RACISM AT MON OPCLY’S BIRTH .
.. By the last decade of the 15th century, U.S. monopoly cal
italism was at the pinnacle of its power. With the help of th

. government, which it controlled cpenly. and. unabashedly,

. ~big business had achieved daininance over the’America
" market. Black Americans were experiencing: tie full im:

- . pact and.the ultimate ‘meaning of the 1977 Hayes-Tilden
‘compramise that was aegetiated by the railroad monopoly.
“to end the sectiona) differences beiween the. Northern and
© . the Southewn capitalists.
.. Benfamin Brawley., wivita. y b C#story.
o -Negrothat *. [, the peadniura has swung farhackwapd, the
- years from 1590 to 1895 were in adme woys the darhest thpt
. the Race har experfenced since. emznelpatien.’? Raylord W.
‘Logan in The Betrayz! of. the Nepro quoted John: Hope
Franklin as calling that pexjod ' The long dark night, that
didin’t end unlil 1823, Logan simply. churacterized it as
‘'the Nadir.”" The stark reality was: Bisck: Americans -

- 80 living in the South <~ were nnder. the Foke of & URew
slavery”, a voteless and landless peaple, tervorized by fyn-
chers who were clalming an average ever 190 victims

each year. . * e ST TR .
. . Every siatein the 0l South’ bad wriiten inio ks often
) ) L e —— : int:;ailts (l::onlsi.tituiion, %rgisimm for the disfrancl;:isamﬁ;l; gx
AR 3 S - S S its Black citizens, and their segregalion in public s¢ L
. President. Reﬁgari'.shmvas‘oglgrgr%r;‘;sgd (::  conveyances and other facilities. The iegg_l,‘_na;i_a’n_\;idqu-
. mtg-bﬁii%;tlhm(';we]::g di‘:gsn?;ssﬁ v?as sowell proval of this purely American forma of apartheid came in -
- eontrolling the Grena o

. €5, . 50 i 1896, when the U.S. Supreme Court] in iis YPlessy vs Fer-
synchirenized with his brazen assault en the Ci- . . Buson’! decision, established the doctrine of “separate but
"2 vil-Rights: Comunission that once again -it _has : cequal”™ et EIER R A
. shown hew. closely. connected are imperjalism -REVOLUTIDNARY.NATURE,OF
" and racisnt: That link to racism is clear from BLACK OPPOSITION. ;- ey
imperialism’s birth at the end of the 18th cen- = - - Mowever, to cancentrale onty upon (e regressive nature
e ‘What is less widely known is its absolute - of U8, caglfnllsm al.the turn of the cesitury, when It was |
; lury-f.. At 15 ovoluti “opposition by atill in the bloom of its youth, is to'give only & partiai pielure -
. opposite. —the revolutionary opposition by of "h:stor{ and iis procesy™; because it ighores the dialecti-
- Black'America in‘the 1880s. <~ 5.7 L *-cal opposite of that reirogression, Le., the subjeci “hu
I In'1898; Black Americans, mote than any other group of man ferce, within that society, that cpposes it.
I people, cought the twin relationship between their own exis- Among all the diverse rocla) elements that were anti-ex
f:noge as a parizh race within the. United Stales and the panslanist In 1898, only Biack Amerieans fit Fata that cate-
"'dri-.retowa conquest and dominaticn in the Caribbeanand pory. They:were. the anly. sacial gronp who were alle
in the Pacific by the then young forces of U.S. imperialism. ground their antl-Imperiatism in'a conerete movement for
Z:l;‘mcks reacletf-lo this sudden appearance of the Uniled- - freedom wiihin the United States .. - ¢ R
;' Blates in the arena of world imperiaiism end mounted a - In 1895, when the Cu
- significant anti-imperialist catapaign that was mse;‘mrnh‘ss o
. from the fight against lynching,” disenfranchisement anc
” e sican history are not widely erick Douglass had urged President Grant to do’
N k mw‘:\si nﬂ??ﬁ%‘ié&?ﬁfgﬁwf Black or %ité.‘ have ever ©  the same at the time of the 1858 revolution, when the issue .
- gom Idered it » serious subject for research — and, in these of Cuba’s indapendance was entwined with the emancipa-’-
e ::x instances when the Black Anti-Imperialist Movement ™~ ton of Black slavery on that island, Beth timas the U.S; Ad-

' tlored, it appears only in - - ministratlon refused such recognition. ;= 75 Lt

--i’ﬁe"?ﬁg‘tﬁﬁféférh gof::g tll;ry ei: ;1115:11)- ?:rr: the "w er;.’ Anti-Im- - The Cuban-insurrection’ was scen as a “Black-Man's *

_ - perialist League, founded by such gmmincnl_Newf‘l:r ‘lﬁndm- War." An ;ue?uty wes n;aﬁe \‘ﬂttl’: .Totﬂ ncj:f tih'c rebel lgaﬁra o
" Y Norton an a as “menof color”™, eapecialt niohio Maceo an n-

3‘"5 as Edward .(\uv.\lnsqn_. Qha_rles__ "-vt N : -tlnn Bandera, who hngeckmu%, as "“The Black Thunderbalt.!'

- James. . o ‘The military activities of these men were witlely known and

well covered in the Black press, and al Jeast one ediler sajd

that Maceo was the type of leader *around whom aspiring
young Negroes may{mx\e their brightest hope'of c_fu'; .
Sture.” Dr. LA, Hind, a Black surgecn, want to Cuba and.
‘served on Maceo's stn{l‘, iendlng ayewltrt:gsci lirlp:ﬂ :l; g_lie .
Cuban Revolution {o Black nawspapers, = 8
comn and the White Man's Burden ¢1898-1903), by Wilinrd B8,
Gatewood, Jr) - : R




- ed by P.B.S: Pinchback, the former Black
Louisiana, went io see President McKinley to pledge the
. loyalty of nine million American Blacks, they were severe- -

L. Two different worlds resided in these United States.
" Black American support for the Cuban Revolution, and the
- "ideas of frecdom
7 totally the cpposite of the “'vellow journals™ that had seized
" upon the Spanish General Valeriano Weyler’s barbarism as

- a pretext to establish some form of U S. hegemony In Cuba. -
. 'The" posaibility “of "U.S. - intervention: rais=d ,widespread ©
- “doubt in the Black press; would it help or hinder Cuban in-
depondence? And how would it affect Black civil rights in--

. side the U.5.7

"BLACK PRESS AS VOICE " "
" OF BLACK AMERICA " -

The Bisck press was the hub and the measure of the ex-
o rialist thought between 1828 and the
“end of the Philippine insurgency in the spring of 1902. Of the

" tent of Black anti-im

"+ 150 ‘weekly Bla
* overwhelming majority were anti-ex
the news, and the editoriat opinions,
" Tetters and the views of their readess, In a real sense, they
‘ were the voices of Black America at the lurn of the century.
_- “fhus; after-the U.8. declared war cn Spain, and a com-
“ 'milttee of izading Afro-Ametiesn political aﬁpoimees head-

newspapers published at that timé, the
nsicnist.'Along with

Iy erifivized by the anti-war Black press as “'a little coterie

- of politicians”, without a constituency, who presumed to

speak for-all Black America; -

:” A'month hefore the Pinchback (.ommmee “ edge' "."n'm '

" {nglu‘nn lis Freemas wrote that the appreaching war cris-
S DIrodL;
-Journals: **The consensus of opinions of these Journals is

not arrayed on the side'of patrictism, and if they In any

manner reflect the centirment of their readers,- there are’
- akout seven tnillicn people that are indifferent patriots™,-

and, “that this indifference was caused by the status of the

Negroes as citizens of the United States." (These guolh- <

. Ulons and others to follow fromn the Black press are laken

+ 1860}, by Ceorge Pu Maorks I oo

- from the Rlack Presa Views Amerlcan imperlalism (1598-

* »The anomal

of President McKinley about the brutal lynchin
- Press. Juliug Taylor, editor of the Broad Ax, which was

publizhed first in Salt Lake Cily and later in Chicago, insist-

c¢d that the main enerny was Southern lynchers, that the-
- ~Afro-Amnerican's “chief ick s not the 5

riard, but those
fellows who ghoo! and burn end hang, and otherwise kill our
_-felinws in the South.'’ (April 39, 1858). - TR
L. Tke lowa State Bystander editlon of May 6, 1498, charged
* that *.*;, the while man's rule In the United States . . . has
‘relegated the Negro Lo the rear, deprived him of his rights,
cut off opportunitiey of exittence, ‘outraged colorcd woinen,
burned dowr hils home over his wife and children .. and
now-lhey “have the audacity to talk nboul the cruelly of
* Spuin towards the Cubans, There is no hatl-civilized nation

“on carih thot needs a good hnrd war more than the Unlied .

States’. . " A
The above c{’untes are excerpts from cditorials written In
response (o the atrocitics committed by a white ingb in
Lake Clly, South Caroling, two days after the sinking of The
Malne; this mob murdered Frazicr B, Boker and his infant
son, and wounded his wife and four ather chilldren ag they
were feclng from thelr home and post office, which had

been set fire. Haker was tho Black postmaster of Luke Ci-

ty, st appointment that had been stréenuously opposed by lo-
cal whites und their Congressionsl suppariers, among

whom was the Infamous “Fitchfork™ Ben Tillman, who .

oncoaaid: “We huve seratched our hends ta flnd cut how we
could eliminpte the last one of them. We stulfed  baliot

. buxes, We shiot them {Negroes), WE ARE NOT ASHAMED

OF 1T,

t the revelution invigorated, were so:

ese papers published ©

t. Governor of

t to the surface the opinians of many of the Negro

“that, existed between -the professed war. .

+ aims of the United States*<’tha ending of Spanish brutality -
in Cuba — nnd the “incomprehensible silence™ on the part . -

\ each year .

* became. the. prime: target of - the Ant{-Imperialist. Black -

The outragzous ynching of the Bakers caused national -
waves of protest in the Black communities. At-a Chicago -

 ynass protest meeting, n deiegation headed by Idz B Wells .

: - demnifisd by the government:

. ‘was elected to deliver a nessage of protest to President Mo+ .
Kinley, urging him 'to:see thal those responsible were
apprehended and punished; and that Baker's family be in- .

IDA B. WELLS AGAINST
WHITE BARBARISM
Ida B. Wells ‘was, more than others, able:to combine

anti-imperialism with anti-lynching. She was a prominent - -

- member - of - the *Afra:American : Council;: she > sharply .

disa with Booker T. Waoihingten, by maintaining that
- Black likeration was not merely econormic advancemnent,

- and that Black America *rust educate the white people ol

of their 250 year history of slavery’ ;
. -rAs’a young woman she fonnded tn Memphis, Tenn. a mi
" tant newspaper, Free Speech. Becanze of her stand against

lyschiang, a whiie mob biirned her press and forded her to™
leave that clty. From that moment on, she organized'a’,
crusade againsi lywehing bath i the Unlted States and i
Europe.. As zn criginsl sulfragette, she . naver siopped
criticlzing the wemen's move : iiing to take H
stand on lynching. .- - ; :

At the meeting with 2 ley. sh : nearly -
twenty years lynching crimes, which stind side by side
with Armenian snd Cuban outrages, have been permitted

“hy this Christizn ‘nation, newhere in the civilized world

save in the Uniles Stetes of Amcrica; do man pesgess all
eivil angd’ political power go in bands of 30'tn 5,008 to hunt:

- down, shoot; hang or hurn to death a single Individusl, un-" -
FAD-.

armed and absolutely powerless.” (Cleveland Gaze
ril 9, 1808.); -, e Sl TF RO )

TPresident MeoKiniey and Cohgress ‘decid intérvense

" ifto the Cuban revohition; and it was soon obvicus thut the:

war was going to be condusted alang the zame Jim Crow -
line that prevailed i American civii scciety: At first most -
_of the stales and the Federal Government refused to aceept.
Binck voluateers. When o great deal of Black political pres- ©

. sure gvercame this policy 17 was decided that Blacks

. volunieer and serve, but only in segregated

regiments com-":

- manded by all white offizers, Black response was to insist

- ihat if they were to be segregated :?:F‘gn!.l regime

’ MASS REJECTION OF WHITE-LE
. JIM CROW ARMY. " i inas watd s

t mus
be Black.

, F WHITE-LED <",
“NO OFFICERS. NO' FIGHTIL! (5 Sfogitt vobeBy . -

John Mitchell of The:Richmond Plaet; expressed the ideas

‘that Black Americans had about the segregated arm, that -

“'was being organized Lo fight & war for. “Democracy:’: The =
_ Washington Bee printed a jetter from Ed Baornes inNewOr- - -
" {mans, on-June 8, 1858, who reporied that 2. mass meeting of -

. 1,000 Blacks hadd erganized thele own regiment and selected -

their own Negro officers, because: “In the personnel of the ©
“regular army olficers there lurks the rankest and ‘most
dcop-aculed rejudice to the colored soidlers’ Ipmmotlon; i
..." and, “The War Depariment lends support tozuch a
polley®. . - R R




£ iy Brookiyn, N, Y. the New England Bﬁphst Convention
“excoriatéd’? McKinle; skdm:msu-ahou and !'dencunced™

New York Governor. Black because of thelr refusal to give .

colored volunteers ihe Constitutional right lx sgoecl u.h; -

; rdon;, of -

i I&iiﬂadetphm "declaredlhalhehopedandwash-\pmiq that =
pit

-own officers, At that Convention, Reverend

e’ Arnetican Army-would noi be.victorious uniil justice

had: beer i accorded o thé Negro, m;;!lerl. — there. w:;

vociferous applause.”) (l‘rom the
in The Richrond

MNO OFFiCERS. hO FIGHT'" becaine the iocus of ana-

tional campaign that was to. eclipse the war with Spals by
meolting the 'strirzgle agalnst racism In the U.S, the parz-

meurt > e In - the - Afro-Americsn  community.” Black -’
merican opinion was: that, since “the flag of race preju- -
dice has hees” raised”’” and: !he\ were o he barred from

“ white reglments; then it would be ‘adding insult to injury if,
- in thelr g egated t5t cou d have to accepl white
" offieerg.s - :

* .The refusal -to aecepl lh erms was vcry com,re € e
Blacks .ailed to fii] the ranks of the so-called four. ' immune -

& rcgimen!s ‘teserved for Black recruils, forcing Colone!

T Lesithe white offi cer who was suppesed tolead one of these ©"
mgimenls to resign and rclum la the regular army for lacl. .

. of Black velunteers. -
: Two white news pers. The Wasl-ingtnn Post and The
Richmond, :Va.; Times, became zlarmed by.the lack of

‘Black enthuslasin for this war, and wrote that it was ceused -
‘by the “childish rant™ of Black editors and other Black

- spskesmen Thé Washinglon.Feost threatened ihat the war

:".would ge on, whethar Blacks joined the army or stayed al -~

- home: country, it said was ca, ble of seniding a million'
. troops abroad, while keep og a million et home to keep or-
" dar, ., and attend to any trouble the disgruntled colored

B leaders’ may see fit to make.”, tuated by The Richmond

!‘Inuel June& 1398.)
nfu
lnllsm Kelly

‘are yet rcady for a depariure so radical’:

It i3 true that oply a few Black Ametlcans co-operated -
{Lwith: Alkinson’s. Anik-Imperiatist League, as an anxillary_

- chapler in New England, That Elacks functionied primarily
‘{n thels swn orgarization, The National Negrn Antl-Expon-
“sloa. Anti-tmpetlalist, Antl-Trust and Antl-Lynching Lea-
-gue, whith was active in the west, reflects the rejrction of
the sbetract, moral and con:lllutlonal premhu of the wkite
Intellzctuals, . -, ° N [

) unmke, calléd to denounce: N
.- Hose and the slaughter of helpless Black priscners at Pel-:

“triotism, jingoelsen and imperiaam

' the Black alutudu tow. rdAmerlcan imﬂer- o
iller, Dean of Howard Univerzity, said’ “[ .

- don't t'hlnk there is a single colored man, out of office and -

= oul of the iﬁsanw&:. wl;igtuihmﬂd fmror uu'aﬂ so-ca%:rd ‘e}:.:- B
- pansion policy. op oy Wi anize un: e

E: 90 r? tkinson is ansther :’;uesu:;g 1 t_lon'_uhink“e

,;_AME "Church Raview: ol

" historically for 8 .new phass

“The sigmrg of.the Treat, d\; of Paris, Diterbet 10,1898,
ceded the Philippine Islands (o the United States. For the
next six years, from 1899 to'1905, U.S; troops were uxed o

- brutally suppress 3 guerrilln siprising, When the'war | endsd

with, S?am and the conquest of tthpplne Isiands bes |
gan, Black Americans had good reasons to’ believe thata- :

" wenrped civilization was being im on’ tha Fil

pozed on ping
people.: Ir 1838 the manifestation’ of . that clviltéatier; =
wes Lhe intrezse in lynchings and the bloody. antl-Black
riots'in, New Ocleans; Akron and New York 1hat indicated

* that racism was noi 2e exclusivg Scuthern peculiarity but
: 7 the naticoal Znd intermiational characteristic of US imperi
7 alism, Today's: leincy of that, “‘warped clvilization,
_. continued to exist
. States and the denlal of {reedom to the. Filiplne massss b_';
o ?I:e eut jmé that Reag: :
- .. fundamertal

the racism that we have in the' Un!tad

e in Manila a regi

greement Wit »

CAtLan mm mesting: in > Boslon .chaired by i<
the brutal lyncblng uf Sam

metto, Ga., an open letter was drafled and sent fo Presldent |
Mchnley "One of the sharpest criticigms that came from
“the Black community. was ia this lelter, witdch attacked A

. Kinley s lgol.ith:al hypocrizy hy inting cut that when hea

speaks of, *‘paticnce; indusiry, modera ;'-
tlcn", when he talks to Southern whites he pml?chm cpa
inurder towin the -

pg_urt the South tohis pﬂticy of iﬁmal | aggressionon-

Easr." whilc elasin ‘g 15 eyes and Lips *'to the crimi- -
&n it} ciw] ﬂghts of Vegma! :

w{m! mericag :mperial
At tha beg.nslng of the h‘nr.

urrad
“NO OFFICERS | big duminatad during the con-
HAFTRE J

" fietin the Piul!ppllw... lt beca'm

DON'T ENLIST)

- And, seemingly ‘out of nowhere, there a
Oetobor. 1859, the . dialectics
formulation that all of hese conguests “invelving the oxis

-{ence and the integrity of weeker govermments are against

the dark races in Alries and Asia, und added ta the domas

. tic problems of the Americait Negm we are struck with th

theught' ihat a startling world: movement:has begun T
ameng the derk skin races, to lead on doubtless; s an ad
justment which shsll in'the cyeales’ change the present rel

h tions of oppressor and oppressed ...

- Black ‘opposition: to” i) {] début of .the;
S!.am between 1698 and 1905, did not stop the riging tide 01’

U.S. or world imperiatism, but it did prepare the ground -
of .the Black s u'ugle in the
United States, and lndirect!y In Alrica; th bean, .
and n the Third World : ;
It'was from this movemnnt lhnt new ideas and now

. sopalities aroge. Ideas of & new sell-identity and Pan-

canism. Personalities, like LuBols, Monroe Trotter, Ida B.‘f
Wells, Archibald Grimke, ete., who would. slong with the’
movement of Black masses from the South fo the orth, be-

, rome prorinen! farcea in breaking Booker T. Wrshinglm s

hammerlock on Black thought, that upened new ronds for :
Bluck liberation in'the 19205 and Im e .

81232




