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lite, and that Lo appeat to it would evoke responses that e now fatent.
Thixiswhy it matters so moch 1o hisarpument that his theory. no matter
how much of it eoncerns the detail of contemporary palitics and the
matter of modern political scicace, is an expression of an indigenaus
Indian tradition of thought and practice; Politicaliy creative thewry can,

in his view, only be the reinterpretation and the remaking—even if -

sometimes a radical remaking —-of tradition. Henee it would at one level

" be missing the point to remark that many of the key concepts for which

he relies upon Indian sources are also found in classical western
* tradition, Mehta is ivell aware ol this; he'is sometimes as apl 1o quote
_ Plato or Aristotle as the Vedas or the Muhabharata, But he recognizes
that the coincidence of major traditions of thought and practice does not
mean that we can abstract that on which such traditions coneur and
‘possess i independently of our own participation in any tradition.
Mchia's argument throughout this book is dense pnd compact, and in
sketching its main outlines ! have had 1o ipnore important components
“of it conflict and violence, lor cxample, and the relationship of
nationakity 10 the natjon-state, On these topics, as in his central
argument, what Mchta says is sufficiently exciting and compelling to
mike it exeeptionally important that he should present his ideas at much
greater length. '

— Alasdair Maclntyre
Vandettnit Univenity

ROSA L U,\'Es'-ff}Ul\'G. WOMEN'S LIBERATION, AND MARX'S
PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION by Raya Dunayevikaya. Atlantic
Highlands, N4z Humanities Press, 1982, Pp. xii, 234 ’

Everyone feels in his soul that we lve in troubling duys of capitalist

contradiction. I'rofii-making. presses prefer texts of Marxiology to.

other political works. Urban bookstores shun the clussies of history, but
provide large shiclves for “Narxist studies,” “women studics,” “black

studies,™ and “astrology, religion, and philasophy™ (sic), Although

mainly rebutfed by cconomics departments, hMarxism has made a
discreet entry (often in weird partnerships) to philosophy and literary
eriticism. A good deal of erude Marxist imagination and yocabulary has
_conguered the speech habits of “ihe brighter students.” Yet the work of
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Raeva Demayevakiaya has been tnjustly negleeted, Tein think of anly one
good reason why this sheuld be so; aeademiy smugness. Those who.
cultivate the prapes rarely share the table with those who sniff and drink
the wine. Yet it is more profitable to engage with this writer in esscntial
dialogue about the world's prospects thin with countless athers who are
more popular or more prestigious. While fine-tunied Marxist come
mentaries keep being churned out, Dunayevskaya, who! lias" been a
revolutionary militant for fifty years, gives us The Acts of the Apostles.
. She is not 4 “socialist of the chair™-—one can searcely imagine her
sitting down, She is what might be called in archaic parlanee an agitator
or political journalist, Most of her activity his been in Detroit, where
she has been involved, at cluse quarters or fram afar, in_ decades of the
tangled politics of the Extreme Left—fram the heroic daysof the ClO 1o .
those of the NBIFO (National Black Feminist Qrganization), She is o
compendium of who-is-who in liberation movenments from Zanzibar to

Tiruna and frome Feheran 1o Lima. She is an intellectual of the

barricades. Yet she prefers to work in an ‘atmosphere of argument,
persuasion, and ireedom. That much is demonstpsged by her concern for

. schalugship, historical securacy, and {5y her lights) philosuphicai

consistency. Those interested in her life and work and her ‘many
Tascinuting associations may consult the collection of pupers she'has
deposited in the Labar Archives of the Wayne State University.

Sinceé Dunayevskaya’s years have heen spent in the nitty-priny
strugples of the Marxist revolutionary movement 1o expand s strength
and correet its tendenvies, she s never citered 1o her own self-
advincement, Aside from a great deal of fugitive journalism, she has
published [our books: Marxisr ard Frocdom; Philosophy and Revo-
Qtion; Nariunalison,” Comnuaiisen, MarxiseHumanism wmid the Afro-
Asian Revolwrions: and the volume under review, In praper Marxist
style, each of these works is s mixture of agitprop and philesophy., They
are written to urpe and obt: in a commitment, But they ure not wooly-
headed books a1 alk: they are an efTort to transeribe forintellcetuasis what
the straighi and true path of Marxistis and to show how the saciety for
which Marx fought and made philusophical provision is laboring to he
born in all corners uf the cinth, Admittedly, Dunayevskaya does not
express her vicws in cool, value-free sentences, She [ollows her masier,
i in his own Jductars] thesis. on

dogs,” we will find “tail-enders™ and “abysmal oppartunism™ and an
“explaitative, tacist, alivnating system, " ete, A fler hacking through this
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special argot of fnsult (whick s, after adl, the mark of o dife chosen wnid
Tivedl secarding (o o ecttain protucol), uie confronts a thinker of great
interesl. ) ’
We need Lo locate Dunayevskayiinthe sy of Marxism. Sheis, by
" her own decktion, 2 Markist bungnist. ™ This meaos, fisst ofall, that
she is a fervent advoeeate of the buman beisg as maker of himself,
rejecting thought sof any higher intelligence or higher ereation (in
Kolakowskis words, “the sell-deification. of mankind™). it means,
secondly, that she places heavy siress on the developmental continuity
of Marx’s project and writings, and igsists on the importance of the
Pasis manuscripts, where, according to the anthor, arc to be found in’
embryonic phuloseplical’ clarity the claims by which Marxism is .
privileged to become the “scicn__cc‘_‘fng‘;i varicty of worldwide movements
of liberation, hawever disparate they might seem to the naive observer.
““Third, it means a resounding rupture between the true Marx and the
leaky legacy left to his followers by Friediich Engels. Not only did
Engels bequeath to” the communist mavement & snechanical and
complacent teadéncey, but he misread and distorted Marx’s interpre-
tation of the nlmn‘—wnman relationship in his work an The Origin of the
Family, According to the author, o coreful reading of Marx’s 1844 text
in conjunction with the newly available Erfmological Notehooks seisthe
matter straight. Similarly, Marx, against the orthodoxy that prevailed
in the Sccand Intefrational, was prepared to favor socialist revolution
in underdeveloped countries without any bourgeois inicrlude. Thus,
according to Dunayevskaya, Marx’s thought provides for a more
_tli\’\.‘t':iL‘.piHlUI'ill'l'l:l of liberution than many of his principal licutenants
had helieved possible or desirable. Colonialized nations, racial
‘minorities, females wie sl privileged 1o consult the corpus of .
uncontaminated Marxism for an identification . of their role in the’
*evolution of mankind from sluvery to freedont, They must not, however,
mistake or forsake his irrefutable insights {1his was a problem for Rosa

Luxemburg), “Cur age,” Dunayevskaya writes, “has the advantage in - '

that we finally are in possession of nearly el of Marx’s works" (p. 121).
Dunay ayn respects dialectical philosophy: as the truth of the
world. She does nat believe that Marx ever Jeviated {rom his carly -
humanistic formulation: his philosophical anchorage cun be identified
from the carly writings through the Granedrisse to Capitel and the Gaﬂ:a'_'
Progran and that is decisive for toclays revolutionary movements, She-
attributes o Marx “one dislectical conceptuatd framewark . . . masses iz’
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sheadds, “a gap in the knowledge of Markist resalted Cromthe failure -
to kuow the Grandrisse ™ (p. 1400, The world and its revolutionary acts
are to be interpreted through what the author calls “Absolute Method.™
This is, first of afl, an appropriation of the revelation that Lenin bad in
Zurich when he firsteéad Hepgel's Logic and annotated i1 second it is an
eXiension of the rapprochement of Hegel and Marx presented . in
Murcuse’s Reason and Revolution. WU is, especially, a lollow-up to
Marx’s famous sentence on Hegel: *The greatness of Hegels Pheno-
mienofogy .. s the dialectic of negativity as the moving und creating
principle. “To me,” the author declares, *philosophy did not mean
dialectics only ‘in general,” bul, very specificaliy, ‘negation of the
negation,"which Marx had called *a new Huminism™ " This might seem
a dogmatic and slanted employment of Hegelian resourees. .

The facus of this book i is announced to be Rosa Luxemburg and hcr
revolutionary connection with the feminist consciousness, We are told -
tha: this connection can be taken further than is commonly supposed.
The personality of Luxemburg, her position in international secialism,
her courage, and her pathos are well expressed in the carlier chapters. A
principal paiat.that Dunayevskayis wisiics to make is that {(pace Nettl,
Luxemburgs excellent bingrapher) Luxemburg was a totaliy liberated
wonnn wiwo did not go into adecline following the rupture of her linison
with [ ro Jogiches, but went Torward to ever more productive activity. |
This is demonstrated very convincligly. The book is not, however,
really about Rosa Luxemburg: rather, it is shout some of the lessons
that she teaches as much through her ercor, as her izdomitable will.
L.uxemburg was a first-class sevolutionary who got her cconomics o bit
wrang, could not reconcilé philosophy with organization, and, in foct,
suffered from “near tone.deafness in philosophy™{p. 120).

The teleolngical relentlessness of “Absolute Method™is very discern-
ing in producing arch-villains, villains, mixed types, and heroes. The
villaing are Jegion: Engels, Bernstein, Kautsky, Pickhanov, pumerous
Mensheviks, the vireal whole of the SU'D, Sartre, Althusser, and, it
goes without saying, Stalin and all his progeny. There are ancillary,”
wnwitiing heroes like various Abolitionists, American black women,
and radical feminists who never read much Marx. And thereare persons
whoe were equipped for preatness if they had ant harbored various
Mindnesses: Lenin, Trotsky, Luxemburg, Herbert Marcuse, Marx,
if rend correctly and with emphasis
on the right tests: Al strategies of struggle need Lo be submitted to his
canuaicd authority,
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Lo : © himself with the |-
What does a nonbetiever make of all this? In my judgment, this isan - o this purpose T hav
intelligent. though excessively polemical and optimistic, tract, After MR insurmountable ¢i;
readingall ol Rays Dunayevskaya’s books that presine 1o patheralithe 7 - . : - any CO‘!i‘CCplliill‘lq’.
wretched of the carth beneath the umbrelia of “Absolute Method,” . . " Doesn't the institu
referring all their individund and collective frustrations and desperations o " and so on? This ;=
tu works that Marx felt unpublished and a discovery that Lenin made in ' . s‘lratcgy\of co‘nccpf :
the library, | cannot say that the messy world -looks much clearer. - he) leads him to pu-”
Marxism (never mind other *liberations™) is today so split into separale L the following way. -
and warring chapels that it resembles Protestantism and liberalism, and | g . Pursuant to a'y
probably ulso Catholicism. It is also “for rent™ 10 forces beyond it, The - 4o Campbell seltles oii
“gredl “-isms™ are in trouble. The éarth is not, [ think, embarked on any .. governed by social ;
privileged, though sanguinary, journcy toward what Dunayevskaya * “undereuts the- "
considers {itting and humane., Morcover, - like most _conlemporary critique of rights; {«
progressivists, she cannot imagine or portray (except in the most than an evaluative:
abstract terms) what it would be like for all human beings to live . inlcrpremtiqn purge,
" - together with equality, dignity, autonomy, and justice. She rejoins her right...itis necessm
antagonist Bernstein: the end is dim, the process is all. 1 suspect that in warfhnts.cmitiés or ¢
order {o survive tonorrow, survivors of today wiil haveto forsake mast this warrant having 5
of their visions of what we might become. They will have to think in right in question™ ('
terms of what we musi do in Gider to stay. But reading this book could about this definition,
profit them, - ’ law ar conflict of int:
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THELEFTAND RIGHTS: A CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS OFTH I
IDEA OF SOCIALIST RIGHTS by Tom Camphell. London: Reur-
ledge & Kegan Paul 1983, Pp. 253, 511.95 (original paper).

i et

* This a study of the theoretical compatibility of socialism and the

" practice of rights, The argwment focuses on certiin valnerable presup-
. Positions of the liberal conception of rights and criticizes Batlhi liberal
and “revolutionaty socialist™ theorists, the latter besausc they have
adopted the “nirow™ concept of rights developed by the Tormer.
-Campbell seeks to excise the liberal content from the concept, and,
.- through-a shift in theoreticnl nssumptions about what it is to have a
right, accord the practice o place in socialism, whereby socialism is
*eant an ideal arragement conforming more or less to Marx'ssketeliof -
communism, Campbell is careful not 1o saddle himselfwith adefense of
the historical prospeet of socialism, so vunderstoud, but instead concerns

ERT L R A
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Insightful Marx!st Analysis.
Bumyevskaya’s Perspeciiues o Africa

Kevln Anderson
Raya Dunayevslmya. ROSA LUXEMBbRG. WOMEN'S L!BERA‘I‘!ON AND

MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REYOLUTTION (New Jersey Humanities Press,
1932), pp. xii, 234, $19.95 hardcover, $10 95 paperback.

Raya Dunayevskays, PIHM)SOPHY AND REVOLUT!ON. I-‘rom Hegel to Sar-
tre and from Marx to Mao, {New Jersey Hu.."mm'les Press, 1982, orig. 1973),
pp. xxvii, :m.. $10.95 paperback .

Raya Dm:ayevskayn MARXISM ANB FREEDOM' From 1778 Until Today {New
Jcrsey Humanities Pms, 1882, orlg. 1958}, Bp. 331, $10.95 paperhack.

THE RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA COLLEC!‘ION Marxut-Hum:nism* lu Origins
and Development in the 1.5, 1841 to Today (Detroit: Wayne State University
- Archives of Labor History and Urban Affairs, 1981}, pp. 6561+, $690 miccofilm,

- The titles listed above constitute the bulk of a forty Iyear contribution to
political and soclal theory by the well-known Marxist humanist writer Raya
Dunayevskaya, who in 1982 compleled her third book on Marxist theory. This

Kevm Anderson is an Adjurct Lecturer in Sociology at the College of Siaten Isiand, (‘ily Umvemty of New
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writer is already familiar to long-lime Africa Today readers through her first-
_hand reports on The Gambia and Ghana (July and December, 1962}, The new
. editicns of her work by Hurnanities Press {1582} cnd the Wayne State Universi- - :
ty microfilm ecllection {2981) have finally made the whole of it easily accessible -
- {o interested scholars. Each work listed above ‘offers theoretical and empirical
insights for Africanists, This review wil) look briefly 2t each to get ancverview.:
Rosa Luxemburg, Wonien's Liberation and Marx's Pklla"oplny of Revolu-
tion centers around analvses of women and nan-Western soéisty In relationehis -
.to overall. theoretical: fssues in, Marxlsm. In the section on Luxentburg, she
unearths valuable and new miaterial én tha relatmnship ‘of Africa to the disputes
inside the West European left, particularly the/German SPD. In 1911, when Lux-
emburg broke with the conservative SPD eadership three years ahead of Lenin, -
Dunayevskaya shows that it wak Luxemburg'§’ opposition Lo German colomahsm
" in Africa thal precipitated | the split and the ensuing debate. In 1511 Luxemburg
had criticized the party ieuﬂ‘ét ol Morccco thusly-

““Let us add thal inthe whole of the le.aflet there is not one word abaut
the native inhabitants of the colonies; ot a word about their rights,
interests and sufferings because of ln!emauonal policy, The leaflet
repeatedly speak of *England’s sp]enchd colonial policy” without
mentioning the periedic famine and spread of typheid in India, ex-
lermination of the Australian aborig[mﬁ and the h:npopor.amus -hide
lazh on the backs of the Egypl:an felttaly,"™( 2":)

She also traces Luxemb\.rg's Concers with the qu:st.cm u! Nnm:bla. Ha-vmg shown
that, Dunayevskaya goes on to presend a eritique of Luxemburg's pesition on na-
tional liberation, where Liuxemiwrg opposed natlonal independence movemenis
&6 ulopian apd reactionary in the era of iraperialism. She also gives an Inclsive
critigue of the philesophical and economic underpinnings of Luxemnburg’s great
work on the theory of imperialism, The Accumulation of Caplital.

- Inthe section on women's likeration, Dunayevskaya discusses the relevance .
of early Alrican women's revolts such as the 1228 Igbo Women's War against
British Imperialism (o present-day struggles of women in the Third World. She

- analyzes women’s perticipation in moderr upheavals In Mozambique, Angola
- end Guinea-Bissau as well as Portugal In the 19703, and goes from there to a eri-
tique of the Chinese and more recent Third World revolutions from the vantage -
Pﬂint of wemen's liberation. She views women as & cmcial and newly emergent
“revolutionary subject”-in the 1880s, -
The last section of this book deals with Marx. Much of it cenlers arnund his
‘last wrilings on Russia and on non-Furopean soclety such as his Little-known
Ethnological Notebooks and his 1881 letter lo Vera Zasulitch on the possibility
of a'direct transition to socialism from the Russian pre-capitalisl commural
“village. Dunayevskaya shows that all of Marx's inzjor last wrilings, including
the last edition of Capital, Vol. 1 (Paris: 1872-75) which he personally prepared
- for the printer, show the importance of this theme of alternate paths te human
emancipation, Dunayevsknyn quates Lalarguc's 1852 complaint to Engels that,
after his trip to Alglers, "Marx has come back with his head full of Afriea and
the Arabs'’ (101). She concludes the book by arguing that with these Iast writings -
- *“Marx's Jegacy I8 no mere heirlocn:, but a live body of ideas and perspectives
that [s in need of concrelization," {195} Nowhere ara such late writings of Marx
more relevant than to African studles, where Marxist closs analysis is Increas-
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) - o . Kevin Anderzon’
ingly being apptied, Dunayevskaya's new reading of Marx shows an openness
- . onhis part seldom found in pest-Marx Marxists. She shows that he intended much
of the framework of Capitul only for America and Western Eurepe and was work-

ing at his death on new approaches.to non-European seciety.s: .- .

‘Philosophy and Revolution was originally issued in-1973 and has been
republished with a new introduction. The core of this book's discussicn of Africa” .
" is in the major chapler "The African Revolutions and the Werld Ecenomy.” .
. There, Dunayevskaya maintains that: “The African revolutions opened a new
' "page in the dialectic of thought as well as in world history'{213). She then
" discusses African nationalist leaders and theorists such as Nkrumah, Senghor,
* ‘and Faron. It is Fanon whom she finds the elosest to her own view when she wriles
that despite the great achievements of the independence struggles, *we must’
_soberly face the present blesk reality”(217). She concludes: Tl

The greatest of these tragedies, however, is not the external but
the internal one, the separation between the leaders and the led in
independent Africa. It is to this we must turn because without masses
as reason as well as force, there is no way o escape being sucked -
inio the world market dominated by advanced technologies, whether -
in production or in preparation for puclear war,(218) - .~ -~ - -

The rest of the chapter explores the neecolonial relationship of the world economy
to Africa and offers a critigus of dependency theories as well as conservative
development theories, .. ° R ! RS N
’ But its Marxist analysis does not end there. Instead, Dunayevskaya continues
it by returning to where she began: the living human subjects whohave the power, .
in her view, to alter economic reiationships, the African masses. She argues that
’ despile e warld economy “iieocoionlalism could not have been reborn 50 easi-
- 1y in Africa had the revolutionary situation continued to deepen.” (235) At the
core of her analysis is the inter-relationship of palitical and ceonomice factors:
“Preciscly because the African masses did. at the start, feel that :
. they were not only muscle but reason, holding destiny in their own -
- hands, there emerged whai Marx in his day called a new energizing .
principle. This resulted in the growth of produstion even in societies
-whose economy was resiricted to a single crop.”’ (237) :

Despite the sethacks of neocolenialism, she concludes the chapler by arguing

- that the situation in Africa was still “fluid” in that: (1) new revalutions were

ready to emerge in southern-Africa, (2) the youth had shown resistance to

. neocolonialist regimes, (3} the neocolonial social structures in Africa were hardly
as firinly implanted as, for example, those in Latin America.! 7. - :

- . But Africa kas importance in Philusophy and Revolutlon far beyond the single

.chapter ot Africa. Dunayevskaya's central concept is that of an *open”” or *‘un-

chained” dialectic where, she argues, Hegel {and Marx) “present the structures

L. 1 have smployrd this framework in my paper *The Tanzanian Model of Third World Development: Afler
Twenly Years,” prevented W the Eastern Socialagicsl Sociaty, Bakimore, March 190,

Ath Quaner, 1992
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not as mere {act, not as hierarchy, not as pinnacle, but as movement™ {19), and
_view human reality a5 “en= long Lrek to freedom'*(43). The African revolutions

of the 19505 and 19603 were, to Dunayevskaya, a key example of the centrality

of a dialectle of freedom to human history. For such 2 Marxist, African revolu-
_ tions are not a place to “apply” a ready-made theory, bul & unique humun ex-
" perience out of which Marxist theory can be recorsioucied for the present.
Philosophy and Revolution also contains valuable discussion of Lenin, Mao, Marx,
and Sartre, theorists not without relevance to African revolutionaries. -

Dunayevskaya’s first book, Marxism and Freedom, originally published in
1958, at first glance seems to contain little on Africa: But there is much of im-
portance {o Africanists, such as the lengthy economic and paolitical analysis of .

‘the outcoines of Lwo major revolutions, Lhe Russtan and the Chirese. In analyz-
ing post-revolutionary Russia and China, Dunayevskaya usss with greatl sub-
Wlety her concept of slate-capitalism, first developed in economie wrilings in the
1940s. But in keeping with her present Marxist humanist stance, she siresses not
only economic and political categeries, but also philesophical and ideological ones,

~ as well as (he relationship of tponianeily to revalutionary upheaval. The analysis.
of China rzads especially well in 1683, given the collapse of the Maoist dream -
during the last decade. This section had earlier seemed too charply critical of
Mao's experiment to many readers. The concepts of state-capitalism and of spon-
taneity and himanism developed in this book offcr many vantage points for a
Marxist analysis of the contemporary Alrican scene. Her overall concepi of
socialist humanism, first articulated here, was developed paralle] to that of
socialist humanists in Africa such as Nyerere and Senghor, and especially Fanon,
who wrote during the samie pericd, - .- Lo .

- -The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection includes victually all of Raya Dunayey-
skaya's voluminous other wrilings, plus many by people with whom she has
-worked, from her earliest days as secrelary to Trotsky in 1937-38 to teday. Of
special importance 1o Africanists arc the [ollowing documents: (1}Her 1959 pam-
phlet Nationattsm, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the Alfro-Asian Revolu-
{tons (26807723} ; (2) her writings on West Africa in 1961 and 1962 befere and afler
her trip there(2906-3153 passim, 3124-3251); (3) a 1978 series of “*Philesophic-
Political Letters''(5182-5200) whlch include discussion of the Portugucse and
African revolutions of 1974-76, the civil war in Zimbabwe and the Soweio upris-
ing; (4) the 1978 pamphlet Frantz Fonon, Sowelo amd American Black Thought
(5305-5363), written hy two colleagues of Dunayevskaya, Lou Tumer and John
Alan, and introduced by her. | -~ - & ST T

- 'Taken as a whole, Dunayevskaya's three books and the Wayne State Univer- .
sily coltection contain an important coptribation to African studies by a writer
whao has spent a lifelime as a political activist es well as a theorisi, The pastionate

' eemmitment to human Hberation is never absent from Dunayevskaya's work,
yet at the same time there is no Iack of theoretical snd analylical rigor.




“sta agli inami lemtativi di-chi ritiene
. ponsibile determinare Uessere nella pre-
" sumta’ fuidita di un dingmismo interio-
.re-n, quantomenn, coglivme il mori-

merlo Jenamenolagico. Si tratta, insom-
! ma, - della non viducibilita i due
livelli di conoscenza, l'una, onortan-
e gli evidemti limili feoretici, salda-

wente radicata nel forsi quotidiano di:

. un'azione tavumente  prohlemutiziata,

prrero mon svinealats dal date dells
" contingenzs  immediata, Paltra, pro-
© prin per i suo alto grado di problema-
 ticitd,: disancorata dail'elfettualtta del-
 Petstenza ¢ proiettate in sfere che, al-
- la fine, non sono in grado di compren-
deve il concreto del vivere. Mu se la
* serpetta tracia side dell’inanité dell'inr
peano del teoreta, i quale. oll'atto
protico non movira capacid nell'agire,
il feorets, tutt'al pit, pud sorridere
del asano intellettns delld sereetia, in
capace di penetrarne, magrado Vappa-
rente evidenza, i profondo delfe mo-
tivaziumi. Su un picna pic direitarien-
le picedogita, 3i iralia dello scontrursi
i due atieggiamenti nei confronti del.
Uesistenza connoteti da un forte senso
di «superiorités, ciot dalla reciproca
percezione dell'altrui sinferioritas. M
riso dells serva e i sorriso del filosofo
song i Jenomeni esteriori di tole sen.
timesta abbarbicate nell'intimo deila
costienzs singola, I filosofo si stecca
dellimmediatezia del sentire per spo-
starsi sul versante complesso dellinicl-
ligers: fu servetta ignosa la possibilitd
“smedesima di gueils complesiitd, legata

. com'é ol centre dell'essere; Duc forme,:

insorma, inconciliahili di erazionalitis,
it eai affermarsi & rispettivamente do-
vuto dla prioritd che viene attribuita
o o dato conoseitive a cui Lo ricerca,

soinvolata da contingente determinate -

Ji breve respiro,: pud condurre, o dla

- Junzionalits di una strumentazione atfa .

g mugrersi aproficusmentes nell'ambi-

to detimitato della solida utifiti ‘quo-

D imeusioni

fidiana, In fondo, la storia della rice-
vione della caduta del filosofo nel por-

-z0 non pud concludersi, poiché non pud

coneludersi il divenire del pensiero u-
maro.

Fabio Bazzani -

R. DUNAYEVSKAYA, Filusofia e ri-
voluzione, trad, it di M. Figazza e
A. Vigorelli,  Milano, Feltrinelli,
1977, pp. 312; %' R. DUNAYEY-
SKAYA, Rosu Luxemburg, women's
liberation and Marx's philosophy of
revolution, Atlantic Highlands, Hu.
tnanities Press, 1982, pp. 234,

Pubblicato originariamente oll'inizio de.

gli anni Settanta, Filosofia ¢ rivoluzienc

- ha rappresentato ¢ continkd & rappre:

seutare uno dei piie significalivi esem-
pi di una recezione di- Hegel operata
ol di fuori del marsismo occedemico.
L'autrice, gid nota al lettore itoliano
per la pubblicazione della sua dltra ins-
pertanic opera (trad. it. 1962) & nata

in Russia, ma i drasfert ancors bam-

bigna negli Stati Uniti. Agli anni 1937-

- 38 risale la sua conascenze Jdi Trockij,

che influenzd nazevolmente parte dells

" sua produzione inteiletinale ¢ di cuf fu

segretaria ¢ colluborairice durante F'e-
silio messicano. Tornata negli USA suvi-
Inppis, maturando un sempre pik mar-
cato distacco dalle posizioni trosstiste,

una analisi della reclta sovietica sulla
. ‘buse di un minuzioso esame delle idee-
paida dei primi tre pioni quinguennali: .

in tde ricerca veniva messo in rilievo

non soltanto’ il caratlere burocratico ¢

dispotico del regime ‘staliniano, ma an-

che ¢ soprastsitto il suo definirsi come ” -
uno stadio del tutto nuovo del capite- -
lisma mondiale. Tra il 1942 ed il 1943

" pubblict i risultati di questa sua inda
pine sul capitalismo. di stato savietico

“irt una scrie di articoli appersi su riviste

. {n.sé ,,mz,"! P'P_' 40-9 oo

americane; Vimpatto delle. tesi- delia ~
Dunayevskdya [u_estremamente -pasio -

sulle scenario della riflessione politica-

econnnsica ‘della sinistra infermazionale

¢ se ne ritrova fraccid anche. fnn quegli
anitort cke, proprio’in_ quegli anni, co- ..

minciavano od occuparsi delle” nuove
ed inguictanti forme assunte dal tatali-
farismn (ad es., A Koestler), -~

Negli anni Quarantd ¢ Cinguanta-par-..

tecipo aftivamente alie fotte del movi:

menlo operaio ameritang ¢ inizid guel- - .
' 2 dossia marxistaleninista (basti qui ri-} -

. cordare esemplificativamente i recupe- ;

-+ .ro" delia - Fenotrenologia dello “spitito: |

Vitinerario teorico che la- porierd, nel
1958, alfa sua prima rilettura in ‘chia-
ve umanistica del marxismo, significa-

livamente accostata elle  andisi com- |

piute da H. Marcuse in Soviet Marxism,
che fJu pubblicato relle’ stessa- anno

{Marxism -and Freedom...” from. 1776
to Today assieme i Philosophy and

Revolution & stato recentemente ristant:

pato negli Stati Uniti in occasione’ del -

centesinto anniversario della-marte di
Marx). . Lk .
Nel 1955, dopo wia. lunge: militanza

nella siwistra emericang, la‘Dunayey-
skaya costitul a Detroit I'organizzatio-

we marxista-tmanista «New & Leuerse,
il cui omonimo organo di stampa esce

Auttara; in essa & prescute in modo e
splicito il riconoscimento della funzio- .
e direttamente politics; ‘sorganizzati--
-pas della filosofie. Nel rapporto sulla

organizzazione del Plenum del New and

-Letter Committees, ¢itato da M, Fugaz-
20 ¢ . Vigorelli nella introduzione .. =
Ia versione italiane di Filosofia ¢ rivo- -
luzione, si legge infatti che cio che di-.

- stingue originalmenie guesto movimen-

to &.i connubia tra auna forma di-or-

 ganizzatione di-comitato ebe compren--
.. de sia lavorctori che intellettualf, sia".
neri che bianchi, sia wortini che donne,

Lin ‘cui] la:filosofia nom & un'ingre.
diente aggiunto. E' il nucleo centrelen

~(¢it,, p. 9). Va ricordato tuttovia-co
- me i rappario. tra filosofia e pratics
; visalga mell'claborazione legrica dell'an

si affermasse in u

“grice, o swo primo!"approfondimento’ 't -

dello studio del pensiero di Hegel che'.

. 5i era gid concretitzato nel 1933 con

la ‘Aaubblicazione delie sue Lettere sul
I

ea assoluta &i Hegel, E’ significati-
‘vo 4 guesto punlo rimarcare cone, di

" li a poco, i riconoscimento_ della ne-
* cessitd di unma’ rilettura del rapporio.
- "Hegel-Marx ed in pirticolare del tema.,

“della didettica s della contraddizione '
n' orizzonle leorico”
segnato dalla crisi dells -vecchia orto-

-come strurtento per_una Iettura della

. patologia borghese nella costituzione Ji- ;.
" losofica della critica dell'economis, 0 i |

pionieristici lavori di G, Lukics ¢ di i

" H. Marcuse). S N
© " uPerché Hegel, perché ora?s: ancora |

ponendo questa dorneda la Dunayev- |

" shaya aprird, nel 1973, il copitclo ini-

ziale di Philosophy and Revolution.

. From Hegel to Sartte and from Marx |

to Maodove Fattuality di Hegel vieme i

- coltg nella centralitd"dle - concetto di ©

atsoluto e nelld posiibilitd di uiilizare
il momento della negazione della ne-

" gaziane come an formidabile strumento
" interpretativo dei processi rivoluziona-

vi del presente: «Cid che fa di Hegel
it contemporanco & lo stesso motivo

. che lo rendeva cost atiucle per Marx:
Velficacia della’ dialettica della negati- |

vitd per un periodo di vivoluzione pro-
Ietaria, propric” come: per guell'epoca
di “gestazione”. in cui Hegel era vissu:
to. [..] 1t sug retodo assoltito ba una'

. .

. Jorza di sttrazione Straordinaria percht .
il mostro’ bisogno di teoria deriva dalls

- globalicd della crisi. attuale [...] E' or-

mai' temipo di offrontare Hegel sl suo!
séesso ferreno) il mretodo assoluto, cbe!,.

“sapipismo .in . costente movimtento &

. invieme cosl *inflersibile” da non pie-

~garsi ed dleuna:sostanzs assoluta, Ecih
proprio perché & la didlettica del sogget




fo,  continug procexso del divenire,
il metodo - dell’ assoliitn’_ negatizitd”,
ciod  dell'autontocimento, antoarticitd
ed autosupersmento (trad. it., cit., pp.
18,13). ' :
Quesra lettura di Hegel — che ne i
te irt rilievo da un lato l'interpretatio-
“me untanistica detane da Marx ¢ dall'al-
tro late la valutazione politico-rivelutio-
rarid leniniang — mira dungue it rigf-
fermare come [a filosafiz won 5i ponga
come semplice rispecchicmento ester-
no del reale, bensd sia pid interne od
esso. Cit che 'costituisce Is novitd teo-
rica &i questo libro ¢ la messa in luce
delln essenvialitd della interpretazione
lenimana della [Hosofis di: Hegel {nei
Quaderni filesofici) -ed in- particolare
defls identificazione dell'idea assoluta
con I mocimento «dalla pratics. olla
tegrics. Un aitro punto che sembra im-

portante richigmare & Iz cousiderszione

dells filosofia come fenome=nologia delle
- anuove forze ¢ delle nueve passicnis,
vale ¢ dire come fenomenclegia dei nuo-
vi sopgeiti che 3§ prefigurano a partire
dagli enni Sessenta. Commentando guel
passo detla Srienza della logica in cui
Hegel definisce la nepazione della re-
gatioe come il semplice punto di ri-
ferimrento negativo a 3¢, Vintima fonte
df cgai attivitd, di ogni spontaneo pro-

vimerito dells vita ¢ dello spirito, Fa- -

nirsa didlettica che ogni vero possiede
in 3¢ stesso e per cui soltanto & un ve-
ro; perocché solo su questa sopgetti-
" vita riposa il togliere dell'opposizione
tra concetio ¢ realtd e quell'uniza che
é la veritgs (trad. it. di A. Moni ¢ C.
Cesa, Bari 1974°, VoI, II, p. 948),
Pautrice rimarca mon solo i ruolo che
quests soggeitivitd - riveste in Hegel,
ma sotiolines con forza: unche come
Uimpatto hegelieno $i riveli realmente
dirompente quando, una volta ragpiun-
to il _vertice dell'assoluto, viene ad es-

sere volpita addiritiura ls assoluta ne-.

© gativid,

1

L'Hegel .lrmcggl'd!o dalla Dunayevskya
e la stessa vilettura di Marx, -Lenin,
Trockij, Mdo, Sartre, risentono forte.

* mente della sitenzione che I'autrice po-

ne ad una jormulatione criginde sic

 del concetio di politico (e di rivoluzio-
" e come movirtento rede ¢ polo dia-.

lettico vispetto alla filosofia} siv del
concetto i soggetro che emerge nei
movintenti radiceli della nosira epoca
{negri, tudenti, donne, giovani} cosi
pure came nelle lotte di liberazions
dei popoli ofriceni e nelle rivolte dei
paesi dell'Est: questi movimenti sono
Paggetto della terza ed wltina parte di
guesto libro spessa’ provocatorio, ma
che recentemente offre inleressanti e
lementi di riflessione su questioni non
irvilevanti del pensiera. Jilosofico-poli.
fico contemporanco, :
La_ ridefinizione dell'antagonismo  to-
ciole nelle forme dei mutorsenti di

“fondo intervenuti o livello della sog-

geltivitd moderna (su base socio-gntro-
pologica) scmbra inoltre costituire l'e-
lemento di raccordo tra le tesi della
Dunayevskays e le pii recenti formu-
Iazioni della cosiddettu “teoria dei biso-
gni: in entrambi i casi viene infarti
messa in discussione ‘una concezione
del marxismo come teoria oggeltive
delle transizione, come metodo linesre
del processo rivoluzionario, a cui viene
contrapposta la raaturitd gid politica
def sogpeiti sociali antagonisti; ma la
redicale dissoluzione del politico tra-

dizionale cbr ne contegue non sembra .

confrontarsi con la dinsensione proget-
tugle, che aggetta fortemente - vorso

problematiche propric della sjera dell’e- .

tico, dlirimenti ripresa in parte della

. riflessione della sinistra - europea.

Nell'ultimo libro dedicaty a Rosa Lux-
emburg, women's liberation end Marx's
philosophy of vevalution viewe da un

lato compinta un’altenta ricognizione -
. della *dimensione femministe® della fi-
gura ¢ dell'opera di R. Luxemburg (fi-

nord fraserata sia dagli' studiosi mar-

xisti sia da quelli non-marxisti) e dal.
Vdltro lato viene messa in luce la im-
portanza della analiti del ruole della-:
donna negh altimi seritti di Marx, La -

Dunayevskayz sottolinea come R, Lux.

emburg abbia sollevate in maniera pre-

corritrice an problema “ancora. ampia-
mente presenie nei.movimento Ji libe-.
razione delle donia deglt wltingi decen:

ni, vale o dire quello della “spenta.

weitd” ¢ della sua comnessione con le

Jormu-pariito, ovvero guelly che viene
indicata come «la guestione della au. -~
tonomigs, Dopo una accurata ricosiru. -

zione dei movimenti pits  significalivi

della biografia della Luxemburg comr -

pista nclla prima parte dell'apera (dal-
fa rivoluzione del 1903 -alla rottura,

rel 1910-111, con Kautsky, alla polemi-

¢a con Lenin, dlla teoria dell'accumu-
luzione del capitele e della crisi), lu

Dunayesvkaya si sofferma sopratintte

ttel capitolo V11 del libro salla con-

nessione ird wquestione femniintdes e

lotea contro i riformismo, nella cui
prospettiva Voutrice riconsidera anche
il rapporto tra R. Luxemburg e .C.
Zeskin: alo loro cortumanza tivolugio.

naria si mantenne sy tutte le posizioni-

per due decenni: dolla lotta conira il
riformismo alla lotia contro i militari-
1m0, alla lotta contro Ia burccratizia-
zione. dei sinddeati "alia opposizione al-
la guerpas (cit, p. 90). - Sl

Un dliro sotive di interesse di questo .
libro & costituito da uma rivalutazione

della opera marxiana che contesta 1a

- validitd di cesute tra i giovane Marx
ed il Marx degli anwi dell amaturitd ©
L'antrice inizidi 'a compiere la. sua‘vii”
costruzione riprendendo alcuni Wei te
i 363 presenti nelle sue opere precen-.

‘iz da trasformazione della: “ripoluzio-
ne filotofica™ hegeliana nella Jilosofia

xista, per giungere, sulla base della se..

“cente irascrizione degli Ethrological No-
. tebooks™of Kerl Marx: (¢ cwra di L.
" Krader, Assen, Van (orcum, 1972)

o riconsiderare it ruolo che le questioni
soflevate “dall'antropolcgia- e dell’etno-

“lagia della seconda metd dell'Ottocen-
" lto ebbero nello svituppo del pensiero

di Marx: «Come il gicvane Marx, nel

-suo_primo rivalgersi all’economia, sco- -
“pri il proletariato come soggetto’ che
U sarebhe stato - *becehino del capitali-
. smo” e guide della rivolutione prole.
. taria, cost alla fime Marx face scoperte
-ancora pii nuové allorcké si indirizzd

agli studi antropologici della Ancient

Socicty df Morgans (it.; p. X1). .
E* noto che le tesi di Morgan segnaro
wo'un decisivo momento nello svduppo .

- dell'cmologia: come scienza autonora
‘¢ che da exse, edalle ricerche di Bachofen
s -Mutterrecht, Engels trasse spunto’

we Llotigine della fomiglia, delis pro-
prieta privata e dello Siato. (1884) per
dimoitrare 1o consistenza - delle. tesi

“marxiane: sulla transitoriztd- della orga
" nizazione familiore borghese. Tuttavia
“P'duirice mette in rilievo, . propriv at-
raverso  an'attenla . ditaming ; degli

Ethnological Notebookescome if testo
engelsiang sia tutt'alire che le acsecu-

* -zione del lascitos marxieno: in ensi si
»i. evidenzia infatti come per Marx, a dif-
iferénza-di Engels, elementi delle op-

pressione in generals, ¢ di quella della
donna in particolare,- 1i”¢reino anche

‘ellinterrio del comunismo primitivo e .

son siamo guindi correlati- solténto of

s superamento del matriarcatn..

In opposizions ai tentativi degli wltimi

-anni i vitrovare nel terlo enarvieno la v
L presenta di wpitr Marxe, fa Danaye-
7" pykaya vibadisce i caréitere. coapatic, -
" pur nelle riccherza delle articolazizsi,.”

dell'impresa marsiana; gli E o
Notebcoks reppresentane pur Fautrkie .

della rivoluzione di Mars, i tratti piic - = non sollanto &w SmpOriewis, EomIsto

< salienti del «nwovo umanesimos mar- .

dells . produtione . wsciwis, 1S cowtel -
buiscane "._mtbe & afor lae gﬂm




e
o‘ *

marxiana come rotaliei. [ Con l'e-
nalisi delle opere dedicate alle societd
primitive [...] Marx i intmerse nello
siudio dello sviluppo wmano in diffe-
renti periodi storici e nella fondamen.
tale relazione woma-donna, gli tiene
perd fermi concetti gia elaborati nei
suoi- Manoscritti - Ecopomico-filosofici
“del 1844w Leir, p. 190}

“Valeria E. Russo

Fattori da Magenta a Momtebello.
Catalogo della Mostra al Cisternino

del Poccianti di Livorno, a cura di
C. Bonagura, L. Dinelli e L. Bernar-

" dini, Roma, De Luca, 1983, pp. 393,

1..20.000. :

«Storia ¢ artes pitc che «sioria dell’ar-
tea & il principio informatore del. pun-
tucle ¢ ponderoso volume Faumi da

Magenta ‘a Montebello, che accompa-

grava la. recerte. omonima mosiza or-
ganizzata dal Comune di Livernou pres-
so il Cisternino del Paccignti. Per chia-
rire meglio il significato e Uimpostazio-
ne det lavoro condotio da Cristina Bo-

nagura, Laura Dinclli ¢ Luciono Berridr-.

dini, occorre perd- fare piuttoste rifes
“rimento gl piic anipio progetto di ri-
" cerca " posto sotto_I'egida dell’Archivio
‘dei Macchiaioli, '## centro direrto” da
-Darie Durbé. che, oltre d curare il ca-
talogo generale degli artisti del movi-
reento, si espeime anche atiraverso una
collana editoriale in cui la publicazione
livornese si imserisce come numero 8.
I.’Archivio dei Macchiaioli ¢ pome in-
Jatsi come. esempir. di metodo per lu
raccolta dei documenti — figurativi ¢

non ~='e l'enalizi dei fatti — sociali,”

cultarali, politici — legati allo svilup-
. po-delle tendenze artistiche, secondo
un rigoroso intento storico-documen-
iario, - R . .

Emblematica di tole metodrlogia cri-

94

volume, al «Clima del *59». 11 1859
anno di gran peso nella storia del Ri

sargimento italiano, rappresente i1t To -

scans, ad un tempn, l'euforia per Uindi.
pendenza rageiunta e i timore di-un
decadintento della caesione politica in-
tarne all'ideale nuitario. La rievocezio-

ne di tale temperie attraverso la docw.
. mentazione relativa o1 concorsn, bar.”

diter dal Governo provviterio” toscono
guideto dal Ricasoli, per l'esecuzione di -
varie apere. d'arte (dipinti, rranunten-: -
ti, medaglie) celebrative delle - virti.
culturali, patriottiche e militari italia-
ne, illumina reciprocamente le vicende
srariche ¢ artisticke, dando quindi:per-
fettarente conto — gratie anche ad un
sapore gquasi cronachistico — dell'ur.
genwa e della penetrazione dells politi-
ca nella cultura ¢ nel quotidiuno, in un
reale, popolare e sapraliutio non usus
rato senso di politica culturcle.
Fattori, come & noto, partecipa e vince
nella sezione del concorse riservata ad
un dipinto relativo olla battaglia "di
Muagenta. Ma prima di giungere ad
analizzare le genesi ¢ la rédlizzazione
dell'opera fattoriana, gli -autori i in-
serisconp appunio in quel «clintas sen-
za il quale Uinterpretazione pittorica.

‘non gurebbe potuto esserc che arlishi- .

cartente  legnosa e ron_reﬂ‘uafmtmr
«pampiers, b Lo
Areanto alle preoccupazioni politiche in

‘senso stretto troviamo cosi Uimpegno -

a favorire il comtributo di letterali e

" artisti al programma di governc, mosso

anche dalla lucida consapevolezza che”
—— tome ebbe a scrivere in segnite il
Poggi nelle sue Memoric del Governo
della Toscana — wi subitanei sconvol-
pimenti avevane prodotto gravi icon-
certi e tolto aghi uni ¢ agli altri molte
accasioni di lavoros, i o
Un'affermazione questa di sconceriante
e ammirevoie realismo: nom puntdre
solo sull'adesione delle forze cuturel
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