
~;a:y 1, 1984 
,\ ... .·;·'·-· ·. . . " 

Dear itevoiui:ionary sisters (ii~tuaiN"an K&i:i co1funi tte.i~')-; 
-~:----: ··1.~- .-... ,~ .. _..,·.~ .... l· ..... ,_ 

" . -_~he __ mail that _.just· arrived· is·· ._impor:tf\Ilt enouph_ .i'()~- me, .to 
)1~re, tak!3ri: back _-th~- _ P.~~sp·e~·t.i.;~~:_D~ait _Th~sis .. ]:_.'.ha~ded t~--· the..-PTC_. last 

Th.iz.sdsy,. i~ OJ:d!i;,' to add .the t6nowlnR ,p~;~al'r;,Ph to .the last pa.f!e,:­
a:r.t_er.:-:<~e, ·m:eriti'o~~- ·_t~e .. 'th~~e .'riew. puqil~-~ti~n~ th~t_ -~ill-· gr_~-~t. _us -~t-.. ~h~ 
. ·-'•. ',._; -~.' "'' ·-· .. .. . _.. '. •. . . -· . "'--- -_- . . ". . > -· ' . - - -

·_-_Convell:tionl.~- ~- t. ._, · .. -~ · · , :; . 

.. ._~efq-re,.l9B5, .o,tJi". 30th_ y_ear. Of' e:xi_stence·, _ has;_ep.de_q.,, :; 
·w·e 'pi .. _opoSe· 'to· puhli.S'h: a:· co118c=t1on o:f: So-me of the :ex-:-­

-:'ten~i ve _._wri tines bn·:wi:Jm'en • a· Libera~ion by_~<:Ray8. :ni.tna-­
yevska.va. It will be ready by International.·.:w~me!J'·~-­
Day and will· contain the events as ·well' as the· analy­
ses, beP-innlnp. with· our creat~_on of_ the category of' 
.Women• s Li.beration. as- .ReS son- ·as well ·as rsvolutio_nary 
:fOrce in . .-195.5~ The_ dGVClo'Pinent· of' womdri' S libera-

-:--· ~ ·: tion a·a Movement- and ·as· philo·sOphy: of lib_eratfo·n will 
be. dialec,tically. tied taFet~el~-.-.in an intro_du~tion 
that will' lndicate· new Per·spectivee:-. ·' ·- · ·-

Th€! ·,m~il __ I '.m. .r.~f"eri'ing to_ is_ t~:~· ... :le·;~er ·.I . .iu~t- re~e-~:Ve~d ;-. 
from Hulna~ii·i_~s Pi-~~s ag~e~ing 'to ptibliSh _-.j~st ~uch .. a col_lecti~-n o-i 
my work _o_n Women's .Liberation which could include eVery.thing from 
the. art·i~ie·-a;.; ·-the -~i~~t-~:~.'--~"~iv~~· i'r/·the_-·1949-56 'Stz:i·k~- ~;;d .the· "In· 
Memoriam" tO.- Natalia Tr.otsky, th~ou~h such articles as were included 
in ••sexi~. Pol.i tiC:s· aild Revolution" in China, to· tha_ lectures given 

at _the Urbnna- Thi~d: World Conf'erence and the New School· during the 
Marx centenary tour. 

~e_!3pi te my vehement opposition to the Kantian _catetrory, 
"ought," I'm t·orced .to use it bccau:::e there is nO other way to express 

the nead I feel for us to cunfront the reality that during the whole 
period since the publication:£ Raila Luxe:nbj!r_g_L-i'tQ..111en• s L~beration and 
-Marx~-Ub..ilosonhv of Revolution, the-re has not been a sin~:le break-
thro~gh- revie\•:---in the su-ca.lled i'eminist "press, To --me • ·-that -Sigrli:..­

ties that a more philosophic breakthroup.h on Women's Liberation must 
somehow be worked out, without waitinF fer the publication a~ this 
new collectien of old wri tinp.-s with a new introduct'ory summa-tion, I 

would like to prop•se t~at you take advantage_ of the_ pre-convention 

-period to wr; te nUt a sort of b~lancC sheet f"rom which a new concreti­

zation -- I mean new projection -- of !1-iarxist-Humanism for the w:u.: 
can f"low, 

r,·a turally' 

rnake in this peri~d. 
I'm looking forward to whatever summations you 

l<'ollowinc Suzanne's repcrt on WL ·to the _REB 
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on rr.ay ·15, I may send you- a· mora· elaborate contribUtion t:o your pre­

C<?nvention discussion~ F_or. a S_tP~r_~ter-._, howey_er:. I. _Wo~td :SllgffE!S.t t~at. 
you· fo_Cus -ori -:P~t "Iv Of' the. nr"aft· ·p~z."a·p~-~'ti~e~- Th~si.s · -~--· ,·,Otaec.:ti;it;,/,:: 

. Subjedtivity I In Act'ualitY ·a~d 'iri .Philosophy" ~-> e.ipei:ial'iy the dif'-
•_:: ·_·. ,.;_<,-- .. -~:: --: .. _-._-. '-·- ' •. ~_ :-...-.- '---··-----. ' - '.' " ___ : -~-.- '.· ·-- _;· -, •• ;:.;'(:"·>- ~--···...,,-: 

'"tez-ent ways :r ·have· projected' two 'kind a' o:f .· subj'ecti Yity .over' a iJO year 
P7~i-od·{-_._;~:wh~re·::--I ::~a~·: :th~ __ Ae~ip,n~it_i_On- o:r. t;i~o :~s -~_li ·_e.~~~le:_fO:f>~th~::·=_:rt_;· 
-·~:~~i~~a~i:e~a_t·i·ni· ·ty~_e-_ _.·o·~f _'m·i_n~-it\ _:~h~·~--·_ft · ha.~ ,;·squ~ed:·_.a_.nd-·;·o~::L~c·e:(_{_th~,._- · 

'.-.·:- -.~_e:~_i_.::~.P~?-~i-t'iOr(_~i _: ~-i_v~rsa~ --~rld-- _si.nyle_:--~ill 11 
,-- us.e_· _instea~;<~he?:·~ -~c~?_ 

:· pett:y.;;boU:i'gkois :'jype:: ot. ~irid' that really doiis w~n1:' to put him(herself 
~:;~_:>..::r_.-; __ ~·.·,.'_~~:-· _ _.~-:~c_,--,·~.· .·-.-.•;:~ -·,··_.:-': _-- ___ ,~:.- -::· •.,~_--;•,"':·_·. ·-·-.·· _, _ .. 
_· -at:_ .. th~: .. s.er.vice ·_oi'-_.-_n.the. masSes'•.- -but is void ·of any-_c-o_nception- _o:f · 
: Ph'ii_o-so·pilY ·\1-~- a·ctibri~ :· · . · · 
.. ·..: .. , i\·-·· .•. : . '· .•. - . ' ..... 
c_ ·::<:- :·:Tn.e reasOn· r:m so· anxious :tO ·ex:pMd ·On w~'O. ref'lects thiit 
;type 'o:r indiv-iduali-sm- is b~ca::.:m~-- it· ·do.eS--:n·o-t·_~ome. ~nly :f"ro~-·communiSm. 
rt_- ·l"iaS·. ·spri.inef:·up ··in·: very __ n-early a:11· o·:r=·:th·e: Th'iJ:..d' \iorld reVolutions .. .. --.-... ·-.. .. .-- ' ' - --·-- _,_.,- -

.:f'raht~ --Fanon~ a-ft-er: all, wa~ the· oniy- ·one· who .. tha't e~lY' ~as self-

cri tica."i· of'- .the new and.-~lell as _.th·e Old. ·'r;e-vciiUti"~~ar~ ·ie·aci'ers. 
'::.· .:·~--~·--· .. -~ )·,_ , -· . ',:·. ~ 

Yours, 

Ra:ya 

'" ' . ~. . :.:--

·····-· 
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Dear Youth• 

... . 
June -5, 1931.:. 

··: 

. ·<" · . Otl. LISTENING TO n;ARX THINK 
AS CHALLErfGERS TO ALL I'OST-N,ARX MARXIST~ 

·.·. 
... , ·. ~ ... 

Please. note that the thr'ee quo·tations below are all riom'·' 

our r;>wn.'wri hngs ~nd: 'co~~~' til~ whole· o:f the 30 years 6:r the exi~teni:.e ' 
o:f n•,axodst.:.l!umi.:rlism. · ' This is. d6ne !1ot in· chronological order. 'Rath.:. 

~r'it ~kip~ :rrt;;;,· the 'i1;,;~t'pe~iod o:r t'hi; 19.5os, which e~terids t6 ttie . 
. '" ,- -. -.. ·-. - ·.- - .• ,; ' .. :. i !-. ,' . - . . . : ,'. _._.. . ":' 

1960s, and then. skips to the· .1980s. The 1970s, moreover,·. are quoted 

not frOm Ph_ilO~oUhv_ -~d R:-~~lUt~_ori. but_ froin -~:- ~alk·_ a~?ut _ ~h8:t w~~k, 
given to. a· Sc-ilcilarlY., · nori-rearxist org-anizaiioh,_ the H-effel sOciety of'· 
A~~rica·. Ea.'~h -hi~to.ric _Pkriod, -as ·-i-t/~·kiat.es ~o Yo.uth~ ha·s. itS ~~n­
reascin for b~i~['( Whe~~-''ft is; as· ;y6u ~ wi~?- 'ae·~. 

c:we feel that the youth are a- most precious_; soUrce of ou:- ·· 
aevelopment •. We recognize that even thoUgh the :'f'OUth are 
not .. directly invo~veQ.. in. production.; _they .are the:.'?nes , • 
whose· idealiSm in·_.th'e: ._f'inest ~ense __ of'-_:tbe_ word .'cOmbineS 
with opp_ositiqn to existing'adult soci~ty in -so ·unique a 
way .that ittli"terally._brings them-a16n€;side 1:he~workers a.s 
bUilders o~f' the·· new society·.~: . ·- · · ~ ,. . · _ · . 

-~i9:S8 Amendment'to co;,~tit,:,tion 6:r·'~&LC, adopt~d 19.56. 
. . . . .. ' ;: . ·. . . 

_"Th~t _w~ich Hegel juqged .to b~ t_li.e synthe_sis _-of -'the 'Self-. 
Thinking '·Idea • ·'and· the • Se1:f-Bringing-:!-'orth o:f Liberty', 

· Iviarxist..;Huma:.nism-·hOlds; is what· Marx·· had called. the new· 
.so~iety.,_. it. is on this_ basis that<'f!e-are e.skinP-·~t~9Se-

· who aja-ee .with 'our principles to join us arid· take ··ori!ani­
zational·responsibility f'or prOjecting Marxist-:liunianisJh 
be.cause, in truth, philosophy itself' does ·not;,reaoh:i.ts 
full articulatiOn until rt haS .. diScovered the· right. or.:. 
ganizational form~:" ~=. 

·•.'-- ·Combination· o:f· para •. added to p •. 19.5 •o:f'. Rosa :Luxem­
burg. i'iomen• S Liberation and Marx'_!? Philo'¥ophy o:f Revolu--­
tion and 1982 PerSpectives o:f N&LC 

"Far :from the unity o:f' the Theoretical and _Practical Idea 
being an ultimate, or pinna'Clep or ci·-hi-~rarchy, the Abso-:-~ 
lute· Idea is a new b'eginnin~.·.-. This ·iS:·nat exaCtly ·a 
summons _to t~e barricades, but Hegel is _asking us~o hare · 
our ears as well as our catef.ories·sa ·attuned to the 'Spirit's 

·urgency• ••• that we -rise to the challenge-o:f' work;ng-'out,.; .. 
a totally new relationship o:f philosophy to. actualJ. ty ani 
action as-befits a 'birth-time of' history,' ·This iS what 
makes Hegel a contemporary, .. 

-- I>.y 1974 Paper t" the Hel!'el Society o:f America, in- .. 
. c:lude!f in Art and Lg!fic in Hegel's Philo sophv 

., 
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The reason for· taking up.-a whole pa£e with.- qUotation_S aris~ 

es, not because ·r_•m_ trying_':to.' haye Q.uOiatiO_ils:-~Upply ___ the answer __ which 
·oll:lY a comprehen·siVe ·outloOk- can pro;ide~·-_-~Or···b~-cause I~m lOoking ·:ror 

some single "root caUSe" e - i<ather, the reasOn ·is -thS.:t each must ·_be 
·~qns-idered a:s ·rei'l9Cting the':· whOle bOdy "·Or ·ideas. _what_- _I-_ ·do·· _then_~-is_ 

,:t_o _ ~~pgle--_out whB.t _rieedS c_ol'lCre·tiz_a;t_io~. :for_ the _specifi'c_,.time _-ahd th-e 
':Pai'ticul~ ,probl~;;,~ Tlia:methodolom•, the dialectics .. of d~"'elopment. 

·""-:.'_.\' .• - ,, :-·", .• :-_ .· .--- •· -- .--·•:·· --~··-- • . ·. , •. -c •. -,. _- .· ·_. , -. :·· ·,· .. · "' • 

in b?th.philosophy O:>el:f-"Determination o:f the .Ides.) andnraxis, is 
wi-.~tmllet m~~t the hls·t~~ic tes:i:, The 30 years of:hard.labor it·took 
.tO _:8.rH~we!•·the ·~aii-- ()f· each Sp~~i:ric d~C~d-~; ~-s. ·;t t both·-.-sUi:imCC{.up M_d .. 
wii.~'root~din ·-til~ ~o~ti~e.;,t' of' thauglit and of' rev~lution, tha~ the .. ·· 
t·atu--i·d_er __ o:r_:_a1r. ~·f' -·~~~ · M:;u-x.·. di·s~6~ered·; ·_ · -c;·ea:t~d .th~- :_ero·urid __ : £~~ anti~~ 
ciPatl!ig·_ ihe :rutur_e~. -it ·is thiS~- ·~;he~--m~a-sur~d ~gai~st. the __ -objeCtive. 

Si_t~~t"iOn, -that -~~~r~ais the future_, ···not' "p~oP~eti~a~liy'~ -b~i; aS: t11~ :· · 
_future implicit in t_he present, that is- tO say, as i t·-logically, di­

a~ecii.ciJ.l.-1y ~ _fJ.o.~s frOm-. the; _prei sent. 

I. TiiE tt.HfY'_'BEHIND THE SINGLING-OUT ·oF·YOiJTH AS REVOLUTIONARY FORCE 
IN·THE MI~l950s TO THE MI~l960s 

Th_e :firs~ quotation· :fr'?m th~ :N&L~.COr1sti tut~c:m, )Y~iCh singl.ecl' 
-out· you-:t~ as ~ special_ ca:.!:egorj.~ i,n,._ Qur first dec8de oi' _,_unique, philo­

'sopi.caiiY.:.ind~p~ndent :eXi~te~~e t-h~i:· ~as t~ be.co-~e or€;a!-tizational·in 

the mid.:l950s .led.·to •the merging of'_ two very, ·very. different per.iods 
-- one_ f~t;>~ ·the··reac~iOri~.rY -~~C~thy 'period that was _·de.siiMted by -tiE 
tir9d radf:cals as, tlend' 'oi -:i"deo'logy" r ··and the' other ini tiatiilg_- the ttu:'­
·bulent; fevolutionary period of' the. 1960s, Held in mind,~. also; that. 
it was PreciSely wheri the so-c~~led "beat generatfon•• with -"rio ,'ideo-· 

logy" reif;ried·' that i't was not only the tired -radicals, but ·the_ scholar­

revolutionaries like ~12.rcuse', who also d,e_clared -the age_ .. to. be one of" 
''Oile Dimensional- ·Man". ·we, ·an the other ha,nd, hit out- B.gainst .such­

a:~-f-aht'as·tic and "totallY pessimiSt-ic-- concept-. Instead, we aecl8.red 

that it was MaTcuse' s ·thought that was _ _.one-dinie_ilsional. The _n_e.w gen­
eration that reje'~ted -the wo~.id th~y did nOi niake, on t:he -_co!rt~ai-y, 
Bigl!alled a n~w aee o;r' ~evo~utiOns. * It -is_ necess_ary neve~ to 
separ·a~e -~i_iit~~rna:ti~nalis~ fl:-om natio~'l.lism_. Had rr.arc~_se (_w~o-,. cer-

--tainly considered himself- a:n internati?n8.liSt) prB.cticeci firt~rlliitiona;I-

*Read my review oi' ·one.:;,Dirnensi"onal- rt;a.n 
publication, The Activist , Fall 1964 •. 
pr1r:-f:.ntj in Ne\\IS & Letters, M!:lrch 1980 a 

in the--Oberlin·Colle~e student tt 
Substant~al excerpts were re-
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ism·, inatead·.P:f:- considering. thf3 HllnFa~ian RevolUtion jut$t a: national-_· 
-ist opPoaition_-to -R.ussia, he,could:have_ .. seen What_-was :in·::t~o·se"_.totali­

.tarian • countries. oi· East E~ope. -,-·the ;youtn. inl:tiati~g: :t!le. revoiw-. 
tiori i"h·· Hungary •.. Indeed,, sorne4,w.e,;:~ '".I!:F~::.cl1_il<lz'~t:~ --·only ll and 12 . 

. year: olds -:-·who threw the W;lot.Pv cocktails• at· t.he yery; ruler!:!. who· 
had·-~-~t-~p.gh~_; them in. the __ Corrunur\i ~t_:- .Sch6o·ls .. ·ho~1-, ,to.· ~ake- them-. 

• , ; - • .•.o •• 

. :_·Now reread ·;:that:-~agra:Ph -::f'rom·:~the_·constitutiori an~. tarry._ at 
~!i.e -:fol-lowii'tg:· Word.S . ..:.:- "n So_urce;! ;. -, "-idealism'',-_ .. _ .. combined with oppo s~.;.. 

tion~· i <!{epe,-):- m_l:t_S:t ___ stop. to explain- .the historY, .·:the ongOing- history. 
-as we11' .as.-. the: phi·losc.•phy -. needed. :to. ftilly ,understand 'l.anguege .. ,_. As 

againa~ the political~eco:nomic .u~e- of ~he~---~?r~-~~~Sou!-ce"· as some:j;h~ng 
jUSt material~ Amilcar Cabral* used it in a uniqtie. way. He refused 
to; separa-te it from .the ·_live. subje.Ct. --- revolutionaries;· he ·merged 

-- ~ource--with ,SUb'ject·; ---he" str~ssed-_ that the __ yo.u~h- -~ child+en;· actu­
ally_.-_... had. pasSed, out -leaflets tp. the -~or_t1,1guese. :soldiers· asking 
-~-~Y-·_-·they- we;;.e :f'ig~1ting: ~.fri~·an -fr~~dom ._i'.i.ghters· iliste'F-td of: i'i"g~ting 
the:i~; _faScist .oppressors.- · ·Reme.mber -als~.-·.that b~th- Cabral and 

: Edu~do :M:ondlane sine l-ed ·out ~wOmen as well -a·s-- ;';iouth.~ (See ~Mcndlane • s 
The- Struf:P-:le for- r~ozBmbiquc, .Fengulri- B~oka·, 1969, ~.which- has a · beaU:~i-

. :ful· picture o:f ·the, •»omen• s ·delegation at the·. F.RELIMO Congres<S. ) .. : It's 
iii .. that unique .way ·:that I used· -the· w~rd -''so~ce~'. in, our Constl.iutiOn 

when J; wrote "th'e youth are a most precious source" a:r· our, dere_=!-o~ 
ment. 

As f·or the word "idealism .. , it is all .. too o:f'ten used·-as .if~ 

it. meant only .. bourp.eoi,s ideo+ogical thqught, a11d as ).f·,i:t; w~re .the 
. abso1u·te opj>osi te o:f-- .~•.materialism.-!' .. We, havraver, added to- ~~2:_t :word, 
·~d~alism, "combined -with opposition._ to_ existing adu.lt .. society_ •••.. __ 
:b~i~~~ ·th·e~ ~iongaide<the ~workers· __ as b~ilder~:·~:r---~--·~~~- ~ciet:/. ;, .:" 

Again, bear in mind ~he historic period- iri which· this -~~s said ~- . 

. ··. 
* "When the ··•return to the source' ·goes beyond the individual and ~a: 
expressed through • gz:oups,' or •_movements, • the contradictiori is_· _tr-ans_-. 
formed- into struggle (secret oi:· ov8r't), -'S.nd is a ·prelUde·· to ··'tlie -.-pre::.:_. · 
independence movement or o~the. atrugrrle- for liberation from· the­
foreign yoke·. -So the • return to the source,. i"s ·of no historical im­
portance unless it brings ·riot ·only ·r·eal < i:nvolvement in the· struggle 
for. independence, bu:t·also complete and absolute identi:fication with 
the hopes of· the mass of the people .• ~~ (. Amilcar Cabral in Return to 
the source, JY.onthly Riivi'ew Press, 197:3 -- p;63,) 
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··:the -.----~Crean War,, r~cca.rthyi-sm• . It. ~·as th'e period· ·also When ~-tarx·• s ·Hu:..· 
·_ rilahisfn_·::fix~·st: appeared-; and-·· -that·.periO'd:-_"objeCtively~'-'_w~s>-hardly- a 'pr·o. 
pitious:. peri-Od·. f()r: our· birth. Mar-c~se~ :fer exeiriPle/_·.was~ ·"theh .-~orki!"g 
oh: \yhB.t .b-ecame--· his .one Diinei·nsi'cinal, twla~; ·-Which at. :tirst:.·he : __ c~iied.~ -.·r·: :­
... t_h~- ---~eVt·technolog:iCal, reaJ.i iy .. -•. _ -·He· ~as re;fe·cting ··-: -_our·j_nt·erpre~: 
tat ion both·:·ot' the· yo;_.th ·and the .proletariat, opecifically'. W~rkers : 
B'2.-ttl"e"--.Aut~InAtioh. _&;· -it 'Via.?!{• t. __ only_ ·t·h~.' category o"i' _·you~h_---_:a.s re~o­
lution=y i'orce but ;the youth and ·the proletariat, and we w'ere sing­
:li~~~o~t·:.youth:·:·at~··a<.veT;/':'a:Pecif'ici 'historic:: period·,,_,_·sh~·ytine .that ·the 

· ~ -~tfu:.·e··--~8.-_SSilihe.reiit-· i~_: -_th~·.,,pl:-ese~t-~.:X·:Tl~e ·f'.rtUre· •. _til.de·ea,_.,.-'c_Sme_: -v_~ry .'.-~ 
soon,; as 'the .1960s came to· ~e; . for .;,hich we bad the'plihosophic . ' ,. ·. - ----.·- - -

•' 
• ~ < 

· The whole question oi'. -the late 1950s extending all· the way 
t0--'1966. is- -th9: duali:ty· ·wi ihi'n the revolu'tionary, "inoV6m8n:t; •.. :: . .-e.specialiy 

the\'l~':!t£~wll.~e\'lililt!i! -i:Bst activity. . we, on the contrary, showed . 
t?S:t/not· m·isolated ,.from··Past as hi~-:tory· and. as· .thought •. ThiS . .firSt 
has to -:be_· reartiCulat9d ,_- nOt- as a·ui)er-orieinal· as Existentialism 
·a·r··BeatiSm or· 'even juSt. as· Hegel'- describes a~ienation, but a~;; Niarx 

-'-8.nd-'only-·rt.arx -restated- alienation as tha-t.-wh~cl1 .. · charaCterizes . .; __ .. 
;--:._'c8.]?i tali sm. --Second_ ·negativity,, on- the other··-hand, is .the revolution-
··~Y--_:.elernent:_;n .t-he· dialectic which ·-he .spelled' out and saw _in the 

The greatnesS of our 'ea.Tly youth, tiny ~s it was, was "the 
proo_i': of this ... dialectic methodology that led to· t·he singling out o:f 
youth -as ·a revolutionary .category,· It m-'ote the brightest chapter 
then·, because -the newne-ss -of' Marxist-Humaniam,:was spelled -out 'as -a 

challenge to all ethers~· This -led to' the issuance of ·.The Younf' rr.arx­
i.st Hum-anist. , It wa:s issued on the most· reactiOnary. Campus·~ UCLAc, 

. and at once produc~d a battle oi' ideas, not only with the Administra­
-tion but -with bourgeois thou{:!;ht as a whole. For example-, ~t _led .. The 
Humatdst -·to 'claim that they had- the r,ir.:ht :to the title, "proving"~·· it 
by: -the~r; "-cop~ri'g~t'i... Eugen9 illuminated- ~he· un~quene_S~ ·of .. Our -t~ ~le • 
stressing it was ~•arxist- Humanist, and insistinr:" thnt two very dif-. . 
;'_e:t:ent_ >N~I"lds, i_ndeed, _e~i_Sted in eaC-h _.coufttry. ·.No need here_ t'o go. 
in.to what,_ :followed Wi-th Eugene• s activity in going down to Mississ..: 

·ippi and· teaching American Civilization on Trial in the &~edom 
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. our :vouth had 

Schools .th~;c~.-_;_~hat .-was _the-type, o:f'. ·pri<ie/at· a· .time when· ouT: body-· o:f 

i~eaa~ e~{~1;;d only.,:.~n:~r.:afxism. and Freedom,from: -1?76 Until· ~oday,.--which 
.. tr!'ced .thz:ough, 20.0. y~ars.- o-f, his:t;ory·and showed .how:i t ·all' began in .. fu e 
age:·o:f" revolutions .,.,:; ,the .. ini:!uei:rial.,.:·t.lle .. American,.·the.· French;_ and· 

th~ ·. i~:>t~ll~c:t;~_l. revpl~:ti~n it"! p}}ilospphy;·.- i, e,. the Hegelian. di~lec­
_tic -'- all ot: which laid the·. ground. :for the .!!2"revolutionary. philo-

. . - .. ' - "' ' 
sophy o:f ~::arX• s Humanism .. 

II:.: 1-rn..\T Is ~'EW IN·.~HE-1980~ ;HAT-GREATED,'l'HE CATEGORY OF 
. • ·' . . :fOST-MARX MARXISW.?' 

~ ~ -·- ·-· 
. New: jump . .-~o ·the ·.1980s _quo:tation, ·The.· essence there·-- and· 

:for us now t_\">at we have ,completed the trilogy o:f revolntion_ with· 
Rosr-.. ~uxemburg, --WOmen' s- Libei-ation- and Marx ·.• s- Philosophy .o:f: RevOlu­
tiOn .. __ o/hich emboldened-us ta_~-~se t_he: formulation ubody _of' ideaa•·-and_ 
"trilogy· o:f' .re'r.olutiOri"':--. is. ·ihi:$1_ NOt· only ·have the ·objective. ··and 
sub·je_ctive me;·~~d .... and not .. ~nl; have bo.th. been. existing ·iri the orga­
nizational form called· News and Letters Committees, but this organi­
zational. :fO~:.m is now·.·.dircctly _.relp~:t~d :tO· Marx• s. phiJ.osop!lY· of "revc.:. 
lution· in permanence". as· it~ grOund. The yOU_i;h especially .mUst r90.-
1ize(that is; p;,ac1;ice)'·what we quo·te from· the 1982 Perspectives .•: 
"philoscphy''i tseli'·does not reach its' i'UlJ. ~rticulaticin until. it has 
4iccove.red: th.e ·;oi{!ht C)rg:i!liiatiOnai .foi-rn. 11 • 

which. is 
It is· that organi z~t.i:onitl ·form, ·New~·~ and· Letters Commi tte9s, 
the. te~t·::ot:.whethor you fully. und~rstarid wh~.t" the "body:·of 

ideas•• called t.!iarxist-Humanism is. ·To d:i'SCusS:-·thi's yea_r, s: e·xpr:e.-SSiOn 
of it is BUr illy not an adminiatrati ve ·matter (for exanlple, WhO . ,;,ill. 
do the column?); Rather; it is a· question ·of•. What ide.as, 'what 
chal19ngeri are to be ·p:r~··jeCted iri the· ~~olUniri? How will our -work iri 
Latin····.Arnarican Support commi ttae·s or· the ·a.nti-~uke·· rnovem~nt be .ex.:· 
pressed differently :froni o'ther :ieiirs when the "imiquenes~ of r.•,arxi'~t­
Humanism got subordinated to activity sans philosophy? Why can 
the· cri tiquC at· t:ne committees ·we :·wor·k. with,· ·,Vh.ich W~ express a·t our· 
oWn meetings, not be expressed ~ire.ctly tt' -those· committees, not. in 
an elit~lilt -ll\al1ner but as ideas for·:them ·to -consider?·· In a word, 

h<?.W could _the .body of ideas .. be expressed so challeriginrrly by the 

!'arly yo~th,, when just one . book expr:e.ssed r.:arxist-Humanism, and 

we :t:ind i.t so .di:f'ficul t. 11ow, · when we have the whole trilogy o:f 

8189 



-6-'-

revolution in--our h8.nds~ And,· above all, ·hm't .-could ~.:...de~ietOf 
-·--ment.-h~_I?5>J!l'?_·_~Sc;> se.Pax:ated fl:'cm _the Universal, or -what:is·-·e·ven<·worse··,: 

- mc.de __ the:.equi~a_len-t·of'. ·theo:U~iver?a~? · IM•t it beCause-' the_ ·orfan~:~t 
ti'onal ·.£orm -of'. lvlarxi~t-Humanism,: ·a:r·-ph'ilosophY _of" revOlUtiOil'' in· per­

manence, isn't-:inade- Priinary:.i,il. our own rltindS?: Why shChlid' tii._era .be 

_ S_~_nce _you didn't Seem to be overly- pre-occupied with such 

tasks_ last·:Yr:Br~_:·-·permi t_ ·me: to.-_q~o_t~ _ ~h6_--_:ri~~l:-:.:P~~f.'Z"aP_h."o£·~!ny letter 
o:f'. Aug. lJ, _1983• "\~hen- we_ taik_ abOUt 'thOU,iht~divers• We-- can see 
that Marx;wasthe greatest of all,' That's wh~t I'ri:'really appealing. 
to the·youth;•to.doi Becoming·a thoug)lt.diver and ,ili activist in tli;,;; 
P~:t.'io~_:-·d_ema~d.s_ noth~ng::sl_lqrt "of: praCticing _the. Chal~en€9- tO ·-all poeit­
r~1arx--_:Marxists, and·'therebj- cr"eating .such-. new·_-gfound f·or orgru1.i'zation, 

such concretization·· of Marx• s revolution in permanence 1" as to f·ind 

.. _a new '!ia:y- _to ·let "the ac tuil. -re'\.-n lU:tion · be. " 

IE[', THE 19.70.st RETURN TO THE PHILOSOPHIC SOURCE 

:;t:n: l?LZ"ge meas~c, the _·comp':'-ls~on I f~l t __ --to t;eturn to the 

~~~io~o:P~-i~- s~urce expl~ins nOt _only .the_ re_ason _for· _·the non-Phreno­

logical wa.y I presented the quo.tat_~ons a~ the. belrinning __ o:f."this -~et-
ter,- but also~ the reason I felt th·a same compulsion· to do .that at· 

th'e last class_ on _the -h-ilOE..Y o:f .-revolution, and 8.11 ·over ;·again, con-­
·~~rl.trat~--- On ciha;_t-~r ·_One .. o:f. Phil~-sophy and .Revolution 1 :from Hege1-:·to­

Ssirtr'9 arid :troffi- M2r~ .tci Mao. _ N()_t7 Ol"'!_e _other_ peculiari tY~;of_.my -·quo_ta-­

tf0.fls. aii.d that is that_,. instead of'_ qucting-;ft·om the_ magnif'icent .7 

Philosophy ·and RevgiJtution, I quoted from a i;alk I ~;ave about thai; 

work, specifically/the first chapter, particularly on Hegel's final 
chapter of Science of Lo1>ic, the A-bsolute Idea a talk in which I 

went ~hrough _the whole 27 paragraphs wi t}?.'out leaving out -·a· :single 
one, 

·576, 
while ;.dding not. only the three . finnl syllogisms .. (para. 575, 
5.77) from the 

ary, Hegel scholars 
~P~h~i~l~o~s~o~p~h~y~o~f~~~:i~l~ld~., but engaging 
in the battle of ideas. 

~eat.contempor-

This. talk was .. dalivered to a scholarly, speclulized, very 

non-r.larxiot oreanization like the Hepel Socie'ty of Americn. In order 

hero to show how to project W.arxiet-Humanism, evim to a hostile audi­
·anca on a non-!;;arxict tcpic such as Heeel'e AbsOlute- Idea., I there 
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stressed ncy view_ t~at.· Hegel's abstractie>n~_ "Spiri __ ~t· s ,ur:E!'e?c_;y'.~•-- gainf;l, _ 
·cOric-reteries~ .by h-i~-- de·ep ~iStoric·--~e'nse~ -:maki'n·f:. ·i-t; sq~-ivB:i~nt_ to'·, ui;h~­
l?irth-_titrie ~:f h:i.'sto-ry. " ·and -t'~ ~-e the 'tiiX.tti-t.im~ -o:f>hiSt .. OrY, wa.s' -~ey~~­
lutiOna::y-. · -_-11he ·re-~sOU:: I erDPhasi~_e· ·thai/ ·i-t_-·-Waa -~--~n~il-!!~~~:iist -~-u~i~~-Ce-. 
_tha~-~~I_:~-wa:~ -'ad~es~ir~g····wa~s --nOt," __ a~·- yOu.·. ~e~·:_ i~ --~~der~--~ __ to ii_~V,~.-~ a:n_- ~-x~~s~-­
·to_~-:~~~-~P fB.r· ~w-~Y f~~m 'rev.9_iutio-nciry ·largh:a~~---- _ --:Q_Ui~e .. _'th·e~--~~~tr~~-. _·,.; 
.r·--:w8.B_~ --~Ost'·-· coilcre:te·_ -·_in refB.rZ.infi both_· _tc)__ OUr a:ge. aild- 'to·. L~niil, _who •---~-~: 

:_: __ I ___ ~s~es·_s-~-d~ ___ ;ia~-:_1"-t~e-· ffi:o.st:· r_ev~~llJ_:fi~rieXY ()·i ~1i -~-~:te;i~iist~·; -.,- csh~~i~g· > 

· hOW~:1:_-nev'c;·th:~ies's·,.: ,;_AhSOiute_._-·N~ga_tiy_i tY· h:e~·~:le ::i~n~iri-•_s_ Phiio~~h·~h-~c .. 
. Pr·~p_iU;~t~-?~· .. :·_~,?r 'r_~V:o_lut_i.On"- '(~-;-- ;L6?":·l~·~--~~t~~-- 'e"nd _i-~gi·~ 'j~~- Hft-;el~·-s -_., ... 

. Philosdph\ii), · r'liived into tr.e.'~ii~ne~e to thos.;; Hegel ~chola~s e;v:~" 
mor~ di_re6tly when _i·t: ·~am& tO · __ Sp~_a:kih:~ of' ·our·~-~~: ag~,· ~·To this wrfte~. 
~eg;~~l~s g~nitis·-i_s -J._~de;:ed~,in t~e .fa:c.t __ that. hiS ;voy~ge Oi",-._di_scov'~ry• 
oe.c~~ o_ri_e. eii.qless _ -proc~~s_ . __ Of· ·diScovery: f'or. us. . The· r us• $..ncludes 
bot~~-biar.x' s.~;ne_~N contin~nt·, o_f ·thoup,h_~ Of mat_e;-irilist dialectic_s, and 

Hegel ... sChcilaXS~ _ a·s weil-. as. the .. m~vement :from nracticee .-. This_ writer. 
has· :f~-lldw·~-~· _~te.ry _cloeely. this, l!l~v~meri-t_ o1"~ r_~~o-1t .ev~l:-~ .;:d~~e ... t!"~~e _-17,-
19.53,. ~d- __ saw. in i_t a quest. :for-univerSali.YY••• .. -_a,ne~-;poi~t pf_de.o. 

· par~l,lre ~-1!-- ~he -Idea an~ il~ :the f!lO_vement i'rom. pl;"ac.ti-~e .. ,'~':· (p.- 172) 

As --I f·aced · botil th~ -president 6£ the-- HSA~ .Prof·. Louis Dupre, 
and the mo~t well-kn~wn· ~·;r ~~day • s He{!:el sCholars, };-o_f',- ·Findlay, . I 
took~·_to tS.sk. alSo the ·most erudite intellectual dialectician~ Adoi-noa 

"• •• the rea_l- trage~y- of Adorno (and the Fr8nkfurt sC_hool) is th9 tra­
gedy o·t· ~a. -~ne-difnensionaii ty ·~:r· thollght Whi~h ,-r~·sciit_s:·.-y,hen you giv~·- · 
up:- Stibje~t , w~en ~rie do~~ _not- lis-ten .. to __ th~~-Voices f-ro~ belO~., ." .' 

(when) One·_. retu~n~ t~··th~ iva'r~ triwer· and red~~es liis.:~~P~se to.· •.t}!e 
pur]:lbse ~i' discuGsing key c~ncept~ of' ~hiiesophlc disciplines snd. , . 
centrally interveriing iri those_ discfp:I:ines. • T~e riext step._-was -~rr~­
siStible, the -substl tution._of': a ·permanent cri tiqti~ ·-n~t -~lone for ab­

sol).lte negativity, but also of permanent revolUtiOn.- itself." (p, 173) 

Please also reread (and very.slowly) the new 1962 Introduc 
tion I wrote for Fhilosophv and Revolution, where I answered George 
_Armstrong Kelly, who in· his Retreat from Eleusis challenged me on 

Absolute Meth"d,. The reason, I must repea·t, that I cite all these re­
ferences, is to stress that there al.""e many fundaMentals tho.t just can-

* Though not identical, substantially the same eDsay io what we have 
printed in our pamphlet New Essays as "Dialectics o:f Liberation in 
Thoup,:ht and in Activi ty1 Absolute Negativity as New Beginning," 
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nOt :-b-~- ''ta:k-~n ·::ro±- pra=rit-ed" j\i~t: b:e~a~s~· onEi kn~w~·--~he_ r,i_~xi_~~-H~an­
ieit concltisiori •... ·ft i's i;.perati;,.e that the'. youth l"insp a.1i this i:i . 

. -:t~e-y ._are :-t-ci _project _th-is:·y~~~· s __ Pe~sPeciive-.~_- a:s- a· Ch_~liel1€;e ~-<:<·ai,~·,._:. 
L~ft'-act·i,;ist~- · t~~_ ... --acll1E~·rJ: t~· th~---·or.;·ariiZO:tict1ai. ·:r~~:;n-_~i- -Marxi~t~ - · __ _ 

- •• ···.·'· ,:·- ••• , ;· ··:··: :" ._ •, ~-- •., , ;._. ,_ ·, :. u •.•. t".c• _, __ ·! .',, . __ -- .. , .• ·___ ., •·-.·, , 

. HumariiSlll, ·News and Letters Committees, .h•s ,the only way the.~uture 
· can~_--b .. e~·-~aspc=·d:wh~:~ it_ i~: -~ti1i~- -i~- ·.th~ ----~·e_~-~~t~ _. _I·n~-~~~d·~· .. :- _i_t-__ is ._~pn~Y 
wher?\5~u/ h;,;_s ~to't.al d~niidli,ce triat the .future is' 'i~ the pre~ezrt_ th.S:t ·~. 

--.:t.<",•--::·:.-.- ... _·-_' :.·.~ .. -·-<··--.- - _, .. _ -.... _..·' .- - ·:· -.-.- -:.·-· . . ·--.-_-' ··~- ._, .. -,~-- ,_-:- __ 
~ orie' ·_can----~? j·e·c_t'·Ma.rXi St-H1.unai-Ji sm_·; __ s. 'Cli~'fi_erige --:-- -a.J'ld. not _ OrllY tO _pos:t:-. ,., 
~·arz ~~~rxi~t~" il.it tl hose, both pr;iet~ia~ a...,_d intelle~tual, ~o..;t~ 

-. ' " - -.. , •. _.·_ --: ").. .- • ; ,· -'·:' ·_ -.. • . . - :-' -.. _ ' - -. - :o ' ' - -. • . " ' ' -. 
as· we_ll-~ ·as·_::iu:hrl t,·~·-whO · riever :were Mai:-Xists and still are . terribly 
-~;eig~~ed ·d~-~.n b~; ''irl~~O-Sa?<~l'l:~' Pr~r:m·~~i~:~ · ·-

' .. --·. ~.: 

. To_. -sW_im wi ~h · hi S.t6:ty" 1 s~-- "Self-Thinking Idea" and. -experi·enc·e -. 
:t!:_e '' s~:f.ferin€i, ·- pa·tience:·._'an(L lab'o:f:·_ Of -the· negatiVe" ileeded· -t:~r the_ .. , 
·"-S!?l:f-Br_inlt:ihg FOrth __ Of tibertyi1 , · it--·is·:neCessary-- to feel se1:r not 
a·s ~Ego ·bUt--: B.~ aei-f·.::.~Ov~tne~i-- O:f the· ·ma:sses,: · th€d!-· s;;!lf~deVEdopnifJnt .. 

-- arid:-hiStori~- :·Seir;_trS:~-srf~hd-eilCe-~-- · :r•rii' Conf·fdeht :that thE!n we Wiil:. 
surely rise to· the. challenge' o:f' '!:he 198~8.5 Perspectivei., including.·. : 
_i"ts Organizatiorial··-conclusioris, · Spel.li.fig_ these oitt "as· .Y~Uth praxis • 

. . \.'.~~tirs, 
P.AY-A 

P~-g~- Nt~HoJ how-about d1virig iri.·t:6 ~hat,.i did ~vit~. Ro~botha.ffi·~· 
.vangU&rdi.St .. Ort;aniZtnts ~id~-~~· ··:ra~ 'Wi ~d-'\\rJ:,' aiOt~e Wh~~ I transformed 
it --just by :wri tinir,· i ,;---~Ut p.i:rf·e:fe~tly ~ -11 o;gai1i.~inti -Ide~,;:· fox~ all- -
reVOlution~!~~-•. * Oh:·y~·~: _try·<o-al~~ ·-to ~riti.ci~ate ·my· t~ik·-~-c the. final 

Exe~u~ive-.se·~~~~n ~n "Th.e -~~i:f.:Thin~ing ·Ide~_'~· ~~d -~h~:·~pia1~·ctics o_f;. 

the Body o:f Ideas a What .is New in ·the Concept of. .L.e.adershiri? 

(* I :first developed· this·· as"-t vtas w0rkir1d Out my· essay 
for the 1949-50 pamphlet at the point where I was analy­
zing the commi ttee-f'orm. ) -

.. 
. ·. 
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