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Introduction and ,Overview 

J1'omtn ·".s. Lihtrolion m1d tht Diolutics of Rwolution: Rtr~chitig 
f"r tlu Future • ~ 

/\ ·35-Ye!,.r Ca!l!:cdon of Essay~-1-li.o:tr:•ric, Philoo;nphic, Global 

\\:hat distingui!ihe" the newnc~s and uriiqur-nt:5" of\\" omen's Librra­
tion in our ;tgr is thi! ,•cry nature of our epoch, v.·hkh signified, at one 
and the same time, -a new st?cgc of production-Automation-ana'. a 
new stage of cug:nition. Thr. f."ICl th:~t the mo\.'Cmcnl from pr;~cticl" was 
itsdfa form oftht-or;.· was manifested in the Miners" General Strike of 
19-19-50,1 during Y.·hich the_ miners battling Au-tomation were focusing 
not on wages but on' a totally new qUc..~."lioil about the A-imt'nrlabor man 
should do, asking why there was such a big gap between thinking and 
doing. lt W<lS al!>o seen in the new kind or aclh·itie.<; on the part or the 
miners' wives, 31ihough, in th(' immediate pn~t-\Vorld \\•ar II worid1 

Wumc:_n's_ L_i~eration. was_ only an Idea who11e time had ccmc: tl,!l~ nor 
yet a recoJ;?;nized :Pitfo,•t:mr.nt. 

Ottr age or Women's Liberation is di!;tin~uiShed rrom all others­
whcthr:r that be the ancient pre-capitalist sociCtics when women like 
the IroquQis h;~-d some freedoms g;.::atcr th:m wome1,1 in the tcchno!o~i­
cally ad,•anced indu!'tdnl socictiC"~; o; the f9th cintury when wOmen, 
although they named one or their papers Tlt.r Rrr:oluli.rm,"- concentrated 
on the ckmcntal right to the vote; or whether it be the earlv 20th 
l'f'ntury when revolulionary women :P>.tarxi~u rought alongSide ll;e_ men 
<lg;\inst tlu: wholl" capit;\l~fl sy!itCm but nrvcr raised the question of 
maiC' ch:wvini!im, though they were suhjcctcrl to its brunt. 

The movcmrnt rrom rrnctice that is it~ctr a form or theory which 
m:uks our-asc burst forth rull)• onjt:.ne 17, 1953 in East Rcrlin in the 
fint m:l~!i stril:r f'\'~r ng<lin~t Ru!i!iian tnt:tlitari:mi~m. Th:lt po1itir.al 
!itrikc '"''"-S directed holh ar;ailt!it thl" st:ltc·capitalist rulers calling­
thcm'>ch·c!i Communist and nga.in!i>l incrl'il!iCd work-norms (spcrd-up). 
OC'\'rl('!pinF; tmdrr the !!-l~san: "Rrcad and Frrrdnm," thr r~,·nh !iprrad 

I 

8434 



out the \~ivcs of the minCi-s 0!' strike as l '"':a:o; rcportin~ 

~f~,ri;~~~~~~~h~c~"'~~~~~·~··~l~h~•~d~r.~;,ch strongly th:at "'a·. rorCC'~" or rc\·otution Only in-labor, hUt in wCtmrn-3nd youth who were 
in the Pc!:t-\\'~t World and the Old 

. f.--om =~ ur.pubHsht"d es!::!\' written in 1953, 
nrid not in productiOn·. white anothrr_ excC"rpt 

, .. 11u: Abolilionino; and Th~r R::httit•n~hiP: 10 the 

~(,:Y~o·~~:;~:::;::;'~~,;~::~· focust"s on ·the cruciit natUI'C of thr Blnc:J. dimt·n· ' bccau,.:. as far bnck as- sl;wcry dnys. it \,·,u the Uln.ck 

.. ;~ ,;;f~~~:;:I~~~ impul:tc· to the- crt"atiun·of a whulC: new dimt·n!'linn tn 
doa•·~<lr<~-tl>e hirth of Abnlitionism. 
do noi limit the c:!IS_ays dthrr to the past ~r 1u the- U.S. Tt 

whole worhl that preoccupie-s me: h wa.s in the 1960:o 

f(j};-.:~;~;.,~;:,~:~.i;:~::~:;;;l~;~:.'and apar/Jrdtf Afric.'1, wnmcn, im:pircd by the 
:.~ rmc up in new rc:\'ohs thcr~ it was Jikcwi~e 

that Black women hdpcd to ·~hapc- the ncw '\'omrn·!> 
Mo,.·cmcnt in 'the U.S.; and it wa!> in the HJ60JII th:n I 

tra\·l'llrd to hnth West F.uropc and \\'en Afric:~., to Hong KonJ::: (a:> ncar 
n<~._ ilU Amrrir-an cnnld f:C'I tn Chi:u1 atthnt time). :md trJJap:lll. Snmr ,.~r 
in); wfiiiilJ:) from thcsr trip!l nrc includrd h••th in f';trt J 01nd in Part 1 II. 

·Each ofth~ l'l'\rts th<H follow .. \\"omen, t.;LIJul" and 1hc lllnck DimC'n-

• 

tcrim; a most unique organiuttion in ~:~~~~~~i~~;:;:l~~;~::~~s!~~ 
Pow~r Unlimitcd."3 /\s th!' rnoycritcnt 
disJIIatisfac:ticm' of lhc- wo1~cn acti\"istS With th·e· 
Black r<"Voh and in the anti-Vietnam \\'ar -
trn~ions within thC New· Left itself,. resulting 
Wor.aen's LibC"ration not oi'lly as an IOea but as.:! 
whv toda.v's Women's Liberation Mo,·em-ent, Ds 

· .hu~~: Wo~m's Libtrntlim~ 6ntl J..lnrx•j PMloJoph;r Of Rtwiut~on,,d:o~;~~:,:;~Q~~~ 

Dtm't ttlfuJ nf>cul Jircrirninaticn l'N't'JU'htrr tlu': tm/ JM'I 
('lll'<:rl tll:j'from clan cppusJitm; 1~1; tli.)'OllrJtl:vs. ··~--, .... 

J)r~~'t uiJ ru lhnl 'Jr!ll" frurlorn caa comt l!ln{l' tM. "ifi.!_llfti:-"­
,rolution; tJur qutsliotU mrHf hr forrrllht day berore. Fartlr,.,.,~rr! ·--~·.;·,-
Drl' not su.ffidtfll; Itt's Jfi',Y~II pracdc:c: it. _ . · ,. . _ 

1\"rml' tJf~rtJur 6 'lhl'flritl" NJiU tlfl. You will have lo Jc:un to hC"ar. Us:: . 
}'cu will hat¥ to urultrstantl wAat ;rou Nnr. It's likt ltnnu'ni tl _fttlt' · 

lanJ.utJf.t. l'ou rt:ill A~vt to I ram thtJI)'tJII art 4tlllht font qf all u:lstl~r 
tJf rn'fJ[ulr'M, rent u:ilt hfll'l to_ lnttfmlantf thfll ClifT boditi btfon.~ to -c·· ,··c , .. _ ; 
no o11r rlu-M thtJt i!fdut!u '"''"'· hru!arult, to~l;~ts.jtJL';ffs.-

Our hDdirs h4l!t Mr:tlt, tJntl thtj. lrJo, b~lt111f '" loll tl11i w- t~l•"'· . 

uy nrt rttlaimi"( cur !or/its nrtl 011r lrrat/1, IIV wilfntsO ·~::~'j::j,~~·!;. •:;"_':;, 
No t.mt txetJ!I or;rsrlws, as ~·omf'n, u·iilgtl t:llrfi,Jcm. 
rrrtl full Dllf"nDtf!l'. 

u; wilf not Df'rn <111 ,,.,,.,"'"''for ,rt~w ~r f;tJintih~ II••:.'~AI;.•,~:~~~:::'~::;~·~·· 
r111lurt 11j Bri!J' Fn'tt!an's The Ftmirrine M.ystiqu~. l'l 
that lflt tririnli.tll!i'"' 'If ltous•u'Ork it 11l:o 4nrrtt11fint to 



'•}; ~;;~:~i;:.~~'"':•~::;'~;J_,:,n·,t,.. itn'fllr,tl in lhr slru;J:lr tif thr_ JO:t:r•tir 
.~_; t!itfn'l...Arxin _uoi!h:Thr .Frmininr '-ly.stiqut· ''' 

thr Frt_rr!C>r:r--R;tf, hlUts u·ith.~. ~of bmt "I' mul 
tllid lhr Bfnr'l. U'CI,;rr. in Miuiuippi hlld ru~nni.:;,rJ 

·u.·,,.,, P""" U•limit,<. 
r.;~ thrm~.th lht Z'Oirrt tif~vrnrn (t>j thr oit! ltjt}~ ·h~w 

:Jfitl•:~· ·.,::·~~·~~~:1:::·:•;~~··::/ut ltit'l'lrn) ,\foi~mriTiruu. IJ( l:m•w """' 1111111r Clrna Zttkin.ottm•i:n'-.:t_".J !hn_t il U'!'/' _•1 rrnl m<T;! 
hou· £tttll llrt fimtlafirm £{GI,.ichhrit 11'>1..<. n11J tlmt 

""' A.:n't' rrr;lhinx romfumob!r 14 it. ll"r- irmmtrl, nnv'rthdn.r, ffl hr lmml, n,r 
"'"!; t.u4i._•;~,:C>II't imp1irtfli"" JtrtfU tQ ~ 1h111 ru ha.ll:rttrr hDU .. ur tnn~llt.<, 
bu(_lw;f~jf. lrrT iuf't"ri"'i!i i1nr~tmWn.t :r_.,mrn ttn rlas1 lintJ Jtji biJJrn 

'',.nrrr·oif'ttl$ cf ll·t ••Jiiom4n Qrmtit111, '' nuul ,f elllwu· '"'!'' l.rf/J lht 
11jtr~tit1i f!(lhr 'rtiJ must bt. ,{ntf u·r nlsf!l:nn"·tlmt "ltnt "!/I Atm. Zrtkirr t111tf 
.l.u;rmflbu~ l~tlutful. /rp.( loruu;:M fJUI th,. mnfr rhr111r•ir.iJm ;,. thr f>nptr. 'Tbt;:r 

-- J:,IJfollto.."Nt! tl:r "m.-r. ;., f'tlntidtrin.~ thDI rtl'llhin.~ mu.1l hr t!onr tn l•rr11t· II/' 1111' 
-5mif:i:.- ~ l.'r_r pa"'!r ~" Jir~ing In "strirt!r pmrnrnl. strirt[r .frmitoiJt'' 
- lfrltltt"n t#:h,.; than lot l:Jrr!fttd rdtJ, tht h(}Uil!tfJ!J U'Om""· • 

'ci'f"·'''· ''• ;: ,,,;;;;:)i';~;;.:.{ ;u;<:,-~'tl'l•: bit ttrrirlmtnllhat tlrr mnfr lrt~ftu in_ tilr SPD_s,• 
.. ll1rur ma!ml:mms, l'flttlr-cluJJu-inisl ri•narb wlmr Luum-

: :',~~.;t;,t';~':~:;:~~::-·~ tll'tl Bt!uf! Arul CDuld it tr ""U""tnl tllflt rlv mDlr 
~· tmt! u·il~ul firriall' supfJt;rt.fint rtsiJUJ th,. 

::;~;~~:·;:J,;;;,~··;~:;::; r«:~mht J mortmmt mui nDrc lrr Vf'TT murlo tl'l < oul tlrr priorifJ of-!h,. fJnrl_r:thr Pnr!r, thr · 

·ii':7"iF~•: •-:;;,:~~;;;;,;;;;;,;i;,;,;~ hDrr JfJiirrJ~ JfJ u.;. imiit Sttirtttnru, c:i,.,.ry ii(Drrmt 
hrrr tJni iiDW. l.t11dtr 110 rircutnJittllttl IL'ilf U"t' Itt 

""'/,.,A,,.,;,;., "rlr!!riflr urrt!rr tlrr 1hihbt1f,.fh "lhr Jnril'll 

;;::~!; :~;:;~;~~";:.77mt htu nlw'!,'tJ J~tt"tt! ns tlt:Vlr for your "lraJrr• 
:- lfJ motlf' nil r!tdrioiu, U'n·tr oil fraflrtJ, pnmphlrls, 

lrotls, u·llilt ell ;:·r do U cranJ: tht- mii7UD. motr!Ji,,.. 
Fi~al{r.--tlrt tlt(l.d imflttrlo_nt tMni u:r 'MUll au U~trn /(' htm tlrt th .. ·I"Ctim 

Df tlrr- 77:irrl UOrltl. 71rt mrl .'lfro-:hin", Ltrlirt .1m,.rirnll stru;;.clr~­
',.s!'irial{r_efrt'(tmm-<trt nat htnrtl ;,. t.~, rlrtttrrit nt_tlu Tri~CDnl_innrtnl 
Q-1iiusm, t.ut i:r tAt Jimjllt ".,.,rtf, Dj {'ttJf'lt likt '"' /lliu~- U'tlm.'lll u·lrtr 
s1Yiftt! at trlrrrt frmiMfl m,.,,, In Iter; ''I'm ntrllltrtrrmtll!r tDnri.nurltfu:l 

: -Dit~t4:.1ilVN1iltll, tilt""!' it's !tin,: sJtrtfrtl put, rr•ill ual[r nnrllrr:rt!r ntl'ffl/ '·!' 
/iOtroti""· I'm ~tOt Josurt r.Vrm it t11mtJ timr 'tt~put t/fJu-1! "'J ttm'lhttt lt1·r>r. "t 

_" ,',aiof 1111 6rt~ell'l shor~r! ill "9' halflh, as II' r-~n:t" of "!.J' C11hn11 JiJim .'rDf't.'" 

, _ ~-J,itr; ii~ ·~R~\;olutionnries All,"' turns to the impact on thC' E,;1st ofthr 
~, first"Ru!'Jh\n R·c,'Oiution, 1905-01. In Persia (torlay's Iran) not onlr did 
_:~ t~c-impAct IAst_throush 191 t, but it became the rl'fcrencc p:1int for the 

"~"-~:'~c·';9i!f.'haiiiam· R.c.:\vhilion.-- I ·here inch:de C'":~erpl! ·from A Pt~litical· 

Philo!iophio: Lelt('r I wrote u that _r'C'."'lution unfolded. 
only h;u lhr. rOle ofwuriaen in th~ ca'rly !Jc~s_ian _R,,·,·;I,<ti<>n 
O\'l'r, but c:vcn_when th~ acth·it)" ofthc.worrlen in 
lion. has been re-corded -(and in his HislDrJ"' cf -~-':c 

T~otsky did y.·rit(' a_mo,-ing chaPter on the "'Fi_ve pay$'" ·~~~.~~~:~~~l;;'i\~~tt 
Tsarism in February 191_7), it is the courage and not the ::1 

women that :!'tands out. Indeed, Reason is ncirl)' totall~.-
Trot5k)' hoids'thai the women· iCaiiy didt;~'l know.,.·hai iJ;cy 
in the Frbruary revolution, and tl1at it was o_nl)' in No~·cfnbcC, ,..t>en ''" 
Bolshcvik!i were pr~?·dominant, that theory wa:s_ e-qual to 
and thnt pnwcr was won. · _ -. _ 

The truth is that what initiati::d the actual Overthrov.:of'Tsa~i,;rilt~l~. 
the action of thC women in February.· Further,· the- t-ruth 

February all the ~volution3.ries:-:.Bol!ihcviks,, Mcn!'ihi<::,~·1i:k~s~,~;;t.~l~~~-"--volutionarie:l"t-were advising against, that action on 
\\'omen's Day.4 The women dismissed their ac.hiCc:~ 
wartime against the T!iar. as well as against their.factory ~>~d;•ti?:n•r.c 

produced such ma!ish·c:; spontaneouS support, nca:t- o~~~Y~ .. ?'s§~~~t~;~~~r~ working women but from housewives and"womcn on th"e 
finally imp:uro th:: male politicos to join th~m.~ aDd th_e 
unfolded. That w:u fact ·and philosophy....;;.but ~1 didn't. 
politicos look ar the activitY of thci wOfnen as Reason. -

BccaU!it 1 held that_ masses in motion, Y{Omen as welt as '"·en'•-''"''.!'~~.,o;,':'c;;.·.~~ 
oneS Y:·ho· "mal:.C:"'' 1-CVoiUtiOn'i'; trarisfOrm reality, - '"'~' '" ''""'' 

grate the so-called role: of women. On the co~e~~;;~;.;!;::•~:c:.~;:~;~:~t 
they, and they alone, initiated- the actual ievolution; as 
milkmaids in what bee."\ me the ParisCommurie. (Seef~tnotc, p. 1 
my ''In Mc,tnoriam: Natalia"s~do"l.'a -Trotsky," I take up- the ~!onl'•···· 
question C'lf"The Role of\Vomen in Re\-·olution." . 

One of the -Unique featUres Of oui age is -that Lhc auilud~ .tO_ 
acti\•it)" and thought of women is difrercnt today from wha.t'ii h.ld IX:eii. 
in othf'r ages. At the end of the 19GOs, when \Vomen's ,LiberatiOn h"ad 
moved from an Idea whose time had come to a Mtwement. 
!lcries of lectures at the Unh.•rrsity Center for AdUlt .~d;~~~~~:~,~li .; ~ 
Wayne State Uni\'ersity and the University of Michigan in 
These were· delivered without a·uy writtCn text, and were !'ummarized ~­
by m)' colleague, Olga Dom:m~ki. 1 include in Part II both ,~hat·,,; 
summation and her essay lln "\\'omen's Liberation in' Search·Or a·: 
Thcory:_Sumrnnry of a Decade-." 

The:: Part concludes- with c:xccipts from" '"New Pas!'ions and 
Farces,'' the final chnpt~,r or m)' :vork, I'Miosophj a~.f R~rool'wli'.oo·;. 1';~~···~;:~:~~~ 



· ,' J/r.r)· In Mno. Thi!l fim\1 chilpl-cr rcrnnnc-ci!'; ~-ilh 
that war~. whc~e.l.alolr; .. lt was as if,li~d's 

1~~~~~~~f:?·s~~i:;~·~·l.si_multancously ~·•bicctivMhircti\·r: m~·ftidtion Hoth in life_ and in co~nition, •Subjccth•ity'-li\"C' 
~haping history via a· totally n~w rdatic•no;hiJ> 

(p. 421. . 
thnt thnughrmoM :mccinctly in his r.,t~::~y, ~·Prro!)· 

''The philo~ophy of praxis is consciousnrl's full of . 
Y.·hkh the phiiO'>ophcr himself, undC":r.<;lood buth 

:as :m cntirr !lodal group, not merely ~r.,spS the 
pc•!Oils him~rlf as an clt:ncnt of chc conlr:nlic-tions 

dcr1cnt tn a principle Qf knowledge and ahcrriOrc of 

Centers· on •·sr_xisrO. Polfdcs a;,(t RcvC'Iution'-Japan; Por­

' ;,~:~~·j)~;;;~;·,;;,::·j'~",;~ Latin _An~crica: the U.S.-Is thcr_c an O~;mi7.a· 
.: In gr.1pplinf!'With Women's Libcr:atiCJ~ intt'rnati~mt\lly, 

mallt'r how diiTC'rcnt the· group or what the country, 
;o·:.:'"' ,,.nno ,,;_,,_,.,;,,.;.,.,,.! qurstion se<:mrd to prrvt\iE Could ;1 nf'w u~:mi,...;•-

:v;l'rt;:iii~~;;~~;~,~::i:~:~·:~";,~swer to wom:m's never·cOdins >;~pprcssion. in· ;' at work, in the home. and in the ~uppol"cdlr 

1~~4~.~1~~j~f~~~~,:;~~!~i~:~ofthout!;ht and ofrC\•olu;ion, ,:;rounded ir. tht· pcrma;Jcnec,'' may seem un~"anneclcd to tht• 
And the whot:- que:.tion Of or_;::.1;.iz:.ti.,n :~.:; 

the practice or new rdntions brtwecn men 
.' a.n<l ,,;,ionon wa~ not com1Cctcd by the: \\'omen'' Liberationi!'l5 to 

, phi~u~ophy of"rn·olution in perm:.nrnce" as ground fc•r o~a· 

J~fl;,:~i~~,:~~~N~'~<:'','~c~rt~ltoc~lfc;":;~·:~~~o!~'i'~h;jc';;m~o:;l:c~;.J...eft to sec the women ·s drmancl for rr!atit•ns a.s onl)' a quc5tion uf ~ma.ll \'!1, larr:tcr 
,-;, crntralit.ation, to cnnsidrr thi~ 

"ann.ich;,,.;,,"or rof'to!.lking of"prnnrlal" rather 
rnther th;,n scring in it thr question of new 

than the pragm;,.tism of our age. h discloses 
nuolr cl>nol'·;;.,;,no inherent in the Len but lhr.ir insrnsiti\'ity '··· .. ~~~r?;;;;:;~~~~~~~;,:~· concept of the dildcC'tk!l of rc\·ohnion iuseparnble from his concept oft he- prindplr!l 

hi,_ Criliqur of thr Gotha /'rtJf!Ttlm. 

t•rJ:nniodnp; Jdca (with n C;'lpitnl I)-that i!!. w 5ay, 
fC'\'ulutkm-is that the uprooting ncf'dt·d C'nnnllt 
practice nnr philo~ophy from organit.ntiou;~ There 

un nrw !loeict)' short of ahotishing tht' di\'ision of mrn1al !'"d 

manu<~l labor, thereby' ~<-ating the conditinn!'l needed· 
drnlopmcril of a whole person. 

h isn't only \\'_omcn'!ll Liberationists or toda)''s ~ft 
C'onncction. hct\..·een Marx·s philosophy of rc\.·olutiDU 
urg;:mi7~·uion:. ·This has chi\i-ac:lcrfzed _ ~e whQte·_ 
world. The ~cat est iliuminition of that ·t:o; the 
aries in the Russi~n Revolution of 1905-07. The 
))f"Tmanencc,., was SfJ 1nUCh _in the_ 'lir. then 
the" 1905 St. PctCr.;burg So\'ict wa.,. dubbr'd by 
TC\'Oiuticn, .. and Trotsky accepted it. lt _was 

S(•lidarity of l\-hrxi5t:t in japan and in RusSia wa!> fi~·~:Y,~,:~:~~:~~:~:\~~. 
the Japanc~c Mancist Sen Kataritma shOok ·the hand of. the 
~-larxisl Plckhomov at the lnternational Con~:rcss durin~ the 

Rmso·Japanese 'Var; Why then did "reVolUtion in F·~b~:·;::~·~:~;.:;~: c.,ti~1 
~ink in a~ stra_tegy for revolUtion as well_ as I 
t'Vcn when, by 1917, 1905-07 •was secil as having 
rehearsal'' for 1917? 

Com;idei-,.too:- the "NeW-Left in"Jap:m in our ·~·-;;:;~~~~rj,:~~~~·,.:~: 
section of Zenga'kuren, which h:.d broken with the 
because they considered Ru5sia a~<~t,atc---c:J.pitaHsl ~ocletY-~nd 
gone bt\ck to the beginning of Mar.c's 11-brxi!i:m, when he' had 

hiS philosophy- a "new .Humanism •. ". This g~-ll"~P~·iw~·~·~~·:·r.h~e~·, ~~~riii)~~~~~ trandate and publish, inJap_3.nese, Marx's 1844 
Manuscripts, in v.•hich the M'imr.\'umnn rdation:.hip i:o iV 
not only did they disregard that point in Jl.b.rx's EssaYs, 
as if the concept of Alienated Labor meant only class ~:~~~~:~~~ 
in~cnsitivity to Y..farx's concepts or thf" Man!\'\'om<'n rt 
sistcd C\'Cn aftC"r a woman became the first to die dUring 
sn:tkc.d:anccs that kept Eh;enhowcr from landing in Japari in 

\\'hrn_l got to japan in 1966, I was shocked tn find_ that 
were there no women in the leadership, bUt women did not·,':~~:;j:~ O'.',.•i"'.;._; 
Ouor in thC" mC"elings the New Left had sponsored for me. It was 
raet among man)' others which 1 raisC"d in my critique to them 
creating room for the_ new fon:c of \\'omen's Liberation. 
dciJatc is not induded in the report of my trip tojapan which 
in this Par-t. J have appended to it the discussion of that question 
cnmpr.:llcd to rnisc in my talk _to WRAP (\Yomcn's Radical 
f'r~jccl} in 196!). 

The whr;lc: question of objccti\'ity and prtJttUt of the Wo:~o~n:·::·:~l~:~:~c~·····:~] tion- Monmcn_t is so crucial a mark or oUr age that, 
country, nnd whether there was a recognized ·autonomout 



' :~:;~!i~:t::•;: :::';:i:;:;;:wt"re ~!lent, th...-rc i~_abSolutdy ~o dnuhr that d...-::P 
,o:~·"' ,•:'.·... to sc:xism 't.·xiJ>ts: - · · 

sce it in t~e Portuguese R~\·olutinn whC"rt, even brforc the 

~~i~::;S"·tr!:~~~i~~:!~:,i~r::·~·;~c~i•::m~·::;burst forth, a boOJ.-. c3llcd 771( Thm MariaJ · · which the authoritieS thought tl•cy Cl•uld 
its three authors. So powt'rful wa~ the prot~t 

· Lib~l-alioit Mo~·L:il1t:fli li~tcmatir ..... uy. · 
authors g3in their freedom but <tl1 autcinl)mous 

m•ovcntct>t bccamr. intl:~r"l to thC" renJiution it:t.clf. Despite 
dO Car~no--who headed the «"VCIIutionary group, 

PFlP,IBR{!tc·vo!Uitio~>.ry P:uty_ of tht,Prolttariat/Hc_\"Oiutionary. Bi--i­
th"e qucS1ion of aparHtfnri.•mo (non-pnrtyism) 

the Mm.,.ist moVcmt'nt~ismisscd the auton­
Won>«>'• Liberation M:ovemCnt as pu-rdy peuy-bo~rg_.eois­

"''"''"vo•lut;o,""''1'· But the women who, during her own 

l1~::~:~~·;:~:;gcamr. "to hCr so imprcssed•hcr that sh(' .s:1id: 
,:.:.·< '''''i'tn> to think our whole struggle, the stru~gir. of the Rcvolu-

{~Ec : :·····''''"'''11. Fl'rnnlr·•Partr. wa:o~ n;;:al,l)-· a light carrinl on b); womcn.''
6 

That 

ji~~~:J,,;!t1;~E~:;~~:~~;;~::;: "·her:·: you art" talking of the_ f"C\"olution as a . 

wrOng as her previous dCnial orthC" WLM; but ;~~~~·~~';}~~~f~[~~t~~:~;~~~:.:.:~! that the .Portuguc::se. Revolution really 
ofthi:: wortjcn'_'- m~w•mtnl <lS ;t ncw"rcvoh_lti;.,n:lry f~rCt' 
undeniable. · • 

~j;';~.··· :;,;:;;~;;;:~;~~~ fonn of thi~ m:wneu is seen in POland. I include h~rc, 
j 11. r~:pon 1 ret.'eivcd from a young Polish exile on the women 

so crucial in the creation of that ne"-· world stage of Polish 
;i .:.re,"<l•ll:.:...~o/'/d,,,.,,.,_, Part Ill niSo shows l\\~0 \•ery dilferent attituri<"s on 

women rt:\'olutionarics in China to the rd:uionship of 
··: •r•h;il;,OOjp!ty oi.nd rc\·ohition. Ont is the autt.>erat,Ji~ng Qing; thr otheds 

~ .Chinnc_rcfugce I Call Jade; whom I intt'r\'ic:"·cd in Hon~ Kong on 
t!te Of the C~hural Re\'olution.' At the same .time, I critique the 

' .;.,;;~j,~~,'dio~f,0t,hc Amc:rka.n feminist, Roxnn!! Witke, who. far from com· 
- the tn'Olu:ir~nD'J cssen\.-c of \\'omcn•s Liheraliou, hns for­

nearly all her ·crimes. 
poinl we relt.lrn to the United States. specifically the lntt"rna-

~~!):_., ; ·;~i~~:~tr:~~: Yc:~r Conference" in Hou!Oron, Texas in 1977. This c-spcd<lll)" imporlnnt bC"enu!Oc it mi'de mnnift"sl the 
urthC'·Third Wt•rld u·ithiPI the u.s. It is thAI which C;t\l n new 

~ :c)~iumi,niltion CIO the whole question or Lntin Amcric-.1. Pa"rt 111 thu'5 
-C'lld!_: with .. The Lutin Amt'rican Unfinished Revolutions," whether 

;;,:;;~;;~:;',''' c•c:' 

---- ·---- ----- ---------



Msa)·"itl 1hi:"> St'ction was my response tn a cha1len.ftr to 
a :sin;lc lc::turc, an a.n3.i}•si!i'of"Thc: Grurlf!riss~ ::mtl l\'nn1c11's 

!:j~~l=?f~:;·;:n:·This 1~7-l ICctU'r-c wastr.in~crilu·d and p1ibli:shM th;u ytar 
_ Jti,mm$ _Prus. I accer)tcd lhe challc-n~c beo.:auS.c \\'om~n·J; 

i!; ari illumination of Marx·~ \~ision of hum:m dc\·clnpnlcnt 

~~~!~~; '-,; :;~j~!~d~si.i;rticulatl:d '.t!> "arl a_bsolute nwvc'nlcnt Qf becoming .. in the 
~~ In truth. frnm hi:~ \·C:_ry fars't hrt-ak with capitnlist !>odcty in 
i!~:;;;j•f ·; c'~~~~::;'j:,:· he_ wrote h_i_s J-:conomic-Philosciphic Mantr!ir"_ripto; ·~111'1 'd('­
i~ tO be the univci-sal c';~ss, Marx cxtcridcd thr ~ncept of 

AliCilation tn tht' !\l:t_n/Woman~·.rch.tionship and in all life u!ldcr 
cl\P.ilaliSm~ This i::: why he- conr.:Ju'[:;:d _that the systrm· needed to be 
t!.ltl'i~ly_up~ootcd-thaf is to sa}·, ncr-derl 'nOihini; short of a "rr\·olutitm 
if! Ptrl'!l~nenCc.·· C:l~arl~· .. th;at little'word, dialeCtic, whicl1-compriscd a 
crhique_'or "all that is"-that is, the "nc~ation of the ncg:ttinn"'-

'·" a.wholo:: new continent of thought and orrn"'ltuiou. 
his' 18·1-3-+1- Humanist Essays did not stop at calli•tg for llu• 

j~;ri± .. )~i~~j~~·~o~:r~f"~'·:i•;Y~'~'<~.m. 1marad. he Once more afticu13tcd thc di:~lr.c· II,(. "revolution in- permanence." in hi~ concrpr of 
('\'CII afic:r communh;m harl hc:c:n nchic\'cd. "BUt 
is not ~he ~oal of human development. the form 

"he w~tc _in "Private Properly and CommuniSm:· 
it in his ''Ciitique of the Hegelian Di:tlectie~· this 

i:; hu;;:ani:r;m mcdiatt""d by .the transCendence of 
, Only by the tranSCcOdcncc ofthi~ medial ion ..• do~ 

U>:crc: •ri•eporiti~ Humanism, beginning from itself." · 
"~- - . -what 'he c:~pr~ssed in 1857-:SR in his manuscriPts on ''Ecu· 
nomies~' (which WC' know as the Gruntlri:st9

) a.S_"the absoltll[' 0\0\'['ffiellt 
.. of bccciining." In a word, far rrom being all on economics and n 
- -dcp3fiU.rc from philosophy, these-. manm::cripts pro\'cd otll nvr:r a~:ain · 
. tlia.t -·M~rx·~ h<"w cncnuntc:r whh- HC:Jtd's /...Dgic anrl his acccptonlce of 
·-·~ab~oiUtC movement of becoming"' was a d['epc:ning orhis tr:msforma-

. ·,:::_tiori:'-of_the Hegeliom dialectic from a U\'olu!ion in pkiiMl'P·~r into a 
. , ·:_~_.: phitr5silphy of m>O!rdirm. 

'}·_ -"-~ :-.. \\'h~n, in thal1857 GnmdriJsr, MarA first projected the_ A!iiatic MCldc: 
:::- •··• .. 'ofPf~uC•ion aS so funda.n1enta.l :t path ofhumnn dl"Vclopmr:nt that he 

io.dded 'it' as 3. rounh form to the three form~ he hart pn'\·iousl~· 
'>idefltificd,;,;...slavcry. fcudnli~m. C.'1pita1ism-hc was ket·ping: hi\ mind's 

t::e on the p~~!oihlc futurc p:.thway~ to a nr .... · ~ndety while o;turlying the 
'hiMoriC_ form of human dt'\'clopmcnt. lnd['t"d 0 he ncvn din·rtctl fro,m 
that vic\..· or .. ah~olutr mO\'emcnt of becoming:• To m:~kc sure lh:tt hi~ 

fourth ft'lrm would not be glo~sed over ju~t hrc.'\U!le he 

.: __ -·----·----·-·· --. ·' -· ---~:..--
dedd«< not tc j,ublish.f:hOsc mar.urocrijlts On 
thc-.. concept in the. Prcf:lc~ to.his 1~9 
ahis day, that paragraph rem~in·s __ the 
Historical ~iatel'ialiSm·. . . 

. -The crucial decade of the Hl10s-wheri 
finall}' an Opportunity to viey.>"- Marx's o<:u'-re'.'" 
publication of hil'l Etlmnfol!ic.al No(rbilrlks, his 
the ~CC!'.de when '\'\'amen'~ Libt>~z:!itm-·h:ld 
time had come to a Movement. \\'hat the El'h"''''S""'l Jl'ohA•a• 
was how radicaliy di['~rc~t Mitrx's; views wr.rc 
\\"mnen.•s Liberation from those .of Engels's Orilin 
Proprrly 'and tlu Stt:lt, which Engels· had published 2s .~ 

· Marx. While the third essay in_ t.his section conc-,:nir.iics. 
tics of Women'S Libciation in Primitive and ~-iodem 
final section concentrates on the Etlmolotic.c./ No:~bonks_-,.$ 

non-Ma.nchts as well as to ali post-MarX ~;::·~~:::ieng. ·el~~~··~©~~:;;~ 
\\'hat prevails in tha: final section on "The 

Global Crises .. is the need •o overcome this 
indeed, it motivated· the entire collection. 
aborted revolutions hnS led dissidc!tlS, even in 
~earcb fer the_ missing link to 
forms _or organization. Thus, 
their- discussion -or dialt:ciics 
critich:m of the male Len. I had been fi::cling that 

·War II gCneration· had been raisiz::'g totally new'questioris 
end of that war had solved none of the myriad cri:=~s 
Dcpre:::sion and the: rise of fascism ·which had led to the 

PUt another way, new- forces of revolutiOn were ~~· ;~~~~;:~E!liJ~ theor~ticians to come up with nothirig short of a new 
. a new way oflif~.Instcad, they were being :saddlcctwith 
tyrannic~, new forlns of mass d~structior., a new :sta'ge 
and a total way of nuclear lerro·f and death . 

The first essay in this final secllon on the ·::~;;~;~~~;;r..~fit~);:;,;~ ophy to Rc\'Olution:• which cOntrists M:iu:t~s 3ncl~ 
had originally been conceived as the first chaPter in a 

projecting on \\'omen's Liberation. 1 intended lo dral, on o~.::~·::~,l·i~~ 
with new forrns of organization. and, on the: other, to co;t;iat•e \ 
Libcrationists (or disrc=garrling Rosa Luxemburg, the 
re\•olution01ry from whom we today could learn a 

. dialectics or revolution and the spontaneity of the 
volvcd a new- npproach to org:mization. In the proCess 



' Ilk•:;,;,. ll~i~ :tnatrsi~ has pro\·~d to br..thc mnst cnntrtJ\"c-rsi:tl part of 
ri;},';;c;,;~;'!~it~~;;o~illi<~>"s1 nCCC':O!Iary \0 !'i.ltCJI;S the proce:;~ by.whkh l\brx cam'.! to 
f Xntrhr~af.s. Po:a·!\l"rx M<~rxists have treated ~larx·s 

.t1S a do~ma or as a mere drscription of his a.~r with no 
· nurs. X one or the conclusions th3t ?-.-farx rlrc-w. h(lw­
h""' wt"JJ.ioumlcd, seriously rcscard1cd. or pr-o!Ouncll~ 
c\'Cr stated as a ~it·m conclu~ior:t, nC}'Cr 1'1 be :-~-, 

i!'O oll\'irus fi·Om his letter answt'ring the Populi!'il critic, 
on'th;\t mo~t fi'lnd:.mental principle oftht' accumulation 

climaxcs.Marx~s ti~!crip~ion oCl11c "lnw of motion of 
to its doom::tvbrx th·nied that this ducripti•m of 

for u·-··-·- Europe had bern ~:nalyzt'd a!'i a Universal. 

!l~l'i.;'•,:·~: •. :;~)·:~~:: 1 ~·:;.:ji<;i;•~t:deCd, t~chOologirnll>· backward l:tnd!'O (!tuch a:o; 
!;:: a dilfcrcnt p:~th, and C"'."Cn h:!.\"C the rc\'nhHion 

\\'est. Nor was· this 5omethin~ written only in A letter to an 
......... .,,.,., that , .. ·as ne,·cr sent. He dt"\'cloped. it also in four lung unpuh­

lcllcrs In Vt'ra Zasulitch. 
those ICU('f'!'i he cite-s the ract that "an American \.niter'' Wh<:J wa~ 

"'\;nlutiom~~· or' hi!'itodcal moitcriaH!Iit (he \~"<ts rcfcrrin~;t to I .. ewis 
· M~rs:;nn) had written a most exciting bnok which fii,.dfl~ccl all 

nrw- tindin~ts :lbout prc-C'apitalist sucic-t}'• the Iroquois C'~Jlt'­
"'·"' at that timr workinp: on what we now know as tr1e 

... ·._ .. F.tolm;•ro,li<nl 4\.rlt'h~o.l.i-ahd 1\·fcrgari.•s .tlnrim~ Sodlfr was thC' crutral 
f'"""•''"' M:~.rx's nnlcs included A ~rcil.l manr c1thC"r anthropolo~iC"al 

hy M:~.ine. l.i..bbock, and othrrs. Clearly. il w:w. tho~t· Mudi~. 
.:whCai ·sf't in thC: context of his philosophy of re\"olutiun :md human 
.'-dC\·_C.h>pmr.nl,lh:u led to I he amclu~ion th;\t rc,_·olution could come first 
frl R. lnnd. p1cr·ir!nl tlu~ hi,toric conditions were ripe :md the 

rd;\trd itself to the rest of thr worlrl. Jndrt"d. this w:t~ 
··r,.od•:in'I<O opc·n!r in nothing less than the 1882 ltltroducci••n to the 

I),C:.o£'''-~ ''""''~" ~dition of the Cutnmunisl ·.ttanif~,/(1, 

, ___ •·-c,~:+:-~K~~~~~~~ 
In' thi:o. -author~5 mind ~n- ~ntiie1y-_ difr~!:cnt .rl<:m;eri\"ff.:lo!a 

qu~:!<tioll Or th~ 3..uiiudc_ th~ _alJ!hor·h3..~--~~o-.w~h~•;:t~;,~~~~:~:~;f~~,~~~~ problem that is·_ prcoccupyil1g her. it· is_ nO\ _ 
minded 'coliCag\J(•_o::, _in-_Jny ~ind, WhO __ shOul~­
pr()('c~s of working ·out- the idca:;;of a bOok. 

submiurd to the scrulin}· ofworkcnt, ':.:~:ll~i'::~,~~.k~~i~;~;:;:-~~~~l~l~ 
-is tv say, tl.c furu·.s· or n:voiutiOn~hoth"aS 

· _.:tfu·r il rCachC:S completion, This wa:;, dorir~'-'~ith ~~f~~~~~~~~~ theOretical wor.kS. The final Section of th~ la~t 
prcscms letters "..-nu~n during the_ procr:S:. or 
WOm/on'.r Libmrlion, and }.farx's Philosoph_r if.R•T•.f•t:ie>l •. : 
scms the first lecture given (i.m Dl"c._ ,3, 
complcll!d. · . · - . · ·-. · 

AftCr thC' hook.was published I ernbarkc:d on 
during the Marx centenary year, 1983, and 
new questions on the relationship of 
re"-olution. Thr: final selection included 
the new questions posed. \\'hat seemed to 
mi~sing link of philosophy in rd3_tion!lhip,to 

·and in fact._ That is what.is- m-~.ant" by·_-thc 
Jndi:cd, it appeared to-me·o.zlat this is' whai. is 
have been ·Writing on the new momrnL~ in Ma::X's 
coOtinuit>-· or Marx's whole philosoPhy orre-voluti~~. 
a break in Marx~s devdopment. It is no accident that 
any of the .. new moments" which ,tiJto:y discuss tO 'the 
revolution, especially \\'omen's Liberatio!J. 

II is imperative to look anew at other-historic 
that way to grnsp how the pract!c-.ntity_ orphilosophr .,,~;,. .. ~. ;. .• ~··"'~',\' 
objective cdscs are so total as to brirlg ori actual 
precisely :!.I such critical point.s that t'"'O such displmotc 

a.'> Sartre, the profr.s!'iional philosopher, and~~~:;:;;:~~~~~t:~~~~)"i:@:j~~ practitioner, e"'ch felt' the need to turn to 
nutbrt:al.: of \\-'orld \Var 1 and Sartre on 

In his Wh!tl U Littralur~? Sanrc wrote: "1\!;:t,,pl>y;•ic•'is 
discussion about abstrnct notions which 
experience. It is a lh•ing clrort to embrace rrcm 
c'onrlilinn in its totality.''IJ Unfortunately,_ wh=n 
Sartrc tailcnded r:~Jc_ Communist Pnrty instead 
dcfinilion thnt: .. Tite praeticr of philosophy is_ itsdr 
critique th;st measures the lndi\'idual.existence by 
particular by the ld~a."! 1 -



. 

wa~ f::u·•·d with the C'xtrf:mr-~ o£)he-SC"cond lntrrnation· 
'$.1.;.irn',·all.,,~~co•li''I"C attlic ou-tbreak of\\"orld War I and tUmr:d tu 

HC<'d'• !fnm<·,,fLtJgk.' hailed th011 dialcclic work of abstract u:oti•ms· 
a ch01ptcr· on "LifC'~'-and inc:Juding it in the final part of 
of Notion attha.t. LC"nin-wrotcj in his Philosopllic SotL6ookJ: 

i.fr in logk il' comprchensihlc-:md hrilli:t.nt­
thc of the rcRc_ction of the objicti\'C 

cohsciousricss ofmzn an~ of the t~ting­
thmugh. pr.tct_icc ••. •• n~cnin·~ Cnt~ 

p. 202) • 

• ····~::tz~sj~~;;?~:~·.~ t .. :lmlc :;cction of the Scimc, of lA~ic on "The Jdca"' . bc-~:t ofthr dialectic,'' and du1: dcrpcr into the 
writing down: "Schm'ei"z i:n· .'cine wirldich(" Exi~· 

\\'ldri<nmrl•"' in tht." livin~ indhidual." Lenin stops 10 nOte 
on .. prouss,n .. kind,'' .. intcrsubjec· 

··a-nd "tut:'llity" a~ the_d1aptrr an "Lift'' was 
arid "'tran~itinn.'' Hetti cndtd Ch"-plC'r J 

lJ on "'The !de2. of COgnition": "TJu: Idea, 
its pa~ic:ularity which ccristituted the living 

(Scienu tif Logic, p. 41_5). -
more· time ori the d~:aptc:r, "The- Idea ~f Cogni· 

sinp:li:d t..~uc-·"Man~s -~·gnition not only reOCc:ts 1he 
but crentt'S it," cnlting aurntion to the fact that Hegel 

. :ti;;;,,>el:r, iru:e••d ofpf'Ocecdin~t with the were, .. Notion," suddenly used 

::;:.;~;,;~l~~j~;:~·· l.enin finally .. lrnn~lated .. thc'who!c cozlc-epl or 
or OllC'SeJf an~ th~- "ntJrHfduafi{-r Or the world" as: ,-,i.e. 

docs nut s:nisfy ~:ui and man drcide~ to ch;mge it by his 
ae·tivitY~·: _ _ _ _ _ 

· Xo 'one, Ofeoun-c, wa!\ mnre cre:tti\"c than ~tarx, whn had discovered 
fjC;~ "O'wloolc nCw i:o:ltincnt of thoUght a~ he p.oipplrd with his "Critique or 

l

l?i., •. ·.~.~·~~~~· ~~~D~~i;a~lc:Ctii," where, as we hi\\'t' ~howed, he transl'l1rn1ed irr plu"losr:p/v• into a. philo~ophy oj rrvolutiott. Tht" task 
the diAir.c:1ic. 

. P_rc:d~ely, itamps the uniquc::ni-~'1;. the Orighmlity, the 
Marx's dc:\·dopment or thr" dialcct.ic. We c:an sec his 

\·ision in 'the: "last dt'C'ade or his life :\$ h~:· projectr"d the 
a sndal rc\·olution comin~ £ir~t in a tc:chnol~icall~­

tnuntry hcforC the so·eal!ro ath·anc:c:d economics. Thi~ 
period when he alMl wrolt' the Critiqui of ihr Gr.thn 

sh~rp critique or the: orga.ni7.:ltional rurm or ~ propn.\cd 

,.isttto«-' ,.r,·uur,.dktion 

• 

new Party. the propo,.ed-inCrger_or thcisC 
·._ ?\ia~ist~ with th~ Lassa.llc:oins. Th<it · 
tiaiio~ bc:h,:c:~~ Marxism and 
against ihc -prac:ticar point$ 
tJu~~c: fi\'e pointS Or actiOn as 

/\s was evident throu,;;hout 
writings on a single subject, 'Votncri's 

~~o~~t~~=-~~;;i,~~:~·~j'·i~~\i"dl'~;c~i~~"';gu~·~·~~rid~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ \"i::w or all humai-t 
wl•r this single 
rd01tes to philosophy or to .form 
thl" dial~ctics or n:\'nlution. Both 
during my 1983lecture tour. Spedfically, I . 

appeared contradiCtory to some in my audience, ')~;~,,!,;~~1t,,:~::~~:;:·::~:~~ 
(o:m p. 109 of RoS01 Luxrm~urg, lfhmrn's Li!JtrolitJn_. 4fl.d A 
Rtl'OiutiOn) that social re\•olution 'cernes first "JmmidiJ it 

revolutions cannot be--without \\~omen's L,,;)x,;::rn-;:;u~·~o:n ;~:i:~:~~: ~:~;~;;;fi2;;'·~~ 
men's b:!cks,' or by usini;: them helpmates._" i t 
CIJPcept as follows: · • · 

1/ist~r;· pmrts c wry Jif!imrt mtlr, u•Aitnt; wt look ~~ 
u•Ant il.r rWinniU~rt 1/lr "fl's w'lo initiated tltt mvl••:l•·•i•"<lkm"' 
furtlur hctktr~_ ilk Pmir~n R_ivo_lo~titm <if!iJ<IG'-11, ;o•hm fllu,..,.,(cii'!tJ; 
tltt N'ryfirsl u"'mm's soritl;-DT whdhtr utt f~J:. ttl P:ft r~U~ Ggr 
PortucD.t,u:Mtt ll~hd t!o C:Jnno raiml_tfu totdl{r NU.' - of'>i•~•••··· 
darbmo,/t is tmriJt{i 6tt11usr U'llnun~ lihnotiOnirts ~,.. 
frmt ar.d Rro2son :~"' th9 art tn~rial.lf uor crt IIJ tl~Ain~ 3~t('trSS 
m~l1dio1U, uv luur Ill stt tluJt lht u,crPoting tif_~lrt oU is IGlalftt~rn 

The Absolute Method allows for no "private en;ch"'<~":";,-~i~e~.~~E~:2 {i~j~ tion~ to the principii:: or Marx's Di31c.ctics, whcthi:r 
the organi::ational questions. As Marx insist('() from 
ni:~g, nolhing can be a private enclaVe: neither a:ny 
organization, nor even scicnce. In his E•conomic·Ploii<>S<>phi<: !llo;m,;·, 
:seripls he proclaimed that: "To hevc cne b:~sis r,_,r lire a•>a.~n,Oli><lc·.">r :":i. 
"science is tt priori a lie.'' .. · _ 

The truth or thi$ slatemcnt has ncver bl'Cn in,n>e<Jii,ie 
urgent than in our nuekar world, over which 
the -thre;tt to ~he VCf)' s_urvival of ch·ilir~iion a.s".""·•:• '""'':''"" ~··~· '"~''''(ici: 


