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7 The publicaticri'of the first two volumes of the massive-
* Marces Garvey and Universal Negro Improvement Asso-

- chation Papers in November,; 1983715 2 momentous event in:

= the historiography of Garveyism.* The Marcus Garvey Pap- -

“ers Project:-supported by the National Historical Publica--

.tions and Records Commission, is under the cditorship of
- Prof: Robert’A. Hill; the direclor of the Project at the Uni

ersity. of California at Los Angeles N 3

i The ventire :collection 'of v over’ 30,000 docume
-memorabilia gnd interviews with original Garveyites {r
many countries gathered by Prof. Hill is due to be published |
inten large volumes. Six volumes will contain documents on-
Garveyistti inthe U.S.; two volumes on the movement in the

" Caribbexzn and Latin America. and two volumes on Africa. .
The first'two volumes. just off the press contain a total of -

some 1,500 pages. including Prof. Hill's overview of thc'_:

whaole collection, to which we will retern

THREE HISTORIC CRISES

* The mhost excitiig dspect of the collection is that we get 16..
hear Marcus Garvey speak fur himsell sothat ihe readercan '
hoth view Garvey in his own time and historical selting and -

judge for himself what Garvey's relevance 15 [or our day. .
Three: historie crises’from two quite different: historic
periods show the relevance that the Uarvey Papers havefor

" The Marcus Garvey and the Unlversud Negro tmproverient Assael
ation Papers, Volume [, [826- August 1919; Volume 11,27 August 1519 -
137 August 159, Ediled by Rubert Hill, Universily of Celifornia Doz,

.+ .culogize himas?

"ot day’ The firgl crizis arese i the perfod between the 1917:7
East St. Louis 2ati-Black pogrom and the “Xod Summer of &
119" when race viots swept the country’and the infamois

. Palmer: ralds thit 3,/ Xdgar; Hoover: speatheaded against
s %subversives' gave the Garvey movement its first Impe
as il caught a uew stoge of Black donscicusnessizn
Against the backdrop of these racial erlscs Garvey's
peal to the Black masses declared: YAmerica; that has bewa

“ ringing the bells of the world, proclalmlyg to thenatives knd
the peoples thereof thal she has democrasy.to give toali nad
sundry . . . has kerself no satisfaction to glve 12,000,000 bex
own citizens .-. : vver the hrutal murdes of men; woned and

- children for no otkrer renson than thai they are black people:
seeking an industrivl chance in the country thot they, have™

" laboured for three bundred years (o make great.”; 1

. “The second !period'disﬂm how very dilfercht Is the under.
standing of Marcus (iarvey by a generation like taat of ih

-1560s versus the attitude of Black intellectuals in Garvey's:,
time. Where an intellectus! like 'W:E. B DuBois helpéd fo
railroad Garvey out of the country; it wa3.the Riack power

-‘generation- of :the 18605 .which tevived; Guivey, slthongh
doing 50 without fully:hrenking from the “‘talented tenth?
elitism of DuBois, who Garvey fought. - :

- And thirdly: what emerged with the world fermezt folicw:
ing the Russian Revolution lod Lenin to recognize innations!

- demnocratic movements' In’ impeflallil landg sich s Gars;
vey's, & new dialectic. of MHoevation-in turn, Gorvey hsd:

. himself recognized that *:Eolshevism .. < is going to spread
“until it finds a haven in the breasts of all oppressed peoples;

. and then there shall,be o universal rule of the masses.
* Later; at the time’ of Lenin's ‘death’ Garvey was:
‘the world"s gr 1 bet
R (TN : s o
- The point |s that as agalnst American Marxists; Blask and
" white, Lenin was virtually alone among Marxisis of the pe-
- riod whe saw the revolutiohary dimension of Garvey and th
movement he led. R S
This inescapable ' Red dimension” of the Garvey FPapere
brings us back 'te Prof, Hil's introductory averview to the
whola ten volume coitection; The comprehensivenass’ of
“Prof, Hill's grasp of the decuments can be found not alene in
his overview, but is seen as well in" the'scholarly:Pap-

African blographical sketches appended to Volume I and 1n

his quite erudité faotnotss to bolh volurnes. One¢f the new

§116




-~ insights Into the historiography of G
.. documents is the parallel between G.
- ticnalism i :
Ttis preeisel;
difffcult

\ergence out "of . the' triangulay; Ibvemehl, of
Black thought and refoiation between the U.S: Carfbboan,!
‘cannol ignors the: i ctusi writlngs 'of Garvey's i

_The originelity, organizatiohal capacity and inaxhaustiby
sﬁ‘:f_ of the question of the Black dimension as world phyo?
.-Hizatien, as internztional dimension, is to be found withis the .
.- documents™of the Garvey movemeni.; That:is what brings |

©- Garvey tolite="That hiternational dlmension ‘of Garvey's !
1 seeking the Black guestion as a worid ques-
; to nieme this new column
antsm the Black dimension

* -, *Foraview of the development of the Ameriean roots ol Warxism in -
© “relationship. to the Black question see the 4th' expanded edition.of.
i, American Clvilizaticn on Trial; Bluck Masses as Yanguard, A quite
- Impartant wark on Garvey ard UNIAis Tony Martin's Kace te: -
" . The Ideological and Organlzztions) Slruggles of Marcus Garvey and
+ tite Unlversal Nego'Imp A iation, Gresnwood Press,”
1476. Especinlly relevant to thls polet i3 Ch, 10, pp. VLT




{ : ; e: Minister' Edward Seaga’s .
- runtisal request’ that the Reagan Administration grant a-
pardsn te Marcus Garvey; 57 years after J; Edgar Hoover -
“succeeded in falsely indicting him on charges of mail frand;
. -appeared “to, come it of: nowkere .o Oct.-17.- However,
;hecausi the: Reagdn -Administration'slies mul tipliedso. .
rapidly. following. its* invasion of ‘Grenada, the New York:.
“Hmied, Octl 18 article’ aga’s’unusual request” went

-187a
aga's big IIe',aboutjwnnt_ing & pardor - Garvey was
tﬁesli’g.ue" 1o divert atlention:away from a more faniastic
. irulli, Three days sftér the house arrest of Maurice Blhop
and two days befora Reagdn set in motion plans to'invade
' ‘Grenadd; Senga mnde hiz “unusual request’’ 1o no one less -
,-George Bush, ..
who Jamaics fortalks'* wilh Seagy, Tha only fn-
dication we hiave that those “talis’! between Seagn an {the:.
-former hend of.the CIA may,-in fact, have baan senling the . :
fate’of the: Grenadian. revolutlon was-the cbservation by
Francls X! Clines in i3 Oct- 18 NYT article that *Mr, Seaga .
ted hiz’ the context of some sensitive inter- 3

= 30" doubt, “Jamnicar

4

! W : Ay
siThat the: resctionkry’ Séapa wonld, in" 1984, inveke the
mxmory ef.Gnnv? efier’alding Reagan's lmdperlallus Inter -

.ventlsn Into the’ aribbean-has notalng (o 0 with the re-
volutionary. ovement that Garvey led.in'the 19208, It 15
Intended to’dispel k L.of

of this’ columa {Jenuary-FeSruaty, 1
" :N&L) we.began'a presentation of the “'Red dimensio
" the Marcus Garyey Papers which are in the
L’&‘f puklished a3 a massive ter-volume coliec
‘editorship ol : Professor - Robert - Hill: Our - concentration
. ithere was on Garvey’s relation to the Russian Revolution:-
~In this column we wish to cxtend that Red dimension tosee
¢ how both Marx end Garvey vieved the Jamaican peasam.? ;
.28 pari of the revolutionary dimension of the Black world. .

ni.the first part
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“-plantations,; but rather ‘checrve ke éva’dinpending:
3 pley with an Ironic grin of nuliviovs. plegaures s -
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