Wuul uvVe to 11 ht ior it or, if )

:we aera in yowur,.xoulu h:vu to_urunt it. ue unphaulzed thnt he,

Trotnky, hnd not Jtuci ;4. thie L wro qu; tion nnd hud no definite




t:mahw hationalities"hsked for s elimdetarminhtion after October.
‘Naturully; it was Dranted them. But the crucial o 1nt was that
nut only nad the Tsarist mpire not known szpame of these national—

itles but ever the ‘Bolshevik leuders did. not know they exlsted

'as senarmtc cultural entitles. It was onl y w:tu Lctober that
oﬂpressed ) - : ’
thase/ roups bebun to 1eel thney were men who w1shad to aec;de their

'”bwﬁffate.' Therefcre, concluded, Ty ;t waula be - wrnnb, on the basis tha

ths hegra dld nct now &sx for qeli*aeterminaxiov, to shut the door oni
that questlon for thn futures . : . i r"-)'i’
R : L : . after

com. Swabe0¢ vlslteu Lom. Te aurin that per 1od andxkzﬂ & very
hsxk brlef conversatlonwith him_ TS cn:m\rfmf:e'4 of ‘the correcuness of Com._
.Trotsky 5 pos*tion.' Durlnb thnt conversatlon, Com. Trotsky inquire%,
parenbhaticall%.ggggﬁqgggggr wabn't 1t true thgt some 01 the Hegroes
useu a diiferent lﬁnbuugeO Thatconversat on . was reproduced for the
}1nformation ot the membership. In its thOrlty, 1 should, say; the HY
'.membership wes much upaosed to t.e fact that a few brief guestions
'end one s1ngle in'tunce ef a deflnlte 0p1n1un based ;n tne Russian
“experieuce were sufiicien. to "conv1nce" Com. Svie that unachtman Was

wrong & Tr' pOSition, wh1ch he han never elaborateo as such, right. _

But that was an opposltlon ‘bo Cannonite methods of arriving 8t
-political poaitionct;;;ﬂzghefgh;f Osltion as such. As & matter,ofl
fact wa knew 80 11ttle of Nearc histur; thut for the mad.'ofus_tb@é
wus the the 1st ve had heard thet there was_ such a Ne:.g'ro- tribe in. Am.
Lom. bh. ‘did not pursua his yosition. If my’ @embr& 1§:££éht, ﬁé;in.:

hud never yublishLd or even mzmuouruphed the- results of hi;study and;

unly the I.Y. qmgﬁbership aho hedru his orul ruport at uhi’Y educutional

-'knew of 1t othar thnn ‘by third-ear heurbuy. The minute’ 1t wns known that‘“

Com.. T. did not share Com. Sh's views, ZRz, uribht Lmbaned upon g
‘whut he thuught wias T's position; : fﬂﬂbﬁbﬁ'
study to prove » Rhxxwxgrxk; that "study " wos never completed, - Baer "
who favored self-determination h s
somu comrades on the West Cowst/hud uade a study but I hnd never seen it..




°h's posltion.- I felt that Com. T.
t.he Negro ql..eu. - hen '[ wes

T

1 Amer:.ca. to. be sent t.c LT.- The document z;a;-; not ha"e been Fq;_enguhy

were opposed o it- that in fant.?x wEeS - only the Negro "bouraeoisie' who

fa ored such segrcoatio ‘?nly in ordsr to huve the prlvilebe of - exploitin

’Trotsky's files, 'y fuund when I got down
filled with “Just such’ uucuments,- proving ';
S b Afz..mt{:-w",,
. hat-ihe hebro had no sepearate culture from that of the USifma separate
. “nd no dcaire 'tq'be ;m—cruwed once a6a1n now under the euphemeua
titie-ofVseli-aepermlnation; So Com. T. "did know" the N. ques.--that is .
. S traditional.
_3did know what ‘those who helu to tne/sloban of social eco. & pol. equality
.as sufficient to caver f.he ‘QUEB. w:.bhec.. him - to }mow. But he éelhthat
1he kad not- studied the quea. &nd -hence could not haVe a derinitive position
_oﬁ th 'queaéégye fe;t1€;;;Tit was up to the Am. section to elaborate auen3
a'deinitive position aftar & profounu study ef the Am. Civil_War, withuut
#-thorouah knowledce of nhich he 1elt anj study 01 the Negro ques. would"
1ncomplete.(tMe stated -furtheﬁmnna. that the Nebro inte;lectuals were
no£ the best judbea 01 what the Nearo maSaes wanted._ The inte¢laetuals'
were"amanc.pated" and wishud fuli BOLlLl equa.ity with the white. Bu‘f-
ihe Nearo maases continucu to flock to th ‘ hyrchea where they could be.
frae “of "s\hita ayes" { 5\ ﬂ-n-a&&-y Mz : thut he a“dn't renlly naed to &
bo "conrinced' LoaEmms ali ?cvtu“yibtb had rushed to inform him—-thnt '
Garvey wnu a faker. uh&t he hisnud"thu Amarican comrndas" would‘ im 15
gﬁx such B fnkdr 5ot such e mass followin¢. fhat in the Taker's progfam
1nsp1red tha Hegro messes to Join him, but did not. inspire thum to Join Lb
Com. T arrived rftar I lelt. Hia lang hy conversationa

: T.'“é?e'“iyégsrythdf;35t.the *ust.convemkion prsced;ng.qur;qxnﬁ}ﬁ?°9




_based on these d;scuasiun.5 Ccm. L. was on that commiasion and 0ppoaed

,race-consciuusncss thht he an has put upL I do not know‘why he,did

That resolutlon plua the lengthy disuussions should
. more definxtiva

PRI R - pres.mpluousness . ; : 3
They will,prqve:qdnclusi?gly.thgxignnxgnz;aof Cey notlof,cpp. T,1




ihen me.C sa,yz. that beiore ‘we c;-n hr..'b'e 8 i‘unqgment.al

.on the Ne ezro quea. we mubt kno;.- vur h1ator1cal background, he

}nsistec upon._ - To thrt e.ctent. h:l.s methociolog is correct..' The troubae

-f, ~_.; IR
_ié: thu.‘t it ig%{.pt *wATH supe rinposed upcm—z{ basis oi ill-d*._;_,estec} f ctsr

,._.-—-""— il i

llf- says, for nst;mce, 't.nat in the ps.rticul:.r aconomy cf” the Boum

ai slave 1abor.:’ﬁt j.:: not. the moue 01 labor thut. cs.lls 1arth the mode

'.: of production, b 1; the mede of ‘;ro\yga corresgondlno mode of lhbor.

blmre lnuor WG5S nat ...ult.ea 1.0 tne euonomy 01 the 1\0., induatrialized

even 1‘011.“;11653 glcys." rrom t.he very. Tirst dc_ys the Horth had lumber mills

1or ex., s.na VLS pu"'oujina‘ inuustrl-;.liz ea = ng,with' if not’ ne extent.
: Ceden "free“ lubor. ‘-lf_—mrt—-—__a-‘&-:@:;

c:."é tha rups sl,ec:.

xnun&zxxnhiuh.xhzdmcmtal .._;oaﬁ.szxuzal xkxxmﬁ.ﬂnxznxxuxxzhnxxnmxmix
Tl e, I R
xnxxuxtsxxnlﬁxkxhxxhars:mxxkhxxkn no‘t. ©s0 much because sl.;.ves wére ches.p

not s‘.og

bl_xt_'- _only 'uec:suse C. ,':- hey ins. cst:.bllsned- w wron;; theoreticnl - bnsis.

prqc’aeds’ to drew un:l:x i 3 1.nd renctlonrr“ conc..i.usiclbwhen he

__-.-——-—-—-—d—

. ‘spys that t(}}g/"disvhilitien“ (X

..ha Nu{,ro ({Jeurb Le & proletuarian and o8 o llee,ro) the Ite roes sunerud e
: were nut removed hy emw\uipatlon becg.uaa" "‘I‘he e..:a.nciputed slaves Wers -
. ‘not’ prepf_rud to tu}:e £ plt.ce in indu.at.ry. Thut is as rcactiona;-y._'

. & phrase us I hr:va reudy in wny bourzcols t’ext.b'dok where that f‘acf. 1!3” ,
'r.tt.es..ad ta' 'to proven tiat 5 fhe. mubtcr-cluvu relttionship wiB a.fter all

the baut re.lz tionahip —-for the alhv-l Naw, of cuurse, did not maan'

"..tlit.,_t..'_:' 'I‘hnt. isn't tne point.. he point is t.hnt ona nn,.rs nl_l ‘kinds or




things one:dues not"mean“ "once the theoretlc bhse is wrong.

ywtcc"_se“fs_iu JLrope nrepared to t e a placaf

It was inaustrv thht prepcreu them 1or that Dlace._ Had industry_

South 1t would haye “pre areda the esro to taka a plnce in it. Post-

&t.itﬁ’lf was nat ,conomically free t“at is not 1ndustrialized.
dld not lndustrlnliae :

'347 e ”*:'. In the sane non-h&rxlan wenner that Coolidge speaks

a&f_tHeTﬁegrdes=ﬂhot.bain5 prapared", he spenks.of(szEE;;;:;;;;::)_uaing"
q—_.--—-—‘_"-——u-—__J

the word IUOSely, without regard 1o the moae af Erod. which is the

dscislve issue,. A:ter C. correctly stresses the fact that young capptnly
exploited the Hebroas douuly gnd kept the& in interior position as: agric

ultural 1uborers "away from the en.lic,hteninD | eriences of factory work

_a concludea, mithout warnino, o-to—spaak. "Thua WS tkc Hegro reenslnveg

_by tha bourgeoisie »ith bonds which’ remuinad unroken to ‘the present day.

(My emnh531n-FF) ”hat DTOLS ‘those honds toduy° H&s ‘the hesro been

'emanciputad"aaainQ was a ivil uhr nucuSaury to asscrt that freadnm?:

A civil wnr W&b not necessary ior Lne bimple reuson thnt the Negro haail

'-not and could not hnve becn "reenslnved" bscnuse the mone of productian

haﬂ developad alonb capitnlist llncs on a nution-uida scula."_Whnt is_thaia
fpoint or ualng_tha word Freenslnve" 650 1oosely? When he "wunta ton. C-
' nimnelf ths the c¢ac claurly when hu s.yb “In all capitnlist sociaty I-
supposc there hhs been no warker o '1reu‘ u8 the Hegro.” Put twa hurrnha
besiua nhis “Lr"-at uﬁpannt;»n ol the word "1rec" worker. And becnuse

hg 15 BO free, thut is becuuse he is ucoggmicallx, nstxlngn&&x & wage

-slove, ‘hig-bonds could pu 50 ensily bro;nn on thu eva ‘when war aconnmw

'”dumqﬁdéiﬁ_idpge supply Irée lobuor, with or without. “oilabilitxas“




ihnxhxxknxizzhxxix hnowledge uf the 3 centuries of"slawe
: ; tiis suflicient to Tully g ks
of the Nebro ﬂeax not/explhin the present"disabi‘itie "_(;eaq:,

oppression of - the Ne*ro) of the hegroes.- Sqmethin; morefis necéEsary'

In tead-of anslyzing - - L : I
inat somethlnﬁ mcre, however, bom. L. hw ;uurnuu 4ht0 uﬁL b*b bubej &7

race GOHSGADLEHEQS. ,Let.us watch how - he has bu;lt his straw man,

superiar clasa consciousness.-

,Hhc; uonaciousneSb hna ClnSS Lonsciou
"

'cnm- C- asserte thati*the Nebro mabses dev. the theorgm’_pzag~ R
_—«——-—"’"M -

*o§'rasa:counbciousneas‘" The N.'muases nay” “practlce"' that ;s, feel

raca consc‘uus but hey rely aeveloped no theony about it
who did develop a uhaory, such &6 thx Garbey mﬂxsman: cume to take advan
' N
_tage oi that feellno, in order to 1ehd it into reautlonﬁry channds. @qui
: \ﬁ»iejii%ﬂ*)“ ~r{4 gajggi:L’kaavaﬂﬂ“‘*’
< is-%-t

"ace caﬁuc;nﬁsne=b anéavé IIXATORRR nudxzxzixxnzinz:zn_n.

a;e&ﬁczafu¢u Ne'“o proletori
wsnt scc;al equality,_uhut he was wil

} cinl 1ife tg Fmy own
ffn]'ihAA - 5

';"When the workéw/suyu he wants to ueiena his country, it 13-
the inatlnct of &n oupress ed men thut Spcchs ‘in himer
R T . _ﬁ“-_._m_ -
Race conrciousnesa, c..aséures'ﬁs, ‘?

democrncy,r"implies clasa

Lhe theury 01 belf-aeterwinvtion dlrectlv 13 ows from tnat raca

cnnscioubneab fivas it the sppenranGe 01 m;xxtx conilict Detwaen races-ﬁﬁ

'& lesds to cult ni Ne hat&l.. itne logicrl dev, 01 :hich is a.vocacy of
H.utvte {1;) 'nguinst whom 15 C. urguing? .uhu'is ggxgcuting aither-“
selfédeterminution‘ar £h¢ féfmution of & Regra stL£e?- xhit# ng“éhe;{i{:
'no one thut I ever huurd.: C. hzs built hp atr;w men nnd- mowun thum déwn
lidge ussures us thp he is for class consciousnesn va.
. rece cunéé}eq;ncaa. Guqdl Haow dees thut solve ‘the specind problen of
Tfthg'ﬁegfo?f Thutfit_is ﬁ: )eciul p;oblum > -unmita. In. luct once’

hs putf quutution murka nroung “rucc conuiouanesa" e then puanﬁea




"[,roup disubnity N he-in -"_fact..fdéscribe's
CowmithT o
1f you will /which the Negro proletarian

no douut suffers.- Lcnl*dge correctly assures us that "It is

thg_mwm—rwmw *l:r% - W i XRALS %ﬁﬂix ';b—
T : bL( Y'

ﬁ_ﬁ;xkunx X ;zmztxawsxem aa’{vi—ﬂ-n




s:"’uxe advocacy of _sepz;.ratist tencencies ..1tnin the lrz.mework

bouréems de...u.c. in the U. '._- 'I‘hnt 15 the auvocacy of Negru going

Hi w, p‘ay t.el.L ma, wha—.-. haB tne al.l.eoed doctrine of the Negro's specim
revalut* onr.xj' role 'bot to do w:.th xxxxfm that of"‘epsratism wi -.hin

‘ . ; “emagculi:te the axpresion,
the f-amewnrx oiu' bourbeoi democrm._,r? None, unless youxgi:xs the chi T

= drivin,-_., ozrce of aociu.:. ch :ualu. it ﬂ"nonymous with b@p_ur_atigm?‘
szhat 15 "’ha - ian‘_ymd. s a -"‘.'._-her: h: pha.s z.TmT*w"E
j.Sktx&gxxagaxkhmim'pnrkkhﬁxpiﬁz he can “think cf no reason w.l;a.ra;t.e.v;r

" fo"r, hol‘din.'."; to this bellei" .zxmxxnxzxmﬂxuukaxhu (I‘ presuming __

th.;t this santence dues not refer to nis pra..nthet:_ca‘l. expression &8 to

‘belwi‘ th.-t l\egroes a.re 13 nat.iun s;ince the lz:.tter sentence wa.s not. iu :
_the pa.rrnthe;sis.. If, however, I'n ..ronc,, t.here still rems ins the .
mglicutxun thr.t. &ny c;oct.rltw thr.t. :nvxsubea tne l\eoroes ES A . Bpecial
'__.ri\r:m iorc.e or socinl ck__h;n,;-'e ia __.;onc,. )AS a s_peci-_lly o-;pr.-e.ssed group
'._,'with 15'551.‘1:6 1osé there is no doubt that ‘the. t.euroes once awakened
‘-wia.l plw an especia.lly milit.mt. role. ;..‘ven 1-'1 .8 pnsaive way, they

© anti-war :
:now Pley’ Buch 8 role by their/attitude :nmmhum which 15 far
: to the laft ot t.he Allle wkbclx 85 as 8 1.h01e. Gn the other hnnd,_it 13-*_

._=tnua t.hut th x.hite wkgclaas &8 the mu.]urit.y broup in this country

'-'_;'will eithf.r pltw the chiei‘ revolutionr.rv role, o* there will be no

.succe..stul revolutiun. ‘.th&r.xx: nha underst..ndinb of th.»t. is behind

;he aissatlsiactlon thx,.t. rev, Qroups ure led by "1oru1 ars" nr ".Tew:s" LA

-1n any count.ry, not - bac'.nusr. 01‘ Ly pre.}udiue L.bs.inst them but. beoauaa

7 it ia ue si°n 01 t.hu wuaknuaa 01 the mavemant el thc fa.ct t.hnt it haa

'*_m_:t-y_e_t._ taken raot in n_e;atgf_gv_e. 0011, . suubctusk Rxnxhim&niix But i hin

el




.that over- 1 truth 'spécialigfoups do plhy speci.¢1y'sign}tigght

parts 1n a revolutionn:ybstrusgle.

-

5ro'proletnrians hhve bccome inured- to na rés ips,:

*at1ans.' 1hey are not aoft.. Flne,_thOBe are the qualitles a revol“-

v;—Pe#o}utionnry vs.,deformist Vlew on' hezro problem

"Péd& iurly enouﬂ the discussion on Nesro partlcularism ‘0110ved
S .. GEemos.. _
the discurs;on of 'subsumin‘“‘the Hegro strugélaxn/strubgle 01 whiter,

'f”~,~wkr=zcr~ diéSéi?ing" it dn rev.'struggla.f ijwas_the third in a. seiiesn
RAEN . . : SRR _ .. (1) bourgeois -
af mistakes on this queatzon. The other two mist&kes were ﬁhe/liberal

{or whut C. Gbllb reiorm;st) error that the:“strugble'for democ. rts,:

in bourbeois uemoc. is only atrunule and the totali*, of one s aims.

‘a and (2) the rsformist or. social uemouratlu (C. eulls iu' oc;al reformxsv)“

—

1ew,tnnt "no Bpeclul iﬂfmb of strubgle are indxcated in the casa of

the nroblem.'_ Verj instructlve as to C. é own 4 itude 15 his criticinm

'“_iof this Vl&W:"Thib position iénore& the’ pa;niu; f:ct thnt men ! s'minda
. ere not chansed overnicht end that the struggle agalnst race prejudiee

would not end inst..nter with the overthrow, of c.ap." (3) It ‘15 not

the doctrlne 1tseli Whlbh Co. crlticizes. It is not evidently wronb L

g > but will ‘be’ ..ronu ggter (l) the. rev. because nen's minds .do. not
i © shifts S
chanba ovarnibnt. C. thua xzxnx!n:mn the’ snlution of the N. problem ;

*-rrom this gune“ation oand uuts it on those thzt will remhin aiter the

Erevi Ly dear man, the rect thut men‘a MIHGS w*ll not chnnoe ovarnihht

hgs gbsolutuly nothing to co with the struggle ngninst race prejudica'

ncv nor uuninat the cumplavent uttxtuae 01 Lhu S-D nE & reformist

Dcd rent which we muvt combat now. Thu a-D aynb thut the trunaformutlon
'trnm Cug.ato so¢ ._will solve tha prublﬁm becnuae they do not miuh

tu:maha uny"rufnihtionnry rioves’ n0w- they ure Butisfied tu yhrticiputa




th is it that 39 r:volutiun&ny 1uader 1s cons tantly bli)plng'

,intb &‘:e3c;;énary;channel he'doesjnot vmgrn" to set to? '”hst is -
§eh£;h;‘Coolidge?
VI Gurvexism: contruqttnﬂ G's attitude nnd T's attltuua

We re bnck to whe e wWe hturted‘ the dﬂJrOuCh to the Negro question.

In aduition to say;ng it wes reactionhry, he states that the

fact that the uarvey glanneu to set up his regublic in a foreign

0

land WuE. not the declsive fnctor thut mede lc*roes indifferent.(lo)
f But that *sn't true. Its reuutionarv charhcter is preciai ¥ in that

'?it demnnueu & separhte state ~-~1in Africa. Thut way the most reac-;'

tiunnry Bilbo could SJppcrt in.- Ied it demunced it hare --it would

have rn sed such revolutiunhry ,ituntion that no. Only no neaction“ny

| oo s :
'f\ coulo support 1t but - the Govt. would huve to be 1ookin* ﬂor ot her _:

wan ot SG1Viﬂb tha He probxcm thnn by siving n Tew He”roes ;ood.f

'l-\\ hirs.
- ovt. posit*uns and huVB/HUOGLVult uppear on the “umeplutform
. .

. uith & iew others. “As 1t is the Negroes preferred Ga. 601l that’

he knewto African s0il thut hu cid not.

Toword ralibion too one cen ewsily une difierance in-'

'nppfench._ (.oolid"t. trics to wvold thuquestion by strting thut
VEall of Americu 18 rellbIUuS conscious 1orbattinb the di:tinouishlng g

i faature tth white Am. sous 1ow cuntom b“t blacL Am. goea %o a placa’f

'wherg he cnn 11nu11v be rid oxnhise eyss..'

S

— dmmia_ia




