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;r T;~~:,k;~~:7;~~::';~: toude~cy ·prP.sPnt thi11 bu.lu.nt"" 10heet 
:t~ the United Statea for its co·thlnkers at l1ume 

shnre the progt1lm and principles or the Fourth 
hy Trotil•y In J938. ln Ui42 the TrotRky· 

the · States '?tere compelled to dl11afflltate them­
from the Fourth lntem11tional by the reaetlonary law:~ 

nntloll!l.l jn tl_lt' United Stat:ell• lherd~re, rP.!er .to the two P~r-. 
tleH, "the- Soelallst Workers Party and the Worken Party, who 
~land on the prinelptes oi the Fou~·tll lnternullonnl. Despito.tho 
dhu\fftllatlon ·the mu~ua~J inftuenclng and lntnest in ideas eoi1~ '· 
tlnues and nn:11t continue. 1t i!l In thl~ 11plrlt th:at wr pr~scnt our 
balance !o!hr.et, . ' · 

·, ~~e Amerlcnn ~vemment. Ail ~!ertlnCP,S tn. the Fourth In:Cr-

Introduction 

; ,In_ 1940 the present Workers Party iipllt from the Sochillst 
i#'W••'•" ·Party. 'l'he comrlutes and orgnnizatlons. abroad who 

political ldf:as eou11idered this an Amorienn phenome~ 
years have pant:d, years t.hat havo: 10haken bourgeoh1 

and iverythinc In It to their foundations. The lntemn· 
too has folt. and is feeling the successive t~hoeb. Nay.• 

Ext.ra•n•tllnaey Party Conferenee approaehes, with the 
whleh eharaetflrizes our epoch, all 'the basic phenomen:t. 

tho 11plll of t9JO have appeared an over the 

phenomena. It Is the national pecullar!Ue~ o! the U.~. that dill­
gulsed !or a period the profoundly lnternatlonnl slgnlftcanee of 
tho events In the Trotskyist movement in the United States 
from 1940·1947. Because, among other waaons, th• experlonee 
hiUI. bHn alrtf\dy elarlfted In the United Stateft, the Extrnor• 
dlnary Party Confertnee will be deeply influeneed polltleally 
and orgal\,lzatJonaUy aceordlng to Lhe degree to ~hleh it ho.s 
absorbed the lenon11 o! the Amerlean experlenee between 1940 
und Ut-17. Not the leallt. contributilm to this task Is thut thll 
atrugglfl waH portleiJ"'ted In and Illuminated with the grentest 
thoroughness by Trotsky and repre~;entlid the ellmux o! his 
gre~.t contrtbutlona to the International movement. 

:rn'tonoalioN~, The American experlene\l, however, Is Coming to 
doftrolthc stt~ge. The 1040 apUt has been clarified 

c:larhieation by loclay, 19-17, hlllo ahown that the 
l dlvl.il.on• bt the UnJWd Slates wore not at alllsolated or natJolW 



• ::>·,.- _'~:.0LI· 
}{} : 

I. The Unprincipled Split :; ;! 
'!'lw ·'lllit t•l' 1!1·10 wu:~ the U\Q~l unru·lnclplcd ~;plit. in t.ht~ with 'frol.~ky, the foundt•r nf our m~>vomcnt. -~ 

hi.'lOl')' of Bol~thc\·bm. In the W.P., pna-tlculnrly nmon~ thc Thl~ wn:- the conduct ,Jf the ,\llnorlty lit the hc,;lnnln~ o( ·_~;; 
unhmtructcd youth, there nze now drculnting statcmcmts t.n i~#,. 

the dhlcU!I:<ion. Il11 cr.ndud nt the cr.d wa~ w~r11c. The S.W.P.,·,,.,r,;~-., the e!Tccl that the f>l•lit was .:ltu ... od by the refu.•:~l o! ''demo· •\~ 
l'l'at!,. right:<" to the ')linorlty, 11 ~1 roo! of the bUI'CRU· bul.'kt•d by lb.: authodty <>f Trtk.k)', oiTl'tt'(l to the "tinorlty ::~~;:; 
rrnllt~ dellcncr11ti<>n of til(' S.W.P. Thc~<c arc ubomlnahlc lies ml.'mhl'l'l'hip nn tht· Editorial ~Joa11l of The New Intcrnn•:onal: <':<''• 

otnrl u t<lundcr nnt t•f Cunnon or "Cannonl!!m" hut of our whole two membt•r~: out ot" fu·,. on the Scrrlllarinl; u continuation o( thu ~~:: · 
lnl.'\'cmr.mt. 

The l:ourth lnU!'mutional had hl'cn founded in 1!138. A cfln· 
\'Cntlon In 1!13!1 had rutlftrd lUI •leclslon!l. One month later Clllllf" 
the Hitler-Stalin pnct und difference:; aro."e about the Hut;~>inr. 

line o! t:1e Intcrnntionnl. WhnL should ha\'c bt:l!n done In a 
lcKson to be learnt once and !or nil, ani! wr •lo nul propo11e to 
begin a new politieal chapter in our hi:<tory by ovndlng thu 
issue or tolerating e\'tl!<ion oC lt. The Minority bud the dUt)' t•l 
clarify iL~ differcnce:t, at thot. time n'oovc all, in n :<crious ma:I­
Ml', Thero1 were int£'rnntional comra~co: awilnhlc ln lhe U.S. 
A diR.."USI'Iiou under Trot.o•ky'l< pcrflonnl guic!nnl:!l.l coul<l hn,•e be~·~ 
arranged. Ultfmal..cly n politicnl statement, plndng clcnrly di­
vided i!'sues before the International, wouid huve emphasized 
our sOlidarit.y in face o( the barbarism oC Lhc bourgeois war. 
ThP.· Int~rnntionnl RA nn internatfonnl or_gnnh:ntloh woulli have 
emerged t;tronger from the cri!>IS nnd would 'hnvc h11d nn in· 
valuable IN;son in the proper method oC conduct.lng itself in tl 
crisl~ of the type that. will conUnuR.IIy rcc,ur nt. eritlcnl mo· 
mcnts tn our !utnrc history. 

In11tend the 1\linorit.:\.• 11cemcd to become enraged, Hulf-bukcd 
, po11Uions on RuR.-.in were thrc-wu Into •ll~cu~idon. 'froh;k}''ll hwi~ 

tat!On to Shnchtman nt lcnst to dlsCU-"11 the cri11IK wn,a lmpcrtln· 
t'ntly ignored-otitl of the me.ancM, mo$t _coWardly nrl1l ryot~t 
undemocl'Atie nction.s in the hit~tory of Trott1kyisn1, Let him 
whn cnn, justify by 11 :~Ingle word thi~ t·efu;m] C\'cn to di.;('u,:s 

II. Trotsky's Role 
Hut !! 1910-19-li gh·c~ u~ the exp~rienee nf the Am:!rlcan 

t=JIIittert: und forcwnrnH u11 agnin:ot ull who tuke C\'t:n ll1c mo.;t 
heilitat.ing Mtep~ along that rond, 19·10 also gh•C:; us the met;,orl 
of Bolt~ho\'ism in (orc.seeinf: and meeth1g ;;uch u crltli11 in th.e 
J110Vement •. 'l'rotsk:,• had for year~ foreseen the criP_IK i'n the 
.4.moricnn mo,•ciricnt, nnd incrca~>lngl}' if became 11pparcnt tl1<1t 
the method of hitt inter\'ention waH designed Ill' un objcct·!cSHon 
for the whola Mo\'emenl · . . 

·As h!' hlrnsclf ha1l to point out, from the fir~>t dny o( hl:o 
arriml ilt Mexico in'l!l37, Trotsky tried to build n endra in tllU. 
United SUite." which would •m:.wcr and dc..'itl'dl: Hook nml En!it· 
man, Burnhnm and nil tl1e cnti-dinlecticians. The Mlnorit.)' r.t'\'f!l' 

undcl'!ltood why Tt·oU:k:.· 11 inll·oduccd" dinletic Into lh'l dJ:.;. 
pate of 1040 11nd to thi11 da)' sprend~ the ~lnndt'r that. ~c 
t!id .~o In order to hide hili hnnkruptcy on the RusRinn f)Ue!ltion. 
Jr. Burope, for hlstorlcnll'Pasom~, the cla11~ ollgnmcnttl hue! pose1l 
llll Ft>rfout~ pruhlem~t In eluKH tornu~ expressed b)' polltlcnl pnrtle_. 
and phl!o!lophfcnl concoptN bUI't'll !In dlffercnt clll!'t:Cl4, In tho 
United Stnte!'l, ho\''1)\'Cr, this wu~o~ not t~o und the pmgmntlc methlld 
of thought rult'd in ull elnnsct~ of !lorloty. It. wn11 proclsely l.cnin­
lrm which for· :'1 gm~oJ·,ltlon ha~l fou1;ht. tho mo11t vigilant f\Kht. 
aRUillllt nil tho pecullnrlticr. or thought which t.'Jc Ruslllnn hl~­
torlcltl tle\'l"lopmcilt J.ml crcntf!d in Hu.;nlan lifil. 'fbi:; w~,.~ ;m 
cqunil)' UTJ."lllll tnl(k, in fnct 11 moru UrJrent tn11k, for t.l.a purt)' 
in the Unltoli Stntc!'l. The fnct remnlm~ lhnt nUhrmgh Tfobk>' 
trlt•rl to !illmulnte nil the so-culled lntf!l!octlinls In tho Jlllrt)' l•"l 
undortnkc thi11 hulk with the neccasnrr serlousncllll, hc fr.lled to 
gt!t llll.)' fOII\)UihiC, 

f'l-ugmnt.bun wus merely tho thcuretlcal cxproJU;Ion of u 

111:>-cull ... ion; the riKht to puhlhh nn intcrnnl bnllotin oC its own: :.~.-. 
the publicntinn oi n ~rmpo11lum. Trotsky Invited the 1\tinorit..y to ·~·-·· 
win mt'mbr.r~ em if,. own p!atftlrm Mtl h)' thiH meum;, If it could, -:;~-·:­
tmnllfurrn thf· mh:o:ily into 11 m:~Jor!ty. He publicly warned thl! . 1 ?.~; .. 
Mnjoritr thnt if it wc11i •lcf~utcd at the conv(lntiol:, it ,;bould "" 
tlo!t't'IJt the tli!'CIJ'Iint' nf •Jtc ~TinoJ·ity. h. wa11 u1'Cie:oH. The Minority 
:.plit th1: purl)' d<'libcmtt'ly. Th{' :cndcr:l of the prc:;cnt. J<~hnson· 1 
FoJ'('t~t Minority took part in all thlt., uud w<: thc:rc'rc.re nrc •'walt· 
lied to llpt'uk, There it~ no ncc:d for the S.W.r. and the Fourt.'l 
In~mational ct !hit! time to int~!~t upon any confes .. ;ion. But. w~ 
lmvc n po!itict~.l re:o:)•onsibllity Lo our own JliiSt, to the faction 
whkh wt l~nd, to the Jlnrty and t.1 nll at. home nnd abroad ,i:ho 
:uc ronccrncd with onr mnvcm('nt. We ha.\'C: that re:'lpon!lib!lity' 
and here cli11ehnrge it, not. only !Or the pnst but for Ute !u'turo:.) 
'rho ~plit. w1u. a bctrnynl of our mo\·cment. Wo huve 
con,;c:qucneCii, both ,on th~.tse who ccmmittl!d it. and those 
fougl,t n~:.-ninst. it. ·All tbol'l'l who, fl'lr whulover reasons, at 

. time, n!tcr digesting the Amerlcen c:,.perlenL"t."1 propcsc tO. 
llr encourng-.! or tolernta tho lrien oC n ~plit, or cnrry 011 
11ion~ in a munnP.r ien,·ing toup-holcS for n split am ex''"""i•ioii 
11othing el:>e bUt their poliUcal bankrup~y1 their 
mr.nt of thC prlncipic8 nl our mo\'ement, tl1eir t.ei'ror ""''•···••• 
nr.w tut;kK nnd their urlbrldlf'll hP.tred or those. who 
t•in th(:ir fuith for tha -regcneral!on of society on the P"'"'""lat 
nnd no~hlng clse b:.at. the proleturi:at. 

in the 1940 Split 
mol'c \'ICIOUII JIOliticnl enemy-the theory of _ Amcrican 
tionalism. It ·,·s; the thcorr thnt the United St.D.tes '"''·•ow~eh0o(~ 
CKCnpc the Europenn .de\·Ctopment1 if not. indCfinltely, 
ll!ngthy period. In 1921 when the Comintcl1l realised 
the moment the te\'olutlon in h'urope had t'eeilded, it 
bold!)• the q1:e,o;t.!o11 o! tho I'C\'olntiOn in tho United State11: 

· ~<kr'n \l'rlUng;; of 1921-1920 nrc permeated wah this' 
The early rejection cf the L3bOI' Putty slogan 

on the c~pcctt•Lion o( n rapid dc,•elopment of the ::~:~~~~::~· 
nlll\'Cment In the United Stille:; . .And in 1937 the 
Progrnm, :q.e all scriou:~ M:trxi.llt progrnms, was 
nbrwe nil on production nml general ~ncinl relations in 
nrl\'llnce1t rapltnl!l!tlc country iu the world-the 
ln 1!139 Trotsk~· Ruper\'bed on elnbornte tn•ogrnm of 
nnd III".J.ctienl ncth·lty to prepnr<J the pnrt.)'o the 
mn\'cmcnt :md the -N'CJ..'TO mnt~.:e,;·t'OI' the 
or the Negro pcot•le.-.1-"rom 1937, thert!Corc, 

prucnlntlcn of tho Trnmlit!ounl ProJ,rram, t9 tho ,;:;,.~::~::;::!~ 
In 19:10, TrolMk)' wnM luylnn n foundation for U1c l'l 

lhcorctlenl nnd prnetleul 1'1:lnrmlng, 11r for th11t 
of the Amorlcnn pal't)'. This wn:; needed to 
mnklng n rcYolutlonar)' lmJitiCt U)lOil the political ·~~··~·:,~:·11:;,~ 
the woJ•hl rc\'olutiunHry t'l'hl::! in tht: U.S. F 
llliKhl ~C'Clll to IIJlplr to thc Amcl'icnn comrade:~ 
po11t-war de\·elopml'nl~ In world polities nml 

Itself 11how that thl11 Jlrnblcm nffcels C\'ery ~:!i~::~iJ~* 
tondency. l\lo11t oC tho cenlrlfugnl forco.11 In tho 
nrc bnscd upon tho pcrspocth·cs or nn economic _ . 
"tho dcmocrnUc muslon1" ot the 'mUSBcs In Eu1'flpe and 



po!ilponC!nHmt n( te\•nlui.lonnt·y ctiKb. 1'he most pulltlcall~· Illite· 
: rute· of gl.li'OJlt.'llllH know tJ\Ilt t.ht• 't~olt' prospect of ccouomlc 
'tohubilltntion In the worhl h• the Amcticun cconom)'• So .thut 
.behind thnt bmdc cnnllict of Jlt'tN[II!ctlvc" In tho Intct·nntlonnl 
and tho tendency to polltlc11l nnd orgunizutlonul ntlvcnturhun J:-1 
r.oth!ng else hui,. tho belief In t.hc ~tnbillt}' or the cxc:cptionnllsm 
of .Amcricm1 copit:lllllm, The Amerlcnn que:Jtll)n ns Trot~ky saw 
lt in l!l3i for thtl Amf'l·ic:m purt)' is now in Hl47 the qut'st.ion 

· of the fundn:ncntal C\'uluatiotJ of the pct'Rpcrth·es of cnpilnll~m. 
When Shnchtmnn joined with Burnhnm to say thnt they 

.could both ngt'-'c to disagree on dlnlcctlc without prejudice to 
concrete palitict~oi is<>\1(!!.1 Tr('t:oky t'etl.ci(!d violently. W(!ll before 

II$ th(! :~plit he wrote immedilltl!ly t.o Shuchtmnu that "Th(! !lectlou 
i· on the dlnlectic (is) tho greutest hlow that you, pt!rt~onnlly, ll.!i 

the editor (,f Th" ~''"' Jnternntlonul could have delivered t•1 
Marxist th('orr." (ln Dcfcn!!e of Marxism, p. 4ii.) 1n TrotFk>•'A 
view, "It was ubJ.:olutel}' necessary to c!':pluln why the American 
'radical' if:tellectual>~ accept Marxism )y,rJthout the dialectic ( 1 

clack without a spring). 1'he secret is simple. In no other country 
hiL" there been ~uch n rejection of the clt.UIS struggle n~ in the 
land of unlimi~d 'opportunity.'" 

l 
'frot:;ky was fighting, it must be unde~tood, !or a c.Qmprc· 

· hensh·e prepurntion for revolution. He was shnrp toward Shncht. 
_ mn.n v.'hoJ ha,l unmistakabl)' revealed the Menshevik conser:u· 
·· tivE tcnc!encles in his }l(llitics. In .April 1938 Trotsky presided 

~- · _ over discussions preliminnry to the Tntnsitlonal Program. Trot-o 
r· --.: Dli:y Wai< urging pl'ol..::t.arlarolzatlull. but not lr. the sense c.f rnorclr 

f
1. • ~ ·~, going into fuctorif's, 
Z::.- · Right at the ·beginning he separated thn Tranaltiouo.l Pro· 
~··, grKm !rom the reformist. "I! i,; not the re!onnist minimum 
\~:!:·.:<- }ii-ogrrun which ne\'er Includes workers' milltlu, workers• con· 

p· .. ·;:: ',trol of pl'oduction." 
f}:< -·~ · 1.'bls was to -be mnde even to the farmer~>. 
r·~;:.-;:··- UAml we propolle to.you that you create furmetl;' com· 
(;_~>".;.:··, mittl.!e.,; to look into the bookkeeping of th~ bank3; t!Very 
~:-<:'::· furme1· will tmderslatld that. •. We will Ray: The fanner can 

r
~ \ .. : ttust. only hhm~elf; iet him create committees to control 

ugriculturnl/credlts-they wlll underlltnnd that. It pre. 

f;:·:.::~.- · supp01ms tf turbulent mood umong the farmers; it cannot 
·--· be uccomplishcd evet-y day. But to jntroduce this Idea Into 

(·:.-_'.,.. the musses and into our own comrades, that's absolutely 
~~~C-\. · necessary immediately.'' · 
~cc;:.: . THE DISPUTE OF 1947 
[;·.:··.... ·One who was present und who arterward~t became a. leading 
f;' · figure In th~ Workers Party was hoRttle _to these idea.-., as ia 
~: ·:: .:.- obvious from th~ tra:Jserlpt of the proc:elldlngs. • 
(..; • ,t.; • "I believe It It~ uot. C(Orl"'i!ct as you say to tiUt forth the 

'·'.~;.,.~.-.• .. ' •• ::~·. slo!fan o! wotktr"1o' control o! pruduct.!.~'~n nor the other tiun· 
,. , ~iiti'onal slogan f'lf -Workers' militia. The slogan for the exami· 

·Jr.· ,.. •·· · nation o! the books of the capitalist clast~ -~~~ more appro· : ... 'i>.t< .. priatc for the present period unLI can be made popular. As 
for the otheJ· two sloJ.rnns, it is trLie thl\t thef are transl· 

'.·~·:,~:·.. tiona! slogans, but for thut end u! the road which is close 

,:~ :'- .: ',. · ~ii!!'ea P~~dr~W!~r rJ:n~'~:c~h~~ 0ia~tw:i't;·~r~'CS~\:~n r~'id 
- · :requil'l'o its own ~lugnns. For today we couhl u11e that of 

: ~' · · examination of the books of the caplta.Ust chlsR/ for tumor· 
·Hr.~~:~;' .. !I~~ ;!rk~~~.~~~n'!Ji~ii_~.ose or worker11' control o production 

.·'•"-"""-~·. Thin SJieaker Wall and is entitled to his own views. 
:~·(:.; But It is clear to us that he had thllse ldeW:I lo'lg bero111 the split, 
.£i~:'::_.-lorig bl!fore hb position on Russi&, long bef,,re the Idea of the 
·!-~:{··~: "Third Alternative" had ru~sumcd definite ahapo, long before the 
il~f:~:;~.Stallnlst parties had become "totalitarian partlet~." Thu apllt 
t-,i.t*.f._~dld not cause these, These were the basis or tho split. We can, 
-~~>-'t.Oday, understand the \'iolence of Troblky's Immediate rejoindet. 
::~, .. ~ "How ~nn we in j:Ud, 11 eritlral 11ituat1on as now exists 

~
~ii..?"Jf' In the whole worid, m the U.S, meiUIUI'C the atage of develop· 

:{t!,.'! 1 mt'nt of the workar11' mov4.:anent 1 You Ray lt'lt the bllg-lnnlng 
,:_..,~; and not the (>nd. Whnt.'11 the dl~ttance-100, 10, 4- huw enn 
'~'·\'""·-
;-~··~-~ •Soe appendix. 
'li'"'' ,{~lf~1f .· 

~~~;.,;;;:,": ..... : .. /.' .. '· .. 
-~~;~t·J!_t:t~ •.Wi~~,..~:;·:f~~~:~~· ,: .,::.:i-~:,.~:;J.j .. ·,~:;. :::~·: ... ;',::::~ .. ; ~-~~~. 

_... '.1" 

you .~uy aphroxtmab!ly? In the good old tlnu•ft the Socl11l 
UcmuerlliJI wuuld Nay: Now we haWl! onh• 10 OUO worker111 
Iuter we'll lun·u IOO,UliU, thou a million a"ntl t.hon W<l'll get 
to th~ ]lOWer, Wori•J tluvelormont. to thorn WUfl only nn ac· 
cumulut.lon uf IJUant.itimt: 10,000, 100,000, ole., etc. ·Now wo 
have nn ubsolutely differunt tdtuat.ion. We ure in 11 period of 
declining capltnUsm, or crises that become more turbulent 
und tcr:·lblc und npprouchmg war. During wu1· the workers 
learn wry quickly, II" l'Oll ~11y wo'll wult mtd lll:C nnd then 
Jll.'opngntP., then we'll Je not the vanguard, but the rcar-­
guunl. U ;.-uu a1tk me: hi it pmudble thut the Amerelun work· 
er11 will conquer powl.!r in JO ye~rH? I will ~ony, yes, abio· 
lutcl)' JlOBiilbJe. The exjJlosion o! the CIO flhows that the 
bnt~flt of tlut eupitullst tloeiety ia undermined. Workers' 
milltiu and workcr11' control of production urt: only two 
MldeJ' of the Kame CJUI!Iltlou, The worker is not a bookkeeper. 
When he 1u1b for tho bookH, he wunts to chlinge the 11itun· 
tlun, Ur control a11d then Ly direction. Naturally our advanc· 
lug 11loguna; dcpcnda; up1111 thl' rl'acti(;n of 1.he mal!Hes, we 
know what aitlt! or the ·~ue:i'tlon to emphusiw. We will aay 
Huu11evult will hdp tlw um~mployed br thf' wttr industry. 
Hut if we wur!t.erH 1'!111 production, we- would find another 
induMtry, not ulll' fur thll dead but for the living. Thill queM· 
tlon can becomt: unden~t.anduble even !ol.' an average worker 
who never pnrticipnted In n political movemP.nt. We under· 
e11thuate the re\·olutlonl!.l1' movement in the working n1aasea. 
We are a 1tmall organbation, prora~o.'llndist.lc !&lld In .such 
11ituations arc mot·~ !lceptical than the masseH who develop 
"Jery quickly, At the beginning of1917 Lenin !:aid that the 
part)• is 10 times more re\•olutionnry than it.>~ CC and the 
fiUl!ises 100 times more re\'olutior1nry t.'lan the rank!~ of the 
party. There is not ln the U. S. a re,.·rilutlor,n.ry .11ltuation 
now. But comrades with veey revoh:.tionary ideas In quiet · 
times can beccme a reW brake upon the muvemenL in 1"'v'u· · 
lutlonury bituatlona-it happen:~ o!t.en. A ri!volutionary­
party. waits so ofton and so long for a revolution that it 
gets U!Mld to postpone it." . 

This la the whole dbba.te -or 1047 sununarlzed. Right or 
Wl'Ong on t!ie Russian· quc.srJon (and we hold that Trotsky ~ 
wrong on the Russian lJUestlon), Trotsky was militantly on the 
oft'ensivo 8gainKt th"ct~C who could 11ot understand what he.alter· . 
wards summed UJI in the 11hrnse-"~he denth·agony of capital· 
Jf<m." 

INSTINCTIVE AND. ELEAIENTAL DRIVE 
The ahnrpneS!i of., Trol!lky's nttack against Shae.!ttman on. 

dialectic came 11hortly after his sharp attack against. petty­
bourgeois polftica: con11en.·atlsm, In 1940 Trotsky eombined the 
two attackH. In his' article, "From a Scratch_ to the Danger or 
Gangrcn;;,".;;r-;c!:dlr d!rceted !!.~inst Shechtmnn, 'J'mtRky-save 
Jiis rlefinltlve sumrOing up o! the split· of 194.0. 

11 'Sinee when have yo·u become apeclallsh Jn the ques· 
tlon of philu11ophy! 1 the opposltionl:rts no'o\" irontcclly ask 
the mujoJitt representatives. Irony !Jere Is r.ompletely out 
of plnce, SclcnUflc soelalism ill the congcfoi.IS expr.:!sslon of 
the unconscious hlstc.rlcal ·process; namely;: the im~tinctlve 
un:.l elementnl dd,•e Clf the proletnrlat to reconlttruct society 
on communist beginning~~. These organic tendencies In the 
p11ychology of workers fl\lrlng to ll!e with utmost. rapidity 
today in the epoch of cr1ses and wars. The dl&cUs3lon ht\8 
revealed beyond nil question a clash in the plirty between 
n petty.bour~aoi':l tendency and a prulatnrlan tendency. The· 
petty·bourgeohi tendency reveals iU confusion In Its attempt 
to reduce the program or the party to the small coin 0! 
'concrete' qnestlon.11. The ~roietnrJan tendency on the con· 
trary strives to c:orrelate nil tho partial quesUons Into th~ 
retlcnl unity, At atake at the present Ume is not the extcmt 

•to which individual members t1f the majority consciously 
apply the dialectic m6thcxt. What Is important II! the fact· 
that the majority as a whole puahes toward the proletarian 
posing of the quesUon and by very re.'l.son o! this tend!l to 
ttlialmllnte the dialectic which h 'the algebra of the revolu· 
tion.' The opposit!oniats, I am informed, greet with bunts 
or lau.ghtli'r the verr mention of 'dialectics.• In vain. This 
unworthy method• will not help. The dialectic of t.h6 historic 
proces11 hOB morr tlutn onco cruelll' punished t.ho!le who tried 
to Jeer at it." '(In Dofsn11e of MarxiMm, p.103·hlC) 

'l'hut Ia Lhe dispute now. That was th" dbipUUI then. There 
l11 not u line In thnt quot.utlon about de(emllnm or defeatl11m, or 
the Ru~oslan que~ttlonj nothlnl' but dhd.rtlc and th1 modern 
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fltolct:u·int. 'l'o,ht~·, !nl\uhr!~· nwtf! tlu:n whf'n h{' pnlmnldzrd 
ugnin~t Shuchtmn11 in was, 1!13!'1 nwl W·IO, lim nnnly"IH nnd 
IH!rspcctiw~" of 'I'I'Ot~l•y nrc vulid. 

We nil h:t\'(! to lcnl'll from the Clllnfmlgn or 1!1411, 'J'rotskr 
~ttO\'C, llf> the grcnt nn]t;hCvlk;;; h:wc ll)W!l.Yll t!Ollll, to tfcfrut. 
!lpponcnts <tml to w•ct~ucil" the ructions no:~ fnr ll!l thnt wns 
possible b;.• miliin~ thil wlcolc lc\'lll of the dil:cU!lFion to u hlgiHII' 
plnnc. As lee wrote just !H'C\'iou:1 to lhi! ~cctlon (JUntcd nbo\'~. 

. ~, 

~~ 
Pnt•ly, f'IIJICcinlly nf thr ynutlt lllltl to inject n tt:\'CtAion (Hie)•~ ·.~' 
lu cmJtirlci!im mul t>clcct.lcR." On Jununry 10 he wmte til Warde ' ·, 
1111 "one of the compnrntlvcly few comradcR who am Hcrloulllf · • ::-,. 
h:tcro!llcrl In tho t'ldlwdoloJrlcal quc11tionR of our mo\'ament:' '·~;!' 
lilld U!iked him to form a theoretical !UIIIodutlron for the !tudy · -~)· 
ctf the Jlhilosophlcal doclrinra of tJn! mo\'Cmcnt. He wcleoml!d .'.' 
cngcrly the prohpcct of articl"" agafnRt aymbollc loglr. '. ·.\ 

.'low todo).' we fuc:e tho o.ctual crl11l& for which Trotsky 
W:t:i prcpnl'ing the MovemenL nut Jr the l~nthmcioll rcprn­
!'f!lltcd by thu upllttcr~ of 1940 have 11ow rcnpJltlal-ed all over 
th<' 1Interualionul, the dcfcndet~t of Dolshcvfllm ha\'c let the 

"It is prccillclr the pnrty'~ -prmctrntlon Into tht> trucle 
uninnr, nncl into the WoJ·kc•r.~· milieu in .t:"f'nc>rn] thnt dr· 
nu;nrl~ hcightcnin.c:: the tltt'Orc>tlcnl lj\lllliric:ation,.: of our 
cndr.·-"· I do ttol llH':t'l hr cn!ln•s Ute 'nflJlUt;tiUH' hut thr 
pnrt'· nH a whole. En•t•y p:u·t:.· member ~hou:d nucl mu~t 
com::ldet· himself ll!l offit·er in the l•tulctscriun nrm:.·.-·• 

In his letter to Cannon of ,January 0, l940, (In Defense of 
Marxism, p.!l5) he slww11 hi10 fcnrs tlmt "orne t'omrndc;; w~uld 
Jtot understand whnt he wus doing, neverU}('lerir, "I nm HU'C it 
is now the only wny to begin the theoretical education of th,. 

inltinth·c sllp uway from· thtlr han<i11. 'fhcy ha\'O not met the ; 1,\ 
thcorcticnlly bauktupt. and organf:tatlonally disruptive chnn· 
ent,; with an nnai)'Rill of today'u prohlemc on a lovt'l cornu;. 
ponding to the o.ct:tal dislnU>graUcm of bourgt-ol11 11oclety. Thill 
hnlnnrr: l'hl'ct C'JU!d not poFslbly pcr!ol'm It!! !unction Jf Jt. did 
not l'mphu11izc thll. dun! nr.pcct of !.he Americttn exrl('rience. 

Ul. Political Evolution of the Workers Party 
(a) W.P. and the Am,erican Question of work..,r:.' guard:; an immediate, pruclicnl neccll'nity. 

The Wot·kers Pnrty in 19·10 maintained the fiction thut j~. 
~ubscribcd to the Tmn~itional Progrnm for the United State1:. · 
Yet the drh•ing force of the split wau the com•iction that Jt 
could build n part~· with it!' own :ncthorb.(thl1n· nr.f,·,rmultth:t!J 
nguinst "lhe bureuucrnLie conservatism" of Cannon. ln it.H doc­
ument "War uml RurcaucrntiC Con!:cn·ntir.m", it mohilized lt.{ 
follower,; uo:ound "the justified discontentment o( the membct·~ 
shiP with the f;)Uggl~;hnes~ and apathy of the lenders.ilip, with 
its !allure to elaborate or cnrry out. a program of action, in· 
partlculnr the failure to .make n lh·ing reality ont or the Trnn­
~;ition Pt·ogram .•• ''(Struggle !or a Pt·olctarinn ·Party, p. 27'i). 

Thnt was the per;.pCctlvc of thl.! Minority-to show how 
to .build the party. They gave their unnlysis of tho Transitlouul 
P1·ognam, Cannon, they claimed, ·had forced ils immediate en· 

·dorliement br the Political Cummittec. 'fho'!y wrote: 

Convinc<'d of the ri~htne!!s of their conceptions 
'fran~itiunul Pro1gram, the Minority denied "categorically th:at.' 
the: Cannon group hu!< tho r.lightest right t~ be regarded as the 
rcpre~cntati\'c of Trotsky'.s views in a genuincl.v pnlitiral 
1: p;:o)lo;.;e;j tv itu!J:.tiLu~fl for Cannon's "connervulive ..,.;·.' 
• , • bolo.J, flexlhle, critlcnl and cxpcrlment.nl politics-in 
~'l!iC1'1tlfic polltic.l!," It pt·opu~ted to cure "Ute dit~tllse" o! 
onisrn" by "u t~pccl(ic )lrflJ;;tlUn or nction." 

Tbu11,·icug bcfon' the wnr; long bef<'rc the prolet.nriat 
failed to m'ake thC poat-wur re\·olutlon, long berorc ret.t,gro'·',i'.§, 
J;fou, the W. J>, began U.s e:dstcnee by n revolt 
rc\•olutlcmar)o· content of the 1'rnn11itional Program, 

"Shachtman, Jlurnhum and othcr,;, incluaing Go!fhnnn 
nt that time, irsistcd tlmt it meant nothing merely to 
'accept' the transition prrogram; that in Jnco;:pornting it. 
into the life of uur own part\·, distinction would ha\'c tlo be 
hlwl" 1 ... 1\~ ... ·n tlw~<;: par!.::: of H \1hid; •lo:l'c Uircctly npplic~ 
nble tn the Unit~d State:;, nnd those rnrtH ·which were nof, 
hetwrer1 tho~P ~logan!:' wh!ch WCt!! o u gen::ral propngnn· 

· 1llstie U11d l'dur.ntiona) character and those suitable fot· im~ 
mediate ng;tutlonnl user;; and they inl'iil'll!:il further that. 
the concri!tc mcuning of mnr.y of tht• gcnct·ai concept.s: o( 
the program hud to "be S<lught in terms of liv:in!{ dtwelop· 
mentri in thit: countrr." (8t.rugglc fot· the Pmlcturrnn PurL)', 
p. 2i6.) 

· Not u wor-J about the whole world conception which loy 
behind the Progrum. 

They continued: 
"It took ncarh· 11 \'t'lll' tn fot·cll through the cotiception 

thut the mow~meni. and sl•Jguns :crising i11 the htbor mo\'e· 
men!. for 'Thll'lv hou1·.,, thirl)' d•Jl•ars,' 'Thirt)' hours' work 
ntlo1·h· l-tourt:''pa~·,' etc., were concreti:tation~ of the gen­
eral trUnsition t>lor:an for 'A sliding 11c:ule of wngc~ nnd 
hours!' It touk n ycut· befot·c it wus po:>sib!e to trent the 
11lognn fo1' n wot·kcr~· KU!ll"d U!l suitable for nnythh1g Lut 
the mo11t \'ague li!Ul general ·cduc:atiorml propaganda." 

An•l then e11me thf~ pa~l'ngc Y:hlciJ the 1\tionrity would 
soon illumlnnle in practice, 

"All li coM;cque.\cc of thi;:; thorough!~· sterile approach, 
the trnnRition progrum hfltl as It whole not to thl!! dny 
become 11 >~lgnlfil'lmt lh·ing fnctnr in unr mo\'cment/' 

The Minority was going to mnke the Ti·nnsitionul Program 
11 "11\'ing factor" br gh·ing it tl1e lntcrpretntlon which th~ OJliJU· 
slt1on to TI''Otsky hud gh·en It. in 1(138, It. Jo~hould bf! remembered 
that. It Willi prec!I!CI)' in l93!J thnt the growth oC Fascism and 
l<~Uticl:.t. baud~ in the United Slut.cs had made 'l't'(tlsky'.i t~logan 

Ft"Ue or Cannon's "consen·nt!Rm.'' the w. P. 
irnmcdlntcl:.• showed thDt it waa permclited to the ma\'row 
COJU;pn•utf~m anti Ameffcan pragmatism. CharuetCrfstfc o( · 

leadet~~ltip in ~,rcneral, and of Shnchtman in. pnrtl~ular, is 
f:ict that it usuully ucts encplrlcu.lly and formulates 
h gOeE. nlong, Dut lor rapid degrees the political 
weekly PI,'Cl!s became suer, that members or th~ Nat.lon(l} 
mittee could say, without being contrmtlcted, thnt it waa 
oplnlon of the .workc~. that Labor· Action ·was not a very.··.' 
r:ulical papeT. The organhmtfonai pl·actico corresronded. 'l'hou­
lllitlda upon lhousa~dfi of Jlapers were distributed in · 
fnctntieR or to workers in general. What bcqtme of them, 
wm; to become of tJ1em, how it wan po!wlblc !or the small iii· 
shmlficout memben~hlp nf the \V, P. to take any advantage 
of thi11 enormous expenditure· of time, money und onergy, 
one rn!~ed these questions seriou~<ly, fal' le3a at.tcm~tcd to . 
swer them. In union work tho aumc principles, or lack of 
clploll, pre\'allcd, In Philadelphln 1111rl I..o~t Angeles, the 
rmhnrked upon. mnbitiou>1 venture5~ of high union 
'l'he:<e re:-oullt•d Jn t!te fo1·matlon nnfl nctlvc pnrticlpntlon 
s:t-c:-~:th·n groupM" nnd nttcmptr; by . three or four comt,;dles;i, 
directly .tc, orgunize Uu! control of union11 of thousnnds of 
l.lrs without uny Herlou!l maRs ba~tu. 

Dy the full of !943 this type or po!Jtics, 
itrg the life of the party, wa~ politlcnlly 
icnu resolution (or the l!l·l•l conventh:m. 
tcndcnt'y, which had accepted tho emph·it'ol 
ticc, met it.Jo theo:lrcUcnt embodiment \~lth 
plucnblt~ oppo11itlon, It tht'l'utcned tho l'olitiCIII 
)I!'Cscnt 11 rc~nlutlon or Its owu unless tho resolution 
ticnlly nltcred. Chnn~11 woro mndo nnd wn \'oted !or 
olut!on undl!r prutcst. At the con\'Cntlon, however, the 

~ obvious niluyrlut. tor u.vcn.lon or Ht'lmo 
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,wruc tl'J!tlc!li' muloll' the ~>tra!n nf m:1~.~ \l'nrk, no I'C>,;u1t~ :nul whnt. 
It cxprt!!I!!Cd 11s "th~ nct•1l J\•r more sociaiJRm in tho pnper." 
Tho unrc11t. emninurd, nnd in the full of H.I.J.S, ·..:rher, in h\th~l' 
opposition tn l'hnrhtlhtm, JH't•!!cutctl u tlucumcnt. n[ ouu humlre,J 
p11J{CK l;l the \cndCI',,hip, 'J.'hh; is the gC!nllhll! puJit\cal thcul')' of 
the Workers Part,-. E1·L1!t put down whnt wtu> implicit and nuL 
M implicit in the ,;plit or 1U40. \\'o print. only our xumnmry. 

"The grcntcl!t dunA .. H' to the party'!! growth nnd de· 
\'ciopar:cut. at. the prc~ocnl time ill tt!)H'C:>Ull~d b)• the !!mull 
fin,;;~ JIILti)" CflllCC'Jilioll O( ~0!1\tllliC l::J'IH~t. }'ut U\'CI' thi'CC 

,yenrs C(lmrade Erber h:Hl c:lnied on :1 Jll!l'~l.o:;tcnt. nml shnn1 
KltUJ.;~Ic in the Nutionul Ctlmmitlt'c oWl' the mcthocl of 
builrllnrr thr. purty. ln a rclutcd :.eric~ of (hwumcnts he hus 
accu~cd the· pmtr lea•lcr:<hip of (lf':..~imi;;m, dimmccl \'il'· 
Jon , . , luclt of lw·ccpin!-: imuginulion •.• );Uth.fnct.lon v.ith 
cn1mhn wlum lou\'C-~ urc a\'tuluble. rnutiubm ••• conser· 
\'ath·e tr;~ditir>nnlij;m ••. we nrc lucky to exist nt all ,;pirit.' 
He ll('t:UH!S lhc lc;uler:-hip or lru;r.dng 0!-hind the Ol'guni:m· 
tion. •Nowhcrc •loen thc luck of bohlnc!'s and imllJ.."liiDtion 
:-trikt nne l''l ,;harpi)' us in our ltlpmost circles. ltoutiniHll 
and lradition :;;cem to ,;~:ek tho:ir final refuge there.' He bus 
for three years denounced the ·JIRrty !or ha•;ing no jlcr:<· 
pectin'. Comrnde Erber's view,; nrc the fruit. of :a theory 
built 111~tm his conception of the past of our mo\'ement. Fot· 
Erber, 'TI'ot.<>kyi~m has been :.yuonymous with '.~cctnrian· 
ism'. :For him thl'! c:m~l'!n·ati;;m of Cannon was the typical 
_expression of Trotskyi~m on the orgnnimtionnl side. 'The 

. sterilit)' of Cannon i!l till'! logical result of the '~<ectnH:w­
ism,' 'doctrinninism,' rigid, ittcological shi'!ll of Trot.<~ky. 
·rrut~;ky hi:nr.clf wa:! !iU\'ed fr<Jm thi .. lngirnl cmu~lusion of 
hi~ cloctrine only by his 'iclenlism and common scn:>e.1 Ac· 

. eordlng to Comrade Erber, the fi1·~t Four Congres!le!' of 
the CClmmt:nid·lntcrnationnl nnri th~> hh>ton• of Rnhdlf'\'• 

. iNm hn\'e not t>cen submitted to criticnl study but nrc ,_•iew­
ed nl'l 'l'cero:;;nnct', 'The WP is 11ot and s!lould not \1e n. 
TrOtskyist Party in tl1e sense that is usually meant~' It 

· f,; from this concepti-.ln of the pnlolt, of our .movement, eluh­
onitt'd In leil~hy and compr<'hensh•r: docun1tJn~, Umt Rr-
bct• lmll consiHtently support~d th<· J!l'etieUt Labor .Action. 

, It i:; (\11 this bmds that he wishes the Jlllrty to transforn~ 
it:mlf Into u '~"mo.U mo.11s party', · 

. "The. theories of Erbl'!r on pnrty-bnilding arc (lan}:l:el'· 
oUs ·hccnu~t~ the n1njorlt.y of the leadership in nctuatit)' hn~> 
"" other pcrspccth'l! to· offer to the party as n gUide to 
party building. Defining Jlropagn'ldn :.:.<> volemic agaim;t 
rh•:~.l pnrtic!l, Comrade Shachtman rejects the conccptlcm 
of the pat"t)' a~ a r.!volui.JOnary propug:mrla or{;'nni:m\jon. 
'fhls rejection 1s the e~senco of Comrude Er"her's cancer· 
tion. · 

"The p•u;-ty mul't rcnli7.C the c/o~;e connection Letween 
', lin: tlu:un:tical ho1re:ni<t:o tJf !::1·bcr, the equi\'ucnl po:;itinn llf 

Shac!1tman ami the confusion on party building which ?,i~ 
now rife in the part.~·. 'fhe pnrt)' mu11t t:nh:.!l'itntlngly re· 
ject thr.i:e idells :uul t.hcw n1anlfelitutlons, open or cunceul· 
ed, in all uapecll! of r•nrty life,". {"The Tn!lk of Building 
The American Bul;;hc\'iJ.- 1Pnrty.") 

A few -v.·ceks 1\Hr.r :Erber's tlocument, the .l<lhnson-Fol'c;;t 
}':.t.,ndlcncl challenged thP. wlwle empirical, ngitational conccp~ 

a documt>nt cntith:d "E•Iueati?n, Agitation, and Propn· 
Fo·~· ·-"'·"·'•" ur.d later r.wrc cc.ncretely in another documl!nt. "Bull•!·. 

Dulthe\'ik Part)·,•• the tiUP. of which wng not in tl1c 

!;'(; i:~:·~~=··~,,::'f..~ rhotorical. The: part>" it.'it!lf waf: in fcrmen~ .. F . Conferen<-C in the :<ummi!l' or 1!l.l5 the p;_•rty 
1 three w:l)'l'. The l!!a•ler!!hip Clltdcl not (\II ull occasion,; 

•,o:[:c•imrnn:nd a mnjority, half the opp•l<~ition supflortlng the tlmi,l 
othm· hulr llliPilO!"ting Johnson·l'orcKt. Ghallcnl.,rt'd 
und on both ~ide!'!, Shnchtmau !or the firf;t time 

,,,.iltcncc JH"cscntr.d n l':mndcd annly:!iil and 
imilding. 

h~:~~!::,~:·"::d ,,r..'ii'n~~:n:.~.'~~::~.:.ir'', that we \\'orkin~t· 
down to 

5 

unlflm" O\'cr the lmildin~t uf the purly \\'IlK llquhlnlr!rl, 1t. endcc1 
ll'MII flnmhoynntly but a!' lgnominlout~ly ali it hml hcgun, 

What were the fJOI!ticul pCt!'pecLh·cK behincl thb thiuly· 
cli:;J;ui:;c,\ cunfeAAion of total fnl\ure1 Said Sh11chtman: 

"A hri"r •·on~tiderntion o( the• pel't~pccth·e!! o! thr. clu11s 
~<li"UIHdl' in thh; counh·~· nnd the prollpecL<~. of the pnrtv, 
o;nh• t!nlphnf'ize the lmpurtnnce of rle\'elopln~t n lcmliri~t 
JIOU:t~· C!ldl"('," 

"'i'lw rl'liJI!>CIU'/Ulce of l'tlu:;:;; uncmplo)'mcnt, no mutter 
lww long tJI' 1:1h01·t its tlurution will b1•ing with it n cerl.aln 
weakl'nin~ of the trncle union mo\·emcnl, c:;/'ec:inlly or the 
C:IO. 1\turc imporWnt Is thl'! f'net that ll wil brfn~ with It 
a weakenin~t of pUrl'!·nr.d-~implc trade unlonl!lm. , •• 

"Two: in all llkclihoort, we ~hnll l!l'C th£> reuppcnranco 
of an unemployed ntO\'cmeut.. In all likelihood, thtK mo\'G­
mcnt, or n lnrgC" H'Ction of it will bo Clllllledl'!d with the 
c:-.:ij;tlng trndc union.-;, "r.pccinll~· \u the t'U!l(l oC the CIO ••• 
We muM from thP. ,.•~ry ouU.el l•c In the new unemptaycd 
lllfi\"CIIIeut workiug in it, liP.eldn~ to inf!Ut:!ncc ;md le,r.d Jt. 
nml .{eddng to rccruil the be~t mllit.antn frum it.-; rank!;." 

'fhis·was· Shachtman'~> pet!'JI«'t'tivc of the clnjj~ l'lruggle in 
HJ.t5. The lrcmcmlo\1~ sociul cri!>is o( the po:~t~war, the fat.o 
of ilUmanity posed in c\'ery ch-·ilizrd country, th£> liig"n!'l o! the 
com:ng !!Oci!tl uphca\'al in U1c. tinitcd SLate<', which the Jchn~ 
;:;on·Forcst tendency had been hammc~ring at for tho past tw'l 
l'Clll'l"', all this Wfi" 3!1 remote !rom the leader!thlp or the w. P. 
;u• the strnto::phere. 

From thh; complc;tc l1ankruptcy S!)tang u. new orientution. 
John:>on. hari pr('po:~ed that the patty 1"eC01,"11i:u~ iL> !unction no; 
n group making propagamiu for nn·olutiunfll"}' adlon Lu thG 
mnsscs. Erber'l'i grie\·ance ·ugai11st Shachtman wns that the 
paper did not take tccrluu~ly it,; maM ag-it.ntioJIO.l !unction. 
Shachtmnn dcclartod the: party to he "ntill in a propagandist 
stage, thnt i11, in the 'intennediute' st.uge bctwwn it and that. 
of nn agit.atianal group.'' A~lt.ntionnl hecuu.;e Shnchtmnn, though 
more c:tre!ul than Ji!rber lu sare~tnarding h'iml'icli with !onnu·. 
lac, in reality hhnred Erber's ~·icw:; for nil practical P\ll'Jl'Oses. 
Uut the p11rty wa~ propagandist too. · · 

"· • , intensive propagandist activity, that In ••• the 
· S\'iltcmntic prcf!entntlon uml dcfer.f!e of the theoretical umt 

,io\iticnl pnNit.lon or our pnrty r.s nJminRt tho:~e' of the rh•al 
p::rt)', by polemic nml criticism. In other wordK ••• an C!m~ 
phasiH on the particular position of our own party, on tho~re 
pointf! wher(! it dilrerH wiUt (and 111, in c.ur \'luw, superior 
tO or corrcC't all np-uin!lt) the S.W.P. ')"his i~ demanded for 
two c~llm:d.:1l T(:;..;an.::. Pir.~t, to j!!~t!f~· t.l,~ i~do:>~ndent. 
pdstencc of o!U' putty In lhe eyes of the nulical wodcers 
n>Jd the"'h'· to rP.c!IU.'ttc tl1eir recruitment by UR instead 
of by our 'rh•al. Second, to educato r.nd train our ~artY 
members, e~pecinlly new recruit.!!, !lOt only in what w~ hll\'C · 
in common with other radical orgRnizationl'l, "but in whnt 
we counle1'}10~C to tile other01.'' · 

CONSERVA1'1SM I.OST IN THE. JUNGLE 
· Whnt wn~; unilJUe ~cl'e wa!l thii( Sl"j,Ctarhm · conception of 

proJmgnndn. J t :cer~·cd a definite practical purpose. h. oriented 
the party towurds factlonuf conflict with the S.W.l'. Since 
1!141 the membership, men nnd women in indu11try, had worked 
and contributed as no memben~hip in the United StateK ha,~; 
C\'cr worked n11d contributcri. AR Shachtman hlmrJC!r confct~sed. 
it WUR npalhctic to nil the "unique·contributionK" ur Shnchtman 
on internatlonnl politic!! and on the defen!ll\'c before the small 
Johlli~On·Forel>t ·Minority. From 1941 to HM5 the party, en-· 
gro~t:c:\ in work anrl hopeg :~mong the prolctat·lnt, }lad had 
~inl,.•tdarly little interest In "Cannonism". 1t Will' IJnly with. 
the fnmk udmigsion or no Pi'!TSPCCt.l\'eS (~nUl t.he Labor Party 
ol' the unemployed mo\'Cment) thnt the struggle !or 11

tllll 

un'ique contribution"" and ngnin~>t "CmmoniKm" becumc· the 
main concern n£ the pnrt)' leudcrship. From thiM fiO\JI:Ce enmc 
the genuinely ••unifJUll" thcor)' nf the rudrc. "Durcnucrat.lc 
Conservatism" could no lougcl' endure. The democratic dyn:l· 
mists had signnll)' fulled, The "bureaucratic Jungle" wus 'sub· 
stitutod.. 
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A~: tlu• ructlotml t'D.IIlJ!UIJCn illl'I'L'll!~Cd, 140 tlw pc.lltl(•nl lc\'1~1 

111•cllnrod. lty tht! Conv~ntlon of J\14G, the Jlolllieul rc~ohulon o;t 
A merle!:, VII flna!l~· ''"cldetl UJIOII nfter weck11 or dlllcUIIIIIon in 
the\ I'olltir<~l Col"'nnltter """ ,Juring nnd aCtc•t• n plenum, wn.• 
t."'a mot~i. conllct\'Dih·u nnd po\'Ctly•Nitlcken resolution on the 
tlnft~d Slate.!: C\'Cl' o.dvnnccd In tl1c Trot~kylst mo\·cmcnt. Thl:; 
more than lul)'thlng chit~ t.:nnblctl us tu undetllt.nnd the full 
l'lgniiicuncc of Shnchtmnrt'll "unir;uo! contribution~" on the in­
tcrnntion::l) I!Ccne. Tld11 cuablml fills to g•·usp C'oncrcll'ly nth! 
clearly the distinction hctwccn the W.P. and the S.W.P. By 
this time fuctionnl linc~t had bi!Cn drnwn. But Jt. "'n11 here that 
the membership aM a whole wlu• ublc to coJn]Jrcher,d all the 
r:llver~r;c~e.~ which hud prevfou!ll)' appeared un otJ1cr t]Uestion~. 
It was here that. We Legan to be able to :let! what Wlhl imp~'llillg 
the cluriiicatlon of the unity mgntiation:<. And, ns we .~hull 
show, it ito preci!4dy here. that we have bcf'n uble immedlate!r 
to umler11tand whnt is now taking place in the lntel"nntfonul. 
It l~ pred:~ely our COilCrt'te experiencefl on the nntionul scene, 
illuminated by the luternationul theories or Bol!lhevism, th:1t 
have enabled Uf. to unde:-::;tmul the con~retc de\•elopm~nt!l in 
international Trotskyh;m. Only polilical ·idiots ~:an fail to t~en 
that Shuchtman is now $Ceking to cO,·er up the national bank· 
ruptcy or his party by looking for allie!l to right and to lef( 
Gn the i!Jtemational 11cene. 

{b) W.P. ~nd the International Question 
What is politically ai,d organizati~nally characteristic or 

t.he international politfc11 o( the W.P. is not so much what It 
h&..'l Seid but what it bas not snid and has preferred to alluw 
othen~· to sny. for iL It is charncteri£tic that fur two year~ 
LegJnnfng with October, 1944, nearly 106,000 wonho~ on ull ~­
pect:s: of international politiC~~" written by the autbora of the 

· t11eocy o( histni-lcal retrogression, &<Jpeared in. The New Inter· 
natJoiial.; They expounded their doctrine with the utmost :free­
dom, Not a line by Shachtman or any of hlu coileagues ha:1 
ever appeared in opposiUon. An article of 12,000 -words by 
J, n. Johnson dlscu.ssfng the theory uppenred in The New Inter­
national !or December, 1946 and January Ul4.7. The retro­
gresslonists themselves do not an,swer. Not a wort.! comes Crutn 
Shachtma.n. ' 

The Fourt.h lnl.t!rnntlonal bas merely passed a resolutJoit 
crmdemnlng the theory of historiatl retrogression, and flne o"r 
two comrad'!!l have w~tten polemical articles dealing mainly 
with the demoeratie·rcvolntlon noruumse. Only the Johnson­
},orest ten"d~:ncy has :1t.tempted to answer the theory in the 
manner .it needed to be Rll!>Wercd. 1t Js clear by now, we hope, 
t.bnt rebvgrcssionism is the real dJvidlmr line Jn the Internn­
tional, Those Who say that tha theory of retrogession is fntHe 
b'-lt that the proletariat, today, 1947,. is fuJI o( "democratic 

· i!IW!Ions," ate. ure prnctltlfng n shamefaced ill·concenled retro­
gressJonism. Any discussion of the international poiJtlca of the" 
W.P. thnt does not deal with the theory in fundament.&! tenns 
Ia a waste of time. It wJll be ultimately neces!Ulry to do the 
IS&me in the lnternntional. In 1940 DR soon as the opposition 
seriously entered upon the struggle; Trotsky posed ali ques­
tions. in the most fundnmentnl terms. Today the roles arc 
almost reversed. The 1nost fundamental preseniatlon of a 
pollUcnl v!ew now betc..re. the International Is the thP.11is of the 
IKD. We alone ha\•e me~ them on their own ground and have 
gone far beyond. It Is an astonishing failure on the part ot tho 
Intematlon'!l. It will have to be corrected. Because it Ia heN! 
that all the retrt~gresaionlsbi and semi-retrogro!lsionlsts can 
1M' dragged Int.:. tho open and beaten to pieces. l 

Tho thoory of tctrogTt!sslon can be summed up in n sen­
tence: the decline of capitalist society has been such thnt it 
has unfitted the proletariat Cor the socialist revolution, In any 

:u11l all ot Its rorml' thiH thoory I~> the gN!atoPt rneomy of 
lllll\'l!nlent tutlay-the McrtKhe\'il'lnl ur our tllne. 

•rJm contemporary development or the t'hP.ory will teach 
u.<~ much. It npJlenrerl Cir11t in the writlngR of Bruno 
Italian MtU".>.i:;t who Juul sccn lht! complete deCent oi the 
Inn proletnrint. After the defent of June Hl40 and the dom· 
inntion of Gcrmun FotKcl~'>m, '.'crtnin F1·ench Trotllkylst leaders · 
cnpituluted to the Idea of some Rort o( lo,n!lcism n.'l the .next '. '. 
JoilllKe of modern Rocict)•, The Gcnnnn comrnde11 hogan to d13· · 
\"elop their theory u. y('ar or two after the. delttructlon of the 
German labor mo\'Cmcnt.. In the Unlt('d ·stateR, where the pro­
lelnriut hnn for 110 mnny generutfon11 Cniied to express itsi!I"C · 
d('cish•ely us an Independent 11odal and politlcul force, the 
theory of retrogres11ion hill! taken a Hpecial form, Jts most 
\'i!(Ot'uUI- expnncnt is uii'O an cx~TroW;kylst-Burnham. oHc h~ 
uth"oc&tell hiH brond ntt "munngcri:ll .!!Odely.'' 

Sntull ItS iH \.he numbt:1• of our catlre11 in every country,· 
)'f•t a \"nlunbic conclu>~ion emerge11 from "this. Thf! 111ost 
ou::, the mosi active proponent.'! of the theory of ret<OJ<r<•~'on ;! 
ure tho:;e who ha\'C Peen the prolet.Drian mo\•ement 
own country 1leRtroyed, or· as in the United States, have 
known nn acti\'c politlct~.l movement of the proletariat. 

• In the cn:;l! o( the United Statea, the key figure for 
underntanding .of the W.P. is Burnham. Let us traCe hili 
ilicat e\'olution so that certain American and Europeil.n 
radoa rna_.· J.;TW!p the inner evolution o( the American 
ie11ce. 

l) Burnham, before 1!140, jlad "gltated inside the 
for what he ca!led "the campaign pa.rty," J.e., the 
pizrty," essentially' what the W.P. became as soon 

2) Burnham Jn 1937 Oppased the c.oncept.fon of 

t1 worker/0
1 ~>tate but agreed to defend it lis stJIII ,'~~:~~i!'~;~; 

3; With the Hltler~Stalin pact he blame~' C 
enucratic ('onserva!lsm'' ft>r the failure" in the 

4) He at the aame time declare.!! RuRIIin "a rntmo•getf~l; 
societY," not to he defended. 

5} lle devt!lops the thesis that the ·whole world J~ 
Cor "managerlnl tzociety."" · , 

Shachtmnn is a revolutionary nnd.Burnham in n.,t, 
man ¥,» ·mercilcr.sly condemned· Burnham since B~~::~;~~~: ~ 

.the "pnrty in 1910 :md genuinely despb~ hfm. But 
evolution hll!l followed Burnham's stage by 
campaigu party to the dayA when he r.alled 
cratle st.ute-sOciali!m, still progressive, to the 
decltai-ed (New lnteniatJonal, ;:iovember, 1948) that 
time of the appc:arnwce ·ot the "'Three '-Theses," (the· first 
ment o! the theory and practice o( retrogrcs_sion). ht> hnd 
with them, J( Shachtmnn Is "following'' any consistent 
it Is the pattern of Carter, the real theorist of the 
hnm b the adventurous American petty-bourgeois, 
embrace BOlshevism but,· until a few mpnths ago, 

reconcile himself to American cnpltallsm. ~:~~·~~.~:;; 
and Shachtmnn follow the sama line of (IVOiutfon, 
nncl Carter, however, always stopping shot"t to tt-y to 
thtte ideas with struggle against the bourgcoi&le. 

THE RETROGRESSION OF SHACJITMAN 
The development of Burnham shows concretely 

though the theory of retrogreUfonlsm was given a 
consistent. fonn by the Germans, it found fertile 
revolutionary movement In the United States. But 
hllR never been able to tAke poaltlon on it.. ,~Ita~,::~;,;;~~ 
Jowers, With living poUtlcal prolehu·Jan m 
them, condemn the theory out of hnnd and then 
ltt!IVt'll to itK ldeas. The W.P. for three yeans has "'''"·"".''"IE 
to condemn the theory. Shnchtmnn, in 1944, 
to the PuUt.Jcal Committee of the W.P. a motJon 



U·IQ thr.~i~t (t'!CCCJil for' ItA view~ Clll Husslr1 Me telntt'•CU(lilnlist I. 

The, Politicnl Comm!Ut'e bulked. Shachtmun tlcc!nr<HI thnt in 
hl~t writings In The New Intcrnntitmal, hs• hud ·been merely 
dc,·eloplng the:-;" iill.m(l !den:-;, Jlo could unclcl'slnntl the tiJlJl·J· 
sltion o£ the S.W.P. nml of Joluuon but not that or the W.P. 
Majority. The Polit!cnl Co:nmittc(' objected to thhc. Shachtmau 
pre;..cl!d the Jlnint. Erber l'llllnccd l1im hy the stnt'.'ment th:!.t. 
It wnJ; impo!!!libl~ ior Hlmrhtnmn to cmwinct' tl1em that th<'~' 
hnd thought what th{'~' d~nlcd thinking, The doubt.-; or thr> Pol· 
itleal Commiltcc, aid~·d most ctrtniuly h:,• the nlrcadl-· csprc!•sctl 
detennlnntion t•f the John~on-Forc~t tendency to flJ1J10l'C the 
tht:ory without rN•C!'\'f'., hclpccl tn de(ent Shnchtmnn'11 motio11, 
He theH eal/cci n 1-Jlcrlal mcl!tlng of th~ !l:ew York ml!mbcn;hi)• 
to MMunt'f! his inrlh·lduul ndhercnc.:: to the thenrr (with th•! 
exception only r.( Ru,;;;IH), For two ycar11, under constant. nt· 
uric by thP. Johnson-Fnrcst tcnclency1 the Jender.:hip could !Ill.•' 
n<>thlng to the part)' either In public or inlemally. Only whrm 
Ut:o 1:krmdn comrade~; announced formally lr.• the W.P. ~at 
they would, if necc~ilnry, (orm a new orgnnizatlon out.J.iide nf 
the Fourth Intcrnntionnl, th£>n and tJnly then, Shuchtman wrot.c. 
in the lntcrnnl Bulletin Mmc cnullou11 notes clil'nssocintinr. 
the party and himself (rom them. But n~ the recent strugglr. 

r in the ll'olen1iltion:tl hns de\'elopOO and the W.P. begins to feel 
r-,_,. Utat it ha11 allies against "Canncnlsm", it, becomes holder. Thl! 
,"' -:-:-~·; Jata;t. i.;<;uc nf The !'k;; lntcrnr.thma: contain;:; tlii' fol!owin;; 

··by Brberi 

. ~, . "Ta·nt.~k)•'s ''icws on Lhc f!\'C or the war were of tllis 
gcn(,!ral ch::rnct.er. Tt·ot.t~ky not only rccognlzetl the rctro­
gressh'f' proce:_~s und the key role of Stalinism within it. hut 
marh· tJw; ·rcco~nition ·an im110ri.nilt con11iderntion in hi:; 

· calculations. All a. l'CRU!t, he wru; acutely aware ·o( the 
r: ;\·,: _,growing eontrudiction between hhc \'lewg ·on the working 

·.·'.· •..• ~.· .•.• · •. • •. ,:·',.··:·.:.·.·.·,·.:.·. <hl1m:t:.; n:1lture or( the Ru!111i1an t=Htate and ~~ethimplicutions or ~ · :; m1a )'tt1.4 11 retrogress un. c rc.sclvt..>u 111 dilcmmn h>' 
po:.t.pnning 1my, further theoretical conclusion!! u'ntll the 
t-ccoml world wnr W\luld be conclurietl nnd ·it.~ political 

r~::-;·:':__.~·· r~pett.U:<>~ioru; we're knowi1. His lcrllllant article, 'U.S.S.H. 
.. ,.. und the Wnr,' wl'itten n frw weeks nftcr the w:u· begnn, 
~; ... :.. Wol:< hi11 fiuul rolln!IP.d prc~cntnt.iou on the !'lnbjcct or retro-
1 ~... · gte:;~lon and the nature of tl1c Ru11slnn :;tnt c. In lhi11 
' '_ · al't.iele he po~eEI the entire ctucstlon from till' point of view 
'.~-.· .. -:;:.:·::- that: either the war will conclude 1\'ith or revolution, in 

which cnro .botll 'the problem (It: the cln11~ chaniclt:l' ur th~~ 
Stalini11t ·l'ltnt<J and the prohlcm or rcltOJ,'l'esJ>ion will he 

i -·· · · automaticallr re::.oh·ed, or the proletariat will !ml to ~kc 

l•.·•r-:-:' power unci require u complete l'C•:mah·sis or !Unr • ..:ilct (undn-
. ·: ··:' mcntul.~. ittcindi!l.l;' the pO~>!'ibillty of n worlsl or burmm-
t·. (i, 'cratlc ~lave t>t.ntc11. · 1'he nctunl rc::ult!l o( World War II :r,-: ar~· :o.nmewhcic hctwl!en the- two :Jltcrnuth·C'll whlch·Trot.'lk~· 
'" posed. The failure of the proleturlnt to m.nkc n nwolution 
ii·.,.~·." in post·war. EUI'OJIO cluoi> a:ot ri~mon~ttratc it.<; hil'toric in· 

J,;·: · t'afntelt\•' to jl)D)' the hilc which :\hU'lo: Ul':;igned ltJ .it. Yet 
tt1c rorltinucll :md necclcrnted l'('ti'Ogl'ellr.h·c pl'O(!(!"t' J•lacc:; 

'n I'JUI'!!Iticn mark 0\'(!r the nhilit:,• or tht! proletariat to rc­
.. asnemblc n rc\·olullonnry leuclc·rship and tukc power bcfurc 
:·: it Itt uvortnkcn nnd cle~tt'O)'Cd l.ty the disintegr.tti\'e ten­
.. , dcnC\' u( c:at•itnli.~l cl\'lliz:atioh, of which the thrcuteniug 
o'.':tlom'ic wnr i~ thl' mo~t Jmtcnt Coret'." (Thil Cln!ls -Nntm·c o( 

the rollsh !:ltatc-lt, Au~u!lt 1£147, p. 178n) 
· Thnt. MllrX, t:ngel11, Lenin mul 'J'rot,;ky were n11 hclie\'erl' 

' :··~in the L~cPry of rctrogrll:o:<lun luu; loru::- b'!en 11 theme o( Shucht· 
\:, 'mau lft'Cklng to CO\'Cr ll)l his lwll)' brctccit rem.:e:!. That Trotsky, 
'"the brllilnnt" 1'rflt.>~ky, Willi n Jlroponcnl o( it Jn HHO, we e:m 

tho moment lgnnrt'. Whnt I,.; i,nportnnt ·here, ht the mo~t 
('i,:•:~:~liut•pol<ou, U10 most ht·.1ten ~t11tcment. l'O fur o( the "g1·ent 
., ·:;>:••t•<~«lnn mnrk O\'Ct th\! ubllity of the Jlrolcturint. to rcuSI'cm.ble 

ioTulrJ.'. h·::d•·r~thlp.'' Th•J prol~tnl'int (noes "destruction." 
·com in~ wnr II'\ 11 r.,ctor !n thut ••:Je,.;~rut:tion'' of the Jllolct:tr· 
Only tho:>e who know the Icon~ hi11t.ory or the thcm·y of 

,i'e\ri<g>cc>Ssi<•n In the \V.P. can unclm·11tuud whnt tiUCh n drclur:t· 
tho W.P. mcJmfl u.t thl~ time. The)' now reel nt lntit 

!;f'JYc'•;tron~ 'onough. It 111 becuuso the3y have dlsco\'cred or thin;.: 
hn\'C dlsco\'c:rcd nl,llcs. L'!t these nllles, uctuul or proJ· 

DE TE FAI.IUI.,\ NARRATUR 
The W .P. ll':ulcr.~ arc net (o;ollowlng Uumhnm, they arc 

impelled In thl) :mme rlircrtion h~· t.hc ~ame I'OChtl (orcc~. Bttt 
they at'f" opposl'd t•J bourgeois socict.y, they cutmut go all tht! 
way, ~~~ th:•t thl'y halt lml(-wnr :uul rni~a their bi.t:' fJUes.tlon 
mark. 'J'h~~· JlWJIOtol' thut the l'e\·olulionaric!! of the wol'ld pre· 
pure to huilcl the rc·,·olutionury )mrty b)' inrormin~ the world 
proletnrint thut 1'!\'cnts .:ue mnre nncl more dcmonsi.ratlng th:~t 
the proletJ:trlnt. ito incupu~lc or IIUilding thr. p::.rtr. 

DC! tr. (nhuln nnrratnr. Jt. is not. inc\'ltnblc thnt nil or the 
nwjorit~· or "tim ccnLrlfugnt elcimenth" in lhe Iutcrnntlonnl 
rollow thll' courto~.·. Wr wouid Mt (or one rr.omcnt 1my tt.:at.. , 
Hut this muth iii 1:ow hi~<tory, th<: Ct)ltr.!:c that has been follow· 
cd br the W.P. Its mo!lt \'Ocnl ami t'tpre!lf'ntall\'c :;pokesmcn 
fr~m 1!138 t\1 tht• pre>'ent day, "'ith tl'rr.nrk;.:hle con!il?;tcncy, have 
1-:'T:t\'it.-..ted townr1l the most con:oci'\'t!lh-e, the most rcnetionary, 
thr. nH'I't dc(c:>ati!-t r.urrcnL<~ in our movl!ment. The ~;ign!l that 
similnr cunent.~ lll'l.~ now ut. \'ottioug :-ttages or dC\'elopmcnt in. 
Europe are clcnr. Th!Jtoc who do not know where they nrc· 
hcudcd now ha,·e the '>pportunity tn learn. And thos~ Who ha\'e 
the rosponl'iibllity of l't'l'il!ting the.'!e current." mu.at rl!cogni:o 
thnt th~ir l'l•~"thorf ?<n far hn" h>:"<:.>n tQt311!' .inndcqu!lt'!!. 

The JnhniiOn-Forest tendency han usc1 otlu~r method~>, and 
hn:~ repc:oat('Cily !<lleneed the W.P. !lpcnkerR, :;ct ·thetn cn.ting 
tht>ir own wor·b, con!radiding ench otl~t·r and ma.itJtninlng.nn 
t•mhittcrcd "ilcncc o\·er rcitc!atcd .,.hlll!l'ngr.~, writii!n iutd . 
:-;pokcn. - · I · 

_ All'll rc:~ult, today itl"lV47,,~Ctcl' nearly tl1rce )'cars, it. it:·· 
uttcrl:.· imposilibl!l to get n !i:pokcn, far Te11s a written, nnsWI:!l' 
from nil)' leading rr.pre~cntative' of thr. W.P. on ·the statement· 
hy which Trotsky drew the dividing line- in HMO. Does' the pro· 
lct.ariut h:t\'e nn instinctl\'e clr.mrnt;tl .d.rh•c to reconstruct 
:oocidy on Commun!11t bl:ginnings? No uns\\·cr. ls .this. Un or· 
mmil' Jmrt. o( tht' }IRYChttll)gy of worker;;; ·1 No n{Uiwer. IR thi'> 
nn epoch o( cri!1t'S unU wars? Wn:l Trotsk-y correct when Ite ··i· 
said th:1t in thi,.; epoch the 'instinct or the: workers to rccon•.' 
1;truet au:letr c!m <:.">~flltlllo. with -~cat \'lolcnCe and rapidity? 
The~· twi~t nnd ·squirm. and ht:!rorc their- ,own membershiJI 
they t-annot. lmswr.r, The agile Shnehtman h!L'> de\'elopt>d ~~ 
tcchnhJUC whereby hti ~;uys ,whatever is most suitnblc at thC .. 
momr.nt. But \\'hen pli.<lhed to. the wall .ho has one !ust. fe,;ort­
ull this rna)' bo ti'U~ but there i~t no Pll.l'ty! We shall dcmou· 
:;trutc to the hilt that it ill ('Illy hy ·carrying the nttnck, on tho 
one hnnd, to_ tltc most; !umhuneiltnl Principles o( Marxism as · 
maniCc~ted totlny, and on th"' other, by the most ruthless eX· 
ftO"illrc or . the nnli'lnat. rool<~ uml nationnl bankruptcy oC .tho 
disrupters thnt the)' will be correctrd, disciplined, or utterly 
disgraced. Jt ill imporlnnt to bcur lhut combination in mind . 
'l'hc international Wndencic:; oxpi't's.-. tltl:IUSt'h·cs in a 11tricti:; 
national ((>1'111, What. nrc tho intm·nutionnl pcn;pecti\'CII .or. ~c 
\\',1'.? Tht' lute4 stngc in the c\'olutlou o( Burnhum ,;upplh•s 
us witl1 un .in\'1.1iu11blc J,'tlide. · 

1'HE BURNHAM TltAIL . . 
Stnlini::t Hus.-;iu und t.hc S\ulini~t JlUrties threaten to donf· 

ln11tc Buropc. American CUJliiuli:un during the war ,;till Curther 
nstcnishcd the world b~· I~ economic power, Burnham, 'n typlco.l 
(IXUmJlle of Amrrirtm ht•livic!UIIIIsm, nnd absolutuly inc1lpnbln 
n( !'eclng thu prolcturlan I'Olutlon, 'll; rrnnllc with terrnr nt tho 
))rO:!)tcct o£ :t St..nlini!;l EurQpe toll!\)' which might c:>xteml Guil 
knows ..,:hea·o tomm'•a·ow, 11IC therefore tmn11 buck ~o thO now· 
nm)tly dc1nonstrnted economic rsowcr of Amcrlcun capital nml 
cnll11 ur.on it. to moblllxu tho wllrld agulu:ot tho St.nUr.lst danger. 

Shuchtmnn nnd tho W .P., so fur ns t.heir ~ln11s nllgnmcnt.s · 



I 
nllow them to), turn to tlu! !'allllt' 1ourt'l" for flolutlun, 1'ht>lr In· 
ltlriiUtlomd policy uLsolutcly rt'f11.~t~N to fol·csec uud tn h'l'O!l· 
nl~~ thnt the hUI'OJU!llll economy 1.~ l'lhnttt!rml beyrmtl r<:!fmll·, 
ur,ol thut in counh·ies like l~rllllCt• nnd ltnl}' the rlnflll nntngon• 
isms lll'l' SliC'h thnt ultimnle ~>ulutlon!l luLVfo bec·n concrctch· 
polled f<•l' yc:tl':<. 1'lwy do not prot>o;o;c Am~ricnu economic in·­
lt't\'t•nlion. l~ut they h1111l' th('mscl\'c~ un ":1 ri'Cfl\'f•ry" l\nnncNII1y 
.-\nlerirml c:;nit.-,lism, The "rcco\'cry" !11 to be the foundutlon for 
}I stl'!'ll~t!uming of th(' lnl-or ll\0\'cn:cnt. The nliMCr)' oi the 
mrHHH.'~' thus ulh•,·i:ltcd, th•~ Stulini;;t. domlnntlon will dccllnf', 
The workeJ"tl will flow bal!k to the .Socinl-llcmocrucy und thro 
Sol'iai-Dcmucracy will ~h·c :;umc l\lnLIIity to the hourgeois­
democn:tic rcginll', 1'Jw Stullni~L>~ u1·r to l•e l\UfiiiOrletl to tlw 
pov:er only in ca~c the Sodul-Demucr.Jcy is lurluded In thf: uo.,.. 
l't:Jm!'nt. for tl1e Sr.elui·Dl'mucr.tcy will h:i\'tl the buckin~-t" of th" 
nil-powerful United States. 'fhe: EUI'UJICIIn cunmule:; lllU><t f'lltur 
tl1e ::ic.cial-Dcmceruc~· 11nd UI'C the preciou11 time I{Uined L)-' th~ 
Anlcricnn·fin:uu:etl "l·ecu\"ciT" to educate the worker.~. Further· 
nJ(lre this e~port of capital ~·ill enable the Americn11 hour-, 
gcoisie to stu\'e off the economic crlids. 

The backwardness of the Am<Jrlcnn prolet.nriat is nn in. 
tCgrnl part of the whole conception. Unless it were baekwnrrl, 
it might precipitate a struggle i_n which without a rc\·olutionarr 
part)' it would certainly be defeated, This would bring the whoio! 
structure tumbling to the ground. So th:~.t. the ct)rtect step 

fur thP Anwrlcnu pl'Oietal'lnt, nccol'tllnJ! to lhll'l .!1chemnt111m 
tu J,uiJ•l 11 L1Liwr J>urty. 'l'lwn hcru tno, fJrUMUIIIahl)·, t11ore CtUJ · 
be t!lltry mul Ji lou~, (JJl'th•lJIII ~wcnl~ ~·eur~e?) pcr11pccl.lvc ot 
JUit!rnt hulldlng, Hurnh:uu ha~ turul'tl to American econo:nle 
power to :<llmsh .Sinlini~em. 1'hC W.P. expects that thifl Mme 
C!conomlc powC'r will maintnin 1h1mocrucy all O\'or lhll wnrld 
und gl\'e the rc,·olullonury movcm<Jnt a ehnncc to build the 
cmlrcs, No wondf!r thul o\·cr this ~tructure or moru;trouR non· 
~cn)je the empil'icul uuthors thcm~;cl\'e~ plncC! the big question 
murk. 'fhil'l i~: the bnJ.illl of tha intc;.·nutiom•l politlt~~ of the 
W.l'., ·and In various fonnR will turn out to be the bwds of 
llll' JlollticR of moHt nf it11 r.lli~,;. Dh:cUit~/onK nbnut boom an~J 

~tabilh:ution, ulmut l!htry or non·cn•.~· in Critain, even ubout 
PoluJld, tht• nulionul I[Ul•Stio•J, thcr.c nre lmportunL and IIOiDC• 

limN \'il:~.l. Hut thcl'e by tlwml'd\'Cll, like tho rutllc discu.~RiOn~ 
On Jcmocmtit: th!muwi~, mcrtl)· obscure the !undam~:Jitnl ii'I:JUed 
and play into tl•e hu1uls of the dbruptcr~. The mortal crii\IR of 
Lourgf'oiR sllcil!ty hn~ pusctl nil question!= in !und""'"''tal.tcnn<, ; 
Todnr the mo~t ubstra~t thco!'Y nnd the mo~t 
tit'c are so clos!':ly a!li(•d thnt. they cn'lnot he "'~·~~·ted, 
Johnson-l"otc:'ll tendency lin.s learnt this because 
by which it baH approach'!<! pollticg !rom th11 very 
its clol'le JOtudy or Trott~ky's methC~d in 1940, and from 
hnrd cxpcJienceil with .the W.P. For our mo,·ement 
litna--e there can bo nO otht!r way. 

IV. The Johnson-Forest Tendency 
The Johnson-Forel'lt tendency becnme eont~clous of itself 

~nrly Jn 1941 in the discuAAinn on the RuRRinn question. lt 
found Jtself oppoFed to Shnchtmnn who believed 'at- thnt time 
that Russin ·wU:~ u progresliive .!!Ocinl order, -;lllli1!UUcratic -col· 
leetivism, anti to Carte1· who nnalyted ·nu.•:~hi nfl bul-eaucratic 
colle!!U\'ism ecJtlnlly rcactionury' with capitalism. It suw clearly. 
thut Cnrter represent.ed n more or le11s rOunded polfticnl_.teJi· 

· 'dency which was heading for n theorr of managerial or Oureau­
crntic t'ullueth·lst soelt:t~· u.s n' third nltcrnutive to cn;Jitnlltim 
or sot'ialism. Though ddentist, ns waR Carter, it ro(uscd any 
sort. oi bloo: with Carter nnd !\OUght openly to 'p)nce n barrier 
llt:tween l1lm and the lutUl'C dc,•elopment of Shachtman. ' 

Juhn!!on ::;d 1.-"or~::;t, fron1 lht! ·very beR"inninrr, con!!!dered 
a brenk with TrotRky on n furtdnmcntal question to be the moRt 
serious step imagihdble fof any Mnncist. 1.'ht: position of state­
cnpitolism wus thel'Cfore arrived nt only niter a t!Jorough re­
examination of Marxism. including its economic theories, u 
tho'rough study of the r.ussinn question, the writings of Lenin, . 
nnd a Clltn.prehensive study of the tenden::!eR in world economy 
and thu Russian economy itself. In the ftrRt article of our ten· 
dency In Th~ New International, we po>'cd whnt has remained 
our theoretical foundntiuu fo~ this \lpoch-the fitatificatlon of 
production. We drew the trend to it.'l logical end and 'we drew. 
the class line through stntification (April, 1941). The statl­
fication In YUJ."'!I!nviu, Polnnr! and CzechF;lovnkln found 11:-1 
well-armed nnd prepared from 1!141. 

Shnehtmnn hns given hi" nnnh•slR of the origin of the 
Johnson-Fore.;t tcndeni!Y· lt Is on a par with his usunl Ught­
mlndedncl!S where serious mattem nrc concerned. Tho super­
!icijlllty of the 194.1 Con\'ent.i'>n starllud Johnson and lo"orest 
At the end oi the Convenllon, therefol'!l, JoimPon, Fc.rest and 
Tobin held n meeting and decided to work together on our 
!dens. Forest was given the ta~k of' working on the Russian 
qucation, Tobin wns given the tatsk of following the party de­
velopments, Johnson wns to complete the theoretical study of 
polltlcut econom)-" UM applied to tho contemporney world unrt 
to tnk\1 up the question o£ dlnleetlcnl mnterlallsnl. The work 
wus Ryi{t.P.mntlcully earrJed t~rough, Forest Wall nblo to com.' 
pleh: 11Ueh U lltudy of tho Rurudnn economy nmt' Its social and 

historical development n9 has ucver been dono Jn our 
ment. lL ilf still largely unpublh:hcd. Ria Stonf!, with · 

. emic tro!nlng' in philoRophy, ensed the roa11 to the fund.'m'''.nt~li 
griUIP of the principle.!i of the HegeJlaJl dlah!ctic 
pllco.ution to Mar:xian economics, 11ociology and 
Allen, an old Bo1Rhe\•lk, johJL>d thil tendcne)' In 
nud Contributed l'iuhFtnntlnlly to. Jta' pollticnl nnd o~l<:;~:~;~~~j 
develOJiment uritll after the 194il convention when 
Cor a long time imvUcit. cauSed n separatiOn. 

Our speclflc:. political po:.:ition~ can be found .:1;:::=~~~] 
The tendency, however, has alwi)·~ bud the firm·o!'t, 
'foumlntion3 under its feet, m-ld from theso it has 
eert:1fn ,guiding principlim which ~~o\·Cri1 all its pc.llllc.s. · 

1. The RuFslnn quP.stion is central fur the theoretical 
politlcul development of the Fou'rth Intcrnationnl. But 
hnve repeatedly written frorri .the ''ery -
crisiS IS not ptnt oi the Russian t)UeR1• :on. 
tlon i!l only n pnrt of the· world criSis. 
economic developmc.nt. iR stutiflcntlon ot 
cation of ~roduction is not n phrtu~e or a description. 
the Capitulation of unnrcbic capitalist S'Jciet.y to the 
of the invading ·&oclolist soclet.l'• The planning, 
by elns3 l!ontrndictlonR, repents the fundamental ---·cc.-·c,;c-;., 
cupitallst antagonisms in their most bnrba~ua' 
cation carries in Itself We most profoun•l llnt-htl 
tho proletariat, and Its suCinl structure ropentcdly propeta 
proletariat. on the ro.:ld to tho complete transfonnatlor. 

· 11oclety. !<'rom the Vllr)' beginning, thoro/ore, th&M 
lng In common between u11 Rf\d the defenUsU who 
ceded us. Trotsky had tought them without n1ercl-• 
them, de£entl11m in Russin had :always been the pn•ll:ni''IU:V ~ 
defe~ttlsm and pessimism on a world •cnle. 

stntltl.cutlon nnnbi<Jd us to se-e tho preparation '~~::''::'.~~! 
for world revoluUun, and tho Ruaslan totalitariAn al 
chief and rnost developed exampll' of thla phn11e of 
de\'Oiopment. Our defeatism thot'Cforo, wa" part of 
Intensified world rovoluUonnry concept. 

2. We found In RuPtdn l.hll k€t)' to tho mo11t Pl'<'fo1md 
o110phfc and abstract economic theoriell of 
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c:apltulhtm, '\\'u huc:nme t'fln\'lncecl thul such CJUe~>lltm" (hotl)' 
dl11putcd throuJth the JIIL~t h:tlr .:eutury) 1111 to whether the 
decline of cnpltnlb=m hay lml"icnlly in thl'. fnllinJt mtc of Jn•olit 
or the nt.anowin~ o( thr.! tnurket, und the fumlamcnt:ll tmturo 
·ut ·erlst!s, could at lust be lloh·ccl becau~c of the concrete ex· 
amP~c of Stullnlst Russlu. In out· view, the de\•clopment ot' 
Rullti!n dro~·c the lar.t nail Into the co!Tin of an)' varlet)' oi 
under·com~umptionh:m. \Vc wcr<:! con\'hwed on n r<:!•l.lxnmlnatlun 
of Mnrx't> C11.pitnl that tht" soluti<m to the <:!eonomic ills of 
C'apltalil"m wru; the human solution, 110t un~· a-corgunizutlon ,-.r 
JII'<IJ\t!l'ty hut th<:! cmcrgenc·e of the proletariat rend)-' to u~e thr. 
vast potentialltieH crc.J.tctl In it hy cnpitnlism itt=clf. Thill i~> the 
only JiOiutlon to the buruln~ quc~tion of nll ecc>nomies tnlht)'­
t.he nal11ing of the productivit)' of labor. 

3. Thia, however, wn11 only one part or our developmenl. 
The barOa!'itim or capitalism wa& concrr.tcly clcmonstrated i\1 
Rus!!la. But it was the American pl'olctariat which concreLizcJ 
for us the ncces~;l!-rily nbstrncl conception o! the creative power 
of tho proll!luriat in industry ns a force !or the social regen· 
cmtion o{ sodety. The woa·k _of American hldustrinl psycho!· 
ogists and the ohsct·vatir>n!l of proletarian commdc..~ whom we 
had de,•elopCd opcitcd this door to u11.• 

Tlms 'armed we: !ought the W.P. on the Rus11ian question, 
_then on the Negro IJUCstion, then on the European question. 
Johnnon·and l<'orest had polemiclzcd with Carter on the RusAian 

·question as part of worlrl econOml-' nne! tiS an excmpllrkat.ion 
; of Mllr:t'a. theory of cnpitnlist produdimt. Curter land his col­
_1laborat,or:o;) had bi!cn ·put to flight. Up to 1943 we had ncceptccl 
'the Anterlcnn li11e of the party, the new l..nbor Action, the 

:::;:~,,~·~;~~:::;',· appeal, tile m:u-R dl11tributlon!l, etc. We beur 
of tellpouRil>llity.for all thi:o:. HCrc, where, if we had 

the neccs!lnry c:qJerlt'ncc, anrl if we had been acquainted 
&II oi Trol,;ky'., writ!ngs, we might fin,•e been mO~t ulc1·t, 

we ·wet·e. mo;;t dcfceth't!, fly DcC'ember 1!143, we hud 
,;ufflclcntly tn giv(! notice t.o the part)' or the three 

we Intended to bring before it. They were: (1) Staiifl· 
or Production; (2) The Amcricunizntion uC Bolshc\'ism 

Internationalism. It was in hnnnony with all our theor· 
thnt we c:c;mecntrat.cd !lrst on the Amcric~nbation 

"'·"''or BolsheVIsm, 
For three- j•f!nrs we hntl watehed thr. complete rlcpolitical· 

ot the !'artY un the Atl}erlcrm que11tlon, BJ!d the com· 
of' the 11_1ost ignorant nom:en;;e about thq' European 

~i~:.:~i~:::;~.~ri the fifteen };curs' \\'Ill', the ~'hurling back" or tiu­
~ workers, etc. We came to the t'onclusio·n that the 

the e\'11 wall in thn United States itsC!f. PrnJmtutism 
American sncic.t:~· und prngmati:o:m ruled, in tho party 
up with ll\Iuxist phrases. It must be note1l thut 

Octllbel' 11144 when we 'began to outline our 

;·;:r~.~""•,:;~~ .• ;,;;,;h;~a:d ne\'er Te-rcud the Trotsk}' dncuincnts nf UMO. 
~-~ Propaganda und Agitation" (Oct. 1944) is one 

dcc~mcnt:; of our tcm!ency muf In It iR cnntain.ed 
our central concc'ptlun not only for the American purty 
all parties. The American comrndl'!i were pre-occupied 

the RuF11Iun quc:;:tlon nnd nn ab10trnet lnternntiunulism 
·which nobo•ly h!nrnt or coUld lenrn 'anything. Thn mhler· 

lf!6•·''''''"- original draft of the l\lajorit\· American Resolution !~r 
hnd clemnnstru.tcd thl11 be)'ond' n doubt. In p;unrdcd lang· 
l!ut. clear enough for ull to ttec: we wrote of the necesHity 

Alnt~rleatthmtion or BnlsheYism: 
.. "The pRrt)' mumhll~ from the highe:(t to the luwc::;l. 
.:; need It abo. No one hu~ lltlY llel'iou~ · grUI~P of Mar>:l~m. 
_"c:ln llnndlc tim doctrine or wnch it nnlt>~ll he 1~. in ncc~ord· 
· with his cnpubllltle~ n~o~l opportunltlol'l, nn e:<polltlnt 

',J.!,!-C::~~in relation to t11e !loclnl life rmd development around 
tendcnc)' will 110011 JlUbliHh n pamphlet 
Rln Stone which will deal fully with thlfl 

u. prnct.icul nnd a L.'leorellcal point of \'lew. 

him. The cUuluctlcul Jn·ngrelliilun, the v:u·luu!'l riti:Jt('ll of de· 
\'elopment, thu relntlun hl•tl'·ecn the economic hmoi11 und th(l 
'"'! e1·~tructtu·e, hl,;toa·y, cconomlr:s n11d Jlhilosophy, all the 
Jlr nclplcn nnd doctrine!\ of Murxltm1 were evol\·ed from a 

lll'~'fouml untl J.thmntic t:tutly hy lt.l foumlrm: of Buropcan 
1lstor~·, of I-;urop!'an poi!Ucft, o( European liturnture, of 
J~uropean philoRophy. 'l'hr principle~ h1wc unh·crsnl nppll­
cntlnn. Dut to the tl.'<tent thnt the ccnditionP from which 
the)' were drn"'" aru not rnmlliar to the Marxll'lt.~ th~)' 
rrmnin tn n RTPatcr nr leflfl t!n~t~e nb11trnct with l~finlio 
potcntinlitie:; foa· confu:;ion nr.cl miJ:chlef. Eit1'1er the would· 
h~ l\larx!st rnu11t hn,·e liome seriou!l knuwlc.'<lge of European 
hlt"tory m 1t11 Orond\!st t:Cillll', cunsluntly renewed, mnpii­
Cicd and de\·eloped, or the )lrlhclplert of the doctrine nouRt 
hn\'c been incorporuted, wol'ked n\·er, und mnde to lh•o 
UJrltin lry 11 l"tUd)' of tho ecnne!rdc t:tructurc, tmclul develop.. 
.nent, lu~tory, htt'raturc nnd h!e of the countl'J,.' with which 
he Jm.'i henn many ycur11 familiar. Onl)' then i~ 11e on the 
ru;,tl to heromln~t It IICl'iou.: C!lqmnent. ami contrihuWr to 
ll1c d~•ctl'ine. In f111.:t und in truth •mly until one hn~ dug 
lim principles of J\fnrxh•m for himMllf out of his own rumil· 
inr surroundinl:tl and their historical pa;;t that thl'l Mnrxhnn 
of Marx :Ulll Engel:-~, l.l!nln or •rrotsky and the famous 
European Mur.•·i~>lli tnJl)' st.und out in theh· universal appli· 
cut ion. !<:ot. on/~· i~ this so. It would Ot! a mimcle ii it were 
uot 110." 
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The burden of th<:! argUment wu.o; thnt the foundation o[ 
Leninism watt the !ntcrnutionnl doctrine~ of Marxism applied 
to Rus&lu. Amerir.a•1· Marxism would grow strong nud acquire 
a genuinE' international slgnifica:~cc only i! r.ouri:;hcd in Amcr· 
icnn KOr.let)', The .locumcnt' nm>:t be rC>ud ospeclnllr hy "tho 
Rut~rOian tJUeKtlnn" fanatic!'. We «1uotc only u fC.w nf the .lcey 
t~ectionll em The N~w Jntel·imtiona\: · 

ON AMERICANIZA1'10N 
AND INTERNATIONALISM: 

"The.· ccnt-rHI .tlircr.Lion of the pa}lcr mu:;:t ,.be Mnrxism 
und the Unite•! Stnte!l, ns th(! central dlrecth·e o! thn old 
N.J. \\'at> the Fin~t Four Cung~r:scK nnd the lntcmat.ional 
11ituntlon ••• Nllt onl)• It> this nec<:!l~!lr.ry fn•m a 11ational 
point of -view but from nn Iuttrnatiunnl. Am.,ric:u occur.ics 
a r•eculi:ar place in iutcrnutlonnl nlfnirs toduy ;· • , £he 
theOretical mterpri!tutlou of the United. Statc11, its pust., 
present anti futurt!, Oecon1cs thl!re!'ore n tl'Ui)' internnt1onal 
tm.;k .... 

ON AMERICANIZATION AND. THE 
PROBI,E,I::l OF MODERN CULTURE' 

AM alw::ays lll perlvd11 uf cri~i11 1mtl ,;tw'er so much 
It:' in this nne?, the whole JH'oblcm' u£ the dc,;liny of 
humnnlt)' i.~ rulsl:d. The indl\·ltlunl, the state, cducutiol'l, 
culture; relhtion, the elite, the ncceKRit~· of ruler11 nncl 
l'Ulcd, a·aL'C, nil- thcsa rund1U11ental que11tion!l nrc onc:e,morc 
ht the melting pot, nutinmtlly·' u·nd lntcrnntionully.- Our' 
contrlbatio:m In thit: most CUJJituliMtie of all Couutrles IN to 
an:th'~.: these funtlnmentnl tJUe>:tions in our t<:!l'lllll." 

ON AMERICANIZATION AND 
HISTORICAl, MATERIAI,ISM: 

"We hnvPn't to rlo re!lcilrch as Lenin had to do .• , In, 
this highly organized C'ountry muM-~r~; or mntcrlnl exist on all 
topic.c;. Th<:! first American He\'olutlon, the Second lmtl thn 
Third. the"e nre our thcme11 ••. But we mul':t u11e tham 
ns n meun11 to nn enrl. Our nwolutlon is utter u\) the Amcr­
lcnn ·RC\'uiutlon •••• 

"A trcmendou11 field 111 here wnltlng to he opene1l, n 
fleltl which will not nnl)' bring pructicul re11Uit11 h11L' ill ol' 
t.ll<:! highest thcorc:tlcul imp.,rhmtt. The prc11cnt writer hM 
found tJmt prccit:elr bccaU/IIl of tho nhbetli'C! of reutinl 

'nmtniiJll-'i In modern .1\mcrka, mnm• of. the mo"t nhMtract 
anni}'lle/1 or ~Inrx find their mo:ot pe'rfcet cxempllrlcutlon In 
the United States. Tcdta)' tid..: is the mortcl Cllpltnllst 
C'OUntry," 

ON AMERICANIZATION ANil I,AJJOII 
"l.enin lnl'i.-tcrt tlmt from tho \'CI'Y hl'glnnlnf. of the 

ScX'inll11t mo\·cmont. In nuaiih\ two trends npr,cnrcc, oppol'• 
tunlt~m 1111d 1\larxlsm. Hl11 gn•uto~<t work nftel' 1!114 was 
the th~orctlcnl 'unalyttiM of the economic causo11 of this. 
Duj' after du)' ho nnn!)•ze,l it cconomlcallr, )lOlltleally, 
soc ally. For him thi11 etlucatl:m tho workor11 needed ubovo 
uti. What. have wo douo to muko thiN n Uvinr purL uf the 

.-•· 
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knf.lwlt•dgt! 111111 f'XJH'Iil·nc~ of lhl' Uuilm.l Stntcs \\'OI'ke~·s 
:Inti rllflh·ul:~'! Absul\llt<ly lltltllin!{. Su1·c \\'f.! :;;a\' that. the 
lnl11H' h.·uoiC'I'.; n1·c rcucllontu·~·. ·pro-Hou~c\·cit, Jlni-wur. Wt• 
:<tW thl'y nrc Sl'oundrcl~. Tlm,;o •n·r. jm~t. ngitntlonul stnlc­
mcnt>:. 'l'hu 1-rl'llcrul impression thnt our ngitntlon giVc!l i~ of 
rcncUunnr~· lnbor ll"ndnr!l who dccch·'! the workers. This i!l 
thcor'ltic:.:.llr f:•J.~('. 'f!w luhu1· ll'adcr,; rto n•Jt function in n 
\'IICUUm, ~ot 1111 bsul' of the !-.T.I. shuulcl come out in whlc·h 
fl'Oill one lltl!rlc. or nnothc~- we did not trent from the l'oots 
the Luo.;is of upJlOI'tUni.~m in the Unitt•fl Stnll.:s." 

Thhl wns the ,n;Jy war to mobilizc the ml'mhcrghip to rni~<tJ 
thc level of tht' rmrty for its daily tr.:~k.s. "And in thi!l wny wc 
pcdorm nn iHtcrnntional ~<crvicc. It will not be long before it~ 
Innurncc will Ul!penr in l •. A., prupugundi::t unll :tKilation:;l 
fJ:Jnl)lhletl\ :uul !.ic tJnil}' WOI'k of the member~." 

OJ'1 MmRICANIZATION 
AND ~IARXIAN ECONOMICS 

''The debate in Lenin'~ day 1·agcd <tl'OUIH.I the CjUe::(ion 
of the rt:alizntlon of sut]llus value, 1'he snmc (]Ucstivn 
aroJ;c in Gcrmnny jul':t before the lnst wnr. Ho.m Lu:{em· 
burg'~= study of nceumu!ution also wok the form of n study 
of l'enlizntion. These were not 'thl.'Orcticnl esmy!!,' u;-; 
only. n Jnmen·luble ignor:m.:e cnn bt!liev<'. 1'hey were <~.spccLo; 
of the clnss struggle cxpn~ssing thcm~eh•es thcoreticelly 
hoth within .md without the labor movement. The debntc, 
as wn.; historkull)• inc\·itnblc, has now gone a stugt! furti1cr, 
It ha!! moved from Vol. II of Capital to Vol. Ill. rhi.'\ is 
above ali an American question. Stuart Cha~e. Han!<en, all 
the government econornlsts, all the •experts' who l."ll\'l! 
evidence before th(• TNEC, thL' whole economic basi~ of 
the New Dl'nl, nil ti1c~e po:1c t.!Iitl fundamental <1ustion in 
term>~ uf raising .the standard of lh•ing of thl' wot·ki!J',o; as a 
mean.,; fo1· the continued l!cvclopmeqt of t'llJlitllli,;m. The 
StullnJ:.;ts lm\·e now taken thin up nnd urc preparing 11 
highly lht.'Oreticul a>~snult upon our previouS conception of 
Murx'n Cnpitul, These conceptions represent the instinc· 
th·e politicu\ economy of li\'ery lnhor lender in the eounh·y. 
••• Yet so limited is our conception of our task;; that ex­
cept lor agitntional shoutln(t!l about the proHt..; of capltnl­
ism -and• t.he unemjlloyed 'to come, we !eave the~c Jdens to 
go their own unchecked way. Marx, Engels, Lenin nnd 

· Ti-ot~ky, Rosa. Luxemburg nnd Bukhat!n Carried theh· 
opposition to the:;e thmgs td the point of pedantry. They 
we•·e great activists all. But the ·Classics or ~'lnnlsm 
which we rend today Jid a wondorful work in their dny, 
still live and will alwa).'S live, ·because they tackled the 
false idenr. of theh· time 1'rom the root nnd taull:ht tiJC 
worker.:; by Precept , a.nd exnmple to sel'k bourgeois con­
l'to['!ir.lt<c nni: nt their FoUtt:t'! and destroy them there.'' 

ON .AMERICANIZATION AND 
DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM: 

,:'' 

ll•!!cctunJ fumiJ~ h('irJnom tlmt ynu 't.lt!felul1 fl('I'CC)y llgaiJI~t'.' 
u.tt:~el: witl!out ~~\'t:1· kuowiryg whnt tlwy mean, lfll.r.,.,.­
bug<>l:> J.cnu1 ''"J 'l•·ot.~ky did not concet·n thcrnsel\'c!f with· 
nonwn:c m· ~om<' outw.,rn lnt•!llcct.unl ritual." · · 

A~!ERICAN BOLSHEVISM 
This wa!< our <"onccption in the fall (l( 1944, The 

p1dd no ntt:!nlion whntci'CJ' to it, ignored it, denounced it, 
rlnmnl'd it with faint rru~sc. But there at an~· rntc wa:; im 
ol'icntati{•n, a lim•. 1'liC "omrn.dc11 can therefore UJlfll'l.~iate nt 
itll tl·uc worth the consciencclc..<;s fnctionnUsm or ignornnce ,{' ... 
whieh e1·en nftr·r thi~ c!o,·llnlC.!lll, could not o1· would 11o't • . .mder­
~tuud that fo1· us, th" JchnHon-Forc!!t tcndl'ncy, the buHdlng oi .. ·.:::. 
lhe Amel'kton Jlnl'l~·. and r.ot the Ru~~ian que:tlion, wa.~ r.entral ,'';, 
In anl' CJUI'.~ti .. n nf unity. The P.u!!l>ian qucslion wos ccnt~al 

· I•• us !n our •lel·doJ.mcJit. We IJ.:g.:.n th~re Out we ;,.l"J'Y. ;( 
l'aphlly plact·c: it a, u pRrt of the wol'M l'Cactior, against. tl:e 
wm·h! :·cl'olution. Them with the knowledg<:! Y.llihed from these',' 
sil:die.~ :mel our expr~l'icnce with the W.P., 'we urrived :Ut ' 
progrnm and a method fOi· building thtJ Jourty in the 
'St:;.te:~. And th:tt i.~ aud will remain nur main business 
lli~.tt>rir:< 1 ci:·cumstanccs t•ompr!'l us to do otherwi.;:e. ' 

It 'l':t.; only w!lcn th~ unity question. ww; :posl;!d thi\l 
Johr.:-··.!·Forcst tendency beg-an t'l rent! the docUmcnt.'l·or' 
Then for the fil'i!l ti:nc we ·hcgnr. to understand ~he 
and th<: pt·ogi'.:J.l'll uf 'frotsky in 1940, the etr..plUI!>ls on dl,•!•''-~:\; 
thl• thcur~ticn! .prcpllrntlon. Qf tho.1 cnd1'1!s ·preciEely 

·penetration into the wotkcr.:;' milieu. Tht>n, too, 

the ntlcr · tl:eort>tlt'ul Uuukrup'tt'Y of tl1u 19440:.,~:.:::~::~~. 
ULlel' (!ntptln~,;l! of the w.P. le:tdllr&hip, its e 
m·g-.mic empiricism. TJum, there came ·intO ou:· -'hands 
the gl'cllt documents oi: the Fuurth lntt·rUational, the 
sation!! wlllch prereded the finnl drafting of · 
ProgTam. Concurrent(v, tJ1e degeneration of the 
llilued. 

By February 1946, we hnd (IUr Amorie(ln resolution 
and !rom that tim.! to this the American questiOn 

r('ntral ill our irreconcilable op}.:osltion to theu··;~j;~;:lt;;, 
W.P. \\'e haw fought them here. A 

, routed them in .pre-cnn\'entlon· discussion .until, 

dny of the Convention1 they came before• ,;·t:~h~o~:t~:"l~;~~ 
wlthdt·cw thl'lr f'(>J:nlntl.,n end promi::cd to :; 

une. We challe~ged them rep'e!!-tetlly with the ·~,~rJpl::.t:iit: 
. slble fo1·mulntions. · Goatlct.! heyond. meusur~. Ulcy 
the~<:, tried to hold them up to ridicule. We knew 

"D1aleetical 1\latcrl:dlsm is not something ~o be de­
feuded agninflt: Hook, Eo.stmnn and Bumhn'm, It is :the 
Jlhllo;;ophy und the tlleory nf knowladge of :'-Jarxism. To 
use n llh1·ase Mnrx ·a!!~d in hi;; C'inly \\·rlting11, it is the 
thl.'Dreticnl bnds of scientific humanism. 'foday when nit 
thi:lke1·3 nrc :.;ropln·g like d1·unken men, with ull their paints 
ot suppot•t anti nferencc gone, we lln\'C here a weapon 
whose poW<'I' :md \'nlue was never so great nil In :t.h~ pre­
vailing con!u:.sion. ln every. field the· method or loglcul 
de\·elorm1ent nnd hhtoric:ll mnnifostntion ·brings rc:>ults Jn 
c:larificntlon nud lllumlnntion which will be felt in e\·ery 
sphere of I.IUl' work. 'Lenin was alwnys n diah:cticlnn but 
it wns Clllll' In 1914 that he studied sC!riously Its origin in 
the H·~gellnn dlnlectlr. And nftl'r that he became one of 
th~ sttoni{Cllt rulvo:atl'.:t of its study in Russin, demanded 
that ex!ruct>. from Hegel und intetJil'etntions be printed 
in the theoretlcnJ joUl'nnl. He knew and said that mistakes 
would be mndt> but added th~tt. -whoe\'et was afraid of mi"­

. takes would not do anything. It cannot be suid with suffi­
clen~ em}Jhasls thut. 'de:fcnee' of the dlalectlr. against Hook 
and Eastn1nn is t.oday the lc:.st of our l>roblems. It I!! t10t a 
precious j:lwelln n box t:> be defended agn!na:;t l11em. It h> 11 
weapon to be used. ln tho &tudy and prnctlce of Historical 
Materinllsm, Mnrxinn Economlt'S and Boh:hcvi~m, 1t will 
be t1 guiding· thrcnd mnltlng polnta clcnr nnd helping Uft to 
make clenr to othe1·s. Ccntrnrlletl"n• (l(IJIOSitcs, negutlon, 
ne;p.tinn ol negation, qunntlty Into quality, traniiCChdence, 
contlltlon, posr.iblllty, lhes~ nrc not jokM ol' a lclnd of in-

-:·wer<': doing. We folio\\•Od them UJI ship by step, 

.. 

to po!.ltlon. By the time· the Conven~ion came cthey 
tu JliecmJ o1· undcrmin~ c\'ery theorc:t.lcnr 'foundation 

u re\·olutionnry Jlnrty must live. ·Trotsky ";';~,~';~,,,:;~,,~ 
orlginatol' ol nothing else bnt mistakes .on even·· 
question. At the end of the tllscu/lslon we could fee, 
llll\'e alreudy borne UR out, thnt the .].fajority, In its """"''"'" 
to us, on the Amcrlcun !'cene1 had d6!1troyed .the 
foundatlonn under lw feet, nut! 11own confusion am! pe·SHiint!snr.' 
the membersbiJl. This expoaure could huve t.nkcn place 
American question nnd the AtU~rlcnn question only. · 

TWO ROADS FOR THE AMERICAN RE!VOoLU'I'iiJ 

Whut ls at issue between the W.P. and~t~h~e~1~:::::~;::~;~j tendency Is the ciifTerent roada tor tho Amel'lcnn 
We have sn!d ·that the &'l't!Dt need or the 
consclou11 Jo:tudy nnd the np!llicatlon of clialectlc In tsll 
t'l the Amcwicnn scene. We hnve tried to shc.w thO anu~''"''~)~ 
American cnpltallam on the international positions o! 
Lot us now annlylie ours:c:lves and thelll, method 
hn\'O to begin with another more fnmous ah')lul .. -the 
between the Bolllhe\•lkR ond tho Men•hevlks:. 

··~ ... :,..; -" ·--~.- ............... · .... . 



Utan Trolsky receivOO .ttbc severest. en11Ligntlon from l.cnln for 
nnt. um!erstandlnr: the origin of the !nctiom\l conflict between 
Rolahcvism and !Me11shcvlsm. Thill particular phn~tc of the dl:~~ 
}JUte took plact~ in i9lll, !l\'t! ycnrzo: 11ft<:r Trotsky had b<'\'n thu 
outs::n.nding lcat:.er in 1&05. A~cording to I.cnln, Trobky 
write:;: "It is an 'illu);ion' to imagine that Mcn:;hcvism anti 
Bol:;hc\'ism have struck d':!CJI roolc; in the. depths of the rJ•olc­
t.ariut." In this, Lenin claims, 'l't·otJky 'Wll$ following !\lnrto\', 

Lenh1's t·cply i); R model of the mnnncr in which lo 1\fl· 
prnach t\i~putc!i that continue over the ycar11. They l11wc 
nothing to do with "Cannonism" and "lcndcr·cult' 'nnd !!llt'h 

crude vulgufitlet. Lenin v.Tites: 
"The roott:: or the dh·ergcn<"c betwcCn ~he Men!-hevikj; 

and the Hoh·heviks lie, not in thl' 'depths of the )lroletu.riat,' 
hut in tl1c eronomic content of the Russian rc,·otution, ")' 
ignoring -lh!s cont~ntt :'ttnrtov and 'frotsky deprh•erl thcm­
~lvcs of the po1>slb1lity of undcrstandln~ the hlst.orical 
meaning of the internal Partr struggle 1n Rull!la. The 
crux of the mat.tcr i1'1 not whether the theore-ticul formula­
tion ol di!Tercnces ha,·e JW'netrated 'deep' into thl~ or thnt 

_ ::tratum of the proll'!tar!a~, but tl1c fact that the economic 
condition~ of the Re\·olution of l!)OS brought the proletariat 
into ho:;llle relations v.•ith the liberul bourgeoisie-not only 
o\'!!r the ,,uc.-;t.ion of lmpro\'ing the conditions of life of the 
work&n, but Rbo -<i;·er the agrarian question, o\•er all the 
ro!it.ica\ qucatlons of the revolution, etc. To spenl!: of thl'! 
11trugglr. of trends in the RU:i~>"iari re\'Olut.ion and to di;:­
tributn labels, auch as 'sectarianism,' ·•tack of culture,' etc., 
un~ not t.o utter a word ahout the iurulumcntal, e.:onomic 
lntcrl"llta of the proletariat, or tho liberal' bourgeoisie nnrl 
nr -the (h•moeratlc peasantl·y-is tantamount to stooping 
to tJ1& le,•c-1 of vulgar journR!ist2." ('Lenir., Selected Work!', 

. Yol. 111, .JI• 50()) 
Schuchlmall' Jl\'e.~ and. feed11 the party- on the .''~ack af cui.; 

. tuo:c," i.e. the. hlickwardncl's of the American prolet.arhtt and 
:tho "II«"Wrl1tnl$.m'' of Johnson. Trotsky in 1938, It seemed, 
I'UfTilmd from Ute !i&mo "secturlanb:m" and did not unt.lerstnnri 

. · the ~l."·ardneatll, i.e., the laclt o! )lOllticnt' culture of the 
,_._.,' - Amt!ric11n prolctnrlnt. Hll!t.ory repeats, itself, thi~ _time ns 
· ..• ,. !a;rcc. ·, 

Lenin t~ald thnt the prole.t.Rriat. had to lead the peasant!')'· 
Ma.rtov hcJievcd thnt. the peasantry _was not sufficiently "l.'du­
r.atl'd" and had to be led •b)' the liberal bourgeol.;ie. The battle 

p~-··- :W&::.~n-e:' t~'(t M'lftd.!' fot' the Russian revolutlon and Lenin re­
,!u11~d to be t.lh•crted by wbjecth·e npprBh1als oi "t~t.-cLuduul:>m," 
11ack .. o! culture,'' fli~t.· or parties, infiur.nce. on the proletariat, 
ctr. We 1111\'(' not .. the practical t!XfJCrienccs of nn nborti\·c 

.. 
i 

J'C'\'Oiution ·behind ·us n.s· Lenin. bud but we ha,·e jnstend that 
whole eoinplcted experience; ro g~ide U3 nnd we ha\·e Trotsk)·'s 
wrlt.irig11. When two group!! of H!rlous people de"elop a con-
'ttnuous and expanding Imrie~> o£ diffcrc:nces, it is because they 
are compelled by the clash o.t basic conceptions to folio"· out. a 
pr~dl.'ltennln~d CQPriiC. History hlls i!hown ond logic eRn demon-

1: , 11traW that thctll~ hostile pnths lhl-orctically traced nrc ,the nnti· 
.· cipation of tho r.tad11 thut. will be taken sooner or Iiller .by 
:the Ame•·lcan n>Volution. Prt.ocillel)• berausc or·illl em)llriclsm, 

lh•n'C I" 1 terrible l.lgh: , to the c:\·olution. of the W.P., which 
.·;:f·:~ c:Ont~tantl)' ddeatll tho cdoctlcism of ~chuchtmnn. Tho con-

' '; Rki. hl"ro b lho thtOO'Ctt.it.lll !orecnlfl. ·of lho cot~flld, thnt. will 
rail(\ In t.h~ American llroll!tarlat und never more liO than 

·,; ;; 1 ~~ _ durin( U.o uduul tov_olu~ionar)• r.riah:, It is tho lack of scrlou"" 
._r;j-· UieQnt.lcal education In the W.P. willch pre>Jents its under­

:.·:.:./;.··.·,·. atandin.r what a ~tcrlo\11 f"'ct.iut.ul conftict. means.· 
· _-__ Wtwn In 10.16 the Jnhnt~on·Forel'l tendency con(ronted the 
... · loudura of tho \V,P. with 'l'rot11ky's nnalyslt~ of 1D3S, t.hey 
-.. :·.:~~;-,1':<'·· ·CJalmt'd 1haL he WKii morel)' ml11taken, n~t pitiable lilt c\·n~ion on 
. . a ~rre·~ r.olttlc:al 1!1·,-.ue ·~ It _lrl pOII,Ible to conceive, Trot!!ky's 
)) 11odtlon \tna a,; dear n• •lny. There are !lnme in tho W.'P, who 

1 '\"'" .'~ought. tn t'f'tntmlM!r. Trnt•kr 1\ldn't say it once. He ~uii.l it 
:\-.~ ,·. m~tn)" t.bnas. Ovar and G\'or Q3'11in he repeated. 
·~i" 

~·/-:l:lf_::;.: 

N}'i'<l" • »' ,, . 

,.~~~~~'~- . 
~~,.:.•~u:~--~l ·~"--'' • I• 

II 
Your IIU&ill dnn~er I!( con~<cr,·atl!lm. 11:e whole tradition of 

the country 1~ agnin~t thr !'lrntlCr lundlrmlng ot n rcvolullonary 
Jlllrly. Advnnc(• tclngnnll Lhnt 11re out of the vncnbu1ney of the 
Amol'lenn proll'l:ttlnt. Aclvnnc~ th('lf'i with pnn~tlon. rcopla 
may' laugh. Ynu mmct lrnrn how to t.'lk'! that. If you Advancr. 
lhe 11lo~un~ pi·nrcrl~·. th('~' t'lln he unclri'!<lc•ocl, li not nrcc!IP:nrlly 
ucted upon nt nnl"c~, mul rmncmlJCrccl, hy thr mn11L haekwarrl 
wnl·ke1·~. cwc1 Wol'kl•i'li wholi!I"C ntver tnkrn parl In a political 
JU•rl}'· The ('~ploHinn or tht! C,J.O. nnd the arh·enturou1- polieh!ll 
of the h"lurgcoi,..ic ,how that the• !<lruclurl' uf American C:lll1ilal· 
i.:m i.~ undermined. 'l'h{' co:iRh ill not rrmjunctural hut. penna· 
nent. The prolrtnrinl IM orgonically reatl)' for the t'Ommunit't 
revolution, In tlli:1 e11oth of t'rl~e~< and wllrl' il-l' rc"olutionary· 
\'lolencc mn~· f'~plodc with lf'trlfie rapidity. You may ha\'O 
lt•n )'l'nr" to wnit fnr "!dory. Bt!gln now. The objl"cliw• l'ltu­
ntion d~mtmdM it. 

SHACHTMAN CANNOT ~NSWF.R 

From tl1l..- we drew certAin conclu~ion!l, both rooted In 
tht! nntional cil!l.racterirt!e.<: of tt)e Uniu-d Stutes. 

(1,) The rlccbh·l' p'llitical question in the Unitcd States ill 
thl'! nttit.ude toward!! the lnl1:)r burcRucrnc)'. We hn,·e rf'pratedly 
fRcetl Shnchtmnn with this qul"stion which he i11 unable to 
nn~>wer. Jloes the hackwP.rrlnt':•s o( the lRbor·buronucracy ex­
pre:ls t.he borkwarriness o! the American proletariat.'? Ot• is 
tho pl'Oletnriat wlut( Trotsky vla.h:rtcd it wu~, it.~ YE'\'t'lut_l~nRry 
tnstind£; llUP}ll'r.s!lcd, perver-ted nnii corrupted b}' th!l labor 
but·caucracy'? Natlon3l l1nl!lheVI!'im? Shnchtman cannot an· 
JH\'er for Earop.: bec:nu~e lu! C'Annot nnt~wcr for the United. 
St.ntc!l, Rus~· co\·erlng U)l the bankruptcy of his "dynamism," 
he insl~t..~ that 1.he._RUS$ln.n quc!ILioJI.,With 'tho att.lt-uclt~ toward 
lh' Stalinist plll·tlrt~, Is the i:cntru1 qm:l'tlon of 1111 JlOlit.lcll. Tho 
nue!ll ion goc11 dt't'!Jler thun t.hat. It b a quc.istlon uf the Rltiludr. 
to the proletnriu'l Ill• a whole. Tho paoudo-int.crnational111m b)' 
which Shachtmnn att.emptfi to bldto. hb bnnkntptc)' in tho United 
StuteR In •rulMUI'i!)• fnll'IC, nntl noWh"rc more thnn lry. tho 
United Stntc;;. It i,: not StaHnhcm which stifles tho revOlu­
tionary iMllr.ctr. o.l the AmcrlcR'n proletariat.. It la tho labor 
but·eaucrnc)'. 'l'ill! nltaek on th~ll\ should bo comprehcnfllve 
nnd all-etnhrnclng, theoretical a.nd. prneti(nl, mercllc~a without 
i\n;.- .eomprOml!'r> whal.!VCl', They tmd their I!UPltorters arc thl' 
J)la:n social iiUJ1rort of the bourgeol11 Ordt'r In the t 1nttcd 
Stntc~;, Thl"y nrr thu cncniics of the proiotnrlnn l'(!\'olut.ion. 
Not a line In the l'opular Jltl!l!'!l l:>ut. !thould i11ustrntc nnd excm· 
Jllif)' nnd hil'toricnlly and eonerelcl).• tench .this. Tho W.P. 
cannot undt'l'lltand thill at all. ll bl!licv'cs that to .-brin[r to tho' 
American prllletnrlnt the idCill' nnd method of snclul re\'Oltition 
i~ "!;cclarlnniilm." If It spent one-fifth of the energy a'nd !'Pace 
and nncly:;\s on the re\'Oiutlonary cxponure or the union 1eador­
llhlp thnt il spends' on Stn1lnilm1, it \Vould be{lin to _find thn 
right road. 

As we poi11t.erl out in our An1cric:an resolution, thu 
ntt.itudo of the \\'.P, to the labor bureaucracy ill no more than 
n repetition of. the :1ttllurle o( tho Mensbo\•iJo; to the Rusl'lan 
liberal bourgeoisie. 

We ha\'O point.ed out. to lhcrn i:t all way11 that t.hc American 
))roleturiat for hh;torical reu!IOnll has little lnt!orcz,;t in politics as 
such but this does not mean large lu)'orr. arc not ready for 
rc"olutionai'Y )lolltics. Its grcaitest social exporlcncca llo 
in )lroduetion. ·Bnckwurd as it is In politlc.ll in general, 
the clnsll·!ltrugg\c In production In the United Stnter reaehc.1 
a 'Pitc:h unknown in other countrict:, Tho American prCIIeta.rlut 
J.;; literally rc,·oltlng ugains~ tho very eondltlolltl of capitali11t. 
production itself. We emphasized In our American reaolutlon 
thnt tho basic presentation of the revolutionary doctrlno to the 
American workers will have to beoin h~ro. 

-. 
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IIOW 'l'I!F: WORKERS DRINK IVIIISKEY 
'l'lw W .11• hi t!S ·hliml to t.hh; U!! on I~· u ~lnrsi11t gnnc 

as:.ray cnn ht!. ·Onllh•cl nt its mn11s ll&it.atlonnl nJIJll'nl, it hn~o 
now bogu~1 OlnuthCI' lLJllll'O:Ich. As mny he cxpectt'd in the 
country which prodm•lod Jolm JJ"WC)', the w.r. "cducLlll·:.'' the 
work~1·s hy long thcorcti(•:ll l'XJ10>.!liul\ of lwmc ,,wl fort.•i~-:n 
iWliltics. 1'hcsl' u!·til')f',' nrc writtl'l' br intcllrctunls fn:· il~­
tcllrclu:tls. Rut the Amcfic:1n wvrkc1· j.-; not ;In iJJtcllectwll 1:nd 
h<' nbstlnntl'ly rrfu.~cN to be educated in thi:~ nlllnncr. Which is 
unly fu1·ther prco!' m th!! minds of th!! W.P, of hi:. "bul·kwurJ­
JH!1!!." 

or the weekly press in l!l39 T•·otsky wrote: 
"A:. it h, the Jlt!.PCl' is dl\'itlcd lln\OUJ' \'lll'iflUS wl'itcrl', 

cnch of whom i..; very good, !.Jut colkctl\'ely they tlu r.-.~t 
permit the worklll',; to pcnetrutc to tht Jlage,; of the Apjw:ll, 
Eat·h of them spenks fo•· the work<>rs (anti .~peak~ \'t'r)' 
well) but no!Judy will hc:11· the workers. In t<Pitc of 11~ 
liwrar)' Urilliunce, ~on ('e1·tuin dcn1·ec the Jlaper bt~comc;; a 
\'ictim of journalhaic routine.. You do not hear at all 
llow'the worker:; Jive, tight, cln:.h with the }lolicc or drink 
whiskey. It. is \'cry dcngcrous for the pnJler us n rc\'oJu. 
tionnry in,.;trument of thr pnrty. Tht> ta~k is not to m:.ku 
a pnpt!r through tJIC joint forccs of n !!killed editm·iul 
board but to encourage the workers to spcmk for th~m~ 
selves." (lit lJcfenRC of Mnrxillm, Jl. 112) 

After fi\'c years in the factories the Labor Action has hat! 
to turn back to n pnj>er writtf>n from the center ·in which ~he 

1 proletariat :is proletariat does not appear. 
The concept of the revolution :ts n living, devclotdng 

Pl'ocf!ss into which the perty rntm·:;, lending theoretically, h1 
beyond the W.P. At the Jlfay 1946 Convention we restated 
Trotsky's Jlosition· or 1938 de,·elopi!d in accordance with the 
world crisis and the clnss struggle of the U.S. in 1946. It is 
no~ with any p;rlde th~t we sO:y we had worked it out oul'~ 
selves in general before, ·by u lucky accident, tlm eonvcrJ~atlon:· 
came Into our hands, It :was during thf' period of the great 
<ltrlk.:s and i•e ·were ublc not only to take the nnnlysis :f'urtlo<'l' 
bu~ to place before the party the next stage of the r~volulionnry 
de\'elopment ·or the American proletnrint-the gcrierul st1·ike." 
Today the genCrnl strike is being pro}\oscd, crnvnssed and dill· 
cussed from ::me end of the world to the otht:!r. Tho ld11a oC it 
b bclug discussed and proPosed all through the American labor 
movement anrt the Amerlcnn. capitalist class. Precisely bc­
cnu!Ml it j;; ·r•olilicully unnrmeri, the Amerluan proletariat Is no\\' 
~eking a road thronib the nation·wide industrial stl'ike. !I'he 
24~hour general strike organized !rnm above i~ poles· rcmov~d 
from tl~e general strike, the· tumultuous upheaval out of the 
very depth:> ot' the proletariat, what Engels nntl Rosa Luxem­
burg umlerlltood tCl be almost' n nntl.lral cntaclysm. This cun 
within n few huurs niter !or good and ull the whole social rind 
political stru.cturr. of the countl·y. That a revolutionary in the 
United States can le:~.n back in his' chair, blowing se~:tnrinn 
smokc·rings and be absolutely ccrto.in that this js out of the 
<1ue:::tion ror .the United States in the period now ahead of us, 
i:; proof of backwardness indeed but the backwardness of 
th~ revolutionary, not of th£' proletariat. It is the \'ery Jloli­
tlf'nl impotence of the American pro!C!nrint, lllic the pOlitical 
impotence of the Russia~t prol<'tntiat in 1003 which is ,driving 
It In that direction. But the 24~hour gcnernl protest strike, 
organized from abo\·e, while in general of n quolltatively tlif· 
ferent nature !rom the other type, assumes an extraordinary 
~ignlflcunee in the Unltl.'d States today. If one of thes-3 Ill 

.-,~ 

""'""'l"llt cn"l"l nut, tl"n tl1l• b<-<omoo tho oure•t wny ]~~··: 
knill.ln& till' !•l·••l••lldut logt~thtor In llll uwr1 loqJtllclounnelll U:nti ~ 
thuM for••h1g llw roll!! f,) )lnlltlr11i net/on, All lhill tuu b OI'C!Gk ;. ~ 
lo IIIII' prnclit'llli~L, nf tim W.l', 1'hr).' ('UniWt ('mh~~tk UjlOtl a:·~,:-:. 
romprcltCllAh'll progrtl:n or JH'It!C!lltilln rtiucatlcn. Thty !ihrlhk :;;.~~ 
with lf't'l'or t\l tlw JH'o,,,,..,.l ,,r th<' J•rnlt·tnriill doing anything ·~--' 
wlth,oul tlwtn. Th<'Y .on•·cr nt the lliuurit>·'.- cll!ar ftn!l tlrm -;,-.; ·, 
althudc nu tl•c gc!Jf'ra! )(trike. WhNI driH·n to th~ .11lognn 'l~' 
t!Jf')' )JUt it fonmr•l n~. u nuknd rnnn tliJin hi>~ 100 in lee-cold :·\: 
wulc1', :.ntl l'nd "'itlt till' fullowlnJ;". "• 

"Now W(' ur~ ouly mnrklng tinlf', :•r tlolng a sldt~ 
.•tr1uld!c hnJJ. Tlwru nr<> wnrkcr.s who th!nk.Lhut lnbor 

1
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!1:u. !Jerome liiY!d 11ut loy ~trikl!l'. J'crhnpN IMJ, llut we cun 
n-cur (IUt.-..!h·~,.; out jumping up uwJ down in ant phu .. 't! 
otL·o. Tile capitulist lw.~~e.c; think thoy hnvc J11bor llckC"tl. 
\\'c knr..w thai is uot huc, but we've got to t.huw L!Jer.t that 
it i;; ll'Jt tru1:, \\'e'\'e got to do sc,mcthir,s ul;out. this unti· 
J.1hor· bill. J..ubor can dd'ent this bill. ' Thnt b a JittlCI' 
>Dtll!•Lh!ng; not l'nougiJ, but it is somellting." (Lnbor Ac~lon, 
:'ol:ty 12, Hl-17) 

A littll' ."omt!thing; not £•nou6h, but something. 
On l.lvcry question it is the !:June. On~ of 'frot.'~ky'.5 grcakist . 

contribUtions to the America:-. party wa..s his in:dstence for' 
o\·rr tt>n )'<'al'i> on t.hc need to adapt the Leninist policy 
natiom1l quc,;;tion to lhll' Negro problem in the United 

The Amt'rican comrndcs resistM or -gnve an '"~~~~:~~:.=~~~~~ 
wu~ worse tlu.n resistur,ce. Fin.olly, in lt!30 undt.!r 
cerrfuJl;Upawisil•U u I•ulicY was ndopted. As if by 
111.1 soon~,· did the· j\Jinorit}' !IJllit than Cuolldg;,.,--;;,t,;;~~ 
the position ndoptcJ. 1\lmo,;t unanimou!!IY in the 
Stu~ !Jy. :o:tng~ the position· was abandoned, 
the mo,;;t 1gnornnt und unscrulnli'JIIS attacks 
r.nst of the dillcussloml'iu (IUr.m~vrmtiiJ'. 'anti our P.'~'"'"':'"'!'.'.;; 
tlon.. The l\Iiuority fought Jn \·nln to

1 
fitcm this 

,;ua Is .thnt the party t~ay Is I~ n ma,..f ot un>boill'"lnb•lo 
fu:Jlon un n questlon:which in the United States :litantls 
onlr to thU basic conllict bclween thc bnurgeolsle-nnd 
Irtnrlnt ft~el!, be~ides IJeinJ; o! world~wldc: lmportar:cf:, 
the NegrO IJIIC:stion Is Jl:ltt o£ the national quC:ltlon Jn 
Marxist. srmso of the term, thllt Le1lfn nild · and 
eal'ly Communist lntr.rnatlnnnl rnnrle lnvnluabk '""''"b•IJ~•:t~; 
.thl! qucstlvn thilt arc indispensable for the 
part~. this iR A TTiatt!"r :!or ::noel'!> .o;,\! jc.;;.:. idtd lou•hi•,r'';i 
the vJ.P. · 

Tho W.P, hns gontJ to the proletariat. ha·r worki!d 
hns, gaind noL'ting bllt disappointment anti dlsHiusionrroont 
cannot understnnd why. Tro~ky suw .the ncceas:ty of 
}Jctty-bourgt~ois boys and 'gjr(s turning to' the· '1\"orkerll. Uu 
ubsolutely 1 mistaken in his- belie! that thu w.P. ·dia nnt 
to do that. They wanted to. Th(.y did it. jJut 

failed hopelessly b'ecnusc they ucgleclel~~·~•r.d:i:;;~~~r::~~~·-~ his Jnslstence -on the Jlighest tbeoretlcal 
cadres, When thil'l balunce·shect was · 
was intended primarily for the cadres of 
members of t6e W.P, and ·tho cduc:1.tlon of the 
tl1e American experience. But Marx saltl or the nationol 
glto or the prolctnl'b.t, It is· nntionnl Jn form only. 
lie\'ers in "the democratic illusion:~" of the masses, the ·-···••··•· 
renlf.;;tlc. ones who oppose the ''sectnrinnbnt" ar:d 
revolutionlsm" of the internutlonal leil.dershiJI co1n ace 

,decline of the W.P. theft own lncxornblc fate unleaa 
change their course. 

Y. The Organizational Cj)ues!ion 
(a) Opportunism in General these !dens. It Is the founder or Bolsltevim. him!'elf wlto 

ed out thnt the concept of the party was drawn from 
production .. It Is nnt Trolsky wl1o introduced the iden of class into 

sorlous orgunfzntlonal questions:. Our movemer.t is built on 

.-..... - ...... ·-~-· 

"It Js precisely Mnnt.isrn, as the ideology o! the 

,_ 
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tnrlnt trained l:y c:lpiluli!Orn1 thnt. ltn:i lll~n tl.'llching un­
lllablc Jnt.clJuctunls \O,d)lltlnguit~h b~\WI!CII the fllt'OI'Y U!l Ull 
Instrument of cxploitntion (d!sclpllnc bnsed on till' !clll' cof 
sturva.tinn) nnd 1111 n fn~lol' in orgnnilmtion (dlsdplino lmsctl 
on collccth•e wprk, unltetl under conditions o( technically 
highly developed production). Tho di:;dpllnc nnd organiza· 
tlon, which It it~ so difficult. for the hou1·gcuis intcllcdunl 
to ncqulr~, nrc cal>H:r acquh·cd ·by the pr.:>lctarian )Jtcdscl:,.• 

because of the factory 'scl:col' he goeJ> througlt, llortn\ 
f::11.r of this school aut! eompletf! Inability tu undcl'sland ibt 
importance us an OI1Ptn!ZinJt force nrc charndcdstlc o( 
w1ws of thinking which reflect a pctty-bourbrcui~; modll of 
llfP.." (Lenin, St'lccled Works, Vol. 11, p. ~42) 

In IUO:J, l!ccording to Lenin, ho~tility to a firm centralized 
rti!9Ci]JIInc exil'led in e\'cl'y Sociui-Democratic Purty in Euro]Je 
and was chnrnct<>ri.~tic of it!{ opportuniJ<t wing. DuL op]Jorhm· 
hm hn;; not onl:; n sociul bnsc, u political orientntion, and un 
organizntional thL'Ory. It has a logical incthod of it.;; owro. 
You cnnnot 11in OJlJlOl"tunisl~ down to anything. 

"When SJJcnking of fighting oppol'tunism, there is 11 
charact~ristir. feature Qf present-day opportunism in C\'el'Y 
Mphere that. mu>.t never be overlooked: this ill it.;; vuguencl!s, 
its diffmumcss, iLc; elu><iwmer;s, The very nature of tho 
opportunist Is such that he will always try to a\·oid formu­
lating the issue clearly and irrevocably; he will always try 
to find the resultAnt force, will always wrigs:tle like a ~nake 
·between two mutually excluding points• of view, he will 
try to 'llgree' with both and reduce his difference of opinion 
to slight amendments, doubt:;, innocently good. intentbnd, 
etc., etc. (Selected Works, Vol. II, p. 4:i5.) 

Who d~~ not ~co:.,rnize Sharhtm!ln to the 11(•! 7 A pPrpC!tunl 
obeisanL'C before abstract principles, serving the same JlUrpnsc 

· ns £. priest'.11 cassock, estn:bllshlng orthodoxy. But imm~· 
lately afterwcmi,; n l'eservation for the pnt·tlcular case ut ltand 
which hnppens alwnys to .be .:.bsolutely unique. 

And finnlly there are the. }lsychologlcal b-aits o! opportun-
ism. ' · · 

"In .:lose psychological connection wiU{ their hatred of 
discipline there is nn Incessant, wltining :Jote'of dlsgruntlell· 

, 'VlCS!;', which can ·be detected in all the W1·itlngs o! nil con· 
temporary opportunists in general, and of our minority in 
p~rticular. The)' are always 'being persecuted, restrictud, 
kleked out, besieged' and bullicJ." (Selected Works, Voi.II, 
}Jo 457) I 

The '_ W.P. ?alajority was always b~.>lng persecuted, and 
bullled by the Johnson·Forcst :1\linorlty. We mortally llffcnded 
them ·b:,.· our method o! showinR' thmn the -real slgni!iclincc o! 
their :r.fe:.t.cluovik ideas. Th~y complained bitter!)·. If, they 
said, the policy you nscribe to us is really ours, then you should 
1nOve to expel us,· We mortally offended them by "repenting 
.elementary truths which everyone hll!! known for one hundred 
,.~rS-~' Alas!· Lenin notes thnt the •Bundl!!ts were "offended," 
Martov and Ax~lrod· were ,"off<indcd" because "they · w~re 
falsely accused o! opportunism." 

Atld the end? SaYs Lenin of all these offcmded ones: 
"Quantity was transfnrmod into Quullty. The negation 

was negated. All the offended forb>Ot thr.lr mutual !!IIUUb· 
·ble.c;, fell weaping into each other's arms and raised the 
banner of ru\·olt. u~rninst Leninism." 

Look at those in the United States ofi'ended today! Bureau­
cratic Collectivist;; and State·Capltallsts, Workers' Staters und 
the· can't·deciders, those !or whom the objective revolutiot1ary 
situation is decish•e and those for whom it is not, all have in 
comman, 'that the)' have been 10mortally offended" by Cannon, 
and 3re ba.nded tov.ther under the banner of 11nnti-'Cannonlsm." 

They want, abo\'e nil, 11freedom o! criticism." Long before 
1903, Lenin, att:rcking the Economists, observed: 

"The case of thf' Russian Social Domocrnts strlldngl)• 
illu:~trt:.tcs the ft:.ct obrcn·cd in the whole of .Europe , •. 
Lhat the notorious freedom of criticism implies not the 
substitution of one theory for another but ftel!dom from 
amy complete and thought-out theory: ti Implies cclecticlam 
and abqence o! principle." 

'l'here is nQ need to draw the 11trlng, 
When Trotsky denounced tho Minority in 1940 v.s petty· 

13 
lwlll'geols he w:1s mot im•enting anything. ,Jle wna obsol'\'lng 
the !lylllplOmll of a cht!HI allen lo tht! prolcttu·lut-· the rudicul 
pctty·lJOtlrgeoisle. All this i11 A.D.G. or our movement. 
The W.l'. will nr.\'C'r he nh\e to OXJllnln, it has nc,·cr asked why 
~'-'' mnn~· of it.s ha.~ic charactr.ristle.'l, ita \'f'ry phraseology, f\t 
without the slightc:;t ner.d for adjustmrmt into tho pettS·bour· 
fiNis pottcrn of -10 years ago. 

(b) Opportunism in the American Movement 
Bnl if opportu:1ism ht:.~ Cl•rtain general orgnnizntlonal 

churncleristic~, u ('oncl"(!te nnolycis nlv;:,ys !'how:; tltr.m in a 
,.:pcci!icully nutirmnl form. II. w;uc, in fad, the \'CI'f national 
<'c-.ncn·tcne . .;,; of Lenin, in rcspon.c to the m:tional cireumHtnnces 
of Hn)i•:ia that Jll'iJjcctt'd him into tlw leudcr!lhip or world Bol· 
,:hovi<~Jn, 

"Of counw, the r•utionul ploculinritie,;;; or tho indi.,.ldual 
rmrtlc,; ancl llv~ different J•Oiitic:cl coltditiom• in the different 
countries will lcn\'c their imftl't'SS und mnkc GcrmDn oppor· 
tunlsm unlike Pn•nch OflJ)I)ttunism }'rench opportunism un· 
like Itlalian opportunbnt and Italian OPJ!IIrtunism unlike 
Ru~siun opportunism." (S,•lct:ted Work;:, vo!. II, Jl 454) 

Iu Rusllin, Dolshc\·ism had tQ attack Nnrodnism, Econom· 
bm, Menshevl.!:m, ~lnehism, current!! in the unti-Tsnrlst move­
ment. !t• thr;> United Stnteil the proletul'iul. is ap)lroaching the 
struggle for the <'onqut>st of Jlowr.r without having created or 
stimulated in thC petty·bou1·gcOisie o:- tlw intellcctuuls any sort 
of ideology of ib own. 'l'he dominant iduology i.'i bourgeois 
ideology, 'l'h!s is not wholly .n disadvantage, not at all, ·but it 
po:<es specific tn~ka for the American Part-y. ,Tu!lt as 'the 
Ametican pl'oletariat nj1proaches tho proletnriun re\•olution 
dil·ectly, so diaiL>ctlcal maWrialism in the U.S. ha)i r.othlng be­
twl'l!n it. nnd the petty-bourgL'(Iis adaptation o! Prngmaib::m. 
-conv~nely in.U1e United ·smws tlll easy slip in tlw party from 
n re\'olutionnry ideology to unadulterated pragmatism is a 
con=!.nnt menz.ec. HCnce Trotsky's pressure ior as broad and as 
comprehensi\'e a prngram a!l po;,!lible of· education in the 
dialectic and nil. its mnnl!old phase.~. 

Let us now exnmine the W.P. n.<~ It is today, ln t.ho W.P: 
you can jump from polltlcl!-1 position to political position on all 
Iundnmcntnl, questions, baRing YOurself on Trot.~ky's program 
in general and yet. proving that· Trotoky was wrong or "pre-­
dictt:d'' lul!lelY on all the fundamental issues of the dn1o•. b 
th·e pt•es.c;, ]JUbllc or Internal, the most diVer£~ oPinions ate ~i· 
pressed under the general umbrella of "anti·Cnnnonie:m" and 
"anti.Johnsor.ism." Nobody ca1es Jlarticularly. But take care 
to be "honest" and 4'sincr.re." Yflu enn.evade a political issue 
like the theory of retrog1;~ssion.for three year;;, allowing i~ to 
run riot :;n the press and averring thc.t it is, it is not, ;it Iii thP 
party position lntet·minably. You can D.buse the Fourth Intel'• 
nntlonal like a fishwife, then say it is the only ho11e t'.nd· the:~ 
ilbuse it ngnin. So long ns you nrc Hhonust." · 

Shachtman who has learned this sincerity cult na he 
learns everything else, now has made h1s very Own whnt we 
may cnll "dlshone:!ty cxpnsed by stolen letter.!." He dlsco\'crs 
ol' ·ha,; rer.cl\'ed a letter from Eu1·ope which "exposes" the 
S.W.l'. lie dlsro\·erB ot·- has recci\'cd a letter from Europe 
which uexposes" what Johnson renlly ljnid to St.Wn. At t:he 
next meeting of th&. P.C., ho announces tha~ he has got hold 
of n letter uwrltten to flvo people only'' by Cannon which will 
fully .uexpo!le'' wh~· Johnson went on tour. ·He will 11expose" 
the secret cancu:t docun1ents o! the Johnson-Forest :Minority. 
Every exposure of the usc o! the :nails for dishonest purposes 
fmplle~ of eourl>e ~e honclty nnd vigilance in the public: 'llr'cal 
o! the detecth·e. The comradt's lup up this Information, take 
I!. seriou.lll)•, nod their head,;, and believe thnt they nro building 
n renl honest ·Bolshevik Party. It ill nothing but tho gossiping 
m~.>thod of n ellque elevated to a political method, Shachtman, • 
when it suits ·him, wlll drop thta now JJolshovJam aa r.atd!y Ill he 
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has cmbrnecd it. Rut the membership Is hclplru-s bdotc it. ln 
"The Wro:.g Rond" S!lnchtmnn cnlls for a ''high maximum of 
!rankness nnd mutual understanding." Impeccnblc ,;cnt.imcntl 
Presumnhly it is in puf.suit of thi,. high mnxlmum of undcr­
standtng that he so frnrikly st'llks nil sources of Information. 
But It is not. ~.mty tl1c W.P. leadership which is ~oruilty of thif', 
The tt:!al high pric:;t cf thh· new politics is not Shnchtmnn but 
Goldman, wh.J brought it fully dcvl'llopcd from the S.W.P. 
Not only thut. It. is J1C'W being recommflnded to the political 
world. Thi~< i.~ Shachtnum coneluding hi:: "Two Linen en 
Unity": 

"Right and duty coincide here. But. thlt; duty cannot 
bfl dhot'hargl'd n~ It t~hould he If thf're is double-dealing, 
duplicity, cont'l'almt-nt, I'Upcr-<liplop-uu:y, I'Cli·supJlfi;'Aion 
or ~urprf'l'):ion by other:-:. lt can only ~ done ·by the 
method we ha''" t~erupulously followed-open, hone!'t ~tnd 
full dc.\'clopm~nt. of political po11ltions

1 
prel'entatton of 

political Jlo,.:ltion:<, confrontation of pollttru.l posltiom:." 
The whole internatil'lllRI prolcturiat is a::kcd to rollov.· thl:-: 

cxamplr, 
"Jt i:< a method to be recommended not on!~· to John:•on 

but to the movement all over the world." 
Trot.<:k:r ha!O JK!inted out thut what the American_ prolt=tar· 

iat needs l11 fiocial thinking,- The W.P. no doubt will agree 
with thiP- a;; it does ,with whoever points out what the pr(llc· 
tar:lat lacks. Rut where the proletariat docs -not tl-tink socially, 
few do, and the revolutionary party- can continue to do Ro 
only hy Um mo~t 1igid Yigilanrc and conccntr:1t!on. 'fhc W.P. 
has made a cult of the analy;-~111 of individual politlra_J fi8urc~ 
and not in!r(l{)uentl)r. in pFychO:.analyLic terms, Rife Jn the 
party is the indh·idual interpretation oC why this or that lender 
or supporter of n political tendency has the politienJ ldws t:h:~ot 
he hat:. So fur has this gone that its social roots alone can 
explain it._ 

THE AMERICAN SOCIAl. ENVIRONMENT 
NOwhere in the w~rld it: the doctrine of shcial equality ~o 

much a matter ,;f both theory nnd practice as among tho people 
of the United State~. Yet the basic churncterlstlcs of AmeriCan 
houi-geoiH political life hn\'e heeri the emphasis on fndh·Jdnal 
lendcrhhip and the oi'gnnf:tational Inertia and pasl'lh·lty of the 
m:tsset;; The firnt has been the product of -the second and theY 
ha,·e set the pattern of political' tho11ght und social and PO· 
litical action. · 

A rcc:ent publicuiion puts in summary form what ·can be 
read In the writings of all expcJ·Icnccd ~:~bser\'Crs. Liberty, 
e"qualltr, indlvidua!lsm nrc the bnslc tenets of the American 
creed. Yet the American people associate changt'S with Jndi­
\'hluals. Snciul mo\'cmcnts nro rarely looked upon as the outconu~ 
of broad trends and deep forces. Trotsky cxp~ssed thn same 
when he defined·the great need of the Amr.rican prolt~tatiat afi 
the need to leam social thinking. But u· you do not think 
l:loclally,·you think In terms of 'isms," oC religion, or of dynamic 
ii\divlduals. This conception of. lcudershlp• Is looked upon M 110 · 

naturnl thnt. the Americans do not reallsc that it. it> a 11pcciftcnlly 
American characteristic. Jt h:t as11umed in tho United StateG thut 
in C\'Cry group there ure learJ~r1-1 who control the attitudes oC 
the group. (Aro our &nti-Cann~nitctt beginning to Ceel. uncom-
fortable'!) · 

The cause of this is the historic inertia and inartlculatcnost> 
of the ntW!ses. "Sclf.generatlng, Melf·dlscipllnr.d, organized peo· 
ple'11 mo\'cmcut:~" arc, comparatively 11peaklng, abs<!nt from tho 
American -}JiPtorlcnl r~<!ord. Tho mal:ll:ICS hnvc fou,ght fierecly 
when the situation needed It, and mD1111 mo\'emcnb hav(' porn~ 
tlmcM· nrhiCil with Npr.rd but hu\'c gcncf.nlly always died down. 

~!cas to IUl)', thiR conception of leadership has nothing 
in common with thu Fasclt~t conception ot leadership which 
JJ a rejection of bout·geols democracy. The .. \merican con· 
coptlon ia an expreul•;m of -it. 

,.}.;11l 
·:!I 

Jo;wm In the! labor mo\'cmcut today, there Js a prcvalencO ·o_r,~~· 
hlf.fhly paid Eullaried organlzcr11 with the rclatl\'c unlmp.ortnnt'l ··,:· 
of the 1\'orkerl' lhcmaelvell. The worker11 rarely elect roprcsont,a.;. · 
th•es from their ranks to CcngrcNl:l, atute lcglslntures tlr city 1

.' 

councils. · .. :~ 

THE AMERICAN LEADER CUI.T .-~ 
TheHc pattern11 uro cxcmpllftcd in American politics and ·;?~ 

throughout tllc whole social ~;tructurc. In Northcnt Europe and .~fl.·_;! 
Britain in purticnlnr, policy-making is spread among committees, ~ 
cltizem;' boards, etc. which wid!!n mas.; partfclpation, making ·:

1
t:.\ 

polltirs more anonymous and lel:lll dnpcndent on outstanding _,.- \ 
leadership. In the United .States it is centraiJzrd in the offices , ;)'..(·\ 
of salalicd fu;Jctionarie:::. Rull'rs of other states have had in ·1·.~ petit times the cn'lrmous powerH oC the President of the United 
States. He. however has kept them, w],ol't'as in other democratic . _:,-~: .. , 
:;tates they ha.,•c bern stcadil)' whittled down. But. while on the 
one hand thJa h1 an exprPlH•ion and reinCorcement of the tendency 
to · 1dlvidu:rl leati~!"t'hip, the equally powerful American se11ti· 
ment fer democracy and equ:rllt.y e."<presres itseli in the ultimate 
controiK hf'ing in the hands of the_ maS!Ics-they cl~ct the Pre:>i· 
dent thP.mselves and by means of referendums and direct voting 
on important offices, seek to keep a check on their leaders. 

American political parties do not reflect the interests and 
ideals of the large masses oC the electorate and therefore the · 
tendency ie !or rleetions. to be -!ought more o\'er · 
than o\·er programs. - ' 

FloWhlR' from thL~ gcnernt liLrucLure there Allrc~01~~~~::~::: ; cbnracter!Stica. There it~ a wide pubUc Interc.st Jn.: 
_and Jn 11'nort-.run developments in go~ernment 
The politic:nl teftders are exposed to a ruthlo;SS glare 
and the criticism of Opponents. Thftrc is a constant 
the part _nf line I!Ct of leaden~ to rliMCJ-edit other 

;lerl'pect\\'c Jn politics ,and bu:ilness centcrii, •;•rl~:~:~~~r,;: 
aMund ar.tual happening!~', ;~·et~tcrday, today and 
"What cttcct., wlll this minor event lla\·e? What (lne 
behind what other _per11on 1 What idea· lias caught 
Another important obser\·aUim is tht' following. If an oodl''"'' '' 
Ameriean ·faces a difficult situalioti he ref:orts "to 

rec:olllmendatiQns, 
41

educztion" and "lcadershipp;'~'-~~:~~~~.1 is Jess o! a con~;cfous Ideological principle than of 
appruncl1 t.o thmm actl\'ltlel:l which require the 
many fndlvidu&.Js." · · 

, Th-'3 above, almost In hit~ own word:-:, is ~he analyt1~81. 
mary of n t~arncfi and experienced European oblU!l'\'er' 

_ Anleiican social and political scene; an analysis i·hlch-hc 
indl!!pcnsahle ns a prclhnlnary to the first l'crlous nnatyals 
made In the United Stute.i of thil Negro qu~stlon. 

It Is to the credit of M~·ninl that he undcrstand!i', to a 
rtimarka!>le !or .a bourgerllt~, that thlll pattern Is 

toricZJt and will be broken. He notc11 (p, 1941<4:;>,:•:h::•:,~:~{~!~'';~,~ .. ~ 
the class line:~ and the growing cultural 11 
mnt~!l. ln thill matter he is not too far hchlnd some of 
penetrating and significant obscnatlons oC Engcl11 and 
Hk)•, He expect..~ the masses to 11ccomo nctl·:e. :md ar!Jcutlato. 
nnd. ·whrn lt comes, it.iN de11tined .t.o l't!mal:o tho 
and H(lCil!l liCe oC Amc.rlca." Thil:l Is true, more true 
knows CJr can dream of. Dut, for him, Jn .J!J44,,therc 
t~lgnH oC this ynt. The American rrolctarlat for him is 
ward. Which i11 ouo reason why.fn spite uf many extr~c·"~nar:(.' 
\'alunblc ·pagea on the Negro question, he comos 
p"o!Jtlcal ccnclur.luns. Ne\·erthele~ts ho gl\'cil an 

rnnry report oC the specific nRtional hlcology o( ~ho ;~~~~~~:m 
nation. Precisely bccauHe American Is what it iH, with no 
Dcmocrntic purty, the pott~··boutgt~olslo Is ridden with 
prejudices. . 1 

~nnar .Myrclnl: An American Dilemma. 

~ .. : 
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\\·. '1'.:~ fight. thr.sc J•N·jutllceP nol~;w,·i~m must know them, 
muo~t know their thcoreti..ml !'outs, must consclou~ly oJ•Jm~;u 

! them, But It cnnnnt clto thl11 tiiiiCllUI it oposc:. to them, conscinusly, 
i tho nwolutlonnr~· prolctnrlnt nntl its \\'tmpon, the dlnlcctiC. Th~ 

re\·ulutiono.ry prolctarint iH u partirulnr countt)'• Gcnnnn, 
Fl'C wh, Ru:l::iun. dc\'t•lnJlS w•ne~·:•l Jli'O]etnrillll clmrut•leristit'l'. 
nut it inherit!' nntl takt•<~ o\'('1', nlung with mnny of the vice::, 
thl) best IJUUiitics of t:u• nati.m l•l which it la~longs, l',g,, in 
Gcr .. umy, the theo!-cth:n! !ll!ri~age. It c:.~•mot help this. 'fhe:;c 
qunlitic:.~ nrc t-•trt o( the 1111tiou, t.ht'ir presence (nml the absence 
of others) nre the rc.~ult of pr-Jfound historical cnuscF. They 
pn~•s into all 11spccts of the lif~. nction and thought of tlw 
nation, As the political cril:i:; nppronchcs they nrc u!iually m!l.­
uiJIUiuted hy lhe cxhau:-;tC"d lmurJ.,-eoisic for whttl cnu only he 
rcnctlonnry purpo~c11. 'l'hc I'C\'olutionury prol!!tnriut from it.; 
vcr)' Jm~ilion in soclcty mukef> a highly progrcssi\'1.' usl' of the 
JI05ith·c (jUI!iil!cs nntJ tl'nds to discurJ the negnti\•c, 'fhc fc\'O)U-

tionary theorist consciously does the same. . 
Nor does this happen nl) on the tluy uf the rc\•olution. The 

p1·olct.nrint in ccuselNs con1li:t; ·with t.hc bourgeoisie tends, 
C8pcdully at critical pel'iud~. ~o bccom<' increasingly coiii;cious 
of itJ;elf nnd its own methods, thinking workers first, and in· 
crcnliing la}'Cnt nfterwnrds. Trotsky's reiternted statement in 
19'0 that; the proleturint tends instinctively to understand the 
dialectic is sneered nt, nnd yet unless the vangUard understands 

,and believes this, it not. onlr cnnnut teach the proletntint hut 
·~·c!umot !enrn. Contrary to what l\f)•rtlal thinki, the proletariut 
, h:a11 :!lrendy "matlc the inltinl ster. of brCaking with the bour­
gcoi~ .past." T!Jit.t Ht<'Jl \\'U!l thl! (ll'gnuh:ntiun of thQ C.l.O. 

i 
l 
( ,, 

, 1'1lE PI!OLETARIAT BREAKS THE TRADITION 
The prolc~nriat here broke.-th(> tradition of mass pus!>h·lty 

and inertia with tt!nHiC powe·l'. It combined the. trndltion· of 
Indivldu:-al !:mder11hlp with its own crentfvc mn~s activity jn .one L·, '' · oC the most ru;tonishlng proletnrinn moveme1obt of mo'dcria tln1C.1. 

f: For Trotsky this \vo11 no mere · org-Jnizatlon of nn indu:~triul 

1 ~ •.. :' union. For h{m it wns the bn~is of the Transitional Progi-am 
1 uu n wo1·ld flcule. In tho Founding Theses of 11.138 he wr<ltc1 
1 .... _. · , "Tim. unprecndentetl w.n\·c of sit-down strikeR and the amnz· 
(·. :· lngly rnpld growth of industrial unioni~>m in the United Stutes 
h:.;"' (the CIO) !11 mo~t. imli"Jmtn'hh! e:'f{lt<'~llinn of the in,otinr.tiv~ 
•. <·,:-.· :.~trh·ing of the Amerlenu W(ltkel'l! to ral~o theml'ielves to the 

lu1·e! · of the tasks imposed on them by history_" <rouudlr.g 
Cunf~rcnce p .. 17.) These were not mechnnlcal , rheto1·· 
leal, ()I' pns~hog words. Toduy the UA W, tho vanguard of the 
CIO is n th:mocrntlc union,. tlae vnngnnn! of 'de:nocritcr in the 
United States, produCt of the automobile Industry nnd tho prn- , 

., 
letarit1;n aduptntlon of the American clcmocrntic tradition. It J,; 
a soelnl force of imm~n::.~ significance and power, John L. LewiN 

· ifl' a re)Jl'ellenlnth•c of Amcricun lnbQr within the old American 
·'tradition. The slgnificnnt Arnerlcnn Jabur lender h: Walter Reu­

\:. . ther and the rnngc'and depth of hlR.ncth'ities and pronounce­
. ··.: ments nm n tin:.• mlrt·or of thl! forces unloosed in 1036 which rJre r .- .·:··· stendlly gestating another tremendous ('IUthursl. !Reuther 

lE!&dll nothing, he is n pupJIUt puMhcd from behind. The Incredible 
'ferocities or the factional Htrugglcs In the UA W nrc no met-e 
struggle for power wnun_g ambitious londet;s and greedy poli­
tical groupings but nrc a reflection o( the .social tl'lnsionH in thl! 
country. Thr.y al't' corrupted nnri di~torted by trndltlonnl refnl1n· 
iSm at thie stage of it:1 development und by Stalinism. Dut here 
during the last ten yenm, the proletarian drivo against Amtll'i­
cati' cupltulhm1 nnd u.ll its potty bourgflois prngmutlc )lrJ$udlc~>~ 

r--.::.. aN struggling for CXIJNlll!lion. It ill u lnrgP. umi difllcult themv, 

lr._'.·.-~:,, · but only U llnrxlat of tho IIIO&L pillnblc c-h1u·ucter can fall to" 
. see that the. bnltlo Is ah·cad>•- Joined between the traditlonul 

J• ,. · Unitert States nnd the new. [,6' . Now which sl•lo In thiR •lgnntlc conflict "'" the W.P, '" 

j:·if, ., ' 
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un or.~tnnh::ution I'CJli'C~enL '! T_o n11k the CJUI!Ktion ik to nn11wer it. 
It rcprcsent.s the 1\'0l'Ht prcjudiccN of the Arnericun petty-boul·­
geois idcolOb"Y which the proll:tarint, moving to the revolution, 
is trying to z.;huka off. Purtic!llarl~· :~lncc 1046 the W.P. repre­
sents nn adapt.ctlon of Dolshevism to the ldras of the American 
pel1.y-boua·geobiC". A:. nlwn;,o~ t.ht trend cnn be seen bl!~t In it:-~ 

moxt c:drcmC" represcntath'eH, in this CU!!C1 Durnhnm Ulltl J\ln~· 
dounld. 1'hey brol:~ mnst. ~:~harply with .\mcrir:nn bourg('oi~ 
:;ociel~·. 'l'hey ir.lentiflcd t.hemsch·cfi mOst. closely wltli tlw Trot­
!:kyi:!t, not the St.alini~:t movement. They ha"'e shown tlu! grent· 
e<~t rcl'iiNtallCI! to the re-acceptance of trmlitionnl hourJ.,-eois 
society. They do not live In n vn~uum, Tht!y ore sir,nJ)o~1:-:. And 
\·~tT imporlnnt signpoSL'l •. 

BURNHAM AND MACDONALD-TWIN POJ,ES 
Hurnh:nn i.i tht• mnrc important. ·The Americnn r.~nctiutt 

ugnin~t the Amel'irltn preoccupntlc.n whh the dyunmie indi­
\'idl.lnl (Founding l·athers etc.) hns tnkcn n speciflcnl!y Arileri­
cun form oi economic detl!mlinl$1m, It. ho~ hud enOrmous pcda­
Jrogical influence in the United Stntc:; tht·ou,gh the work of 
Chnrlc~ und Mnry Beard. The young !-!Chon! oC sodologisb also 
prnctice I~ This et.~onumic determinism talk! nbout "cl!l.:>S strug­
gle and econo:~mfe fllrce~" but it is blind to the erentlve forces 
of n sod&l cln~s nnd above nil the creative force of the pro· 
lctnrint. Burnham may or may not h:l\'e r.lung to n soft bour· 
geois enVironmQnl:. But all ti1is is neither \'en• profitable nor, 
to tell the truth, very tnterer.tlng. Whnt Is illiiJOrtant I:~ titat he 
is a very typical representiltlve of thh> new Mociologicnl ~chool. 
H'l.! curries the determinil'lt analysis to ib logical conclusion (man. 
ngerlal sOeiet)'). It is "n lmpQsslble position for Un Aml.!ricnn 
r~ulical to stu;' tn. Fo.cetl with the threat or' Stullniflm, thiN l;t=p· 
rt!sentntlve of· American indh'iduaUsm nnd the American de"mo­
t'l':ttic trnd!tion (1\;hlch is not the' same thing as the Britl~1t 
poulfnmentnry democratic tradition) abandons all his ideas and 
1 unN back to American Jmperialbm. We llave nlrcndy ·dealt with 
lhut, .but it is by the analysis of Bumh~in as a 'spcciftcully 
. ..\.m~rican phenoinenou that the vi.P. c:sn lil:e. the social roo.tll 
11i Ito; B\lti·St.ltlnlsm. This w!ll enable Jt to underntnnd the 
appnrent,.ln!lensith•cness of uti other contemporary BolsheVik ' 
tendencieS, e.g., the .French .Majority, to its hurrifying Wainh1gs. 

Bnrnhnm IR onP. re11aJ1t or the IIOI.'lnl f~:~rcr!l piaylilg upon dte 
W.f'. Macdonald i!J anuther :dg~'lifi.cant ·symboi: Mncdori.nld, 'abo 
cx-Trotskyitct, also unable to reconcile himself wi~ AmeriCan 
capltnlism, hM ilnnliy found religion-"ThC Rr.rot Js Man," t.'te 
moral worth of !he lndividunl. Mncdonnld'!l ab'sunJfties are not 
n matter for laughter. H~· hru; 'tui-nerl back to the p:~st of th8 
nntion end n very important aspect of 'Its present. Those pOll~ 
ticu) ftguteR who ha\'1! captured the imngfnation of the American 
people during the post-1929 years havo all presented them­
selves to the nation In moral term11. Franklin RooJiovelt wJll ·be 
known ns the nrchltect of the "NeW Dent" and the "Four Frtle· 
doms" and the "Good Neighbor Polley" and the "Quarantine of 
the Aggressor." Let the political psycho-analyJ~ll:ita stop analys­
ing peOple'~! souls nnd begin to analyse ·political phenomen11. 
instead. They '\\-ill flnd that not another Europenn country'can 
l'ihow n recent pQllt!cnl hinder who presented himself to th11 
unt!on' in these t(.>rms. Henry Wallnco is second only to Roos~ 
,·r.lt In ma!ls popular appeal nnd his popular Impact iS that of 
a morality which frankly ·artproaches mysticism. Eleanor Roose­
velt is the socrat worker carried to the Hegelian absolute. The 
mout dangerous Fascist JeGder was a· prles£.-coughlln-wlth 
his slogan o! "Social Justice." The outstanding labor lender Jn 
populHr stmtim1.111t is John L. Lawlr~, a Dibllcal prophetic f\gui-u 
couching the clnss 1-1trugglu In tennM uf tho hnhlhnosR of th.e 
Old Testament ngalnst the nda.ptutlon ·or tho Nuw Tc11tament 
by Which American boutgooin loaders presented themseh•es to 
lhc nuu111eR, Right throu~h Amurlenn !IIMtol'y you wilt ftnd It-

c • 
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. fn Woodrow wu~on Hhom 'frot.:o~k)-' luuglled at !or hiK 11 Parish 
Scrmom1'' tlddrcs:~cd to the world; hcforr. him in !unrlamcntnli11t 
Dryan ot" the "CroKS of Gol•l'' and the ''Crown of Thonu~:" in thc 
curefully-prc:>ct\'('d fiction o( Hone11t Abraham Lincoln "with. 
malice towrml none, with chnrit)• towsnt all, with fl.rmncss In 
tllc right," c\'cn in ~uch an apparently inSIA'Jtificant motional 
lc,J;cnd au \Vat'hington und the cherry tree. 

IL can be seen in the spo...•Nhcl'l of Debs. This moral111m 
,;tamp!! the work of t.o :-;criouri n thinker us Veblen. It c:o.:prn~tsc•l 
ill:.clf p(oliticnll~· in thl'\ deeply re\·olutlonat)' Abolitionist mo\'t'• 
ment whirh for thirty rears ahl'lt.nincd from polit.ics because 
politicK wns "corrupt." It !11 ''cry cloRc to the tturfacc o! an)' 
dil'i"lti<'ntcd Amcricnn i!ltelleetual. Ciiught between the crimes 
of Amcl'ica11 cnpitnlit;m and t.hc to "them incurable pat:sivlty of 
the mus .. e:<, t.he.;r intcllectunlt~ rxprN:!I their preoccupation with 
tho moral charadcr of the lndh•idual b)' their passionate study 
ol p~)·cho·annlr~is. Thi~ it: noL an cxcluFI\'eh• American phc· 
nomenon. 'I'hn whole of the motlern petty-bourgeois world i~ 
cnught in thi:: crh•is and Exi!ltcntlali~m in France, the sudden. 
popularity of Kicrkegnard (philo~<nphically dead for near n 
centur)') and the emergence of religioufl parties in Europe as 
the sole organizational camouflalfe of bourgeois society, show 
the international tendency. But it has a special. appeal in tl1c 
United States and a special national background. It is into this 
pit that: Macdonald has !allen, 

The eConomic determh1i11m mal'f)uer11ding a!': Mar:dsm, th~ 
preoccup11tion with "honest h.mdcnohip/' the belief in the pa.s· 
.si\'ity oi t110 nuu•seH under the control of leadership, e\·en the 
"masses" of the Fourth lntcrnaUonai, the. e."<p~umre o! th.e "Jm· 
morality''" of the leaders by "publiclt)'," the constant appeal tu 
:tank and file pl'ejudiceR, the need for maximum "!rankn"efu;" and 
"understanding". and "duty,'' and 'all thlii nauseating, demornliT;­
Ing, coiruptir~g, pr:tty·bourgccd>" nonscn~;c masquerading u.q'Bol• 
she\·h;m, what cauSies all this in the W.P. but weakMsS before 
the l!lltnC force!~ which created Hui-nham and Macdonald~ · 

Docs the W.P. now recognize it~~el£1 Will it explain whuL 
the American proletarian \"Unguard hils to learn from thc·new 
politics of Goldman and Shachtman~ What ,\·lll the UAW 
m!Utant11 do hut turn in di11gufit from the articles on Unity by 
Goldman .with his pcr)Jetual probing into Cannon'!!. "htmcheR"1 
What cunception cnu worker;; ha\'C o! our mnvPment ~ lu what 
way nrc they t.uu;rht "social thinking~" DoeR the W.P. in Jv; 
o-rganizational ronccptians, idcar., by the very facts 9f its exist-· 
cnce represent or ref\ect the incipient proletarian democrac)' of 
the UA W Ul! imal~·Rcd by us or thC worst feature!! of bourgMii 
hleolo.gy,_ which thu proletariat h• t;trivlng to _geL rid of~ Th~ 

• .whole political degener11tion of the: W:P, becomes :fusrd in it.c 
organiznLionnl politicK. lt ill a phenoml!non ,unique and exjllic­
abiA only in terms of the national environment, without n mMs 
proletarian part~·· At~, we hu.\·e written: \ 

"Today the W.P. ·lives according to the following 
ewduntion of contemporary polltic11: 'rhe Stnlln!Ht regime 
i:1 buroaueratlc--coliPcti\'il4l, totallt.urinn. It Is ruled by n 
clique which nrnctice11 the lcadcr•cult, hold:-; down the back· 
warrl mn~el4, miscducates them b)' force and deception, and 

"burcnucrntit'all)' inanipulatel' them, Tht' Stallnltot partletc 
arc totalitarian parties. They, too, arc c:lh1ues which practice 
the leader-cull, decel\·c the buckwnrJ mlllll'e~> and bur<!li.U• 
crutlcnlly munlpulatc tht!nl. The r·ourth lnlcrnatlonal Is 
led by n clique which I~ In the pocket or X, the leader, who 
dcceh·e~ his follower11 nnd bureaucratically manlpulateg 
them. Thr S.W.P. Is lcrl by R clique which prnctlce11 the 
1c:.dl'r•cult. ::.nd buren••.-rnt.lrull\' manlpulntes the mcmber­
r;hlp. The Juhnson-Forellt Mlnorlt)' i11 led by 11 clique which 
pr~~t•l Ices the lead"r·cult, mltccducntcllll.s bu.ckwnrd tollowetl' 
nnd buruaUCI'nticnib• mnnipullltCII them. Tmpllclt, und noL 
always onlr Implicit, In t.hltc world-wide analy11l11 Ill the Idea 
that It Ill only bccuuso thoy luck power thu~ tho Fourth 

International, the s.w.r. und the JohniiOn·F'Ortltt Minority 
lm\'e not completed the degeneration whtch lmpoa"R Ita 
burenurrntle manlpulutlon11 on the backward ma.'\11 b:.• forte. 

•"To counteract t"hr.l'iC 'hurellucrnc:icll' nnd. ·'cliques,' 
Shnchtmr..n hut~ his 'cadre.' All typeii of rcvo)utlona"rles 
11m welcomr. Their rnllylnr. cry Is not revolutionBt)' activity 
for which the backward maAAeR are not Rultable. It Is not 
the mobilizution of the pnrtie~ for the task of tnmsionning­
them:-nh·r.s lnto mtlll!l pnrtie!f, For t.hir. the !'moll, insignlfl­
cnnt partle11 are not rend)', whatever may be the objective 
t:ituution. Their o'Ull)dng- cry it; 'democrary.' Their main 
bu!l!fteRs iR auti·Stallni!lm1 anti-Cannonism and anti-John· 
l'or.l~t:n. Their specific puhtlcal method bi e,.;poRure of thG 
dlshonPsty, dupllr.lty and bureaucratic method" o! poi!Ural 
oppom::nt."; h)• thiN ineanH to effect t.he en\ighWnment of the· 
duf!ed, deluded nnd backward followe111 as t.o the unrclin· 
hiht~· oi th~ir lt!ader.-~. The organiutlonal forte of thin po· 
litical act.h-ity IN ~he 'cndre,' the xole, orlginul contribution 
or ShBA·htman to the JM,~litical ideal' r,f the }o"'ourt.h lnterna· 
tiona!, This, Htripped of all decoration, is the spcclal po11ti· 
cal atnJoliphcre of theW .1'." (Bullet!n, May 27, 1947, p. ,2., 3) 

There iR r.o answer. Thc:rc can· bn no aMwer. The patterri 
ill too complete. The cxilitt:nce o[ Sociai-DcmoerlltJe parties, the 
proletnian tradition CJ! those psrt!eb in Europe, the different . 
class relation!!, gaV11 to opportunism in Euro~ a le11s concen·· 
trated cornpleUh' worked-out character. But pre<:l'lely !or that 
reason the American experience becomes & logical culmination 
and a quintessential warning against all who are deluded 
ennugh to find !lome regeneration ot Bol:!hevhm1 in the stniggl~ 
of the W.P. agn.int~t "Cunnonlsm." 

(c) "All-Inclusive !'arty" 
The W."P. ha!'l for rears slandei"Cd the principlet: and priu;.: 

ti~ of the Fourth lntea·nntlon&l all O\'Ct the ·world under tl1'-c 
gul"e. of expOsure of "Cannor.ism.'' _ H- bna .sedul01:.81y sown the 
.::oncept.lon that It Is posslb1o for ·inli\orities In a i!Ub-

• tlcrlbing to the program and prlnciJIIes. of the 
tlonai to he brutally supr,res~~ed without being ablu to O.!P""' •,o~ 
their view11 r,r to be persecutell for having them.· We', 
OJipor.ll thMc lies nnd ·slanders wherever and whcn"e\•er 
appear. Such practices do not exist, h&Vil never existed, 
COJ.nnot exist. in tho Fourth internaticnal: They niay be 
The)' always "('ail. We repeat this. Such pr~etlces have 
e:dst~d, do not e~ist and c.e.nnot exist In tho Fourth lnlteri•.;:~ 
tiomdl Made as the W.P. mekcs them, tbue changes re,,,..,.,,,,: 
only terror before proietariu.u ,ji;,c,:il'Hut:, 'Ll1AL · 
i:1 being assiduously prPpagnted among the poLLy:bo,urgo<>lsii 
anti the proletariat to confu~;e the Eooclalist . 
itarinnlsm. Let thol'c who den)' whRt we luL\'e repeated bring 
forward pr~?Qf Cli.' "by th"elr silence be expo~Jcd as ~lJctty-bonrL'C'liS · 
lillrs nnd slanderel'i!. 

We have stendfastl)' refused to "defend Cannoni'5m" or 
Cnnnonlte regime against the attacks of the W .. P. for anytl>ln:o 
that took place bctweer. 1040 and 1047; We v:eL·C 

. The S.W.P, is perfectly able to defend itself i[ and 
feeltl that it. nct'd!: defCnl'c. But it I~ our duty to bring to 
attention of th!! conundet~ this fact, that. tho. exiRling docwnenu·· 
of both the Majority and the Minority Jn 10<!0 pro\'e th11t 
W8K not the ;dlghteKt basi11 for the charge being m11dc 
the Minority of 1040 had been bureaucra:Ucally m1Nhlon>l'eo 
the Cannon·led 1.'\iajorlt)'• Thid It! not,only of hlstorl-eal 
t.n.ncc. We arc not iotcrct'tr.d In history for l1111tory's sake. IL 
11'1 Imperative to stop the mouth of the shmdercr11. It Is neces· 
littry to ,understand why they arc as they are today and .Whlit 
they re~rcsent. · 

In hi:~ .Struggle for the Proleturl:m Pal'l)' 
states thut many oi the b"11L !ricntlll o( lhu 
oft-repented chnrgo:, conclmled that where 
Hmoke there was certainly ftre and a. little selt-•:rlt:lclsm 
be In (lrdcr. Cannon roplletl thnt tho lead~~hlp_ o[ 



F\' . . . . . . 
(: \~d many fault !I to· which It would h.wc t.o Jl)ctul guilt)•, but 
, Ul't'AUcrntJ~ nlillhnndllng o£ the hl'llnCht.•:; 01' the prolctnl'illll 
I ~lcmcnta-nonc whntc\'i!l-, And the truth is thnt in nil thl' 
· Voluinlnous w1·itlng11 of thr. 1{140 Minority, not one sin.:lc surh 

charge was ever mndc. . 
This Is the quc;.tion which th~ !<lnndP.rcrs never !nc~. 

Dnrcaucrncy in tho JuLor mO\'crncnt con~ist11 c~~ntinlly of 
lcadcr11hip trrroridng nnd mh:handlinJ; the pi'Oiclndun 11ncl Jc~s 
artk\\b'tc clement.<~ in the party, impo!!inJt upon them organizn· 
tiona! rlr.clslons from above, riding rO:.tJt"h·llhod o\'cr their wi11h<.:Jo1 
and th~ir decl!dons. In orgnnitationll like tho:~e of Ute Fourth 
lnt.ermatlonal toda~-; such co11dur.t wouhl llrin~ itJ;. own rcwar4l­
it. 'P.'ould destrny the pnrty. The idea that the W.r. lllood guard 
or !or that JIHltlc!l' ~lll.ndll !,'11Urd againlil the tcnori:.ing or thr 
rtonk tmd tilP. eler.1ent:. in the pat'l)• b)' the burcaucrntle tcrro1· 
of Cannon ill al' ridiculous in theory llil ltli~ bn>'rle,;:~ In fact. 

What thE-n ""'a:~ the eliargc in 1940? It wall not even the 
ehnrge that th~ Minority lender;;; were exeludetl from po>'tll 
bccnuse they were or gn\'C f;fgns of being un apposition. 11uw 
Lhemsch·c.'l admitted thl~. They fillcct numercu.; post,;. The 
chxritc: agninst Cannon was that he manipulated a clique which 
wor:.hippcrl him as "the leader" r•IHI did not gh·e ~ufficie:1t con-

, . .sideratlon nnd democracy to the other leaders. ·Let the splitters 
·<;peak for lhcmsch;eR: • 

"All the formal democracy enjoyed -by the. p1-1rty toda)' 
-tmd it is ahundunt-is .wor.-c than .meuningless:, It is: a 
mockery, If the real polides and the lender.o~hip and the 

·regime of the party nrc continuous:ly dt:tcnnlned oni)' by 
a clhjuc : •• (witJ1out) a di11tinctivc political · {(IU•tdullon. 

. ."Uemo\'lll..o! the part~· control from • , • thiK clique i!' a 
_·pre-eon.dltlon to ••• a. genuine ·party democracy and 
. pn•gtr.$8h'e policy; Jn plilce oi a lender-cult,· not· IU10tl1e\• 

leader (we pl'opo~e- nom! and want uonel but a col.lectlve 
lco.dcr~hlp, genuinely collccth•e, coordinating and lntcgrat­

·jng by n real exchange or opinion and un efficient dh•hlion 
· · ·of labor the beHt tulent~ o! the patty. I! there IR one in the 

•.:;>, part)' who 1~~: out.;tancllng from all otherR in hill' abllitie11 
;'.·.il·.'.:·.', •. · •. ·.· .• ·.·,· and dtwotlori and poUtl.:al in~;ightl h1.1 will be ·known and .:;; ' recognlzo!d; but let him be primua ntrn parcs-iir~t antOilb' 
.~, .... equals.dln plac

1
e of 'rcaffirnling ot

1
<ihposlt!ons/ let u

1
s like 

,_:,: .. Cree an ink-11 gent men u~e our mIX t)• progrnnnnat c (Oil• 

,,·" .. :·.;';" .. ~.· .. ·. ceptt lo meet thl.l ll\'ing problem11 bf history, to fore11ee anti 
_ tn guide In .action, A maximum of·brnneh and loeb.) lnitia-· 

'
'i.'.·.~, .. ·:;··' •.• ~.·:·.:' . tl;-4!! ~nrnrndP.lv Prlucation. not brutal nnd dislo~·al att.a.ckR, CUr those Jn eri-ol', A warm, If critical, welcome for every 

uew idrit f!\'en a doublful idea, not a denundation for 
") : :... 'lrreAponniblllty.' Comradely critici~m, encou1·a~m~nl, 

1
··~·~· .. _., help, pt:t.be for the youth-even when· the youth· etl'f> on 
.\·: •• -1· the ll!tle or·r.xagJ{e:ontioli or O\'l!r-7.cnlouNness. Antllllt U!l be 
: ,., . INuc terrified of ml!~t&kc$1, Oral~· the d·~lld make no mil;· 

~ ·' . take!!~" (Struggle Cor the Pri)Jetarinn Pnrt~·r I'• 2!13) ... ATROCITY PROPAGANDA :r:·:.:--' :.-:i'.. 'We l'lplit nlso? Vc:-y wc!J. We declare that it WHN an 
... ;·r un~urdonablc errol". The a1·gument remains. The burcnucrncy 

1
:? ·.::'_'~omplalnt-d of wns an oppression of leudllr..;. Acco!·dlng to ltri 
.'·!(··own confeSsion, tht' W.P., when It 11plit, wnlf 11till ready to 
l~~~; ~ofend RUI!sia I! It was uttacketl. (Shaehtman in The New 
f'":7""t"~rnternaUonal, April HI·IO; after the split). The Nplit, M the 
~})~.f:~·,p,. inll\!!ted, Willi on the organizational qu~tion, Here nrc 
~·~~;·;; I!Ome or the chargeN: (Quotctl from "War and Bul't'uucrn\.lc 
~.·>~·;:"Con._;_er\'aU:~m", reprinted In Tho Struggle for the Prolettirlnn 
:'::·i\Party) 
:·_:1'r'" "Comrad•l . Goldnmn !11 n ptomlnent 11upportcr or 
1;·.. Cannon •. He hlmst-lf ha:; Often dcclmred thnt he suppo1·t .. 
~-~::(":,"the Cannon lcuderl!'hip and l'eglmc, Independently o£ ugree­
:1-)'' ... ·mentor dl,;agrcemt-nt on pnllch.!l'l, During tho course of the 
r··~~·:·:Pff!"'!Cmt rtt;rutt'1 wht•n thr '/11r11Uou nf till' ln\'Uslon of Polan'! 
:~ . .:.'L;:·.by the Re .Army wall he ore the P.C., Gold!l1un:,. sun­
':)\·::.-.·. ·l!O!'te:d Cunuon In J(C!Iernl, uud acted o.:; 1\ cb1cf llpoki!Nmnn 
'. / .. ; :· for the Cau111on politlcnl und tho or;runh:ullonal motlonN, In 
r;{; ·.; ... ll~ita or the fJ'et"thnt the politlcnl motlonll eonnictcd Clutl~· 
r-.~ .. ~ With hl11 own expro!'sud opinion." (p. 2G7-26tl) 
~)/\: .. ;'' Follow& unother utrccit)'·lltory of 11omc 300 wo~da, 
,;.':!~~;," "Corullder Ulo way (already d'*'l'lbcd) in which the 
1';!~~~ ' . 
>;~, .. ~ ~', 
~;!,i ... 
f.~.l~t,i'~{-~: .. ',' .:' IS:;u_..,..,.,,,, ... 

,;.. 
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mnjorlty nt the plenum 'endol·s<!'d' the lnn(t' artldt.• on th~:~ 
•nu~11lan flUC!Itlon.' Some or th<>m had not even rend It in 
I~ cntirflty; none of thern could poNsibly ha,•e 11tudled and 
Ul'illmllttllod It, J'nd tho com)1letc document wns not even 
on hand," (p. 27:1) . 

"'l'ho New York organi'£1\lion hn~ been t.lipplng nway 
frum the Cannon !nflucnee? Luckily, just before n local 
cmwcntion, Cochran lUl'Rli UJI in New York, •• " (p. 27tl) 

Follows nnothCI' ntrority·st<:~ry, 

"The Organi7.ntion CommittC!r., tli:-;cul':.ing thl! :-;C\'erc 
financial cri!lis ••• After the defeat of the Cannon :fuctlou 
at the New York City convention .• , the phcnomrnul crisis 
dJo<HJIPCUl'f<: 0\'ernight." (p, 279) 

"Two other polnttt were of il•terc~t In co1•ncction with 
thi11 revealing incident. Cnnnun did not go to the baek of 
the hall-r,or dol!:~ he unually on :-uch oectudon11, Why 
not?" (p. 282) 

Here h1 n qut!.;til)n which will li\'~ in history, Why didn't 
t'nnnon go to the bru:k (,f the hull? 

The S.W.P. Mujoritr le11ders ,.,.ere uccu~ed or Cannor.-
worshlp. 

, "On org.!lnitation~l flUtJstion." he (Weiss) declared he 
nat! found r. ... annon r1ght !199 tmlt>ll out oi 1000 , • ~ " 
(p. 28:1) 

"A more tc\'oiting occurenr.c took plac.l at one of the 
N.C. mi!etings •.• " (p. 283) 

"Or more recently nntl still more tc\'ealing • • • ", 
(p. 284) . 

"It is be-cause ••• Car;n(ln towcrli abo\'C his fellow 
committee member3 ·as L.mln towered above hi10." (p,283) 

Thf' culti~t he•·~· intpU,!s~ecl i:; _lMorr(oW, . 
" .•. • Cl~rkc ended up a speech in fJ'\'or of Camnon by .. 

dcmandu.g Ill 1t.loud and belligerent \'oicc: 'DoeM anl<·onc. 
h('rC! dare tn denr that Cannon is the on" outstanding leader · 
of this J"Hlrty' ?!' (p. 284} 

l~or z;ome. more atrneity-stnrict~: 
'.'We will il!uf:trntc.-. ; •. with t.'Jrec decisive example:; • 

On Nt.'w Ycdr'~. J-;,·e' o£ last _year comrade~~ .Dunne nnd 
'Smith' of"Minil!!nJ•Oiis ~iuddenly appeared in New York. , .". 

. ((!, 286) • . 1 

. The nbo\'e i~ what remninN u( the· "orgnnlzationi:ol quC8tion" 
of 1940, But it Is prccl;:ely this t)•pe·of politico~~ that hu~·bP.en 
l"efnrhlshed slnec· 19t5. and peddled around the lnternatlonnl 
for the pa11t two yeOl's ·by the W.P. a!! t.he auth.Jrlty on C3n-
nonitc "bur~suerntlsm." ·' ' 

THE BOLSHEVIK ALJ.-INCJ.USIVF. ·PARTY 
It b\~es polltil'~'\1. expression as· the "all-inclusive party!' 

Yet the whole conci!Jit of tht" AU-inclusive part-y, as -j!"roju&giltcd. 
Uy the W.P., is an e.ll·lnelush·e fraud. Jr. 1940, the Minority 
wus olferl:'d e~·ery coneclvnble minority right that could be de· 
sh·cd. 'Burnhmn at thni time hod dliclart-d that. Russia ·Was 
110t a .workc'rS• state. He s't.ood for unr._onriitfonat dofeatisin. 
He stntcd "I find nbout 75 11er cent of what Engels wrote in 
thr.se l!lttcr fields (philosophy, Iogie, natural science, and llcien­
ti8e method) to rOc eonfuscd or outmoded by f:ubsequent scien­
tific in\·estigatlon-ln either case of little value." (In n"'ercnse 
of Mar:d.11m, p. Ulll.) He uiso said at that time: "Why· Marx, 
Engels and Lenin bctle,cd In dlulcctiea Is ·u problem tor psycho· 
logical und historicul examination and stands on its own :feeL" 
(Ibid .. p. lfl:l,) In Tt·oLiky'.- oplulun, U1ll lt:ll(lcmt of the opposi; 

.tion "In their attempts to dh·orce ~oclology from dialec~enl 
- matetlali~m and politics from lioclology , , . hnve b•'Oken from 

:\tnrxlzim anti lmcome the tJ•nn11mittlng rncchanh:m fOr pett)'· 
bourgeois cmplrlel11m." <In Defense or !llarxh1m, p. 93.) It 
was "u questlcm of nothing mo1·c or le.~s thun an uttempt to 
l't'j .. 'Ct, db.qunllfy il.nd ovcrthi'OW the theoretical !our.dationB,: 
the )oolitlcnl principles and org1milatlonnl methods or our 
movement." (Ibid.) Johm10n nnd other!! bnd deelared them­
Ncl~·ell uncondltimml deieutillbl" Yet Trntllky hnti propoRCd thGt 
:111 mlnt)rity tendenclet~ WCI'C to Lc Included ln the purt)' with 
full l'ights, participation in .party wo1·k, )JUblicutlo:~; of nil the!r. 
'l'it.!Wfl und lltel'al'l' contlnuntlt•n or the d!seu11slon In public;· 
'rhe S.W.P. ofFered it o,fficlnlly, Trotak>' ba~ked iL with all hh' 
authority. That. woul:l ha\'e brien an 11All·lnclu•h•o party." 

I 
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18 
ftut· tho ull-lnclu11h'n pnl"t)' of the w.r .. ~;ecn In Itt: context, 

Ill nothing mot·e tlmn u contlnuuliun on u lllghcr !IIane of thrll· 
nrlglntal po,.Jt!on in 19411, detn•ivcd of thu hope that ci<'moct·utl<' 
dynamism wo11M 11how "bnrt"BIIt•rntlc ronl!rr\'uliFm" how to 
bullJ the party. Convinced of the backwardness o£ tho Amcr· 
.tcun Jit'(•lctnl'l!!t1 tcnlflctl <by the tYtlica\ly American Jllltt~·­
houlgcols fcnr of Stnlinhnn, the W.P. lcntlcr~;hip huM dcvclopc!l 
n thcor)' which is nothing hut th{' Jmrest cxprcr.sion of pctty­
•bour~oiN radiculism unable to reconcile itscli -.~ith the bour­
gcol:;lc, lacking a .Socinl-IJcmocrntic party which it cnn "enter'' 
and thcrefoa·c seeking u niche for it.~clf In ·Hol!;hcvllim where it 
cnn nourish n!l its petty-bourgeois de\'hltions undi!lturbcd, 

It i11 impernth•e to explain the W.P. to the W.JI. The W.P, 
·lenders, !or 1!:\UmJJ)e, believe thut their Jmrty i:; u genuinely 
demot!ratic party. Everybody can cxpn!!lll hi!! \'li!w!l, nobody j,; 

••.~upprc~t-cd." In r~nlll).', as a l·evolutionnry organization, It 
i11 politically tht> most bureaucratic conCeh·nble. The party, 
O~'-rt !rom thu h·udcl'!lhip, consist.~ of three lsycrs, 11 lu)."cr of 
party stnlwart.-;-peoplc who luwe been in the pnrt)t fc•r y(•nr~. 
cnrll!o\. think of existence out.dde, or the party, nud h;n·c the 
attitude, my party, right or wrong. They arc Shochtman',.; 
cadre-for the most part Cartcrites. They maintain the party. 

"It is their party In more senses than they think. Despite tht'ir 
devotion the best negative thing that could happcll to the party 
is that these elements should leave in a body, The second layer 
consists or a yOunger grt.~uping with similar political ideas as 

. the: above but anxious to build the party. They nrc the one!' 
who.have been hardest hit by the degeneratio-n which began ill 

.:19411. Some of-them, misguided ns they were, did litriklng wo1·l; 
in the uni~ns in New York, in BufFalo, in LoR Angeles. They 
·do not know what to do next. Finally, there are the men who 
'had some leadership in the labor nluvement olld were lookinK 
·!or help, as they saw it-help in the utilon struggle; genuinu· 
,proletarian rank and me typcsj Negroes; thr. youth, eugcr ror 
·knowledge· and enthusiastic for the revolution. A part~· ~~- n ' 
'vhoie, a totality, but the leadership ntust. reflect" the vang-..!UI'Il 
-nf · the party. Now lhe social v~nguord of the pli:rty i11 'th<J 
third clement, the least vo.:al, U,e least educated in Mnrxhnn, 
the most diffident in expressing themselves amonJ: tlui fa:Nl• 

·-n.Jklng layer& above, hut revolutionary, sensitive to tht' mo\·e: 
ment or the proletariat ~nd potentially gr~at recruiter!~, un~e 

·'they clnri!y themselves. 1'hese r~pre.ilfmt the mass 'lUt.Hide, 

IN'l'EJ~J,F.:C'I'UAT.S AND THF: PROUlTARIA1' 
It. is precisely here ihnt the W.P. shows -the most bureiiU• 

.cratic tendencies. It hillS never nndCrlltood .~li.o third layer, neVC1' 
'listened to them, never learnt anythihg !rom them. lt bus_ neVer 
. been able to see that tf these were nlways nttraetctl b~· what it 
.caned ;'John110nlsm"- nnd had· to' be b~atc:n off from becoming 
. "Johnsonltes," 'l't was because "Johnr.onism" repretentetl wluaL 
·they .\nd those outsldil whom they reptesentlld nte looking fur. 
lnsreo.d or Jiving deeper and deeper into llarxist theory, thll 

. only· way of Jearn!ng to undcrstnnd this layer and, to np))reclate 
and tranlllnte into concrete polities their abiding and concrete 
)lost.illty to Lourget.~il'l society, thC W.P., wilh lYilicut JiClty· 
bourgeois nrrOsant'e, Is dominnicd by the idea that fo1· them 

· C\-etythlng bad to be slmpllflcd and popularized. Its conception 
·or th~ relutionsllip of the leader11hljl to the party 111 only n 
'Purer distillation of what. it thinks J,; the rcleit!onship between 
the party and tl'le masses •. lts Dible has· been Lenin's ml11taken 
·c(lnceptlon In What Is to Be Done that the party alonfl, the 
Intellectuals, can bring socialist constioullnellll to the mRBIIIIII. 

'Trohky took care In his l&st book to e:cpose Lenin's error, Rntl 
showtd that Lenin hlmselt admitted Jt. The bo(lk shows wltlt 
hitherto unrevflnled Insight and petz~pecth•e tl1e dlalect.lcnl rela· 
ilon bfltween leader11hip &nd rank and fUe from the beginning or 
Ruulan Dolsl!evl"m to Ita ~nd. 

' ' 
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The \\'.P. IN!.der11hlp hnd hundred;; and hundrCds or thf.i,;~··. :; 

t)'lll' of Wl.'l'ke~· t•omc in nntl go. It tuught them nothing, l_t;::\~;_-~ 
k•11tnl nnthing from them. lUI conceJition wu11 that t.hc uniOni&Jt.·_~~~t; 
h.1tl to lK' sh·cn unlonl!!m und lh~ rauk und file worl<cr wnntcci·.·\~\t. 
the politics o( "Plenty !Clr All." Everything, C\'cry new ideP, cam~ _.;~.'. 
from ::bo\'c down. The W.P. h:ul to 1lo U1is bccau ... c. lt. did not. ~;;::.<j 
kno''' how to do otherwise. Thi.~ i... the Jll'nrlice that COI'tcspondn , __ ., 
to whul it cnliP "the role t'C the lUltll'·" 'l'he W.P., outing itself' 
Ull uOout whut Cannon "and ·h13 clique" did bureuucratlcaUy to 
Goldman or to Aforrow, docs not know thnt its whole conceptlo:-t 
i:-t -bureuucrntle to the hu:t dcga·ce. Argument will do no good 
ho!re. Only u party full of "rnw workers" can cure this t:.m-
dc!•C)'. With itN false political p~~mlse11, the more NtrcnuouJdy 
it prolctal'iani:l.:cd ltl;t!lf, the mc..re It {Qrtll!ed it.'l pctty·!Juurgeol~ 
hureuucrutic (i.e. from nbo\'C) prejudicc:J. 

l( thl! Johnson· Forest tendency has been nble to make any 
contt-!lludc..ns to B(lJ.-hc\'i~m. it hus bt.'Cn becnu,;e Cor it the study 
or lh'.' Hcgeliun ,Jinlcctlc in its Marxist form, of .Morxiun 1!CO• 

nomiC>~, and or Ule method of the great Ma1·xist ,revolutionaries 
il' nothing mOre than intclleduat )Jreparntion anti the pu.-iinJ{ 
(If bourgeois lclcas in order to t-,e able to uridcrtltund and Inter­
pret and orga;1.b:c the iu:1tinc-tlve drive and revolutionary 
t<tincts or the runk and file proletnrlan and the pettr-b<>ur&-ec>is 
but hh:ali!!tic and eager youth: lt i$ our tendency 

soml• of the !ine-~t elements in the W.P; from le~VIng the :~;i~l~~~ 
rnent ultcg-cthcr. On the Othe-r hnnd, without them aDd 
tile)' lJ!'Uught int.o our ranks from the proletariat 
leader::: of the tendency would haw had merely 
but ab11trcct Idea.& and· would· lulVt- been unu'ol~: lu nuck,,.:ou<.: 
most pr~ciou~> . dhu:ovcry, to see ln .. the. moVen1ent 
massen tudn)· the concrete expl'1!ssion- of blnrx'H most 
crmccptfom'l. · ' 

DEMOCRATIC "JUNGLE 
Equally '.:~clf·deCeivlng f~ the W.P. '"' 

uga!nst the S.W.:P. that jt practicl.-3 the 
thll "leud:.r-cult" in the W.P. is or the moil"t. 
compi-ehenslve type. The Johnson·Forest timJe:ney, the 
the Fo'.lrth Internntlonal, have a clear political Uno on 
i.!sUe!l. Those "-•ho, accoi-dlng. to t'he W.P. itre "friend&'-' or 
''hund·ralaers" at the very jeast express theb.' "'frlon<i·, lhliP'l~)'tj 
for1 or raise their hands to, a political line. The W.P. 
poli<!y1 neit-luSr on the e.'u1.tnetcr of· the epoch nor the 

of the Stalinist pnrtles nur on A:ncrlcnu P~~~~~~~~~"~;;:~ii~ 
the Negt·o question. There is most e 
perfect example oi a demoeratle jungle . 
given moment, it Is neceSaar;Y to llay something· 
pnrty learns then from sh,achtman what the line fa 
uncertainty und confUsion must follow, Behind all the 
i~tlc f1·eedom of SJwech, the one solid political realityh .,· _,, .. , .. 
mnn's political response at a given moment to the 

· organb:atlonal pressures -by which- he deeldes thO 
for today. The result is the lender Jlrinclple r.nd 
:arrll!d to an extreme de~. The WJP, 

mcmbcr:.hip have nol. th.- ~.rlinlt!ut. .cunci!JlLion ur ~,;~~~:!~:~~~ 
Given the P"rs~.,.eS of the W.P. leaders, the 

sh•c pa'rty", concerned only with sects, grouplets, and 
opinion, Is cxadl)-' tho kind or purty they want. They 
C"erncd with the pnrty ,not us an instrument of struggle 
pl'oletarlat but for tht: protection, as they au.y oft'ieli.lly 
unoffir.lall).•, "of the ldeologleal lite" ot minorities. In thla 
W.P. reflects falthrully the pettyabnurgeols terl-or 

mighty connlcW and nMdlt or the day. Af'':t~h~•:~~!;~~tf~~ democrat!! o( aJIAtripCIISCilk to protect the 
nnd vote• in n world going to p!ece,j, so 
n>v::~lut!onurlca 11oek frantically to preserve 
vll'!wa nnd their "ldcolog!cnl life." Thl11 ror them 



. 

f).\.~hey,nnd U!o>e li"Y win om nrc lh: only onCK who hn•·c lhc 
f: , Jcor~ct. ideal! :md without them lJUmrmlty IM lost, In this rid!~ 
/ ; 'culouil prcoccupntlon, ro inlilstcd on, they hl.!tra)' the whole 
I ) bankruptr:.• ot their pcrspcctlvt>s, natlonnl and lnt.crnntlonal, 
: anti the ric,·cloped stngc o! their degeneration. For nothing hut 
1 J a t!ltnlitm·ian regime, :mel that not indefinitely, c11n fiUJlptt>n:. 
! tloc hh;iol'lcul ,-Jndklotion of political views. Not ll\'CR tho.t.otal· 
') itarian l'cglmc l"nn prc\'cnt th~ living of "an ideological lift," 
~- And nowhnrP. iu the W•Jrld iii there r;o rich an OJlJiortunity _of 
~ , llvin& "an ldcologkal life" aM In the struggle fol' Bol~b1l\'iNn 
J againnt. American lmpc1·iali~m nnd the IIOClal and inlollcdual 
( / . pr~judicf's it has fostered. 
~ The!=e words are sharp. We litand by them. Lf:t. all lenden-
1 denclt.s note thi~t. A genuine Rolehe\'ism Js \'Jgilant ngalr.st 
j tr.ndcncie~ to bureaueratlc pract-ices or conscn•atltm which <'011-

stuntly appcor in all organizations, not. exdudlng tile W.P. 
Sut'h critit'nl ''igilnnt''l is ·not onl)-' welcomed buL encouragtfl 
by any COnfident lllld far-:;eefng Jeadc>rship f!.'>pe('ja1Jy When thiK 
critical \'lgilar.ce t'omes from the ranks. But the poi!Licat u~e of 
accul';ations of bureaucracy by the W.P., n ·practice rooted In 
its false politics, h2s attnined a pitch or frenzy and fetishism 
In the last two years whkh has poisoned party life in the ·United 
States and will continue to do so for a long time to come uole:;g 
there i:; a cor1cciled effort at rooting it out. Of this penersion 
Of lhP. tcnn "bureaucratism" the Johnson-Forest tendenC)' i:o: a 

~~·~-·- mortal enemy. We know Its rooLs and we Jun·e seen it~; conr;e­
(_ :. · · quences. And we ha\'c sUbordinated and will suUordinatt: rinl-" r- ; legitimate Complaints or doubt.'i that WC -may hD\'6 _about. this 
' .,-,. or that procedure In our Olo\·cment' until thi_s canker il'l de-

ll,;_:; .. ; .'troy;~; more cxpetlcncod l•adcrs of the John.,n·Forcsl tcn­
(:_·:r· · ·d'enC)-' know this canker for wh~t .. ft. Ia. When we ::oy that it 
'i~· •' httR poisoned the movement In the United Slates we ktlO'W whllt. 
[!:-.~~ , ·:we ·are talking abOut. Our own rankti ha\'C fltood up ngain~t .this 

![
':,·;, barrage with remarkable loyalty to the principles and meihodii 

thai the leadership put forward as a guide. But It would ba 
! .. -.. idle t.o betieve thot they have not been'·alf'ected by what has 
~~r·X:.: -~ · 3.ffcct.ed the whole Amel'lcan nto\'elMnt lrom One end .to the 
t •1· ' ''other. Anyone abroad, grqup or tendency, who doe:l not lend 
ij:;i~;:~:-. hJs aid l.o cleittfng away this. miasma . ill onl~· pfltng up 
u ·vt.:;ladt!!i -between thr -American revolutionary mo\'ement and 

l ;!~'l.f' flu~ prt~f~tarint. For some o!_ those nc\~·1)-'•corr.e into the mo,·;:.. 
-·~:, · 'Jnent, the term ·cannon is K!l synonymou:~ with the term ••can-

lr;··· ''nOnile burealucrncy".as the name Stalin Is synonymoO!l: with the 
~~-;;___ terril. ustalinh;t bUrcaucraq'' ('f lhc Stallnllll•bln'et~.ucrncy- it. Is 

'· ·-~"!'J nt least. that ft. pre\'cntH the progtt'IIR of the permitnent ie~·o· 
lutfon at. home ·and abroad. For two. ycauH, the W.P. ha11 ne\'Cr 

.: .::~aid not once that the existence oC the "Cnnnonitc burf'aucracy" 
(~lmp;de1; the building ol the pnrty In 'the United States:. It IH 
-a' purelY flllychologlcnl chnractel'lzatlon, devoid or political con-
t.c.int. and for that reason, n t~hame!ul crime. · 

:\. -' Thci Johnson-Fol'eDI; tendency has dcclattd !~elf in regard 
f::!·-.-:,: c_·tO the perpduBI charges o[ -bureaucracy mudc by the W;P, 
;i:f.c.'. ag~lnst the S.W.·P. We ha,·e taken u 'rigid nttltude ·to· it.· W~ 
~r··· ·_reprint ·hc1·e for tht! Rnkc or the record \\':J1nt our attitude has 
· · ·' been. · · 
::. · •. : 

1 "Tile W.P. dot!s not uudulr concern ltslllf with problem11 
:\·" euch a~ Hanscn'~t article on C'!nnon and controversy in 
,'· · the S,W.P. about the rights of Intellectuals to criticize the 

'~.-.. ~.· .. '.. . party nnd the publication or non-publication of lettcr11, 
. ' · etc. It does not give the sllghtcllt credence to· the conccp• 

.- . -'· tfon thnt a pnrty cannot be built with Cannon. J.t I~> co.nndcnt. 
~;:,~~~-.·that ii Cnnnon or .Cannonism or unr, other mdlvlttual or 
(. -~·,_;, tendenc/' st.andR In the way or build ng the Fourth Int(!r­
:-'.\"',.':.,. ·. natiann In tho United States, then the revolutlonur~· cadrt'& 
~A,"( :.~.,In .both the W.P. :md the S.W.P.- will either def<mt such 
:::;:~~~.· _·:·· lndlvlduala O" tendencies or thetflb)-' Jlrove their Inabilit-y 
··:.:·.:~. ~ to lfefeat tho boUr(fCol11io. The \V,P, makes Its mnln attack 
~~!J;.:~ .. -. .- on Car.nol"''tt regime Its r.:tusal to enter .honestly Jnto fusion 

~~:~J·:~L ,_. . . ... · ... . [~ •• ~¢-;:....:;;;..,-,. ..... ,·~;·.::>t•''.'~ ....... ,.,;-,, : ...... , .. , ~·, ···-··- -·~-. 

i9 
neKotintions, Thl~o l'cfll!u&l bctmy~> 'it11 ~L•altlfyiug monolithic 
cnnccptions. The W.P. rccogniu•s thnt the tnct·c atcrcpt.uncn 
of /ut>ion Letw<.-cn the tw'> rmrtle10 woul!l strike n dcnth 
blow nt the monolithic cunc<!ptlbn, All other prcnc~upatlons 
nrc subordlnt.te, ri!J;orient the memUerFMfl or b:Jth parties~-. 
r.nd till'cngthcn the C:unnonito ml~educntlon in tho rnnk nnd 
llle of the S.W.P, on unitr.'' (''Thl' Tu.~k of Building thll 
Rol~h~'·lk Party,'' C:on\'ention Rullt•lln Xo. 3, Murch :!8, 
1946, p. 23) . 

Our nttitu,Jc on this matter hn~ h~P.n nne of firm :abden­
tlon. tt 111 po:;.~lble nnd neccssory now, howe\'er, to con.:reti;o 
thi11. Our concretlzntlon however, deals not with tJw S.W.P. bp't 
with thn W.l'. 

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME 
J. The W.P. !or three years kept the political analysis o! 

the Ru>'slan state by the Johnson-Forest tendency out of the 
pag<:>:; of The New International and tn'~ internal bulll!tin. Even 
the efTer, after a long fteriod of continuou~ e~cu:;e~> U!'1d e\"at>lons, 
to print In tbe lntern~l buiJCtiu, was con!ined to eight t)-'pe· 
written pages, After six months had pas~ed and oven t)v.sc 
eiP;l1t JUtges were not prini.ed, the tEndency then withdrew its 
document. We kept. this pie-ce of "bureaucracy" fully docu­
mentEd. 

2. In 19-JS, the Majority officially made it clear to Johnson 
that if he insisted on the Publication in the New Intern~tiorm.l 
of his artlc:Jo agn.inst the !.K.D. without modcl'llting .,the tone," 
Shachtmnn wvuld reply in li mt-.mu~r that woulrt make it im." 
possible for Johnsc.n to r('J'tloin in the party. The original article 
iJ uxnl!::blc fer whoaver wunL'! to sec.-Nothing mit faintly ap­
proaches tlm abtiae b~Silped upon tho Fourth lntem.'ltlonal month 
after .month fn. Th-e Ne'! )nternatinnal by. tho l.K.D. In fact, 
Johnson's artlclo had no a'buse and merely characterb:ed the 
I.K.D •.. as petty-bourgeois i-e\'isionieis of the w~rst tn)e that 
the mo\·cment haS yet seen. Becaulle political positions ·botweeh 
the Majority nnd Minority had not been made clear, Johnson 
decided not tn fight tho iss\le at thnt timt! nnd changed thi1 
article. · · 

3. lll'forc !945, Shachlrnan, In private nntl In public, re· 
peatedly made it clear to the lflnority that' he would _pretcr 
them out o( the party. In 1945, howe\'er, tho W.P. leadershfp, 

'rccegr;bing the failure of "dtlnocrntic rlynaml~-n", turned from. 
pnlitic.R tn nr.e?mi-,:Atinn nno:l bt>ge.n to -::mqoth llhi --~uy for- the 
S.W.P.' Minorlb•. T-hen suddenly the prc10enco or th~ Jnhnfltm 
:\tlnority "with' all its ditfet~encea" became one r.~f the brigl1tcSt 
jewels in the crown of th(! W.P. 

Only a feW memhero~~ of the tendency itsel[ knew· all tbl~. 
Mnn)-' members o£ the Jol1nson~Forest tendency have known ~f 
the.;e lnddent.s only reeently. Tho leudcts er tho tendenCy did 
Jtot. sprCnd them around· -in thr. party. In our orgnni;(ationiil 
I'C:IOlUtfOn of 1946 We Wrote bnJdJy ·in a dozen \\'()tdS that Jio 
Minority bo in\'lted to len\'o the party. The 1\lnjorltr pl'('tended 
not to notice -this. We had included It merely to Rlifcguat':i 
ourseh·es, lor dc"<plte tho new honc'ymoon period inltiuted -~y 
the unity ncgotlatlonll', Wf! did not know whnt the fut~rc would 
bring. To Shachtman's perpetual attempts to in\'olvo Johns9n 
in an attack upon ••thr burenueratcy" ci his regime, we im·~T­
lably replied: "The term hnreatucraey as you use It liDs ~o 
nppllcntkm either to the S.W.P. or the W.P. We do not bcll~a 
tl1c 'l'cglme' of the S.W.P. i:. \'cry hnd nnd we do not .belle.vo 
your •regime' Is \'cry good." 

Out• uttltude tu tho fJUC&tlon of regime is thrre(oro one-'0£ 
long atundlng. It. waS not ln,·entcd In order to he "ohllequl?u.!" 
to tho S.W.I'. Wo howe ;;aldjU~>l ·euuUKh lo· Khow lhnt wo ll\'Cd 
up to It ln the W.P. itself despite severe ptovocntlon, ~. 

We nsk those who nro following this contro\'Orsy to dccln.ta 
or10nly whet·e they stand and why, We ba\'e been r~•tlecnt on tJ)o 
matter. Wo shall be ao no longer, We are not, "tletondlng'' f.t!o 
S.W.P. We hnve seen the eft'ect ot nil this on our O'>"ll mcmbtr-

/ 
I 

j 
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~hlp. Wo iln\'C trlt·~t tu e1h1Cule them along lht• following JltwK, 
We 1iny to them: 

"Ym1r )Jclltlcnl positions nrc s:1Ce mul will ·bo tested bY 
history nnU by un organized exchange of cplnion. 'rhu ]Jrcscnt 
situation In the United Stntclt demund;j that you censc to C'Jil• 

· c~i·n yourr.eh·cs with the pcrprtunl inner-party politics and 
nt.tompts to win Jlcoplu from one gtoup of Trotskyites to an­
other. Thnt Is thll ingrown, sc•ctnrlnn approach which Is tho 
hArit.ngc of the propngnndi.~t past nnd n ~ign of bnnkruptc)o' 
iteloro the ncccls nne\ tasks nf the pr.llt'tcltint and th<' pnrty 
today. Turn your mind,; outward. The S.W.P. hn!i n prolctarinn 
bnsc which has ucrumulatl'd years of l'XJlCl'icncc and knowledge, 
lbkc It :,•our rnuin businc;;s to get to kr.ow them, !car,n all you 
can !rom them, eontnet t.he Jlrolelnriat with tiwm, lciu·n :1nol 
c\'uiut~ll! their pa!'t e!(pcrier.cc;, with them, tcJO;t your own ~x­
p!!rlenl.'es nnd ideas with them. Dit~nhusc :,·our,.clf or thl! ldea 
thut your t.n;;lt i;; to find out how far they differ with you on 
ou1· theo1·dical e!>t.imntc of the .Amc.ricnn 11itu:1tion, JICr;.;pccli\"t-11 
nnd tasks. Avoid theoretical conflicts. They nrl! nhcud, a multi-

- tude o! them. A purty uf 11 few hundrrd!l c:m become a p:111.y 
of tho~san.ds nnd then a mas;; party only by perpetual conflict, 
&rouplngs nnd regroupings. The rc~l conr.reW conflicts in the 

_American mol·emcnt will begin when there nre some thousands 
o! 1\"orkers in the party. Nobody l(nows v.>ho will be on which 

. side and what will :be the .;,ides. These conflicts will come. What 
is required now is to get rid of the heritngc of the type of con­
tllct represented by the 1940 spUt nnd hy Goldman and Morrow • 

VI. PerspQdives in 
(a) S.W.P. and W.f'. , . . . 
· Shachtmnn .is beside himselC with rage that we as a ten­
.dency nro careful what we say in regartl to the S.W.P. and how 

. we aa:r it, Our bold Bolshevik con"iders nll this "capitulation" 
. 'and "obsequiuusness" and raises his· cohorts to admire hi>~ firm 
· .intrangsigeant Bolshe,•ik mien, the fearless manner in which he 
gets. hold of prh·ate corrcspnnde.nce, the Leninist audacity with 
which lte publishes it, the. lovin'g mutual tru~t and CQnfidence 

. and underatnnding with whlcl1 he and his enllE~ab'11e:~ mutuall~· 
-:nnd ft•ankJy agree to d!sagree on f'.very importaut polftieal ques-
-tion bcforP tln~ 1110\'ement. today. · 

For our part Wl! have .beC!n nw~y fl'om the S.\,V.P. fot; 
J>even years, We have had our own experiences. We are clarlfl'­
fng thern by ourselve11, among other reasons because we do not 

:'\\iab the impact of Ol:!.' views em the Intcrnationnl to be wcak­
.ened by accusations of dark manCU\'ers, conspiracy 'and collu· 
sion, charges which constitute the main political stock-in-tnulf! 
of tho W.P. This is our balance sheet with' the W.P., our ex­
periences, our· anal.yseF, our views. 'Ve nrc writing no bulance 
with the S.W.P. We propMe 'to deal here with the S.W.P. unl::. 
Insofar as Jts political and qrganizntfonnl ~cth•lties affected tht! 
developm!;!nt of the W.P •. nnd our Rtrugglc In h .• Shortly nftur 
this appears, we hope to be member3 of the S.W.P. Under theM 
circnmst."l.nces we hn"o the rcsponslblllty of being guided In 
anything we SO)', or In saying anything at nil, b)• the need11, 
interests, nnd discipline .of the pnrty to which we shall Let~ng-. 
J..e.t the \V,P, yelp and huwl nbout "capitulntion," 
. Durlnlf the .struggle of 1!140 the SWP ~uppleMenled tho 

. cornprehensh•o analysis and method of Trotsky In edequnte nnd 
aomctlmos pe1·manently \'aluablo fashion. In particular, Can­
non's document, Tho StruJnde For a l'roletnrlan Pnrly Is an 
IJlltstnnding contribution to American Dolshe,•fsm and from Its 
Very ~oncl'('leness1 to Bolsho\'illm In general. We recommenol 
it to all tho comrades of tho mo\·cment, at homo and abl'Oad. 

But the S.W.P. I111S mud~ some sctl(IUS mistnken, not 
errol'S of fact oi- cxnggerntlou but politlcall.lr~rs. It hns mndu 

..... '- ,..,, -
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"1\JCuinst tJ1~· pcrprtunl plnyhla· ubuut with tu.ulanu~nt.D:~-1~~') 
which ehllruetet•lzell t.hu W.P. ~tajorlty we hnd one Uak,_ •:·.,'.,-..'\' 
conRtunl. buttle uver P.rlnciplcs, n )ltlrpetuul ausplclouaneas and'}.:~ 1 

hoaUIIty to their Me~shovik tendencies. In tho unlned part)' , ~ ,. ] 
tho task Is entirely different. nnd demands a new orientation on' _·j 

your part. The ~.W.P. Is a proletarit:n tenr.lency. It will 'l)c 1 
your l'lll.tty, it!! .leaders your leaders. Tho greaOOst danger for j 
you is to be nervous and sensitive !or the signs of this bureau-
cracy which hns played 1:0 great a part in t!te perverted political '. J 
lifn nnd cot1ceptlons of the W.P. But somo of you h&\'e &e!!ret 1 
dou!Jt~ al>out burenucracy. Remt.'mber this. 'n1c constant .accu- I 
!-lOtions of un uncontrolled bureaucratism levelled ngainilt the , 
S.W.P. by the W.P. is an attack JIOi agnlnst Cannon as they. j 
tlunk but. on thf' m,..mbl'rshlp, the re:·:olutlonury vanguatrd in the · I 
United Stutes, who are cousldtrerl 80 blind, so dumb, no bureau· ,. 
crat.iled Umt. they cannot s~ what lta:~ to be tuught. them by 
the W.P. Any complulnts about bureaucrncy must. come from tho· 
S.W.P. membership, Its rnnk and :file. Wlien they talk about 
burcuucrucy, 'it will mean something, All other fury 11bout LUI;'~ 
caucracy 1:; a sign of Jlol!tical stupidity, political ln!lensiti~­
nr>r.!l, poiitica! L:mkruptcy and the .sure rood to political salcidC, 
'fhe m~>mbers of the John~on-Forest tendency must shun :it tOr'· 
the Mcn11he\·ism that it is." . ·' 

'l'hi:;, in O\'Cry poasible way, wo ha~•e taught the .,.,.;be•> • 
of our tendency. We beltuve that they haV6 grasped it. 
fort.h tht:t mt~Jeor :respon!!b!litY f(lr their tntco-ratl.o'n .lilt~ 

. S.W.P. rests not wtth us, bu.t with the_ S.W.P. maJorltr: 

~he United States 
tl!om from th~. very beginning, hW! never 'nbj!Jred them

1 
these h:w~ vitally affected. the Amer.lcan experience. 

The ~.W.P, ln 1940 believed that'thc Minority ~~':;:~, 
n group uf pett>·-bourgeols Who were afraid ol ~e 
ag-nlnst AmeriC:m frnperlaliilrit in :war Ume. Tlui S.W.P • 
not only .~=nld so .in tho unbridled verbal poleru.lc which 

pnnien a shurp ft~;ctfon fight, but· wrote thiS o.v,~~-~~r.iu~~~o~,:~~1G;~~j 
again. Thus Cannon in his speech on tht~ Russia~ 
the \'ct·y beginning of thO dispute October. 16, 
"De!enslsts at homo were defeatists on Russia. 
Ru63ia wel-e defeatists nt home.'' (Struggle for a 
Party p. 212.) This was ori Oct.obeZ.: lfi, 1989. Su~marb:ing 
perapect.lves in the Fourth Intern3tional of May 1940 
S.W.P. wrot~: 



r . ,;~;,; moke lliO luoxmohlo hlunder o£ repoollng 1940 oil 0\'er 
f;'." ugu-.1\ untl ptOJihC~<)-'IIIg thnt Shuchtmuu'r; potdtion un Jlolunol 
I would loud- to thtl supJiort nf the .Amcrlcun clomnc:rncy In thr. 

I. , <'nmlng war. k B . h 
The W.P., huving E<llll C11 off u1·nhum Wit out a tremor, 

f 
cnntrnl'\' to the <'XJh.,ctutionf.l n( the S.W.P., went ll!! wn~· full 
ot conritll'ncc h•.·cnu:.c ~1c S.W.P. l<cemctl to Uc attacldng, not 

. the W.r., hut a fi,~nu·nt nf it~ own im:Hdlmlion, Thi,; confiril'llt:•l 
f, waA enormous!>• Inc:rcnJwd by cert!lin ndions ot the S.W.P. ou 
I this \'cry war question. The S.W.P. fnllcd to make =t iormul 
'~:1 . dcdn.ratlon or oppor.ition nt (h(' heghmhtg of the impfltinlht 

war. It pul t'orwanl n theory 1.1f tcle!-copiuJ; the impcrmlist war 
with the unti-FnJ<ci~<t. war which Nhocketl the comradel'i of tire 

r 
W.P. immcai'UI'ahly. Shnchtmnn at t.hll time h!intllcd this wlt.!1 
firmnes.'f, moderation aut! goud sem.e. We rt!eommend to !tim 
thto t=.une qualitil:!'l in treating thill question in the nuxt pi!riotl. 

I 
Thl: !<ecoud l'iCtinus ('rrur wn~ in rego.ml tu prolet.ariuni­

:::ation nnd the building of the party. The S.W.P., nntl here 
r 'I'rotsky wa!'l equal!~· in error, br.li('Vt'd that the W.P. wn.;; 
\ llfruid o{ the h11rd task of penetrating into the workers' milieu. 
i The S.W.P. continued tl) belic,·e this wlum Cl"l'lJ" !lhred uf t.'l·i· 

i dcncc pointed to the rontrnry. . 

I THE POSITIVE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE W.l'. 
·. _ No party of. the

1
£Fourth. lnter;'at

1
1onnhl, nothnc \lc~cpr •

1
ouhght 

to prolet-.'lrianlze 1Uie more mtcmnve y t an e • . t, ru; 

wom itself out. tryln:t to build a party nmong the worker:i. 

I
; . -- Duy in and day out" it has mnint:lined a. finn clns:l line. Jt 

· tu_n1cd it:~ back upon the petty-bourgeois intellectuals. It· ha11 
' : t mllintni;ted n smoothly functiol)ing organization lor ~ever:ll 

!··,·:· t· years }Jy devotion, sucriCice, tenacity and organl~atlnnal skill. 
·;J;\.: Thls i3 no mean nthie\·cment. The lending staff has nhown it~ 
'';•. self t.ho absolute opprrslte of purely literary tet1deneles. lt has 
·:; ~ h<!en ready at all time!! for hard day-to-day work In the pro­
,l- 'leturinn m:Ueu, in the provJnct'!s. How to build the party hnfl 
;,.. -. don~inated the orgnnization irnm first to ln11t, particularly be­
';, twe~n 1940 and 1045, when it began to doubt itsP.lf. !t was 

i/:>. ai p'ol~mica :and j'the bureaucratic jungle". ltH failure therefore 
-:;._: baa been a political fuilure, a failure of its political conccp­
.~."-;_;._ tion11. in the. United States • .Yet most of the pnlcmlcF! of the 
;;:.: . .- S.W.P. reemed to be directed a~nins_t what it f'nnce_:ved the 

[
5y_--· W.P. to be In 1940 and not ns it cont:retely de\·eloped over ti1e 
{ yearE~. · 1 

~"-~,:· Wh~· were tJ1e mh;tnker. so serious and wh)-· were U1ey m&dr. 
rt,~_::.- !n the fihit plnce1 l'he nnswpr is of nntwnal and hnematlonal 
~ ~· ·.:··._ImpOrtance. ·roday the whole international strugglo is on :1 

1

'·.:·.·:<:.!.: far l.llth!!r plan.e th~n i~ .was in 1914. Bolsheviks like Kamcnco· 
' .. -:-·:·_·; could waver on the policy of dcfeutism in 1914. In 1939 the 

;.:-',-: ~·a1ious urgani:z.ntions of the International stood fim1 down 
'.· ·almost to the lnst runk and filer. The attractive: power of 

1 _';'_~:~ • Jmperiali!lm hatl ,Jccllned below zero. To hn,·e expeett.-d tho 
L· .:. -' W.P. to capltL~late to tl:e wnr was· a fnt:.e nnnly11is not 110 much 
L._-:~ . o£ 'tho W:P. ns Or nur epoch. From thlH u conclusion of inter­
,·.:.·:::_·na.tlCinnl importnnr.e cnn be drnwn. In our day (tomorrow It 
~;.·.'~-~may change) but in our clay opporitmiRm in the re\·olutlonary 
~-~_':":· niuka docs not exptct~s IL<~etc on the war (JUe!ltlon ns it' did with 
'-~~.~ _ th~ St~cinl Democracy ln. 1914. lmpE:rlnlism ·and its re!onnlst 
:-~~:·:~~.supporters ·arc too discredited. Tho firm.~L opposition to the 
i;i.:-.'<'.:war enn be accompanied or t'ollowed by the Ctnll5cst' oppor .. 
;;r,'.~ ;·,·tunlsm on Ute question o£ the revolution. 
f:·;F '> · If tbiti Ja true evoryw!tere, and we believe that it is, it 
;·.;-~.:~.:.wait pnrtlcularly trtH! b thto United St-Pt~ll. The nbjer.th·~ Mltu:t· 
'-.-{.~--tJon'·hl tho 'United States afforded no intennedlnte bridge be· 
~;_~t~'etn a ro\·otutionnl')' tendency and tho Democmtic Party or 
~:-"•i7 •• Rocirevolt ltllbo, and Rankin, Not merely their subjecth•e 
4:~~:t_~·-qualitle:J 'ami the long training of tho Fourth Intematl.,nnl, 
~,>:?.:Loth of whleh we would be the hut to umlcrestlmato, but 

~f{1Jv! " ' . . 
w,·.'r:;:r.--:o . .. ' 
~tt~i1-~..;·::.::;:,< :;~' .~,·~~- .'~' 

objectlvP. 1·lu~s :md pollthml relations in the United StnteJt help. 
t•d to iwcp the Worker:~ Party on tha correct puth. The dt.oclK!v8 
!locinl nnd pulltlcnl featurO of tho United St.ntoa governing all 
ll~Jl<'l'ls of il~ lift!, hlt'ludiug Its inlc!lectunl life, is the ub~>VJ'lr~ 
of a mn ... s $nciol-Dcmocratlc Party. Jt is the sourtc of the 

. J.!l'~nt<'st wc1tknNs tn r.olshc\'l!!m llut n source nl::;o of its 
grcate:.L :~lrcn~th, In lUH thcl't' was no EN:lnl or political 
temptation to :-;oc:ul Jltllrioti?.m or reformiNm. Not o:lly neg­
tlth·cly but JlUNith·cly thiN :lb!lcnec guvn advantuges. The e.b:­
l'encc of the mmi!l political JlnHy comocllcd a re\·oJutiOriarsr 
tendency to J!O tu tliC proletariat In the proccM; of production 
it.'lelf. There wu~< no other wny of mnking cont.u.ct with the 
worker:<. Final!)• whlm Shnchtmnn in 1945 realized that 11dem~ 
ucr.J.Iic dynund~m·• hnd failed, being a revolutionary in thC 
Unitetl Htutc.-1, the onl~· roud thnt lay open WM the r.1nd back 
to the S.W.P. All this i~ rooted in the conditions of the United 

'"States. 'fhcsl: are th(! comlitlons under whirlt Amc':'iean Bol;­
"he\·ism f1111rtion,.; and which must didatc strntc,gr. 

II~· 1!1·15, c('lntr!!ry tu expectations, the S.W.P., like other 
tr.ndt>ncic~< ho tile r~ourth International, hud not bccome\a .mas~ 
party. Contrary to all expectations of the S.W.P., the W.P. 
hnd not dir.intP~rnted. f'ur !rom lt, It. had shown an exceptlon_al 
\'itulit)-'. ·Jt. wa:; ncee.~sary Lo ·incorporate t~ese valuablE:, ex-:­
perietiCCd COI:1t£:.dcs, or· ns rnlln)' as possible, into an oz:gnniZ;B':' 
tion'l'for their own sake. Secondly jn self-def"enEC it- was n~ 

· c:-.:.:.::ry to do :;o. Thu .... -rcU:hoJ o;·enb uf the l<i;;t twC. year;; r;bow;; 
this. In 1945 the !'ituation in ~he W.P. waa ripe for Interven­
tion. The commtlcM ·,.,·ere •liasatiHfirtl with the result of·_four 
years' -work nnd wero lof)klne- fnr a ll!tld. Where could tl!.t!!:r 
·took b!tt. to the S.W.P.? They ICO,kOO to the S.W~P. At that 
time thts S.W.P. wan thought to be growing by leaps a.n4 
hot;n\ls. Its .['lfO!,'t'ess waa the suhJcct of constnnt_ dl~9n 
nnd i! not discussion, enrcful observations by the most th9ught:o 
fuJ members of the W.P. The !lllitnnt began to be read ar.~ 
discussed and compared with J.abo'r Acl!on; a far.t :whJch _ hu 
been regi!ltcred in party· docunients. :Many cor:nrndes· of .-ti.J.~ 
W.P. In 1945 were relatively unprejudiced. Some. of us w~ 
\"Cry ~ympathl!tic to the S.W.P., bUt the mo~tt sob~Jo, ~relul 
reading nf Tho :Mllltnnt failnd to t~how any distinctive difl'e~ 
ence Jn the trentmont or the Amerlcun question. In fact during 
the G.M. strikes there W!l.S detp dissat_i.sfatlint~ in .t"he .~.P. 

·with the wny· the pnrty· hnd reacted.' T'no W~P, lenderahlp, 
politfenlly \'olatile, can 11onietimeS make a quick· response to ~ 
situation, jus't a.'l the Mensheviks Jn Russia. used to; only lit, 
them "to )ap-.e ufterwardr. into pe11simisni. The W.P; lende~ 
Rhip made a serlouR eff.ort to ml'et the sftu~tion. W.P, n.em~ 
bers still searching, looked curdully at The Militant. It was 
wid;ly noted and commented upon that after its bad begltlntng 
on tlw G.)l. crisis, the W.P. presfl showP.d distinct advantage&._ 
In thi11 period- Shachimun tleclnred thnt .The Militant wLi.s rev~ 
olutionary on Siam, Ceylon and nil over the world but did no1i 
l'ise nLovc tho tr.::.de union lc;•el tm the ~.!..meric:m Que::tfon. W9 
can testify that this was neitl1er a gibe nor a sneer. It was ~­
sericous e-vnlunti11n nt a limo wh!!n ·serillUS evaluations were 
bein.g made. The W.P., half _in self-defense 11nd lmlf fn goneraJ 
interest, made u careful examination of tho numerical strength 
of tho S.W.P .. lts union policlu .were aubjt"Cted to a serioUf 
!lcruthl)' by members of- the w.r. who hnd experience in th~ 
unions. The)' genuinely opposed tho S.W.P, policy. But during 
ull lhb1 the S.W.P. continued to deuounco the W.P. in te~ 
or 1940. 

RIPE FOR INTERVEN1'10N 
The whole Goldmnn-?tlorrow enmpaign for-unity, the Goltl~ 

man spilt, thu Intrigues and maneU\•or.s Hurroundlng it gave · 
terrible blows to the moral and the poi!Ucal develoJ'Iment ~f 
the W.P. nnd its attitude to the ~.W.P. The rc!\1sal of ~f 
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S.W.P, to tuko n clmtr pu!dllun g:L\'c Sluu•htmnn frric. rein for 
his cnmpnlr,n on "the hurenuerntic Jungle" nml the •'unltJUI! 
contrlbutiontl" of tho W.Jl, In regurtl to !orciJrn politics, 1'hu 
S.W.P. fC'II ht>ndlon~ Into the ~nnre. Flr11t it refused to coun­
tenance tho pontibilit~· of unity. Then it entered Into unity 
dlscusaf(lm; without. making nn}' definite pronouncement. Then 
I!. broke off the 1111ity tllscus~ion~ nnd cnlcrccl into \•intent 
polcmicl'l with tht> \V,P. n!JJIJt nil tlw disputed f!U!'f;llons, !!.II 
rxcept. thC' one question on which the W.P. was patently bnnk­
rupL nnd 011 which its leu•lcrshlp lcnst wn:~tctl discu.<u:lon-thc 
bulldlnt" o( the party in the Unitctl Statcj;, AR late ns the 
summer of t!MG the S.W.P. i~sucd n \'lolcnt nttuck upon thoJ 
W.P. com=iRthlA' of mnuy tholllmn1l11 of word!l, llut on the: 
American tiUC!'!tlon the difference~ poloted out W!"rc wild a.lle­
sntions about the Hohemlnn, annrchistlc chnrnclc·r of the W.P. 
fn tho unions, and the crimct. of the W.P. In not supporting the 
can•lidatcs of the A.L.P., Fr.tnkcnsteen in Detroit etc., inci­
dtmts about which iherc could be atgUmcni.!-i on·hoth ~idt.:,;s ami 
which werl! ob\·iously \'astly inflated 'lUt of th€'ir rc:~.J propor· 
tlons. 

The S.W.P. promulgated a theory of a politica!lr homog­
cncoult party which do~s not 11tund examination either frurn 
Marxist thco"ry, the history of Bolshe\'ism or its own attitude 

.in 1940. Suddenly it tore this theory to pieces by its proposals 

. !or unity which ennhlcrf Shne.itman to say that the. new Party­
·-Would be C\'en ll\OI'e nil-inclusive than the W.P. because it. 
.. would include .the tendencies Jn the W.P. plus thoRo in the 

S.W.P. Under tho undoubted provocatlomo of tlm W.P., the 
.. S.W.P. repeated the mir1takes of 1945, declar.ed once more t)1at it 

proposed to. discuss all over agu.in tl1e political issues which 
.. ha.tl been discUsst!d ad nauseam. !n other wordS it pla)•ed one~ 

more into the hands of the W.P. leadership. 'fhe result iR n 
.horrlblo confu11lon in all rankF. as to what exactly COIIStftutcS 
a Botahc\'ilt purt)·, and the Fourth Jnternational in the Unit(ld 
Staf.l'.s presents a demoralir.ing- spectacle,of rospici.ons, Dlltag­
cmlsms, vacillations und confusion which represent a 'grie\'OU!:i · 
dolcline from p,e,·ious st.a11dardt. 

Ne,·er. did tho S.W.P. recognize tho; couCl't:!.e pn~iti\'c 
:tchie\•cments of the W.P. 11n1l ft11 perpetual prMccupRtinn t..•ith. 
the p1·oblcm of building the party. IL ;,u-crcU nothing t.o the 
}losltive elements In the W.P. as a whole. It saw only Shacht­
man•s 11uniquc Cllntt'ibU.tions" which ns we hal'e pointed out, 
exercised little attr.tctfon for the W.P. membership. It carri_~d 
on the discU!Ision Ro!ely on that plane. Worse" still, even when 
the- Johnson-Fore~t l\finorit)' appeared in the W.f'., an oppo­
altfon attacking thez;o very •t:J11ique coptributions" in . tho most 
1'U.'1dnn1cntal manner po!isible, tl1e S.W.P. lgnoredil Tho S.W.P. 
tend the com·ention documents or 194R in which the Johnson· 
Forest Minority gave an extremely bold Jndication or its po!:{­
tlon on the fundamental thP.oretlcnl .issue underlying the 19-10 
11plit. Orienting not only townrrls unification on paper but unl­
!ir.ation in method, we nnalyzctl all tendencies as fiarts of the 
prospectiv~ whole, and made. compnrlsons between the two 
partie.!! wh!ch have IIC\'Cr been made by any minority which dhl 
not contemplate n Hplit. We contlcmned the Goldmm •• l\Jorrow 

·faction for its cournc. Then cnme tlu~ fir~t intervention uf the 
S.W.P. It wa~ purely Grganlzatfonnl, an intim11tion that in It:; 
opinion the Johnson-Jo~orest Mlnorlt>· Hhould S)lllt from the W.P. 
Wn protested agnlnst U1!R both fnr Its national and international 
i>'np!Jc~tlon'!. The prot~>st lu1s been justified by C\'CIIt.i, 

What waN needcU? What is still needed! An unrcs~rvetl 
acccptuncn or the unity. propo11nl11, Home comprohenslve an1l 
mora cnncrdlscd phtn ,..uch us Truhoky hnd wo1·kcd out In 1940, 
theoretlcnl lntrnnsh.--canco nml orl,"'!.lliznllonnl flcx1LIIIt)'1 couplcll 
'\"rith the thesis on tho Amerlcnn Jtovolution, would have put thu 
11orgunlzatlonal quustfon" in ItA plncc. 'Nu auch pqJicy wus 
iorth~:omhJg, 

All fnr IlK the con~ptlon ut tho homogcneouH party a<<~ts:(',;f 
the S.W.P., we nrc liUitc unperturbed, AK we have always hl· . 
sisted, the mero fuel of unity would hnvl.! deprived the homu- ., 
b"CIICous com but purl)' com:optlon of nil monolithic corniola·' .. 
tions. Len11t of nil, were We disturbed by all the. Jamentatlona 
und h<-ml-shukln,g of the W.P. at the "dCicl!ity'1 of the S.W.P. 
mcmbur;;hip. A party which cut IJUietly through Shachtman'11 
ad\'ocnc)' of the rC!trogrcssionist thcsi111 wntcht>d It. flower for 
year~; in 'l'he New Int.ernntlouul, cnlmly ucceptcd his opposition 
to it, and now in afl probabllity will liCCCJlt it again, aU with· 
out u murmur, cannot agitute us about Lhe way the S.W.P. 
membe!'flhip ncceptr.d "no unit)•,'' then accepted uur..it)'", all 
''at the command" of thr. Jendcrship. We are concerned ltero 
\\'lth the r<:lnfcrct>ment that 'the concept har. given to Shacht.· 
mun'.s false politlca :md ids double-talk campaign !or the ''all· 
inclusive pat·ty". 

A POLITiCAL BASIS FOR UNITY 
. Th~ Johm::on-Porest tcnde!lC)-" frorn the be~rinulng -.resre:J. 
it.s nttltudc toward unity on the objecth·e situation in the 
United States. We append here our rr.solution on unity 
we presented to the 1946 Convention. We placed it, of sct<·:·~_':'<,·;L-,;J 
JiO~e, in our American resolution. For us, unity has never b•~n;; ;;~,~ 
an orgnnizntionnl question but a quCst.ion rooted in the 
oC th~ Alut.:r.icun Rcvolutinl'l. . . · ;:'-"'=: 

"The !~~·~·~;t !~~~:~~i~~;,r~; tie~ and •::~:;:~~~~::\~~;,~··~~\~'5, tmint ~~ 



~ r '''J1!t' On!)• HN'iOUII hUt'l'if'J' t•l llllitt, till' fii'Oh!l!r\1 uf lllf' 
lmt·uwnu:'u" f!mctloni!ll-t' of twu ttrjr;mh:nllou:~ with dirr~~·· 
f'llt polltu·J:] \'U'W~. I~ 111 tlw lu.~l atmlp.is to he- wo]\'.,.d It~· th•~ 
pz·oii)!Jtrlut. Uotlt or~r.nh:ntlon!l z-cc•lt.:nlze in thcurv und 
prttci!r.e thnt the llllccc:-~ of the Fourth hltl'l'nntitinul i:1 
rc10lctl In the muintennnc~ or clu!\t'!il l.'ontnct with the J!ro· 
letnt·int. The :;;nft•~tunrtl for tho mnlntcnance o( unity 
ug:aimt irru_,:p~u:oihlt• f;~ctiun::li~m in lmth JIUrJics i:; ~~ruwth 
n( the r~~\'OIUlW!Hli'Y Jm!·t~·- :.n t~vrlC_'Si1tlllr.li'Jil'l! with tbc OIJ· 
portuulllc~ m;1l r<!~pot~l:IIHhlt•_·~ wbrh wrll hl' pn•!lf'lllo•d tu 
1l by thu umrch ot' 011' Ant•·ricnn Jlwlctariat t.,wnrd the 
,;ocihl ~\·olutir.n. 
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"ln il.~ rcndine.~;; tn l'UCI'ificc itto hulcpcndence :md 
:-;uilortlinutc it." JHllilicul line tn tb~ majnritv in u unifil•tl 
O!'Kani::ntion, tl1c W.i'. ~<hmw the J.."tmuinetw.~:~ of ib claim.~ 
l<l lcl!dcr"h'l' uf tlw Auwt·imn tJrult•turlnt. Under the t·ir· 
cur.l~lancc,;, howt•\'cr, it~. fir.~t tal'k i11 to build it~di a lll:h'rl 
h:::.t• in the Am!!rif~lll f•rulclurian \'IIIIJtU:trol. But 1\L tht• 
:-;ame time, it will llll~-~ 1111 lc~-:"itinmtc u1tpo:-hmity t~> po,:e 
IJc!orc the Fuurth Intcrnation::l In th<' Uniu•d St:lt•'>~ t~ml 
~he American .lll'uleturiut the uhjectin· ner.es;;it,_· f.,r unity 
ancl the renctwnary role pla)·ed by tho:<~ whu ~t:1!11l ill it.> 
wuy." (RcMh:tion on th('· Arncru:mt Que~tit.n, FdJ. ~:.. 
1946 Jl. 40-.U) 

In e!'l~;cnce thRt WGil our. po~ition on unity from the firl't 
day, and all succeeding c\'entil ha\·c :-;trcnA-thcncd It. Shnchtmn•l 
ha!'l recently contributed Hubstuntin!ly to lh<: fnilur~ of 't.lu! 
unity negotictious by his pecullnt• political conceptions whirh 
we hnve suffieielitly- nrmly?."-"•1. On A('l'r.n••t of thh: opnllti<'nl 
rnethud, lie baH ne\'er i1cen uble to make: any ~eri"us nnulrsl:~ 
or tl~e s.w.R. policy on. unitr TtOr go be)•ond int~rmh:nblc spec· 

, utntlons Into Cun~ton•s·clmrncter nnd motive!!, It h one Of tho 
•. greute!'lt crlme11 or the \~.P. leadcrll that fol'_tht~m all pOlitical 

-'-;;~·~ ,acti<•n!l of the s.w.P. nrc to be Cxphtined only In te111111 or 11umt: 
'"'' evil machinationR- or emplricul polltlcnl needs of the hrch·con~ 

<·'i:'.' t~ph-utor s.ud maneU\'Crer, C:mnon. We oppose this tle\'il theory 
.. ,, ~.' of politics root c.nd branch. The disgusting· probing Jnto Can· 
'.:,·:~ .. ::-. 1non·~ ''hunchefi" which clmt·u.cterizes Goldman's nrtich on unitr 

n the New lntemntionnl (,luly, 19-17) ctlnstitutell !he \'Cr)' dregs 
:;k.--.- ot' politics. For. u:; the uttitudc of the S.w.P. _on unity jj{ u 
)~': :· .-. qu~stion of politicnl exnmlnatlon of politlcul policy within the 

v 

\1,_;_::. American Cli\'ironment. . 

~;~~~: (b) S.W.P. and the American R~volutkui 
:-,-~~(:' No serio~s ,olutlon to the unity question c11n be nttemptc~t' 
. t:):-_·· until •some serlouH nnuly11is i11 c:~tubll~hed on the role and the 
·,k·'' .. -r.~tude or the S.W.P. to un!t>·· It J~ -In our \'il!w, u stricti~· 
',\'f.<{·_: pGiiticll.l question-· nml hi it Is hound up much Of the pnllt imd 
'f'-.'~ ~ · .futuro of the mo\'Cnwnt. -

;{-~~/ The key dot:umunt iK not tho \'oluminous nml for the mo~t 
- parL wearisome docun,cnts on unity. It is the Hpeech of Cnnnun 

[:·{.', • nt the November Con\'ention ot the_S.W.P. cnlitlcd "The Com· 
<!3:.";;:.·' .irlg .".m!!rleun Hevolutlon.'' In it occur!'! the following Jll!ftag-~: 
r;~:: 
Lc :: 
),'·" 

rs 
; ,•_.. 
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"AnPthcr tJUCilti<>n mny well be n11kcd: Whnt il'l new 
In tho ''l'holiDs on thu Amt.•l'lcnn Hcvo\ution' \lrt:llt>llll'tl b)' 

··the Nntlom~l Comntlttcc? · 
, "In one t.en:;c it c:m be suit\ that nothing I.e~ .lew: for 
. all our work hall ,Lccn ln!I)Jircd by, nnd nil strugglcK with 
opportttni11t. tclllllmcll's ha\'~• bcl!ll dcri\'cd from, n Cil'm 
confidcncot an, our part in the coming \'ictcr)' of thu Amcr· 
lean workct'll. 

"ln nnothcr acn;;c It cnn be 11nld thnt everything h• 
newj for in the tht'!!CII of the .Xutlonnl Committee on tho 

· ·Amorica.:n llc\'olutlon we nrc now !ltntlugo, explicitly uml 
,,·.;:<.:, !!oncrctcb•, wlmt hu11 111w:ay11 bcl'n hnJlllod In oua· fiothlii 

. with opportunl:>t orgnnlzutlons, groUJIII und tendencies over 
:t.:;~·: · · tJ\ICRtlon~ which WNo doth'tltl\'c from thl~o muln outlook of 
-1K~ · our:t. · 
b"'· ,.. · ~ '"Til_nt. hn11 bccm the umlcrl)•lnr. "b:nltlennce or our 
.,,t . long struggle to l.mlld u homol}'t!nOoUII r.ombllt purt)' That 
~~.!;\~- ~· hiL~ beet; tho moaning or our stubborn and h·reeoncllublc r:. :;..::~-:: tight for n Ellnglo r.rogr.un unlllnl( tho p11rt)' REI u whole; 
~~:;·_·:-,:._ -< /~1· n demoerntic uml eontrnllzotlund dhu:~lpllncd J111rl)• wllh 

l~;; ,, .. . 

:1 )lroft•:->.•iu,nnJ le:tdl't',.hh•: fur tll'ineiplt•tl Jlhll~ic.-lj lot• th~; 
rn·ull'tnrhnwwtlnn of the party compo!-!Ttion; for the cun­
~t·nll':ttwn of thL• Jl:lrh• 011 trm!c uu!on work ('trndc·unlon· 
it::tinn ot the pnrtr'>i uml, it I mu~· Mil' liO without bcln~·"' 
mil'nmlcrstoocl, for it.'! 'America~tlzntlon.' All of thlR derived' 
from our concept of the reuibm of revolullonary pro&peets. 
In Amer~ca, and of th(' necessity to create n party whh thnt-. 
fTl'l'l'JlectJvc• In mind. · 

roo~. w~ hn\·e ,-.-n1·k'.'d nn•l ~<tru~J!'lorl 'to build a. 
part~· lit to lead:~ rc~·olulion in the United States. At the 
Uouom of all our concl'ption!'l wus the IJu:,ic conct!ption' 
that the prokta.ri:m rc\'olntiull is a rClalistic propo:-:ition in 
thi.; country, and not TOI.!rely a !ar·off 'ultimate gonl,' to. 
l.J:- n·f••rrcLI tu on cc-rcm;mial oceuslons. 

"1 :~IIY tlmt i.-: not new. In fuct, it 
1
hn:. often ltcen1 

cltprt•_q;{'d l>y many of u~, im:JuJing 'frotskv in pcr»onal 
urti<-!c.; und sp.tCdlt' ·. But only now, for lhe flri>t time;, 
hu;; it ltt!i'll inenrporhtetl in u fii'Ogl'ummatic Jc.=ument or-. 
thu J•nrty. Th:lt'~. whnt k; now it: our ''J'hcscr~ on the 
·\mcritua n~volution.' Wear~ no\\' :-t~thrg explicitly what.· 
hc•for,• wa;, illlJllicll. · · 

"For the fir>~t time, the pnrt:; a:-; n party i;; JIOBin&'" 
l'hncrl!tcly the funtlumcntal qu.:!stion of the perspectives· 
.:.! th'! Aihuricun Hw:olution." (The Coming American. 
He\'olution p. IS) 

'fhnt is the kt•y lo the past, the present and tlKl future ··or 
the American mo,·ement. Hie Rhoilu:!', hie ::~nlto. Here i~"Js 
Rhotles, · len11 here. 'l'hc old qMtution which bas been -So 
JIOpulnr among Mnrx.l~l:>_ since ":\larx. u~ed it ncnrl:-,- 100 yea.'n 
ugo must ring h1 the ear:> of tht: Am(';ricun movement with all 
its hlatot·lcn~ ovl!rtoncs, until ull t>Crious elfments 'emerge w~th 
u uuitetl polic)'· A revolution~ry p"nrty_ in any cou:1try lncks 
:>ound !oundntlons unless the perspecth•c:; of the revolution :~n 
thnt country ut·e the. granite foundation of the progrnm hizd 
explicit in C\'et'Y branr!t und shade o! Its- U:ctivity. PrCciSe1'y 
this and nothing elK> but this has· been lit the root of ~nu 
t.hl;' difficulties In the United States. Read_ th'c qnoled pna&agri 
ngnin. Whnl should haYe bee'n the foundation and the baitmir 
was C>nly "Implicit.'' It WO.:J only of ' 1•znderlyhig signiflcnncc!" 
It was "our conr.ept.'' It was 1'at the bottom" CJt .;lll our cOit­
ccptions. It ws11 u "Jlerspectlve in· mind.'' It was j'the meU:rl­
ing" of the .struggll! tfl -build the pnrty. lt wus exZ,resSc:t in 
"pP.r~tonul" artide~t 1md §peecltes. Exactb•. And lt .l.a:' prcclset~ 
this that r.ho_uld h:we been dragged out into the open a!ld ril8de 
the n..-.is of au unrty thuup;ht und 'partY lite, confident, milita'iit, 
agg-t'I.!SIIIV~, and all~pervadln~. It is becnuse of this \\'eakness·:in 
the pt·ogram that the conflict., In the Ame1•Jcun mo,·ctnent J--.0.~8 
tnkcn· the mlscrqblc fonn 'thnt they have tnken, .We do n:Ot 
meun to say that split." V:ould not hnve tnken· place, that theY­
wll! not take plnce Jn tho future, thttt C'omrudllfl 'would nOt ha'\'C 
been loat, He. But tlie rolltlcal ·strugg-lus, the c.rgnnlzatlonii.l 
l'elations would !rom the start llnva· been shnrJ!el', cienter, c6il· 
crete. und the present mesH o\'er unity, nnd u ve.~~ shockhlk .. 
mesr. it is, would not hn\'e taken place. We shnlltdtow this to the 
lust comma, !OJ' unlc~s this is clnrlfled, nothing will be clarill~. 

Canilon says thR't Trotsky too had "ortcn , •• expressed" 
the Idea in articles. ThiS !11 not our rending of such a( Tro't· 
l'ky'..; articlm1 nnd com·ersnlion as we hu\'C seen. TroU!ky ·did 
not Cll.press "an ld<'u.'' he fought for\ it.s" l.ncorpc.ratlon Into tho 
\'cry dny-to-day activit)", praCtical nnd theorctlcnl, of tho 
part.)' In HJ:JS. With him It may be snld that it. Wt'.S ••Jmplicii" 
and "of undcrl~·ing eignllic-ance'' up to_IDSS, though even thhiJ·s 
doubtCul. But- f:-om 1038 on hb position wur~ clear. In tlie 
C~ll\'Cfl'lltiOM hi! Knitl; . 

We uro for u puty, f{lr un lndc)lendont Jnt,rty ot tho tolling-..· 
mas11cs who will tako po1vcr In Ute Stat.t. We mu11t con-. 
cretl~o !t-wo nrc !o:- tho creation of :factory committees,;; 
!or workers' conu·ol of lndUMtry through titol !actOI'Y com~· 
mitlcel!, All those llUeatlons nl'e now 11ondln~ in tho nlr. ~­
They &penk of toehnocmcy, and put !orwnrd the s1ogllll ot·• 
'production for usc.' Wo oppose this chat•latnn tormull\:t; 

~~;·J:\~:·::~-~-:;::;>.-- -· -~-;~. -~-- ' ·. . .,ca~)j;:i;_~.'!:,&;.;:t~~{;~~~ ~ij~\:$}..j ... ? ... ,.-.;-.·~~.;.-~-;Zl:;->j .;.-~,~~-- ~·~ '' ':-.·i .. <·: .. ~··.:\ '"' </. .;:,•.o';: ~.'./.',.;. ~ ... .;;:~'i--l4.~';,...:_, J.;r'• :.:.:.·~<-- .:'!.- .J-1.:. ~~ :~~~J ~- ';,, 
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nnd ~td·;Jna.:"c the wnrkcr:o~' l'onh·ol of pt·oduction thruugh 
lhc !nctorv Colmmittccs, 

"Lullllbcrg write~ 11 bunk, 'liO l<'ami/h~~.' The 'Annly~>t' 
claims thnt hi~> figut·cs nrc fali't'. We 11ny, t.hc Cnctory_ com­
mittee!' ioihoU!rl sec the books. 'fhls program wu must d~ 
vclop pnr:tllcl with the idea of n lnbo1· Jlart\• in the union~, 
:md nrmcd workcr.s pickets, i.e., workers•' militia, Other­
wise it i.s nn nb;;truetion and an nbstrnetion Is a weapon 
in the hands of the opposing clnss •••• Then we have to 
introduce 5 or 6 demand:>, very concrete, adapt~ to the 

. mind of thr workN.~ nnd fanners nnd inculcntcd into th.~ 
brain of C\'Cty comradr, worker.~· factory committees mul 
then worker:-' ant/ fnrmcrs' gow•rnmcnt, 'fhut's the genuine 
ren~:c of the mo\'cmcnt." 

OJlCII, unconcealed pcrHpcr.tlvc of U1c revolution In 
Trotsk~· pointJ; out thut cve!l in thr._ dnrke.st day~t 0 o~ the rene- ' 
lion In Russin, they took always a~> thcir pob1t or departure .· 
the 1Jighc.•t peale of tho 1906 Revolution. Thf'y took that peak. 
'l'hey had to, whate\'cr thf' mas:;es were .doing. Their prin· 
ciplt'd politics, their consls~ency, their training of thcir cadres, 
thC!ir opp(}sition to other parties rested on thifl. 

Thir; is tb most cxpli::it po~ing of the Amerkan Rc\•olution. 

ln our view it i.s from this weakness that l'{lrang t.he wcak­
nc~s('s uf the S.W.P, it.~clf on the uri!ty que:;tion, It ha.-; con· 
.~i:ot('ntly failed to fi&-ht the W.P. on thi11 ist-uc, i,(',, io Arnerican­
ir.c IU. Rolshe\·ism. A blind m11n could ~l"C the political and· 
orgnnizntionnl difTcr('necs bctw{'(!n tho two parties, But, bc­
('UUse of tactknl simllaritie!', up t.o Augu!:t HW; the S.W:P. 
foiled to difT('rt'ntiale itself );traUgic::llly from the W.P. on 
lhr: American question. The consequence of thin was that t.hc 

::. 

., 

i 
i,". 

( 

t',, 

EclC!ctid:om opposC!d thf11. 
"Tllcrl' ir; :10t yet in the United States the danger of 

fuseiEm whieh would bring nbout the l'lentimcnt of HUt'h an 
organizatiC'In ;1:- thC! worker,..• militia, The orgnnizallon of 
a workcr10' militin Jlre!lUpJJO!Ic,: prf"parution for the sl'lzul'l' 
llf jiov.-cr. Thb i~ not yet on the ord<'r of-the dny in the 
Unaed Stntt'~." 

Trc.t1;ky replied with ho10tility: 
"Naturally WI' can eonquer power only when we have 

the majority o! the wo1·king cia!:~, but c\'cn in thut ca •c 
the workc1':1' m1Jitin would hl:! a small minoritr. Jo:w•n in 
t.hc October Revolution the militia Wail a !.mall minority. 
But the quc:=t.ion i); how ttJ gel thil'l small minority which 
wiJl be organizctl and armed with the :-·ymJmthy of thr. 
rnassc,:, •Hou· can wr do it? By )Jrejlering the mind of 
the ma,:oe!', hy propngandn. The cri!'il'l, th~ t>hnrpcning of 
dn,:.,;:; relullun~<, the <'rcutinn of n worker!l' parh·, u L"'bm· 
Part~· 11ignif1c:= immcdiatrly, imn1rdintcl~· a terribic sharpen· 
fng of forcc11. The tl'nf'tion will be immediate!\· n fn11c:i:=t 

· mo\·cmrnt. That i,.: why we munt nou· connect the idea of 
·the Labor Pnrt.y with th-:- ~CJniiCI)UcnceH-otherwlsc we will 
nrpear only n:; pacif111b• with clemocrntic lllu"ion.-t. Then 

'we al~o hlL\'c the JIO~Ilihillh· of ,.:preadin$' the slogJlns of 
our transitiohal Jll'ogram· anti ·,;cr. the reaction Of tile mn:~~,;. 
We will :;ce whnt :=logan11 11hould be p;cJertccl, whnt =-logan.• 
nbundoncd hct iC 1\'C gi\·e UJl nur sloguns hcforc the exper· 
ii'nc~, before Ml!irig the rrnctlon of the maU>-"t?s, Uum we 
can nc\'Ct' ad\'llnce," 

He \\·as 1\1'1 explicit ns ·JlO.~Iiihle:· 
REVOLUTION THE POINT OF DEPARTURE 
Not a line in the Tranllltional Program itsrlf i11 an~-thln~ 

else but prnof of tlJr rnd thnt the }lrogrnmmntlc im:orpornllon 
of. 1:1e American l'e\'olution wus · the ccntrnl conc('ptlon nr 
Tro!~ky in "1539. . ·: · ' 

.Now it b right hcl-c that, ubsta·actly SIJ('P,klng·, the Kfllit 
of 1940 11hould hn\'c IJ1ken place. And it Is on' thi~ lhnt unity 
must take place, or b~ rejeetcd definitely nnd fh•ully, or, In ca~c 
unity does not work, "end in an cqu'nlly final 'and derinitl\'r 
-~ . . . 

FacEd With thi;; analyMil', as wc facet! it in 10·J6 nnd ns the 
S.W.P. has mwcr faced it iri any shape or (orrn, the W.P. t.wllits 
and squirms likll 11 man who ha11 taken _poh;on, And pol.ton it 1,: 
fOr its tyJJe or politlc.s. The \\',P, fnllr. back on a shume-facl'cl 
view thnt Trotsky wa~; "mi,;taken." Thereby it spitK on and 
t.ramplcli in ~he mud our whole Jlll);l. Trotsk)' wnt~ not "mill­
taken" any more than :\1arx wnli 4'mist.nken" in his Jll'l'J"ICtunl 
preoccupation wlth nnd expectation or anrl rrermratlon Cor 
revolutilln ll\'r.rj·whel'C. A ltarx~t cmmot think ntheJ·wisc. It 
Js the basis ~of hlt1 thinking. And n p:arty cnnnot be held to· 
ceth-:!r .and clariCicd, and den! with lb centrl.o;t. ene111ie~ unle..c~ 
tlds Is the open, unconcl.'alcd, brlllllinR'IY nggre!l!lh'c hn11ls of lt.-1 
daily life. 'i'rnt11ky Willi not promhilng n re\'olution ta anrbl)dy, 
To think tJmt the leuclcr of the Oct. Rc,·olutlnn wus pushins: 
the pnrty on to thr. roml or luh·cnturlril11 and nnurehlsm IM a 
testimony Only to the i;;-no1·ar.cu nnd J!Olltlcnl ba_nk~'U(Itey oi 
those, who, witli the world going to plcc:c!l around them In 
1U47, atilt nro tllle{f to the eyo11 with domoel·atie Illusions which 
thf!y gratuitously attribute to tho mnSII'!!S, J .. cnln wn11 strug. 
gllng in Rni;;in from 1887 to 10171 but whethor his support 
was 2, 2000, 200,000 o1· 20 million, he bull~ nlwaya on tho 

~ . 

S. \\',P. cnuld :-ec in uuHy nothing hut a t(')ll:titlon of the 
struggle of Hl.:O-unlr.&S the \\'.P. t'howcd thltt It was ready to 
l'hO\\' un' utterly different orientation. Thr. \\'.1'. was r.on­
,·inecd that nothing Wil.l; at Pitake hut malice, ::pile, plot nnd 
<'ounter·plot. 1'1m S.W.P. ww, lt..<~ we sec It, not unwilling to 
consldtr unit),' but it was detcrmb1t!d to protect. itJ; meml>er­
llhip from 1111}' dra.._!i•UUt brawl 0\'1~0' the 44UniqUC coritributions" 
nnd other rubbbh of Shnehtman. We who hn,·c had the 
C);}lerieMO in the W.P. know or .the damaging effcet the s.w 
11ttitudl! hnd on tha party a~> a wholo:- het'HIJl'e we knOw 
cffe('L it hurl on our~clvct~, openly und in fad 1]1ilitantly ~ymp11.~ · 
thetic to the S.W.P., both polltieally and organir.atloually. AS 
11lwayro with 11crious quoi!stlons,.·tl'e fln0ght. the political "'"'""'··'·:~;:1\>j 
heblnd the ~uhjccth·e RJlpearnncca. · , 

'rHE HISTORIC MOVEMENT 
.>\II through thP !listory of Ame1·lcan J'adlcnli:'Tll 

problem or reeondling, Of luslng the intl'rnatlonal prinolipl<,< 

1111t1 trsullth.nH of the mo\'f:ment with the ,~:r:~:~~~~~j;~t.~~ ~<orin! maturity nnd political bncltWarclnl!!ul wl1ich 
tho United St.ntc:~, hns been n crucinl problem 0( the 
mov('.ment. ft has been the problem Hfmpl)• because, 
its growth and riC\•elupmcnt~ it Is pel'haps the c:cutral 
of nil Americ11n rc\·olutl(lnary politics anJ certainly 
JltOblcm or American proletarian Politic:.... ThO 
~iou·xi;;L.- fun:d i~; tiu~ problern WD>I prP.:;ent In 
Cfu•ly Comintern there wn11 nn Amoricnniwtlon 
nn·.~ Fo11t.er, and ilnothcr wing which was. · 
Europe:m !ilruggles ·and the European «:!enter. The 'rr.ol>;k,·lot-'i't 

'~<pllt in I92S i•leced Uu;· Bolr._hr.,·ik-Leninist.o~ ill the 
whr.re the mnln tu11k was to build a mo\'ement on thu 
r.at!onal Jll'inciplcs oC the· Left Oppo.-dtion, allen to the 
Jl'llitical experience aud trndltlonli of the United" 
membc~ n( the A.W.P. came into the S.W.P. and for the 
Jlatt left it. The · pnrty mlsseri the whole C.J.O, m<>V,·m<<n~< 
'rho Lo\'cstoncltc!l triad to bt.'t:!ome nn AMerican 
ruined themselves, The Bol$he\'ik Party won' u 
from the Soclnlilit Pnrty and fnlll!tl to a,.;)!Jmilnto them, 

n d'lgi'Ce thtlt. aK soon as they found "JeadcrR of ·~~~~;:•:~~;,:,~~j;:~ 
sJJilt the flatl)', organlzctl the \\',P, and t't'cuted tho 
thnt hu11 now rcuchctl ll/1 prci{CIIt ellmax, Goldmnil and 
1111\'e follow<'tl the ""me courl!c. All we try to J1Cnctrut.o 
the fog o! Jlel'tiOIIItlltlori nn•l JICtly uceusutlons to 
hlr~torlc mo\'cmunt, It t~eem11 to Uri thut the tl(let!c:h 
with -us programlt'll.'r.tlc reorlontntlon untl Integration 
linnnt·y JIOI'Iipcct.h·C!:' ut home mnrks the coming of 
Amorlean Rolshe\'l11m. It Is ntmollt n hundred years ;,,,;.,.,,~·,·.· 
movement hag 'struggled In nln to bridge the gnp 
bnsl11. It Is from thiM lmJ~~Is thnt wo hnvo lcnrnt to ""w .'""'"·• 
thl' poHitlvc nnd nogath•o elemon~ In the W.P. After 
c:~Cporlen~ or thnt p11rty wo wi-oto In our American rO<•ol~oUo~: 
( Jo'e!:nunry 28, 104G) : 
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"'l'he mo11t complete, the most u\'erwhchnh•" t•or1Uem· 
1u1tion of the Party lhw i:; tht• following. lnsteutl of bchl~t 
th~ t.e.ntrul uxb or Party thougllt, life nnd uctivlty, Llu! 
concept o! Ute prolutorlun tl.'volutlon hus almost UlsuJI· 
pem·OO· fro111 the Jlropnb'1mdn und ngitntlon of th~t Purl)'. 
The nbr.ence of this conc.Jptiun has rcsulteft in n llituution 
in which the clfcct of the Pnrty':; work upon the mo!l~C:> 
Is thnt of n )l!ft-trndc union orgnnlzntion with n socialist 
colontlo!l." 

\\'(! persistently nnd milit.antl:r diiTt!rcntintcd the S.W.P. 
Ia·...,m the W.P. because the S.W.P. nflver lost hight of this even 
thoul!;h only as "un underlying concCJltion." Cunnon'11 speech 
pubt nn end" to one ]leriod und nil in all, coming from the 
leader of the S.W.P., rtlat'k!! the grcntc>~t ntl\•:mce thnt the 
Amel'icllll mo\'en:.ent has mud~.! sine~ 193!1. Fol' the program 
mean!l not a little J;omething hut C\'cl-ything·. He :<U.)':<: 

"One-sitleJ internutionulism-prcuccupation wiU1 far­
off qUt:Ktion~ to Lhe exclusion untl neglect uf the burning 
prohlum on une'11 own doorsle1,__i:> n form of esCU.lJb:m from 
the rcnlities ut home, a caricuture of intcrnntionnllsm ..• 

"Thb lll'Ul<UP!lOSes first of nil nn attentive 1<lutly .:>f 
Ainericn ami u lirm confidence in its revolutionary. p~:r· 
:IIJectives .• _ . . 

"Trotskyism-whlch is only another name for Dobh~­
vism-is a world doctrine und concerns itself with all 
questions of world import. But let us not !ol"&et-or 
rather, let l'ome of u>~ begin to reco~niz:u for the fil"st time-­
that America, the United States, 1S pu.rt of the world; in 
fact, its ,trongest and most decisive pnrt, who£e further 
development will be tho most fateful fqr the whole.'' (p. 21). 

Our solidarity is complete. Cannon ;:iB.ys again: 
"Thill "thnructerization o( unrealism applies also to the 

new revolutioni11m of thoS£ who have exalted the ~ubjeetl\'e 
fnetor-menning thereby the pUrt}' and it.<l t.tl"ength or 
w~aknes..<> at the given moment-to first p)UC(! ••• 

. "They are tmrealistlc, but not revulutionury-minded, 
· for they employ, their new 'theory' exclusively fo1· the ex­

.... , plariation of pnflt clefentl-1 and nntJelpatlon and prediction of 
~.::' ... <.:·,,·., ··new 1.11\C:l. I ·don't o;ee anything- revolutlonury about. that.'' 
•. ' .(tbltl. p. 22} ' . ' 

And again (on i;hc growth o£ Amcrlcr~n. unlonll:m): 
r~-:--· "TI1ecr. cumpnrative figures show noL growth, nnt" 
,;; ; simply prog-.reA,.;, but. u. veritnblu t.l'llnsformution of lhP 
(;~.;' .' . clas~. ' And whnt has bl!i'n seen ur, to now are only the 

J

.;. .. ··· . preliminary -mo\'cment.s, the prom se and the a1111Urnnce 

_·J: · - i!/~\~~~~~m'!::Vteh~0;~1i~!fr:~ak~~f;.tgh~f0~:rA.~~~~~:~ 
"" wnrlr~tt'f:. l'hnt ,·.-ill be at the ~arne pace anp on the -~nmt! 
1.-·.- scnle, if not g1·eater. The American worKers· will lcal"n 
;;: ........ polltica ru; thrY lc::.r~ed tr~dc unletn!sm-'from an ::.brlt!g~d 
·· ·; . dictionary.' 'J'hey will take the road of independent 
i{ JiOlltlcal action, wlth·hurrlcane SJieed and power. 

· . ''Thnt will be n great day for the future of humnnit;.o, 
~~< ._ '· · for the American workers will noL stop half wo.y .. • The 
·~ ,._.· : Amerlcun· workel'~-o will not stop at reformism, except pur­
·!"i,' hups to tip thulr hot:~ to lt. Once fairly started, they will 

·. ·go the wh·Jle wny.'' (Ibid. p 30-31) 
' .This !11 OUI' \'lew nlso, In the theses .which accompnn)' . 
the speech, It ill datetl: ( 

"In one leap-in n brief decade-tho Am<~riran worker~ 
attained trnde union con.ocl.ousncss on a higher plane nnd 
with mightier orgo.nizutlons than In any other advanced 
country. In the study ond analysis or thl, great. t.rans­
!ormation1 l'Uther than In Vilpld ruminations over the 
'bRckwardness' of the American· workers one can find thu 
ltey to• prospective futlu·e develOl)ments. 'tinder the impact 
or r,eat event11 and pressing nece11sitles the A"mericftn 
wor ers will advance ·htlyond the limits of trade unionhim 
and acquire political class. consciousness and organization 
In a almllu.r sweeping movement.'' (Ibid p.15) 

t:.''~:·· We want to throw it once more In tho face of the W.P. 
i"'' and all their chatterer~ ubout the ucannonite methods." we· 

'.:.·ari in complete political solidarity with this. Where do you 
standf · 

COMPLETE SOLIDARITY WITH CANNON 
.Our :stand and p1·ogram on unity are based upon 11urh a 

program. Thlli In our view concerns not only the 
the whole American revolutionary movement, The 

or the W.P., whl~h we have followed so closely ami 

in rel~ttlon to the pu.~L nf the mo\•eruent, !11 :m eXJierience of 
,.:ymholicul slglllllcauce. 'J'iw AmeJ•icnn JIClty-hourguoillle Ia · 
sudull)' close!' l~> the prolntul'iaL tlum nny Jlelty-bourgeoisie in 
the ntivuncl'ti count1·ie,.., Thlt; I!! u great ndvnntnJ:te. lt Is also 
n greut dnnb"l!r. Shachtnmn and the. W.P, tsi'C Rymbolicnl of· 
the American pctty-bour,geo!Siu and muny radical worker3. 
Hendy to flghL Aml!ricnn ca)lltalism, but not knowing how, 
indulging in &II sorts t1! cl"nzy empiricism and then looking b11ck 
at the revolutionary movement because they do ,not know what 
to do with thelmel\'C:K. The nssimilll.tion and integration of 
these nnd gimilar clements, the pt"llllen•nLion of the revolution-· 
ar;.• cadres or the Altlel'i.":un Jlrolctnriat, howet'el- finely tempered •. 
from JICtty-hourgcois iJeulogy, the subjective a!<pect. o! this 
tu~k is thu l'ducu.tion or the party in the pn:~t, IH'l.'t,CIIt nnd. 1 

!utut·c or llw Amel'icun suci:dist revolution und n'! thnt this 
implic~. 1'hut j,. t.ht• great les .. or. to be h.-urnt !rom t.hi11. Gold­
man and ~forrow cJIIUJI:icd heCJ\U:Ie they iiUW the· victories .uC 
the Hctl A1·my hnt had no -Eeriou:-1 perspective of the victory 
of the Amerir.nn proletariat. And ~ton-ow's thePreUcnl hostil­
ity tiJ the thesis of the LK.U. succumbed to their fant.a£ies }'ll'C­

ci!'ely because what s~ould hav~.: been the StJurCC of his ~trt:ngth, 
the American prolf!lariat, was the source of his Weakness, .\·s 
the party grows, these tcnclendes will rea11pear in one fonn 
or another. :Uere discipline is not sufficient. The grent Bol­
shevik Centrnl Committee itself, trnlned, ~ducnted and disci~ 
plined n11 no revolutionary leadership bas: c''<lr been, o::ollapsed ·, 
l.leiorll the alwuvs unpreteden~d cirrmmstnnr:es o£ u prolctur-- ·· 
l~n revolution. 

OUR PROGRAj\1 I'OR UNITY 
Fu•- Anu~1·icnn Boildu~v•~m, it.:s -own duvelopment demands 

tim~ it lt:nlptfr ib: ~·ndrc.~ ~m! move forward in militant i:lt~aggle 
on the perspectl\.-eN of the Ameri~a·n ltev~>luUon •. No one de-._ 
mu.mhs o{ the W.P. that It sub!lcl·ibe to what it do~ not. 
helitive iu. All uial ~·c.u he 1lt.manded oC It ·is diKdpllne. But 
thu WoP., lucet.l with thll'l, In u. nutionul uud internatlonnl dis· 
cusdon, will be put. In lt.:J plnce o1:ct' 3nd Cor ·au. 

Our program t01r unity, theref~>N, is as follows: 
(1) A comp.rehensive ~y.;temntic ·and p\anhed JlrOJ:tl'am for· 

the ·ru.ising o! the theoreUcul level of the pnrty iT. tJ1e theory Of 
dinlt>rtit.'al l'lmterhl.ll&m in flpcclfii! relation to American thought 
11nd ~-oor.lul deve!otJmtnl...:.....tlu: Amerlcanba!loi1 of Blilshevh•rn. · 

(2) Ti1e concre~lzation and elahoratlcon u! u program bnsed 
Oh the general. strategic line ot the S.W.P., the, speech o(. 
Cunnon entitled "The 9omlng American ne,•olutlon." For us, 
ns we have l'epolltt!tl over and , O\'cr Df:.'11in, this entails th~ 
•·~llec:tlon, editing ant\ r•ubllcatlon of all tho writings, -cor1versa· 
t.iuns, discuss\on111 etc. of Trotsky IJll tht' American sltl.!atlon. 

(3) Tho unification cif Uw orgunlzutlons on the basis or 
the pruposltiona mnrk~r.l out during the Jieriod when .the joint 
unity document was signed. In our view the S.W.P. as t11o 
majurlt)-, and .having the international :pfestigo that it hM, 
now bears the main responslblllty. The yelUngs nnd screeches 
und petty defiances of the W.P. eannot and must, not be a,llowetl 
to •lellect- u Jlolltlcul line on unity. Thene nrc the result of 
terror und a J't:cognltlon~ of the Inevitable end o! a period. 
The W.P. should have a llmlt-thq Extraordinary Party ~-
1ercncu, and U.s D.ntlcs, ltnnoylng ua they are, should be dealt 
with firmly and/yet with patience. Tho political Issue wlth. 
which now and hcncctorth It should 00 mercilessly -faced Is ·its 
poHition on tho American question •. Stage by stage under ·tho 
inW1·nntlonal pronl\rO, It sl1ottld be driven to tho wall on its. 
American pen;pectlvo11, Thti tiny Johnson-Foreat Minority has 
routed It repeatedly on these questions and driven it Into end· 
less contrc.dlctlon11 and confusion. Any serious attack by.· 
larger forcea w111 pound It to a pulp. Sh11ehtmnn will 11hUt 
and dodgo, ·ae cannot 8'et away with nny unique contribution 

i 
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l1crn. Hi:; own llll.'lllbllrshi(l will ha\'c llll illuminntlu~r· CXJICI'· 

icn.:c, the Jlr:;t. thnt tho~· lm\'c C\'Cr hhd :-~incc HMO that will 
mean mmcthing to them. ACtor unity there may be nnoth!'l' 
nplii:. Dut it would be the gl':'!lltcst po:;:;iblc polltlcul ineptitude 
uot to ~~;c that this time with all thl! conscr\'atlsm, of ilfl pro­
gram and politic:1i }Jcrs:pccth·c, pnrticulnrl)• for the U. S., 
systcmuticnllr cxpo,cd, n split then would not only he ddlniti\'1' 
but would kwvitnUJy dp the personnel of the \\'.P. wide open. 
Once the American question held thr center of tile .stllgll in a 
unified pnrt~·. the !orcc.~ that would C\'Critually rally round lhl'. 
t•tc!'cnt W.P. Enc woulll be either u~clcss or negligible. (A:~ 
pnrt of the Arnrricnn CJUestion must br. included the Negro 
question). 1L is hent, polit(cu!ly, that. the orgunicnlly usc)(>s~ 
clements of the W.P. cnn be pinned down and <i!Xposcd; und 
no't in di~pute:; about the nuturu of llw Rus:.inn state or worF'! 
fotlll, of thi! ull-lnclm;h·e \'l!rsus the homogeneous party, thf' 
c\•il intentions o{ Shuchtmnn or his need .to li\'c ''un ldeologic:tl 
life." Il Is !o!' this rcn8on that the Johnf"on-Forr!St lt.mdcncy 
s11pports uncomlllionally the. refusal of the S.W.P. t!> •li~u·:,; 
insitlc the S.W.P, thn "unique c!>ntribution"'" or Slmehtmur, to 
European C\'ents, 

The Johm:on-Forest )linnrity is not mo\'ell by :my hCnti­
mGntnl Considcmtions nbout the W.P. We do not practice and 
must nl'lk to be excused from these p'!rpctual UIIJlfllitlcnl nppn:· 
·' 

cintions. 1'hc W.l', hus nc-.•cr llcen faced po!lticully 11'!1 il. 
to lie faced. Tho l'Xistencc of t\'.'O Imrlic~, as wo huni int<isted, 
i.~ a :;ourcc of dcmorulhmtion nnd confusion to ·bolh, Who can•. 
nut IICC thut nftcl' the lnst months is blind. lt i!; time to cull 
a hnlt. 

'l'h" \\' ol'. :-!hOuirl be. offered ti1e conditions and told to tnko .. 
them Ol' lcli\'J! them. 1f it refu:;cd !.hem, then il :ohould lw 
treated a~> an enemy part~·. It will hu\'C.· pro\'cd it.~clf polltlcn.lly 
•-uch. 

The Juhmon·Fll!'t'!~t 't('ndcncy at it:~ X;ttiunal Confercnco 
on July 4 ntld 5, 1947, decldt.!d to take all poi<:;iblc Ht.cps to 
join the S. W.P. Its reason for ~o doing nre patent from thi11 
document :md more HPeciflcnlly in its rc:.olution pn~;~cd at thiA 
Conf.:orcnre, which hog heen wldel·t circulatad nt home and 
ubroad, The W .P. in n recent p~blictttion of it.s National 
Committee, gi\'e& :~ntlcc that it intemls rl!~·icwfng the whole 
•!U<!'.!!ti(ln of unity nt its next Plenum. ThiA indic:.tcs only one 
thin.IZ', The W.P. now f(!(!):~ that there nrf' :m!ficicnt forceR 
in the Intcrnntional wit.h whir-h it ('an l:.n!!itcr its. sectarian 
l'Xist.cm:e und thel'efore docs not fret the pressing need· for 
unity whirh lmd dominnto:'d Shachtinan ~incc 1945. ·It. wUJ Mt 
tnke !IC\'Cn yeurH lhis tim~ for these onticl' to mcc~ their ju11t 
deserb. 

Vii. Lessons of the American Experiel'ice for the 
T!1e Amet·icun pnrtic:J, we mu.3t repeat, nrc no longer af!il· 

int.Cd to the Fourth Intcrnntionnl. But the rcacllonury luws of 
the U-S. government cannot prevent the flow of idens nncl 
mUtual influCncing of pnttlct~ and grouPs which hnvc ,ihu sumc 
ideas. We infiurncc cneh other because w~ arc intr.rcsted in 
What we hove to sny,·in tho cndorHemcnt, refutntion, dcvclo)l~ 
mqnt of id\!nS nnd the nrgnnlzntionnl de\'Clopmcnt of tendencies. 
No hoUrC'JOis. lnw. cnn pre\'cnt that. And it it; bceaul!c the 
Aincrleun CXJlet·icnCc is so vnlunble for 111l w~o believe in our 
ideas thnt we mnkc Ute most direct conneCt.ion here. 

· · L<:t us lJl•icfly summnrizc our nn11lysis HO !nr: 
'1. 'rhn l'iplit in 1940 wu.s motl\'alcd substuntially h~· ,tiu~ ,..on­

. viCticn thnt. the pnriy wns stugnntlng and thnt tht' ,\fino_ril.y 
wuultl Lc t~Lk tu '·LUil\1 thi! j)Mty L.Y llyll,iiUic in:.l1:111i of cou'-
scrvntive mr.thod11. . 

2.' The political conception:; oi t.he Minority 'ns cxemplilil~d . 
by Shnchtman were of nn.extremc Cl'lll!iCl'\',:ti:un which did no~ 
begin with the 10pl!t but reflected nn undialcctf,!nl_ nppronch· lo 
the Amcrlcnn cri\'ironmcnt. Time uml lnck of ~;ncee.;s only 
dc.veloped whnt wns nlrca1iy present- bcforCl lllo:IO, 'l'rotsky's 
&ummlng Up of the dilfcrcncc:; bclWilt>tl t!ll: two tcndencic:; II:-! 
re:voh•ing around the t'e\'olutlonnry JlCrsrccth·c.i for the pl'ol~?· 
tnrint )J:I!l brfln con\'inclngly dcmonst1·atctl to bo r.orn•et. 

:1. It is npon ilf :!nlsc nolitlenl pct·specti\'c.i nnd it!! orgnn­
izatillnal fuilurc~ thnt the W.P. hn~ tlc\'elopflfl it." utterly de· 
grading orgnlllzntlonnl concl'ptions nnrl campaigns. 

4. The mnnifcstntlons o! degeneration in the W.P. hn\'c 
'tnkfn :m c:"'trcmr form becnusc or the special ·eomlltloml of thl'! 
Unttcd Stntes..;,.tho nbscncc of n Socini·Dcmor.rntic Party. These 
have dC\'r!lopcd wh:tt t~rc world·wide tendencies in 11 spccinll:t 
conccntrnlcd and therl!!'o!'C exccptlonnlly ln.~tructh•c fo1·m. 

5. Trot~ky'11 method of meeting the crisis In HJ40 WU!! to 
combine the most profound polltieul nmaiy .. ds nnd thcoi'Cticnl 
Jntrunslgennc!Y nnrl Pl'ncticul progrnm with th~ grenlct:t orgnn· 
!zntlonnl flc:dhlllty, 

. 6. The grent tlCud todny In t;1c United Stntc,q b tu do the 
l'l:lmc on tl1e bn&is of tho programmatic. pcrspoctlveH of tho 
Amorlcnn i·c,•olution lntroducctl by Cnnnon in tim l!}ll'cch "Tho 
Coming Amcl'icnn Rc\'olutlon. 

lit: t'! fnbula. nurr;ttur. The- nlmost idcnticid pattern·· 
hchigo rtpmdcd nil O\'c'r the Tntcrmt.tional tOdfU•, except for · 
type of struggle t11nt Tro(:ik)' cmbodi~d in hi:: urUcle11 of 

lt might up]lc:'r tlia't. there i~ a wide: between the 
dcf_eatlzt.~ arul thu · drren11i.st Frendt · 
\r.P. terrol' .before 'Stnlinil=m and lhc i,ij~j,,;;;:!j;6iii;ijiiiJ,~ 
cnplttllntinn to ~trilinlsm. Nothing of 
twin brothP.I'S who ha.Vo grCiw!l up in ~liffcl'e:nt 

Not l'O ('l·ns~Jy us· thu \V.I'., the French l:,~)'";~~··,;:~!::~;~;:;'~ 
excuse, hn." been U\'erwhclmed b~· the d~;lay 
nml- tloc growth of Stullnlsm, It _i~ CUII\'lm!CII thnt 
m·o full of "dcmocrntic iJiu,;ions." Why then isn't 
nil~· ltnti·Stulinlst_'nll thC W.P.? The nllflwcr lies on 
JIUIIL •and Jll'cl'ent Hltuution oi. Frnncc 

The history of modern France I.~ the. hi&tOI'Y of I'O'<olu\.l~n 
nnrl conntcl'-l'l'Voiutluu. Tho French proletnrint hns 
17tm, in l7{H', il'l 1703, twice in 1705, in 1830, in 1848, 
nnd In Hlol4, Its hl•1tory l!!·thc dinmctrirnl npJlo~ite Or 
nf the 'Jlrol<Jtariut in· the United Stntc~. Frnncc 
conxtltutloni; immmerable, rc\·olutlonnry tlicl.utOr:o~hipll, l•·• llnii. 
1111rlist empires, rcpubllcnn hourircoi;;-dcmocrucy, u 
dcmocrntlc monarchy. In the l~si dozen ye:tr,; Fi'nnct' 

- pcricnccd the fn'sci,;t-pr'olctnrlun cl::u;h In the litr~cls ·in 
in\'nsion of the fnhorics in 1035, the gcnea·nt strike In 
the count~r-l'evolutioimry ~oup d'etat nf Petnht ill' 1940

1 

plctc ocCUJI!ttion in 1942, nrmcrl ln::urrcctloJl in IU44; 1 ,.n,,,. lH 
thr country or \~:hich not unl~· Slmchtman, hut. the 
Mnjm·ity cur. say tlmt. the 11rolctna·iut .iK still 
"dcmnerntic illusion:>.'') llut Lccnulio their historical 
the rc\'Oluth:inlii'Y hl!;toi'Y of France und the l'eC<:Iit 
t~rb:i~, the F1·ench hrllc\'crK in "dcmot!rutic illu11lnns" 
t•nmfot·t thcmseh·c"' with Shachtmun's Jllutlloiu; 
crntlc Interlude" nml thn JIUI'I!:tmentnry •lom''"'·'~lc ,;;i,:hl•:or, 
The 11ltuntion Is intnlernblo. lt. mu~! chnngc. 
cnpitulnte to thu :~trongeKt forco-Stnllnlr~m. 
this lllld tho writing;, of cx-Trotskyil;tr~ llkL! 
l'irelo nround him 11how the Hpcclllc 
J;>rcr.ch comrndcs m·e auhjcetml. In 

, would ho Shnchbnunltes ami In Franco 
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be n. member of tlu.• Frrnch Majority. 
The f;IUill! forccK ure cSJltCslllng thcm~elvcH in Britnln iu a 

stlecifically Dl'!tl.sh \>'uy, Thl! Brlthlll Mujol'ity lmH promul· 
gaited n monstrous jo;crii•JI of Illusions about "r<>CO\'rry" nml 
"stabilization" in Butojlc. It hu~ <'lnbornted theses uhout "thf! 
democrotlc illu;lon~" of the British workHII, nnd in 1946 it pro· 
duccd n rc;;oJution in which it wurncU ngninst rc\'tllutionnry 
cxpP.ctntions anti put Ufl u strut~:g;ic lnnr.lmurk in thJ Driti11h 
parsper.th·r the clectiolls of 1950. This wn.~ ju.~t before the 
fuoel ::risi11 opened up the aby!ll'i before the eye11 of the Brilish 
worker$. This wn11 bad enough. But the ~o~ourth Internntlonnl 
hns ·never hmi such an l'Xllericncc within ul\ the ycn1'S of it~ 
existence as hn,; recently been giwm it by the Briti,;h Party in 
1~47. In the snmc wet:!( that it wa~ Jln~r,ing Confcrcnc•l rc,.olu­
tiont. about tlw illusion;; of the Bl'iti::h Jfrolcturiat in regard to 
tho: Lubot· Government untl the lulling benefit." it luu.l ret't'iVed 

,. "rrom this gt)\'ernment, the Labor f'dme ~llnistcr (and the 
} leader uf the oppo~ition) were infcmning the British public uf 

li 

the details of an economic crilli:~ which threutenetl the exl~tence 
of the nation anti would Impose renrs of privation greater than 
thollc 0£ ·the war. It l!i Shachtmnni:;m o\·er again, bowing 
belure the British parliumerltar)' - democratic 'tr.ulition, the 
strunr:e11t tradition in the Driti!!h society n.s the French 

l 
~\!ajority bows before Stalinism and the W.P. M11jority hefore 
American petty-bourgeois· radicalism. 

.
·, We, with our experience in th,.. United Sttl.tc;;, nrc not 

£urprised that exactly umong these elem!!nts there are the 
y_·~-· gr~atest hostility to "methods," j'hu:k of self-criticisnt" and 

l
,:: , <lhurenucracy" and all the organlzatlon:J.l counterparts to losi! 
··,:-·· of·revolutlonary per~>pective, and the incApacity of understand~ 
-~.-.. ~ _-·ing in.1947 what Trotsky was Insisting on in 1938. The:oe ten· 
!.·~·.' . .", :_ di:ncies, functioning h~ countrit!s where -proldurlan pnrties ant.! 
-~'::-··traditions exist, have been held in check from the mor.! rldicu-

1
;i--,' }OUS blunders of the \V,P, ·But it is the cxtrPme eXBIJlJI)C that 
·~~ best illuminates the trend. As Trotsky said in his first article 
f-7. on the 194\J crisis, "It is n!cessary to call thlng3 by thel.r right 

j
~~;..- names." Thl! Frencl1 Majority and the British Majority show 
.:ft: ~too many signs of be~nning ha 1947 where the W.P. begnn in 
\ \'/ 1039. It Ia not suggested that they must Inevitably follt~w the 
.') ;~ samu course. But the Johnson-Forest tendecy can spen'k with 
,~,., 1 ,· USBumnce of this. It they do not calla halt, but pursue the line 

p!!l"lta!l~ thnt vidoriou~; Clcmencl'nu will create within the 
wnllR u( the eu)lit:tli>~t ~tllte a network or ucuOOmius for 
the ~oclalist c•lu<:atiun of ihc! mus~ct>': H ea)lit.ullhm repro-­
duc,·s from one b'llnet:ution to the next the chuin11 of woga 
.~hm•J·~·. tlwn thl"! prnldnrinl in iL~ derJlf!.-4t luyerR carrleM 
n\"1!1' thu·klil'!l» and ignornnre from IJflnerallon to generation. 
If thr. prolcturian masses could uttnin a high mental and 
SJlil·ltuul developmt!nt under l'apitalism, then cnpit.nlism 
Wt•Uidn't be so bud u!tcr nil und thrre wuuld be no need of 
~-udul l"lli'Oiatlon. 'J'hc JII'Oit•tariat must huvc u rcvolutio:t. 
prccisr.ly Lr."CuusCl cttJlitnli~m ki-ep.i it in mental und spiritual 
bondage. Uncle!' the lcad£•r:dliJI of the adVliJICed lnycr u~e 
immature ma:>Scs will reach maturity during the revolution. 
Without the revolution they will full fnto prostrution nnd 
t~odcly ns u whole will dt!t'ny." (The Fir~t Fiw Year.~ of 
tile Communist Jnternutinnal, p. 7~) 

T:w argument today i:< noL u~t Bonupnrtism, or little~ 
difc•Jesiun~ ubout the Lt·ninil---t usc of "ilemortntic domands" or 
the JJUiitic~ of the denlocJ·atic-)lolitict:al revolution, or about 
::.tnti~tic,; uf the boom or pnrtiul boom. To•lny the fundamental 
rnonmu:nt or the proleturiat b M.tcinL lt!o~ n·actlon to the stage 
nf dC"Ve]opment of society. Trots;ky in 1940 forc::ulw the full 
~coJ•e cf tile crisis for ·whirh ·br.urgeois St"~ciety WJUI heading. He 
!laid t11at if the proletariat Nuld not :>eize power in the crisis, 
then it waq impot~l':iLle to conceive circufll!'tllnces in which it 
could. •He Jo~aid further thnt if the revolution did not como 
1luring or immf>dintely after t.'"te war, then we would have to 
::.dmit that the Stnlini:>t burcn.ucral'y wns th~ precursor oi a 
new Tnllng cla~s and we would }m,·e to admit that the !unda- _ 
mental prcmil.-es of 3'lnrxism were Utopian. Dy "i:nmediately,":­
Trot:Fky could not poss!blv have mcnut a point in time. Clno 
month, six month!!, two y'llnrs, as th~ metupJJy~llcaf petty­
bourgeoif> Idiots believe. •He meant u st.nge in the ·devt.'lo}lment · 
of the cl:l11s strnggle, 11 .PClint at which onll could say that. some·. 
.wrt 'of social stability h11d -bcc:n restored, so~e accept.n"n~ by'" 
t.h'e mus~l!s of the !lucial ol"der ns still vill-hle. ·No "such' point'' 

. has be!:n reached. There is no sign of it. If the ••democratic · 
illu'siorii!!t<;".beUeVe that Eul'ope and the world nl..C not tremb.:­
ling ou1 the ·~dge of an nbys;;, let them ssy so. If thP.y bellevo1

:: 

thnt the world is "trembl1ng on th.e edge of an aby11s, O:nd the/· 
mus~l!:> atlll bclle,·c: ln private )lroperty', bourgeois parliamentary ' 
democr!icy and.the Ultltcd Nntions aa a means o! stoJlpini wa.r1 

l~t them 1!8)' t~o. We will drnw the conclp..qions !or them. :But 
further e·tasion on these tundaml•ntnl i's!lues has now becorilo:• 
iniolerabie. 

:,w the W.P. SOCIALISM OU llAUllAIUI:!M 1
~~/.; to th~ end, their degeneration and bankruptcy will be more 
'fj[_·;, swift and complete than thu degeneration and bankruptcy of 

~· .. · WEAKNESS 0}1' THE FOURTH Trotnk)- said further thut it thel'e wem- no revolutioual.y.:·.· 
,c;. ':' It rem:alns to outline very briefly what Js needed to check developments nrter the war, all parties would degenerate.:~ 
{: these tendencies, pr:ecisel)' because this iR needed not only to Today two years after. the end or the wur, . all _over" 

t'
,_),,,_-_. ·_ .. ,:t_'klut"'t"o•n-',e ct.ndcncles but f.•J build tne_lendcr,qhill of th£: soc.iul the International moyement, t.l1ost who had ·.Tegarded · 

....... TrutskY's analysis as a proml~tsory note of Success!ul l'eYo1u•. 

~
·~;.:·~ FQI' the Johnson-F<trest )llnority the proletariat tod8y i.; • lion on :1. gh•en dny, ri.1·e -beginning the proi:ess of degeneration •. 
i .. 4-::_{:'- not in any sense o! the word •'backward" and is devoid. of demO:. They are cxpre~1=ing the -same ci!;fcatlsm, hit~torlc pesslmiam,­
"·-.· · cratic or pacifist illusions. There can be no compromise whnt· petty-bourgeois imJlntlenCe- nnd flmplricism which_ the W.P., 

,;.:>->ever on this, The proletariat has lllu:dons but they nrc overwhelm~ by the defeats culmlnntlnr, In the tStalln·Hitter· 
~:;<~·.·ravolutlonnry illu:lons. It is ready for· )'('volutton torfny a.q never pr.ct, Cxpressed In the split or 1!140, 
·F•~;·~·b~ot-e. Thl~ Js lts response to the stage o£ development of Trotsky's progno1;is wn;, absolutely correct. We :Uve !n 
(:':::_·::society, The bclie\'Crs in 11demoeratlc illusions" will react the reality or it. And it demands from us the same firmness in 
f!'~:'- vJolentJy. Let them. By the time they have found the argu· revolutionary· perspective nnd thC same profound concept of the 
;:/.~·- in_ents to m~t this dh-ect challenge, they will haYe nothing ~>Cif·mobilir.atlon nf the masses with which Trotsky anticipated 
~~.·~.under their feet. · the reality In 1038-1040. Where hlis the Intcl'nntlonalfuced the 
0?'"':. '•In, 1921 Trot:1ky had to deal with n.nother type of thoHc seep_tlcs and the doubters und the "dcm(l_crutlc Illusionists" with 
izt·:-Who"bellevcd t.hat the masses ''were not ready." He met thO!'m the phllosaphlcal, econo]'11ic nnd soclalapulr11is' on the same Jove) 

1~bot with petty arguments .but with the full Bolshevik armory, ns the RceptlcK nnd the doubters'! Doom? .No, no boom. Dem~ 
P.' ... : , "For If the mANHCS who huve gone throUgh t~e long cratic Illusions? No, no democratic illusions. If in 1940· 
~~-- · .•. preparatol'Y Bchool or pofttlcal und trade union Eotrugglc and . • Trotsky hud met the, Mlnol"lty on thnt basis

1 
the results would 

~);;.~:"who then puased through the four ycmrs' ScliOOi of clnugh• )Ul\'C been cntastroph!t', 
.. ·,:._;-.., ter- have not mutureci for revolution, them when and how 
Ef:.;..':.1 will they ever matutti1 Dn Merrhcim and the others think The whole theoretical n_Loed ha11 .been lifted to a.tar higher: 

~ .. - ,-
~· '~~ . ' 
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level than wnR po:c11iblc In HI..IO brcuu~r of the objective con­
crclcncs.'\ of the rclnlionH. lr, ns the ·boul·gcols world :my.~. 
humanity fncc!l destruction, if mnn hns rcuchcd on ultimate 
Sl"lfc in his dc,·clopmcnt, if the ulthnnte truths of l\lnr:xism 
are in course of bring tl':-;ted once nncl for nil, then to full to 
relate thts~ ulllmutc truths to objccti\'C rt!lllit.)-', to fnil to tell 
the workers .about them in the most direct nntl concrete mnnncr, 
to fall to face .the tloublcl'.'\ and the ;.ccptics with fundnmcntnl 
questions po:ccd in the mo!it ruthless munncr, J<; to r'cuounc~ 
tho only mcar.!'l of calling cloublcr~> and :cccptics to their 
Ecnscs or of rou\.inJ,::' them romplclcly. l>c.;pilc the ,·cry serious 
mlstuke11 of !\.tun!~. his concrete progrun1 :chow:c that he recog­
niua thi11· rc\'olutlonary mobili;r,ntion me the ncr:d uf the hour. 

Thn central c1ueation of the Driti~h Conference wn-1 the 
question of entry Ol' non-entry into the Labor Pnrtr. The 
central question, prepared for a l'Ct1:· in ndvtinrc, should h:ml 
been th~ finn! blow,; nt the unbt>lie\'nbly fnl:'e approach of the! 
whole British party to the wodd crisi:< and. the bankruptcy o( 
the Brit.lt<h econom~·. This iK thr road to the ~olution of the 
entry question. WithOut thiS cntl·y or no entry ;;oh·c~ nothing. 

The most 'itriking feature:~ of the present political scene 
:is. the trel}lendoui' social and Political mobilization· of the me.:<sr.s 
in France nnd Ital)-' in the Stnlini,;t parties. Stalinism h:tl"< not 
nia.de these mo\'emeut~. Thc.~e mo\'ement,; have made Stalinism. 
Tp approilch 'them a;; Stalinist phcmm:en:;. i;; ab;;o:uicl:,· fal~c. 
TJie)-· aN n product of the cJ;Ili::. Similna· movements can tak\l 
place .in the United State$ under J"eformis\. lcatlers:llp!O other 
than the Stalinlt.tr:. The)-' rejlr~'!P-nt the Jlrolctarint on !t;; t·ond 
fJ;om tliC dePths and burdens· or barbarous. C3)lil!illsrit to the 
~~~.steey o! society. Where is the !loclnl analysis of thh:, the 
out"!llnnding 11ocinl mo~·cment; of our time? 

Said •rrOtllkY .in 102i: 
10.MIIlions o! new workerK nrc streaming into the \.rude 

· unilln,ln Engl.md the great flnod tidt! ha~ doublc:d the union 
:membership, which at "the }lre~nt haH reached the "fii,"llrc or 
51200,000. In Frnnee ·the numb~1· of union ;ncmlter~ hns 

· Jtl"OWn from 400,000 on the c\'e. ·of the war to 2,000,000. 
Who.t c:bnnges does thh. numerical growU1 of the orgunizl.'d 
worke_rs Introduce into the policy of t;yndlclllisl)l ': 

· . ·• 'The "o':orl;crs j.;1n the tr:ldc unioi\5 ::ol(-1,).- !or tht: t:::.kc 
or Jmmedintc materia~ gnins,' reply: tht· conc!Hatorfl. 'fhiN 
theory.is fnlsf! from'beginning to eild, 'l'hc: gJ-cnt inllur. of 
worknrs into the trade unions ht elicltc;l not by jl(!h)', ·<Jay­
t.o-da~· qucl!tlont~, but by thl! colossal !net of the World Wm·. 

·The working n1aMes, not ontr- the top ln~·ers but the loweRt 
depths ns well, nrc· rJnu;ed anti ulnm~o.-d by the:' grcnh:~;t 
lJistoricnl upheaval. E:u:h indlviduul pt·olctnrlnn has fie!H!Ctl 

·to a never equuh•'d degree his helple~sncss in the face or the 
mighty lm;>crlnlls.t. mnehlne. Tho urge to establish ties, the 

·urge to unification and ~:onsolldntion of forces haM mnni­
. !ested. it:~elf with unprecedented power, Hence flows the 
. !tUrge or mllliona of workers Into thl'l trade unions ot• into 

U1o So\•lets of Der,utfell, i.e., into euch organizations liN do 
not demand pollt cal preparation bwt repre10ent the most 
general nnd most direct exprel'flion of the prnlett~rinn clu~N 

·struggle." (Ibid. P. 73) 
There i11 more to bl! lenrnt from this ;halt in the· thousarld>t 

or words Gcrmnln 1111et~ N refute Shachtmnn'~ ·nonsensical 
theorJcg about the Stallnh•t pnrllu being totnlltnrinn partie.~. 

On tho question of Gcwmnn)• cun be IICCn all the wcakncs~e~ 
ot the lntcrnatlonnl. The Mtrugrc~slonlsts hR\'C loudly denumdml 
a''Bclf-crJtlcJsm'' n( the Jntcrnntlonnl for IL~ "mbtnkcs" on the 
Gemmn I'Cl\'olutlon. ,The Johuson·Forest tendency hns not yielded 
micl will not gh·c WD}' one millimeter to them on thb. After thn 
dC!cat of Stnllngrad, the German nation futetl tho prolctnriRil 
rcv'olutlon or cumplclo ruin. In thl11 gr.:!at cli~tls of Germnny untl 
ol Europe we urged and ndvocnted tho l'll\'olutlon. But It !nllet\, 
The only criticism we hn\·o to mukc is tho rcpublicnllon todn}' 
ot a\'ery document In which wo urged it, couplet! with tho most 
wunitlguted expCiillfO ami dcnunclnUon o! uny rcvolutionnl"J 

• 

tt'ndcncy which Mlmwed the Mllghtost her.ituUon or uncertalnl)• 
on thi:< question, 

ThiR h1 not on!~· n tiUCstlon of the past. Gernumy Ia a 
toueht~tone of re\'olut.ionur~· method r.nd Jlerspt'cll\'e. In 19411, 
in our t'C!lolution on the European question, we !ltuted cntu- . 
gorlcnlly that only the united t·evolutlonnr~· proletnrlut would bo · 
uhh: to rebuild Europe, othc-rwil!e Europe would not bo rebullt 
:at all. We nrc only to,, rendy to di:<cusR with thosll who wish 
to llrj.."llc othorwi:;t!. Now, toda)' Europe Is n broken continent ar.1l 
the German people a1-e the must broken of th~ European people!!. 
Yet, nc; we pointed out in 1!143, whutcver it>'~ conditions tod::ay 
the Gcl"mnn proletariat" is the c.nly clw.s In Gcnn~t.ny thot call 
lend the nation. And what is its future 1 Thnt d1!pcnd~ upon the 
EuroJ1cnn proldnrint, ut presen~ the prolftta.riat of ltRl~·, Fro.nce 
nnd tomor-tow, perhnp~ Spnin. A revolutionary dc,·elopmcnt' Jn. 
lillY onf': af theM cr1untricl! would 1-;ct the wholll of Wcst,cm 
Europe nfire nnd at. u t<inslr. stroke lift tho Grrn1llll proletariat 
to itll feet, and fn<'c the occupying- powers with P. cri~;i:;~ which 
they could not solvt:. There '" no other force thuL cnn do it­
Thnt is the only future for Europe. The slog:m fur the Socaili11t 
United States of Europe becomes a concrete ~>l<•gan, nOt one tor 
.MnnlfcstoeF. buL one whir.h must be kni~ into the dailr agl\a~· 
tiona! routine. It is not Pos!lible to llny (except ful' Muni::) Ulu.t 
thl11 ill understood. The bourJtflolsle h~ taken its "•'\fanhaU 

, ... 

Plan" moril seriously -than th_n ln"tcrnationnl ha:1 t.rlken ~n>L:'~·'!;! 
Soeluli£t, Unitt>J State!! of Europe. 

The opportunistl! can be reco&nlzed b:.· the burninit """''·."·"·\ 
sla11m with which they announce that the 
h."lll pn,;SP.d. If en•n this I.~ true, which it moRt 
we would like tO nsk them if· the <nl>nter··re·vnluUor •. aey 
has all!o pussed. We wn'Jld nsk them all~o if there is 
,.ounj.r)' 11bout which lhcy afe ublc to 1>tute with ·~~~:~~~~f~ 
thut on~ yca1· from i.odny, an economic strlkt: in a r 
dustr~· cnll.1•1t be trunsformed lratlJ a general strike 

tl'!e ultimnl• ~olutir.on. 'l'hrough, nnr \\'eakiless ~:~,:~~1(~~~~;~ the opportuni:.t,.; slip like eels. ··FaCt!d with the 
C\'Uluntion, . ~!ley fly off :1nd 'pose s~rcastically 
of U1e insnr.·ection. Brou~;ht down to earth, they 
while, of course, they agTee with the strateglc 
thL•y :tre !i;;hting on!~· ~OI' t•callt.:r. on conr:r-.:to: · 
tions.·Whcn the conc~te quef.tlons nrc related ttl the Rtr·ni<>eio'> 
fjUCstion, ·they blame the backward proletariat. Whnrt 
letarlat i11 G.bsol\'cd, t.l1ey blame the ab~eno:"e .)f the 
Is. not one of t.hPir trlck11 thnt. the. Johnscm~Forc:;t 
doe!! nut know. It hr the11c which unite t.hcm, not the 
ctUl'!ltlon on which they i1avc C"Jery conctl:i\'ttble ·,•aric:ty 
lions- unci which limy mnni)IU!ntc to defend their roi1Ct.lo;,.,,;•;;,:~•'fi1tl 
world conception!!, 

~he Russian po:;itiM of the .Jt•hn:;on·Forest. tendency . 
pant or • our world revolutionary conception. We adopted 
dearly nnd finnly in 1941 and hn\'C clKbonltecl It Ufl nn 
on Rusllh!. hns bP.C:l clnborntcd since Trotskr't~- We hnvo 
nnd 11hnll km•w how to mh·ocato it, to walt for hil:'torlcnl 
ficntlon and· to go\·crn oun::eh·c:t always by the 
orgnnlzatlonnl needs of our liiO\'Cmcnt at n gi\'on ~-~;::::::·.~ •. :~;.: 
will usc our world rcvolutlomu·y conceptions to 
she\'IHm In our mo\'oment in its national 
dlf!er fro in Trotsk:.·'a In ltl40 · to thl11 

shall nmkc no comllroml;;e whnl.Q,•er with ~:~'~;'~~~;;"';.;.~;;::~~~~ 
rnnk11, our main tn11k Is the elnborutlon or n correct 
n correct strntegy on n world scale fOr thn couerotn 
in 1047 which TI'OlKky of nece~~Sity could On!~· nnlldlpooo 
1!1·10. • 

AuglUI~ 20, ltl.£7 
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On Conversations With Trotsky Transitional Program 
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We reprint below Hll rele\'ant Jlortions of the discus11ion in 
J93S which pn:ccdcrt the adoption of the Labor Part)-' !ilogan by 
the S.W.P. and the dl'aft ol the Transitional l'rogtam. If, In 
1038, it wns lJO!>siblo to oppose what these conver~utlonH 11ignl· 
fled, in the wol"!d of 19·17, oppmdtion h1 no le:;s than bctra~·a1 o( 
the prolet.urlat. in its hour of cri11h1. (Stenographer's note on 
dli!CU!Illlrmri: 4'thcllil arc very rough noll'/\ or dHICUs11lon held: 

, The stcnogrnm has not been l'hccked by nny oC the partlcf· 

r r••«·~~tr~ct From L~bor Party Discussion 
' L.T.-Thl~ quetltion h1 \'Ct)' Jnlportunt and \'erv contpli: 

l' catctJ. When for the fil"l!t ilmc thc League considered ihis qUC_\;­
tJon, 110mc 7-8 ycarll ago-: whether we f!hould favor n. t.nhor 

a Pa.nv or not; whether we should d<.welop init.ioth·e on thl~ !!core, 
I then' the prev.:~\liug sentiment was not to do h. and thnt was 

I absolutely correct. The pen~pectivc for development was not 
, . clear. I helie\'ed thut. the majority of us hopl!d thRt the de\'elop· 

ment. of our own organization will be more spe_cdy. On the other 
J hlllld I beliC\'e no one in our ranks' foresaw durin,g that period 
~ · · the apltenrO.nce of the CIO with thht rapidity and tniM 1mwer. In 

1
'/ ;· nilr }lCl'!'lpecUve we o\'eresUmnterJ the possibility o( the develop· 
t ment· or our party at the expcn~e or the St.O.linillll-1 on one hund, 
f , .and orr the other hnnd we"don't (didn't) see this powerful trade· 

11' tutJon movement, and the rapid decline or American eupitallsm. 
11 • These are two facts which we must. reckon wUh. I cur,·t :;;peak 

1 
' .. : rrom·my own observations· but theoretically. The period _o!_l924 

·1 ·_kniow only through the experience. of our common .frland 
··· Pcpp6r. He.cnme to rile and said that the American proletarint 

~ 
i.·,·. 15 not n re\•olutionary clnsH, Umt the revolutJonnry class nrc the 

·.·.i ·. tanner8 and we must turn toward the fnrmers, not tow11rd tho 
~ · Workent. That waH the conception of the time. 1L wns u fnrmr.rs' 

~ !:· riio,·ement-thc ·farmers who nrc inclined by their social nature 
l.f~· ... to 'look for pnmti::enf!-popullsm1 l0'LV'i11m-in every cri~i!'. Now 

. we have a m')vement or tremenuous importance-the CJO; .aome 
,, .. ,,. · ·3,000,000 or more nrc organized in u new, more militant organ!· 
; -~- tntlon. Thia organiznUon which begun w1th strikes, big lltrlke;;~, 
' ':· · .. _,· and also ln\'olved the AFL pnrtlally in these strikes ior n rnif:e 
~,_,: In' wageJ;1 this organi~ation at the tirnt t~tep of it..s.actlvity runs 

f 
.
....... :::.~ Jnt.o .. thc ~fgg. cot crf~l:; in the U.S. The ;:cr.;pec:tive fnl' t-e:momic 
, strfkfis if; for the next pcriml excludccl, given the situation o{ 

,. :. the growlug unempl(l)'CU runks, etc. We can look for the poR· 
;r .• ' slblllty that It will put nil IL1 weight in the polltlcnl bnlc.nce. 

·:·;:' ' . · Tlte whole objecth·e !lituntion Imposed It upon the wnrkers 
·.; .... 'aa upon the leader.~,--upon the leudnrs in n double ~>emm. On 

!1.~:· .. ·. one hand they exploit th111 tendency for their o\yn authority nml 

!
· .. · .. · ·on. th~ other they try to brt!uk It nnd not penmt It to go uhead 
·:~·,\·. · iir. its lcnclerH. 'l'he NPLL hns' thb double function. J believe 

· ·-· ·. that .our policy need not be theoretically re"IHcd but it ncedu to 
'~· be cOncretized • .In what sCnse'! Arc wn In fnvor of the cr~ntlon 
:tl · of a· rcfc..rmlst. L:\bor Part;~:'! N<!• Are we in fllV'?l' of a poll~)' 

t··.:. whfrh can give to the trade umonH the po8!>iblhty to put It:; 
. · wClght..upor. U1c bulancc.or tho forces?- Yes. ' r:- . Jt. CUll bccom~ l\ rcfonnillt purt~·-Jt depentiM UIJC)Il t!Hl de· 

"·· ·. \'olopment. Here comcri In thfl ljUe!ltion or proJ!rnm. 1 mentlonc1l 
r·:: );eMterdu)' nn1l 1 will undcrlh1e lt. todu~·-wc nm.~:~t hn\'e u J.li'O· 

'.gram or. tranflitlmml demnndK, the most completn or them 1s n 
;J·.··-, workers' uud fui'mcr:;' government. Wo ur<! !or u llnrty, !or an 

·· .. Independent part~· of tho tolling IRUMKCM who will take r,owcr 
l:i In the State. We mutot cuncrctlzr. It-we nro for the crcut on of 

· rftctory commiltees, !or workerH' cqntrol ot industey through 
thll factory c.Jnnnlttec~t. All the11o t)Ue:ttlons arc now p-Jntllng In 

: · ·· the nlro They Mpoak of technocmcy, und put forward the ;;logun 
,., · -of •'pMductlon Cor Ulle." We oppo11e thi11 cho.rlntlm !ormulu 11111! 
~ .. a:.dvancl! tho worken~' central uf production through the factory 

ccrnnllttee.~. , 
'" . · ··Lundberg write~> n book, "liO 1-'lunlllcK." '!he uAnalyRt" r·; clatmn that. hill figtn·ea nrc fulllc. We lfU)", the fuctor)' connnltti!C~ 

' ilhould sec the hookH, 'fhl11 pro~rrnm Wll muKt tle\'Cio:r parallel 
r • with the Idea of a labor pnrty In tho llnhm11, nntlurme wot·kerR' 
1 .'· pickets, I.e. wdrkers' mllltln. Olhcrwille It Ill Ill~ uhlllructlou mul 
·'' un nbAtrlle~lon 111 n wcupon in I he hu1 .. 111 or the OJIJmtung cln'~ll. 
· Thu crltlclnm of the Mlnnen?.olt11 con,nulcR !11 that thor lul\'e not f.:. co~tcrctlsOO u prou-rum, Iu U1la ft;hL wo mu:~t underllno thut wo 

[.'. ·' 

~~~~Jt;¥;;.-_t~{O;\'";;,,:-c;,~,.[, .:-'-'";'. :'6.4c~ .···' 

uro for the bloc or WClrkcl's and rnrmer~;, but. nnt such farmers,; 
ns Hovsr\'elt. (l do not know whetht!l' )'OU noted that .In the . 
official tickllt he gll\'e his prof<:>ssion us former.) We llrc fCir a.' 
blot~ Clnlr with the l'xploited farml":r!-1, not exploiter farmers,' 
exploited fnrmcrs and agrlculturul workers, We can bl!comc tho · 
champion~ of this m.wement hut on the ba,<;l:~ c..i n concrete pro-·· 
gram of demands, In ~liiiiH'nJ!"iill the first tnsk t>hould be de·. 
\'Oted to ~tutiatically Rhow that 10,000 workers ha\·e M moro · 
•.·ote than 10 intcllcetual<~, or 00 people org;mh:ed by tho Stalin­
i~t!l. Then II'C ha1·e tu lntr.,tlucc 5 or G dP.mands, \"cry conr.rete

1 
· 

ndupted to th'.! mind o! the workers and farm~rr. and inculcatea.. 
into the brt~in or C\'err comrade, workers', factory committee's ·_ 
11nd then worker~· and farmer~· go\"crnment. That's the genulr1C~ 
:-ense of thfl .movement. -

!IJ.A.J.-Would we propo~;e now that tf1c unions join the . 
XPLL:' 

J..T.-..:.\'<!~, I bcliCI'C Ho. Nuturally we must .make our fil'st' 
Rtep in such a WU)" a<; to .nccumulate exPerience for practical 
work, not tu engage in u.bstrnct fo1mulus

1 
hut tlcvelop a <:llncreto• 

program of action and 1lemuml:~, in !.he sfln;;e t.hat this transh. 
tiunnl prof{ram issues from the conditions o! ea.pitnUst society 
today but imm.cd!:lt~!~· lc!l.d~ c\'cr t!:c.limi1.r. of capjtuUsm. It ls·: 
not t.hc l'Cformfl'it minimum pror,ram, which never Included work:.: 
cr.~' militia. workers' control of product.ioa. These demnnds are'' 
transitory bccPU!iO they lend from the c.:tpit.ulist society tB thiJ , 
p:-olctarlnn 1'Cvoh1tion, n consequence ins\lfur ns they become tho ' 
demands of the maNics us the .Proletarian mvernmcnt. We can't . .' 
Ktop only with the duy.to·dnl dcmamlt;" ot the proletariat. We· 
mu:;t. give to the most bnckwurd workers ,;omo conCrete "')Qgun·r 
that l:orreH}londs to their needs anti that lends dluleetlcnlly to . 
the conquest. or pov.•cr hr \•iolcnee. · 

~l.J.N.-How W(lU!d you motl\'ate the slogan for workers' 
militia? · 

L.'l'.-B" the fascist muvcml!lll. in Europto,-all the situR:.. 
tion HhOWS ihat the b!BC!'i of thr.·.ffiCinbtJrs o£ liberafa

1 
radicals 

and the work1~rs' burcaucrncy ill nothing In compurison with the 
militnrlzml !nsclst gang; enly workers with m!litnry experience 
c11n oppose tho :lasci!;t danger. I hclie\'o th11t; In Amtlrica yOu 
lm\'C enough srnhs, gun-men that you connect tho slogan with; 
the local expPrlence; for cxmnnle ·by ·l'huwing the attitu•le of 
the pollee, t.~e :;tate of :tffair:: 1:t Jcr::cy. In thb :;it~.:ntlcm Jm. 
mediately s:a:,r that this gnugstPr-moyor with his gunb~ter pc-Uce:. 
men flhoulcl be ou:.ted l•f, the v:urkcra' m!litin.. "We u.ish. liora 
the orgr.nizatlon or the GIO but against the constitution, we aro 
forbidden thiR right to crgani~e. U the federal power cannot. 
control tho mn)'or, then we workers muRt organize tor oU'r 
protection tho workerl'i' militia nnd fight for our rights," Or In 
dm=hc~ hctween the AFL nud 'the CJO, \\'{• can put forward tho 
slogan for a workers' rr.ilitia us n neccf!sib• to protect our work .. 
erll' meeting!!, Et;p'eclnlly n:; OJ.lposcd 'to tho Stalinist Idea of a 
popul11t' front, nnrl we cnn pcmt to the tcl'lult of. this popular 
.Front-the fntc of Spain and thn situntlon in Franco, Then y(lU 
cun point. to the mo\·ement of Gormun~. to the Nuzl camps, We 
must s~y: You wurkcl'!l In this elt~· will be the first vJctims of 
this !!lsc!st !tl111g. You mnl'lt nrgnnlze, 1~·ou must be armed.\ 

l\t,A.J.-Whnt marne Wo'.lld you en ]11uch group:;;'! .­
L.'f,-Yt•U ~nn ld\'C iL ,\ mode..,t nnme, wdrkers•· n'rnled 

pick1lt.s. · · '· • . · 
1\I,A.J.-lJefensc Committe~:~. 
L.T,-Yc~. 1t must be dlscu!lsed with the workero. .. 
M.A .• T.-Th!' nnml' I:; very Important. Workers' defunse .. \ 

committees cnrt be pQpulnrlzed. Workers' militia Is too fore.lgn 
:-;oundlng. 

M.I.N.-TI1erc he not ~·et in the U.S, tho danger o! !ru~dsm:; 
which would llrlng nbout the l'll!ntlment of such nn·orgnntzatlon.· 
m1 tho worker,;' mllitlu. ThC organization or n workers miUU!l ·. 
flre!IUppORI!K JlrllJmrnt:iun !or tho ,;clzure or JlOWCr. This Ia not. 
yut on the order or the tluy In tho U.S. · '· 

L.'I'.-·Nnturnll)• wo cnn com1uer power only when we ha\·o ·· 
the mujorlty of tho worklnJr clntoN, hut c\·on In thnt case tho~· 
workor11' tnllltlu would bo :& snmll mlnorlt)'• E\•cn in the October . 
UO\'Oiution the mllltln WIUI 1\ lllllnl! lllinoril)'• llUt tho qUCStlon·; 
111 how to r.cet thiM tlnlllli minority • • • orguni1Cd nnd · 
nrmcd with the t~ympnthy or the mtu:ut~.lll. llow cnn we do itf· ·. 
By preparing U1o mind of tho musses, by propagamla,· Tho·; 

I • I 

.i 

''.i 
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cri~i11, the :!hlll']h.":uln~ of clu~11 r•:lu.tluns, the cl't):tliuu o( u WOI'k• 
t.\rl'' Jlul·l~·. 11 LuUo:- Pal'LY si~u!fil':l hnnw•llntely, hnnu!dlul~ly u 
ter•·!blc llhiH'JICuh•!~ nf for•:es, 'L'Iw rcuctlon will bo Immediately 
a !u!ld!ll mo\'l'l!\tlllt. That. 1:~ why we must now connect Lht> !den 
of. the Luhnr Purtr with the conR-=::•Jcnccs-othcrw!Rc we· will 
nppcnr onh• U!'i JlliCifiRt!l with clcmocrutlc lllu:~lons. 'rhcn we nl<~o 
hu\'C the JIO:l:~iUility of SJH"Cading'the slognnH of' our trun~>itionnl 
p:-ogrum nntl ~cc tht! rcuction of the masses. We will ace what 
aiQt,ant~ :-;hould bn selected, 1t'hnt !llogum~ ulmndonc•l hut if we 
,give up our Rlogans before the experience, b~fnrc !lcclng tho 
n:uctinn of the mus:-:c:., then we can never nci\'IU1CC. 

1\l.A.J.(ii)-T wanted to n::k one IJUC!Itlon ubout the ~o;logun 
of wot'ker~· ac.:r.P.ss to the :::ccrctli or industry. It seems to mo 
thnt 11\!CIIII to be well thought out and cnrefull)o· P.pplled or it 
may lead to difficulties which we hnvc nlrcncl)' experienced. As 
1:. matter of fact one of the way!! of reducing the milltunc~· of 
the worker11 i,:; for em1Jioycrn-\\'t' hnd one hUCh case--to offer 
to $!how u11 the books und JJrove U1nt they are ~;Lnndlllg a los!l, 
wl1ethcr hunctotl)' or not is not the question. We have fought 
aguint;l that, linring- it is up to you to or!,runlzc ycur buslne!lr.; 
1\'1' 1\em:md decent. working conditions. 1 wonder what. then 
wouid be the ctret't of nUl' slogan of workers' accei'!l to the 
:,.ec~ts of indUl'try, 

l..T.-Ye::, the capitnli:-~tll do in two inllt.dnccs, when the 
situation uf the fuclory ill relllly bad or if the)' can deo:eive the 
work~r;~, But lhe 11ue::tion must be put. from n mo1·e ,general 
point of \'lew. In the firRt place you huvc million~ of unempluytd 
und the go\'ernment claims it cannot pay more and the capital-· 
jf;t!l sa)' that. the\' c:annot make more contributlon~~-owe want to 
hn\'e acceJ;.s to the bookkeeping of this societ)'· The control of 
income t>hould be organized through factory commitlt'es. Work­
en~ \';l\1 sny: We· want our own statisticians who are _devoted to 
the workinp; cl::..~s. If n branch of industry shows that it iu really 
:ruiuL>d, then we answer: We propOse to expropriate yoU. We will 
direct better thnn you •. Why have you no profit? Beei1ase of the 
::h:lctic condition of ('~}'lit.R!i~tt aociety. _We say: commercial 
secrets are u con~tpirllc,Y ur the exploiter.; again:ot the exploited, 
of the producers against the toilers. In the Cree era, in the era 
of competition they clnimed they needed seerecy for protection. 
But now they do not have flecrcts among themselves but·only 
from society. This tramdtionat.demand Is also a step'for tl1~ 
workers' control of production as the preparatory plan for the 
direction or industry. E\'Cl'Ything must be controlled by the 
worker:~ who will be the mastE:rs of society tomorrow; But to 
cnltfor conqucRt Of power-thnt seems to the American workers 
illegal, fnntnstie. But i! you sny: the capitalists refu11e to pay 
for the un<'mployed and hlde their real profits :from the St.a.te 
and from the V:·orkers by dishonest bookeeping, the ·workers will 
unden:Ulnd that formula. If we say to the fanner: The bank 
1·ools you, They hn\'e very big pi'oflts. And we propose .to you 
thct ~·ou create farmers' committee to look if'tO the bookkeep­
Ink of the bank, every fanner will understand that. We will say: 
'l'he farmer can truPt only himself; let him create commlttcm~~ 
to eontrnl ngrlcultural credits-they will understand that. U 
presupJloscs a lurbulenL mood among the !nrmcrs; 'Jt cannot. be 
accomplished cnry dny. But to introduce thifl idea. into the 
masse11 and into our uwn eomr.adts, thnt':: absolutely nece~U;ary 
immediately. · 

lrU.N.-1 believe it iiPnot correct a3 you •.my to put forth 
tllC· slogan of worke1·s' contr(ll o! prCJductlon nor the ot.her tmn· 
sitlonal ;;Jognn ol workers' militia-Tho slogan for the oxamlna­
Lit.n ol the book~ nf the capitalist class is more appropriate for 
the "present period and can be made popular. Aa for the other 
tw·o 11lo~ans, it is true that they arc transitional slogans, but for 
that mid of the road which •ts close to th~ vreparu.tlon for the 
seb:ure of power. Transition implies u road either long or short. 
r~u:h stage of tl1e ruad l'4!qulreH it11 own slogan!!. For today we 
could usc tlmt of cxnmlnutlon of th~ bof.lkS of the cupltnllt~t clllSB, 
!or to:ncrrow we would U!!e tho~'! nf' wnrkers' control of pro­
duction and workers' militia. 

J,,T.-How can we in such a critical situatlon ns now· exi11ls 
Jn· the whole world, In the U.S. m(!asure the stngo of dtwelop­
lllCnt of the workcl'S1 movement 1 You say It's the beginning and 
not the end. What's Lhe dlstanco-100, 10, 4, how can you say 
npprox.lmatcly 1 In the good old times thb Social Democrats 
would sa)': Now we hzwo only 10,000 workers, later we'll have 
100 000 then n million und then we'll get to the power. World 
llov~loPmont Lo them wus only an accumulation Qf quantltlel'l: 
11)

1
000, 100,000 etc. etc. Now we ha\'e an absolutely dlft'erent 

situation. We are In n porlotl ol declining cnpltallam, of crises 
thnt become more turbulent nnd terrible nmt af'proaching war. 
During n war the workers leurn very quickly. C )'Oil say we'll 
walt untl 11(!e :md then propagate, then we'll be not the vun• 

guartli but the J~•nrgunr11. Jr you u11k me: Itt lt.,~-'''~~,-
Amcr cun worker:-~ will conqu1~r power in • 
yell, abMllliltsly pos11iblc. The t~:.:plo;;lon ·~i,,;j;·;,~ ,;i;,;;d: ···w,;rlieiii' 
the basi1-1 of tho eapltnll11t society ill IJ 

militia aud workel'll' control of production are only two sidell 
the game question. The Worker h; not u bookkeeper. When 
asks for thn Loob. 1\e wants to elmnge the situation, by 
nnil then h)o• direction. Nnlurulh· I'Ur nrlvanclng slogans depends 
upon the reaction we meet hi the mU:>!>eH. When we ~~ee the 
reaction' of the masses, w~ know what t>lde of the question to 
cmphn~h:e. We wlll sa""· Hoosevelt will help the unemployed hy 
the war industry. But 'u we workel"li ran production, we would 
find ntlothor industry, Mt one for the dead but for the living. 
This question can become undcrfltt:.m1ab1e even for an average 
worker who never participated in n political movement. We 
underestimate the revolutionary movement in the working 
mus~ell, We nrc a llmull organization, provagundistie and in· 
such sltuv.tions are mo1-e sceoptical thun Lhe musHes who tle\'elop 
\'ery 11uickly. At the beglnning of 1917 J.enin !'Ritlthat the party 
i:: 10 t.imeil more re,·olutionnry than its CC nnd the ma.<~t;el'l 100 
tilne.<~ more revolutionary than the rank.-1 of the puity. Th~:re 
is not in the United S.,tates a rt>volut.ionlry situation now. But 
C">ml"lldeh with very ·revolutionary idea.<~ in quiet times can 
become a l'enl brnke upon the movement in revolutionary 
situotlon!>. • • • A rev(llutiOnary ·party waiU; so often and so · 
long- for a. revolution that it get.<! used to postpone it.' 

M.A.J.-You see that phenomenon in strikes-they sweep 
the by surprise. Do 

trade union11 ~ 
b1 the 

LP. 
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'J ·the program ltscl(-jt would still be our trnm;ltlon Jlrogr:.un. I 
· ·· . don't umlcr~>t:lUd when )'OU ~ny \>'C cnn't ntlvocute a re!ormi11t 

party but WOJ do ndvocntc nnd become champions ot Ll' mo\'o­
mc:lts for tho purpollc nf imposing the worker~' will pollticnlly. 

L.T.-Tt \\auld he: nbHurd to :my thut we ndvoct!.tc n rcform· 1· ist part)'. We cn!1say to the lenders of the NPLL: "You're mak· 
• fng of thi, mo\·cmcnt lt purely opportunistic uppcndngc to tl:.r. 

1 
DcmocrnU:." It's n question or n pedagogical upploach. How 

I
. Cllll we till).' thnt wo mh·m·nt.c thC' crP.at.ion of n rcformi:;t )mrty? 

We :;ay you C'nnnot impnllc your will through a tdormist piU"t~· 
hut only through 11 I'C\'olutionnt\' )11\tty? The Stnllni11t.H nml 

. 
· lfhcrals wiz;h to make of thb mo\·ement n rcforml;;t party ht1l 

we hll\'C' nur progr:tm, we make uf thi11 a re\·olutiouary-

! 
M.A.J.-Hnw can you explain a re\'olutionary Labor Path'~ 

I, We t<ll.\': the SWP i:; the only re\·olut!o,,ary p1t1'ty, lm11 tJ1e only 
rcvoluiion.ury l'rogr..~m. How then can you explain to the wor],. 

, co; l.h!lt al;.:o 11o LP il' u tc\'olutionary part)·? 

1
) L.'l'.-I ''ill not :~ay thut th~;> LP it= a re\·olutionnr)' party, 

j
'. but. that w~ will (lo e\·errthlng to make it pOt'llible. At. en~ry 

ml.'"ting I will tony: "1 am a rcpresentath·e of the SWP. I con­
'l :;idf'r it the only rc1·olutionary part)'. But I nm not a !<f'Ctarln!i. 

You nrc tryin;: now to create a big worker11' purty. I will help 
1 ~·(m hut I pro)l01'C that you CCIIll'lider n program fe-r thi11 p_art~·. 

:! 1 make ltu~h and ~uch propor>itions.'' I begin with thill. Under 

I thel'C conditions it. would be a big step forwO!.rtl. Wh)' not 11ny 
· .• · openly wh11t. i:~1 Without any camouflage, without any di-

plomw:~·. 

l
'j: M.A.J.-Up until IWW the f}Ucstion has alwa)'S bMn put . 

- nblltrnctly. The 9\lc.-.tlon or the program lmR ne\'er been outlined 
'} · a;.: you hu\'e outlined it. The Lo\·estonitefl hll\'C a!wn)'S been for 
Jl n LP, but they hu\'e m' program, Jt.'t~ combinations from the top. 

-: .; : It. 3f!Cm:> to me that it we ha\"C a progrnm and nlwayfl poiul 
'·tO-it-

L.'l'.-1-'ir.;ot there ·fs the progrwn. and then the statutcll 
thnt lUif:Ul'C the domination or tJ1e ln!.de un_lonR as np;clnlit the 

~.:~.\~- lmlh-"idualllbural~ petty bourgcoiK, etc. OUICl'Wlfc It can bf!l'omt! 
r. ·Lnbor Porty b)' ~<odal Compo11ltion, n capltnlist party In poi!C).'. 

').-';: · .. ·· M.A.J.-Tt 11eE:mM to' me that in· MinneCpolld W11 tOo murh 
-~~·./an nt~o:'tlnb-r.tional struggle, a struggle for the control ot· the 
·-;:,:_~ ·i o'rr,anizatkm bet.wem·, the Stnlinist..s and ':!~'~· We hn\'e to de\'clop 

1
!..• :!11' Mfnncnpnlis .ll progranmmllc fight ngal.nst the s~.rnlinlst • .cl In JJ FJ.P ., as we y~llterday utilized the \'ote about the Ludlow 
., Uritendme·nt. 

1\l,t.N'.-No\\' with the immiucure 1•f the outbrCak Of Wln' 
' 'the Labor Port).' c1m bcromt! n trap, And I ::~tillr.an't umlerstand 
< ·, ho"' 1he LP cnn be different from n reformist, Jmrcly parlin· 

. :. mfntar:: pnrt).'. · · 
·~~~-, :,~- . '.L.T.-Y•.•w put the que~lion tQo:o nhRt.ractly, nnturnlh•'lt cn11 
~-... ~~:-' Ct)'tltallize into a refurmi11L va1-ty HUll one that will exclude_ u::. f·· -·-But we mullt be part 'of' the mo\·ement .We must !tay to tht! 
~:--~ Stt~lhtl11t.-. 1 Lo1.1~:;lonitt>s .:lc. "We are in rowo~· of a l·evolutlo~•IU'Y 

~
'!: .·: party. Yot! n;c doh1g evtlr)•thiug to muke it reforml11t.'' But we 
f: lllWa)•s pomt tr. our pro~tram •. Aml we propoF-e our progr~m ot 
·-~,- · t'ra!lKitlonul demamb. AR to tlw war· cjuclltion und the Ludlow k -: ', Amendment, we'll dh;cum~ that tomorrow and I will ''gain show 

'

''.'.' ..•••. !h~ "" ;~:·::~;·;'~:' ;::~~t::~:~' ~:·::·~ds 
L.T.-In the preceding cll~cu~llion~ :~nnw comrude11 luul thl' 

lmpre!islon 1.hat t~ome o( 1:1\' prop-i));ftlonll or denuaml~ Wl!tc op· 

1;:•-' IJUrtunf~ttie, nnd others thUt thev were too rcvolutiomar~·. not 

. ll.".·;~ .• ·,~~ -~nrrc'1:pnlll11nR In the objectl\'C ;ltuntlon. And thl11 comblnnlon 
·i~ ·\'cry compromiRing and tlmt'11 why I'll brieR)' dercncl thl.~ 

,.Y '· .. \ apJlarr.nt r.ontrutlictlon /' f" · '1 What ill the J;tt!nernl tolluntiou in the U.S. atul in the 11ho!l! 
·_·;-... world? The economic cri~tlll I~> without pNcedent, the financial 

f.,' -critlit: of the ~rpurnlc St.!atc" the :'IIIIIC und the wur tlunJ.TCr !11 
l~, '.::•r::ppronchlng, It I~ n soc!ul '!1'111i~ without \n'(!cc-dcnt. For;, S, n 
':;· . ..::)•cars we bellc\'ed thnt American cupitu hnn will Mhow more 

I, c:· rMio~tunce but rart,: llh(tw that Amurlcan CII\Jitulhmt, tlmt iii 
; .• ·_apoplectic eapitnliRm 111 poJUI!bl)' nearer to colnplll! limn 1101nr. 
r~· · other11, The Amt'rlctln criKI.~ i:~ u HOclul cr\J(IM, not 11 conjunctur:al 
;"::-·-on~ Tltfll Roch~l cl'iKi11-IIOW cnllc•J I'CCtliiKion-I'Cceh·t'd feal\11'1!~ 
~/ .. -:-o·r,cxtl'er,'\c &cuteness. It !11 n•1t the em! or the ~·cc11~1on. 
<f~·:'.·-:·:- _Finane1al dlll\cultlcK o( the Stnleii-IIUtUI~ill)' the 1111tlon i,; 
t<:, .. \·cr)' rich und the State cnn borrow from tho nnllrlll, but it r:'{ siir.ilfl:el'l that l'tll the balll!o! O( the: flnuncial crJM\K We hn\'C II 
, 1L·cr1Rhl o!'tho State. We can M!l.)' that we have a JIOI!tltllt cr!KIII 
~··:t.'_, ·ot· tho ·rulln~t cla1111.- Pro11porlty II; gone: nobod)• bclle\'CH it wlll 

t~ ~. ' . ' 
~~5 ~0~;.)0~ .. ' ~: ·:~·. ~ . . ~. . . 
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rt!lurn. Arul thlt~ fuct \11 reft~ted In the polltlenl crit~hl of the" 
DemocrntJ(, the lhlJIUhl!ctiiUI, The ruling claMKC."' are tll11orgnnhted 
nncl they l'lok for n new program, Hoosevelt'R progrum Ia ex .. 
Jl!ltl~wntnl, not to ::~ny ntlnmturlfltl~ In u capltalilltlc Ren11e, That 
:o~aanrtle:~ n !iOKl runtlllmentnl pronul'le for n revolutionary sltull.; · 
tion, It it~ f111e for tho world and it i11 true Cor the U.S. nnd· 
p111>1\ibly It's eApcclo.lly true for thf'l U.S. 

Now thr •JUCIItlon of the prolctarlnt. We hava 11 \'cry ~ereat 
chnnJre In the Pltuatlnn of the working clall!'l. In AOine articles Jn 
the "SoclaJl,:t Appeal" and in the "New lntcrnntlonal" I learned 
wllh intcreRt an•l plea11ure that nnw the !'lentlment of the Ameri~ 
cnn worker t.hnt ho ~~~ n worker IR grov.lng, that It 1111 not the old 
pioneer spirit lhut. he l;i a worker only fol' a time; now he Ia a 
~crmanent worket"~ tmd e\•en a pcnnam·nt unen1ployed .That iH 
tile lltu~ill for nll tne other developments In th[l workiug cl~!l. 
'then we had t11c slt-duwn !lttikCII, Tho~e I helJe\'e were· unpre· ·· 
ccdC'ntcd in the labor lllo\·emcnt of the U.S. As n rcf:ult o( thiN 
lnO\'I'mcnt, the c-reation ar11l growing of the CIO. Al11o we have 
the- tl:•mlency to build the Labor Part).', tho NPLL. ·· 

I do not know p;ufficientl}-· ... ·ell tile pa...-t nor pre~>ent of thtl 
bbor movement of .America, Hut trenerall}' in J!)24 I cun say' 
tha~ the mO\'t-mcnt was more impo:dng but t-~e ~aeia1 ptflrrJscs 
Ill'\! hJcomp.'lrnbly more mntute now. 1'hat it~ why the ,;isnlflatnce 
nf lhf! LP I~> rnore Important now. But I will not :tay that an · 
the condltion11 are dc\·eloped to the ~tame degt£c or the siUrte · 
level. We cnn M)', if we take the gE"nernJ woi-Id situation-the . 
hnper~alh•t contnadlet!on~the pol!ltlon of Amcrlcao capitalism,-. 
tl1e cn11i11 nml unemployment, th~ poHition of the American State.· 
n;; 1111 exprcsKion of American econoln\' of the American hour-- : 
geolsill', the political :-~tate or mind (lr'thc ruling clus, the difl-_',. 
nrlent.ution, nnd the po~ition .of the workinrr class, we. can· sav-· 
if WC take nJI the.~e. inln COn!iideration, thl\t. the premise is' morfl .. , 
•ntaturc for the revolution. . 

In11ofnr M Wl! nd\'anre from the-se fundnmental premiseS·., 
t11 the. 1111)>f.rstruct.ure, to the policies. we remarl; th11.t. they.uro;. 
not Fn .mnturr. The inner contradiction~ of Amel'icun capitalism-. 
-the rrl~tis, nntl unemployment are incomfarnbly more ma.tura·­
ror the revolution than the amsdnut;utss I) the AmeriCan wol'k~-~~ 
ers: Thes.! are tho two poles of the situation. We can BD)' that;·_. 

. the ~;ltunlion Is ehu.ractcrlzcd b).• an o\'er-mnturltv of all t'unda··,, 
mellt.!ll l'lllcf&l premlsCs for the revolution, " ro.Ct 1 pcraonallyi; 
dldn'L forelite 8-9 years ngo. · 

On the other ham!, thitnkr. to-this ripi~it~· and growth ot tho-~. 
d~compnsitlon of the material condition~; of the U.S. t.he mA!IJi~: 
cOilf!ciou:;nellt;-ln Fpitc of' the fact thnt we cnn here also CRtab-·; ' 
ll11h Important progress-rtlmainH buckwfttd in comparhtnn wit!\:, 
tho objccth•e conditionl'. We know that t.he subjcetl\'e, the con~,,. 
sclousncs3 .of tho masscg, the growth of the revolutionary· partl-':1. 
I~ -no~ a fundamental ·faewr. lt depemls upon the ·objeetlvt\, .. 
:ntl.l::tlon, th!lt In ~e la!lt h111tR!'l<'~ th"" Fuhjl'~"tiY'.' "''"ITI"T!t Jhftlf'. 
1lepcnds upon the objectf\'o condition::~ hut thiR dependence i~::· 
not a simple proce~~~. · 

We obs<Jr\·c in France dUI'Ing the lu~t year a \'el')' impCirtRni., 
11henomenon, and \'ery instructh·e for thu c:omratle:-1 In the U.S • .' · 
We can lin~· the obJeeth•e !!ltuatlon was ulmo~~ as matu1·e as in:,·: 
th~ U.S. The worker11' mcvcme'nt harl recch•cd a trenttmdou!O 
lmpatu!'l. 'l'he trade unlonfl grew from lesfl th<~n a million Lo G 
mllllou dur-in~r RC\'eral month:-~. The ~It-down ~trike11 In· Franro.;· 
were incnmpnro~bh• more powerful thun .In tho U.S. The workorli., 
were ren•ly to do C\'Ct)'thlng, to go to the limit. On tho othe~. 
huud wu liU\\' the maclill;crr of tho Popular Front;_(or t\\e.ftnt .. 
time we could demon11trate • the historical Importance. ot 1:11~; · 
hctrn)'nl of the Comintcm. lnJ(ofar nA for Mine ycnl'l\ the Comin~ 
tent. hnd become a mnchine for tho social coniiPrvatlon of cnpl~ 
t.nll11m, thn tllilproporUom batweon the ohjec•th•e ami 1mbjceth•o \ . 
factors recel\•td a Wrrlble acuteness nnd the Popular Front be­
cnmc the gn!atest brake in urder to eUn811zc thl~ grcut rovolu· . .', 
tinnnrr sh·eam of the mca!'les. And they !IUCceeded tn a certain·.' 
dt>grcc-we enn't forc~c what will be tomorrow-but in Frnnco 
thr:~· IIUecccdcd In capturing the movement of tho maA&C:S nnd_;· 
we 11ce now the rcaultr;; the mo\'emcnt to the Right, Blum b~., 
comc11. n leader, thP. one who forms national go\•ernments, thc.1 
uniQn tmcreo ftlt the war but It 11111 ~econdor~· phenomenon. Tho.• 
mo~t imnortunt It~ th11t we hnvc In the whole world a~ we have'· 
In thr. O.S. thil' dlllprorlort!Cin he.twecn tho ohjeeUve and auh~ ' 
jccth·a fnr:tor hut. IL Willi nc\'Cr Ull rwute Ull now, · ,._,,. 

We hn\'o in the U.S. n ·1110\'0tnont o( the ll\1\tii!C~ to over-·: 
come thl~ 11isproportlon: the mo1•ement. from Gruen to Lowl11;: .. 
lhc movement from Walker tu L" Guurdla. This Is a mo\'c- to .. • 
O\'Ottomc thu tnmlnn·,ent,al contru(llctlon. Tho CP play11. tho~-: 
role In thu U.S. the 11nmc n11 In Franco but on a mora mode:1t.v· 
IICIIle. ltOOI!O\'CIUillll ropluceas PtlpUIIlr FrouUcm ot l''runcn. Under 
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tlle.l'c col!llltlnu" our Pu1·h· f~t rnll(ltl ur,nn to ncrompll.-h, !'6 ht-ltl 
the workt•rll U\'l'l't•ume tid>~ contrwllct on. 

Whut ;m• tllo! tusk~'! The !llr·alt'Klc taNk cun~illtli of lwltllng 
lhl! 11111111il'Jo., mlut1tin~e tlll'il' mt·ntnlit~·. Jlllliticully, Jl")'clmloglrull~· 
tn tl\c nhjc•t'lh•t! .•ltu•tll•lll, nr 11\'l'rl'llllllnJ.! llw rwrjurlil'inl trndi~ 
tfons of tlw Anwrlcan ll'ttl'kf'l'll ;mel :ulnJltlng it. In .thr nhjc•rth·•• 
hltuntlon or the ~>ocinl cri~<is of the wholc ~<~yllt.em. 

In tllill l'llnntion, tnklug into co11t<it.leratlun tlw little <'~· 
p<!ric•ICt• mul llwn \'iu•:ln~ the crcntinn of the CIO, the 11it-down 
~trikes, (!\c., we hn\'C tlw full right tu he more optlmil'(tic, more 
cournw~ou~. more aggrc11sh't> In uua· t<lrntt•gy and tl'lctic~nnt 
ndvcnturistic-!Jut to ud\·nncc l'logLUl!l lhuL are not In lht! \'O• 
cubulury of the American worki:1g class. 

What i11 the ~CIIIII! of the transitional progrnm1 We can cnll 
iL u program of action Lut for u~. for our ~;trute.J;"Ic conception 
iL ;l< n trunllitionul prognuu-it ill u help to the mus,oell in o\'cr• 
cumin~ the inherited itll·U~, method~. form:~ UIU! udot•t them to 
the •.!Xigencie~ of the objecth'l' ~itmttion. This li'Unllitiotutl Jll"'.l· 
grum mu.~t include the mo~t simple denmnd .... We cannot fc.re­
!<iCt: and Jll'e:-cribe luC'nl and trnde union demand~ :uluptetl to the 
loco! situation uf u factor)', the de,•t!lopment from tllis demand 
to the slo~:an fur the creation of 11 worker:~' ~o\'iet. 'fhe:oe an: 
two· cxtremc puints, from the de\•elopmt'nL of our Lrnn11itionnl 

r. rogrnm to find the connE'eting linkR nnd lend the ma.":<e!l to the 
tlen of ret•ulutionar~· COIUJU~~t 11f power. ·That i:o wh~· .~orne de· 

mandll ntJcar \'Ct)' opportuni;~tic because the)' arc tulapted to 
the actual ment.:llity of the worker:-. Thut i~> why other d~maml~ 
appear too tc\•olutimmry because they reflect more the objec·· 
tive situatlon than the actual mentnlit~· of the WGrkel'l'. It 1!1 uur 
duLy to make thl1= gap between objective and !lubjective fnctOl'~'> 
as short nR poRsible. 'fhat Is why I cannot over·estimute ~he 
importancR of the trdnllitional prograni. 

You can raise the objection that we cn11ot predict the rhythm 
and tempo of the d.ovelopm~nt and that possibly the bourgeoisie 
wiiJ ftnd a peolitlcal recess-that is not excluded-but .then we 
will bo obliged to realize a atrntegic rctrc£t. But in the present 
situntlon we must be oriented Cor a strategic offensive, not a 
Tetreat. This .strategic offensive must be led by the idea of tht! 
creu.tiun of workers' so\·Iets to the creation ·of a worken:-fnrmer.it 
government. I don't propose that the slogan 00 launched itnme· 
dintcly for .!lovietll fot· m:rn~· reasons and especially bec&ufle the 
wol'd has not lh~! significance for American workers thaL it had 
f,.·!· the Rus<~lnn workers-in ol"der to )lroceed from thl~ to thll 
dictutorship of the proletariat. It Js very possible and probable 

. that in 'the same manner that we observe.ln the U.S. the sit-
down stril:es, we ivlll· obNerve in 3 new form the e(luivalent of 
!!oviets. ProbaLl)' we will begin by giving them a different nome. 
In u certnin pcriGd lhlVi~t.; cun be replaced by factory committee~, 
then from a local 8c<t.lc to a national scale, We can't foretell but 
our strategic: Qrientation for the next period. is the orientation. 
toward oilvlets, -The ·whole Ltansltionnl progrom mu.!lt !ill up t'tl~ 
gap~ b~tween condlti?n!l todaY and thP.. soviP.t<~ tomorrow, 

M.I.N.-\Vould you elabornte the ·prospects of war lnter'na· 
llonally_ and. to tho relation of'the U.S. tuday1 

L.T.-In thiR strategic perspective the war sign!fte11, Ill 
Lenin expressed It, a tl'emendous accelerator or the movement. 
If the U.S. were invol\'e!l in n war it woulrl at ftrp~ signify iso· 
latfon o~ us but not for yeant as In the laflt war but only for 
month~t •. Then ti tremendous wave of l'lympnthy for us will trans· 
form our party Into n nntiCinnl revolutionary center within a 
shalt period. In this sense the approaching war Is one of the 
fundamental factors of a pre•rc\'olutionary sltua.tlon and that 
the war will change tho mentality of the American workers in 
6 months more than We coulrl ha\'C done In G yean; or more will 
crente for ua exceptionally fu\•orable conditions, provided we 
llnVc a stratc.gle attitude foreseeing it, proparlng our own 
cadres and not only illu;orbed in i!mall questions. Naturally It's 
11 trel~endous ncquiHitlon that we ure rooted in the Lrnde unions 
but it'" very Important not to lose our world strategic line, 
Every local, pnrtlnl, economic demand must be an approach to u 
general demand. In our transitional program amt especially on 
the wur quP.stion: WI we mentioned yesterduy1 the cont.rol o! war 
Jndustt}• and the armln~t or the workers ann peasants. 

M.I.N.-Two other gueHtlont~: What is our relationship t.o 
the farmers and, seconrtly, what ill the part)•'s relation to the 
urban middh" clns.s 1 

L.T.-1 believe it IH u fltte!!tlon or explaining to tho workers 
the situation of the farmer und how we con nmellorate the 
sltuc.tlon. We :IN too weak to devote our forces dlroctly to tho 
IarmerH but It Js nece.!IHUt)' thut OUl' workers have n clear com· 
prehensiOII or \,he sJtUUtfGn of tho farmer Uhd there too WU hiLVO 
:L tramtlt!onal prorrunl conneeLed to that of tho wo1·kora. Wo 

... · 

h:we to m~plnln ttoM we will not impoill! "''!~~'1.i''.l~,u~!.'.:~!;'~h!i~.l'::~ 
hnpe to convince thl'lll. ln11ofnr n" thto): 
fll!udc:lt, we will help tht'm throuuh cte•lit 
tolllJ,"llll thut tho Hlale JnUIIL lntt'I'\'UIIe ill >e:.C. ;,,,-,_, ',!'::~•;•e~C. 
Jmt. lhr truxt. Then we tot~)': When we 
f!IINIIiun t•f \"Jnl,.ncc ngnln11t. you; ynu your own 
methor!!l. it IH trnnsltoty o11h• in thl' ~tnRo that it brid~ll the 
pteHent situutlon or thf! fnrm(m; to th11 cullcctl\'h:ntlon o{ agri· 
cultm'(•: but we !iny: If ~·ou don't wish l•l.I:O further, we'll wnlt..:, 

W1th the middle du~~~ or the dtlc~ It i!! thh IIJlme. 1nHnfnt'• 
a~ lL ill tiH.' commcrclul ~lct.lenfN, lhc little men of indu!!.try: You 
will ren1uin independent. You are now depending upon the tru~t., · 
\' ou will be dependent upcin the St11te; lt will ~\'C you commodl­
tieM und~·uu w/11 sdl them. if yuu v·fl,h to trum:fonn your 11l1up 
into u Joi\aW 11hnp, we will arl'nnge the m11tter with you. W\1 will 
Jfi\'1! you u Jll'riod tu choon• but It will be a good period 211 it it~ 
not u State iu the interl':-lt.-1 of hi~ cupha!. Yuu will then be In 
the "en·ice of the p1.oople, In America you wllt .at len11t com•:erve · 
your ~oclul priviltlgell for a Ume. : 

Nnturully we cnnnot "''Y to tim technlcinnll that they. will.: 
Lt-come teehnucrutli-no, we cnnnot pen'nit n new ariHtocrney 
!Jut the\' will he an in1portant part of l!l)ci\!ty. _ 

M.kX.-Therc il' a xtratification also among the engineers . 
who get le~~ money thnn the pla11Wr mtn. That mea1Jll right. now 
the).· lite pluin wo1·ker;; and thnt is better !or UJI. 

I.. T • .,-'rhe strutiilcatl•m il; tl1e IITofe~slnnA i:o ''er}· ;mp<•n<•nt._ 
M.A.J.-What would he the t>!fe.:t of the war~ 
M.I.N.-SuJ,IpoKinK it il=' ~ Europe:tn war in whicl1 the 

rloe!; uot yet cnUlr? , · 

L.T.-In thnt talie the U.S. will have P~,m~~~~~:l; 
.economic collapsa. What ill elenr is thnt ~~ 
In Lhe Wt"tr Lhtl cullllll:ie wili r.ome not in 
months because th~ capituiJst. countries 

In 1914, "''""'"":(' •·:::,:~r •. ~ 5, 10 times more • _1 


