.-PV IsSUR?EGTIO i BARuE ‘ s Pre

’_TAE nevq we have here of_thﬁ nogd vgcenu 3 n
e intentionally-disborscd. ~Undexrthoce: cond]
_ormu;ate can have onlv & hvDd 0nhatical and: 5ro
: ”—Tt seeme that the irsurrcct*on TES | “cnont sneous" in charactar, that
15, it Droke out- unexpested vy the- ¢c8g6;8, inOlh&lh5 thoge of the POUL
Tnls :fact slone shows what anﬂ' brss had ﬂeer dug between the. enarchist
‘and PCUM leaders, on the one. gide, 'dnd the” working. macses on the othex
;Tde concention ”Oﬁﬁﬁpted by Hin tn % ¥the orw‘etarihn cen. t zke power’
-+ throuch peace*ul_meere" “as Deen proven- abso“utelv Te 1se. Ve ﬁlOT noth
“orialnost nothing . of +the'.real pos 1itsion of the P OUM at-the tiue, of th
ingirrection, But we co not believe in ml;;c1v~.._mhe nositioﬂ o the
Teaders of the °OU“ at tlie Geclcive mowment wmust hove Leen s swmble con=
timation of treir . position during Z1l Ghe ﬁrcerlnv period: . ‘Woxe” e*acvly
it-is'hHrecizely in & descigive womant. that The AWCOﬁQ*B+ ney of left:
cenﬁri=n ast oe vevealed in the-wmost sfr*uiuﬁ wng ,ra?*c zaahion.uraac
was, foxr! c“am t"“ fasr oT_nar ov 1n +ne errnts of 1905 and, 19;7 .

: Iffffgﬁ iR our own xrnks, there ig ofbe: iz falee idea of Marboy ag
a eofesentative oI 1eft centries. In his ¢ _
Teereielii-Dan Tegine, lartov cane closes Lo" ¢snev1xs.f In. rad*caliﬁm
~of ‘eriticion and laruenes Der 1res—iar 0L~wxﬂaj_x_aurn&sseu the
__editors of 'La Batalla." (i) in theGepths of nie conseiotsness/ be alweys
" -hoped to cpnvince Lig adve sa+1es andAnot t0 0Bpose” the pro;eﬁariat Lo th
cluss enemy,:. That is why, at the moment when the workérs passed over ta
Caction, ﬁaxtov frightened by !{ harshnees of the sirusgle, junped g 2

to" play <he. role not of "a ] ef revolubtionary action; but of g vocaue)
£or the defeat ed,maases; Fortunately, a% the lefs of gartov there was a
“revoluti onary.nartyathat knew what it wantec. : .

- v The ultuatlon in Saazn is uerv dll;&;caﬁ.{'”he 1eadership of  the P -QUM
appesred %o the masses up to yeeterdsy to be the expression’of the most-

; ,._resolute_‘benaex_cg_ The WOI“\I‘]E‘GJ.(‘.:S va 1)4"!.18.1.6.. et lenst in'Gd.ua_u.o sig,

“-the POUN literature very scriously. Zut JuLt at the moment when-the -
-mwagses prepared Yo ugterielice thie criticism by mctionm, tiey found. them— "

. gelves pra ctically decanitzted wes it othcrwiege at ba tlme of tne *act' |

‘.;insurrection? I fenr not.

- i a J . - -
Ul'_"-'ﬂ'{.‘.:“ e .'u*.LT‘E\..J.t;- i x4 in spitc of CV‘CIJ vau.n.,, ondt o

the pressure of the wosecs iwpose on Fin a Bolehevik voeitiont = Thes mouid
:indeed be. marnlflcent end we would "egoice_herc at the poss 1Jility of -
couraon. worlk with Tin on *‘e hesis of new histeri wperiences., - But until
“nevw word. comes, we do not bBeve the last reason to change our ectinste of
-the’ o*z*cia_ UDllO‘GH of *he PCULIL, . o

-y R-R-‘J_

) ¥ hax does the, ﬂfmlstiCb Ain Barcelens, O—.”“lch the ca blee naeax o
‘meon: the defent of the insurrents, seteruined odove all vy the inconsiss

" ‘teney of the lendership, or the direct cepituletion of the lenders

Srightened by the pressurc of the asasses? e do nod Jmow oe yet, _,ror L
the nmonent the strussle seens to:be centinmuing outside Barcelona. Is e

new regaantion of the offengive in Zercelona meselble? Will vot the.

- re“reseian,on tite nprt of {he Stfll‘iE+—T9+0Iﬂssu-ECJ“'“LVP £ new ijnhlee

to the action of +the mpzeest Ve relriln Iron u.lbu;.uui;-k:, ReTe ToT LHGK ST
cof accurate information. COriticisn of ihe lendersnin in epny case retains
its 4ecisivw fanortimee, vhniever wuny we the iLucediste counree of evewbs,
In eplte of x-u*nnnaunsz the miptrkes ond wezlmessges 0% the *nsuvneotion,
we repsin before $he cutside world indlesoluvly tound to the dsieated
orkera, SHul this doms not-:zesn gooring t”e lecdershin, hiding its

-

cinconeietency, rud hueping silant shout ite imiebakes tnder Jhe vretext of .
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a;puréiy'sEntzmenﬁaL 201iéariiy.

. It seeus very n;obaule “hat tnis imnresszve EXpe rnanue r111 Jrovoke_
8. splii in the TOUE.-'L‘ﬂ elenents that excluded the TTotsmylsus end
fratern;zed with the Brandlerist snd 8.A.FP. leaders' —— the caes~oif.
‘7abbish of 8t sliniem == will definitely betray +the revolution by seehlﬂg"
tte mercy. and then the fzvor of the ioscow huresucracy. On “the other:
hand; the revolut*onary clements must undersitend that there ie 10 Sk
intermedidry vetmeen the Fourith Internabional end betrayal. Facllis=
tate and pccelerate this politicael ‘diffs renslaxlop, oar'crltaczsu snd“td
‘be frank, open and even implacebple. In the first vlace; zlliour:
.comrodes: “uat undersﬁand ‘the inconsist ﬂncy of %he wpolicy of passive .
indulgence smaﬁﬂﬁn sancticnea by our friends VlCuOT fSerge, -Sneevliet,
Versecken and others. .We oush kruw how. to.draw from Wreau ?Vﬁntshﬁll
“tne con01451ons necpsaar to prepare une futu:u.t‘ B REEE

'FTher'nalou _"*nr : X2 wi i:)ls~voo evlﬁenn for
Wiig ust e eiuphasized Fa. above 211 the - differences

ﬂoﬂh szill remazna a Cetaian or*anlaa+ian. Its leaders n;evnnteu in its'

“time. entry inbe othe Sceimliast- ﬁa¢ty, covering Lneir-*nndhmc tal. onﬁorn

"1sm with a sterilé intrensigence. It is to he noped, howc"er, th?t the
. evente in Catelon1a will produce fisgures and eplits in the ronks of’ nhe

‘Scecialist perty and the U.%.%.. In this case 1% woul“,oe fatal to be’

confined within she cadres of the PCUX, which mo;eovcr ¥111 be mack

Yeduced in the weeks %o cowe,. It is necessary Ho turn towards the” _g

" anarchist masses in Catzlonia, towazrds the Socia 115» ené Communiet: masse
“elgewhere, It is mesesssTy %0 4wy to moke up Tor loet time,- A eell oL
. five reveclutionisets in the Secialicst puThy O 1n'uve n ficial army is " -
Lmuch omore imporuar% han o groun ¢f temw ox tvc hy W kers sepaTated

from the maszes., It is not a cuestion oi eqcrvinc the-6lé ex ternal

fo*ms, tut of creatlng new ﬁoiﬂus of guspport for tue future.

TR *he defﬁat ig severe .(znd we canmot nemsure its sevarity frou
. nere) it is Ffar frow teing definitive. . Wew elements in Speln’iteeld - -
T in France cean debtermine z new TEVOIUulﬁn v ouns wing. R
It is uertalnly wery gifftoult to nv LlCu, aaucowally";ro ?far;
when and wow -tle Spuuish~0:trjar riA_.UOJc, dtobody can, in ony case,
caffirm in advence thrt the revol: tiﬁnqry force of the admlrable
- Iberian proletoriat is, exhouisted, Hut o nropere Tor October,. the
_ -revolutionary vensusrd oust e forewarned awiinst everything that is’
ambisuous, .confused, eng equivocnl in<the aaper layer of the prole~ '
tarist, natlionally ana interantionally. He who does not have courame:
“ho oupose the Fourth International to. +hie- Second and tihe Third will
never nave the cournge to lsaé thie workers in *hco decigive combats.
He -who renglns cormected with the Nrﬂﬂcle;u, the 8.A.P. nconle, the
Kaxtong, the Fenner nHrochvays, oon only welrzay the zroletrriat on the
" very eve of the cziibot o i +hie couwnal. The Iberisn workers
should be meje. to wnderst-nd now ihat the FPourth Internstlional wuepns
+he sclentific prosroa of il 2 revalitbion, counricences in the
‘magees, Aistruat of 1 ek rL et F evory etnwn, and tho will to

e o Ry | A

- TR N
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20 ALL ORAGANISATIONS ADMTRING
_ ”o""T'fr"" U '“L'n' Infrmum' ‘o‘F“A au.."‘

g !:;T oﬁ/: WRAE AYD ol IEIT}IVT’)‘[L\LS
"f'rmcm*t% TAEE RRPTR ICE. 0“ i
‘ ,‘s.“’r“?"“x:*:t‘ zi i3 _E‘f(}m'_‘i""i—_( R

e Tha, %paris‘i ravolutimx has in the nyr,ﬁ of. !..(..V&“TLCG{. TJGI'L’.“TS
CTnoImous as.r-'xificanc ‘ant only as _nn: ‘-1lsugc)r1ca_ svant of orimpry
U fmnortance, b also, ab o gohook 0f TevolutlonuTy atratesy’, Tdens
End "inds _‘V&ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ.s are: Loing "'u.)"itfm‘ to an ezcepiionnily izzportant;
'one wav, gAYy an infallible, hLesh It is an obligation for over: aexzic
L iarxist to. study noet only the nven‘ts of the revo]ufion, bm. arso. .o el
’ -'uhe oo’i.i“'icr:.l positio*m whioh are-Soken in our ouwn ranks oy various Lo
.grmms and 1'301 wtad mi“it'mw with' Tes: zord “to. the Snunish aventn, .

Com, Vor. -m" Com. Sneevl; .

- In th 8: 1c=t+er I ot llu Iike to dﬂell on & pm*ticmlesr casc tm'l:
one that 1n inatrustive in the highest derree: to examine the position -

‘of Con, Ver, ane of the directing allitante of our(Belflanpsection, Vexr
GAVE TH® ROPORT I THYE "!‘D"“lls}‘ ricetion at the mectifig ol the Cenizail -
Go:mittae_of +he Snainl Revolntionary Party held at the end 6f June

“thie venr.  The record oi’ his repors, published in the intcrnnl Bt.lleun

Y - meption for June-July ., “a oxtremely short, perhops 23567

) Teg; bt it alves nnvpr..hclpss a alear encugh picture of Com,

Verta m ‘!:nkea, mistakes that are as dangerons -forcur Pul rjian secton R
ag for the whole Intemational. . -

_Cord, Bneeviif), head of the miteh R, 3, A.I’. ’ h‘.ﬂ"bacn 4An. cor -J:;Iete
snlidar.t‘ty, ns is knowy, with the policy of the P,0.U.M. and bas ‘thus "

. "ghown clen¥ly %0 what extent he has becone -:npuratw. froz revelutionazry
“Marsimm,. -Com, Ver's case ie somewint dfferant. Ver -ig more coutious
‘Hig armuments, in the past as well ag& now, nre mingled with roservations
#on the onec hand". "on the ofher hond*, He occupiee: with regard to- the
PO o "eriticel! position, borrowing minkmerous nroumente fron our co:mmn
arsennl.- MTut fimdnmentally his @entriast) position iq saeh wore Iikely %o
bring eonfusion into our ranks 1T ~onition of CGom, Sneevlit.. Por .
this Teason ii is necessary tn mibmtt tlw cnnce:w"rions of ‘Jex' to carr*i‘ul
critioism.’ ' . .

Onuim si‘ic frntalign~a 't"rs.-mrc' of nnf 1 T

Yer mave hipg T""}Ol‘i; Bbafore the cv-ushinr of Lhe PGU‘l ar.l'bef ore
the vile nasn vendnnd t2om of itg hc-nu e tho agente of Stalin In Siain
(Antonov-(}vae entl:n nnd othera). Ve will defend Sho m2auory of Fin nnd: 1115
compunioma ioiaenbly srainat hn Trandere of “he scoundrals in Mosoow:
and »lgewhere, - But the twvazic fate of MWin cannot clmnge our politieal
Jantiaontes, dictanted by ftho histm*ical intecrepha of }u, ':*clr'tvrim md
not Ly s Y iaental ommidcrnti MO -

o n Lonr Yine COom, Yer hs bren eoiploel e,'.l} niet ken in his
evnluntion of the PO, thinkins theld under the proanore of events this-
Cpprte wonld, wo o to ““ﬂu,c, cpolve "attonntionilyt tovrord tha 1ot and
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- +hpt our policy.in Spain would be 1imited to & Yeritical™ suppord of o
the. POUX., Tvents have absolutely dieproved thig TRtpliistic and opti—
-mistic prosnosis, extremely chnrnoteristic of Centryist, but by no mesng’
. Marxist, thinking, 1t iz enough  to recnll here that this. oonme fatniistic -
Coptiwmlienm fubued the whole nolicy of the POUM, whose direction hod asdapied
1tnelf to. the anarchist leaders, in the hope Lthnt they would ender anabo=on ]
matioally. the path of the prolctarian revolution, just ns Var had ‘ndapted
‘himself to the leaders of the FOUL, A1l these expechiations were couplete—
1y destroved: - events hurled tho annrchist leaders, as well as: the leader
of the POUM, not o Fhe left mt to the right. Inotead of openly  reoos -
" nizing the falnemess of his policy, Ver triass to pass over mrrephitious-
iy %o a new position, dlatinmuished rzow that of the dey befoxe. only by .
" an even greater confuslon. _ : L A

Charackarisntion of the CRORRY

tIn distinction to the C.N.T. ond the F.A.I,, @hioh havs.oxisted”
for dozéns of years! — B> Ver Legine hls report = "the POUH is recant, . 7 EY:
heterogencons, its loft wing is weak, " This desaription renrsecnts oo i
radical condermation not only of the positiéon of Sneevlies, ut slso of
Yerts own previous positlion, Por where is the promised evolution toward:.
-the leftt At the same time this cheracterization of the POUN &is yurpose-
1y vezue,  The "left winz is weok". Tho word "lafi! means nothing din
this context, . Is he referring to the Harxtst fraction of the PO oz

to the left centrist fraction? Tor intentionslly relraing from’ .
answering this quegtion. e will ppsver for him:s | no larxist Iractlion of
‘anv congeque.ce, sincs the sxclusion nf the "Trotskvites®, hne existed

in the PO, Bﬁt oven the 1eff fraction of the centriste is wenli, “Om .
4his.point Ver 1s Tight, 'But thdg moane only that afier six years of ox-
parience in the revrointién the policy ¥ the PO is detersined ‘hv the .
right centrists, Such is the unnvarniched trsghky’ truth, . - ST

- gom. Ver Yeriticizesh the PO
Now let ue hear how Ver critisizos the FOUM:

. mrigtakes of the POUL: rrllving to the FPeople's Front ab the .
time of %the elcctions. Thev. repaired this arror on the 19th of July Wy .
armed strugrle. . Another mlatake: partioipation in the sovernwent and
the dissolution of the comalitees. But » fter they hod come ocut of the '
governzent o clnrificntion took place 1in the POWLT e

L A1l +hise veominds one, abt first glance, of larxist critlcienm, .
Aotnnlly, Ver usce sterilized fraopgoents of NMarxist ecriticism not to - .
Cumvell -but on the contrary to nesk the opportunist taotics of the POU—
and hie own, sbove all one is struck b the faet that for our oriile 3%
18 a cuestion of 1oolnted *nistakes? on the part of tho PODM a2nd not of
a Marxist avpraieel of thelx whole policy. There can be Yoistakes® in
_anv orgmulzetion, Narx oade mistrles, Lenmin umade mistakes, aleos tha
_Bolshevik party ns n whole, it those mistekes wero corrected. in time,
+hanks £o the accurnecy of the fundanental line. For the POUH 1t is'a
muestion not of ipolatad wend ptatan® but of a fundamentnl linc which is
nonerovolutionary, coatrist, thet ie ®e any aszentinlly opportunlist,  In .-
oth~r wordg, for n revolutionars pnrty nogscakes U oare the exception;  for
tha PUINI the axception 1a a Lo inelated norroct etond.; g .

The 20th of July 1936 . y

L]

yer roninds me that on the 19%h of Iuly 1034 the POUN par-




o
t;;c.,.pated in the ared stragple of vnurae’ nly o outuuer-favcluuiomuh

i &

orzanizntion wenld have besn able not to pavrtlcipate in this struggle; -

r.rh!.ch compriged the whole proietariak: nome of us, o triously, hag'so

ta w eoulé particivetioh in the struggle of tha'
gi&éieuhth:e.n %’Bse &‘%‘t h _,pgged “shedr ‘policy on both the anorchists md-

gHR the socialists as well os the POUHIste, “repalr the error® of parti-
cipation in the Peoplatls Fronk? Porhaps £he POUH. changed the fundsmentl
direction of its uolicy? ot at 211!  The struzgle of the 15th of July;
in goite of the real viectoryv of the rorkers, ended “in the anbimuity of- dud
power only beonusc ne orgnnizetion had the necessary clesr-heandednees and
. courage to carry the.strugile. thirough to the end. .  .The participation’ of:
Cthe POUN in the: People's Front wao not & fortuitous f"mistake® but the .
infallible sipn of 1%s opportuniet choaracter.. . In the July doys czﬁ.y;_thc-
;o external situation had chang;ec‘., ut not the. centTint chiracter of the* :
_party. - The POULM adnpted itself to the electoral mechanism of the: Poople's
Pront, . The zigzag of centrien to the ieft completed ite zipgzag to the o
Tight, but in no way repairs it, ind duzing 1%s zigzas_ to the lefi “the .
POUH held wholely intact its hybrid nos.’..'tion qn'.i '}rnm se:ly in x.cvinu t‘iia
prop'rred +the c-zt'w.at*opheo the "ut‘urt..

The na.rtir-ln-1 on in the :rovern)aent

~ "The other mistake' - soyo Ver ~ Pwas r.ne‘oar'l.ic..xpation .‘m 'E‘.ha
-government apnd the dissnlution of the comaittees.” Cihere couddithis o
Yother mistake® hnve come from, AL participation in thc_: Judiy insurrvec-—
tion hed “*epa_reu" the provious fc.lsa‘ poliey? Actuslly, partielipdtion’
in the govermmznt wae a nev sigzag that sprang from the centrist noture :
of the party., on, 5npvv¢ie+MWMia par-
‘\tj.ci-pation. Alae, this amblpuous formal {:43 Chet Sneevilet dons . -
not undergtsnd the lawa of the Fl‘lS‘% striazzle in the epoch of the rcvo- :
Tuiion. . The July daye of 1836, when the Catalonian proletariat, with-
wgorrect l=adershin, could, iwrithout add1+10n-11 efforts or s-mfifices,
have geized powver aud spened the ern of the dicnato*snip of the pro:i.eta-
riat throushout Bpain, ended, 1s=rrfe"y Shrough the Tault of the POUM, in -
z regine between the 131'01017-13'1&1: conmitieca) and the bourgeoisie, rep—--
resented by its lackeys: (9tnlinied, Anarchist and Socialist leaders). =
The interest of the workers was to do away with the equivocal and donge- -
rous. gltuation az rapidly os possible, by hending over all pwer to. the.. .
committres, that is to the Spanish govicis.  The task of the. 'mmrgcoiaic,
on the: other hand, w28 tn 42 miay with the coumittees in the name cof-
"anity of power,.' The pavticlipation of liin in the povernment was a coX~"
pornte part of theplan of +he boqueoiaie, dlrected “gainst the prole-~’
tariat. IT Sneovliet "understands" suol & thing, so muoh the worse for
. him, Yer is more cautiousd: he speaka of the pﬂ.rticipa.tion in the govern- -
ment o the "other mistake." ot bad, thig "ulstoke which consisted in- ,-_1
direotly supporting the :“mrornme*zt of the oourg;eoipie arainat the wor— - -~
Irers' cmwmi‘t'izces' . :

$Putt - ‘«"c'r hagtene to Bronk the ;mint of hie criticiam'-

gt er they hnd eoze out of the morarnaent a olarifiention took place

in the 20NN . This ig an obvieous untruth, whiech Ver hinself has refuted .
in hisz cho rnct.nri-*atlnn of &ha ORI, Aready quoted, wE n Mg‘. _
party in <hich the left $g wonk. In whet thon does thig Yelaritfication! .
conelst, after ~hich aven the left ccentricts coetitute a feeblo zinarlty
in the partyT O perhaps by "elurification” == should understand ... the-
erclusion of thz Bolshevil-Laninista? : :

The Oritieier of tho Inteenntionn) Seerohn vin.;
Vepr moes oven Tardher in dedendin: the cnes of oemtiion, Alter
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pnumavatine- the "pmistnkes " of the FOTJH he 1*mediately Foas on to em:me—
rate, in the interest of sv‘me*'nr ‘the "m‘!atakcs" of the Inte*natioml
Secretnria Lot us 'b‘*inrr '5.11 once agaln the literal r.sucs ,ption. : i

"'.‘Iisfakwa of the I S.:' ten days e,‘;‘ter the ‘191:11 c-f July' they hai
_no uo:;* tio’*x in Parls. They did not uvnderstand the im’:oruance of- ..
the aventn. . They 4i¢ not siternd tho Bruseels co*ﬂ.’ercncc'--f thay o 1ied
‘oo li‘berally' the Paric resoluzion. - They should have: p-ofitteu h-- this :
., opgonslon to push. the 20U tovarad a ravolutionpry pollcy: Th"-y out: :
- ‘{//t :selvos off from fiin ny the publicatlon of rrots:ry‘s '?chr.

L (me cannot hel:.eve onet s o oyes 4n ron ing ..‘nie “_a.ccur'u.ﬂtion
of “accusa‘tinns“i S Ueturally, the I,8, may huave been gullty of certaln
practionl regli ences and even-of aarbain poiifical nis:.al"es.. CBut - to
plaoe theeg. on t..r' same Lovel ag the cp:)ort undstic policy of  the PORI
ie 4o take onio oncoelf the inepproprizte zole of arhiter between o ps:ety
whioh ig bogtile %o us ond our ovm international organization, . Jom,
Ver-reveals hers, not for the first time, a dispiriting lack of senne of
proportion. lowever, let us emnir.o ‘his ¢ cmsatio*m zoTe clesely, :

Miren avn" nfter the 19tk of Jdl the ;..8. had ne “051'5:1.0“! f‘ﬁ"‘**
ti.ng that thie i3 correct, what was' the resson for 247 . ,,ac‘f of -indorte-
tion?  Excessive .cmution? Yer 'doss not explain, . Of course, it iz bet-
ter to hzve a "positiont im*uec.intely. But on one - confitions that 4t -
‘'ghould be correct. ~ The 1,8, is the suprems adziniptrotive institution,’

It had to be very r‘autious in talineg n polifticnl position, the more so.

‘ae 1t wos not tmmadinteoly directing and could not direct the strugeole in
“Spain, But 42 "ten days after? +he I,5, had no pesition, one yoenr miter
the 189th of July Com. Ver ococuples o :-:holcly fulse position, ‘this is-
incomparnbl; WOT9G, ) '

'1‘!\0 Bm«selq conﬂ,renca

: It YRS BRCUSBENTY, you eae, %0 toke part once o nin in the nit iful

. a.m! paltry eonforence of centriets in Brusscls, in crder “to push the .
I¢Upbarsyd o revolutionery pol The POV Bhou;cl have been 4 ced
1dttpnaryspnngtsinbBarholihg {10'&{38 eﬂncbﬁr‘ﬁ GEig ﬁE

Irabkotheyfhrat time. that we had encountorec ufle 1%2. ers 01,8%?:_?045

‘A AT for eix venrs we had not attemptad to "push! thein onto thc road

of. Tevolutiorry polioy! . Je ueed cvery methec and every pat ‘armdsnt - _
correspondence, sendlng of delepates, orranizational’ connecti.on, numnroug o
articies aond ‘entire pamnw.n*“ss, finally mitliic eriticlenm, :ievertnglg.ss,
inateszd of adoptine a Marzist polley, tno lenders of the rculi, fri shteénad .

by the Anexorahle rr-quirm;b nte of the revolution, definitely ad opted the
1ine of contrien, Yor Ver, =1l 3his is cvidently 2 blip of no 1muortence.

That would have hnd onormous Amwortnnoa, it scens, Ag,..5he centrist ;
confarencsa in Brusscls, whera Ver, pefore one or two POUL leaders, would
have given a epeaoh thrt at baat woild have repeated whot had been soaid

and writton mmdreds of timms before %the conference. Tl*ia_ti e agadn

GOJI. YVor "'o“.nt‘ﬂ on'!: the gentrist. with the sectarion. ]

b + t. Ln
t‘w snotsu;-inn the suprene moment of ecxigtence 45 tha
which he wchihitn hingel? at the ithousandg z»nn Tiret cont r-rvncc.

tpot m:y V5 letiex

'~‘im-11v, “ho Laat noenantion: the yu*nl;c:suion of Trotoky's j.o'l'tt
"he letter, as ar as I wmow, und ot doslgned for o bliecation. Dut one
miat ronldliv have Jant tho Tnet t’h'rat.s of Dulii.:ncnl insicht to seo, 1:1 the
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- publication of this letter nn impertent detuvroining factor. in cur rela=:
“tiong with the POUM, - The lehter desoribed the partlcipation in  the bloe:
‘with the Lourgeolsie ng a betraval of the proleforiat,  Is this yight oz
‘wrong?  Fe have never suspecesd the jusity of Win's intentlona.r Bug th
political evaluantion of bis particimation in the Psople's Front as sn-ach
o7 betrypyal wao sbsolutely correct. . How, however, could the punlicatlon
of this lotter Yout us oIt from uwint Tven belore the publication. of. th

“letter we were sufficiently. cut off from:him, and nos by ancotdenty. hisgil-
“whole policy went in the opposite dircetion Irowm ours. 1% wns not for
U gome wilm that 17in broke with us three years beéfore the rublicaticeniof o

Trotaky's letter.  Or does Ver mean perhaps that after thoe glactiona Hin -
wne evolving toward uwe and that the publilcation of the letter ‘stopped T
this evolution?  Ver's worde can hove: no other mesning, adudtiing that
. they have even s shadow ol meaning. JActually, as we know, Hin end his:
. friemds contirmuesd o think that theoir varsicination in the Pecpletls P
- Pront and after wards in thc government. was correst, and they dopanded -
‘gvan the wenewsl of this participation. - There teo 1% was a question not -
of a "mstake® tut of en ontire politicel line. . Finally, 57 one pdmite

. aven that the PO Mmderstood thefmistake" of having participited in 07 o0
“ the Peonle's Tront;, ‘how could fhe publication of %he letter, containing
© a sharp analysie of thlg mistake, prevent “ha evolution of the POMET.. fg

Ver 4rvinz to say {(4f he is trying to sav (aything!)  that Hin was B0
L offended Ty the lottcr that he decided to return fto hie previcus incoT—
regt ‘pogitliont nut eubh an opinion is oo insuiting to Hin who was
muidad by politicel ideas, and not by considerations of petty personcl.
. gcli-concell, o . . o T .o :
e © - Sueh aro the #mistakes® ol the I.5, whioh Ve juls on $bo same, -
- 1evel as the nentrist policiesn of the PO, In thie Lhe showe only that. .-
~ ‘himsolf occuples an Intermediary positicn between Narxlsm snd coentrieln. =

The nreparation for the Mov davn (1987)

Jer then procecr.irs to the eventz of llny of this venr,
S U1+ cnn be mailntmined," he says — Pthat the PO sms cxpecting:
then and w2 crmiing. The scope of the events took the portr wnavnres, .
But any party =ovld have Lern $nken unomres,” o - R

R . Bvery sontence a mistnke, moreover not an aacidental iaiastake but:
the produst of o Tulse politienl line, The events of Haoy cordd be -
 tgoreseen” and prepared for in-only one way: by declaring an imploosble
struggle apainet the jyovermaemts of Catalonia and Spain; by refusing #ll -
politicnl eollaboarntion with thom; by opposing their owm party te all -
other parties, tha% 1s %o thelr dirccting veniors, narticuiarly and gbove &
21l to the londership of tho CNT (trade unionsg). . Yot aliowiny the masees
for one ingfant to confuee the revolutionnry leaders with the lackeys = -
of tha bhourrmaoisiel - An unccupromising wolicy of thisg Xkind, with, of & .
course, aotive parsicipation in the military atrugzle and in the revolu-
tionary moveunenta of the narsos, wonld hnve assurad to the POUII an :

unghaknrhle mathoritv amome all the workers, above nll usomp the
pnarchists —ho r~ongtituto the gront majority of the Gatnlondmn proloto-
riat., Instend of that, the PO demnnded the roenbranco of ite leaders

- Anto the counter—ravolutionary =overnnent and al the sase time neserted
“1n everv igmie of "La Batolla" ot the workers conld tnke power without
a Tight, 14 oz oowveon witdh thic goal that the PG lenncehbed the inien="7 -
t41e vrojeet of o apeclal comnwess to ha convokod Ly the hourpmeolis go—-
vernmemt 1n orvder 50...0008 over the power to tha workers and ponesnts,.
Thip iz presiesly why the YO0 wes dolen vnasores and why the 2avends
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of lNay were for it onisr another gtage on the road to cnfnatréphe. "'Bufﬁ -3
cries Ver — *any party would have been taken unavares.”  This unbelievebla

. semtenos ghows once agnin that Yer deoes nolt know the gifference bhetnden’

centrist ond a lMarzlisi party. One con, of cOurse,. rocopnlze that a real
mags insurreciion goce3 beyond, io n greatesr ow less derres, any revela-
tionary party. But the differcnce iies procisely in the, gecree: hers
too quantity chonmzes into quality. A centrist party is onrrict .away by
events and lg dwowmed in then, whersas & revelutionary narty in fthe. fins}
show-down - dominntes ther and assures the vietory.. = - e : e

v

Whefenpive and not nffemsiwvet

POWMY was correct:  defemsive mnd not oifeneive. - To mared onto the
Laking of poawer woizld Deove heen advenbtursism in the centingencies of the .
‘moment., The grent mistake of tho PN woas that it threw cut llusicons
during the retreat and rasesed aff +he dafent as & vigkory." - oo

. 90n. the. 4th end 5l of Hay" - ver conbinues -j“itc,p'r}i.:?.ﬁgt (o‘fj{i_:he

ST You see with what apotheecary's precision Ver veighs and bhalenods.
" 4he "correct! netione and the “uistakes” of the POUN, ‘However, his whole.
nrgument 1s nothing buat error. Tho opid - qndé where? - that to go. on dn-
Moy to the trltng 57 power wag adventurlsa?. This wes: nods, chove gll; the:
-opInicn of the PO itealf. The dny before it wes still-aesuring-the
" workers that, $f they only wented to, thay would take power withouvt:a
#4ght, The workers “wanied o." TTherein iz the adventuriem? -The ale—
ment of vile provocatiom on the »oxt of the Stalintsts 1s, froa the poind ..
of view whickh intereste ue hers, of sscondary lmportance. A1) the reporte:
"aftar the avents show that with n lendership with any seriousness and on=
Fidence in itsel? the victory of the Ifay inuvurrecilon would have beenn .
asmred, - In this sense the POUH was ripght when if wald thot the workers:
could take power 1f they Pwnnted %o." It forgot only to edd: unfortunctoe-
1v¥ you have. no revolutlionary leadership. The PO aould not lead the '
Cniolonian proletarint to the revolutionary of fencive becaise ——and only
_ becmugse— a1l its previcus pelicy bad rendered it incapabile of magh -

1111'31!1151'\’5. - o S ) - ekt

tpha Julv dovs' of %9%7 "%gg T
Tthe Uay davel o 3 / .

o . At thie'toint Com. Ver can, however, rotort: fDut cven the
Belshevike 1n July 1917 did not doclde to selze povwer and 1imited theie
selven to the defeneive, leeding the masses out sf the line of Tird with
na fen victirma as peesiltie, Wwhy thom war this pvolliey not. sultabie Tor

the PCUUIY Let us oxpaine thie arpument. Courades Sncevliot and Ver
aps very fond of reuinding us thnt Spaln "is not Russlia®, thinot 1t is lm- -
possible to rpply "Auasian® methods there, eta, AbstTaot homiillen oF this
%ind moke no szrious dmpression, 7oll or badly, we have endeavored during.
the past eix years to nnnlyze the sonorete conditions of the HSuanish ©
- rovolution, fvan nt the beginning we warned that ono met not exnect o
rapid rheibew rhytha in the devolpamt of eventa, in the aanner of Russla -
in 19017, On the contrary, =ae used the analogy of the great Fronch re-
volution, which, Degun, in 17898, npagsed throurh a sories of stames hefore
attaining, in 1793, itc oulmination, mat it 1s precisgely bocmude W2 are.
not nt all inclined to schemntize historic evanta that we do not consilder
1t noasibla to tronanort the tnotica of tho DBolahoviks in July 1817 in .
Petargbur;y to the ovents of May 1437 1n Catnlonin, Tgonin 183 not YmseialB
Tha i FParontintinge Teatures nxe tno obvious, ! ' L
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The L..Hed dnmor-s rn.tion of +the Peltershurg proletariat broke out :
four montha after the bez zinning of therevolution, three umonths aftor tha
Bolshevilk paTty nad launched a truly Bolshevik progran {Lenin’e April- .
"thesesz). = The overwhelwinr muss of the nopulat'on of the gj.gzmt!.c count:ry &
‘was only juet beminuing o emerce from the illusionsa of February. ,A'!:
the - :.’ro.;t wag an anty of twolve millio'a men who were only then ‘:Jeing
touched by the first ramours about the Bolshevﬂ:s. In thess: ccmd.;‘hions-
the isoliated insurreetion of the Petercburg proletariat would heve led .
inevitebly tc theéir being erushed, It wns neceasrry o godn time. LIt

. was thBEP cirmmswmces tihat de uermined *th, tactic of the Bnlsha"ikfe.*

- o0~ In Spatn th evmts m? E.mr tocL "}‘Lam. not after fouyr .xso':"‘ :
-bnt after aix- vears of revelution, - The masses of the whole sountry !
have had & gigmntic experisnce, 5 1ong tine apo they lost the illusiona
of 1931, ng well gaa the warzed-up illusiona of the Feople's Front,. .

Again and amain . they have showmn %0 every partz of the country thet they
were rendy ta oo through to the end,  If the-Catalonian proletariat h&d
-gelzed power In Iay 1937 ~ ae it hed really ceized it 4n July 1938 -«
they woulki have Tound support throughout all of Spedin, . The bourgapis—-
Staliniset rTepotion would not even hove found two regizents with whitoh ‘to
‘ecrush the Catelonian workers.. In the ferritory occoupied by Francd no‘t
only the workers tut -plso the peasants would ’*u.vo turned toward the
Catslonian proletariat, would hove ipolated the Fascist nrmy ond. brrmrht
‘marctkiem sbout its irrcaista HAe disintegration.. It is doubiful ‘rm.uht.v dn

"§§§§Sn%%“3é%“%b%%§-ﬁ£%}zﬁga’i“s.%%&n.om Bavg Risbadahlnavingette-

--"c'ne aaterinily .‘."nos iple, or ot least exhrengly dsmrz,‘amus.

: an element. of URGET—
i1y, in every inmirrection thesre ie en e 7
feinty Pndtﬁgl ,But a1l the mmsemm‘ltimro? geegﬁiﬁgrgfggigiaﬁ
: i 0 b
. thot even in the eange of dest the situat 5' z A D e of
£ necoaparnbly more favorable thian now, .
:gglgug%vanz*eghi revo]u tonary party would kave _s.smrcd 11:3 :Eu‘ﬂtra..

' 4! vh&t the -

I hat doea Vexr base his categerical atateoen

'bn..'i'ngi' ogt'-r of :o;e 3in Cotalonia would 11?!-:&;: beogmig the 2:21‘.1:1%:3112%125
heolutely no ,unl IR v

of the moument, "adventurian“? Cn a hing, A

' o 3 : the impotence of centrledn and a F=ts)al

g;giggli?'y ,“fﬁgx a2 nmI -r:mqina only the left shadow of cen*‘risnz.

Ve_n: anfonds the axoluszion of 'tne holal\svik-han,\ngg 8-

- Tho ﬁonoluaing .Linc-b of the rscorrl nre on tho lgv-.:.} %ﬁtvg; ';tgle
report: "thev eay +hat thore ie no demoerncy in the PLUN T e A hoagh
Bordiriste wrnted to mter sur prryy we would \mcngﬂbﬁﬁglj ncugimt_orug o
vitrout fraotien rightrn “Yho srya thioa? A dsw 'ﬁ. chxici?ts 10T,
revolutionary who mmbers himsold auong the ls?l‘*hm c;-pm ; u.é s
herd to tell. Ver 4s D1ty satiafied with the ¢ efgei a::?. g
The opportunists exsluta the rovoly 1stanarien from it repolug'i..ovlariep"
sﬁvs: e SppoTun isfu P .s:n.gg;tckggn}:ggﬂt}:qn;mﬁzg }t’;vi‘dvo the Poun at
1 ugp Teon
?;*xgli“{zi‘-::i?? At 11‘?- r-l"*hceﬂt hoterosencens party, itso loft ulinﬁt;‘t:r]y'
x:r;ﬂ‘- W ‘5‘“'"3 4his hetaropencous pariy, in iis ¢osance, co. .J:ogrsd iﬂ*’er-n—
o fraetin:-.:: g snu-~rraotions, thae Pod oxciudes net the ‘“0;0 ugpp
i%ts, nor tho ~mtf\'-o<mmmoia Sotalonian nqtl-vmliet,a, nolr_,“ gd g? nlrz’m -
Lie lentr1~ub, st oy, the Bolshiovik=Lonindpts,  dbin she ¢ plonz,
Heoverlliclann, 1Tim cnevik=loninist? Ver npurovon of the ?m}o:hm. Y ‘e
verraegionn o f m*.tri ts. i in prenconplndg, vou oo, hy tho juz

Yiew -rnim gy
anl questlon m" wno righia ol -0 e, nnd owot Ly the qol!.t;ml
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: cmestion of thair program and tact:los. In tha eyas ::r & ‘m s% thr ra-- :
: volu*ionery fraotion inside a centrist party is a positive fact} theseo~
tarian or opporiunist Ffraoction in the revolutionary party 4s a nc—g;ativa B
fuct" -That. Yer ghould reduce tha guestion to the simple right oFf  frac-:
tions to exist, shows only that: hu hag co'npletely wiped out the 11'ne :'qf -
denarcation between centrisn anc Harsism, Herg is what a twie ia
- would ga.:,r" “MThey soy that fthare 15 no democrac’y in the PouUN, - :
“trua, - Democracy does erxist there - for the wight-wingers, fo'-" o
centrista, for the confusioniste, but not for. the Bolahevil. miuiste.
In other wordm, the cxtent of democracy in the POUL is determined by the!

‘real content of. 11‘9 contrist- ")ol:.f'y, radica.llv hos'!:.g.u, o, rmro utionsry
_Iarxls‘:l-

ﬁnnnrdnnn‘nl'e 93.1131

Tt Ter does nos aton aven there. Ir t£he ir‘tewmt 0% -1.‘10 da—- :
fense of the.FOUN Lie regorts to a direct coivrmy (there is no othar rmrd. Do
for i%l) nzxeoinst our comradec in CQatalonia,’ "The B.=L. gection v:\f SN
‘Barcelona® - he enyva - "was nade ur of careerigte ond adventurors,” Qnﬂ',
san‘not belleve on2's owm cyest” Tho is saying i a? A epoinal uersac—at?'

A-Staliniest A bourgeols oremy ¥e, 1% 4s sald by ~ responaible mi‘*ﬁ;i:s:ﬁ
in our DBelqalian sé’c,tion. Thig 43 oot 4% mcanp %o cling %o migtaken
_uneoverad by ths whole march of avental Tomorrow the azents of the Gl -

in Barcelomsa, 4f the Belglan Bulletin falle into their rmnds will eny:
Wy Ver's .own confassion she Be=L. nre carearists and adventurers. They. -
muet be done away with accorging y'" I think that it is ths duiy of

il our zections to c'eclarc tnat w2 reject with indipnation this .. o
Inadaisslble gally of Com. Wer avrd that with all ouw internationgl autho-
Tity we euprort our voung Barcelonisn og.,,. nization, I will add here:r |
1 Ss shown by thelr prosrammsatic call ol ths 19tk of July.of this yea..,
‘our comrades in Barcelona undersimmd the taske of the ravoluation with
Ancompaznbly sreater depth and seriousness than Ver. = The real "miata.e:e"
“of the Internationzl Sacretoriat conaists rather in that up to the preean:t
“time 1t hine not condermed Ver's cintement and bas notb 1nsistr¢d on’ *ts T
oondemnatiqr by our Belgian seetion., | o

\
Oﬂca more we st help Con N/
s0 raoturmn 1 =0 the corre n

b

e have not the slightest intention of ar‘:‘ava*in[z c.is&greemunts. :
Fe have oncounterdd Conm, Ver 1n various gonditions und.at - differant - -
stagmas of the dc\relop*\en‘- 0f +he Belgion scction snd of they internatidnl
organizaotion. AlLl of na have learned Lo appraeciate the dewpition of Jonm,
Ver to the enuge of the working clngp, his energy, his eage g8 L0 &iva‘"'
211l his oirength rlisinterﬂﬁteaiy to thils cnuge, Young worke e\ezhau...

lecrn this from Com, Ver, Bt aR for his pSliticul paai.tion niortu-
nately, 1t 18 mont sf4ten gevoral yovdes to the right or to the ‘l\f‘ft ct -
the iazrxmist Tine, which, however, does nat incline Cos, Vor tof aculpence
Tor thoge who renain on this line, In the past we have had 'ho 9"11'\1{"::1.6
pbove all acpinst the geckorinsn tendencles of Con, Ver, whioh have .
conged no 1ittle horo do Bhe 1rinn section. But sven then 14 kms no
secret for ue that szotarinnisus 4o only o bud £rouw which omn adways -
bhloon the full flower of ononrtunisn, e lLinve now before us an excep—
tionally strifine confimsation af this inw of politicnl botmny, Cong
Yer hna riven proof of gectarianiom in questions of sAcondory 1!mcr'br.ncy
or in Fformnl mlnm.:’..ons of organication, only to ".*'ri.ve nt ononrtuainn
in a unlitiony mmqtior of r*i. ,hn\..‘..o n..:;toric'x.\. importance,

Tis Intornnl 14To of the Pourthn .m1 exnfiklonnl is ﬂmmdud on the
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“onexperience- a.nu ém QDml‘&duly
authoritativa ‘opinion: ond. can gt -the 1“1
i -become' engaged in a-donge:
serricc ‘hnt onée ean render at-the 'oresent momen"
gane time ‘l'o cm:r.' Dutch seetiona . SE




ANSWARS. 20 QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE
—

D:AJISH SITUATION we & boncise aummary

Lk

. 1) Tha;diffé*énce'hatwaen Hegringand Franogo- *s the differ nce
"betwean rottan bourgeois- &amce;acy and Fhssism. . - SRR

-I‘a) Bve here and alweys where and. when re?olu?ianar rovkars
ryw ¥, pAR
are not,powerful enough immediately to. ove“throw ths bourgeois reg;mﬁ
‘{they defend from fescism even: the rotten Tourgeo i dsmocraay,wanﬁ”
N egial do they defenl their owu positions sid ‘aaurgeoie
dsgﬁﬁraﬁ’y , e Cf, _

: o) The Worhers defend bourgﬂo;s demooracv, howave . not by s
matnoﬂs of bourgeois- demoeracy (Paople's Eront eloctoral blocs, govarnn"
‘mesnt ccalitione, ete.) bBut by their own met : that is, by the .

“methods of revelutionary cldass struggle. - ﬁu ¥ participating in'wj“'*
the military struggle against fasoism, thay continue to dafend. &t -
tho same time their own organizations, their rights. and thsir intarasts
*rcm the hourgaois demoaratic government.

4) Bourgaoic demooracy deaomposas togetber witn capitallsﬂ y

. which engendered it, The very possibility of faseletv insurrention .-
-against bourgeois demccracy ie a asign that its days are numbered.: '
. Thus the "regsneration" of hourgsols democracy camot be & program S
of the proletariat, The defsnce of bourgecis demoeracy apainst aﬁ-‘x,wm
‘edsm is only a *zotical apisode submitted to our line:. to over-' -

throw bourgeois damocracy ani a9t ablish the dictatorsbip of the
nroletar;at. T : A

EN A

<o

( 025 A coalitiJn vith the bourgeois;a under the namo of Pecpla 3.
_Front participation in the government of Paople's Pront; political- ‘
;anpport_tomsunh_a governrent; the - rentneistion of. indanendent agitar_'“q”

tion” end ‘organization for the rovolutionary overthrow of the boumre =

geols government can, in the bost case, ouly proloag the death agony-

of bourgaois damoceracy and the inore eas;ly prepare the tritmph of

LRsoism. Lot only Sthe policy of the Stalinisets ond the Socialists;
';the_direot lsckeys of the counter-revolution, but the policy of tha

leaders of the CHT, POUM a= wall, were and remain pernicious from thﬂ
'point of viaw of proletarian intereshs.

_ 9 But if it is true, — and it 1s trua - that the goxrernmanu o L
Nerrin talin, like the government of Frange, are both watch~doge of
~ oapitalism; {+ 1t ie truo that the volltioes of Hegrin-Stalin must lead.
“inevitabls to the triumph of fascism, it 13 nevertheless absolutsly .
false. to conuludo that in the strugpgle bhetween the armlos of Hegrin---
-8talin and ¢of #Franco, ‘the proleteriat should take a neutral position,
-—733“1% .

" ‘The Spanishi as the world prolofariat, is interesteds n the :
military arushing of vranco {b) in a poiley during the olvil war that is
“eapablo .of preparing for the earliast cvertarow of tha govarnmant

of Neprig-utalin.

7) One can ohdac+ to thie: luring a war hetween ‘two hourgauis
statoa, the reveolutlonary prolatariat indenandent of the polltlical -
regimo in its cowntry, must take tho nositiou of: "the dofeet of our:
own povernmont is the lssser evil." Is this rule net appﬁlcabla alse
tu the givil war in vhiaoh two bourgeois movarnments nié fighting one
againat the other? It is not npplicable., In o war uelwoen two bour-—
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' geois states, tho purposc is“qnéﬁof“iﬁpéridlist"ccnqﬁaé%;féﬂﬁ*ﬂbt
T s -gtruggle between dewocracy and fogeism. - In the Spauniah clvil war,
tho question involves; democragy or fescism. © ' T :

_ ‘For the oeapitalist clags the difference batween demooracy Aand.
faacism is not ‘decisive, It uses for-its own purposs’ demooXady: o _

" or ¥asoism, . depending upon ciroumsiances. Buf inr the petity-hourzscis
agents of capitalism - the leaders of the Soeial-Demooracy, N6 o
~Staliniets’ sind the anarchista L democTacy. eigniTiss whe source of their
-gxistsnce ‘and influence: ‘Tascism signifies for thom debacle and ol

__:exta;mination;'_Therrcvolutionarprrolétnr151 should not put both: -

S Pignting camps- in ihe. same hag:*-itﬂmusﬁ_usc_their,fight‘for;itsnown-;
interssts. I% can e sugcassful not by the polities of nautrality - .
but by dealing military blows to the foe number one: faseism. . .-

s . -8). ¥ranco is-an obvious, ilmmodisnte and deoadly foe, hated by - -
* the wajority of the workers and poastntis, Hezrin, 5talin, Cabalicro
“'and Company are less obvious, mors eamouflaged foes who still lead . ST
‘millions of workors and peasants. . With Franco the only wossidbleo Tight X
cds aiph sical one;: with Hegrin' a physical fight is at vresont impos- s
'51h19<539&usa.the ravolutionary eloments are in a reinority and.tha
physical-£ight, whigh is inavitable, should ba prepared Far politiecally,
The mos+t important means for this political proparavicn is w0 dendunes - .
and unmask the bad conduct of the war by the government zud to explalm ' ™.
_to tie masses that the reason for this bad conduct is the servility of
the government %o the intersats of ezpiznl. : : Sy

: 9} - Itpean te cbjectad, that the two imparialist camps {Italy
‘and Germany-on ons aide anpd. Bnglend, #rence and the USSR on the. othex)
gonduct their struggle on the Ibarian poninsula and thai the war in .

Cn-Bpain.is. only an "episode™ oi this struggle. In the sence. of a histo--
jriaal.poéaibility;'it'is“trua;'fBut'iﬁTis-impermlssihla;zo 13antidy oo
‘a: historical possibility with the actuel, concrete course .of the oivil

war todsy. The spmtorvention of the imnorialiet countries nas india~ .

. putably great influence upon ihe develooments of the events -in Spain.
But until today. it has nct changed tho Pundsmental charagter cf thess =
avents &as of o struggle between the camp of “the Spanish bourgooels. .~
jemoaracy and the camp of Spsanish fascism. _ o s T
- - 10) . If the war will continue on the anme basis, the political
diffarencé betweon the two camps oan be reduced T &Y. But it Iis.
only 2 poesibility. Untii teday it is not a fact,. It is necocssary
thus to use the situation as it ia. Yhe situation ocan ghange also in
‘snothor direction: under the influonge of tho military blows Irom -
Pranao, the Fegrin governmenti can be forscod to make more oongaessions.tol
tha workers, ns Kerensky in Auguat 1917 wader ithe blow from Eornilov.
We:will use also these concessions for hottor proparation of tie
ovorthrow of Hegrin. S e . '

.. A1)  1f Caballeros, for gxampls, would be capable of intlating _
s siriUggle ogainst Negrin, as it was hopsd by mony, we would take:the .. .
most active part in this struggle without nccoptling any political - A

- responsibility fer Cabkallexed On tho contrary, va would acause him
of a lack of rovolutionary program and of tho neoeassary rosolutaness i
the fight. But Caballerc sovardly flew nbroad from his {vpn army, the -
UGT, from the anarohiiet workers, the CHT, who hnd pughed nim on the
road of estruggle. The Tlight of this vandevlllo horo dlspeln many




... 41lusions, createa'mo:a slbow-room far the genuiha‘revblutiqnisté
-and givos the ' possibilivy during the military stTuggle zsainst Franco’’
o mobilize'ﬁhe—massas'ualiticallv-against.Hegrin.r'"' S R

N 12) TLet's take .an example: two shipe with armaménts snd

»frenitions start_from Franeo or from the U.5.: ona for Franco and

; the  other for Hegrin. VWnat should be = the abtitude of the workare?:
2o sabotage the transwori of both%?  Or only for F¥renco? - Ye are not. -

G neutral, - We will ist the ship with thes.munitions for Hegrin-Govern= .. -

U ment pass..’ e have no illusions: TFrom these bullets, oniy ¥ of every
* 30 would go against the fascists, at least one against our comrades. -
“But-ont of those maried fox I'ranco ten out of every. ten will go zgainst
‘our comrades, We are not nautral, Yo do mot Jlet bthe ship with.the - /.
“:munitions for Francc pas. "Of course, if there began.an’ e
. armed insurrection.in Spain, we would -try G0 direct the ship with' the,
~munitions into the nands of Ithe rebellious workers. But when - .o
we: 'are not that strong, we ghoose the lesuer evil., o L

13) . Will we,. Aas a revolutionary party,'ma%ilize new velwassairg,, .
for'ﬂegfin?':?ﬁ&t'wauld te to send them into the hands of the G2U. éﬁix‘
" Colleect:money for the Hegrin government? Abeurdi ¥e will -collset - o
‘money for our own comrades in Spain. If we send comradsg AGIOER,
it will be sonsplratively, for our own movement. o e
. . 14) Our.attitnds toward such committees nsg the iorth Lmerican
Comnittes for Spanish Democracy, towards meetings, trade union actions,
otc.? ‘#e will defend the idea thn2t ths trade unions should collech not.
. for the goverament but for tho Spanish trade vaions, for the workers' -
organiza%ions, If-anyone objects that the Spanish ' trade- unicn el
© leaders are connaated with. the government and that it is thus
Cimpermissible-to send them money, werwill answer by peinting to
- a simple example: ‘guring the miners' strike in Great Britain.in

“1og6--we sent money to the mirers' trade-union, the leaders of wniah
Tiwere "¢ilogely cemnected with the ﬁritish~gcvernment;-rﬁtrikenhommi;taqsm

gan he reformists; they can.betrya; they have. cormnactions with .the
bosges, But we can't avcid them g5 leng as the workers are nct capa-~ .
.bla of changing them. And . thus we send them thea monsey, with the o
rigk -that thoy will betray. the workers. We warn the workers of. this; .-
and when 1% ocgurs, we say, "iou se8, vour leadars have»betrayed-you.?-

~ 15)" The Salemme resolution esys: . - . T h
o “NThe Cannon-Schachiman-Coldman line of "preferring.a logalist .0
victory"™ is identioal witnh the approach of the Stalinizts. _This :
open degenaration intc the swamp of 'lesser evil’ Poople’s Fronbt -
politics sxplodes tho pretancoe thnt matarial. aid dees not involve: - & o
political support. «sessViorers who refuse to surrander thelx arms, that
ig, refuse to give the government military or material aid, aro shot -
by the governmont'a Stalinist Cheka,™ : o . o S

R Yes, we Know thatd our comredas are shot by the govoernmontls . -
“oheks, but to what coneclusionzx 3065 the balemme group coma? Do thsy
propose dassriion from tha loyalist army, or A military insurreotion?

If desertion, where to? Surery not into the onrbp of Pranco.. If the
government mobilizes the werikars and neasanis, wiet doos rofusal to .

givo it wilitary ald gignify? It can only signify desertion, or in- .
surrecgtion. Or 4o they meen a genorzal ptrike? & goneral strike, espo-.
giglly during s war, can only be with tho aim of everthrowing the goveTrnw |
mont, can only be an introdnction to an insurreciicn. I agreo fvlly- :

that 4f we g¢an cnll the people to insurrsation, wo musi do so. Bud -
- 8805
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TIOEMT WG 5“"1 I would lile te.kneﬂ how-FPmD*nLr-ﬂvs thn 311amwe-ie“
~ments in- Snaln- ‘if.4ts resoliution was writtan for Spain and not for .-
“the - political satisfaeotion of the arthor, If we ask the soldier. ﬂOt_l

G0 fight, tnen we must ask the worker (who by rorklng the muniticns
- Tagtory givas’ "waterial i a&id"™ o thé loyalist gov ernment) not o [

L werlk,” -But-1£, ‘as is the case, We are not sirong. ensugh now-to; ssiza powe

~ws must in a military manner fight against Zranco in the nater*al
&Jcondltions ‘devermined by the relationship of forcaes, ‘while at the sama
Itlme Eo“ltioqllv wa prenara for the 1nqurract10n aaainst Hegrin.‘

16) Thejr raﬂolntlon furthur states: e
“Revo$ut4onary workers must not become- aafeﬂda“s o;-? hoqubois_

'550vornmunt- they gan dafsnd only & workers' novarhmenu.~ ‘On - the other-,-’

hend, they must. becomd ravolutionary defeatlsts ‘only in an iﬂper*algst

'i_clasn.: The ¢lass interests of the proletariat in the Spanish oivil- War'

“demand that revolutionists mot only mvoid, but glso trhp@1e again%ﬁ all
'“nrograms ca];xnn for revolutlonary &efeatlsm cr defeneism.

: But tha war agajnst faacism_*s not only a def@nce of tha. Zagrin _
govarnment.‘ ¥le have' our worxers’ organizations. " In hnain, esnooia¢;J._;
in Cayalonisa, there jis socialized property, col]eot;viﬂed farme.s . The: . -
Hogrin . government ig against that but so far it must tolﬂrata 1%, We'
must defend thaae connuests azainst Prenco. S LT

: 17) “Yhe Salemma resolutlnn says:
o “In no eage must revolultionists ralsa slogans calling for J&bo-
‘tage 0f the: mllwtarv gtruggls against frenco, to . do this wou;u Le"
81lip into the_no tlon,af rﬁvaluuionar" defestism.”

This’ announcement apeaks for itssli. lhése "re?olutlorl ta I
. are.so vevolutionary . that they faeel condamnad by their ovwn position and.
sproclaim that they will nét ecall for "sabotzge of the mzlitary siruggle’
agairst Frango. Is. this assursnce ot & bit,..humilixating for these.
- "revolutlonlsts“m ~Fyzmie Hot less interesting is the fact that the P
anthors speak only against "sabotage™ -of the Republicsn army. Do they . -
‘8tand for the sabotage of the Franeo army? Are tha authors for sabotaue% :
in the Taseist army? Why do they koep silent? This "ommission'" is very
_gharacteristic for- the whole position' of the group under .the covar of ~ .
vohement expreasions and tserribly radicsal formulaa, they -try. to concaal
“the lagk of gonfiderice in themselves, That is no% surprising. The
sghool of purely formal intransigeance is condemned at every slep.to close
its syes to raalltg, and whnon a pupil of such & scheol fccidentally .
- opens his eyes, he becomes &n onnortunlat. de nov hava such & etr;klng
: eynmp;e ‘in 5elgium witn comrado Ver. :
18) me Salemms. rosolutlon fursther Latad- o :

. “"The Socaial-Dehmocrats who crlmlnally preferred the vilciory of"
Hindanhurg to tnat of Hitler, and got both, or the Stalinists who preo-
farrad Roosavelt 1o Landon, pre mo mars po*itically dagonerste than the
Cannons - to Schachtmans who prefer the victoxy of the \agrina over the -~
Cennons and Schoehtmane who prefer tho victory of the {lezrins. ever the
@rancoa and will et eiuhor Mogrin military dietatorship or a dcgrin-
franco truce

The CLVil war bhetwoen Hegrln-franco dovee not signify the sane
thing as tha sldcteral competition of Hindenburg-Hitler., It Hinden-
turg had entered into ~on open military fivht sgainat Hitlar, then kin-
- denburg would have hoen 2. "lesser qvil 4o do net chooaa the
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the "vreater evil“, we’ choose tha "1esse“ evil“' But Jindanhurg
‘ wasg: not-the “lesassr avil" -- he- 2id not go into open warfare against
. Hitler; the Social Democrats hoPsd for that -= that was stupildsi-- bat -
“that.was nos the aBse. " But nere’ we do have-z. warof the: Soelal. Demecratc

- against ¥agcism. Yo have supoorted Hindenburg wga*ns+ Hitler meant o

givesun: polltical indeveridenge. fere’ 00 wWe do not support Hegrin:
'poli*ically. If we would have a member-in the Cortas, ‘he would:vote::

against. the' milltary budget of Hegrin. We sharge Hegrin with the poli=
ticel resnonslh11lty for ths conduct of thexnwar.- But. at the' same- tima

'ifde must rapulﬂe ﬂhe fascist hordes untll the moment whan we ou*selvag

cgan-take -into our hands the econdust ¢f the war,' o affirm that to-

']fight togather with the - Hegrin forces against Pranco.is the sems a9
‘o vote for ‘Hindenburg againgt Hitler is an cxpr0831on, I-am sorry e gay
of "a: aort of so-callad, "narl:umenta;v cretinismo® . The war aqalﬁst fasaian
oan't be rTesolved by pariiamentary means because Tapeism 1sdn- Aargy

-of. rsaction that can be crushed only bJ force. Fhat's why W ware: arainst

. the wolicy of the Social DJemoo¥ats in Germany -— the purs wmarilismentery

*‘ccmhinat*un with Hindenburg against Hitler. 'We ¢allad for the craation of'

workera? . miliflas. etec. But hers we do ban= a. Tight Againat fascism.’: -

"It is true that -the general staff of the "demoex Ptlc"'qrﬁj ig capeble of
j*tomo“row m@klns a trace with France. Sut it is not a fackh. tUl&J-'Wiﬂd wa
"san't overleok. tha rsal avents..-*ac4lcally wae must use the var of fhe .
rapublicans against the Ffascists for the purnecse of = strategical aim:. -

=thBTOVerthrow of the ezpitalist regime. : e

19) ”he Salowme rascluticn bu&tGB‘ ) ' . i
"Sannon and Schaahtmnn say iy the. Pienum ienort July 50- e inoeVG*

: would,_Lo exampls, rofuse to "supyort™ the rovornment in whe war against
"the Farclsts by s9u ch materinl aid .as £1 shifing id the Toyalist'Army, would'
be oriminally remiss in Lis eleomentary prolesarien duty." {our) emsphas
Wle aask Cannon-Scaachiman: Hare the revolutionary wzrkers of’ ba*a’onls
who fought ageinst tha encroacnments of bourgacis military dlecipllne—u-
whé~2 lgu-hE~asninst -~fho~onavenekEanta- e——ﬁ&df?e&:B—Frl’v&fhu_WQTB they
remiss when thoy refusad to give arms,. thit is meierial aid, to the
bourgeois LOT&lluu BTMYTeaesl?aTa Lbe* Eculﬂh then as szents "sf. the- 5ih

- EEiynmr cblumn, og Burnham accused . us o neting when W c;u%ed to Jiver
military aid t¢ the Popnler Eront?" . o - - :

- . bBvarything hare 1& nus in %he same hago The Cataionian. warkors
fought against the governmeut on Nay 3-7, ' Hot coniseiously but 'in- " 1--
stinetively: they fou ~ht for pewer, which could give tham the ovblhiliuy
the batter to continue the war aTa uuj?rauec. -But -they t”lﬁd Whis w;tbnuf
ths negessgary revolutionnry leadarship and thay wers de’a“ted._ ow )
they arve ton timis wenker than bofore thse ¥ay events. Dhe workers: now
aslt:. That shdula we éo now, ot in the Lronx or IZanhottan DUt in Spain?
Try-to overthrow Negrin by insurrediuion?  But we nre:too weak, we ara

nov disarmod. fna Soiemme group will engwoer us with cur ovm_wo“ds- )

¥ou mnet prepare the masss:oc politicslliy for the future overthzrow of |

the Herrin govarnms2nt. Good. 4ut this reguires Hims, and masanwnile
Frando is spyprosching. Should we not try to erush him? : .

“Mhe slogan "Helithar victory anor defaat” or "We are neithﬂ“ dnfujuiqtv
or defeatists" Ls faelss from = principle point of visw and pornicious T
politically., It is devoid 9of every azitational valuwe, Imagine o revolu-—
_tionist standing hetwgen two eamps of civil wer, with 2 banner; Ieithar
victery nor dsfent. This is & slegsn for a club of Rdkn Pontius Pillataes,
not for o revolutlapnyy porty. Ve are for tha defornes of the workers!
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organlzatlons ‘and tna Gonquﬂbhu “of R voluvtion:
"Safansista™.. The Mdefeatisis" are. Regr n-Stalin.
partioipate-_n the struggle against Franoo as. the
8a me'time ‘in the. intereste of the . vieciory over. fa3019m,_
r the.’ social-vavolutﬁon and we prepare Tor the.overithrow of the'dSLeatist
#_grin. Only suoh an’ att*tuﬂe can g*ve ug - an approan. i

kb AR

Tbis is a: soanograpnlc ocount of tbe
AnEwers Gomre&e Crux delivered in. unglish
46 a.series of .quegtions put So.him: by
Amarican comrades rogarding tha. bpanlan ;
aituation. In view of the faot that: wﬁm“Bae :
Uprux does nct have a free cowmand o the” hnrli h
language, it is very:-likely ithat thare B9
"rough adgas" snd that it 1aakd the precislon
"of expression that would be the’ ca&a had~i*
baen snokan or wr:tten in Russian.




