
Th~· lle\·:s. \ie_ ha.Ve here of the ~1o-st 1."cce{l.t eVents i.s nO-t only- inC6w.pJ:Er~e 
~':;(·~~·······:~;~t --_is·· intenti_OnEllY·-.di stv:.:tcd.. Undc~ .:-::!c~e c:onC.i tion£ ,- the. conclneions--· .. 

we formulate mm have only a hypothBticel c.ntl :-=>rovision£~.1 cho?.rc~.cter. 

!t seer.1e that t~1e insurrection r,as 11 s6ontv.neoue 11 . in chare.cter, _ tb3:t 
.is;_ -it' ~o-rOke Out- unexpet.d;\~d Uy t'i1e .lee.d.e:;:s: i:u.clt<.di·!-;.g tho ne ·of the- POU':! ~ 
This· :fact e:J.one shov;s what c:·.n abyos ilaci been dug Uet\7een t~.~.e a:na:rchi_.st 
and POID!. _leaders, ·on the one ·siO.e, ·ant'i. the·"\Yorkins-_ma-sses on t!:lc _otb.e:r_. 
The conception p:ro!)C>.'3'J?.ted. ·uy Hin t!l2.t Hths· :Droletariat ce.."l. ;"a.ke 

, through _peaceful_ !:!E:e.nsn 1ms 1)een p::.·oven ?.lJsolutely .f~'.lse. f:e k11.o-r. 
··or.·~J..r..:of;t'nothing-:· of the-_renl !lOsition of. t-he P_OtJl..! at_.the· tirue_ o-f. the 
-insurrection-. But .we C.o :i.Ot believe in i:li:rr~cles~ The position· of:- the-··--:· 

"e_E!~ders of'' the 'POtJ1,t a~ ·the C:.eciSive ;.llO•_:lent T.:!USt ·na.;.ve Oee:l_ e. simp~ e-.- CQ_n;;;-:" :. 
·"·', ,, •. tinuat?-.-on· of their .position {~uring all the .rn:ceding period. "lfo:re:-exac.t~y; 

"it- is-~;ceciae13' in F. decisiv-e n:ocient t.h?.t -the inconsiBte;'!c~r o:f ~-eft · '·._;. 
:_oe::."ltl"ism t:i.Ust·- be t·eveoJ.ed in· the- most E~tr.il:::iug e..nd t:r?~gic ll'ashion. -·Suc_lC 
.1'_1&8, for e;=~ple,. ·t:hu _:r:~:te _o:f Esr_tov· in tbe. events of 1905 and 19~7· .. -.·. 

· _ ~n in ~ur ~\m -j~r;n};?: the:.-e :i.s often· fo 1 ,,· -~- -"'<.'l.lse .idea o-i"-_ ~{ar~~o:V·-"·~~-~ 
a x'eyteSentatJ.ve ol J.eft cEmt·rie::::l. In ·nis c_ ticisfl o:f the Ke;r-ei~GJcy-:- · 
Te_eretelli-Dan -ret;icte, j.!ax.tov ·came close to· tjle - .~..sneviks. _ In x~dicali_Sln. 
of cziticisnl a..:"'ld l~.::rfSenes~_--.perspecJ;_il.t-e-~·:t.o~t;::a:i!U eu~G.Ssel.i_ tb.e __ .-

- edi "!;_ora ·of. 1!Le. :Sa tall~ .u· •- in th..V . .fi£ciC2ioth@:_2f,. i'~. c. one. ciot't~p.ess/ he. ~~t~E";.,y_s_·_ 
hoped to convince his e.dve snzoies and not to oppose th~ ,proleta:riat_ · tq tl?-e,--, 
class enemy. Thr~t is nhy, at the moment _\'ihen the wcrker'3 pn.s"sed oYer- to,-: 
ac~ion: Martov, f~ightencd Oy~haxshness of the etrusgle 
tO play ·::;11e role, not of a ~_o:f reVolutionary action, 
for the .. defeated L1ass2s. Fortuna:tely, nt the lei't vf lfartov 
reyolutiona..ry party-·_ that :me-.7 tvhat 1 t wanted. 

The si tuo.tion in Spn~11 is ve1·y di_i'fere:tt. The lead.ers~lip 
~:-a.pper-..red to .the massee- up to ye2terdttY to -~Je the e;:pzession of 
:t"esolute tendency. The working-cln.s~ __ vansus.I'd, at leo.st in· Ce.tal6nic:.~ took 
th~ -por.ru: literature very scr.iOl.:ely. Bu.t jur:t at ""'.;he r.aoment ·uhen- tl'!G- . · -·.-

·masses prepared. to !M.::.tc!"ialize thie criticj.Em iJy action, th·ey :found ,them­
selves practically,decra.;-"Jit:-:ted. \7<?~s it- othc1:wiee at the tiue of the· J.ri.st. 
inS".l:rrection? I fero· not. 

or-"\'J&s tlh3 ml.re.e:le ~::.erh~p:: :::.I'uC:.rced in epi·~c of ·cvcr:;-·thins;,- ~nd diC.- > 
_the pressure o! the uu.sst'~ s- i::.~:)o ee on l}in a Bol·ehevi1;: po si tionr The:t would 
indeed be ma2-nificent, r.nd -r.e r:ou.ld. ::ejoice here :?.t the ;.JOGei!)ility o:f 
_cara:non war~-: ':Vi th Hill on the 1>C~.sis of new hi sto:ric experiences. Eut until­
·ner. word co:nes, ·n-e Go not i1::".V~ the lr..et 1·eason to cl'!tme;e our eetir.1::-.te oi' 
the official lJOliciez of the POU'.J. · 

'ii ll<?~t Ooe:z -the v.:r.,J.istice in Bnrcolcnc., o~ ~·,·ldch tile ce.blee speak, 
mec.n: the dc!'egt o:r t!:e illstn·,:::cntG, ueterr,;incd £1.1)0 1.'C all ·c:y the incansiS.:.. 
tency of the leo.derehip, or the Cirect cepitult•.tion of the len<le:rs, 
!'rightened. by Ghe. p:r.essu::""c cf ~.:lte :M=tsses? ·,:e C.o n·ot l::-tlCi\7 r!.e yet. ~.,or 
the mon.ent the etrnf?:€le secus to l)e cc:1tin.uing outside !jarcelone-.. Is P. 
ne~':' rcsa~:r:-Jtion oi' the oifeneivc in :Zro.roelona 7)0SG1Ule? ·;!ill rot the 
re?re~eio!-.:. on til!! :;w.rt of' the St1:_li::~i~t-1·efo:r~'1iR-"'i:: scura ··~·ive .ft. nm;t iu_pulec 
:to t!le action of i:he' nlt!~t:!eei i;t:: :t'uf':n·.in "!'rui..~ !_::.rcc'.ictinr; hc~e fo~ _lftVk 
of aocurP_tc i:1fOl"!llation. Criticiel<: of the leuders·i'J.i9 in f'.ny case ret~ins 
its decieivo il:tportnnce, t:ht".te"'ler :.:ny i)e tite i:t •.. ·edir~tc cotn·Ee of P.Ve-ats. 
In ep!.te l1f m..:.nbztilan u~ the t;dP.tc>_kes t'l.l'ld \7e:::.1:neEecs of -the i_nsu:r~ection, 
we reu\ldn bci'o:re the ou.tsidc oiorld ir:.C.issoJ.tti.)ly ·..:;ound to the 6.r::fer_ted. 
r.n:;:lce:re. ::~ut tjlis ~-~o-et-J -~·w-t :::.ee.n r.;~_x_._I'i.n~:; the 1c2.ltcrship, "::idin.r; i te 
incol1sietrmcy, r:nd ::cc.p:i.lY: f~il·:~:nt ~.!.'i.iou.t itR ~detP.!-:es i..'!.n6.er ~;he p=ctc:~: .. ~ oi 
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It eeems very pToba"ole that this impressive e1::poxiHihce v.-ill ;:.revoke 
a .. snlit in _the POtr.:.i. 'fhe e~e •. 1ents tllat excluded ·the Trots1.-yists 'Bnd:-· 
frateJ:nized with .the Bran.alerist [lnd S.A.P. le!Hle:rs"---- t1'le caet-_of:f. 
·rubbish o:f Stalinism :-- will defini te2.y betrf'.y the revolution· by· seeking:. 
t1;.e. mercy: and. then- the f(;:.v_or of the 1:oecol7 bu:::e_e..ucrrLCY. On ·the_ other· 

-__ ,hand~- the revolutiona:ry elements t:mst under::t:c:.nd· that there ie -no· 
·intert.lediri.:ry ·uetTieen .. .;he li'onrth Interne.tional end ~et:rayal. To :f·a·ctli~-­
_ts.te and accele:ritte this political ·dif'fnreri·Gie.tion, '"our ci-iticimJ.·_~:_shOuld 
'be_·f:ra.nk-, open a.nd even iMplac:?.ble. In the f'iret !)lc:.ce,' :ill---our··~---_· - ·, 
.comre.dee:l- l!l~st -nnde:rs"!;·aild the inconsistency of .the :POlicy_ o:f passive 
indvJ_genc_e · · llb1tN: sanctioned- by our _:friel}.dn Victor_ Serge, SJ;lce'vliet·, 

-~Vereecken a.TJ.d. Othel.'S .. ile must know how_ to clravr f:::oru great-- events B.J.l< 
<-the_ -·cq~clusions _nec'ef?Snl."~ to prepare the future. · · --· 

--The_ nO.lo~.,._ -.;\;h' th -,p "'-" --"'--~- ~Y, l9l2) is -t:oo e,.riC.en:~---~_o·r 
dwell-- on _.. tua. t:i.USt _be emphc~_siz_ed is- a·bove·- &.11 _the differenc.e·e·· 
POU'::! ___ st_ill' rerD.C::ins .. _a CP;.talan o':groliza"tion.· Its· leaders })l"ovent'ed 
time. entry into --the.- Socialist party, coye:r ing tl:ei:.· -:f:und~en"~Js.J. mm•ox·t,m'­
ism with a sterilb intransigence.. It is to be hoped,_ hovle..,rer, 
evente in Cata2onia will produce :f"issul·cs c~nd splits in:. the·rrm.l{s 
Socialist !)e.:rty and .the U.G.'£'. In this c.;~se it vrou:ta be ie:tal to 
confined within the carl1·es o:f the PCU:!. which ooreover \"illl be ·tilucil::. 
reduced in the \7eeks to CO!!Ie.. It is neBessa:ry cto turn towards the ' 

·anarchist masses in Cat:tlonia, .. towarc~s the Socie.list __ ffid Goi!lln.unist masse 
eleevrhere·. It is- necessf?.r:l to t1•y to JIJ::-.ke up ·for lost -time.'- :A cell. or· 
five revclut~onists in tl:-.c Sociu.liet p;,:-.:rty or iri the· of.ficie.l army. ie 
~uch- mor.e important thrm n, grou? of ten: or t-..:-euty ;-:-o:rkers sepnrat~d · 
from the masses. It ~s not r!. <:uestion of' ;n~eser-.rins the- old' external 
forms, ~out of cxeating ncr.: poi:-tts of su_?port :for- t'.!.!e future. 

· __ ,,- If the:- defea.t is severe (end we_ cannot aer.sure its eeveri ty frottl' 
.here)_, it. is fe..:r :frm11 'being definitive. Hew elements in SpE' .. in ·itsel:f 
or in France ccm deteJ.•minc c. nc,-.- revoluticn8.:!.'Y upswinr;. 

It is oe~tainly i.;ery d.ii"f.'icul t to ~')rediot, especially- from afar, 
\"Then nnd.· how tiie Spe.uisl: -O·;'tl)t:-a:r will -CO>:.lC._ HoboC.y cnr.., in- any cA.oe, 
affi-rm in e.clvance thr.t the rrJvolutionary fol·ce cff -t!J.e ad~ixe..ble 
Iberian p:roletc.riat is e:-:ho.usted. }1ut t'::l !)J:•Jpu.re fo:· October,-. -the_ 
l"evoJ.utionary VRng'l!~->.l"d !Just ·be: :fore·warned n~;u.inst everything that is 
ambiguous, confused, anG: ·equivoc~l in ·".;he u:_.;per layer of the proJ.e.­
taria.t, nh.tionr..lly and in"!;ernc.tiont1.lly. He \"iho does not have cour::t.ge 
to oppose the Fourth Intcrnationrtl to the Seco!lll anti the Third uill 
never iur..·e the cou'l'r~Se to len{. tile ,·rorl:e:rs in ".:he C:,ecieive co:-r:~bats ~ 
He who reuc=.lns connected \'.~1 -tll _the Brmd.lc~·s, ti.w 8 .. .A. P .. ;.JCOl)le, the 
Ha.xtons, t'ht: Fenner r:roc::·,::>..ys, cr:n on:-:..y ·i;ct.:r.·n.7 th0 :;.l·oletr-.. rjot on tho 
ver:y eve of the c-:::~ibt.t o:· ~:u:·in:_::;- "tlle c.:~ •. ~·iJ:J.t. The r·~Jcric.n v:or1cers 
sho'...:1d iJe !.tP .. :.~c ·to · .. u'li."ttil·Gt~ nU noYr tllc.t the ::o;:m.r-tn !ntCJ:nr-:tione.l ::wv.ne 
the scientii'ic fll'O!:~r~;l o:f. ~:110 POCifl~ l"C\rnlutiOi.1., co~;:'it'.cnce in the 

·maeees, :;1istrust of "..:lw c,~ntrist"::'! o•~ e-vr;::..-;: e"tr"'-!lf.l, ro,nC. tb:. will to 
lee.ll the- r;t:z.·us;:lc ~-a ":;h~ vc~:t er:..t.L 

E~-Y 12 ,_ 1B37 
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·' ?0 AlJL ORG.\DI::A':'!O~iS JtDUhrtiHG 

TO THE F'l}(Jil'i'l! IIITt':FJiA'rlOHM .. 
- ·fc._~-~ 

'!'& ":'BST 0'5'1 I!r~~AS! A:·m OF 1H11IV!~U~\Lg­
THH01JG}-l ·9-11'." -Et':);::cU:'t·!JIUV" Ol~ 
SFl1.NIS~I REVcrJ1i¥i mi, · -~ 

,·>/' 
The Spanish· reyoJ.utioll. has in the ~.Jyr;s of n,c!vr•.ncoli Yiorka:ri~·_ 

enormoUs Sirrn:1:f1oahc~, n~>t on:!:y as~nn: historical' BV~~n~ or 9l'"ir·~'-~ . .--
1-znortl\nO{: ~rt al.so ns ~- scho~ _o.£. rn'Jo1.utionury _ntr<!.te;y_._ _ ld.ens 
,F-nll · ind1vl.liu5.1e _n.:ro_. 'being mlb:d.:tto~l to nn 07..ceptionr,_l~y i:":;.pox-t::-..ntt __ . ____ _ 
one_ ;r· ... ~v ·any an infnlliblc, test. It is nn ob1ir;n:t1on for mrer-1 ae:c:1obs 
jJp..:rx1at to._ study not o:tly the events- o-r thf;! :rc:roJ.t.t.tion,. but al.so _ 

. the pol:it_icG..l. positi()n·a which R:r._e "tnk.en in ou~ m_m rnn.ks -oy various 
groupe nnd iaolatcd militants -r,.th -rC·:'?Jrd .to -the __ Spgnisb evonts. 

Com. Vc~ nnd Com; sncevli~t 

In tllis :letter I ,_,o•lld ~ilcc to _due:l.l On a. pnrti.m.tlul.~ c;-..sC but 
one that is instrt:;,ctivc in t}H~ hir?lcst de~ee: to oxnm.ine the positioh -
of' Com. Ver,--nn~ o:f- the cH .. r,~c-ting' t:lilita.~to oi" ou_t"Q3Cirr;;1£?Dsection .. _ Ve:r~ 
OAV'lE Th~ i1'S'PORT o:r '.lltr~ ·~pn.nis11 ~tcat1on n:t the occtrfiffCn. tbc Cen~:t':U. 
Commi ttec o:f the Sncinl Hovolution.n.:rv Pnrt~; hcJ.d a..t 'the ond of June 
t1:ie yea-r. "the. l'eoord of' 1tin :!"eport: ·.pU1Jl1shcd in the intornn_l Bulle:t1l 
of' the !34 __ r:;ie. !!eot~.on 'fo:r:- .Tune-Jul.y, ie oxtrm:1els ohort, pcrb.ape-~5 -
tines n ·1•:_ .. , bnt it gi-ves nnve:rthc~eos n. _o~enx enough :r;icttll."e o:r Com. 
Var• t3 L1 tnkea,.. mistnkes tbat n-ro n.R dnngnrona .f'ol"C.•ttr Bill.r;;ian secton :; ' 
as :for the '<'7hol.e Inte=ntion'll. · 

____c015:-8llecv11)), head of the Tn.ttch R. 3. A. P. , 'lmn Uacn in cO!~p:Lete. 
solidari-ty, ns is iffio't".IV, uith the policy o:f the P.O~U.H. and hn:a taua 
ebo\!11 c~en.rl'y to wha.t P.xtent he hne bcco;:'"le depnrnted fro::-!· revolutil.)nnr".f 
l!arxism. Con. Ver'e cnse is some'r1hnt {11i'£e't"r.nt. Ver -io mora co.utious 
Hie arf;UI.:lcnta, in the pn.At ne >'Tell. ne no-;-t, n.rl~ ain~ed ';'fi th roocrvn.tione: 
"on the one hand''. "on the other hf!nd"• -H.!": occupies t71"th rmtn"l"cl to·-_ the 
'PCUH 11 "critinn-1 11 pnai-tinn, bo:rror.in!"t nuacrous n.:rgtwwnts :frm•~- Our cO~-mn 
nrnenn~ .- nut :fll:lc"lno":lentf'..1ly ll'~s ~~:position ts \;:nch i;1ore lilrelY to 
brin~ oon:fusion 111-t~o ouT Tn.nko t. ·.:. on1tion of an:::~. Snoev~it. .:&'or. 
tl·d..e ::en eon 1 t ic noccnH!tr~r .tn enbr:1.it t~H~ concc::r'Gione of "'/e"r! tC\ crire±Ul 
c:ri t1o1 sm~ 

Ontimiotic fnt:-!lio'~l. n fpn~c o·f cn~tr,!<Jrtt. _ 

Vcr g-n.vn hi a 1''1?J0r"t bo:fo:t'e the en\ shin.':, of the FOU!.t Dl"Hl- bef,"'re 
the vl1e rU'JfUlS:-Jit!o.tion of :1. t2 h<~r-1-d t1,- tho -nree!rtn o1' Stalin in S11a1n 
~.Antcm:>v-0Vsc~n1:o nnrl a-there). ·,;f'! \:!:11 do:foncl -tho r.:1'Jmory of l!in n.nd 1110 
cbrJ:paninTls i::l:;~ . ..,_c'c'.b1y !".:.c:nin~-t. -thP.> lJl.anUoro o1' ~1w ncoundrcls in Hoaoow 
nnd ~lsr~~··i1ere. But t:he t~a;:::ic :fate oi" l1in cnn.Ttot chnnr;c O'-U" F0111;1cnl_ 
c~ti::.c.t::~~, dic"tnt!!d h.v t.ho 11istoricn.l intcrerrt.fl o~.' tht! l':::-olntc:rit\t 01d 
1'ot 'b:,r s~~rt:Ln~ntn'J cnnoii\C"'("n.ti,mo. -

l''o:..--- n lone~ 1·ir.w· CorJ.. 'fer 1u:.~: br:t!l\ C()dl1lf:~-el~· n1et:~.ken in hie 
ev·•lunt1on of tl>.t'! P')U:i, "'!;hini:in:~ t.!l!d; nn:lnr t~H .. ;--,r-on!:'H!'O of cvcnte tl1j.s 
pnTt·.~ ";1'0'l.lld, t.<:r-J t,) :o·~-Y!n1c, ~·vol ve n n,it't.-:-,!'1n:t ic~::.ly" t('Y,!I.l::..,d -!-1w l~!.'t ttl\(\ 
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t'hn.t Ot'-~ poliGY- in Spnin woul.d be limite:l to n Uc:t-1ticn~'1 
w..tpport of 

the POlPJ.. "Svents have p1.:oso'lutoly d1ep;covct1 -th1.B i::.tcliS"tic- ·ahC. ·o:pt1--
._-m1st1c p~oe;nosia, ext:rer:u_,l-:;• chnrn..cterist1c of Cent::oist, but by no meo.ns 
l!a=iet, thi>!king. It ia <moue;h to recall here thn.t th1 s oru>c fntr:LL1st1c 
optimism 1uibuad 'th'J ~ho1o !JOlicy of" the i:'Ot.TU, .whose direction. h .. ~d D.da.I)ted 
1 tsel:f to the ru1a.rcitist l.cn.d.cra, in the hope thn.t. t11ey tvO'ltld ente:~::_ U\tto~·­
mo.tically the pnth of the proletnrio:n rovoJ.ut1on, just ne Vor ilsd ndnpted 
himself to the lenders of the POU1l. All these expect~.t5.one uere COUP.let""""·· 
ly destroyed: events hurJ.eu the anarchist lcadt>rs, ae "ell as· the leadCTo: 
o:f' the 1-"'0ill!, no~G :to the ].eft 'but to tha right. lnotead._ of openlY--recOg· ~: 
ni~1ng "!:he ~nl.o.eneas· of hi.s po!.icy, Vcr ~r1ee to paau cwO:r mn~repti t10u~ 
~Y 'to a nm1 position, disting"\liahcd t?o<n· thn.t of' t;te day ba.!o:re __ onl.Y: by 
an even fP:C::nte:r confusio11. -

Q!~B]~g.c~.zntion o~ the P01fli 

"In distinction to -tho c.l!. T. nncl tho ~'.A. I., -ahio~ b.n.v~-- oxisted 
:for dooz:ens of yenrs!1 - ·a.:> Ver bcg1:ns his :report - "the Poug -is reC.er.t_. 
hctc!"Ogcncm!s, it.A l.oft u1ng is weak." This d~s~r1ption Tep!"eBents fi 
radical condc=tion not on:ty of tlle pos1t1im of SnecvJ.1c"t, but n.lao of 
.. rer' a own p'!'C\"ious position. FoT' _"\7hcre 1a tho promised e·~.toJ.uti.on- _t.o-;ra:rd 

_the lci't7 At the snl!le tine th1r:; .cha:racter1znt1on of the POU!~ is pu:rnose-
ly vo.~e. The '''left ~-rin:; 1 a ;rcn.l:". 'rho \':Ord "lcft11 i:lcnns rioth1ncr lu __ 
tbis contaxt~ la he rcf'erJ:in~ ·to the Har~<1st f'ro.ction- of the YOW~ 0'%' 
to tl1e l.eft centrist fraction? Vcr intcntionel.J.y ~efrn.!.ns :f'rom 
ans;verinc; thi.s question. '.7e will. P..ns&er fo:e hio: . no l:ill.~i_s~ fraction 
am,. r:onsPqUP":.oe.:s,. since the e:-:.c'l.usion of the "T-rotel.'Yitcs"', has exit~tcd 
in the POlTI.~.- put even t.hc ~ef-t f:rnot1on of' the centrieto in .'f1ea1-;:. -:on 
tb1s-·po1nt Ver io 'l."ip;ht. ·nut t]~is r:cn:le only that ~:f-tcr s1x ycal"G -o:f_ cx­
p~r1ence in the revo~11til.ln the poJ.icy o:f tho ?Otll1 1a llotcrmine'l t>y 'Ghe 
ric,ht ccntri ets. Such 1 s the unvarnished +='!9"*T · tr17:th. 

· Co~. ""lc~ u c~i ticizpe_n the POT'n.i 

Un17 let 'lle bear how Vc:::- crl tioizoa the -FOUH: 

"~.~1ata1::ee cf the POU!..~: rr.l.J.yin~ to the People 1 s :F'Tont_ o.t "tlte 
ti::ne of the el.octions. They repaired this orro:: on the 19th of ,Tul.y. by 
armed stru(Y!.lee- Anoth~:!: 1~iatnk'H paTtioipation in thf'l 0QV8l"lJ.ruent and 
the dissolution of tho CO::l!!l.1"~tcee. But nftcr thO"Y hn.<l come out oi" ·t11e · 
govcrn::1ent n. c~n.:rifir:r:.ti0n tool: pl!ncc in the T'Otr.i. n 

A11 this .rc:-.11nt1e onct nt: first glnnoo, of lillrx1Gt cr1tic1eo·. 
Aotnn1.J.y, VeT uses ster1J.izcd :f:o~.~r-'ents of' llarxist criticism not to 
unveil --bnt on tha cont:rn~ to r.l!'iSk the opportunist: tnotics ot the l'QUH-
nnd his om1. Above nll one io otrtlck b·· the f.r;.ct that i'o-r- ou-r cr1't1o it 
1e a question o:f 1so1.n.tecl 11 ~J1.:Jtn.l'::es11 on the pnl"t of tho l'OUH n.Tld not. of 
n !1a.T~1st npp:rn.isul cf thc1:r ;;-hol.e policy. Th~.!l"e cn11 -bo Uoistn1:esK in 
an~' ()l"r;tl'l1:::~_t1on. !.!nT':{ "OadC ;:1intal:oo, Lenin tJnde rnistn~ao_, nl.ec, tho 
Bolshevilr !m.rt··: nft :"".. •:1hnlc. nut these ::11stc.kcs \7ero corrected i.ll time, 
tl1nnks t'o the rtccurno'~ of the !tt!l.do.r:lentnl. lin!!. For the- POUH it iA--n 
question not o:f 1aolntcd 11 :.;ieta1:c!1" but o! n fundo.t:lcntn1'~11nc \7l~1oh is 
non-rovolutionn.r_;, ccntria'!:, -th':'_'t i'.'! +., ~n:r nRGI'!ntitillJ~ (J}'l'?Ol·tuniet. In 
oth,.,.r wo-rdo, :f'oT' n T'C\''olutinn~T.'-1 ;,n.rty 11 n,.s~.l.kcs '1 n::t.~ t!to exoeption; for 
the Pt'Stn.! thA ~xception 1a a !'n~-: 1ncln.tml ntl~!"nct atc!)S•; 
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t.1o1p;;;tcd in the- ur.11ed. etr.1gr;le.. of r.n\n:'Re! Only u. oolm.tel."-zevolut1on.a:c7~ 
or:;an!z11tinn umtld }l..~ .. J'c been nbl.c not to_ P~'t'ticipate in t111s st~le, 
tthioh cotrroTiscrl the who~c pzo~otn.:r1nt: none of ue, ~'bvioueJ.y, llas B.') · 
un1'1.Pie~~ th pom: Bt.lt how could. ''c.rticinutioh in .... he strug-g1e of the 

!ila~mel!!, ~" in thoE:c dn.ys 1c>poam\ th<'ir policy on both the anm-ohiata md 
tiil! the socialists a a _"i7ell. as the Po1ffii_ats, 11 rc_pn1r the error" of pa:rti--
cipn.tion in tha Peop~n' e F:ront? Pcrhnpa the POUlt ph.."Ulgcd- the fu.."'ld2..."16ntli 
direction o~ it.a policy? 11ot at 8lll Tho !ltrttggle of the J.Sth of: July, 
in spite o~ the real victory of the r.orkera, ended i<> the tl!nbiguity of dud 
powel:' onl.y becnttac no organization bnd the ncceesary _clenr-hco.dedneeS and 
oournge to carry the, strugg~e thrOUgh to the end. The pnrt:!.cipntion'_ of-. 
the POUJI 1n tbe ?eopl.e' a I•·ront \"ine mt r-, fo:rtuitous r._mstnke'1 .. but the 
infallible sinn o:f its opportunist oh=noter.. In the July dnys only the 
externnl situation had chnnged, but not the centri:Jt cr~-ractcr __ of' "the-
party. '!'he POUi.! adnpted 1 tself to the electoral. roccbnniem o:f the P<•opl.e.'s. 
Pront. The 21gza.g of ~ent:riem to the left oor.~pl.etcd its z1crza.g t.o- tho· 
Tight,, but in no r.ny r~pai:rs ·it. 1m~. 'du?.ing .1te z:!.'gzart. tc th.":! left the 
POUH hold !7ho~ely intnct" its hybrid poe1t1on and 1Yl"1Jcisely in doing this 
prepn:red the cn.tnetropbe~:f the fntu:re. · 

Tho nrp.•tic~npi;ion in -t-he rroverm11ent 

fiKJ.•he othor oistnke'' - BP.yn Ver - n'i~-as the pari:icipation in the 
~o:vernment n\ld the di asolut1on of t.he comoi ttees~ n . '7!1wro coul.d this 
~other mietako" b!\ve cone i'~·om, 1f _participation in the July insurTec­
tion had "!'epnired" the previous :false policy? AotuaJ.ly, participation· 
in the goi:rern.."D-e 1:i 713.8 a. no-;; zigzag that spl."r.tng· f-rom the centrist nature 

. of the p.a.rt.f. nr:1. Snrmvlie~..]Ja..s..J! tten ·tllPt he ttuncler ..... , s" t is :pa.r-
.-..±1 c~tion. AJ..a.a, u.s am. tt~.tous "for..1u. we .lta.t Sneevl1at dooe 
·not .understand the ln;:p.e of' the class strug~lc in· the epoch of'· the- :revo­
Iti"-n.on. ', The .Jul;.r daYs oi· l93G, T!hen the cn.·tr..W..onian pral.etnriat, ·;rith' 
.correct l~ndersh.ips- could, ;!.'ithout edd itio~m.l of:forte. o:: sacrifices: 
hnvc seized p0\7C'!" and opened the c:r~ of the dictnto:rsnip of _the proleta-­
riat throup;hout 9pa1n, ended, larr;ely through tho -~n'Ul.t of the POUH, in 
a regime betueen the proletarint (cor.-u'Tiitteco) nnd the bourgeoisie, rep­
resented by its l.nckeya (StnlinS.et, Anm.-ch1ot and Socialist leaders). 
The interest of t-:Je workers -:ras to do nr.ay with tho equivocal and dnng&­
roue situation ns rnpidly a.a possible, b~l hand1n~ over n'll p\vcr to the_ 
oommittP.cs, tha't is to the Sp:m1ah soviets. 'i1hc tnok of the baurgcoieio, 
on "he other band, :n>.s tr. d:> mr:ty 1'11th the co:,;mittcea in the nn.wc of 
11unit-1 of- po-;o;or.u Tho p:u•t1o1pn.t1on of Itin in the governrnent was a cor-
poretc pn-rt o'! theplnti of -tbe bourr:,-eoiaie, direct eel ngainst the prole-
tarint. I:i:' Snccvliet "nndn:rstnnda" such n thing, so much the "::oree for 

.him. Ver is ;,orA cnuUoua: he sponl'~ of the P""ticipntion 1u the govorn-
~ent ns tbc "otller mistnlt.e. 11 not 'bn.cl, thio ~'"~ul1stc.'ke 11 which conaiatod in 
direotly supportin:: the r~ovcrn:Jcnt of the bou~ccoiP.ic fi.J.""·;ninRt the wo7r-
kere1 ·committees! · · 

tiBttt'' - Vcr hn.c-t::cnH to b:rer..l: the jJ"iint of' hie oriticimn 
"t:tft er thcj.· h.-:1C. cn~~c out of the ;--;o·vnm~Jcnt o. ~ln.ri:f'icra.tion took :pl. nos 
in the ?QT._T?!. 11 This is n.n cbviono unt:rt\th, r.'h1t1ll Ver h1uael.:f' ho.a rcf'ttted 
in hie ch~=nctor1~ut1rtl nf t;hc ron:r, r~rcnll·• quoted, uB n hctero•10f'lnoouo 
party 1n ':7hich tho 1 u·ft 1 a ncnk. !~1 \·lhc.t then !1ooa this "clnr11'1cationlt 
coneistJ n.fte·.r ···h1r.h ovon the left o<~ntricts (;'JlH?titutr- n ±"eeblc ::::::.1nnrity 
in the part:,r'f· OT i)Wrhn.pu l1y "clt'.!"i:fi ~1.tinn" ....,,."1 should 1Ulderstn:Jltl • • • tho 
exclusion of tll-;! ~1nlohn•.ril~-Lt~nin1sta? 

X,llf': C!'i. t1cirn o·f t11•1 !ntP"Mlntinnnl '£h!CT<J1:nl"int 

Vr.:r ;-~oe~:) n,_,,.·:·· i"nr~h·~r i,, d\~.~'"f.m~!in-_: tllf~ er ... g:~ of' ot•nt::.·iati. A!'t~r 
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enumerat1.n3' the 11 tl1atnkHa " or the FOlru, he 1r.tr:~.ed1ately goos on to enume­
rate. in the interest of s:.trnet:r:t, the "wiatakcs" of the InteZT.u'l.t1onnJ. 
Secretariat. Let us ln:':l!Vj in once ngnin the 111.;ernl. quotnt1on.- · 

11 7Jistakea of the I.s.:· ten dG.ys after thc.19th o:f Jul.y, theY 
no, ·position in ~aria. They did not undcrsta..Tl.d tlle 1m.i:!orta..""lce of-· -
the- event a~:. ''£hey did not Utterid tho·nrussels co!lf"creilce; th~7 awlie,d_·-
too ~itern~~Y tlle l'a.TiG reso~ut1on. They should have p:rofittet.l by tlli.s 

1 opcnaion to. j')Ue1i. tha ?OUH tonn:rd a 'l"a-volution.nr{ :p:)licy; Th<'!y· _cut: · 
une~lS~l.vos off i'.rom -Uin by the pub11cv:t1on of 11."o~o1cy' s letters" 

One_ cannot believe one's C'"JOWJl ·eyes in·-roRding ·-this ncrn1r .. 1.tlat1on 
of-·." aocusat:toris" t Un.tu:r-nlJ.y, the I. s. nm.}· have been gu.i.'l ty · o'f. cert~in -
i):ra.otical negligences and. even of certain political r.dri'takes. But- .to 
p:tace theec- nn the Eat"':fJ :tct-·eJ. a~ the .cppol."ttm.istic pol1'cy of· the P_otni 
ie to talce .onto oncoelf: the_ .inaJ)propriate :r:ole o£ arbiter bet·rreen rr pa.Tty. 
which ie n..-,st; ~e to us nnd our om\ .intenmtional orgn_'l1zation •.. con•. ~ 
V_er· raveal9 hoTe, not for tl1e first t:il!lo. n dispiriting 1.e.ok o£ m~-not-! of 
p:ro?Ortion. However, 'let ua ·cx'a.'":tinc his nom.toot1one uore o1osely; :: . . .-• ·- '- - . 

flj,'en. !-nyo~ nfto~ tl1c 18th nf' Jul)r the I ... s. ~.o.Q: no :t::-oe::!.:tionl -~-d .... ~• 
:t1ng tha.t "thie iR co~rcct, 'fol'l"i.at '\7as ·tne reo.son for it?_ l.nck of in!'I)J.."ma.­
tion? E:tceasivo- cnt..ttlon"l "'/e-r -does not c:r.plnin. O:f courf;;:-:_, -,.-t·_- it:· bf':t­
te7' to ~~ve n ''po si t1on11 im:~wdintely. B"..tt on- tJne oonU tion: · tbnt 1 t 
ehou~d be correct. The r.s. ie the fl'.lprc-me ad,;inietr<'.tive instituti·on. 
It had to b_e ver;r cautions 1n :tnkin~ n pol:!.ticnl J?OBi tion, the mo:re so 

· a.s 1 t "'as U:')t im'l'!t=,:d1.nte1y dil"ectin~:: anti could noi: d1:rcct the Bt1~ts::lu in 
·spa.!n. Rut 1!- "ten dnvs n.f"~crn tho I .s. l1o.tl ·no pcsi tion, one y~ta:r. niter 
tlle 19th of Jltly Cmo. Ver commies n. ':7holely i'alsn ;oasi tion. ~'hl..s ia · 
il!CO;:!;)ttrfl.bJ.y ";ff'l.'SO. _ . . .- . . . 

The~~~~~~~~~~ 

"'" A a·- f'or eix yenrE~ vre l1.;"1d n(')t P.t-t to 11 
of'. rovolutiO'l:lt'Y policy! ·.1e uooc1 every nncl every path: 
correspondence, armdinf) of do:J.e~ntee, orr:nnir.a.tion..~l comlec:ion, ?umorCJ\1:~ 
nrt1c~ee~ ~:nd ·ent1Te pnmnl'J.ote, fiM~ly )1Ulll.1o orit1oiSI!l. ll<;VCTtnol<!aa, 
instr•nd of ndoptil'l'G n tr.irrxist -pn~ioy, iho lenders of' ~he YCUL, 

1
f:r1ghtenad 

by the 1ne:<oTnb~•' :r"qu1rm;c nto of tho ~evolutl.on, tloi'initely ac.opted the 
line of ccnt:rism. For Vor, o.J.l this is evidently n. slif. vi" no 1m!·Jortcnce. 
'n'llat \VOl1.'ld hnv,.. hnt! onorr."tnu-'3 1mportnnoo, 11: scc::na, 1s~'"... .... yo oc~t:rist .. ~ 
conf'~T'enc~ in Bruascla. whcl"i1 Vor, before one or tt:o .t-"'OUJ .. le~dt:-'7:0, wo.~ld 
hnvc !1'1von t\ ept1P.Oh r.hi-~t n-t l'H'{;"i wonld hn.vn rciH'mted. nhut hna been said 
nnd wT1 tton hundreds ot' tirnr-ts eforo the conference. This t1u.c ngn.in 
Co~. Vcr :'!"01.\nf~il cmt the oontT1ot ':lith the eootru."inn. 

!>'ol" the snctn.r1rm 'the rntprem.o f¥>r'tel'}t o~ ex1stt(nce ia.th.o.t, in 
""'hioh he e::<'hilli tn hinael.:f ni~ the th,.,ua::-mu P.nh fix At cor.1 r.rtmoc. 

~~~rot81:Y' s lcttor 

l''inllllv • tilt• lrurt: nnc'ltRn1;ion: tht~ J)Ui>l1.:w;tion of 'i'~~otoky 1 B lc-:tt( 
'J'ho lt"'tt~r, n~ i'"'nr ns ~I l:noor, ·ua~ nnt dnnif\ll.Ctl for :onhli.ontion. But one , 
!!!1.1.!!t !"-:!'~J..,_v fln.v~~ 1ns::i: ·tbn 'J_nr.t Plrrotls oi' pol11;ict'~ innidrt to sen in th~ 
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.Pub11cation _of this le:tte't' an i!"2:pcrtt!nt detttrcnining :fn.ctor._ in our rela.;.;., · 
tiona tvith the ?!JUl.;. The le';tcl" described the pt>.rti(lipation in· tlie·_b:l.o_c_ 
with the bourgeoisie as a- betrnvRl of the p'I"oJ.eto:ria.t. Is: this_ rlght --ox­
w:,t:ong? 7re ·hnvc _never snspect:ad- the_ i:~i ty ·or l!in 1 s_ intention:J.- - &~:t_ \the_·: 
pol.1t1oal. _eval.untion of hls p£U"ticipat1on in the Peopl.e's fi'rnnt_--__ aa .. nn.--act 
o:f' bet:rwaJ. Tiao absolutel.y _co=ect. !!o<1, houeve:r, ooul:d tho publ.:l.eation 
of .this letter "cut UB o:f:f" f:rozn Jr:l.n1 F.ven·. be:fore .the I>Ublication-of;the :· · 
le;tter. \"1e uers . mtf.i"ioicmtly. cut o'!"f f'rom~him:, nnd _not by. acc1dcnt;>.;:h1S<- - · 
wbol.e policy r.e-nt in the opposite d1J.>ect1on :l'rom ours. It "17na·not· f"or · 
some.wh\m -that 1lin broke ·~;'lith ·us tltrcc .yenrs bcfo1.•e the publicat1crr of. 
TrotsJ...~' s le_tter. · Ci:r cl.oes -_vcr ruea.""l_ perhaps that u:f'tcr -tho el.scti_ona Nin 
_wus e"J01ving ·tou~d us and '-that the -.1n1b~!cation of 'the l.ett-c!" ~topped--.-~ 
thie evol.tltion? Ver: s -.mrds cnn -l'.Ltlve ·no ot..her meaning, _adr:litt1nr~ illU!.t -
they have- -~,..en n al"~dou of ;rnenn1ng. :-•'\otu.nl.1y, as. we 1n;1-o--.v, _ Nitt _and hi a · 
friends continued to thin!{ that their parlioipation in the Pccpl.e'"' . 

. Front and n.:fte:r ~Tds in ·the e;ovorn.ment ~as conect~ and -they _domnncJ.ed ·. 
-even the 1-enewa.l of this pc.rt1c1pnt1on;.· 'i-here·tao it Ttn.n a q\l(~_r_:-;.tion no~ 
of' a " i!istnke" bnt of" e.n <mti:re po1i tical. line. FinaJ.l.y, 1-f one ndllli to 
even that·. ~:he POmJ "'~Ulderstood the "mistaken o:r he.Ving .pa.rt1c1ptitP.cl in . ~-' 
the Peo!,)1o'a ;."ront; horr oO\_tld 1':ho publication of "the ~ettor~ ennteinin[J. 
a a}lnrp an.:;l.yaie.. of thin U!is7.ake, pzoevcni; ":he. evnl.ution o:r tho PCH1£? J.S 
Ver trying to eny ( 1i' h" is tey:!.ng to suv ,~;yth1ng!) "that llin """" "" · 
offended J,; tho 1ottc:r· tl' .. "lt he d':!'cideC. to ~·eturrLto h!B p?ffirim\e _inco:t­
rect ·nasi t1on'? nut S".tbll an opinion i!l too iT!SU~ting to 1ii.n who· was -
P.,"Uided b)· .pci1t1cn1. ideas, and--not 1)y conai(lcrationa of petty pe:rG~JW..:.t 
self'-concc1 't, - - · · · 

--such arc tbe iimif::rtakeu•: .or ··r.!.lc- I.S. ~111.0:11 1:-e:r, i1'.J.ta on -the· :;a;:c ~ 
leve1 as 1;hc ocnt:rist po~iciea of the POUU. In tl1:la he ahoue only tbn.t. 
himself occupies m1 1nte:rt'l('H11nT:.t position bet';7een ~-.L'l:r:tisn vnd centrieim. 

The ";">r<>nnrut1on fo,. tlle l!nv d~.-~n (193.12. 

_.'1e~ tbcn :pt'ooa~~d.a to the cvcmts of !-\ny of this ye:nr. 

1~lt en.!\ b!! :t! ... '1.1ntninedr 11 h~ sayo - llthat tho POTlll ~rae cxoec'ting 
the!ll o.nd ,.me r..:r:~ing. The SCl'Jpe of tho events took tho pu.rly u.n..'1.;.-it~ros, 
Bat any pnrtv ~01.1.1t1 have bnmt t:--..1-.cn unr...Hnres." 

"Sver . .- sentence n !!'listnkc, !!l.Ornovc"l" not un t:lcc1t1cntnl L!lio-t:c.kc but-
the pToduot of:- r. f'tLlse poli t:i.onJ. 11no. '.!?hn ovt;nts o:f Hny cota_d bo 
"foreseen" fl_nd pznpa:."ncl for "in only !'nO v1ny: by dncltn.•1ng an· 1mpJ..aoa.'tile 
etl'Umlo 01£>-l1nat tho ,,.;ovc!"lltMmt" of Catalonin nnd Spr,in; by r"t\tsing al.l. 
pol1t1cnl. ooll.nbo1:nt1on n1th tho:n; by oppos1n5 theiJ.> own party to n1l. 
othe-r pnrticn, thn·t. is to their tli-rcctin~~ venters, pn.rticulnr~y t,nd n'bo·.~e­
all tt'> the londnrsllip ot" tho CllT ( trr:.dc unions). !1ot allowin~~ tho nlt\eaea 
:f'or one ina+.n..nt to confttse the revolutionary 1c:t.d!~7G m th tho '1ttckoye-
a~ tbe -1lonrr:no1n1ol An t.moeiapTom1sin(-~ policy of this kind, ..-:1th, of 
oouroe,. noti"rc partlclpation in t11o ::!11:!. tar:.~ strllr~g1c and in thP. ::-cvt":tu­
tionnr-.1 tnovmJenta o'! -the naaooa, woul.(l hrND aasn.roU to tho POUi! ~n 
uneh1J.l:-r~_,,l~ nuthr>r1-tv nr.n~~ n.l1 the \torkcrs, nbovo n.ll m.:lonp; tho 
nnnrchiats ~'ho ""nnsti'tuto the ~~r~Jnt ranjori ty of tho r.:ntn.lollinn prol.ntn­
rint. !nst:c:u1 n! that, "tho Pmn! dcr.:.nn.dort the :rm!:-tt:t"anoa oi" its lend.ers 
into tllc countr'-r-r . ..,voJ.utionney sovern.'".lcnt nn<~ a1. the st..u~o title nesertcd 
1n vveey iO!nlO of nt,, Bntnllo." t.11nt t!1o •.1orker.s col\J..d tal:u poUor without 
n· ~i~ht. lt ·n~"~ -r.:,.r(l'n with t1l1o {50nl. -:-:Jlnt; tltc !-"'()If:~ l~nnC1\eti. tho ini'P.n- -
t11n pT"ojl!'nt o<- n a~)~oinl con~ei~S 1;(') llo convnkod hy tho 1Jmt1"gAoia so­
vcTn-:n;mt in C'l:t'C~~~l· to .... hnnd l)"JCT" th~ Jl0t1(!1.. to thn r:oTltGl'S :-.. :ad pcne!lllt n. 
Tl"iio ie J'l"(":"i~!"!l~-.r ~,.hy thn Pc:,nn _wn~~ 't~,1:1--m nm.tr::!.l"'-~,';'1 ~1.~1d .,.h.·; _tho •)Vent:; 
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o:! l.!ay t:ere :f'or it onl.y another stage on thfl road to cntnstrophe. "But"­
cries Ver - :•any pnrty won~d hn.ve been taken u.ns.v;ra3:'es." Thls ur..bel.:l.eva.ble 
sentonce ahot1s once nf;nin that ":e!;> does not _J.:no'.:i the C.!:ffc-renOe:·betv.rim1· · . 
Cent~19t u_;d a !Zarxia't J)<.~J:'ty • One cari., Of. C?U?SeD l"IJC0{5t11Ze thtl:t.- fl. , .. -
maes 1nS1.UTect1oll ·Boca beyond,_ to ~t rn:"ae.te:;:- n-r l.ess donTee,. rilly r~olu~· 
tiqnary party~ But .the di:t"fe~ence lies· prcoiRCJ.y in the, deD"'J.'cc: ·her~­
too qua.n_t~ty _o~~cs,into qunl.ity. A ccnt:ri.st ·p~ty 1a c~..rrfett.·auti;J.by .. · _ _,·· 
event a and .iS. n!Dnwnen in "theB,_ uht."reu~ o.- rcvo1tttionc~r !Jal.-i;y- ·in T.!le- .final:~-. 
show-do-.em dom1nutes _then and _g,ssures the victory. - -- ·· · 

"Bcfffl!s~v~d not of':f'3lltli:vcn 

~en -t'he- '1'!:1l !l!'..d 5th of Hay 11 - Ver continues~ n1tc_p.oli,cjf (Of'.~-
POtnQ .was ooriect: def'cna1vc mu.l not o;i;::f'eneive. To ;.'ln,Tch on to. the 
,tuk.lr. g Of powe~ woUld h.t.!\':e 1.lcen advcntu._ ... :tam in tho ccnting8nc1Cs · 0~ the 
moment. '!.'he gren:t ·~istake_ of. tho PO'm.t was that· it tlu-e.,. cut i'l1usicna 
during the rP.trea~ at!d r::-n.sscd off t.he drd"eat n.s n. victory." 

. Ym1 Sec ~ th ;?b..."l.t n!)OthCcn.ry *a ·precisiOn VeT ttci;;ha nrld 'bnl.aneM -
tbe "ccn"l"eotW ccti.ans ancf the 11 'ti!istn-"<.ca11 of" the ?CUl\. r:o~eve-r • h1a '!l'hOl.e .. -
nrgument. is· nf~_th1ne; but e"J:To:r. i'Jho oo.id - and i':he:re7 - tb.:'lt to ·go on in· 
Hay to the tule1ng nf pouer '-V<!S ;uiventur1Sr.l? This wns not~ c.bove aJ.l., ·the 

· opfn1cn oi" the POHH itao:tf. The dn.y b!"!f'ore 1.t una still·- aerur1'!l5' .the . > 
wo:rlte:rs tbn.t, if 'they m11y .,,r.n+.ct!. to, they '1)70u.1d tn.."!(.c })OWe:r oritt..out a· 
:r1ght. The workers ~~u~utted to.n ';1he:rcin in the n~·~en'tt..:tri!l!n'? .-'l'h~ ale-. 
mont o:f vi1c provocn:ticm m! the :pn.rt of the 9tnJ.ir..1stn is,. .. 'froo the point· 
o:r ViA'f'T ttbich inta-r~Ate ue hera, o'l sec;ondo.r$-' importance. _A:tJ. t.hc 

~ after tbe evmrts show th..'l..t with n 1eu.deralliJl m.:th n.~y scl."t-ousnesn 
:fidenco 1n itself' -the Victol."Y n:f .the !ray inLJul•:rection wou'ld have 
aamtred. · I.n this sanae the ?C'"i'lTii ttaa r1rt;11t trhan i-t -said t:to..c.t ·:~;~;~;:~~;;t~i·o:;• 
could_ take poner if 'they Hwnn.ted "!:o • 11 !t forgot onl.y tO e.dd: t 
1y you h"LVO no :rev£"1l.U't1onn.ry J.cadership. The ?OU:l oou1d not 
Cnto~on1n.n. ?rol.etnr1nt to the revolutiona.:r:v· offcnoive becattae -nnd 
becaus- o~l it" previous policy hnci r<mdercd it incapahJ.e o:f such 
in1t1nt1va, 

.,_ -'the Unv dnva o 
" ~liThe Julv dnvstf of 

"'" 
At th1F.\""J01T.~.t Com. Vn'!" can, hor.ovcr, rof;nrt: il!hlt even the 

Bolshevilce in July 1917 did not <iocirlc to soi zc power nnd 11mit"d the!.>­
eelves to the dci"cnsivc, leeding the masoes out o:f th!> line o:! :firo with 
ns -rc·_., victima as p~eaible. -:.Thy thC!l ':r:uJ this policy not Sttitahle 'for 
the POUl.I?" L~t ue oxn::1ine thl e nr~'"llont. courft<!es Snoevliot ontt Vcrr 
l'!re verv t'ond r..f Tet:lind1n~ us thn.t Spain "is not Husain.",. tent it _is 1m­
poosib1e tn r..pply 11 Rnesian" MHthods t1iere, etc. J\bstrno-c bor.:il1Ae of this 
kind make nn serious imorceaion. :'loll. or hn.dly, '!TO ll.a.vo f:i'\df:"avorocl during 
the past siJt yenrs tn nnnly2'P tho concrete condi tiona O:f the SJJ~.nish " 
rC":"olution. '£"J"~n nt tht! bcr;inn1nr; '"e 't'!nrncd tf'~tt ona mnot no.f; oxp~ct· n · 
rnpid """*"" rbytbr.l in tile dP-vol~ent oi" events, in the: onr.ner of nuania 
1 n 1917. on tllc contr:J.ry, ""' u!lotl th·' nnnlogy of tllA grcmt >'ronoll re-
volu~ion, which, 1lc~tn, in 1799, pnt:ond thro~~h ll oorioa of attt!1es l>t~fors 
nttninine;, 1n 1793, itG mtlminntion. Bnt it is ]>r<'oioely boor,utle lfil are 
not nt n.1.1 incl1nP.d to schm•ntizc J:ioto.,1c cvonta thnt vro do not oons1de:r 
1 t ooaoibl" t<> trnmmor~ the tnot!ce of tl>o HolRl::JViltt< in Jltly ~9).7 in 
~'etara~our:'t tn tho- cvonta n:r f·-iny 1937 1n r.'ntl'\lon1n. 11 9;.,n1n 1s not Yl:ttse1u-.A 
Thn rli:!"fn:rc:ntiutint! .ien:t,_n·on n.rf! too obvimu";. ' 

Llf'"'1nfl. 
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question of th>3i.r program and tactics. In tll<> eyes .>! a !!ar.d.et the :ra­
voluti.one.:rY·f~aotion inside a centrist pu:rty is a positive fact; theseo­
tario:n or opportunist fraction in the ~mrolutionary pu:rt';>: ·is a negative 
:ra.ct~. _"-Tho:~. Ve:r-·shoul.d reduce the qu")st1ori ·to the eimpl.e Tight of.: :!:rae-· 
tione to B=<ist, sl;owe only tlmt he ha:> completely nipod out the line of 
deoa.rcat1on betTie en oentrl.sLl anU · i!arxicm. Here iB wlmt a tr.to· i..!a:rx:lst 
would say: -"They snv -tlmt there is no demoo~ae'1j in the l?OU1J. _This io 

- t:rue~-- Deeocracy do'Os·exist there- £or the :r1ght-wingera 11 :fo~ tho.-·· 
centri.sts, -for the confualonists, but not for the Dolahav1k ... !.tm1n1at!l'.• 
In otber ";TordB, t!1e cx·tent of der:ooraC""J· 'in· the POTJli is dcter.rlncd by ·tlle 
reaJ. content of its centrist po1icy, ra.dicn.l~y hostile to. revolutionary 
llru21~. . 

tTnnn.Tdonr:.bJ c en,11x 

Thl't "'.Tt"J:r! dooo not stop :~ven there 4 Ir: t1le inta±-r:~3t- o:t .t!1e do-
f'ense of' the- FO'Jl! hn: reaoi"ta to n d1:rect r:n.lurmy (tbere is no otht:~~ .. 'r:Ord 
for i.tl) n.~inst our comrades in Cnta.~onia.. · "'L'llo B~-L. section nt · 
Dnrce~ona" - he er.ya- "was eride up oi' c~ee't'iste. ~d anventtttt're.:t.- One 
cannot 1le~1ev'~ ona's ovm cyeet i"n1o is saying thia'? />~ socinl de.t:Jocrot"l 
A -St.R:tiniet'? A bourgeois enemy? 'i·!c, it is said by ~ responsible mil:1:ts:ll 
,_n our nc:t~ar! R~ction. This ia ;fim.t 1 t !.lC:tlll€ to cling to clstu1!CB - · 
uncovered by tbe ~ho'lc march of event a! 'l'o:.Ut'lrl~ow the n.gents ef the GPU _ 
in Bal-celona, 1-f the Belgian Bul.~etin fal~e into their bmlds, wU~ say: 
*By Verts own cm:lf'esG1on the B.-!: .. !'.re- r]H1"e~r1stn and adventure-rs. 't'hey_ 
muet be .. done m·!ny uith acco:rdingJ.y! 1' ! think that it is tha duty of 
d!l our sections to declare tl1n.t ""' reject ";ith 1nd1Qmt1on this .. 
1nad:niee1ble s£il17 n:f Corn.- ·icr tt!"d t.l"-"'-t with n11 on~ internntionrd a.utho­
ri ty we S"..tpport our yourig Enrceloninn o:r~ni~zntion. ! ·r.ill tide!- lmre: ·· <" 
ae ts shown by their pro[=~ic oaJ.! oi"' the 19th of .TUly of thill year, 

-our comrade a i!l Bnrcel.ona underetr..::'lti the to.skc c:r the revolution \71th . -. 
1nco~pn.rnb1y ~ca.te:- dc..:.pth and snr1ou9!leSR thnn Vor. The irin.J.. 
o:t' the lltternati~ne.J. Secretn-rin-t conaia:ts 1.•a.t11el" in that up 'to tl':e 
-time it hne not condetnned Vo:r' c crtn.ter:1c~nt o.nd hns :n.ot 1ns1st$d on· :1. 
oondm.•rru1tinn by ou:r -Belfjinn section. ! 

One~ rr.o-re '?,fl r::uRt hnJ, u ComJYer 
~ rottrrn ".;n the .. oounct .lAn.L. 

\ 
\ 

\1e h.·1.vc l1ot tbe el.i~hteat intention of n~)l'n'\"'atin[t cl.snBTecmori.ts. 
::le huve C11counte~tic1. Co!lle ''cr in v~nrioue conditions und- nt · d,ifferet:J.·t 
atngos of the dmrelop:nant o!: the Del~nn eoct1on 9.nd of tho:. i'ntcrnt<tiOIULI.. 
or~n1.;:nt1on. ll11 of 1\e 'hn.vc 1cn?:lec! to appreciate 1Jbe deV-pt1on at Oo!Ji. ._ 
Ver to thi' cauee of' the workinc;- clnso, his cnerczy, hin ee.ga~sE to give-.·: 
e11 his o7.:rt:!ngth d1sintcToetcdly to this Cf\.\lBe. Young workot..~sllOulc! ''-~-· :~ 
lenrn thin :i?rl>m CoiU. Vcr. !hit n~ i"or hie political position·, \lnfortu- · 
nntely, 1 t ia '"'"'~ ot"tc-n sevcrnl yo.r<\s to the rir;ht o~ to the •J..e:ft ct · 
the .Harxi..et lin~., whicl1, honovor, docg n::~t incline Cos. Vo:r to: iuC:ul~ctlC3C 
for thoao ,-,ho :rmnn1n on this 11no. In the l':tst \10 lmvo 1lt"\d ~Q· s'l:~r.-:-;le 
nbovn nl1 tt~i ns1·. the aoctc"t"i nn tQndR-nc,.cs o! aon. VP.:.•, which,. have ., .... , 
caused no 11 ttl~ lu~T~-' to tho Bol!~in.."'l section. nut ovan then 1 t baa no~·, 
secret for us th~t sectnr1ttnis:~~ iA GnJ.y u bud f::o~ uhich cw.n n).wo.ya 
bl"O~!l thn t"'u1.1. i"lon·er of o~pn:rtunis::l. -::e hmro now before ua .:m r.xcop-
tlonnlly otr11<1n:; r:tmfl,~ntio"' c-f i:hio ln.Tl of politicn,J. botru;y, C=; 
Ve-r! llne !j:\Ye~ p:ronf nt.' e~ctnt""1n.n1m?l in qnnt"tiono at otcondn.r:: i·r~o~tr.nCl'l 
or in f'nronl qtV~!:tions of or;:;nni~n:t1on, only to n.n-~ve nt op!)o;rtUYiiBn 
1n n pol1 tion1 qt'!.m~tion of ~i~ntio h!otorica:L 1~1~'Xl:rtnnco. 

Tl:::: 1:;-t('rn:lJ. life o;· the r:'ourth !ntcrnt'h1onnl 1s i"o\mO,ud on the 
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..UlS\'iERS ~0 Q.UllSTIOHS COl!CER!liliG THE: 
S?AHISE. SITUA.TIOli -- A Concis-e Summary 

1) The di£ferenoe betueen Negri~and ~ranoo is_the difference 
betwean rotten·-bourge~.is damoore.oY and fAscism. - · -- . · 

2) Everywhere and always, ·whe_re and when revol.'utior::.ary_ Work_ers· 
aro not ,powerful enot.tgh immadia taly to ova::-throw the_ bourgeois _ragims,:_-

: :_ tbey_..d;~e.pd ·_fiom f'e.soiam even t~e -ro_tten 'bourgeoJ..e:_~emo~·raoy ~o..:...®Q25'--_ · · .-
'f:in~~:~f." do they de :fond their oV1ll posi tions&:si~ bou.:rg~oie . ··.· • ...• 

5) The ;vorkers- defend bourgeois demoara.oy. howe'v6r,. no_1! by 
mathod.B o:f bourgeois domoaraoy (Peo;ple 1 s ~'rot;tt, eluotoral· blocs,. gOverD­
msnt aoal.itions, etc.) but l:!Y their OVIll mo~a" that is, by the 
methods of :-:evolutionary class struggle. -~Y- :p~r_tiaipa't;ing in 
the mil.itary struggl.e against :fascism, the.y continue to de:fend.IJ<t 
the aa~e time their own organizations, their rights and their iriterests 
:from th~ bourgeois demooratio government. 

4) Bourgeois demooraoy decomposes together \71 til ca.pi_talism 
which _engendered it. The very possibility of :fascist insurreeticn 

:against bourgeois democracy is a· sign that ita days are numbered~. 
Thus the "regeneration" of bourgGois damoora.cy cannot be a nrogram 
of- the· pro1a.tariat. The defence o:f bourgeois democracy a-eainat ·fas­
cism is onlY a taotioal episode submitted to our line: to over-· 
throw_-bourgeois democracy -a.n~ establish th9 dictatorship o~ the 
proletariat•. 

,: . · .. Q) A_ ocia.liti-:Jn with. the bo"'.lrgeoisio. tmd.er the ~ama o-f People's 
Front; participation in the government of People's Front; political 
eupport_-to suoh a governr;~en-t; 'the renunaiation~of_ independent agita­
tion-- and --organization for the ·revolutionary overthrow o:f' the bour;;.. · ·~ 
geois government can, in the boat case, only :prolong the death agony 
of bourgeoiS democracy Rnd the Jnore easily prepare the triUmph of 
f'R.soism. r:ot only tho pclioy of "the Stalinists ~nd. the Socialis1tc:; 
the direct lackeys of the counter-revolution, but the policy 'of tho 
leaders of tp_e CUT, POUM a.e well, were and rams. in pernicious from t.ha 
point of view of prolutarian interests. 

~ But if 1 t is true, - and it is truo - 'that the g:ovOrnme_n·t o:!' 
nagrin~n.lin, l-ike the government of Prnnce, are both v:atch-doge of 
oapita.lism; if it is truo that the politics of Hocrrin-~"talin must lend 
inovi tabla to uhe triumph of fn.sais~n. it is neYertholess a.bsolutel.y 
false to aonaludo that in the struggle be"tv;een tho armies of Hegrin­
Sta.l.in and of' b'rsnco, ·the proleta.ria t should take n neutral position._ 
'.£lhe Spa.nish'f- a.s t..lJ.a wo!.""ld prol<Jjja.ri~o-:..tt is interested: (a) in the 
military orushint; of ?ranoo (b) in a policy during the civil vm.r thnt is 
oapab1~ of preparing for thR o.n.rliest o\~erthrov; o:f tho eovernmant 
o:f Uoe;ri~-::l"tnlin. 

7) One can ob joot to this: durin~; n. w:1r botYJean ·two bourgeois 
atntos, the revolutl~nn.r.; prolet~riat, in\io:par.dant of the polj tical 
recima in its oom1tr:T. mnst take tho position of: " 111he dofoe.·t of our 
ovm cova:t. .. nrnont i~ t.he lossar evil." IfJ th:ts rulo noli applion.ble also 
to tho civil war in ·t•hj ol< two bourt;;ooiH ~ov-9rnmonts !:"..l .. G firrhting one 
ne-ainat thu othor'? It ls not ~'...p:plicnblo. !n n v:nr l.H:t't'.":oon two bour-



. •,. 

- 2 -

geoia· s·tatea, tho IJUrp6sO is- one of"-iffi:perlaJ.ist con<rUest·, ·ana -zi(.d,; 
a struggle betY:een -.J.ew.ocr-"J.cy and f~tscism. In the Spru.:.ish oiv?-1 war, 
tho <1uestion involves: d1~hnooracy or IP..soisr.l. -

For the Oapi tn.list cl:i~s ·the di "fforenoe batv:een demooraoy and .. 
:fas_cism is not ·uaciSi.\ra. It '!l.SOS for its ovm purpose democraoy 
or :fascism, de!_)FJndir..s upon oircums'tn.naes.. But ifJr_ the petty--ooui"e;oo.is·· 
agents of capitalism -·_the leaders of the SociA.l-Domoorncy, t.ho .-- ·._ .. - .·· 
Stalinists· c.nd the ti.uarchists -_ clemocrf.\c:}r· signi~ies ··t;he'._ source o:f. -thei_r 
exiatanco ·a...~d- influenCe: -·fasai·sm signi:fi8S for them_ d_obaol? _and_· · 
.extermination. '4.1le- revolutionary proletariat should not· pnt bo_th 
fighting camps in· the .. sa.rue bag: it mus .. G _l}.so their .fic,ht+:for itS .rJv.n 
intor9et'S. I:t can be· suo_coasful not b:;r the t_)oli 1;ics oT n~utrality 
but by_ doa.ling mili tr .. r:v blo'.m to· the foe number ona: fascism. 

·a) Franco is an obvious, ·immorl1a·te ond a.oadl~,r -:foo·, __ P_..'"\. ted. ·by· 
~he majority of' the workerc and petJ.sants. l!I"':J:?,rin, 5-tsJ.in, Ca.b~~llero 
and Cornpa1zy are loss obvious, more c-~tr.ou:fla;sed :foes who sti11 lead 

·millions of workors and peasants. ~.r~t:h Pra.noo ti'ta only :posoiblo fight ~ 
ie a· nh:rsiaal one; ltJi th 1:Iot;rin Cl. physical. :figh"t -is a.t :9rasont impos­
sible-because .the ret-·olutiona·ry elomonts nre in a mi~orit;y and.the _ 
:physioal_··.fight, which ts ill3Vi table, should ba prepP..rod :fGr politionll;v., · 
The most ·important means :for this poli tioal J?ropa.ra ticn is .to denounce: 
and unmask the bad oond.uct of the war by the government and 1io e:r.:plain-
to the masse-s that the reason t~or this bad conduct is ·the servili t1" _of 
the. goVernment to the luterasts o·f ca.pi~~l. · 

9) ItJoan be c:bjectsd., th:;J.t the tw·o im!Jf!.rin.list camps (Ito..ly 
and Germany·on one side ~nd Enel?..nd, ;.•'r!::.nce 9.nd the USSR on thE'_-othe:r) 
conduct their s-trugglo -on the Iberian psninsula !lnd that the war in 

;~ __ Spain is _only an "_episode" _of this struggle. In the sense of a- histo­
rioal_posaJbili-;y; it is true.· But it is ·impe:r.·;:tlss.tbla to ia.onti:f;"t"' --· 
a historical posoibility vlitil the actu....._l, conc:z;ete course of tho civil 
war today. 'rho intervention of the imperialist countries has- india­
:pnt8_hly _great influence upon _the d.evelo:Pments of the events in -Spain. 
:But nntil tods.y it has net changed tl1o :tundamontf.' .. l oharao"'.;cr cf -thea~_ !I 
events as of n. struggle -oetwaon the oe.mp of the Spanish bourgeois 
d.emoora.oy and the camp of- Sps.J:tish fascism. · 

10) If tho 'i/3.r Vlill continaa on the 8f1.me basis, tht~ 'polit-ical 
difference bt3tv;eon tho two oampH oan be rE:tduced to zaro. But it is. 
only e. possibility.-- Until today it is not a faot. I·t is nacosss.r-.:r 
thus to use the situ~tion ns it is. :!.'he situation can change also in 
3.Ilothor direoti.on: under tho influonoe of tho ·mili tnry blo,..ts fro"Il 
l!,ra.noo~ tho Negr111 government can be forood to ma.lto moro aoncesuions to 
the workers, ."lB Korensky in Auf\ust 1917 rohlor the blow from r:ornilov. 
We will use a.lso these ooncossions for bottor :prap:1rn:tion of the 
overthrow of l!er::rln. 

' "' i 
/"1i)) I:f CabalJ.Ol'O, .for oxnnrpll)_. woal.ti be capable of i~illtins 

~'· str~lo n.gainst Nog:rin, n.a it v.tlS hupGd·by m::..'"ly 1 we wouJ.~t ta.lte ... ""Che 
most activo part in this e trugglo v<i thaut acaoptins any political 
responaibili ty for C.q,bs.llero,/ On tho oontrory, W-9 .would nco use him 
of a l9.ok of revolutionary progrn.m and of the neot~ssRr;,; . .r_oaolutanass in 
the fight. But Caballero oo·.-:nrdly flov: nbron.d from his f\·~jn army. the 
UGT, :from -the rna1·ohiet workers, tho CHT, who hnd. puuhod. ndim on tha 
roa.d. of s-truggle. Tho f'lir,ht of thlo ,..·nudoviJ.lo horo dil):p~l.o mc.ny 
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illusions, area tee_ mo.ca elbow-room :for tha genuine revOlutionists 
and givos the ·possihili "ty during tho mili la.ry struggle against l!,rn:.aco 

"""to mob~liz(j "the masses nolitioall:w a.go.inst Hegrin.. · . . 

12) Let's ·take ~~ axample: two ships with armaments end 
rilunitions sto..rt __ from l!"'ra.nco or from the u.s.: one for I!:'ranoo and 
the- other for liegrtn. Wha·t. should be a the .atti tuda o:f the work•.Jre? 
~ci_ sabotage ·the· transport of both'? Or only for _l;"'renco? We are not_ 
neutral. We wi~l. let the shlp with the .muni 'tiona :for He grin- Govern~ 
ment pass.. Vie ·_nave no illus i.ons: :from· these bullets, only 9 o:f e :very_ . 
:J.O would go against the fae_ci.s te, at least one against our aoinradee .-._. __ -:: · 
Bu.t ou"t of _tho·se m-.··~rke_d for· !!'ranco ten out o:f every._ ten wi~l -go ·3.ga._inst .. · 
our comrados;,: fle are not neutral. '.;;e de no"t ·le-t ·the shil> wi th_~;he · 
muni 1iionS :for F.rillc'o ps.ss. Of course, if -'10h1::re began .a..n -· 
armed· ins-urreCtion in Spa.iri., we would. try- tic direct tho ship \71 'th the 
munitions into the hands o::e the rebellious workers. Iht..t when 
\'Ve ·arC ri.o"t the..t strong, ·we choose the lessE!!r evil. 

·-- 13) Wi~l -we, as a revolutionary party, -mo~ilize n~w ;cl"!.m~et:n~s .,._ . 
for"Heg:i"in? That would. be tr:> ssnd them into the hands of tho G?Uc;- ~ 
Collo_c't ~oney for iihe ller:;rin e;o\rernm.ont? Abeurd~ ile will ·collsct 
money for our orin oomradoo in Sp?-in. I:f we _send.· comradse _Roross., 
i~ will be oonspirat~vely, :for our ,ovrn movomant. 

14) Our attitude toward such committees as· the i~orth .L:.merioan 
Crimm'i ttee I or- .s:f;auish j)ernocra.cy, to vt.3.rds meetings, tra~le anion fie "!i.l,on~, 
otc.? We will defend tho i:l.oa that th'e trade' u...--1ions should colleo:t not 

. f'or vha gcve·rnmsnt but for tho Spanish trade unions, ·for the_ workers' 
organizations.. If -anyone objects tha-t tho Spanish.'trade union 
1oadere are connected. with .. the govornmen11 and 'that· it is thv.s 
·ir;porm~ssiblo ·to send them money, we:. "r>ill anawer by pointing 'to 
·a simple example: during th~ miners' strike in Great Britain in 
1926..:..-we sent ·money to the r.!ir.ers' trs.de-union, tho leaders o:f whioh 
'were closely acnnect9d with the .!:h'"i tish- ·gc•:ern!!len"t;; ;)trikB ·oomnit.t~as 
oa.n be reformists; they ce.n. betr;ya; the:! have~:cor...nea.tions with the · 
bosses, B_ut we oa.n 1 t 3.\oid tham as long a.s the workers are _net ca-pa­
ble o:r changing them. And thus we send them the money. with "the 
risk that thoy will betrB.!', tho. workers. He warn the workers of this; 
and when i"t occura, o,-;o say, "You see, ;;,.our leaders have. betrayed- you,." 

15) The Salonnne resol.nti-Jn says: 
"The Ca..nnon-Sohachtma.n-Goldman_lino of' "preferring a lo:palist 

victory11 is identical with tho appro::-.oh ·o::f tho Stallni3t:S .. f:lo~Chis 
open degeneration intc the swamp of 'lessor evil' People's ~rant 
politics explodes tho pretanco tl!!lt material aid doea not involve 
political auppol·t. • ••• ,Workers who ref'use to surrendor -thoir !'trms, that 
is, refuse to give the eove:rnmant military or material n.id, o.ro Bh.ot 
by the govarnmont' s 8talinlst Uhe1-::!l. u -

Yes. we know tha"t our oomredes ~ra shot by tho BOVornmont!s 
oheka, but to what co:nclusionx d.oos tho tia.lemme grou-p carne? Do th~Y 
propoae das~rti<On from the J_cyeJ ist arE!lY, or n rnili t.ary insurrac tion? 
I'f desertion, where to'? S1.u·el;.l not into the onr.1p o! :!!"'ranee. If tho 
government mollilizee the wcri-cors and l)SP .. san t!::l, ..-;h.F!.t 'do as ro~use.l to 
givo it rr.ilitary aid signify~r It can only aig-nif~l desertion, or :tn­
surreotion. Or do thoj-· mce.n a e;cnors.l Btrika? _P.. genern.l strike, eepo­
oiall.y during e. wa1·, can only bo \".ti th th" ~1.im of ovo.1·thr0Wlng tho govorn­
ment, can only be nn lntrod.ua tion to r'.n insurr(~aticn. I Rr;rao fu.lly 

thnt if wo clln call tho peoplo 1;o insn~roation, wo must do so. Uut 
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·-·ae.n wo d.o 1.t? ·r ..,•:ould like to k..."'lcW ho'l.'!_nume~ourJ:'~rl3 thi?! Salemme res:i~ 
_ments in Spaini i:f i t_s resolution was wri ttan for spain and not for 
tij.e poli.tica.l sa.tis:fa.otion·- _of' the author. If ·ne .ae_k the sol'd.ier.n.Ot 
to fight, then we must ask ihe worker (who by working tho· munitioria -_. 
:fa~tory gives 111Th-"l.tcriaJ.. .±1 aid" -to the _loyalist ·govornmenti.- not ___ _.'"t.io.:·-·_ .. ;· 
work. ~ut_ if, S.s ·is the- oEtse, wo are not tltrong enough n.:,>w to seizo,_pows;-·, 
we mus_t in·_ a military manner fight against ~':ra.noo in the mate~ial· · 
·aoJ?.diti.ona ·aetormi.ned· by the re_l.atio:r:tship of :forces, _v;hile at· ~h~ _aama 
time po'li tios.ll;v we ·1Jre:pare -I or the insurrec_tion against. l!egrin.:" 

-1-6) The-lr. resolution furthur str~tes: 
"ReVo~U.tion"ary Vlork.ers must not beccmo deienders of' t"- bourge·ois 

·gOvornmant·; -_they can defend. only a workers• go·;~?,r:tmlent. On .the other,. 
he.nd, they mus"t· becomd -revolutionary defeatists only iri an im:peri_e.lis1>. 
clash. _The· o_lass_ in1iorests· of the :p,roletariat in the Sp~nish_ oivi_l .. war 

· _dems.nd tha.t revolutionis~s_ no't onJ.y avoid, bnt 3.lso str1.1gSle against- all 
p~~gra.ms c~lling :for revolution."<J.ry defo.FJ.tism or defeneism." · · 

But the war agatnst fascism is not only·· R d$'f.;mce. of the: .Negrin 
go•;ernment. .We hn.va· our workers• organiZations. In Spain, es:po_oially 
in Ca"talonia~ _there is socialized. prop<:.~rtY, ooll~otivized :t'arr.ls.- ·The 
llogrir.t government is a.rra.inst thP..t but so :r~r it must tOlc-rato it·. ~·;e· 
must de :fend _these conquests a~ainst ~1re..nco. 

17) ~he Salemme resolution say~:. 
"In no case must revolutionists raise slog-arts calling Xor sabo-· 

ta.ge of the· military st:rt,_ggle against i!'ra.nco, to do this wo"..llJ. b'e t-o 
slip into the. position o:f revo;Lu·ti.onary de fee. tism .- 11 

ThiP.. a.nnouncarnent spea.l-.:s for i tsel£. · ~hese nxe-;-olutionif.:t0" 
are so revol-utionary tha-t they feel condemned by their ofm position_·a.n.d 

·-proclaim tha."t th~y ..,-;ill nOt call £or ua::lbotago o:f the military ?trilggle 
aga,inst E'ranco-." Is this assure.noe not a bit ••• humiliX.!3.t_ing: for those 
"ravolutionists'-'2 jf}qc-:rla nat lees interostfng is the fact that· the ' 
authors ·speak onl-y against "sabotage" -of the !tepubliaa.n army.; Do they 
stB.nd :for the sabotage o'f the li'ranco army? i1.re the nuthors for sabotage 
in the Fasoiet- army? . Why do they keep silent? 1'his "ommission 11 is very 
characteristic :for the whoJ.e pas~ tion o:f the group undG:r -::the covflr of 
vehement expressions and terribl~r :radiattl formulas, they try to conceal 
the la.ok o:f oon:fidence in themselv·es. 1t-nat is not sur!Jrising. The · 
school of pu:roly forma.l intransl:_geance is conde;nned at every step to close. 
1 ts eyes to roali ty, and whon n pupil o:f such a school accidentally -· 
opens his eyes, ha ~uecot:tes a.n op-portunist. ~·re nov1 ha•re such e. striking·· 
eJ:grn.plo in 3eJ.giuin v;i. til co:nra.do Ver. 

18) 2he ~alomme resolution further st;.'itos: 
uT-he Sooial-:!Jetnocrntzh who crimiil'3.lly prefari"cd tho victory of 

Hindenbu~g to that of Hitler, and GOt both, or the Stalinists who pre­
ferred .Roosevelt to Landon, tu'e no mara poli tioa.lly dot;onera to th8.ll the 
Cannons to Scha.chtmn:ns ~no prefer the victor:,· o'f tho !~egrina over tho 
Cs.nnons a.nd Soh!.! chtm·=ms who pre:f'3r tho victory of th~ !:e::_:rins eYer the 
~,rancos snd will. f1•Jt ei·chor llof!rin military dictatorship or a Hcgrin­
.-!,ranco truce. u 

Tho civil vw.1.· 1~etwoen l{egrln-l!~r~l'!UU doos not slgnlfy tho Btl.mo 

thine as the eldato:ral. c ompe tit ion of Hind~nbure-Hi tlor. I:t! !lindon­
burg had entaro(l into .'!n open mili t~;:z fi~ht ae;ainot J:!.i tlor, thon i:::ln­
donburg would h.3.\"e boon a "J..oss~r nvil". 'do do not chooso the 
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the "gree:ter _e·til"-, we choose th9 "lessor evil". But Hindenburg 
vias _not "the "lesser evil" -:- he did not go into opon warfare against' 
Eit_ler; the Social Democ:ra.ts hopod :for that --·that_ was atu:p_id.-'~-- bi..tt- -
·that ,was· not the aase. But h~t~e we do have a. v.-ar ·o:f- the· Social. Der..iocrats 
against __ :!!'asoism. To ha.ve supported Hina.enburg against rtl tler meant ·to 
giVe up ·political independence.· ·Hera· to_o we do .n~_t suppo-rt _!-tegr_i~--- __ 
politically. If we would have a member .in the Cortes,'-·he ~uld.-vot6: -· _ 
a.ga.ins1i· _the :-mili_tary budget· o:f He{:;rin. We _ Ohargo l·!egrin _wi-th_· t_he _"poli:-
tical resno_nsibili1.;y far·the c_onduct of thelil'iWar. Bu.t. ___ at tho··sa.rne tlma 
we'' rnust·:.rOpulse :tJh8 _fascist· hordos until· the moment when we--.ourselvoe · 
o3.n-1iake' into our_ haitds the oo:ua~;:.:--:; ·of the WP..r. · .To af:E.ir·m ·i;hcit -to 
,.:f'i@;h:t --:tOgEithe·r with ·the .Uogrin :for_cos against :Prru1oo -. i~ the ·:S&me _a·s- . ., 
to--:·vate :for -aind.anburg e.gains·t. -Hi t1er is an o:~q,.reasi_on;· I n.m_ sorry t.c_ say·' 
of a -sOrt o£ so-Ca11ed. "parliamente.::.·y cretinism. 11 The_ v~"9.r against fascism 
oan~.t be ·re.solt.--ed. by- -parl-iamentary mee.ns because ·.fe.aclSrn 'is_ .an arnzy 

. o:f 'reaction that_ can ·be crushed only by 'fOrce. ~hat's "~Rh;,- -\~-~~ere_ B.galns_t­
th.e :polio;{ of the Social Demoo~ats in Germa.'1y _-- tha pure r•arlismer•te.ry .. _­
combination _,,rl th Hindenburg against R.i.. tler. 'lie call ad for the c~"'ea tion of 
workers 1.militiA.s, 'etc. But hore_-we do have a f'5.ght P..giina't :f_.'lBCisrn. 

· It is true that .. :the gonera .. l staff' of the "derr,oc:rri~tic" n.rrr.y is Onpa.Ole_ of· 
· tomorrow-:-makinc; a truce with ~",reJ1cc. !>ut it ii=; n0t a. fact ·today._· -.And w9 
oan' t overlook- the real events. l 1.'lctically. we must ttse the v:'S.r. of ·the 
republicans a 1;ainst the :fascis·t;s :for the :c;mr.Pose of .o:;, s"trategical S.im:'-

: the "ot.-·erthrovr o:f 'the o9:pi talist ·reeime. 

19) The S::tlotnmo :i .. osolutlon .s.tatOs: 
•·cannon and Scha.ahtr!i-':Ul say ill the ?le:num ~te,port, J~ly 30: v~l'hoavCr:_:_ 

VI(!Uld.,. f'o~c e~ampJ.·a, ra.·fu.sG to nsupportn tho government ill t;_hs war -9-1>-';Rin::rt 
"the :C'a~>cists by-such m!lterJJJ.l :1.id as fighting lri the Loynlist"Arrr.y;_· \'1ould · 
be .criminally· remiss in f.i8 clomcntn.ry nroleliari~.n duty." {our om;::.~as). 
Vie _ask- Cannon~Soiln.ohtman: t'l-3rc the revolutionary vrorkers o:f"Cnte.2onis 
\iho 1:ou.eht- against 'tho encroaci-1ments of bourr;cois m.ilit<1.r:l diecipline~­
WE.e-~e-ar:h:i:i-ae;a~Rst -tl±e-e-rHU:'&~e H.saP. ;ts- e.f" -Be-H!t:'tie a~ e-t-.,b::l:}. ~1-i:t-:'f- -~were tl: ey 
remiss when thoy ref:~sod to f.?'+v-e ~rins, t~u:f.t js material nJ.d, to "the · 
bourgeois Loyalist .:3.rmy?. a •• ifore the:r r?.cting then ns 3.G8"-TtC of th~ 5_th 
RX::k;pl'B.-m::: column, ~-s Burnh~m accnsad us o'f ooting when we :..·cfu.sed to giv-e-
military.- a.id- tc the Popula.r 'i:'ront~" ·· 

Bverythins h-are J.s :!)U't tn the sP .. me bago ~he Catalonian worka::t:e 
fought against the 50Vornm121ni; on !.;"ay 3-7. l:iot coilscionsly but 'in­
stinctively ·they foueht for :pow<Jr, which could. 3ive ,;h.;;,r·l the :ioesibili~y 
the bdttor to cot::.tinut3 the war a;:td.nst ::?ranee. Dut thoy triad ilhia 11lthout 
tJ:lc neoessP ... ry revolatio:J."' ... l'Y lead9:!"ship n..nd thgy wt:re -·.ief<e~.ton.. uc._v; 
they aro· 'ton tim3s v;eu.kor tha!l before the !i:a.:y events. ~ho ·:lorkers now 
as!-:.: r-;bR.t should v:e Co now, not in -;h~ .Uronx or :.;o.nh!!_ttan but 'in Sllai!:i? 
2ry to ovorthrov1 Hogrin by insn.rroction? but \\'6 D.:ro too y,·eak,- 7.''3 r ... ru 
nov :liefl.rmod. Tho ;).o1orr.mo gror.-p wlJ.l e.n::rr;r..!r U::l: with cur ovm. "<VO~~ds: 
~ou mue·t prap~ rc the m~ss~o .. n'.)li tioall;i -for the ·tu ture overti'lrow o:f 
the Hegrin gove:r.·nrn3n't. Gooc1. uut 'thi.:::: l·:3ql·.i:o.·o::i 1i1.Jr~'~• And ln:;J-!\n-.vhilo 
Franco is ·tpprosohing. ::ihould 'lie not tr7r to crttsh him"? 

'f.he slof!a.n "lloi thoJr victor:'/ nor de:l'eat'' or "~'lo ttro ncl the-r deit.m~i::;ta 
or d.ei"on:tists" ie -:felso .!"rom .'l :urinoJple point of vioJVi G.nrl pornic1o-rts ,. 
po1itioally. It is (le\roid o.f evor;-f :-:.s-it~-ttional valno. Irn"lgino a revolu­
tionist standinE.t hot·::oon two ce.mp~ of a'ivil v;sr, 1;Jith n. br~nnor: l!(jlthc:r 
victory nor d.ufont. ·~his is n nlot,~.n for-~ club of i?:d±r. Pontius ?11!-'-toet 
not f'or n ret.-·olr.tl-:IJI.~.ry p:1rty. Wo :1.ro :for the do-::onco of the '.York~ra' 

8807 



6 - -

and the couqttf='t;~!,";B uJ. · the-~.l~evolv.:tiOn- :frcm· E'rnriCO.-- :~W; 
ists"-. 'ilhe · 11de.f'eatists" are Hegr:tri-Stalln ·and Company.- rie 

ps.r'Gl.•01pa:te. !.n the- strugg1e against Franco as the best-..soldierEi- ari_d 
;.;.ssma_ tAme\: -.:in the ·lnt-erests of th~ v:iotory over fascism,· _V!-'0:- agi tS.:_te _. ·-~ . 

".:t:Or. t~o. social re\·_olu ~ion and _·n_a- :prepare- :for .. the. ore:r-thrOw. o:f 'th~; de:fe'6.1iJcalio;$.'• 
governrnont -of Hegr_in. _Only such an· attitude can give us--an·_~·JlPl;'O?oh' 
tria-· masses. - · · · · · 

stenographer 1 s-.note: 

CRUX 
'****;+.**** 

This is a s t·anographio ao.aour:it o:f the 
aiJSWol~s C0!lU:'ade· Crux deltvared in English 
to a-. series ·of- questio"n·a ·put to him'·by · 
American comrades rQgarding th.J Spanish . , . . 
situation. In view o:f the fact- thS.:t-!Joint'e.d.e 
O~·ux dooe not ha.\"e a -free Command of.' ·the :-r~ngliah·· 
language,. it is very;·llkcly _ths:t theie: a.ra. _· ~- · · 
"rough edges 11 and th3.t it lno!cs the -:prei.Jfsl:On-· 
o£ rixFression that would be the aesa had it 
been a:poken·or 'Hritten in Russian. 

R.s. · 
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