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REVOLUTIONS AND PHILOSDPHIES:

How Wa_YlStQ v1ew +nase whpn movement 1s from practlce.-whpn to a mcve

£ LT Vet e

';f;[“Cognition fa: reconstructed and: uni ot with'the :
- Practical Idea. the actuallty Wthh ‘ig found : as. o
L given is at the same time determzned as-the reallzed
*fabsolute ‘end i~ hot: h0waven'(as ‘in inguiring; Gogni~
f:tlon) merely ‘as obaecilve world w1thou$ the,subaec-xv
ﬁivity of the motaon. but. as obgective world whose
i'lﬂner Fround -and actual’ persistanue is the Notlon
~ This is uhB Absolute Idea : e ‘
BTt s B : ---Hegsl, Science of Lovlu
Vol. II,:p -465

at the 1ast Convenuion. Generhlly several lette é follow ,h- Conven?j'
)txon addressed to tne newuleaderohip.w Though helatedl& allow me uO

s royEad

industrlal agaslet us iirst‘ . )

-0 whole new continent of thought and of revolution whlch Marx hoped
would put an end vG utoplanlsm. sectariaﬂism, cliqun-lsm. not to menn'
*ion “the;. consplratorla _ ' :
=so llke;e uu¢¢e*“;A'th§“*aaucu 1f,the ﬂasses that they nractlcéithelr::
e;itis concepts w1th1n ansnall groun who alone would know "the real
-plan of: revolution"' e

As aﬂalnst such prp—Var 1n conceutlong oi paths to SOclal

revolut;on. Marx named hls phlloaorhy "a’ nea Humanism“ and the- rro-_

13 “ia. revolutlon, a human rnvolutlon.,:jﬂ“.“;j“:; o ﬂ“[rrgg)u
: . 2




The hletoric. epochal. revolutionary. global concept of ‘Marx 'e :
merxiam “had;- Pirst, however. Lot ongage in the battle of 1deas not i
only againet the ideelogues. ffthe exlstlng state uarx azmed to

'overthrow. hut w1th A great variety of tnndencies who emerged to
'cleim adherence 4o *bet ph*loeophj of maee-revolu rion-but wiehed
to amend its‘“tactlcs" and “onemman rule"' The'"how“ to embark on.
the* path of,revolut*o Swes 1nft- at bes* to the strabegy as 1f that
dstretegy.could be:worked out. 1rresuective of. the philoeophy. That
this was not just a '“tactical" questlon, ‘much lesg:a: "oollective" _
"'vereu:-e “cneema“ﬂ“"‘“"/% -%ggiCallv encugh proven ohcé VWorld Har I f
broka out end thefCerman Socxal Democracy betrayed and voted wer
cred‘ts to the halser. © It took a very long, hard thirty-nine year
etruggle belore 1t became cryetai clear that -one couldn % . be' both
for’ Marx and” for Lagsalle and that” dieregardlng the 1875 Critigue -
of the Cotha Prog___,meant being on the opp051te side of the harri-
oadesg Too 1ete then to dig 1n+o~philosophy° Not ior Lenin hut _
,uthendne wasg the onlJ one who fe1+ that ObJBCthP compuleion. “inse- -f )
_ ;__, ‘ 7”“cm t he: suh1ent vn nacgssltv to return to marx‘s deep.rooted—'
';neee?in-the Heeelian i lectlc.. : "

born out of a movement from practice that began in’ the 19505-man1fest4“
ed itseif anew in. 1978 the ynar the Iranlan revolution unfoldeo. It '

1ate uhe‘1844 Pumaniet E°says that were puhlished ag' appendix to
Ngryism and Freedom and choee from the book 1teelf that: unueual

- j,chapter tha‘fconetituted a whole part by iteelf and was entitled.

"Worker end Intellectual at a iurning ﬂoint in Historyt 184&-;861"'
w;th thet'ch01ce to mark their return to Iran "the Iranien comredes_
proved (llthat the 18&8 revolu+ions were not pagt’ history ‘but pres-
eentl end ( )that the combination of actual revolutions with Marx's
phlloeophy of revolution showed 0 tota‘ly new ‘an attitude “to objec-;
tiv1ty that one couldn' POSoibly stop w1th “the opposition to the

" Shan, but had also o : nt one.wan. fnr and engage in, eoncrete,lm#
“5battle-of.ideas;witzmthe.oth r. Lnft tendenoiee-ﬂ, '

}j782}@f“




e“hral.

UlB 3ust one among other phllosophers.-

.;ived in the epoch of the ﬁrench revolutlon.r

createu ‘as di 1evt1ca oi revc;ution, was Marx s "nbsolute Meuhod.

Hegel;'i pralsing Kant for renestabllshing tha dialectlc fo“_-

o ot o

+he “modern world”. critiqued h;n sharply hcwever —— and both Marx

and Lenin fully aCAepted thaﬁ cri ique - for having "stopped dead"*:

befoge ever reaching thn "nagation of the regation“, i.e.. hefore the3

R T

positi e 1n that negatiVﬂ had achieved a new unlficatlon of reason

and reality" What‘Narx criticized Hegel for was for "dehumaniZLng"

tha 1dea 8B if consciousness developed by itself instead of people
Thew 1ed A r"l ‘:.‘ LTI .

' thinking. marx nou onlv t“anscended idaalinm but hn hroka qlgo wi+h

_ ma.a“ialiam{j*nclualng that Df “euerbach;'
*saienﬁa of Io 1c. le. 11. p. 226




_never separated from‘Hege11an dialectics. Engels_was ﬁot Narx.

_shewed uhat the Enrages of France had only been/embryonlc prcle-v

.tarlat and there Hevel met his hi torlc llmlt..

As agalnst that histcrlc 1*m1t ior bourgeols thought, Marxf

:break Wluh capitalism in fcllowing the develdpmeht of the prole-ﬂ”

;tarian maases 1et his Promethean vision to ainrle out at once also
_:the Man/chan relationahip and new forces of revolutlon.ﬁ No“ could
J Mar1 be stopped by defeat of those revolutions. Thvs 1t was that :
© the defeat of tha 18148 Ra\m!utions only led harx to ‘transform the -

18#3 phrase into a who’e theory of "rovolution in permanen931 which

'7he delivared in 18 0 to tha Communist League. Narx'l naxt return

<

 ito Hagei. 11 155?—. 58 as he worked out tne (runur:gg ;au vo ooin

a new appreuiation of Hegellan dialectics as Marx wor?ad 1t out in

“:hia study a¢ econom*cs._and; at %he same time.ﬁstudiad the pra-capi—‘ '

talist souiatiea in so totally a new way that he concluded that thare_;*

had baen n new epochal slege ot human davelopment he named "Aeia*ic




‘fA‘New Age of Revo utlbnsc Different Hlstorlc Perlods and the Black
Pbllosoghlc D1mens1on : : :

tional‘s betrayal. hxs returp to hegel led hlm“to single out the ab-_;_
stract prinﬂiple of each unlt containxng the opp091te withln itself._f”u'

As a revolutionary he wasn't ihterested only-ln showing=what life 1t- o

self showed clearlg enough v the betrayal--— but how to transform_r
+ha% onposite into a revolu*ionary sta ger EVEryone hnows +the slogan
-"turn the imperxalis* war’ into-a civ;l war" : Some know the national
revo;utiors as‘haczl}#s‘ for brolatarlhn revolution. ane-and that
includas Trotsky.kné#iﬁow to work out “1f not Berlln,perhaps Peking“;
1n a word, how : tn extend revolution to the*"hird World." A new age had
arrived when the first workeza' s»ate had/%ransformea into its oppo-”

_ site. a state-capltalist aocipty and.wi h'it,a new form 'vof workers

1 revolt._ The need/to find’ a’ link o Marx's Marrism.‘ Thig isg what thL'
achieved in- astabliahing both the American ‘and’ Humanist roots of Narx-':j
1sm.f It doesn't mean that: eitha“ Marx or Lenin Ba_vad. the -problems__~

“of our age. ho one can ealve tne prchlems of ‘one's age except thosaj'

- =i il U e raa

.J'.x.i\?e in i'l'...‘_.__T'?' ‘da 55 mosn) 'H-mt withn - tmnnr{d:é‘nd.

. -




 J;quck 31 lﬁj;ﬁg_hggﬁg..v This waen't avallaole in, Enellsh untll the-'

1960§‘hut_1t was: actually written An 1952. Had tbe Exlstentlallst _f,jf

_'1tsra L 51rhtless before Blﬂck consclousnees.

-5

;ﬂree ta whlch ; ho hevond my own 1mmediate beinp that I apprehendq
ﬁthe exlstence of the other (p. 217)

':““or Hegel w1th rehlproclty; here the Master Laths at tbe v::on—_'=

Hsciousness 6f the slave.' hhat he wants iram the'slave s not recog—

'*nition LLt work.; (p. 20)

wohus numan real*ty in—itself for—mtseli can: be ncbleved only

'Viuuaough *onil‘cu an“ thrcnp“ thn rﬂﬂk that confliet implies .f.g.f

' 782'3--. -




"u
,,fa nnw Humanlsm as 2

1) historic, uerlods'i

thiﬁ ﬁ;me bv Aoocking: at nhllosonhv.-1n—and~;or~1tseli; as wgll‘

our Crﬂarlzatloﬂe] Constltutlanﬁl TakKS =\ Uow’ That we’
Have fhe Trlloﬂ" Revolu»loL. ns SR SR SST AN

ihe dlfferant hlstorlc‘nerlods aiter B

as ﬂarx hlnseli, lonp aiter he

‘ns_well polltlcallv.‘l-e..'as a revolutlonarv as=the _evolutxon-wh;

'arv7m:=sses 1.n mo‘blon "*ere crent*nﬁ' eve?‘ new hls'tOI‘lC turnin*‘ DOlnt“

- i

Take . A deener look at rarA 8 Irometheer V1aion when he flrst

“,hro{ekfrom Caﬁl 11 s SOCletl. Hls rew'contlnent of thourht and

es'ﬁe h d sinrled out the Ian/-oman relatlonshlp aé awmost

_iundamen al human relationbhib. .mo his. nhllorouhv,;“a new~Humanlsm“-a'

“"qu bv nc means con.ined to flvhtin« ior civil rlrhts {the specif~

ic cale then WA c;vﬁl Fi"hhb for anu) cn the cont‘ar,.

_ 3 in exnlnininr whv Falnxnw nol tical c1V11 rlrhts 1n _
: capitéims% spcietv is but o winor vietery; that what was needed_

T A
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ﬂio“ a new human socmety wae "revolut1on in, De mahenée " ”hls dld-

n' t‘nean tba hecausc .hes 1ready had: that concent'as his alm as

_was the questlon of world revolu+1on that he wouldn t iight 1n the,
: CO'crete for both c1v1l rl'nts and 50* national- 11berat10n.n;1n L
"_the tlme of Larx 1t was ‘Both: ior_Doland aaélnat Tsarist. Ru551a.'

g;and ;or:Ireland agaln t Br1tlsh_1mnerlallsm. even as Lenln, in h;sﬂ*

rlZlnF fhe revolurlonary strugpln of natlonal 11beration,
) Secondly.'let's hoid on tthtlJ to the fact that it wasn t
only the“vanguard yarty" concept tha* had’ Lnnln recoynlze 1n ;“ e
gpitigue of the Gotha i“c?ram the need to destroy'the bouryeols R
i¥state“ -and: pot’ the new tvpe of party wh*ch would be: prounded in
";phllosonhv oi revolut;on in permqnnnce.- ﬁiter all, desplte the
vannuardlsm Tenln was preat enougFh to see the Sov;ets, to call for
“All power +o ‘the Sov;etc“ and 1ndeed go. all the way to workers®
control. in. “the hands of the. ‘masses “to every. man.'woman and- chxldrf '
In 2. word,wi¢ hn w%§ wz_lln? enough to. forpet.vanpuardxsm as not _
evenuto mentlcn 1t/ﬂtate and: ?evolutlon, and ce talnlv was ior “ho o
'sephration betwean thﬂory anu nractlce. tnen whv dld he run sho ]
o in philosonhv 1nd 80 plve up that last pa.apranh 1n Absolute Idear*
L asThever” to. o lnto rhllcsophy of:Mind? ‘As T S&ld when I first
Vbroke through on . the: Absolute Idea,_the truth ig - the ob;ectlve
‘ sxtuatlon had completely chanped and Tenin, even as. he was call;nn?
:for “the removal of" Stalln. it was done’ only on the questlon of
bureaucracy andu"aocumulatlon-oi too" much power in his’hands" _
and: Lpnln wasn't -gure -he "knew how: to_use that." In a word; Un-
"1ess one sees Stal;nl not just as'a bureaucrat but represeg&nﬂ an
" alien clasq, ‘ther'e is no _way to see either the existence of
lgtpte»cnnitallsm-or the ohlyv wny to oppose that leadershiv: ig a
. pew form of_ workers' revolt, not-just.a dilution of leadershin,
And 1t waa only our age where state~ apltalism and the new form
oi'workers' rEVQlt had develoned and tecause of that Preat movement
. from: prnctices and not ﬂimply being "smarter" that allowed us to
T brack’ both wzth the concept af the “party to lead“ ara a new stafé

 :¢n cognlt;on.‘ , . : : .
. ' Roon Tuxenburg su .not -the only one who thouﬂht uhaf_
since,internaulonalism uranscenued nationalism that nll who fiﬁht

1827




Hg"alone“ arek.backward“ even 1* it was none. less than =arx who'
.jsald otherwlﬂe._ The. Bolshev;k Bulharln‘held a poin of v;éw 51m1—“
_ﬂllar tojLLxembu“ 'S, on the iatlona_fQuestlon. sp@c1f;cally the
ﬁIrlsnr?Pbelllon. And, Just as "rotsky 5 ultra—leftl m on hls _
0 “of. pﬂrmanent revolutlcn sklpnlnb;over the peasantry in order'*
a  j 5“puref pro’etarzan revclutlon.:so nqne of: then could .
real;y\rrasp the dlalectlcsnof ¢1berat10n. though ali wefé; as

‘ “”wnat we’ call now the Thlrd orld'wlth hms declaratzon,_
'.jwthrouph'“erllnu ther perhans bhrough Pek ; " Sy e
e _,ulth that he surely 1eft us a Frea revolut1onary 19FaCY-
But- aust ag surely. it aas not on the questlon oi o“rarlzatlon
and 1ts 1mperat1ve nned for as phllosophlc a ground éa hlS break

‘ormatxon 1nto the nppos1te" app1v1np also to uhei"arzstocran of
-~ labor.™.  For that matter. wherG tneorv ‘of sta+e—cap1ta11ﬂm was
,the theoretlc ioundatlon for toral break wltn Stallnlsm and i

Trotamylsm, At dldn t reach up “to phllosophy oi revolution. as was;
'acV1dent enchh 1n the break—un of J-F. T qnd the reconnectlng wlth
Lmarx 8 tarxlsm wn;ch hAhXISW AﬂJ"ﬂR“EDOL achleved both 1n!@cr¢=t"_l
P “the new. Humanlvm" for, our gee L : :
TR 5 the mld-1960s and the emeraence of a whole new Thlrd

__jorldThand the new stage of cognltlon when it "ames:

_ Franz Fanon--even 1f “the. New Left youth kepu culllnp nly ior':=‘
_u_"ﬂact¢vxsm_and more, act;vxa m, relegatlng theory to-be pic&ed up -
'-fg“en route" rather “than developed 4o the p01nt 01 phllosophy. _

'»hat that creat movement from practice that was itself a form of .
'f,+heory dld achieve was o so 111um1nate those ilnal ) sylloplsms~7“'
. of Hegel's Philnsophy of ¥ nd--ua.rngraphs 575,576, 5??--1:ha-t

it disclosed the unique’ O“ivlnalltv of rarxxst- umanlsts ln

_ break1n: thrnugh where none cerore had. trod, in a word. the _

' neeu 10r anﬂ uevalopment 01 fhilosophv “and Revolut*on was no mere _

.. @ndate of m¢r.‘ It was. new in the phllosonhic view of new epochally

. new, .or, to use, MArx's conceot of "new momente“ stages of deve1091,

oment nnﬁ a;lf:ga e&opmcnt,rnhjnctﬂve and snbgnctivn r'@:!.I-clev.mlcm- i

heni.ﬂ.ruﬁ_diiiereptly, the Mew Left 10u~h were wronﬁ not only .

78?8'




_ _ llo- ,
hecause they counternosed aet1V1sm to theory. It \as nrong be—_

Had they roo*ed themselvee there. as dld ranon._they could have
embarked on © that new stane of hard"labor, patlence and suffer--}»*
O "tlve“ h* hfbrought us, and ug’ *alone” to” ‘“those.
featldn"fbr our age, wh;ch

3usf’w1th_Hegel. but ro throu?h wmth
rAltsrnat1VEs, whether *hat was:Trots Y or_Yho but also
‘ 2t "Outsider “Thok rig In ,'Sar‘re-_and Finally ‘Part 11T
when all new realltxes oi those new forms of‘revolt, “he - 1t 1n
_ Af lca‘thhln world economv; 'in Eas t urope w1th1n confines of
_state-capltallsm. and flnally the . ”hew Pa351ons and Rew’ Porces"
_ whether %ha; meant ?1ack D1mensxon. ‘or antl—vletnam ”ar Youth,
'_or mcmnn s leeratlon. Indeed beécause’ PR was 50 deép. into new
: pauhs of phllosophy and revolutlon that’ it could 1ay Fround ior
f ROQA th:iBU G.,.OMn 355 II“ERA“ION AND MARN'S PHILOSOPHY OF )
\REVOLU“IOr so that, ilna11y. we had ﬂround alno for philosophv
”nd_orpanlzaulon. as we grappled,'on thé ‘one’ side ‘with” Iarx‘s
£  the_Gothn %ropram in’ toto and recreated it for our -

tional Conventlon than what it means uO haVe a new type of memher _
' ‘--4nd bJ new we mean not 51np1y who JOlnB us today or w111 tomorrow.
hut we. ourg_}vas even where we are’ among ‘the founuinr nembers of
uEEXlBt— umanlsm. i.e, . New and letiers Commlttees, oW that we do
have h trilory of ravc;ution. let us take a second 1ook at both _
the uotallty and “the {ndividual hiatorlc-phzlosophzc grourd those
3 1aat qyllorlsns creatad not onlv for PR where they are dealt
with in detail hut for'.L dT 1% where they are not dealt with An
nny direcu ‘way ior thev certainly helped 4in the dlscovery of )
hary : lasf decade which brought us to the. chal;eng@ . 1l‘post-

Farx “a.xi Lo SR - _ T

_ _The first (. 5?5) of the Sylloplsms simply lists the hajdrf j
'works of Heyc¢. as’ Eaut;~*op1c-‘uture-:inu.'”uut wha't that fact = =
manifasts makes you look twice at the mlddle gince middla.nhilose-
phically is "nothing short' of j.odintion, and hnrqlngﬂgl ‘draws’ from

] its’"hature.'stnndlng between the'ﬂind and its ossence. aunders

B them, not in ’_ tramas oL i‘ni*~ & strsc1i A, -nor itself .

vapq




Jlﬂhsolute Idea 1n Sc;ence of IOFlC when he compelled
~thlnk not "nerﬂly as obgectlve world w1thout sub;ect1v1ty of the

;as:sbret,h-n& a 1and Q*Practlce) you are readv=for 5ub3ect1V1ty.“
e "0 "_;5?03 Natu‘e-xlnd—Log _1t 1s M1nd 1tse;f whlch~1sf'

311t. (P I ¢R} ‘ew comes the true shock.' He" doesn’t proceed
‘fo follow ‘the sequence of tbes bo,us as iacts which would haVe _
‘“fled you +o wnere‘;oﬁlc bpcomesj"ediatlon. Lo. Loglc is altogether
4ﬂJIE2L@ced ;ff"'j;:; Insteqd of fact we now ‘go-back’ “toIdea, - -and
'lt ii Self'Thl klnp Idea’ whlch hecomes par/5?? and i anytnlng
.ever sounded more mvstlcal.'zf not plaln 1nsane. then it 1s the
”way these nh110°0“h3“s ¢ook at Narxisn that HOW - eguates lt to
. _\:%lf_brmp ing forth of 'leer‘tv B S
e :Jast cehparewthe way egel expresses 5577 v It s’ “thé
uure1cf“the‘eacty'+he not¢on?whlch cau"es the. movement and
devslopment, yet € thies same. movement is equallJ the act of copnl-"
ftion..w(p 42,?“d)-ﬂnd

. 4HON read G?ameci:"The phllosophv of lraxis B
“}is consc1ousress ful; of contradlctlons in which the nhllcsopher O
‘himgelf," understood both 1nd1v1dua11y and as’'an entlr= '

'groun, not: merely wrasps the eontrqdlﬂtjons, bLt pos;ts hlmself
ae. an e]ement of the COHtf&let‘Oﬂb and elevatea this. element . to

a prlnc;ple of knowledre and tnerefore oi act;on.“(rv emphas;s,rd)
_' ) xernaps. this dlen '+ help. elfher. but when vou thlnk of
'aomethinr concrete- At owill help. and here I had a converSatlon
with.Andy_ebout_that,prqjected 1949-50 pampliiet on the General
Liners Strike, and when I said I.know how crazy Self-Thinking
_mIdea 19.‘aounds,fhut nevertheless we_ need to, corcretlze it in. o
:a way that thEJ wou;d underetand Seli-Bringinp Forth of Ilberty;
.as reallty for indeed there ig also a. spontaneltv of ideas 1nd -
not just of masses in motion. %uddenlv, Andy -said, but it Jan't
true tThat spontaneity of .the masses means that, just because..they.
ariéa;hailiat'cnce;'andgno one"eﬁpected.it. the truzh is that.
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they;hqve beén.t
Iore the actlon burst forth

ust hanpen; out of the blue._v“

Idearwlth sponuanelfy o£ the ;dea, nrov1ded we un;erstand how long_
it had hpen brew,np before Jt-exploded,l a.. the ha%dhlabor 1* i
took %0 create a; naw categary out of the naw exper1ehcehor a gene-

rallaat orn. of the new unltv,.new‘relatlonshlp out of thought and

act;on.

zatlenal conc]usxon hao Iarx drawn when, hav;ng diSCOVEred a new
.cortlnenu cf thourht and of revolutlon, he’ dec1ded to hlt out
agaznst'the utoplap.rsectarlan. ccnsp1rator1a1 proups. not tolg
menblun”thé éiiéué—lqn £hat sprunﬂ up with the Proudhons 'Bakunlns.'
.LIasa11en.¢ And ‘row doga that apnly to”us now that we have a trilogy

N> £ revolutﬁon wnich dpmanﬁs that. nct only must the*e be a new rela—;;:

-tlonshlp. 2 new un1+y of theorv and practlce.,but phllosophy and

orpan1;aulan Organizatlon cannot. be.: R preserva free of phxlosophy.
» g hlb 15 the last chance’ I' 11 have to address you as. I
)

=‘mu'S'l: néw ﬂvt dﬁwn toworklnn out the PerSpectlves ‘of the Convention.'

Yours.




1 nnd.the DIALﬁcrIcs'OF'ﬁﬁEVﬂLur10N=IN:PERHAHE»EE“f

Ly Feter, LA
- NS An esaentxal nuxnt a5 u»ll us cancludxng not» of the "arxlst-i- ;
“.Hunan;st NDrafy ?ersnect1v55 for 1983/4 concarns the nead. for new. org-
'anizat1on 1 growth by the Cormimittees, . rhls 15 hardly th: first tihe
: o 15ﬂd either thas or the need for a naw Llnu of. nﬂmb»r, but.
‘tlﬂe dleUSS‘On ot them ¢ollows a sectlon entl'led,
2TX; Thln.lug vg o
: ot««niz tlonal vrovth tnus-FIOhs from thot now- craund“
;nstabllshud by the . |r1101 “of huVQlUthu‘ Harx'silast c;cadh, ‘and the -
onel view of lMarx both have rovealeod.. ¥hat follows ore some nates on
hows the phllosop 1Cf0r53n121t10ﬂu1 ‘ventase polnt ‘developad thisoyear |
:illuninates s5nme asnects of Marxist-Hunanisn's un1quﬁrhxstor1c con~" .
trlbutlon, thareby indicating poas sible ways 'of achieving tna'oraanlz-
: vqtlcnal urowth SO i anﬂthn 11 the year ahea d. BN A : RO

'x']flﬂ Harx‘s Last Deca‘ﬂ ﬂnd 1ts Cnall‘n"o for Orﬂanlzatlrn

ST e :Dr 1rsncct1V» lets.us eor "ﬂrx tnlnk as. hu unvcloﬁhd new
ﬂnthw ¥s to ruv~1ut1cn in his last d cade, Thaso writings are inportant
“nate only for the r"rt;culhr vicws oF Marx oﬂuavrari m..socictics, the
-'woas~nhry, or_the Russian’ revolutiony but uest of all been use‘thpY?
. rVVu 1 thg cwncr»t=n=s; :nﬂ .vL"llt“ af rx ] rﬂrho - PSR
in ;rac1ng,aut':}tnthw~y ta rcvolutlﬁn for tno Tu1rd Horld,
: sonted . several conditions reguired for tho creation: € an’ ind-.
‘1uan0us sacm;l&s;.flﬂarx padialrezdy: tracah-out'thc Db]CCtha material’
econdition for: socxhlst in the st thihis- Gﬂﬂﬁtur "The listorical
rTehdency. s £ Capitalist Acc usulatica' in Cowital, :Theors)y: hc.s“bvc show
socinlisn arises fron but of thi'sseinlized rulat1on5 of nroduc.lu
of ‘capgitalish. (the factory syste 1) and tha--Tevalutlonary praxis’ of
the proletariat uhxch f;whts the But_this. gcould hardly: apnly: ta” tnc
CMEast® which ha neither expurlﬁnceu c"witalsz or (except for Japan)
'_fﬂuuallsW." AT R o T L T

R Harx’thur'trz ad: to finu an-indisenous condition. for socialisu in:
the East, ‘discovering it in the village conuune, thersas conmunni'fe;
‘lations cf workine the land hae vanished loungtbefore in. therVest, in
“the East- they persisted and c~u;; therefors sorve as a untarx,l con-
-thiun for o new.sncivty. : S : e

. But thc ms:re oxistonce uf tlu villagc comuunsgs  cauld not in and

of thenmselves: ¢rente ,rCJalzs Afteriall,: the comrUW"s had existed
for »illinia, and” thus far nd socxal1sm had arisen: fren thon, ‘Further-
nora, the comnunes wvera wlasuad - with caste reolations,: slavo rolations,
‘patriarchal rolatinsns; thesz uaulgﬂhava to by renoeved bofure frecidon

epuld-dssue fremothe comaunal form, Meadod was o revelution  to strip.
away -all clensnts within the erminung. which stood in the way »f. 'a new
sacicty,  Only 2 rosvelutiunary subject--unich, 'iirx: 5113. coulld in
ccrt*in cases be th peasantry--cauld o that up ot1u : :

Jut RAD! thls Uns not encuth to. ensure tha2 cruttian of a rnlrd
World seccialisu; for how was tho neasantry tu sbtain the insiche, .




s Zth ; 3 fﬁkt ing eri'
wardness - S¢ o onew soceiety? lou would it dcvbluv Talations”
with. thc_JcrkLrs:ﬂ . Cyg g o hoo eiuld: it develdn the Jern of, comnunal—
';15ﬂ=1qtv a n*tiﬁﬁhwid; systen: o€ frazly ‘asspciatod ﬂrJJuctlon? Marx-

S ~wqrw:ch,t9_“ﬂzan‘ ins Wi -*n*t lutter: tu Za sullth

PR

“Foompynel . sthera 'nust”bh'A'Ru551;n+rev-""
; 1’ the: rovolutivn, takes place insting 'if igeonsd
”cgntr"tes allirits force (and if-the Iintelligent sector' ‘o f
Russzian- acicty,; ¢, Russian ;ntﬂllect) cuﬂc»ptryL»s all tﬁe
11v1nr~fﬂrc~s of. th"'ccunt ry, o(the: co""un-} .
"a i3 genuran1nﬁ w1y gntfﬁmeuSSian oc1ut}.'-

v

, g_‘Fc crcat I:.ruv_uqthuay t:-rcvulut1"n : 7rx WAS, s"y;n7 1ther
the chijectivz nsterial. conditieons notithe subj: CthL,;LV“lutlﬂn“ryiﬂ
_forcas-will aldne, suffzcu,_alsb'rn4u1rou ig. "intellect™,  comnition,s
-what we‘chll,a Inxlusopnv =f ‘revolutign to.so . inter-ralatoe: the-twor as:o
“to.develon new. rathways t3'a trt«l unreuting, - Yhat we can. Bow. see
thanks te Lesas Luxsnburs, Ycnen’ 5 le»ratxuﬁ, and Marx's Philesonhy o
of ‘Revoluticn is that in his las deendo . i2rX urojuctat philoscnhy as :
a: forces c‘ r‘v"lutiaﬁ.r-.' : T T IR v K o

o ~Lch_1ﬂtcr rnlﬂtlpu 2 s nletics'elhh nragvolution -inr wers anenc*“
jcharactﬂrlz*h all: of tiarx's. Jave o T»cvbasis_f;r-hiS&wr;tlnHS'
in ‘the last dzxgala:l 3*ru :the chan, ,-h- intruduced to-the Fremnch.edition
ef Cryital-(espocinilv the finzl VIl) where he sszcifiad thoat
Copital:coplicd:only to-Wastern Jevalosmnent, and- that the srowth of
colontalism. woull not vitiate the lawy of capitelisticrisis. For. Iarx,
“suchesnesyticns usTE BoTd 2 sharies Y but- tle very: round foriars-.
'nnlzntxcn.‘:'“uc'-' hi k3 1 s€ the Gutlhia Provrapn hooderci-

: - inti horisanaratinioliarXion: ranclpio
- rr:anlvatl.n_ ~33 ' : afcaverbrg‘lett;r ta: the
_""ar‘lst Newldershipsaving ! Su 1 "the final nort™ of. tﬁu
Fronchiaditiin of Cavita 11 andemenew olitiont of ;”RQVu‘:tzoﬂs ‘Concern-!
cigethe-Lolagne Cimnunist Trial. Fha;“wor“ cuﬁtzinel nis- 1850 “Address -
on Permznont. Revolution,  flarx was in aifcct tolling the Georhan 'soc- o0
~ialists. [but moest oof 2ll, dursslves) that intornaliziniiand arnjecting
_the: phi 13“"3Jy of Myoyvoluti-a in persnacnced®™ uas the. g cthine that: 7
gives.zorovelutisznary srganizationsdits histurie right t axist. Just
as nw.gat4u_y torrevelutdien’ ceuld upen u2 forthe “Third Corld whéreo
no . vhilasorhy was: “Fussnt,, s¢ could nens u*un for: che lost 55 1lvng ns
?hilosophy“anc sroanizatisn. veras Rojt in separatd r‘alns..~'“ T

o nﬂvﬂ's: cfraw Pars IELD Oof RLWLIAPR that such 1ntur rula ima ot
iulucxlcs and vism egnstituten the uss anew and titality of sl '
SMerxtse levelon . from 1041 whers he pesed the nesd for whilases o
xu.turn to Tenli St 1843 uhenﬁhe;ura*a Miliary tuow bLecunes:a, 1ﬂtoraal;'

farec:when it se s tho zasses’ (in thL-v~ryJu55ﬁy-wh¢r_lhe first
- nakes uso- £ tha torn ‘\ralﬁt“rlat") te qL verk es orvzanizaticn-man .
in hi, Crthluu * thi G trg ?*rnrnﬂ. C 1“15' 1-:ﬁ":‘ :

LLULUPR 2lsc pravxduf't nat vantace volat Fron which te view llnrxist-
Huzanissts unigue Sistaric contribution, wshicially as cuntained in
chantar, sne of Philssohy & Revolution wad the 1853 Latters on tiao -
TANsalute RPlon. . o :

-I.'L‘-l\nm'r we n now vant"ra Lueint  €ro niel to viow Narx! '”"rxlsm,f
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Pnlloso¢hv a evisiution c"‘1"l  cT 2-:neu

‘nxractice frbn which: astoyw Le;iﬁjlﬁz" :-ﬁri 2 in: toﬂﬂy s ruvolutionary'

mcvnm nt 5 Anya-wrote in Chapter 9, "as <sainst thé" cunccgt ‘that:!
lass: ﬂ¢t1u1*v thiue” ;-bpczlndless;'ls suff1c1cnt "ehH nakd
rﬂvoAut1*1"; wha t is meed i3 2 re-statencht firouriarcetof HMarx!
conccottaf the ’rﬁﬂl:vat1"q“ uf uhlleolhy,: L0 the iqsnbarabzltt
cands r"Volut1o1 T hisT 1nsc”nra:111ty is: KLVLIOﬂeg b/
»ra01vw'through Hagel' lesntral 2hilaghnhi scatesity: of-the ﬂahclute
n: hls ] w:rx --Pnanoabnglaﬂv S5 l1nd,é:»1ﬂnce«nf Lywdigi 1lcso1hyﬁ
o _ " Raya grefe- in Cha:tar 1, "because our hunszor- for- thaory o
ar;scs Frc"_th= totn 11ry SE thexvrcs 2nt:Crisis,” Hevelts Absalutu

Toifathod tedhvies 1rrmslst1J1e "lUTHS V“*Tﬂllﬂn-Jarx1an npthold’ o fr ‘1iber- .

ation, Absolute = fethed,  is presental as whot'nesds to ho cofieretizad-
and 2yt crhntel zn urd r for. bur ‘ars tw achiova the uniity of thnbrv
or an klnv “'succchful chulutlﬁﬂ.- i
y . B - - N e o ol
Ll Fve*_ ‘ wog .un11sﬁu y WO hava Taién tryin"-tu Lroak? dahn
thlS einca s S rrewnd - for orﬂ*nlz"tl:nal srowth., The' que st:on

RO 30 Q.w : Telts Absdlutes:ta_grianizatic oty far froxiheine”

n*w is Ct our uniquy nlstﬂrxc contrilutich, as discloss
in- our actua‘ TS endin Crcunesnt™; thé 1953 Lottiars: pn- t;é Al solutc;
Thea, avxwwin; thié contents of thysa lutters can Soth' ‘shad lirht
sn | sbAo Jf-our SersFrctivoes €517 1083/4 as welloass 1nulc_te tqe

Alatizn of flarx's. %uwnnlsﬂ t“:ﬁ:!Xlat ”uuanis:

) N T . B " . . - . e ‘. -
’s‘*lr"t INtt“r (;-v 12y cuns;s.s- f-n aativatitracine th?ough.
icrel Vs aAbsslute Iden ralote es-to-wha was thun rcferrad to hs-
’1al=ct1;v9f the = rty": “qvujcalluws_‘c'nl StuU v.oston thro"'h
*hs - QI tho finzl eqocter of tdc SBciencu” ‘f Lairie ‘-workxnw
nut-each cunc ut' 1~311catxcn -‘ﬂr crc“thw a new furu of ravclutxon-
' ﬂnxzntlsﬂ.;-;_ e e T O o : :

.

‘“Shu Jnnzﬂq by auntihv in =l'ﬂn'th yery 11rst TOTY Aﬂsoiute

IiaalNas turnel outr oat b the 1d,nt1tv-9f the'T :corct1ca1 an“-thc

Practical I‘"a" Haya writes in resbonsy, Mtco uwol this uwsans that the
warty is the identity ofrunity of the netivitv of the lozdarshisn and.
-the ac Tivity OFf the zndsis v ) wo slutionary orvanization,: in-a word,
~has reove rraundat ln.HJ;%IJS_.bSuIUt »-Lecinainivith the! ‘unity-of
tdlﬁ\erS‘"ﬁg attivists,” caxty, of coursu, Ages-not step aththe unity

o f theury and urnctlcu,f ld'vcithgr-du:s Raya,- as she' guates hin: i

thusly‘”"?hat remains’ thorofard ts Lo cénsiduroed here: 15'npt_a‘CJntant-
as - such, '‘bhut thiy uﬂquroﬂl 2lenieats of its (i.9., the Alszlute: Idea's)
forws-that &s, tho methhl:" T3 Rava this means that "the forns o2f ro-
11tiﬂ“"'butw“‘n laadors an-d- 1hn\s.-hutwgun the various lavars, ana”
within cach- 1ayor, tolls  tho ' whalatstary,"  Tho mathod ohtaingd. frﬂm
uulty:n" thunry with' nractien- heconas: key, 53 kav. that Hozrl ingists
from Ziery that "Jv"ry huaxnn-ﬂ' must o made with the Abhsolutoe"™, cRaya
cumments that this nachk thut tha nos sceloty lives iw the sholl af
the old and that ruvnlutxvnnr1»s nust nabsorio that thanretienlly-and.
ﬁracticnlly-"? a5 t‘xvi"o ‘uv*lutivnqry uut1>n tts »ircction. h

sy thel guoates Herold ﬂTAu;soconu nun*t;Vg, tnc new n*ivo Lf
1ti'a. whieh yor Thave rp:che: is this trmnsceandenco af. the .
contradictish, Lut. it is ne-mora . thy sctiviiy ol an. uxterﬁal ro--

'ufloctiun"t!:w'.he s n;ru-xc*i:ﬁ ia Lt 45 thao i1uurmast und
N ’ . l

Joetivoeimshent £ Lifs ans byoviy

peatrtert




#erscnaT'huu frga,m Raya“"sbes 'In [thHidl chie”
Y and’ Aruct1Cu" and the oround o
-1c~~1’s nttnck :ﬁ;th;"
) i 5y 3. tn\ r'\'.- ..'lutu (th\}
c r} : 35‘5*5', . vfur the- first tlﬂc
i 1 Tﬁ'crltlclsn ,f I n” L'- o 't;a croativity' of o
-‘ecenition: when he ruacxc. den wis ‘Philosceahic Nator
'.300k5;”Lhter sheo, will Qeencn thls cr1t1c anv1nf how - o -
: esacent. of the trans;tx»n‘? 1o Lorlc to. Mature sq - illuainated
hg Jrlu Lenin TS vfrnn G- in 1814=17,. thdit Lenln Jidnot wove on to
TiErantle uxth:;h - ard Tleysnd “trﬂns;t;uﬂ"——tl alszlute: n thad.--BY
deingosolenansredt Jf rran51t1nn, 'cnln clun=z tc the noed £ ralmetiator
Jteimave the dialectic ahédld 2nd therwehy, failed to wurk out the anlectx
;"as such! /in r:latlon ta sren n.zatlon. hay.__lsc n»nt;anq in this.
‘saction, the nedd tg. "o Loyend1948", i,e., CLR Jamos' lotes sn the-
1~1ﬂct1c.;,ue'hujih ta.~linnse, the Vury emerzance. »f Harxiste -Humanism
‘n% Roya talks less of "the dizloetic of the party or oarty as the
“mediator and ‘instead strasses the method - of . 1ct1:n an: epunition, the:
cdiatectice o f nn"ctxvxty, as’ th__n"w which nust’ W worksd .out- as-"a.

-"tat lly new revolt in which v‘rxanﬂ ex“urxyncus atselute llaeratzon.

e ey The E;rst lgr“ ¥ culn;nﬂtus in Puya quot;nw He Ll' stute"ant
that "Tno Meticon ariscs as: frow ulYStenCG...‘ut of externalxt; has
~passe 1npc itsel f; arvisvs to ”ercct its seilf-liveratien-.in. the ...
'PhiIOSQﬂhy o £ wirit " Naya =sks Grace Lee for a copy of Philosouhy .
of Mind s2 shc can follww flevel “en- this new course ¢f "self- lxba*atlon"
-and crlti51z 5 ‘their saxrlier ﬂwx‘oach Jf presenting '"the. narty'" as .-
»tHer:madiator Lietween’ the.idesz -F sccinlism. and ‘the wass:strusiles:
Mnow: I “ellcve that the 2ialectic cf the’ n\sglut Idea: 15 “the o
tinlectic, wf . tha =warty,. I feel, that tiind. is the new society gestating
in- th& shell cfithe 21d."  Inwa wor.,. Raya.has mrasped thot the Jathway
to now stznoos of liberatisn rests, nst uwhsn 2 omedigtor, Lut upon. o
medinsticn; wthen “lind, nhilosaphy, the visicn of the now. saciety Q= -
.~ COWMES.Sarinternal and. genercte. -t the . su‘]ccts of revelt asﬁtu_3=vc_
o direeticn to’ their.struzrles, - the, future will truly lissuc £rem the .
:“rusent 5 th\ir class - strunvlcs, . . T IR

s Thxv ls uhur _»hc L ttar Jf Wﬂy 20 horins, a lzatter. wherg inyn
“lelvesinte the throe, final syllorisms- of Thozil's Philwsc awhy of dind,.
,:develawxn" tho:uniquely’ ‘ﬂrxist-ﬂum"nis.;*raund unon which we. stand,
SThe first svllonxsm—-Le"i"-N,turo—Jinu--xllunln tes the new-af. our.,

day, tho- novnmﬂnt from uractice which is itself o forn af theory. Thoe ™"

spontanenus struacles, frum Yaloyw sive hirth.to.now qu estions, new idoas

- naw theoract cal Jevartures: which, when intoernalized and nrojectou anow:

can- hecome: tha. cround far-srantin: a-neow qocxuty. sWhen practice, -
u%Nntnroﬂ -5ivas,51rtb‘t1 new iceas <f fraedon, thuse ideaa MuUsSt bc
devoluued'inta'affull ushilasenhy. ¢ frocdan whieh¢an bucomn: theil
L. doterminant, ‘the. mediztion, to further strugzle, Thus, tho sucond
csyllogisn-- NMaturo-~Hind-Losic-<flows orranizally from-tho first, us

the undorlyin: thuery of fr‘odau which unsurves. fron »ractico becones.
Sthy nediation: to the saw,. Whep thet uhiansonhy_hc;umus fully into-
arated in revolutionary act:;n, wo have sounghed the devolounmont. o€ o
casliving, . crontivo,: continugus nmethod =f hunan liheration--the Absoluts
Hothed, . It is this nethod, when Ernkun down concrotely,. which 1n1tiat
a pows Heslnnlandg, wThelage vunagranh. fron. Philusoohv. of dinh--tho
 SeTE~Thinking 1dan, o7 tho-Self-brinsing Forth, of Libirty~-noans that
in.aordor. for. the uuvunont frem_prﬁutlno tJ Tan ch its fullest




htidnﬁrY;pdtent BRI ‘connuct witho &
.

thef*dialegtlc sthved, fa ' u1rh.,w:ut'thrau:bf
p;thnccn,-ﬁ_ 79 : : Ceud : _n: ~f the n ""‘1..!.\""

: ! lstturs n the | TN Fivaml s th--*?ound %
_Hfar rnvnlut1‘4ﬂry srranization t_L_Y. J rali 1f thiravalutionaty =
. cryanizo t1an_1.»1~1t%’r thut neino the malistor “utduun thc struwule
ﬂnu'the é:al "“'j,- e .lpczn«‘hll rcsuansihllltv“or fsr"1nﬂ R
lan thu Yacks of- suontanaity. Aathex, the” j”“’
‘Has. 've s"an51xilxuv for: cranuctina’tha Tov-
thc mass rovolts sy thbir full revisluticenary
oo TRdEe, FLT our’ cntlr 30 year sttor,
Ccannget’ such.on methe th actisn-in-catchinm
JEFOn beluw 1. nsvaaant from-omractico to
'vgvﬂld?in” thzt undurlvln" thoorv Jinte 2 full?‘n1lasowhv of
11'cr“t10ﬂ, and_in turn cocncrerizin, thntiphiiuaq§hy throuth’ dail i
011t1c"1/ rionizational’ work in the nass @oveusnts. and aTtle 9§ 0
Adzas, © Tais is what nakcs the uscerning-watihlat ca the 1949/50 ™
CMiners Strike so very exeitingg £3 Capphiet wiE STo tu.1n--noticu af
uriyegnniaativanl rwlntz:n to the very lovolpoaantoof that str1L3,
wo, can sos Wiy it wes tl = it in ' Marxist- silumanisus rucruntlon
“of thy dialzetic far pur_n‘,.fn_- S gauzht the unlderlyiaz thoery in
tHQ_mlncfs\dcti;ns, davaelosod 3-the full shilesonhy sf iarxxst--
'HumhniSm;fu_philﬁsuwhy’thétiwﬁs:; an srcanizatisnal form inc :
“Rows (& Lottars C'“ ittous; s concro “le wwas ‘this < nu thzat aven 33
dars later it- e 0853i%e to hold us the miﬂ*rs' actims s 2.
vision Uf nn 1turn"t1v Soe thi mew Mre -structnru ceomaoy"” which’
gifqgﬂjq?éata fpbuts Lutonet tu:""r 4r<. B T ‘ '

‘III;7‘OUr*0rﬁﬂniz t1,1"1 Furs~3ct1v 5 and the Chalie.ve £ ﬁnrx's'ﬂarxis:

- 'what Jdsonaw ot l!s_yenr,"‘ mad w1th thg Tr;lﬂ-v 2f Revolution
"and tﬁe ‘now view of arx wi ' “-.taindu_zn ‘this . yvor of his Cunten ry,
: sassilla t: oLtain a mueh murz coacTeRLtY luwn'uf how ‘tao
'«ctuallv 1:v~1Jﬂ‘uur'"r=~n1z1 235n ¢a the srdend. Lfqits- unlquo historice
contritutions,  FIr was nat.tlarx alsa ’“lejﬁlﬂ"ﬁuSJlutu ethad as
lthe madianti-znts the now saci::v_ln his constant effort. tm devalon
Mrovalution in pornsnence? as he wat telling us that thejou of a '
~rcvs1utibn‘ry arenntzer is. o co holnos duvelon the new uassisas for frenuur
which eonnz Sron Lulow intos a nethsd of advancine tha strursles, a.ne thou
sarisine-Erom nass action AND. T¥rrm . thw caonscisus offixt of o cadro
»F "glofession A r\v lutx,ﬂarlus? g S U

Indeolt, thc trllig lutinn sllows us Lo s2e hnu cvgry--
Cnanant of Mardts. ;uv~1a““-- ! fnscecarale frow cracticing the’ uathod
sf "rovialétien in 2o T""1yﬂcﬁ" Satsalute 1c"1~1vi:y As urrnnization
wan lary cancretize! this methol eontinususly, gyhothery in ' thoe 1848
ravaluticns in helsine the uwsrkors ally with tha thin-revoluticnary.
“heurgeiseoat sne and the sana tins 3 haloin: than forn indovendant
ayzanlzatisns =nld ldens o kiep thair strusriss cuing nfter tho 1navit-
al:le bliurgosise Letraysl; whethsr fa his work as "'rovslut:azaav v
juurnalist whero he usitwed action ead thoulit in his Maub nalnzschu'
CZaditun~: whothoyr his'_ut1viCy in the Firse intornntionzl which cul-
Chinntod in-his Critiguue ¢f the Custh=z ravrraa; ar In Nhis last decnda
whuore he howsd sut hew pathuays t- liseratiun on the “asis of tha
eraativa anturu of his nind. gint wae have the tetality af ‘orex's
darxisn in hand, it Lsosnos o si‘la ta sre how.n pTacviein o L
. . y . _ PRI
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2 TAS L WEN LOW: - yruparc for not\lnn less thun a Constitutional Conven-
-utlon ‘wf ,Mows: ond.Lctters Conuxttoes. ‘we.rare - siﬂultancously projecting
& panphlet: onllour Porioins™ 1. e. “the birth:of both o new . stago-of -
productioniand. of<cognition, and of a mew kind of. organization,. . News
and: Letters COmn1t=eps, infout of the 1949~50 Miners General Strike .
'against Autonmation, . With:this.view fron 1983, it is illuminating to
;eturg to study the harx1st Humanist Archives for the '49- 5@ period,

neadi1b .Henco""asnoﬂdanca is 1;n6 eruarki1g on: nnwad"e"*ure:'tbem“
,lettars .are’. perueated.with‘the ‘excitenent  of ‘a mew world opening,
Both in cognition and in life.: There is a 1ive intercomhunication:
_batwean the ages, as RD first translates and comnents. on Lenin's Ab-.
stract o"Hcgel's ‘Bcience of Logic, and then the correspondence be-
= cones: a ‘three-cornered. discussion of Lenin,  philosophy, organizat1on,
and revolutlon, ‘The ‘new :ground being broken ‘is not for history's‘
.-sakey 'Tho:three are- looking at the quastions Lenin faced in his -
‘hreak,” his Great: D1vide, ‘as preparatlon “for itheir own: def;nit;vef
break:.fron Trotskyism,\the:r ‘oWn’ new: beginn;nvs as .an 1ndependent
Marx1st tendency w1th a new form of organ zation. *'. . ne

By‘Jan. 1950 RD had returneu from "hear:ng Lenin think' tq Marx.
(Not insiﬂnifzcantly, ‘neither CLRY norGL accompanied her on. this :
journey ¥.1t iz her .3/14/50 . letter ‘that makes a:: dxrect rqlationsh p

“"to the ongo1ng winers: strike, ** [ hut. the ontire’ corxaspondcnce cnn-
: not be'senarated rrom that ohjactive ‘historic: uontaxt.

There 455 auwearth of materialkln tha letters that requ1res several
ﬁsarious ‘readings . -:What I have:chosen to: :present here.are SOome n. .
:rthouphtsron -one .dinension within the: ‘correspondence, . the trans forna~ |

‘tion of "State=Capitalism. and Marxisn®” into-Marxism-and Freedom, I

an thus ‘not. discussing here the critical dimension.of the: divergences_'
iappoaring-in the Johnson-Forest Tendency iin that '49.-50 poriod o
though ‘theyistand out to .us 'in: 1983,.as we see .CLRJ .wanting to .con-'

“. i fine tho discussion of philosuphy to "the dlnlectxcs of the party Mewn .
. .Jt . .

Int'iﬂuinn"nlse for us. today is thu discussion of Rosa Luxonburg
——-not only: regardinf ‘Accumulation of . Capital,,but also spontaneity .
and jorganization, - :This is n discussion:that’ was not -included in M8F;.
*jt was ‘to -beidnother-25§ years ‘before '@ mew historic.vantage .point .-

«fcompel‘ad QD tos.Tetuwrn. to Luxamburg once nore._to work cut her lagv-
ncy\for ourvago.-“ét&__ VoL . ; S SRR

0 : SRS RS P T : e

Doth theé Convention Call and the Draft Porspoctives Thesis singlo
out‘the-relntionship butwaen the 1949 50 ‘Miners. Gonoral Striko " and
Tl o felmarn 0 . : . T

N

. .£11; h:e:,‘hcwever,_a_e_ _j-awzng_'hni-su-_cenc e e e
'**ItVbegins. M1y dear Marx is- ulways on thc spot. n tho .
. “wery lates ne strike ,.." ' '

'***Along wifﬁ?a RlPrologue to our 25 -yenr ‘histery- and‘ﬁn's Oct, ‘T982
'PPL "On ithe BDattle of Idens" - (subtitled "Philosophic-?haoretic' :
-Points of: lleparture ns Pelitical Tendeneies Respond.to. tho Objoe-

tioutlives Situntion“], .I-'learnod much fron .reviawing RD's 1976 - essay

 WRaeflections on ltores from s .Diary:. Lonin's Philosuphic -Notebooks
. and /the Stats-Copitniist Tendency." ~ - R ?8‘)8
N B - . : . . : L ¥




the transfornatzon of the book RD had been "orklnr on,,"State Canlt-
‘alism’and - ‘Marxism ¥ “into what becane Marxisc and Freed don, Indeed, in
“the July 1586 PQTSQECtIVOS ‘Leport to the founding: Convention'of lhws-
and Letters uomﬁlttcﬂs, Raya said: 7 "Although the ideas for this book
had been” cerninating 'in my héad for dony years prlor to the  1949-50
strika‘s it-first “took. ‘shanao, ‘only:then. because it-was. the actualrcon—_
{ETete ‘Jgape-0f the ‘dlass. struQUIe which.gave it -its form: ....uIt“touk
ne-ten.yaars of idirect ‘work on Morxist ‘theory before 'the miners? i .-
strzke of.: 1950 zllurinnted for ‘ne. thu form fhis book must take.

. 'Uhat emerﬂas £rom u study uf the Arch;ves 1s- (1] that theq
QD nade in. ‘the ‘period -'49-50.:i5 under: the: 1mpact -0€-both the minera
“strikeand her: .study of-lenin, Hegel, and Marx: “the -activity::and. ‘the °
philesophic. prob1ng,are interthxned filiumlnating each: other:forwherﬁ oy
Cand: (2} that ‘despite the lesp nade in that. period, ‘it was nonstheless
not until’ after: her 1953: braakthrouhh on the:firal-three syllog;sn;-i*'
in flegel’s Ph~1osophy of Hind thnt the structure,of HEF became what

ltéia tcdayff;f

"-n“ To anpreﬁaate the transformat*sn the’ “oc” querucn.;in"49-59,
cone has - to.first:ses what .it-was, in’ outling, bafoxre then,. Raya .wrote
the, fivst draft] ~entitled "State-Capitalism and Marxism ;Y in.-1947 .
The -Aréhives ‘show its. concentration on amn arguncnt. with other thebr-
eticians;ilike Marx's 1859 ‘Critique - of Political Economy, .it: was..Pan
;intelleetual; that is,; .a.remote werk, a’theoreticai;nnswerﬁto an-ace-
tual problem _.." {MQF. _p.87] * -. . _._::‘_- Tl b e e s -

«'vi,Jhen un bealns the nhzlosuhhlc cortespondencc, 2/18/49 sending
CLRI: her: translation. of-and coRmentary ‘on.:Lenin'si-lotes: on oeingfrom
CDoseits Science iof Loric, 3t dis’ elesr that:wheiis with Lenin, in.his
Mgtudy-room, - end, Like him, is swept up by-the-dizlecticy «lier: L:
2/25/49 letter, .accempanying the translation.'of Lenin on Essence, :ends:
MAlways it is: Connsction, . relation, nedlation, necessity, motion,
<‘unity "of :gnposites’,. brea?-up of 1dcnt1ty, transition -and ‘motion, mo-
~tion and’ transitxon, and thnt is. tota;ity""nnd thegp ! 3/12/ 49 letter, -
accompany;ng—Lenxn s rhtcs on bbtlon,”emphasxﬁes Len1n s=new gras

. . "Lcnzn befins w1th the fact thst 'The diaiect:c » road :to - cogni—_
_tion_of truth 'is fron living obseTrvation.-to abstract. think1ng and,‘..
“from ‘this  to practice!? and:never . lots - go.'of. this for a single, ‘second,
"Lenin was looking for o new Universai. He" found Hegel's Iden, and -
said o0 -hie Rhodus, hic salta.” Anid even' then Lénin couldn't Fashion
his ‘now universal:s - revelution to a man: until there .appeared the So-

--victs, *1917 :version,. ~The Tdea hod ‘hin pose the quastion:correctlys
_the "lussian nasses supplied.the practice; :and ‘then . Lenin.arrived and

. unified the two and called it: Stnte and Revolution.' ‘Raya :ends-:the

" letter: "I am dyinL to get down to apply all this to two:things: .- :

(1) the Americun ecunony to which:I hope to get to seriously this sum- -

< MET 3 (2) to uurx s Cnnxtal ees'

L B - - Carieaay. TR Lyt K
. * I At} i

o In nu' 'folloning letterSv ‘one can - traca the chapters .on- benin
S ln MEF heinn workod osut), wh 'he* that o on the rolﬂtionehiﬂ of. the - .
diaToctic to Lenin®s. now analysis of the :collapse of ‘the’ Socondtln-
tbrnutional, af (dinpuarialism, - f tbe~uaboncy of- snlf-doucrminn:ion ~or

B
. H

"Eubstitute “DunnyoVsLnyn" for “Marx" in the fnllowinn continuntion
of" sﬁe‘ﬂ°ﬁ‘quct - Mg the nrolegariat bagan to move positively to-
‘wards 4T3 owh enancipntion. ‘they. Llluminutcu zil ‘tha studiaes Merx |
_had undertaken in the provious 'periad,. and: gave oW 1nsibhts 1nto the:
dovulonmont of_qnvitalist production "o : :




“ontthe: c.evulornr.cnt in his concept and prucﬁu.ﬁ oL OrguhiZ&Liuu from’
_1903athrough_1905 7to,1314 to State and Revolution and the revolu~
?iqnjigsglf;as well as “hat happens acster?” .Thoc heart is:the:manner
“in .which: Lenin,: havxng studied Hegel- znd seen self-development.as the
-core. of - the: dlalec 1c, now.:szges in the lvl7- revolution how! Ythes masses
.shgwgﬁ_;n;lifexthc HOY of tho.relationship between concrete and’ ab-

! _betwegen ideal. and real, . the xnpulse ‘to self-novement, ‘the: un-~".
preuedented znitiatlve, the’ indiv1dua1 full developmeat ‘(letter
Of 712&/49. and-note: thcsdate.--:because tha miners strike 15 now on. ]

. g.It is aftcr she bus extonsivaly worked out these*concep:sgln Lenin
thau.mnaratu;ns ‘ta Marz.' Soiinfus cod. isshe ien method; the. dialectic, .
and iso alzvs;.he _cgntepporaxy claess: battlesizth :
_sinvle dxﬁlectic that.she.is working out:in Marx
) :o, in these lett¥®y, “is Raya restructuring. her.book,,undor the- 1mpact
Lsof ‘the miners strik@ ;against: Automa*ion ~--which she:views:with. the"
Teyes‘of Lenin’'s Philosephic. ‘Motebpoks: ‘even as,she, discovers how
Marx Testructured Capital, a5 recreati £ ‘the 'dialéctic emerging’
from the workers struggles. of h1s day.. ’ S '

e

Thus,‘on beb. 1s, 1950 DunayBVSKaya leads a discussion on her pro-
posed new form of the book-in-the-making;. for the first time a worker,
JZ, is presont, toget\er with CLRJ ‘and GL. *° RD presentsitha-twolfew
vantnge peints. for the book-as the American proletariat. gand. Leninl's
Philosaphic "Motebooks, and begins by - stating Yo .. the: struﬁgla:af
miners..and-new . content:they have.infused into 'M:contract, no work?
‘is-.what-gave me imnulse to. 20, 1ntc egsentinl dxalectical”deveiopment
of Marx.himself, “;a.,' : TR e

It-'s as unat neeting that RO prcsents, for the first t1ma, “her
fulLy workad outtracing of Mavz's .restructuring. of Capital (mnterinl
“that will become . Chapters -5 and: 6 of,mﬁp ): Yie.are.in. & Vﬂry,'very
diffegantuuorld from the: 1947 outline. of .the;book. . And/ yet .. thare
ctill renmeins. one Velemant® missing- fren-the presentation that be-,n
comcs: kv to the discussion :in MGF ‘itself: | -RD has:.not yet: made. a;.
category of Marx's break with the. conceopt of theory. This despite
the faet that she has alroady cxplicitly recognized "the 'limitations
of thinking, even the thinking o% 8 Marx, unless proletarian.action
- propels forward" (2/15/50); she has lived the proof of this concept
for. Marx, for Lenin, and for herself,  She 'is as well already ‘im- -

‘pliecitly recogniANZ the movement from practice as ~itself -a form nf

" theary, as she singles out the miners questlons - in their goneral ’
strike s & profound chnllonge to tho -division Letween meﬁtal_and
manual labor, T ) .

Yet when wo read the 1952 draft of thc hook in the nrchivos {thon
beinp referred to as "tho Lonin book"), wo are struck with what still
-yomains to bo worked out on foxm, We confront a Part Ono on Lenin o
and a Part Two on lHarx, rather or than a ‘hook structurad on tho movement
fron practico‘to theory, wr :

*anq There o qauuuncn of dates:: Elhven'dnys later, Fob. 286, 1950,
was the spoclal tri-state meeting of the SUP and discus sion with
RD. on- the ninors strike. ' :

L Tha: draft is, nanatholnss, 1ntorestinu to us, with oyos of Rosa
tuxomburr,. Homen's Liberation and Harx's Philosophxﬁof levolution,
The outliine has v prRofatory noto cn the SPD and Kautsky's popular--
dzotion of Narx; Part Onu of the book is ontitlud "Organization

: - ) {continuad)
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Llearly,'the 192 50 period had_prewared_RD for her-1953-ph11
osophxc breakthrough; equally clearly,. it was.nats unt;lwafter~ B
“that. philosophic: breakthrough on the final: three syllocisms of Héz- .
#el's*Philosophy of:liind- that she COuld work out the full ramif -
“tions o£.the:’49 50 perlod

'a—l“

Or,frather, even’ that is‘not- quite accurate._ﬁit was’ ‘only® the‘_

) breakun of the JohnsontForest T endency “that permitted the devalop- :
iments of stnte+capita115t theory:into~’ the“ph1losophy ‘of Marxistifum=- ..

C3) ’Wl;h 1ts ‘own’ organ1zwtionaltform Tt was at the firsticon :
Aprili 1955, “that/both theih.

«dcc1q1nu was curried that* tha’ueu pub11catian, Riwsc g’ Letters) v
thetedited: byrac nroductlon workur,mand that:: nayamwaelassloned the~

. taskTof: completing the~book on-tarxisn, - publlshen ins
-and Freedam» from 1776 untiliToday.‘;

(cont waedy. : Voo 40 : B :
and Spontaneity"-“?art Two is t1»]cd “Karl Marx's Cag1tnl 1843 1833
sIncluded: also in the Archives 'with- the 'Look draft-is a:letter
from RD té-CLRY, 1/7/52, in*which she states: ",., “it‘was the con-<
‘cretef--?our oroanization << that made me think of ‘the ganeral form,
"It was in fuct . that which made G and me search for Marx ‘5" concention
of party and permsnent -revolution aae "
“Andvthe prefatory note comments as follows on: :herrelatzonshipe
between activ;ty‘and“thoory <aand ‘Rosa Luxemburg:'t:
the activity 'as such?.which 'stinulates 'theory‘ WeusvtThérefis ar
‘dialectical” rslntionship ‘between ' the- 'advance in study' and the’
actual-ereation of:the new society:byithe- masses uhxch escapad tne
theorzst of spontaneity. Rosa Luxemburg ACTRE :




- From Azédkor;'Los Ahgelos/betroit

pHTLosopHy/oasaumwonr I LIGH’J‘ DF RE’VOLUTIOL\' mm COU'NTE‘R-
FLL'VOBU’I‘ION m ‘mnb! BN

: That the Guustion of organization ‘can be poaed only i L

relat:on to!revolution: harﬁly needs elaborat;on once we look at tho

o:abablu?e humanicrisis“brought ahout bv the degeneracy of" apitalism
today “neads ‘@laborstion ot bv *hat I %npu oeriou- labor =

‘ia’what Raya,called "the burning ouestion}of the relatlonsh;p of -

'”’spontaneitv o organizatxon“i " (RLWBKM;"i.154), ‘or pu differentlY

-and fore” spe“ificallv.ltbe relationsh;p of a Narxlst-ﬁumanist organl"

Jzation to! spontaneously—created organ:*ationl of nnss movements ——

~what’ Warx called the “"réal"’ movement Such posing of the auestion.

I think, Uill bring us éldger: t6 5n getual’ revolutzon ‘Where the » o

,batt1e;For a ' new human: societv ia” fought and’ tth puts in perspect-._
iveithe” 5p3c1f1c311v ‘Marxdgt<Humaniat’ conception- philosoPhy Df
"revolution ‘in permanence* as ground for organlza.ion.‘

_ Pron Furthermore, ap’ Miodle-Eastern revolutlonaries who have
witnaased oné of the: greatest révolutions of our ‘times ~~ the. 1979{
Iraulan Revolution-- transformea to such a“ monstrbs;ty o counte;—;

- revolution within so"short a period, we' sre’ conf*ontad with the
'challenge of~measurinq our: Farxlst—numaniat devalopnent against the

'highest point dchieved’ during tHe' revolution, in. order ‘to see! what

o kind’ of: organxzat1on ‘we ‘can hu1la now, 'as wa ara preparinq ourselves

for. ‘tha* futire etage of the m*s- uprlsing in. Iran.. Natuxally..,;,_
.hope”the relationsnip of’ :nternationali&m to the form of such organ‘-_
'zation would also fiow from 1ts content. B o

. i be11ova this year of the - Karl Farx centenary, ‘when' we

o are: approaching the constxtutlonal convention with a trilogy of
revolution ‘in Hana repiésaents’ an dppropriate timo ‘to beginﬂthinkiﬂg-
_aoou . hese ouos;ions. But first we hnve to, aﬂ ' :

R E . e, f

FHAT ‘II\'D?ENED DURING 'T‘HE "'IU‘!HIT\N RWOLUTION? _—
] Tﬁo soontaneous shorags were the overwhelming form of maas
orgaﬂizations which 1nc1uded workers, pe#sants, soldiera, women andv
youth--*n the factories :2nd government offices,'ln high schcols and
univeraxtieS, and in the neighborhoods everywhere. Thesa ware the
organe of self-contralVof the Thasdes, which stood ‘6pposad to'all the
'military una:‘civnlian instifutions of tha Shah's regime, and which.
to’ 'some’ éxtent, lateyr Oppoaed ‘Khomeinits {nstitutionulization of..
the Ialamio Reoublic. “They’ repreeonted the power of people’ againat
- that of tha ‘statae. As long-as - the revolution wes ‘continuing, "these
ﬂorgani Aations: developad in dapth and numbeér go rapid1y and beoame
850 massiva that it'was unprdcedented in anvone's. memory.
Everv economié demand bednme bpolitieal and colminated in the ginqle
calls Mshah must GOl¥ —at ‘and he left even bafora the Pebxuary insur—
_rection that tovpled manv ‘0f the state. institutions, all of which'’
Khomeini afid Bizargsn had hoped to "oaptu:e" jntact. narnrgnn oriﬁ_
'"WQ brnyoﬁ fo* eainand got ‘a ntorm'“"f_ '




?or as. ]ong as the revolutlon wasg on901ng, both bafore and'
after ‘the overthrow wa experiencad guch a, freedom that it was: un-—
neasurable by, any: bourg301s yardqtlck as- tha feellng of mass cooper—”
atlon arﬁ‘came*ader:e Dreyallnd .In. Maxch, When IKhomeini: flrsL:be—
'gan ‘testing the waters'todiaunch his counter—revolution,,Wbmﬁn 8: ’

erationlstq poured 1nto the streets byuthe thousands +0o: nefend
; Thxs wag: soon Followed: By. the .

_s; by the Kurds tthW1ngf0ut Kho—h{

'students,.evedw

€ical. ldeOlOGlas in' theix. classes- an& by peasants;-some of whom

" had’ laft thei* vzilaqes to cone o -the universities, where. they
.cou‘d hpar the‘politl al. 618cL5310nq, whi;e cthers in, Gonbad- (on ;
the Russ1an boxder) . began an: armed va151na agalnst Khome;an‘“re—‘
volutionary auards“ SR o o T R

: _;\qeeing such a revolutionarv ﬁarch, the new rulers shodk
a8: they awalted the, arrival of "a TLenin” and his: "Aprll ‘Thesas" ——. -
which never. materlalized Even. in May, whlch began with, a-.demon—

:stratxon of.SOO thouqand workexrs demanding jobs and. workexrs!. contro].
everyone was. certaln that there, could he an October Revolutloni'as
the contr‘dlctions were rpachlng a. declsive turning. point... It wasg:

'only during the months of June,. Julv and: August,;after Khomeini- be-
camh cert in that the ‘Taft had. ro 1nﬂependent bhanner to. unfurl, angd |
tbat he could rallwv. tﬁeﬂ 2round kis "an t1—imper1a115m“ ‘that- he'vi.
Sutceeded in turnlng the Llﬂe agains* the revolution and cculd pro—
“ceed to. commit ali the atr0g1t:es that. have "transformed Iran ko
one; big pr:son“ for the masses. T s ,n-‘;.:'~'

?he nupetion that arises now is thls- Tdhat happened to,=
hat “one pexcent of, Narxlsts" wwhom. Baz"rgan s0 - feared? The. ccn--}t_
fusion of the Left, z2nd its tailending of . -Khomeini's "anti~imper-
1a1ism" following the. hostage criais,,notw1thstanding.w,what akout -
thoge of us who had, sc to sneak, a “correct anﬂ1v31s"° Let us
hegin with the .positive: . . et '
ey ) -_Our e?ementary axpogure to Narx1st~ﬂumanlsn
was a i*ect rpnult of tha. 3 impact . the 1deas of News & Lettersg had
on.us in. face of the objective events at the very beginning ‘of .the .
~Iranian :Revolution., Ik meant greeting that . ravolution 1)}with  the. .
transletion and, pub11cat1on of Marx's 1844 Economic-?hiloaophic T
~‘Manuscripts -{"Alienated Labox" and "Private Praoperty and’ Communxsm")
which spelled. out "naw Humanism" as. against hoth private Droperty
and"vulgar communism", as.well .as the Tan/oman relationship 3 . -
2). with . the translation and pub1icatzon,V:n geveral- thousand ccpies,
of Ch*pter Iv. of Marxism.oand Preeaom,=which 111um1natea the .diffa=:""
rence between the attitudes of Marx and. Laszalle .toward; the. workexs,
.the latter seeing thom as. *mob" and as “ignorant'. mBEBes who naeded
him, Lassalld, as "the head" ﬁov-fheir emancipaticn,. and of course -
“ualwaypuw:tn_thau"state'" zid" 7 ond 3) with the ¢ranslation of .
Raya Dunavevskaya's rch 1979 PoIitica.—Dhiloaophic Latter an-




_tlt]ed “Unfo1€mant -of and contradicﬁions in- thﬂ Iranian Revo1ution,
Ewhlch,-on the. one.. hand,.spelled .out many ."spectres' haunting: Kho-
meini's regine.jsuch as. .the: women llberatlonlsts who tried. to. open
up . the second chaptex of.the. revolutlon, .and . on..the .other: hand,
'warned against the .grave. contradictions that resulted. . £rom the Left'
' allendlng of" Khome1n1 s~“ant1—1mperlallqm" and their faliure to. de-
velop a. phllo°ophy of revclutlon. : R

”the re]aulonshlp netween‘philoscphv anﬂ organlvatlon, nartloularlv

as it has .now been expressed in.Chapter ¥ of Bosa Luxemburg, Jomen's "

o Dbiberation and Marx's nhl‘ﬁSOphv oL Revo1ur;on,,"The«PhiTosopher or
Permanent Revolut1on reates Ground"for Organization. : 2

. = - .

: II P‘ARF:ST-KUMANISP"S B'REAK"‘HROUGH ON PHILO‘-‘-OPHY/ORGAINIVATION° .
‘ 1979-1983 RS AR R .

L We have ‘come a long way, ince the Iranian. Révo1ut10ﬁ of

- 1979, e ‘have® become oppressive1v aware that what seemed .to be the
eve of the greatesf revoluticon since 1917, what was an outstanding,
powerful . and. sustained. mass mdbillrat:on for -montha, cuiminating in
a general strike of- oil workers..whicn praceaded the three-day in-.
surract;on of. Feb G- 12, 1979 with atll dts -spontanacus organira-
tions. —— has r1na11v been. dsfeatad at: the hands of a counter-ravolu-
_'tion chat WA v1rtua]1v'"hu11t into""the»revo1ut10n from the begln-

: "h:1e overvona in the opvoe:tlon to hhomexnl “accepted“
_this dﬂfeat -ag_ theixr ground,.we felt that it was high.time to raise .
.a.new .banner of philosophv of revolution on .the basis,.of the high-..
pointsvnchieved in theory:and in practice, durlng ‘the, vourse of that
revolution.. In. i11um1nat1ng the relationship of nhllosophy to or=.
ganizstion, it Yecomes necessarv. to take a cloger.look at. ‘the _ devel-
opmant of Harxist—Humanism and  the .process of the. completlon oh
RIFILKM, in 1iuht of the revolution and, counter—ravolution in Irag.

i . Lek me. begin Fy Feferring everyone ‘to..the Draft Perspect—
“<tives of - 1579-80 in the July 187S-issue.of N&L, ‘particnlarly Part IIT
.on "Oxganizsticral Conc1u530ﬂ5._.~ Ik bpgins by statingt “"Let-us-.
‘take one more look. at the Iranian rRevolution,. this time.as it xelatas
to our ‘orgsnisration,.,.." A¥ter -showing:the counter—revolutionaxy
D:ocess through which all the :spontaneous:- forms: of mass ordaniration
.;hgﬁu &“vluCud B £ha roa—emergaence.of.the -0Lld:- -organizations of the;;;
“capitalirt c1éss 8c thet. the masses were-the very ones.who.now had
'no. organization, ft concluded: "It .= high t*me.;.that we recognire
ourselives ' nok Jjust o8& tendency butiasan organizat:on L and..it
- wWas at that. convention that a dnaﬂ1:ne wa g set for finish{nq tha ‘new
book




-4'5°”3 Than fo1loweﬂ all t'np manv 1ettﬂrs anﬂ discussi&ﬁs'
1¥e 'of "the boo¥, ¥Fir:

. then'there wera 10 chapt rﬂ'in

'_two Parts--then ‘a’ sinqle ch1pteq F grew lnto a whole new Part on
“Women ! s leeratlon. i

.f"book wae ccmblete, a wholn naw Chaptet WIT was ﬂdced as the “ﬁdst
ertlngs of Marx Point a Trail. to the 19908.! which posea not" or—'l
gan;zation but fhe neea for: "revolutlon in. pe*manence" as the *ab-
solute chaIlenqe to our ‘z=ga. T'Hbre. “howaver, T wank té ‘concentrate
on the b*caPth‘c“qh‘u. Lhe uueatio1 df'dbganiszldn, ndxtiuu crIj
:n relatldnshipf 3 y ’

ST N_In her Dear Friends letter of Ded

ey fe!t thae the ‘chapter ‘on: organ;zatwon\}n Partﬂ_”ff

1nsuff1c1ent "hat T mean’ is that''the ‘relationship ‘6f snontanelty
to organitzetion, when it is wi“hin the Framework of her (Rosa Luwem—
buxq 8} ‘debate With Lenin, woumd not ¥eally ansier tha” burnlng
‘maestion of - our day. .That. could only be worked out if we: returnpd
to Marx .and esnec1a11v if we returned on the q*ound that . has naver
been -dongidéred aﬁ'“orq=n17af10n document" == the crittaue of xhe -

Cotha Proqramme.'*ﬁﬁ' R ﬂ_f f’“”’"”?f

i L Wa! 1fm:w that when" ‘Mary: wWrote- this greatast “higtoriec ﬂoeu--
ment in 187“ it wvas mcdest1v caivad: "Marglnal Notes“ “go'‘the Unity -
Programme of Lasual1eans and: EisenacHists, 'and was™ sant on1v to 'a

few porty: 1eaﬂers., ‘It mnever became’ piblic :until 16 Vears tater
'whén;uzn 1801 - Biigelg ‘insisted ‘that Marz's. Criticue be. published;f
in rasponse to the Erfurt ?rogran of the Gexrman’ qoc1a1-ﬁemocracy.T
Even then it was pub?lshed by Kautskv as "a contribution.to the!
discussion“ and after’ ‘Endgels had “deteted and- altered everythxng
vou and D1ntz havn objected to-.." fEngelg to Kar1 ‘Kautsky,' Fab. 2?
1891) . Tt “took ‘snother - 4F ‘yraars, on’ the eve of the 1917 Revolution,
before ‘Lanin’ returned +o the ‘Critimue to make it ‘and: “arx’s civil™
“ar in France the basis ‘For his ‘State and ﬂevolu*xon. Rut ‘even |
‘Lenin gaw-in it on’v'“the corninection hetween the developnant of ™~
communism and "the withdring away of the state'ﬁ {State and ‘Revolus
tion. ch vy 1nd ‘not = qxounﬁ fcr’the "Partv. e f'ﬂ’{ Sty T

- 743“ R 4 - “é essént111 to remember the cruc1al nature of t:'l"t-h
- year” 1875, whan Mary was sumh:nq up three decades of theoretlcal and
ntac#ical deveiobmants.” Tewes in this vear tHat Mars cbmpleted'“
“the odzting of the French edition of Cavital where'he added a new »
paragraph that gives another proof ‘of his anticipation of 1mperia1a,
iq ~4:1375: 15 mlso’ the “vear- t&at"ﬂarx;&ep“oducnd his’ 18S0 Address -
on’ nerm#nent revo1ut1on as .an' appendix - to- the Revelations- Concern:nq
:the Communist Trials in Cologne. This nodt bnly shows Marx: both as:-
an organi?ation man, - from his 1AAS.A7 ‘International Corraspondence.
Committees to' the “ommuniet Lesgie and International "orlkingmenis .
"Agsogiationy and "as a phildzophed of nermanent- revolution, who' lived
" through the rnvo1ut:ons of Y848-49 and. the Paris Commune of 14/71:-
but v also hacomes a naw onen1nq for Marx to return to rhe studv ;




‘of wh he had calleﬂ.,“}xsmai-lc rﬂode of Production"~:.n projecting
qti'll newer :Eorces dnd paths to rev*olut:ons in fechno‘l ogically
‘bac‘cward ‘Lands. ALY thase 311 uminations were brought about in the
bracess Of- conpﬂetion Of:RIMELRM;. 'whichled to notfhing s‘hort of:’ a
Narxi st-l'{umanist brea&through ron.philosophy. anc‘l orgam.zation :

S :I"c was at ‘!18 time,' when ’the Expanded RER of Jan.
1981 Rava unﬂerhneﬂ the word "onenzng' *odqy reference tc‘ darx 8"
new . contanenc ct‘ thought GoEhat Y -wrote a: Jettér to: Raya ‘térdiscuss
the poss.ﬂn.lltv of begi. nning the pub‘l icat:a.on ‘of ‘'a journaliwhich be-
.came’ Enghelab va Azad (E & A) —-=- Revo'lutlon ‘and’ Liberation. ‘ ‘Raya =

.- s answered by saving: -“Eegln. :]ustﬁbegin,:flrmly and iflexihly'" " The

£i rst 4..33!.1& of 'E:&A came off t‘ne press on ‘Mav Day 1981,

- e RIS o R e BTN A

Vy Doint is -that -mst us the Iranian Revolution. had mani-—
fested the urgency of working out the’ relationship between: philo-"-
EODHY “and - organizat:on for News and lLetbers c«::mm:.t:tees, g0 our bhe-
g:.nnings as a Marxist-Humanist tendency in t:he Iran:.an Revolution,
tOOr'-h d ‘an organ1~at10nal manifnste-tlon : ' :

T Today, in th:s 1983 the -"entenary yvear of Kar'l. Harx, we
: not on’lv h?ve the new kook, 'but a trilogy of revolution in our hands
w‘*ich spe] is out. the movement from practice and mcveneni: from theory
reaching & who'le Dhi‘fcsonh -— i.e. a-vision of total: 1iberal::.on.. L
“we ~also have had the e:rnerience of publi sh:.ng EsA for more ‘than: .
twc years.__ '1‘1"9 qrowlng response that we ‘are now recelving from- the

readers, particular'lv from 1nﬁnbendent Marxist 1nte11ectuals and

fron women liberati on:.sts, is vroof that Marxist-Humanism, - as we
-eyoress and-conretize it, is an intecogratl part of the 'oreparation
for .an _actual revo'lutior' in Yran.

H0wever, dasp:te th.is tremendous response we are receiving

- from. many individuals throughout ‘Burope, Canada and the U.S.,’ this
‘has not resulted in any organizational: growth. Clearly, we ara-
faced with a contradiction. So much go that we are unsble even to
fulfill the much-needed Aialogue that is reruiredwith our readers,
wurthermore, when this dialogue is wossibie, it is limited to the
“idess and not the organi zation which emhordies thosa ideas. I .
believe that in confronting such a con*radictiom ‘we. must c'larifv
cursalves t‘hecretically 2nd practicaily in’ relationship to Phi‘l._oso-.
nhy’;o:cganization',' for which those -worr"is -_nre.but a mere 'heg:l.nning. '

: 't‘hus, I pronose so"ne m:el innnarv practical suggestions-
1— An Essav I\rt:.c1e on the F':arx:ts!.—’iuman:nst concept of organizat:lon

i_n B & h :

mo*\thlv Dear wrienrie Lettar comnosed of an analvsis of the
i ﬁh4ﬁﬂ&{€a pitpntion nnd oritimsus of difforent ten dan:in

nt L2 JTURANS Al el LTS iy -} 4]




Occasiona'l nu‘blic maetings_j where weeklv meet1ngs are not noss-

ible) ‘+0 ibe cal Ied to: -dlscuss SESA. artlcles”anr?‘othe-“agb'!ica

's- A trlp to Europe to esta‘:llsh orgam.zatlonal re‘atlonsh1p 'uth

*-ourrcorreSﬁoné‘en*‘s. -'narticm ar1v the independent 'Tomen 5. Group




.. PHILOSOPHY. AS  GROUHD FOR GRGANIZATIO AND OUR TASKS. TH CHICAGD .

. HOTE: . The .following is_the text of my lead off discussion on the July 12 REB

- Hinutés ‘which summarized Michael's oroanization report. This presentation was -~ . ..
_made at a_Chicdco. Local rieeting on August 1, 1983, ' The discussion 1s7in three. . .

. parts: T;lews and Letters Coimittees 1982-23; 11 Yhat Does It Mean To Say, "' | |
Philoséphy As Ground For Organization; 1II How Do We Project Qur Philosophy of .

. Organization? ' |, . - 100 U0 oo IR I S D

L

s Wi LerieRs comrrrées, oy,

U In fichacl's' report. he ‘conciuded the section on our past year by sayino: “our...

I by David Park: LT

“'_‘C;)-rg'aniz_'a_'ti_(m;_ was attempting to do something this year in groundjng:'__org"a'ﬁi,z'at'idr{.’{"ih . e

~philosophy of .revelution that has neéver been done before, not by ahyone:t T

- perspectives coming .0

vt of last year's Conveption were written. upon. the comp]t{ﬁibii o

. oF a new major work  Tn Marxist-Humanism,’ RLULYKH. lle stressed In’ last year's pér-. - -~ )

“spectives .that It was tFe ‘totality of ilarx's works and the entire history'of’

" Harxist-limanism-as déveloped in three books not one (what was later termed a’

"trilogy of révolution) that'was the ground for the .new book and for the intensifi- -
cation of our activity in.all of the freedoh movements whether that be “in women's
Tiberation, -the Black dimension, Youth, Labor. or Latino. fiot only did we not sep~
arate theory from practice, but we began a.preécéss of challenging post ifarx Harxi-
sts with-the contributions of Marxist-Humanism as we organpized RD's national tour .
- and in-the process took-individual responsibility, for the challenga we wére making.

And while we did.take. individual respopsibility as:Hichael describes “in’his report
both for that challenge and. in’ the process for cur own self development, the course
of .the :year -demcnstrated for me the truth of larx's insight in ‘the 1844 Essays:

‘Wihenever 1 am active sclentifically, etc. engaged in activity.
“which I myself can pursue alone, without any direct asseciation
__with othars, .I act.socially .nevertheléss because I am active

as a man,  ilot only the matarial ‘of .my activity is given. to me
_as a social product--as 45 Che case _even with language in-shich
_the thinker is active--Lut my own existence is social activity.

b

. inasmuch as what ! meke for mysélf, 1 make also for;th'g"so'cie_ty L

.and Wit the consciousness of myself as a social befng. T .

As ithé:ﬁést—:iyear_—‘"@ehgﬂ by we éained ‘new ‘inights from the very. prbées'é‘:-,:d”f E‘O.I.lhi'f aéti-
" vities and study--whéther that meant.the oppertunity to' . Tisten.to' the voices.of .

" freedom in Guatemzldland priduce. a. new pamphlet whi ch opengd’ up.even further opp--

. ortunities .for. develgpment, or whether it was.the new interactfons.in preparation
for the tour,and during.the tour .itself; or how.all of our activities as an-organ-
_-{zation opened up new insights into the histary-of our own.organization:thus con-

~ cretizing philosophy even further; or how this individual work both shaped and was
_shaped by .our own leadership which in turned informed our individual work even =~
“further. . For example, evén before the new book was off the press, we recelved a
lettev;frdm'Qur,Natiuna],Cha1rwdman”(0ctober'5;L"Gn'the_Battle of Ideas®) which

- further grounded the new book in Hegel's dialectic, related this to.our own organ-
‘ jzational begfnnings .in our break with Johnsonism, . reviewed ‘the continual additio-
ns to the new book even as it-is being printed. and adding yet one fore paragraph.
The point was and is that the philosephy we project nust be continually concre-
tized in_al} of .our work. . .~ . oo . S o

. "..Then at the meeting in January of the Expanded NEB, our perspectives were fur~
~ther A1luminated by RD's report "Harxist-Humanism 1983: The Summation.That is A
New Beginning, Subjectively and Cbjectivaly.” The report began by stating that
the “here and now" demands & desper probing into the creative mind of Marx. It
S went en to_iTjuminate flark's.mathod of -grounding . organization dn philosophy as &

. ‘Summation that is-a llew Beginning and an”answer to the'gquestion "How To Begin




,.Anew’" That Summatlon .continued. and: continues 0. be.concratized. ﬁhrouﬂh atl of our .-
activities. : Gur work in ali the Freeédom movements, the preparation for Raya's Tour, .
the Tour itself, the international trips have all: contr1buted ) A1ready we have i

two new panphlets coming off _the press, a neyw Farsi editiom with an ntroduot1on
by Rzha to ‘the' ‘Afro: Asian Revo1ut ons pamph]et, and a® ‘new edi+ion of Amarican .

. C1v111zat10n On Tr1aI ‘With an ent1rely new. section: .that shows" the' todayness of Farx

- for.the- biack 1iberat1on struqn!e. Cur own work “4n Ch1cago has’ _apened ‘up new’ rela-
- tionships with labor throuoh the work at ‘Agar, ‘and with youth-expec1a11y ‘thriough= - -

our-work at UIC both in study groups and Central America, and with the'Eation dime-

nsion through our Central American.work generally. Our.work on.the national tour

- has also opanad ‘up new reTationsh1ps not 1imited to.Chicago-and hKas led to our’

. designation as, Sub-Center, , Al of this can ‘contribute further. to .the question of

" how 'to begin .anew. It also shows™ how our'own internal practice as an organ1zation
- Cof Harxast-?umﬂnists ‘does ‘not " separate- individual from: co’lecti¥e - thaory From”

'-_practice- ph1losophy af .revolution . from’ prepardtion for actual revo]ution; philos-
“ophy from organ1zation. Yet I belicve that, on ‘this last: ‘relationship--phitosdphy/

orqanization-—we dre still dn need-of much further ‘understanding wand’ concret1zation;--‘

. Indead this"” s central to our Constitutional Convention.’ So:I want to share with -
-you the stata of my own” understanding ‘of what it means to say Phi]osophy as Ground -
For Organizat1on--as a focus for our own deliberations on this, cr c1a1 re?ationship.‘“u

”II hHPT DOES IT hEAN TO.SAY "PhILDSOPHY AS GROUHD FOR ORGANIZATION?"

-1 want ‘ta beq1n the' discussion with Harx's ouwn developmenu--part1cu1ar1y as
_ man1fe5ted in the 1875° Critique of the (Gotha Program.. Gotha" Program came after =
‘LuSa11e & death dnd was.an etffort to uaity.Lasalle's followers with Harxists. :;'
“Marx-had . respected LaSalle -for his commitment. to revolution -and 'for his role_in’
‘ioniting the German Norkers movement. As Harx’ put it in a letter to Schweitzer _
'gwr? Iater became the 1eader of the very party Harx cri 1c3zed,in_Gotha) written :
n 868 : : : : ' <

Gerwany—-and th1= “remains his -mmorta1 service." ,

~Yet,: at the same time, tarx’ total!y opposed LaSa11e on’ phiIosophy and all of 1ts
ramifications., He ‘opposed him in:Tife and after his death Marx fought with his "
followers. : He often became_so furious with LaSalle that he not only denounced _
~-him publically but alse privately in letters to LaSa1le himseTf—-to the point_that -
" Mdrx admitted:to Enge1s ‘that he had been “"rude as hell." But what was behind such.

:..passion? In the ‘same’ letier to Schueitzer he explains: that LaSs1le permitted- him—_;

self to be "dominated ‘too much: by the irmediate circumstances of the time.” " He"

had deveioped the same theme a number of years earlier:1n 1865 in-a ‘Tetier to Ku-
" gelman where . hé accused LaSalle-of being a’ "reaIpolitiker“ 51m11ar to many bcur-
- - geois’ politicians of his day._ And 1n doing so Farx said. o ’

...he shook’ hands with: Bisnarck in the interest of the proietariat. Those
f'gentiemen (bourgeois polfticians) had greater Justification than LaSaile’
“insofar ds the- ‘bourgedis is accustomed .to regard the interest: immediately
. befare his nose'as reality, and as in fact this class-has ‘generally” achieved
. #_compromise everywhere. averi with feudalism, while in-the nature of thinqs o
the worPing class must be sincere?y revqutionary.“ . .

"And *w baing a - realp politd K ted n-n.'LaSaule raiIed to 1ook ‘to- the
high points of mass “activ ty. to see masses in motion as Reascn and :
instead saw: theory (his theory) dive from practice. In the letter:to Schweit--
ZEr ﬂarA said- ‘ : . B _ ‘_‘ f,‘ R

like everv man who maintains that hn has in his p eta panuCEu for the
“sufferings of manking, he gave’ his agitation a rel1gious and sectarian
character.” He fe1] nto the same error’as Proudhon. and instead of- 1ook1ug




“among the actual eiements oT the class movement for the real basis of

- agitation, he, tried to ascribe its course to thesn e1eﬂents accurdinn‘
wcertain .dogmatic. recipe.f_f S e

.In 1875 he, wrote his: Crit1que and sent 1t to. members of the German parties

g throuah Bracke.,. In the. cover letter to Dracke’ he' exp1a|ns that the desire of Ger-.
- man. workersy, for' unity is_ being achiived at too” high.a price..  The price is to es=". -
tablish: eerta.n ‘principles’ dlctatedj “the’ appearance of necess1ty ‘at ‘that moment:
in. tinetwhich Mgets up betore . the ithola wor1d arndmarks” by which" it measures ‘the'= -
level, of . the’ Party. Hovenmnt. 4 L s'phiiosophy of:; revo]ution in permanence leads
-;him to sharp]y opposs the "practicai_»anity program; He says in_the ‘Tetterito =
racke  that 1T conditions of the'time did not permit it te o beyond the immediate

i”;fpracticia]1ties, they 'should 'simply (have -developed an agreement For. common act?onﬁir
- against a common enemy.“““hich led ffayx” o the statement singled- out by Raya’ On*f““

. .page 155 of RLUL+KH, “every.step of real movement. 1s more important. than a dozen' -
. programs.? Tﬁus tﬁe Jeritique’af! ‘the Gotha Prﬂgram is ‘made - from the’ perspective )
" of 'a.philosophy-of “revolution in’ permanence™ as: ground ‘for organization as ‘opposed
“’to the Laszlleians’ pragmatism.. As Raya points cut in her. January ranrt ’”Suwma-
;tion .25 Mew Beginning" There waf to ‘be.no. barqaining over pr1nc1p1es. s

- 1 dor t have ﬁine tn go throuqh the Critique point . by point. T +h1nk it
-qaimoortant to study the Crit1que along with both Surmation as hew’ Beqinning ‘and
-Cnapter KI of RLYL+KH where the Critique 15 discussed.  But I do want to bring
‘out ‘a’ few.points. Marx objected very strongly’ to the phrase in .the Gotha Program
that, re]ative to the working class "all other classes are only one reactionary’
mass." He-c¢alled. this nonsense pointing out that vardous class forces could be.
. revolutinnany at.particular times and part1cu1ar1y s1ng11ng ‘out peasants. And it
was. Marx's’ philosophy thatTed him to lay out a very different principle of: o
‘Tgoking to masses in;motion. Similarly he opposes the Program's: emphasis on. dis~
tribution of the “prcceeds“ ‘of labor on. the basis of equa1 right ‘He: points -out"

- this can be:twisted by those who are champions of the existing“state.  In-the:

.. Geyman state.of that time he notes that equal right 15 bourqeois. The standard for
Tequaiity is) 1abor.4-. . . T : o . _ -

.."But one man’ 15 superior to annther physicaliy or menta]?y and so supp11es
- .more labor in’ the same time or can work for a longer time...This equal: richt

-“1s unegual. right for unequal labor...Right can. never be higher than o

ithe eccn0m1c structure of society." o L
-ZHere e rx is deve]up.ng the need for tha total uestruction af the sta*e and te 90
beyond "economics” to totally new human relationships.  He spells this out as'an’
elimination of the division betwsen mental and manual labor, He also states:
"after. the productive forcas have also.increased with the a1l round development of
the individua1...only then can, the narrow. horizon of bourgeois right be crossed
n its entirety and society inscribe on.its banners:  From each according to his
ability to each according to his nceds!” e develops’ the point further in his att-
ack on-the statement of the Gotha Program.ihat "The working class strives for its
erancipation first of ail within the framework of the present day nationn1 state."
He ca11s this the’ "narrowest national standpeint." .

o I think what s crucial about reading tha critique is what Raya develops both .

“Aa.RLUL+KI4 and in “Summation as New Beginning.” . She singles out the Critique as
one of four "ilew boments" in Marx during his last decade,--and as part of Harx® s,
j_own ‘Sunmatfon as Hew Deginning, She exp]ains the ‘term moment’ as fo1low5° ’

. A-Mmoment" speaking in terms of Heg:lian—ﬂarhian,dia]ec»1cs. is not a
“moment in time unless i&-is an historic nowent, & now stage. in-history,
a new factor of development, a new stage in the self-determination of -
Ideas and in the self develonment of the individual reachinn Universa11ty...
fement is time only when and if we defiwe t1ne as Harx d1d--as “"space for
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human deveiopﬂent LY new mnmert therefbre. is one that ererges'a.ter a
1engthy ﬂerlod of "labor, patience. ser1ousness and sufferinq“ of the negative,

arx was Took1nn both at the 30 years of masses in mation since 1844 and at his
OWR bheoret1ral development and practic:nq summation as a new beg1uning. And what
he was’ saying .is that, for-an orgun1zation to be groundﬂd in the unity of ‘theory:
and pracu1ce Expressed as: re»qutinn in, permanence--:t can't make. a’ princip?e ‘ot i
.of .the appearance of ‘immediate. .necessity but must promote a continuous ‘revolutionte -
the .point where it cen cross the "narrow horizon of bourgeois right.," ‘How “this o2 D
. contrasts with today's sta11n1st. ‘who' read the Critioue and. use it to: justify the:
- -idea that you have to go“throuch a stage of .secialisi before your‘can .get’ to comm-
"nnnsn; That 1s‘bhe.wc.y“.utr-hq.n was 58’ dead set agaxnst 1n thn frw*iqnﬂ j-sn]f.

Unfortunately Lenin, himse]f, made a. princ1p1e of the appearance of immediate
'1necess1tv in-1802 when .he wrote Lhat.Is To Be Done? He' '"tooked ;at .the state of - .
oppression..in Russia.and at the Tack ot movement in. ‘the working class and. conciuded
that "...the working class, exciugively by 1ts own effort, is able.to develop only -
trade union consciousness." - He then went on %0 ‘develop the theory of the Yanguard -
Party -which had the .very impact Marx .so feared about the Gotha Program in his lett-
&P to Bracke--that it would become a landmark by which"the whole viorld measures the
. Party Tovement.” | Hevermind the fact. that Lenin made contradictory statements later
| --at one point.stating’that thé “working class is spontaneously social democratic,"
.and" his slogan in 1217 A1l Power to the Soviets."  Thelandmark remains_ to haunt
us to this dqy'~ As RLHL+4: s0 clearily develops, Lenin did undergo & ph110¢ph1c
reorganizatwon. aftér the. co?iarse of the Second- Internationai which ailowed him-to"
Sen Rev01u+1unaty subjocts.’ “That ‘redraanization brought him to’ the famous:slagan
- "A11 Power to_the. Soviets!i® and’ 1nfbrmed the writing of ‘his_greatest works--from
" State ‘and Revolution. tu, his’ theses. on ‘the national and colonial question., Yet he
| Tover dnvélop dthe’ 1ntegra11*y of ph11osophy and oraanizatian. . ’

s But we are row ‘at a point where e must’ go beyond simp]y opposing Vanquard1sm'
in its superficial characteristic of its centralized form. The movement from °°
.practice over the past 30 years provides a stinging renounciation of Vanguardism,
- But we, as narxistnnuman1sts ‘must 2150 work out what we are for. - And the place -~
- to starf, in my. view, js with the rea)ization that the oripins of Vanguardism lies
in the separation between philosophy and organiz‘tion which Lasalle certainly was
gui]ty of but -which all post-ﬂarx Marxists maRe. Look at RD's statement 1n Sunma-
- tion ;New, Beginning, * . e T .
i In each decade. the book moved beyond ‘the “du courant"--that 15 tc say. 1t
: anticipated the future fn.tha present, once the movement from practice. * -
crierged as 8 form' of ‘theory itself. Thus the new in Narxism and Freedom was
. not-Just’ state-capitaliism but fHarxist-Humanism., In a word, 1t deived further
.- fnto what was new and developed it theoretica113 ‘to the point of- philosophy.
_It is high time for us to project that, just that,. Untii we do so, the _
elitistis wiil have it over us by sticking o the Party towering over ph11os-
" ophy because supposedly action is not within‘philosophy's. province which :
'thereby entit!es one. to “leﬁaership" over the masses..
" So, today, as we root purselves more, daeply in 21l the freedom movements. .
we.nead to be aver conscious of looking to masses in motion as Reason--as a. form of.
 theory, and look for the high points in each struggie. meeting them with theory to
_brino them .to a point of philosophy. -

To s.mnly focus our attention on ferm is to makn the same errors as Rosa o
Luxemburg who, despite her scnsitivity to the creativity of spontaneity, was able
to_ praise LaSalle over Harx on organization and stick with har own organization
“Which she had iabled a "stinking covpse.” To concretize the point ‘urther let us




turnito! hike s deveiopment in his: oroanizatinn report where he states. that the
question ‘is-not simpiy- centralization Vs, decentralization, In RLWL+K!M Raya'~
illuminates the greatress of the women 's Tiberation movement of foaay Tn its-.
initial cbaiiﬂnge to the: left And because”{t. came from within- the left it: went
. beyand. s.mpiy seeinq women's cppression as.an attribute of capitalism but: posed. how
. deep and ‘total an-uprooting is:needed.  Part’of the form of this challenge went to:
organization, whether that 'was: apartidarismo’ in: Pertugal, or: autonomy/decentraii-'
zation in the U.S5, But as the. bouk Shows, this was not just a guestion of-organ- -
izational form.  Raya argues that the demand for decentraiization Jnvolves two .
:,DiVOtai quastions of the day-- -

First, the totaiity and- depth of the neces=any uprooting of this
ﬁexpioitat1ve. sexist racist.socisty. ~Second; the duai” rhythm of!
?revaiution, not Jjust the'overthrow of. the old; but the.creation of

the new; not just:the reorganization:of the objective material: a
j‘fbundations but the: release of subjective. personal fresdom, - creativity
* " and“talents.. In a:word, thers moust be such appreciation of the movement
. from below, from practice, that'we never again. iet theory and practice B
'get separated._ That 15 tne cornerstone.-""

"But- tnken out of thlS philosophical context. the forn of decentraiization is mean-
dngless and in fact.can become a fetter on the very philoscphical principles that
-were at its origins.. In fact, at last year's convention, Lauri from the Bay Area

“ | Committee, taILed about how dﬁcentraiization had become twisted in the!anti-nuke

movement to mean that- everyone does what they want to do,:which hampered- the deve-
lopment of the movement. itself. ‘And it-is‘ this separation of philosophy and or-:
ganization that allows a.Sheila Rowbotham to reduce & women's liberation movement
as it raises those two pivotal questicns quoted: above, to an organizing {dea where
women’, rather then being seen ‘as revolutionary subjects are viewed as- the object -of
an effort to erganize them into the vanauard party. : AR .
Or Iet me take one. more: examnle. In ¥ neighborhood of P115en, there ex1sts
an’ aduiu eduction program called Irstituto del Progresso Latino which is based on
- -the. ideas’ of Paulo Freire.  Some of you know of Frefre's work, His teaching method
is to-utilize "facilitators" to° yet pecple- to talk about the problens’ they face:..
in their own"1lives and gse this as a basis for teaching literacy, history -and :-other
subjects. - The' fdea hes all the appearance of recognizing the students as subjects
. and Freire states:this in his-book. . He sees his pedagogy as-Tiberating in that:
. .the oppressed set: the terms for their liberation. At the school the students are-
.supposed to actually run the school. It is decentralization: par excellance,  Yet-
Freire's book sees- his ideas separatn theary from practice.. His theories ‘are an:
eclectic hodge-podge of Harx, Mao, Lenin, and Sartre to name a few, They are not _
grounded in a movement from practice. - The students- are subjects as :individuals -- o
but not as masses in motion., The organizational form of his schools is not grounded-
in philosophy but is instead a paralled deveiopment that raises. form:-decentrali-:
zation-in"ieolation from human development. The decentralized form separated from
philosphy Teaves it vulperable to Stalinists, who have infiltrated the school by
placing party paople 1n the role of faciiitators and pitting school administration
officials and students’ against each other for the sake of trying to take the school
over as a party organ.  Thus Freire's ddea .of the individual human subject is being
turned .into its opposite (if the entire schoot ‘doesn't go down: the tubes), The - .
diliema posed here reminds me of RD s observation abcut the women s Tiberation e
movement in RLHL*KH._‘ : . S

“Let us ra&ize that we are confronted with two seeninqiy upposite
facts--that the individuality of =ach woman 1iberaticnist is a
microcosm of the whole, and vet, that the movema2ni is nut asum '

'or SO many !ndivlduais but rasses “in motion, {p 83) S

It is Freire 5 fai]ure to see this which leads to an elevntion of furm over phiios-
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: ophy. and which:in: turn. 1eaves his - nmen-elitist.sschool .vulnerable to the. designs s
. of the-vanguardists.: Isn't-this-an-example of what: RD was talking about:when she’
- said that untiT we can:project philosophy as-tound For organization "the.elitists:

-will-have it al] ‘over us by sticking.to the .Party towering over philcsophy because

- supposedly - actian iz not:within philosophy's ‘province which thereby. entitles.aone. -
to *leadership! over.the masses.” But:this then raises the question which-is the
*'SLbJECt of: the uhird and finaI part of *hi' presentat.on.,i, SR v e

B

III HOU DO JE PRDJECT OUR PHILOSOPHY GF ORaAlI?ﬂTIOH

. r__uha. I have t6 say here {s just the barest: of beqinning of a dtscussion. ;1=:
. “must say that [ have often.felt:a lot-of discouragement on-this- question., The-

"-]separa ion of. phi]oscphy and ‘organization. is .not-just the: proyince of Stalinists

- but. virtua]]y al1-forms.of organization,: :In:our Central American work vwe.face. .
. coalitions formed on; the bagis of a ph?losophy that excludesimasses:as Reasop and
* this ‘appiies as. much-to-the Freedom organizations themselves:1ike 0SGua and Casa El
“Salvador as it does to.the-Stalinists.that.zre vying for.cornitrol of:all, coalitions.
Sut we have faced a similar-problem in.our work in the Anti-Huke Movement - this
year.. Lazalle lives in CANPL And in some- groups decentyal ization. has_benn_e}evated
to the status of a univarsal. - In Pilsen, the Stalinists move to take over or
‘wreck every: genuine. people'f novenent. And tﬁore work1nu on Agar must dea1 with
the meat cutters union... : . . L . :

i th1nk that the p]ace to start is wi*n News: and Lntters 1tse1f Our per-
spective of grounding organization in. philosophy -is a new moment- in. Harxist-Human-
-ism" {ri the same-sense that Harx's: "Critique of the Gotha: Program™ represented a:
new. moment in MHarx's Marxism.. jiike develops. this in his report when-he states that
the: January Y meeting and the Hational.Chairwoman’s Report “Summation as Hew . Be- .
“ginning” mavked the-first time in. 100 years-of-Marxism and 30 years of lMarxist-
“Humanism that we. became historically and.philosophically conscious:of "Cri tique of
“the Gotha Program" as ground for organization., And we were able to See this only
- with-the parspective.of all of Harx's work and 30 years of our own development .

. and,the,development"of_masses-in;motion as Reason :in the three books. -He points.out
-this. is-why.we are having & Constitutional Conventien:-and. this was: the ground for-
. -the Hational Tour. - And:so: we-must contingie- the- process of Summation as flew. Be-
.ginning right into our own convention so. that we .can better understand "How to-Begin
Anew?".- The new openings that our work. {described in. Part 1. of my presentation) - .
have given us are openings.both to challenge post-. Harx Marxists on the gquestion of
organization. and the:ground for a new kind of:member. Thus the emphasis. on our -
own 30 years of contributions are not just historical facts: but the kind of under-

'5_ standing of -how the movement. from practice as a.form of theory has.been met with -

a wmovement-from theory for 30 years:and with that- understandinq me .can. further“ ta

L dQVelop this critica] mnment An narx1st-Humanism.

: It 15 1mpnrtant to notp.in “this: reqard the point Raya make= about how :

) Narxism and Freedom vent beyond mere opposition to state capitalism to develop an
“original- category of the movement from practice as a form of. theory--delvina fur-
ther-into what is new and developing it theoretically to the point of philusophy,

. Yhat happened after the publication of [arxism and Freedom is equally imporcant,
.-There were a.series of pawphlets that developed The book even further: . Afro Asian

. Revglutions.in 19523 tlorkers #attle Automation, 1960; Freedom Riders Speak For . .. -
. Themselves,; 1961- the articles in Africa Today on the African Trip in 1962; Americ-
o oan Civitization On Trial 1963; The Free Speech Movement and the Hegro ngvu|u510"’

- ke Speak in iany Voices, Motes on UL 71969, The point 1is that not one of the three
books was ever: . cnmpTeted as. a book but continued to be devejoped through our own
activity as an organization.. That is why. it is so exciting that before the presses
have even cooled down from: the - publication of RLUL+KH, three pamphlets are heating
-that press up again: a now how Enpuubnd edition. oF KEGT & pamphlet on the 194950
iiners General Strike; a pamphiet on the L.H. and their relationship to today’s
. third worlid revolutlons, - Thus we _are proiecf\ng phiIosophy as groumn for organiza- .
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tion through the development of this new moment in Marxist-Humanism, The pamph-
Iets both shov: the. type of organization we are and reach out to’ ever new audiences.

.. Secondly, I want to return to the question of intervention. Uhat I believe .

-~ is crucial is to get beyond first negativity, and to avonid treating organizational:

- form as a fixed particdlar and criticizing movements from that perspective.. .Rather
we need to be-so deeply rooted in all Freedom activities that-we can pick.out what.

- 1s new--the high points--in the development of masses in motion as Reason.’. Even:if

‘that activity is rapidly being corrupted by party leaders to say nothing of . the -

~ capitalists, we whould set-our sights on what 15 new in the same way-that Marx. - -

- Tooked- at_ the Paris: Commune,  The Civil-Har in the U.S. and the struggle fcr:the 8. o
hr day.  Our-Central Amarican work'is a good {llustratfon,. ... . o . = iullednsns
.1t dees no good ‘whatsoever to criticize groups Tike: CISPES on their own: ground.
for should we fall into the trap of folding our work into that organizational . =
framework. . Yhat we can do is what Harx advised Bracke--to agree to unite on common
action while never bargaining over principles. At the same time we cannot be con-
tinuousiy criticizing what the freedom Tighters in Hicaragua, E1 Salvador,’ and Gua-
temala are doing in the heat of battle. tlhat we can do is to strive.to be so Firm-’
1y rootéd in-these movesents that we can listen te the voices from below and pick
out what is riew and meet that with theory. - \'ith that emphasis we don't fall into
the elitist trap of groups Iike the Sparts nar do we become tail ending.Third . -

“Horldists, - -But. {f we can grasp Harx's philesophy of revelution in permanence as -
our oround and kesp cur eyes and ears focused on massess in motion as-Reason, and
project that to those we work with, we ave. establishing a critical relaticnship.

to the -feeedom movements and projectino Harxist-Humanism., It was very instructive
to me to Took at the difference between what we excarpted from the transcript I
made of Domingo Iztoy's speech and compare it to what the Pacific Hews Service
excerpted from the same transcript. . In the latter case you would think that .
Guatemalans do- nothing but get killed) The fact that we as an organization were_

- able to produce the’pamphlet we did, provides us with a concrete projection of the’
integraiity of theory/practice; philosophy/revolution; philosaphy/organization.

.. Thirdly, Chicago is a real center of inteliectual activity--much.of . it pretty
.- bad, "The work of Hews & Letters during the past year in intervention at inteliec-
tual gatherings was an important way we prejected Marxist-Humanism. = The papers ;.
Terry and I'did at the Third lorld Conference and-the participation of most of the
Local 4n 19t 'sales and discussions at that conference was.an important forum for us,
Terry's work at the Women's Studies Conference with other J&L- women was Tikewise "
of {mportance.. ¥e might consider extending that perspective in the coming year and -
szstematicai]y-keeping track of such activity in our area and maintaining a presence’ |
. there, - S o e . R . : )

Finally, our participation-in the paper is an essential element~=both writing
-and distribution. e discussed this in tha paper report so I won't elaborate fur- -
ther except to say that we could each think 6f ways to expand-thap porticipation,

. In conclusion, working out this new moment in Harxist-Humanism involves hoth -
oui* own organizational development as News and Letters Committees and our work with -
those outside of Hew and Letters. lle should not separate the two. ‘Both the devel. .
opment ¢f our-30-years-as Harxict-Humanists and our specific work in the coming .
year with the Freedom movements.sve crucial to working out philosophy: as ground -
fgz organization, for revolution and for i1luminating. the question of what happens: |

“after. ' : : -
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Rep-zssicn _versus Fhi) osophic Ground for Orgenization :
(“ftar reading H?ge 's chépter on Third nttitude to Objec"tvityé
e : . ' -__--Duve, Britain

“YP 5335 !n the’ Jut" 12 RCB that 1t is only witf. the sﬂction in thn nzw book
on the 1980s view thut w2 put forward rhilosophy as ground for organization, Mike -
“mentions tha” roots of Mnrtist-Humanism in Tro:skyism and tha pxpprinncﬂ danmnstrating

-wh:t happﬂns when ph:losophy £nd crggnization j:2=1 8 saoarated. -

o In-Brirain today,.the state cf philosopby on the l'aft ‘is not good. Wherf- there.
:is niot a:woid, there is-ratrogrossion, E.P, Thompson, having hammered “ithusser and ;' |
the’ structura;i&ts ‘in his mammoth "Povorty of Theory", now seems to think' that:he’ can .
just . zo hack ta ﬂmpiriciem ~ reducing the anti.war mevemant te.e natien wlist,  proe

_-freezn strctzgy bosed on. new, Popular: Frontism, nyiﬂo that this scrntﬂgy follows from

© . the June plection rasult in which the anti Cruise/Triden: vote was said to - bﬂ in the

"majority dnspzta the Torv victory.- -

: - Structuralists of the 'Labour Party !eft and Euro—Fomnunism, reared on Althusser
and acadesmic’ PY1“1‘°g ‘now merely restate ‘the and of ideciogy of the 1950s rnd:

- Richerd Crosland’s warninn then about the workers lesing interest in 'the LP, Their
wain target. for attack now seems to be milltant trade unienists who aré branded as |
Peconomists™ | presumably bacauge of their disinterest in Popilar Frunt policics.

(See Barry “iﬂdéhs, Beatrix Campbell, 2t.al. in the New Statesman)
- . Since World War 11 the sctual existence of the Particulars that Trotsky made

“into Universals has ‘sent’ the Trotskyists reeling in’ myriad splits. The doetrine of
"Sovint-Defencism“ ‘eonfronts anti-war activists who oppose both NATO . £nd the Warsaw

“Pact. The belicf in the LP as "the organization of the working class" and years of
nusbing “entry work" -has rzsulted in'two ‘members of the Trotskyist’ "Militant Tendency™
getting elected to. “arliamerc havxng taken ovar the Labour, quc} organization in: :
twe safe seats, ! Lhey have.- manaoed tc do:-so thhout having ‘to explain tao the voters
just bow they di fer frcm Foot and Kinnock’ other than by degrees of’ Left-ness.

" "The’ trilnendlng of narrow: nationalism led Ernest’ Mandel 's British supparters
.. to support the  rgentine junta in the Scuth Atlantic war. "Force: the Lefts'to £ighs"
':;heina the eternal ery. of this group, even their pun concepL of ‘an’ 1nd¢pendent Trot-

_skyist party: becomes Just fs much an abs*ract universal to them asg socialism itself,

~which is always reduced to the nationallsed economy, hence the endless tallending.
of bureaucrats and edrser politicians. Hegel complained of "shapeless’ repetition of -

‘one and the. same idesa which is. applied in an external fashion to diferenu nnterial
_the wearisome veiterntion of it keeping up thz scublance of d!versi:y“ - -

‘i We know that near the end of his. life, Hegel, having witnesscd the first’ n“Dit-.

.alist cricis of 1825-- a ryegressive d*mension in the progress & industriatlsm-« ax-
tended the section in the. Encyclopedis on Jacobi. Having deolt with Faith (pre~Ra-

“tionzlisw) and going to Dizlectics and the "Speculative Philosophy", he added’a’

© Third ittitude -- . re ression to Feith and "the Beautiful Soul', Such philosophers.

-'Hcinrich Heine must have had in mind when he complained of a new age in which?

T Mgur - phtlosoohﬂrq no longar eriticize the ultimate grounds of knowiedge and-
being; they no longer sefr in the realm of abstraction. They hawve sought
instzad, for grounds on which to jusnify thnn which exists. Thﬂy have become
_ apologlsts for that which is,* .

Heine compared chem with the Jesuits, though he called them’ "dwarf-l*ke" by campar-

;son.

% In the 1980s defendl 2 a starus quo 1s pragnpnism s response to 1ts own ‘premise

“-- "does it work?" This has nothing to do with the knnwledge of realicy. Lenin notas

“in the Logict -

fithe trick of Cogn{tion, which onc-sidedly takes up the data of . experience
»+. 8nd does away with refutation from experience by proposing ;and taking
as velid experience not in fts concrete totality but as exsmple and only
in that direction which i{s serviceable to the hypothcses and the theory,
Conereto experience thus being: subordina:ud to. the proesupposed determing-
“'tionsd H (Besidé vwhich Lenin wrote ¥remarkobly correct and profound®.7 |

.:.The "Does .1t work" philosophy. of Ge erry Healy's Workers Revolutjonary Party ane

. BWETrS with a resounding yex" to. any aueqt!onln" of their nlllance. ves alliance,
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viti'Coi, Cadafi, after all, he 15 sufficizatly "ant f=imperislise” in opposing the -
intorosts.of Britain/France/US:-in-th2 Mid-Ezat and slso to balieve that the WRP are
“sufficiently ’‘capable of - ‘eausing problems for the British government at home (as well
as giving’ hlnma~good -press, to ‘be worth: investing in.: Libya' hag ' invested-literally
Cwmiilions”in:the 'WRP's ki tech ‘printing plent,.The: WRP ‘are now able-te ‘print-a’ ‘da1ly
nevspaper in:colour. and among- the other publlcatzona they -have 1:sunched, the- weekly:
Labour -Hexald, - which is aupposedly the volce of Left LI politicieng who sufficlencly
_8gree’with the-WRP's snalysia- of Br&tiﬂh capitaiism as being. tha closest to_colls pse
owing to:lts:dependencé on.the’ banké‘-overseas investments which ‘are threatened by -
Third World bankruptcies. As the' expulqion of “Trotskylsts. gets going.in.the Labour
- Papbyherry: Healy. will zet what he wants--publicity,.a factlen £ight, ‘and hopefully:
RS - dai';,nﬂuapaper “Ig will-no. doubt “ha: ‘called.Daily Harald--awhich was ¢ al wor«ers'
1-pﬂper in. the.lezoa. cuch ‘is. the power of TImagination, ... . ) : s
) Cerry Healy, uho tries-to ‘recongila’ "Fmplrio»Criticism" witn »hu—Ph& -scphic*1
: Notegooks, hag.1a. phllosophy which, -in’ the words’ of: Hegel-attacking: Jacobi, "abandons
itself ro-.wild vagaries of imagination and assertion, to a moral’ ‘prigishness a2nd .
snntimantnl ‘arrogance, or to a rnckless dopmatism and: lugt ofargument which is
loudest ageinst philosophy™. The WRPis pthee philospper, CL1£€° Sl”ugh:ar/cyril Smith
whose “polemical philosophy" has been aimed Bt RD in his "Lenin- on,Dislectics?, ma .-
a hopeless atteémpt to dany the bresk in Ledints. thought in 1914, which could only :
"heve been written on the agsumption that no loyal ruader would check out Raya's ori-
giral text (or Lenin's). His latest venture is pubiishing Marx's Mathemstical Noto
books of 1881 with 'an inrroduction in which he cla ims that these notes "prove” the
AfFinity of Marx snd Engels. Accidont ¢r not, this is "phileogophic® Trotskyismls.
response to the Ethnological Notebooks of the same period, rather than deal with the -
avkward questions we will be raising.for them.*

. -The Socialist Workers Perty (Tony Cl1£f) hrs welcomed on board the an*i-humanlsm '
of the Jithusser school with #lex Callinicos aspiring to the mentle of Farty Philos=-
opher.  Once again Lenin could teel them of anpther shortcoming, besides not under-
stonding dialectics, (see MCIGC), that they share with Bukharin-eclecticism. Thosa.
‘old I.S.%ers: e.g. Paul Foot, who have always regarded Marxism as Humenism arz not
happy about this. In thelr ounter-attcks (see recent International Socialisms) they
never got beyond Lukacs, the. defender of Concrete Totality against the abstractions
of the' emplriciscs. &nd fail ¢o recognize that Marx didnft reject Apsolutes; he just..:
wanted them unseparated frem real living human beings and saw them as new beginnings.-

‘Our debare on Coustitution and Perspectives and our political work .in London, .
along with an earlier trip to Glnsgcw for a discussion with Herry MeShone, has made &
1983 & -year of subjective deepening of Marxist-Humanism in the face of degenerute ’

- capitalism approaching 1984. Orwell's vision of . state-capitalist totalitarian
Britain indeed maintains 1ts grip to this day, notwithstanding his underestimstion
of thelr technology. ~nd the Mproles® Zre not thos2 passive victims whom he hoped
would somehow lnherit the earth, In 1983 workers are resisting the ruination of the
northern industrial base and the closure and privatisations in the public sector;
the Black youth suffering 80 percent unemployment in some areas are fighting state
harassment; and women have organized ageinst war prepsratinn rather :han stay in
the home where Thatcher says they belong. .
) GROUND-~ Starting with Che break with Trotskylsm on state-cnpitaliqm, then the
rejection of the centralized party to lead in favour of decentrallzed committees, it
seems we ara at o new stage-- especially with Marx's entire works now avoilable for.
study and Rayals Trilogy, which enables us still working for permanent revolution
a hundrad yesars aftﬂv Merx'ﬂ death - "o hesr Morx thinking", - e

- -

Loz % An analysls of che Mathematical Na:ebooks uill hava to be done elsewhere nnd cer-

tainly not by me wvho has difficulty enough undarsennding the [ollowing, by G. Haealy, &
presumably an acttempt to updote the pre-1914 Lenint “The diatectical materialist :
method of cognition is able to study the movement "and change of both the micro and
macre Worlds as well as the mega~measurements of the energy changes in space...if
ve. consider the diulectlcal relations between the revolutimn ry party as the micro

. -and. 'tha marres naa the. macre, i% is pamssihie to analvse the.problems of the party!. T

_\as a reflection of the preoblems of the maﬂses." (The Third Attitude ss both Party
nnd Had Scientlsc ) : 7858




'I‘he Black movemem: in: Britain hag “no: great dlsdéin t‘or p‘nilcsop‘hy_‘as shorwn b)’
the warm" reception: accorded Frantz Fanon, Soweto‘and:4merican Black -Thought:: -Fanaor .
55 widely read:oand: many ‘Black:intellectuals:have been influencaed: by CLRJI's LR

-Trochyism‘(and its ph:ioqcphic 'ncthod), "Nor.es cm Dialectics" ~Jamesism.'r

_l\nd choorv cem't be . ¥
The" philosaphic grnund fox: organizatinn makes us unique as’a poli&bﬂl ,::endenc
The" tbi"zg tsichat ‘any-séfious revolutidnary:vho;: unlike tha ‘Trotskyists,has;broken
with all the rul 1ng ‘factions of ‘society; who can see’ the néad for. ‘philosophy rather

“then justidconomics or just pelitiés as’ ngU'ld £fox” organizatlon ‘should ‘be:ableé to.
seriou 1y co'wider co‘\sidﬂr working'with us working our: se]f davelopment: in -and;
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; revolut.iona.r}' philosophers frend Lenin, iegel, Narx —_— cn the-dialectic,-and on

"..our revoh.tionary age'and w’ha.u 'I‘o Do. Objecttvely, we ere begixm!.ng the era_‘ £

: t-.hi.: hreakt.hrough on the Ab oluLe_:f:de'a,:-x‘equired,=a hreak?cuf; frdﬁi
_ '_ the rest.ri.cttve co'u:ex:: t.hat James and Lea wi'-:hed t0. ‘pat the. philosophic dis— & :-
- cussion tha.t was occurring within the Johnson—rorest ;endency.a— 'For them, there
wasa rush, now that the vangua.rd p.-.rty to lead had be_.n rejected, to disc:ern*
'fhat: ‘foxi' cf or a:‘.izat;.on ‘should be undev-taken. . "How can’ Hegel's dialectic y:leld.'.
“"_u-' ‘the Dialecti.c of the Partv?" michﬁ be: ..he way- o most*succinctly put 1ts - Dun-' ‘
: SYGVSPa"a. in-her Let:texs on: the Absolute. Idea, rejects this- framework wh:lch
Jomes and Lee wish to. impcse ‘on the dialectic. She: do..s it not a priari, but hY
t).acing througn ‘that dialectic-of: Absolute Tdea to showwhiers 1t leadss- not to
'the party, but to the Self-a‘hinking Ideay .Or ‘as Raya ends-the letter of May 20,;
-*‘?e‘have entered: tha new: society - T e et

mda},‘we aro s..i.x.l working out what To Do.' But after 30 yea.rs of la.bor,
:_' &;'é are- returning not .,o r.he d:.alecttcs ‘of the Paxty," but to the dialectics of
-organization. It is no mere shift in phra.seology. It has "ake.n thesa threc v

'II. nbsolute Idea. as ‘\Tew Ben:l.nninq - ’l‘he rf’ovement from Practic's that is Itself a
'_Form ‘of' 'I‘heog S o e e St
. 'Phis saminal fom o: l\bsoluta Idea. as New Beginnlng was what Dunayevskaya _
f:lrst worked’ outs’ It d:.d -xot: cuma ..u]J. blown in. 1953 whnu ghe wrote the' TM-'-ers.

: Rathe..,"__tha.t. sets her upon a jauxney wor!dng out th:ls breakthrough. Thus the

. cat amr‘as ‘of- .m_rx 5 humcmism and I-iaradst—numanism '.:era nor. presem: in 1953.. Iﬁ'
is true that: bafora thn Absolute Idaa latters, t:ha TJ-F tendency ha.d written a
"great: deal on Mazx, 1nc1uding on his humanisc essays. Sea expecially RD s Labor -

' and Societ:y. 1943, and tha 3-wa.y correspondence, 1949-50, as well as t.he early
'drafts of what would become M&E‘. sut: it was cnly four yenrs aftar t:he 1953 Letters
't:nan: 'ne caneqo:y of- I:n.l.x & ‘mman..m .;.'.a:g.q... i:'.' _.'_-_g_.";‘f'_, and we “then in" to think

of ourselves as r-mrxist—Huma.ni « Tjagn' t 11: only 1:1 the process 1ooking at




Marx a"ter the 53 Letters the.t wr- saw t-.."lia ca egory emerge? f‘ie. ixave often ‘S?OK'E“-"‘ ’
of loo‘king at Hegei through the eyes of ha.rx. This certainiy ib crucial whe'x it

is not: vulgarized hy those who wi..;h to disregard He:gel and “say Hars’ turned him
upsida dcwn. . Axtera..l ‘the’ magnificent Econcmic-?hilosophic Manuscrip

v

Marx' ‘s’ "Critique of the hegelian Dialectic. ' But at the same"time one of the :

hi.msalf d'hi., only- fn].ly becomes'worked out
Hegel's works :and the.n in: c‘:apter I ‘of- P&R. u!e will ta_.k a.bout. th:ls shortly. - )
T wa.nt to trace scmething differenti Mot alona Hegel through }iarx; &nd Hege.l iﬂ s
a.nd :for himself, buf hone we as Mar:d.s"-—Humanists woxked out-a. fulier and- deeper
relatlonship to Marx From. M&F thrcugh P&R to RIWLKK by. 2 deeper working out of :
Hegel's nbaolutes.’ It has. ‘been Hsgel' absolutes that has helped ©o g;lve us new’’
eyes with which'® to see harx, as, much as: it h& hean today's objective-suojective'f
avents® t'uat make us TeLurs’ to &xm. . The unfoldment of. absolute Idea as New
Bnginnirg ha.. meant . a develnpment ef how we view Marx, 1357, '73, 83. S
I ‘was our: post Horld War IT pe.riod which’ allowad the movement: i‘rnm practice
that is 4tself'a from:of theory to be made into :an explicit category. But: it was
m:t a catemry restricted to oux a.ga. Rather, it was the.vantage point of our... -
age which ailcwm Raya_to. rer-z:e.zta the 'v:nplt ..i..t'“ﬂ' of- 1~he aga of revo}.utio 3 -
indust.rial, social-political, intellect:ua_.\ - as beginning with a movement from

4 L

practice to theoxy. Mand..f-:m and Freedom uas cast pY eﬂisely in this' manner. o Each

revoluticnary novement was showﬁ to he an unfolding of new ma.ss activi ..ie..:. _ﬂew

mass fnms of orca.nization, & new upsurge of thought from below.‘ Just go through
M&F and; trace. all the magnificent forms: of action, organizat{on, struggle, thought,_
that are bxcught fort:hz . B - -

= Al oy
the Parisian masses meeting. in permanent session in the va.rious ne.ighhor-
- hoeds in 1789; the discover_,r of democracy in the’ masSes method ‘of actiong ] :
.. the continuous revolts of the workers in the 1820s, 30s, Luddite riots, trade
‘unions, £inn11y ‘the Selesian weivers that’ inspired Marxy 1848,° the revolu-
tionary workers' clubs, the June barracades in Paris; the 1850-60s, nboli—- e
. tlenism, underground railway, Black regiments. in the, civil Har, 8 hour . -
leagues, "Pirst International; 1871 Faris Commune, Commmine workships, ‘Commis—
sion of Lebor and Exchange, Soclaty' for the Defanse of Paris and-Aid:to. the '
‘ Woundedj tha forms of workers' association that Marx points out in Cagital .
and that kays calls atte.ntion toi uhemployed army ‘as army of revolt, -
. chapter on working day and workers snlf-orgam.zation, section.on. Qttife
hatween wor. ters ang Machinerys

e e R 3.

. I need not continue with more in the 19th century that are pointed to in
_ MEE,. nor in the ZOth Cantury. . \lor to show how all these forms from helow are .
cont:asted to a.ll tha petit-bourgeois :corma Erom onudhon, to )..assang, to Bakunin.
Mter such a recaz;ting of a full two cem-urdes of revolutionary history, wa
hnve a.s wall the mov&nent ~lobally in the 19605, and tne very, very new v.untage ;
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point that wa. as Ha.rxi..t-ﬁumam.sts have :on: v:.ew:.nq iz wi.th Il&F i.n hano. B
: tzac_ng OF: all our pa:rphletr from Yorkers:Battie Aatomation, z"‘reedom Rid-ex.‘,_ and

the Frée-Speach I;ovement to haryland E‘reoacm Union- and hot:es on. women Ps Liberatisn

) ",‘will show how we - practlce this new v:mtage pcint; BF- s-:eel.al importa.nce ara
nmerican Civilization on 'I‘:.:lal and .»Iat‘lonelism, Comnunisn !-erxi -Huma.nif*n and

" the- Afro-nsian Revolutions.: 'These pamphlets, especially the lattex:, are ones
o which anticipate the next mcment of Absolute Idea ‘a8 New Beginning. :

;s Ahsolut.e Idea ge 'veu Bea:.nning- "'I‘he Fovement from Theory ‘which’ st.rives boch
- to !‘eet the Movement from Praci.ice ancl £o" Reach the Fullness of: Philosonhx

’ We ‘dcnotiin’ any ‘Sense wi.sh to stagi.ﬁy oF ccmpartimentalize Absolute I&ea as
New seainning." I is afte.mll th 5 anhained Dia.l.ectic..- ‘Iowever, icis: c.ruci.al

'_ to see that r.bsolute Idea 5 New Becinninq is ‘not’ hom :l.n one ‘moment . SIE itself
has’ undergcne these pest ‘30 years nf relf—-deve'i.opment, mlfolmert- for it itselsg’ !
is in” tho ab.,olute movement of beccmming, is the self—th.i.nking idea. 'I‘hus, certain .
dmens_inns-of hbsolute Idea' a.-: ‘New Begimung beoome nore en:plicit at- d:.ffe::ert" .
moment.s. 1f the' movmient from pxacti.ce ‘o’ theo:y is ‘what gave: birth £o our ~.' .
com].ttee .‘.‘om and o our newspaper, it was never done’ out.side of theory meeﬂng

" that’ movemeqt frcam practice. IL ‘was always’ implicit withi.n E.&F, _and indeeﬂ

in i‘.h«’:" npters on’ Hack and ue.nin, was expa.ic...t eé '-'..-:511. o

w- are pos hg .L j.n IEF, then what is your role as _revolutionaries w.!.th reqarrl .
‘to that n:wement? _"‘he internaticﬂal t:.r.n.ps wcre undertaken by RD in the -s xties
both to see t:hat move:nent from practi.ce in africa, :l.n Asia, and to see what co
thinkers would undertake the revolut'.iona:cy journey ‘to theory as part of nbsolv..te
Idea. as New Beginning with us. But :l.n the_ end, thé ft.rthcr unfold:l.ng as t.hﬂoretc

’ response beoomes ouzﬁalone in. P&R. ' But what became clear in .the prac_ress_of loo!d.ng
£or cothinkers, nmi _aven more in the decade since P&n s publicat:io 1 ié the c'hml
role of thecry._ In fach, it—. was t:he ina.biiity to f.ully gfasp this dual role, ’

: \-'m.cn st:o;:pod tne yox.ng revolutionm.y auteitem:uuls we mex. in that pmicd, a.-.d ;-'...-:

hm'] 1n fact been born under t.he *mpa.ct cf that movement. frcm practi.ca, and
'assoicated themselvos Very much ‘with 11:. from - ta}:inq the full journey to baéo:r.
'cothinlcers wlth us. -Jhm: P 5hows most explicl.tly is the 1ntextwining of this :
duul role of thoe: . It: is t:o mﬂet t:he mvemem: from pxactice to t:heory with '
= revalutionary t:ho.ary, but.-. it ls a3g well t.!mt theory must it.se].f be rooted

in and .‘trive towa.rds revolutionary p"axlosophy
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: ,did' want to unit‘ié 'wu-.h A, move:nent i‘rcm prsctice; but r.hey hlways’m.isundsrstood

. ..IWhat 1 represented. Trotsky and s theory of_ permanent revolution"‘was-

a subjact of revolutiam *-'m with'his' ‘poor ‘and- blank“ peasants wag- xooted not

in Hegelian mntvadict:ion :I.e*- .alane abso].ute, but in his own prima.ry and .aecon-

'5811' contradi.ctions;"sa'tr' s "practico-inert" bééé;ﬁ;e the ...ai:e ory of hi.. !

-sive-negressive method, In tmth, you, cam:ot gl:aSp the moveme_nt from practi.‘.e

' :to theorv B8 8 forn of theory without 'voursel.t‘ beifg:rooted in revolution?-ry

) philosophy. A:Eterall,, wasn 3 uhaL conceot J-tsmf born . from. RD s labox. thxaugh .
'-_Hegel's Absolutes? JAnd. withoat arasp.i.ng that:. wvhat ‘can your resnonse be hut an
._m:temal, non-dialectical, 1mposition. 1t is for this reason that all under--

. _'Standim; of. b‘w moveme.nt f::c:n pzacL‘Lce -85 A £m:m of theory and’ therefore your

responsa as a, rnvolutianaxv tc it, res'-' on grasping lagel ‘s Absolutes as New

i Begizmj.ng.. ,as ‘thay axe presanted, in ?a:t Ty, e..epeciallj chapter I of P&'%.

It. is. cl'apter X of ;P wag,!.ncr t‘.s “!-a gr'mnd for how, we now view hOth
b—¢ar--and ;..e.nin. 'Ie have amphasized how fj.rst Harx and then Lenin felt ccmpelled
to grapple with the Peg ian ﬂialectic a.t certain objecti.ve moments. . Ca.n we
i not. also say that what n part :|: of "'fhy Heqal h‘hy Now? represents ‘en’
'one 1evel 15 how t.he I{egelia.n dialect!.c m Lum, through tha labor of Maxxlst—

E’.’uma.nism grai;ples wieh iIazx and Lenin? one can see this in how pazt 1 of P&R _

has moved fzcm Ma.rxism and Freedcm-s ﬂ;‘a/.d.m as. "he Unity of Theory and Pract.‘l.ce

‘o b.ar:d.sm as a New tont.inent of Thought, am} how the view’ of Lenin expands from _ -

Lenin a.nd the D:Lalectic: “n k'ind :I.n m:.ti.on to I‘he Philosophic Ar:bivalence of T
in, It :Ls not-. a question of a change of ot po.,it:...on frm HEF to PR on

- ‘lurx ‘and Lenin, tta her 1t 15 an e_xpanainq and deepening of our: vision of them
under the imi;a;tt nf Fow harxist—nmnanicsm :Ln unfoﬁng Absolute Idea as. Wew ’
wBegﬂ'ling from the 19505 and 605 into the 708, Didn t tru.s g.wu us, for ir.sta.nc y
.':a-..-_eg- th vhj.ch tn 1ook at Lanf.n a.nr.] the Party? nnd in lookinc at Hegel 1:1
ancé Eor l.:l.mself, 1t i.; 1mpo~'tant to sea that Absolute Idea as .mw Beginning itself
Jonly bncamas axticula*ed i.n that langquage with chapter 1 of P&R "nbsolute Nega-

t!.veity as Naw aaginnirg It was not mcp...essed in su.ch a manner in. the 5 letta—s

T

. e sl i ";i.:

or in _i'_‘:f;. .

er.h Ps*t wa’ a.a Max:xist—numanlsts anst erca the challenge of creati.ng zevolu-
.uona.ry thebry' thaL huu been th:awn out in m.F‘. 2ut in turn th:Ls meunt: a new '
challenge "e;-mu further unfoldmnnt: oE M:solute Idaa as New Beginn..ng. how that ve

'hud plnpointcd thn new of our agr- as the explicitness of the movement f:om practice

T R et




_' -ment fro _theor_v rooted in .aa.'fd strj.v* ng to. become the fullness lof philosophy, .
) tben and only then ¢ b ]

.:Iow to corcretize abs lute Idea a.s New Beginni g

Organization f.or b!muét—ﬂmua.msn:l.

LT B Y

'zat:l.on for almost h:l.rty years.--) So ve- are ‘ot at a.d without a revolutionary

) begi-nninuq In faot the new. pamphlot to be on; the_ 1949-50 _Miners __f‘eneral Strike
w:!.ll :show how Mm:!.st-‘!umam.st tendency practlced even before SwWe. were a. hand.St-
'-hnnanist organi z.ation.‘ .‘!.hat is the distmguishing Pmerk in thep'e_d.od we a.re nm_r ' _'
'm.thiq, the 19805, s not that we are first discovering or ‘becoming: a: MaImSt- o
Humanist organiration. Rnthe... it is that with the working out: ‘of _%mﬂ&rg

Homen®s Liheratlon and Marx s Phi losophx o Revolution, and with very spec:!.‘ic-

ally Marx’- gro.m& for oxgam.zatlon as unsepa.rateo from. revolut:!.on in permanence,
- We.are now mdking explicit, not glone.that’ there can be ne, revolution without
,a philosophy of revo ut:l.on, but that there cannot be revolutionary organi"at.ion )

w:!.thout the deep persn.stance of oh.i.losophy within it. ) o

R 't‘hink where we h.;ve travelec-. to con-e to this revolutionary moment. . We have:
rejeotea a.ny ooroept of 'l'rotsky 5 oermanent :evolutio-: as a ld.nd ‘of cont:l.nuator
of Marx s revolution in permanence. e have separated ‘ourselves” sharply from .

‘ Len.in s failure to have the deep persistance of ph..losophy wlthin his organization

© ‘even a.u we grasP and absorb his revolutionary encounter on transfomat:l.on into

- _'opposlte from Hagel's r'!ialeotic.__ n'e have embraced Luxembuxg's a.ppreolation of o
the spontan..ety of the masses and her posing the question of revolut.i.onarv de.mocra—'--

o cy after: the revolution, but find no aid in’ her refusal tc orea.t:e a new organi-
,zutional :om 1'1 her dey, hexr refusal’ to hava dieleot:lcs be more than a tool .

ageinst others s not: a pathway £or her ouwn revolutionary self-devolopment. We h-—wa.

dF“d.C-d I.a...n—a..ngels as one on attituda te mAn-woman, £o ravolutions in non-cnp.tal-'

Jist lanos, to the fullnoss of Marx's concept of 2 philoscvphy of rovolution.- .

-BL.t most :I.v-:portant we have trave!ltho full length end breath of Harx® s new con- .
t.inent of thought 1841-1883, and have now mc_plicitly brought for‘:.h l-la:x an. ph:l.l-
osopher of revolution in permanenca oreating ‘new ground for orxganization. Thig
"’concopt, & central one in the new Look, in turn had its roots very mach in chapter
I of P&R. In RIYLXM we have spcken about how partes T and II in the.:.r separate .
wajs helped compe... part III.' This is ne doubt true. But vhat is equally trua is
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'.Fax:x .’m the 1980.5. E‘or isn”t “karx"'_-revolution :Ln Eei:manence '

ey P b m ok e

Abso‘utel Negativ*ty as. New Beginning, 'a's characterizing S:he life-mork
i of Fa.rx‘i We are not hére spea'l‘d.ng' Of Marx ‘as thaoris't:' of pexmanent iévolution

thmxgh 'i:hat, especially th.ougn hif 1250 Ad&ress' to the Ccuanun.tst ueague,

TG LA N 8 : KRBT AN

Tusta.sd when ve. speak of a ph_lozsopher cf permanent: xevolution we are

"‘-nmmsiﬂg how Marxist—?mnism imrs B41-
1::ok:!.ng aE new fora:sr ‘of production" nﬁw subjecta of” revoiution,

ey

to summarize as 3 new’ heg'imung Kow we‘view

{z hope to cont.inue this que.:tion in tems of revoiui-'innary organization and
our particip =ion: in .at:_n 'Km@rn.umr'ﬂe"mlhfx ons at. the Ccmvention) e




" GUR PARTICIPATION TN THE 1945/680 STRIKE
(Raymond, Los,hngelea}' }»w’ -

ot

at hlg¥p01nts T have Wi nesspd ‘i’ the - rpvolutlonary move—"
The mlners;genera1 stri?e cama i1 resPQnSe to the introd

n
ten’ tﬁa strongest man wculd b put ‘on”’ the machlne ]
vorltism was ubed by thn forenan 1n chocslng who would 'un it

. When the contlnuous m;ner came in. it" changed the node of pro—fé
duction ‘within the mines: fox every continuous mzning mach:ne about
18 minexs bBecama unemployed. T’ wEs an unsafe and. denqerous mschine,'
2. man k;lTer. That's =what the workers ‘called ik, The workers ‘wanted’
"to ?eep off ‘that machine,” 80’ they struck for senior1ty rights..whlch
miners dld not'have at that tlme.- :

The str:ke 1asted’ several months and” 1nvolved about 100 000 ‘min-
ers, all through northern “est Virginia. Tt was:.a ‘neswr ‘stage ‘hecausge-
‘the strike was not  sanctioned by the union lﬁadership.. John L. Lewis
0pposed *he strzke, calling *he contxnuous ‘miher “progress“ no - mat. .
tex how many ‘workexrs it consumed This ‘is the attltude of all unxon '
bureaucrats.*befcre wnd after 1949, to con51der any kind of automa—-
tion =s "progress evan when 1t kil’s you. There are a number of
unlon iorala who - voted in favor of ‘the stri¥e. ' In ‘one of those ‘To—.

- call Johnson-Forest neonle were activa, T believe’ ‘Andy vas’ 1ts locul
Cimak e ‘also flgured in the strike was “the’ Taft-Hartley antl—
'vhich had been’ passed not ‘long. before. - The mxners were
ch311enging the machine, the union. the govornment. i ’

“le had an organ-dation down thare at the “time, which played ‘a.

part in the strike, "All of us had bean active in the mines ‘for gome

period of time: T, had' been Tirad ‘and blacklisteﬁ not long after get-
tinq in (this was hefore the strike) e were EARS veteranb. col]ege
_stLdents,'wno went to “est V1rginia knowjng that the miners. were ‘the "
most revolutxon¢ry sector of “the American workars. The miners went
out ‘on strike in 1943, riqht "in’ the miﬁd?e of tHe wair, ‘and we k naw
~that. * So we went to "fest Virginia hecause we wanted to have a min-
ers' ‘volce within the Aﬁerlcan Revolution. All of us had qrown up”

in the. ﬁenr0551on ‘and went “through. rhe war,’ ana we' diﬂn'* sed capi- |
ta]iam giving us anythtng except more depression and ‘war. o, fixrst
"ag o tendency within thé orkers Party,; a2nd latexr as one’ “within ‘the )
cocialisu“ﬁorkers Parry. we_.vent to-do work 'in mining ‘country. After
being Blacklisted mvsa1f and some others re-pnlisred in school at the
‘Uuiversitv of ‘c"t "i*gxnia at Herﬂantnwn.




S : MHhen, the s*;ike bro e out there were several Johnaon-?crest nem—_:
bers wor?ing in the mlnes in adstlon to those of.us on the campus._qﬁﬂu

sald to, he11 w;th that, we aren't going to 1et that etop‘us from;““
striklng agalnst the contznuous niner.#, So.as the strike nrogressea o
‘there was. hqngar and. sturvat:on in Ffeotts Run. “rte had-a locat organ—-:
i°aticr=and a ﬁatﬁonal crgani ation and we used it to help the ‘minexe. -

' ‘e y “From p*ace to place ask;ng for sup-—
port and asais*ance frcm cthcr workers.”_we had contacts in DeLrozt‘
Johnny Zupan and charles Denbv in part;cular,.and wa' gave thatr ad—.
dress to two miners who then made a trip to Detromt. e a1so c31196
them in Detrolt tp set. up some work for the mlrers.1 In the UAY thPre
.wWas conslderable sympathv uith the str:ke, Slnca % -1o) manv workers o '
Detroit originallv come, from m:n:ng countrv

- The result was that Vupan and Denhy wer# active; and fhexr work
resulteﬂ in uaw Local ‘aog spearheadxng a c1tv-wnde drlve and got 7
trailer trucks Ffull of food and‘clothlng ‘for the striking miners.

... It gave: us a, veal. litt to aee haw‘much 8. small group: of radicals

. .could achieve-‘ : S

cn i .at the sama tlwe wa. had our gvoup at thp univers;ty. .ﬂ' _
.. have written Thundreds. of Tettera to everv 1abor organlzation in’ the
Eastern and Hid-?est Unlted ﬂtates trvlng to ge* thei* support for
the strike.* e got pome responaes and, co11ected .Fome monev this way.
Then w&"cot the JAdea [to pickpt a. basketball game at the campus, the -
,g‘most important baakabha11 gane of the vear,  Thig wasn® t suﬂh a com—,ﬁ
1 mon. thing to_do at. the time since Lhe Tast - Vlrginia Unlversitv wes  ;
run by . the mine operators.“.Thev vers on Lts Board of Trusteea, thev
ran tha p?ace. At that tims tha school WES mast1y unper class or,

. <o we set up thls n¢cke* Jine at the basketball game in order
to col1ect mneney and inform studants of the Btrike ‘This was our
-wWay of breaking fown’ the division botween mental and manual_ hetween
‘hardhats' and stuﬂenta. -Now at. this', time those of us 'in the Johnson="
' Forest Tendency on. campug were very few,‘so we approached the. Workers_,“
Paxty on campus., and agkerd for them to join in our picket 1ine.J They
"huﬁ,,thui‘_,ﬂw"' 1.;3;-‘!;,;1-5 fr:z'.:c""‘ ey ‘l-wuuun" nan. !-'ha ggmpl_!g; f‘hn‘lluh T O
> don't .think. -they, had anvona in.“he minas._ You never heard So. many
3_9xcusas as. to ,why thay ‘couldn't jein us on the: picket line-—though in.
_tha. and they cama by and joined it. ™e kapt the. pickat up all- through
tha gama. . and collected quite n bit .of money. . When it was over, we
aid to'tha *R, @inca, you 3uys.a:a din-the majo*tty here, we'll glve'
you the horor of delivering the money to . the miners at ! cott's TMun.
Rut . theay vafuged to do-it; nothing could ma%s them go to tha fcotkm-
Run working class area. So we had ons of our own neople in the J-FT
go down and give it to the miners. o

.'frzégf;?ﬁ°




ThP other radxcaT resno1deﬂ o the: strike in the same_"maybe

I subnort you;. maybe T doﬁ‘ vﬁy. The SH0 tcc? the. pOBlthn that
'John XL an;s was & “g:eat 1abor léaﬁer" Thqy pr1nted ‘that in .-
“mhe Hllttant rzght at the height of the strike._ The: IFT was: ”ithi“

© ths: &P -at- the tima, ‘Luk e woulun'“ dlstrlbute rr‘he ﬁilggggg When_“,
-that came out.. We said, ~hell, the miners, ‘are going. out on. strixe R

- agajnst, John. L._Lewxs ‘and. the; £iip an we 5hou1d : im'a great

- Labor.. 1eader.,;¢he ﬁ11ke what we in the

[‘iest vmralnla, not fromﬁthe starr Thev called us "adVentur : -
you. alwayz=heard accusatlons of "sma11 mass partviqm belng‘thrown zt
:us-b The £92 had-a Tri-state. recting up in Youngstown where some; na—
tiopnal. renresentatlveB' including Horry. Hravevman\ tried to. talk'us
_cut of .supporting the. str;ke.nlﬂe said to, ourselves, if ‘the 7P wankts -
"to force. us. to, stop sdpportlng the miners,  we'll 1ssu a bu1let1n
“and .split from them on the, spoL. _All through the stxxke they ‘con= .
tlnued to put . out’ material saying how great John L. Lewis wah, when
_we opposeﬂ evervfhing he stnod tor.~ _ e

I aon‘t balleve the e ever cama out ‘as s:rong for Lewls, -9ugh
they certainly didn't 1ike wh?t we ware doing either.p They, had to'
be -pushed -to do. anything about the strike; and thev didn‘t recngi?e _
~.what' it .reprezented, nev“qerp' o*e interested in’ chas;ng after . the.
Q'Dol.ticcs.; ALL: tbrough ‘this period we heard talk that’ “the JrT-in”
.tast Virginia.was “anti- lnddetsh1p"" . T 41An't know . where that kl“d
of ‘talk was coming from at the. tlme. nor diﬁ 1- understand i, 51nce
. all; I>was [Aoing was subnorting *he miners._ put after the split in o
- .the JFT T heard C.L.R. James ‘was ‘the one calling us'"anti-1eadersh19
. Ha algo: didn”t hava much or ar relation to the’ strike.~ He’ onlv ‘came:
L60wn to Jest virginia once, . and that was’ “to. take a wa‘k through the
university. ‘He. d;dn't evan hother: moking the’ customary visit" tO
‘Scott's Run. It scerns, he wae'more 1ntareqted in tha gnings~on qn
_Wew York *han ~Jagt vlrginia.;. .
ﬂaya ‘on thﬂ-obher hand haa moved down to vxttsburgh around 1947.
and made saveral trins. to Jesr v1xginia before and during. the’ ‘atrike.
There was contact with miners ond I baliave this experience had much.
to Ao with tha’ davelopment of Marxism ‘and Preedom. What Raya-saw. in
the gtrike wss that nroduchion . had changed with the jntroduction of
Autemation,: and tharefora the practice of the worVers would change
. as wal)l. .Tha workera' struggles would mean raising new issues: and
“guastions.  Tho-strike haosnms the king of _point for a new: form of ..
"prnctice. and it veg from thiﬂ idea that "arxasm and rre#dom develonEU-_

nur active suDbOTt of the strike came Erom understandxng the - 7
©. mode of proﬂuction and its ro11tion to sociaty, 'To us thars wag no
“doubt that tha introductien of the automatod miner meant. . Araztic -
chongs in the meds. of nroduction.  "then you Ealk - ahout. hunﬂrndn of
thousands of johs hainr elim:nated hy. the continuoua miner, you axe

?868




talking about a drastic change in Droductlon._ There whs o quest1on :
Ton qu; ﬂart that hoth the 1ntroduct1on of the céntlnuous mlner and the

o

fak g 5 I B
Strmke.agalnst it_pep;gseg;eﬂ aaﬂ?WCSF-, someth ng the othef:

'atanding that “was that {even before.

“han PnYthing at tha Univarsity. he had classes whd. dlscusszons ‘on’

hMarxism..,We read the classic works-w"arx' Lenin.‘Trotsﬁy- tia had

clas eg. on Marx's, Canital T recall one th{ng we' studied was’ Raya's -
Dolemic with CPrter over. ﬂabltal S in aﬁdition to hhe”other ‘things by
_hex we read Y wexen't the gxeareqk But e knew theorv,'we knew -
thatithe capita1/1abor relatlun ak’ the b01nt of proﬂuction was: key-.-
T don % believe any,. of the . other "Yadicals pit the Kind .of emphasis

.WE 515 in- Stﬂdyinq fhe mcde of nro&uction”and how "arx.underatood dt.

#her the strike bhroks, out, we ‘@idn't ?now ‘alY 5f what it repre—ﬂ
..gented.., It was only latar. in the 1950's, that it became clearer. .
" At thn time of the strike. e knew “S¥ was important when a’miner asked
"What kindicf ‘abor should man perform’“" ‘ur members in the mines
brcught in ;some ntatemehts From miners “that showéd ds the "struggle’
wag imnortanq ; Tt gave us‘g"sense oE how new the ‘gtrike vas, though
X thipk Waya caught mora .of what' was new, in £hat it becams the basis
fO’ <har to ﬂavelqp Marx*st-runan1sm and - Marxlsm and Preedom.

Lodking back vou can say that ‘even tbough thn strxke may 'not" have

won,'it aid’ bomething ‘important. It chailenged ‘the ‘continuois miner,

Automntion. . Instead of’ bringing in: ‘nrogress- Like Lawis said:it would: "
it.crectad Appaluch ia. somgihlng ‘the sociologi ts are. still‘-trviﬂg‘”
to - explain todav. It wns a great’ experjenCL té sae’ minexs’ challenge

‘the governnent, the unxcn, ‘the mode of oréduction. - ALl ‘at oncelsn It -
wam an exeiting experienca for ne, haecause asg & revolutioﬁazy who' had
an organization and worked on_ the: camBus it showed what kind ot work

you ‘can do. fo the working claas.‘_ : . : :

+
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D:tecuvc'm\r oM. 1913_50 “IWERS !"‘ENE .’\L err-“.x'xm?
(ﬂrank %av Area\ : e

‘ «:ay 23 1983

‘ "&EHC10596 are two COSLes of manuscripta I Sust’discovered in my"
collectlon of’ Pavers. 5"hey are 'so relevant to the projected pamphlet
that T thought it best to dup1icate them for youtana senﬂ them Off :
post-haste.' . ) a - 5 -

i e mads no ‘corrections. - The tvped one was one of the documéntsff
that preceded the correct:on,'not Ppraceded” hut ohvmouslv. aftex . ‘
reading the end of it, that follgwed the solit «with the FTIP; It must

.. have_ haen. wrltten. then in 1952 and would have been one of ‘the docu-

-_ments in the hands of members of tﬁe Johnson-rcrest grcup at’ that
tzma.

The other one, handwrltten vas obvlouslv addressed to C. L R

- James.a I'd compl lately forgotten akout it and’even now don't ¥now.
‘what was: done math it. . T agsume.T sent a copy of it off to CLRI; —=
but T'm not at. 311 sure that that is’ so. Nevertheless, after reading .
over auxckly, ‘ag well as the tvveF one, I think, even nOW.'that thEV
-are - togetner 1nva1ua01 nortralts of that t1m= and ‘place. .
q;daa ‘at"-the moment.HWHat mlght e done. with them other than that you
and.. anvone alse . working . on. the, nrojected 'amphlet should see them .

“qand .we. mlqh+ hegin discussxng them as an ald

Dc lat me. sav hnef"v fo... 'r‘a'-' the 'Fo”owing -Te 're- not "Oﬂ"
cerned, carta:n‘y. with a maere chronieling of the slgnlficant events
+-of.that period.  'The:raal cuestion is how we can_hring l'o bear the
~rDhilo ophical“insitha‘we ﬁave acnulred since. :

: One uhing strlkes ma now is how nomn!ate1v absent’ froﬂ-éur‘whoTe
:strugg19 was. CLRIY, Evervonejqets mentjoned and is involved’ -- evervw'
one hut LRI I quspact ‘the Resident, Editorial noara minu*es of .- T
Nav 16, and Nlga's discovery of the: firzt bulletin 'is on the right
track., . CLRT, T suspeck, .wAS rarforming &z careful halanclng act: baﬂk
l-heu, Tceen:lng in good grarcs::_with tha £9n Yeadershin without saving =
or-doing. anvthzng onen1v aga:nst us.i Though his Wiast at. Rava (which
I had naver Eorgotten and which T recﬁl‘ad to Haxy Tater NHyn'n pre-
aentation to us-ail in, OakTanﬂ Tast;ronVH),_wa parhaps. coma ‘o
think:of: it now, ag much 5 hlnst at the great sctiona we and tha*'

- m:ners wera tavanﬁ. mhi haﬂ nevax orcuraa 0 me: before.[' SO

nbviouslv thqra are judgenents Containeﬁ in the;doguméhta which
I would alter now. ' Still, they sre useful, perhaps, even in their
~innocence. Ancther -thing strikes me: 1t was that strike thatfhrn-




pelled QS'téwérE:fhe:hfeék with éhéf?ﬂ#g Whl"h haﬂ performed s0° poor—
Ly idng that pexied. ' T had: missad, of courss, CLRIT'S WPaPneszes at-
tlma.- How it 18 al,A»oo c1ear»~' : ERNI =

If necessarv, £ th:nk I can 1ﬂpnfxfy almost all of the—names and
“the eventg mgnt:cneﬂ 1n guarded term: throughout One or two escap

: ) & “3016 manuscrip & of 1951;752°T “sent you
4 1949—ﬁ0'51ner ® ’Fne;al,ctrive wou1d have ‘servad to”bresent
“the’ objecfive accounts of" that massive’ nvent F ot o that you' a1so

strass Ly, reuo11ectiona oF fha* perloﬂ I fand mvse1f hard nressnd

Fava'pressnteﬂ the idea. £ rhe pamph1er in- nuh11r For *he fira*
time. in L.A. che - pwistad our 5rms, as on1v sHe can do,=anﬂ ¢ found
L mvae]f_speaklnq Duh]iclv on those anc1ent affairs writh’ ne gerions p*s
o naratlons,xo spealt of- hut I ﬂid feel, as’ ‘gha, e “should: ‘begin to grap-
o _with the. whole’ Phing.' ’Tre*e §7a tane arounﬂ- wou1d itibel ufeful
for someone to. transcrihe our comments - ava s. Raymond's or mxneﬂ)

T nne poinf uorth reupating from mv L A..réemarks, I th:n “was! ‘that -

i ano sm311 part. of our success was nerhans ﬁua to ‘our penchant for

o »\philosonhv. Rege1 etc.__t recalleﬂ hqw wava “had brlefeﬁ mehon the
“whole. ruestion of. "the cuhnr" ”b*ﬂb]wa.“tha 1eaderehin that .

examining._ his connection, between phi*osonhv nnd that event_haﬁ
. naver: occurgd %o me’ hefore‘ 'nm’ not 'teo ‘sMre as to how s gnificant
“it-3e. Stili, it mav "he worth conr#deviﬁg : RN




. masses. “He Bad ‘been cowplet

7.f3' &

Eut as: I probe the event I find wybelf examlning an earlier and‘l
later. period as well. - For: example, Raya s point. about CLRJ s’charg—;
ing her’ with' "small M2Es partyism" ‘even as he’ set our ‘course’ .onan

nderground prnparation “for: tbavpublic for.about-a yaar and;a half..
Raya s-proposaL “then, that the miners! ‘gstrike: and activ;Liesdhe' 2
~as the:basis for the. 1auncning of the new: naner (new'toume even¢now.*
BOMmE thlrty years: later} emarkable then-an nopirea:
thoughtsf' ‘CLRY, obv;ously;’ =4 nervous ‘before: the_gxeat ‘American s

éﬁ%bqent from our-most magnificen- period,,
the mlnerQ"str1ke Of 49~ 50. -Now; he: induLged ‘his ‘somewhat -pre-i 7
cious notion as ‘to how: the .paper ——:and-the" orqan1zatxon would-grow=-— -
hst-house fashion, away from: the grea: ‘natural world of 1life and strug--
gle. Good!l:But hadn't-thia: aame hegitancy affected him and:us --:back -
‘whisn' ‘wa were leaving: the “Jorkers Party? Why ,d1d ‘we waste wore time '
—in the P, which we .joined dnlate 147 (?)and left: four vears - later
in 4812, 'Philoaobhy wauld bave a hard tlma dlspelling tha murk;ness
we practlcad . :

The POlﬂt- I thlnﬂ.-ls nothing moré- clearly deflned the d;stlnc—
tlone than the '49-'50 miners' strike. -And, no one, to be sure, ba-_
igan to'see:it more clearly then®than Raya, who properly: pursued the
jphildséphic‘rodts'(the'Absolute“Idéa) of the problem:that faced- -ug;
NevnftheIESs, as.we gay ncw:(1983};. it:was the miners!: strike that
prOPELLEd ‘us‘insthe new dlrectlcn, -that . in effect, . declared.anf.-nq 3
‘torsuch-Jamesian hes*tancy._ Had ‘it not. ‘provided;us with" asnurance-”“
‘that we .wars better ‘than the. "best" -g-Had not: then“best"*been the":
S4P; - “with' thair. proletarian experience and network: reasons for: whxch
" we:had'joined thém?. Was not-this CLRI's elaborate’'reasons:for.: Join-
“liing 'them rathdr ' than venturing dAnto the world. directiy’* How, aftexr
.149.50, we:had:proven: dafinitively we were their superiors.:.¥e'had:
beaten ‘them in the most. challeng1ng proletarian env1ronment of. that
time, the miners' strugg]e. f : . TSR O

It had never oecureﬁ to me unt11 now that the break *hat dad come
in the summer of *51 - from. the S9P came because-of:this event more thani:
anythtng alse. Typ1cal of CLRJ: “he missed the:point comp!ately.;‘ﬂhen
“the '30 convention of the 89p cama; he had behind him-the marvelous
échjevements of "W, Virginia:and £he texrible threat of; Pablo and. his .
stalinist conception ‘0f ‘the revolutionary: Eastern Europa. If he,’ -

_James, had migmed the moment .for. a rea1 "enqagement" the) - had once -
“guoted” © Napeleon's -l "Oneg' engage et:nius.on voit!M. intlesving "
_the=va- 3N "1947 now he ‘had a. great: moment in. 1950, -'He flukbed il
Having - flubbed it." he sougﬁt ‘o regain the initiative. {in.the sumner

" of 'S5l when he moved for the break. But he’ meased. this up. tog! - He
circu1ated a specia; “secret" document, which purporfed to show. how'
the 304 - was dehunﬂn zad and: Statinized enougn to inFerfere. inriida s
.péreonal life!! A tragic travesty of the basie_ for the braak with the
SPY What. should have been a great.moment of . .celebration’ of our ~. in-
phi1osophical-organiratiora! 1ndapendence--— thanks to our experience/




-'.-as'. the .

“of Marx's Critn.crue cf tne Go{:ha Proqrame) . 7 Our conv:.ctlon-\that
ornﬂvization (wagribself’ rphilozsﬂph:.cal RYEYEL 1.7 wnak oy si-anc'l«unuto st
“'His- mudnyzng"the fasnes;. e ware: not as, resnectful ol ou:r: B virg:n-r_—‘-- :
ia ~ach1evements in 5L as e now'are rig‘htly, ‘1n~'83: . Had we: heen.

we might ha\re :

-But tbis is not meant as & forlor-a exerc:.ae- in ‘nin&s:qht-
meant O make . cTear. “now more-than-ever. that the. breakthreu‘!h th*‘-t
‘Gama vu.th the birth of News and. Le-tters in, 195'5 wasg as much tha pro- B
. Tduct - of Rayalg: pl-ﬂosor:shlca‘l convictions as:it was:of the new.: sm‘rit
that had emerged from the miners' strugq?e ‘0f 149-'50. . Andy and ..
Olga, cevtainly, sensed this {far better than I did by that t:ime) -
Raymond. aTso -oxiginaliy - of . virgim.a, did too._'_.

PR R P T So . R S IR R L

It mxght bhe helpful herc-, ‘in fact, to t.ontrast r\y ‘own. feeHngs
-abeut our’ Teaving ‘the S"-‘E‘ in 1951 and the:split :that occured-in: -~
- Correspondencde in 1955, T had been abso?ute‘lv exultant:when the-
break occurad in 1951 .’-—- I caw. st* 11 recall with considerahle. c1ar1—_ )
tv, for exanple,- “how ! bouyant I felt:as a.small caravan.which:had:
S begun dn WY moved . north through ‘Pittsburgh; {pvicking . viiv?l vai, peo-r
- iplet un\along ‘the way,; I think} ‘on toDetroit,  for-our: first” T.arge
gathering after the- break with. the ‘SWP, : The popular songrofithat:
‘time wasg!"Come on-a-my .-house, - etc.'_"-writ?teu by-"7illiamSaroyan: and
aung ‘by . Rogemary C1. ooney.‘ ‘I sang-and-.whistled it-continuously-asi -~
‘wended our .way toDetroit; at which'point Raya.the.first. of our
'leadersh:m. *ho went ‘to Detroit, provided the bathroom of hex hote?.—
., YOoom as. ccmmuxu.ty ' bath for us intrepid :ltinerants. '

o0 el e : . ) . [ T LT R

L TES had not. occured to me as 94911C1t1v~until now, -1983, that:
- the ‘great pleasure I.felt then derived essentially, from the ‘contrast
‘between the great spirit of independence created hy-the.miners® .in_
their stri¥e of 1t49-150: ‘and .the plodding, : pretentious attltudes of .
the 9P, so' tvpical of countless petty officials:and bureaucrats:from
' one-end of-America to: another! : Hadn't I-met the same breed only.a
rfaw yeéarsg . earlier, '1945-16G, when I had.been rehabilitated in“anter
Reed ‘Ceneral Hospital and when we anmutees had fought " to win: from
/the ‘government an -automohila-For-the-amputees?- The same mulish, .
~ploddirig, - pratenticus bureaucrats ohestructedius.all zlong the way, -
‘in the great hails of Cdngress; 'as we handful of -amputees made our
‘way down.f£rom-the hospital almost daily to-lobby for our-causs, We.
eventuallv won! ~“Now, 1951, we were free and-victorious' once: ‘again!
This time not the bureducrats of the capitalist establishment but of
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the labor movnment, tﬁé'S? ;- were the force from
‘ourselves. k T R TR F AP LU SR
1954 “1955, the sp‘lt in thn ranks of. the old Cerespondence wae
Lfor me” £ a’oppos:te occurrence’at’ the’ time. T It is ‘clearinow that ..
_the break'was 1n¢v1tab1e and necesaarv, fhat ‘in alsensa that we’ have '
T beent dxscovering-ncre and”more the'last: few: vears,_it was" alsoithe; -
 ccntinuaticn ‘of the- besta £ the.earTier period, climaxing now,w1983
Cowith our,awareness ‘that even the:&reat strike’ of '49—"0 belonged :
_'not to‘James anad correspondence,, ‘snea% ‘it to usiTater, Neéws:
-angd’ Letters, Marxlst-ﬂumanlsm, 1983 ﬁtlll, “the" ‘Fact is,=at" the i
_ -t;we. thls break came to me, fun&amentally,'as a great traqe&y.,‘ LR
;ﬂ;Those hints ‘and’ guggestlons of the future, thoae elements of '49—’50 -
“which. had translated themselves'lnto tha’ $n1f1t o€ tha new organis:
-?atlcndof News and Lofters, which . "had . bagun to shape themselves 1nto
“the phllosophy of the Ahsolute Iden of Raya's wotk, - had: escaped me "
- Ho' matter ncw,_of course: aiti's welt. ‘that ends well,: but’ then it was
neax devastating.  What matters here, though, is that now, 1983, we'
have begun to’ recover that great Upheaval of 149-'50 and: formally
_embrace it as part of ‘the ‘vich Heritage of Marxist-YHamanism;" despite
‘the fact that in time it appears to he pertiof whakt we left behind.
" mhig conscious- approvraatlon of such a creative moment’ ﬂhou]d even’
now, thirty and more years later, provide even more inspiration for
;our grow“h and cevelepment. ’ . : :

B Still. one of the” e1ements of my confusion of 1954-1955 might

. e conzidered, James, as I mentioned adove had tried- to reduce: the’
 'essence of the break of 1951 into an nyEfaive d' honore" (an affair
“'of the hnart)._ He begsn to do the same thing with his departure

" from the U.S in 1953, when ‘the government refused to renew his visa
~ {He was not expal1ed } ' He contrived the elaborate effort, Mariners’
.- Renegadas and. Castaways, 2 Marxist-cultural analysis of Herman

.Malville, with the climactic last chapter ‘Focused on James! effort

- to stay in the States, including even a hunger strike; all, as I
jsay,'as an elaborate effort to create. a martyr, 2 “"castaway”, an

_expulsee-'to reduce in short, a klow by the bourgeoisie against the
‘erganization into a petty-personal event, enlisting even, in the

process, one of. the great cu1tura1 creations of the natlon. Melville's

'1obx pick!

mhat has this got- to do with the miners® strike of 14915072
That's the. point! *What does it hava to do with it? Didn*t we have
to undertake it 28 & maﬁor nroduct of’ our work in the coal £isids:”
. the year of '52 and '53, just before James' devarture? ‘fere we not’
- somehow . recmired. to marry. the achievements of '49-'50 writh the James"
critioua of Meiville? "then friends in the coalfislds wonde*ed what .
Crwat ware  sbout, 'wcrcn!t e advtsnﬂ to -ignore the atructure of the
hook: jegalf ‘and verbally advance "the Sast’ chapiar, the ancount on_z_ﬁnﬁ
James' encountnr thh the immiqraflon author1ti~ 28 the true center.
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- of: the: ‘book" AlL.in.all, iasn’ £ hoth.the Hoo) "eanc'!..this,

'-_to retrieve - :|.ts ‘tast chapter, onlv. a moi‘é e'taborate wav of. dul'ling;
the great s'p:.rlt that Had Jnfused U.B 3 th “‘he s*rike? '

: th:mk so and I think 80 aven mre now. that aa e T )

: Ceri:ainly_ I ,vonr!ereﬁ about P |
V.,,at the ;.1me, ﬂeep :Ln..my soul_‘afn sou 's , :
- helped disoxientime.. :I: ‘had: ?‘l.wavs' had, a: Eondness

oticiand: cultural,~whether-"‘t was ayrt; music,. . Axama,’

“Here nowiwas: 8 vigozous e‘a‘..thra'l“eve.., _cﬂ!;.chel.'i. An

and.. aﬁvanced_._by our:. Lerun-of—lg'sa, . by e

. the figure:then' of humigrah on: author:. ies and HcCarth ‘

48,71 wasn't xeady for 1954-! £5.7. 1. beliave, now that Jan

"'opua" on: !’elv:.l‘le B Hom-nidr rmdd'[ed me.,

SRR VLR 'T‘o he'. sure,, the -parqona'l d-n oorientatxon 1s of ,no g"‘eat matter-
-a'|1 tg well: that ends well... But' the point’ is, th\at Fio he'ips furthe
'def*ne the ‘significance: of the: m:ners»,,strj’ce‘ of *49:'50.. It is
by contrast. to this’' evant that.the othars that. hoth: preceded and .
-Followed ave better jndged, . The. mur'k'iness, hesn.tancy. nersonality

-'_'cult-r ‘atl are- mo"e c"leaﬂvumtth ned 'bv the miners' str::.'ke fncw too,,.

S ifnot then!) It is £3 tt:,ng thai; v reaﬁjust. its p‘iace ‘in, the past

sincexely.

Frank -




{Tebor in NY =
" .Jobn Marcotte " _ _ ‘ __ o
©ova, This year has showm no lebs up in the sharpest attack on US
lapoy¥indeQQQE§;;:The.attﬁcﬁ=ha§'beenquliticaléfRegganlsm—f',
. economic-=dapression=-and ideological-—industrial -unions: forcing .
[cohbégsioﬁs_dniﬁorkeré;'~Withhthe*firsﬁ;great}00;9955;93;gf;thqug,
. No-Strike Pledge of -WiW II- union’ léadership begen its suicidal -
‘path’of Gollaboration and 3ts fruits. of FeCarthyism, purgss of = .. -
o militénts;?antiAlabdr41aws]andithe-first‘abcepsance_of;Au?omat;qngu
v by dohne Ly Lewis' in-the late 40s and early 50s; a pathiwhich- A
;todgy;mégthﬁﬁf_virtﬁal'se1f+destructibh§of;ﬁhese~nnzongmwhp._'_‘
,knqw”én}ﬁfhoﬁ"toﬁ:efreat“bbforé-the*onSlgugthquReagan;smya‘gt[
LT T £81% lagt-year that 'all this would breed s tremendous -
rank~and-filerevolt.  Butas Charles -Denby has 'said, you can
look out on-a-'calim see and never tnow- when'a mighty-wave will. "
arise, " There have''been: important strikes” this!year, many anti-.
concension strikes.: They are as yet individual and isolated,. '
Everyday I feéel in the  shop ‘the very real objective force of
massive -unembloyment  and' fear of- losing your 'job,' keeping - =
'”Wdrﬁérs“adwn;f-ThéréTcan.be“nb~setting_a-timetabla.qn,the:ﬂ:;
‘resction "to Réaganomics,”  And you can really f£éel at work thas .
The labor-burderacy is the last barrier 4o the self-organization
" of workerd for freedom, = 7 ¢ T R
Bup' I-believe the unions have dealt themsélves a’ death-blow
to any credibility they had left with these concessions, ~Just™ =~
-as the "transformation into the opposite of what they were creabted .-~

Yo be iz total, the workers'! brealk with the labor burocracy is .- - .
totulg'-Theﬂform'the*cpbbsi%ion?Will.tgkq_isiallithat_remalns_to'-f
‘be worked oub, - -Froduction workers are” even saying, "Better with
cméiunion gt Eell Fou ok, L T e T T '
5 at_the“ﬂrt“StéélVWOrkers'Qdembﬁstration.insi@e;unign s
headquarters, ":Pheir attitude is thst the uvnion’is the. immediate -
eneny standing in’ your way. to fight ths  company, that there is -
no‘hope' of changing: anything in the wnion, ‘no work from.within .’
is possible,iyduican“cnlylattaék:it;'*Thetworkers~in;my:shop;jfor
.2l the fear thet prevents action for. now, have exactly the same "
attitude, I think only some of_ the Left have not shed their
illusion”of reforming the uwnions, - - oo S

zook

o Uhat does this mean in the shop? Seeking first shop-floor
unity, the union of the workers, Vithout this nothing ‘iz possible.
This can 'include & strupgle to érganize a-union: or get certain & -
-reforms in’your lowal,. There is no centradiction in that,. T
-reject any fatalism on the part of workers thet, since the .tmions
can't ‘be reformed,- there is nothing to be done., .But because I
recognide. that no%hing'lesS'than-the_abolition_of-the;bapital/.w
labor relation can solve-our problems, I cannot respond with only -
activism without bringing in Harxtis understanding of our situestion:.
and the way out-of it, “The force of this visien btogether with
the shop -floor struggles form the process that mush begin-today
to lead to the classless soeciety, T rejeet the Left's ctbompts:
to organize factions in the unions and get elected to positions,
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not beca1qe that Way not be tne rl”ht tactxcs for cevtaln strusgl" '
es, “but. becuube of TFe wey T've seen it done.x : o

I feex there‘s & 1ack or respect for and. serlous deallnﬁ
~W13h when workers are saying .vou.can't change things.that WBY g i
~,there is a: fine 1ineg- betwecn fatallsm and The- troathl You ve Bok
L Gordeal s with 1t,, [The. Left,: 1pclud1ng anarchlsts, goes ‘on 11ke N

- bhe 0ld. Left in unions. and the réforns and union: p051tlons are .-
-1taken Foo" ser10uo1v ﬂlvorced Iro a real’rank—apu»flle

rklng with 1mm_grant labon. has lfs own . partzcularltle.
Our friend - Runa. has found “hat when faced. with: the tremendous. .
exploitation and abuses in a shop.and bthe seeming passivity &and’ .
fear of the workers, he has had tec first help his fellow workers
know their rights snd .what's' in the = contract since it's in...
English and a well-kept secret by the union,: e -would. vhen hélp
the workers’ gain the confidence ‘to. begin aemandlng thoge: rlghtsr
~using tactics whieh all could agree .on such as a._letter to-the.
unien signed.by e majority.ofl the vorkers, . In his exper"ence,
- this patient’ work has. been able to initiate a whole process of
struggle thch escalates with each new victory and. repression..
It has similarities +tc the prcocess initiated by.thé Theology . of ..
Libergbion in Yatin Amerlca, where beginning by- listening %o the . -
peasants and telling then they are hiuman end have certain rights.
leads. to.& cycle or newer and newer forms of struggle and consc-—
iousness meeting. every. wave of repre551on——because of course
thgy dontt have those “rlght“" untll they seize. them. e
;Theipolnu i5. %0 nbt bfu';mpaulenu of .th e rroccvu. ~nut1v1th
-in labor:is nokt. to. sain any- particular rerorms.no. matter how: :
great’ nor. any union.psitions no matter. 1*_vov*wou1d take: over a: ..
local, ~The memns is the end--helping the growing. xixixmxgﬁﬁlxxh-“'
RXent sel*-organlzéfion self-confidence and self-awareness of .
labor: as Subject of. hlstory, from dindividual workexrs to whole
shops, which necessitates both.-this practical experience and -
what we call. Marx's Humanism, = 4s; long as capitalism.exists any
_ reforms can be reversed’ but this "intellectual sediment! is whatb
~romaing o buildl on and' ko c;eate the ﬁew soclety,basad qn, L
Freely Aqsoclated Labor.zg-ux-. : ; . - _j

uome fellow members in my unlon trled to set up an 009031t¢oun
caugus of sorts this year, Ihey felt the time wps right because -
of . tremendous.dissatisfacticn-in the union over loss .of member—

S ship,’ flnanc1a1 mlsmanacement, covruptlon and a question of where
the union was going to.. The! neetlngs were attended by. various
shop ‘stewards and Some opposition siaff .members,. I felt uneasy at
the . lack of rank—ond—filers but I said ok, who knows?! If it can:
-present itself to'the workers in the .shops as.an altern_flve. and.
if the workers decide’ this. is ‘a formn' of -struggle they want, and
make" it their oun seawell, it's a chance, But the gap’ betwaeen - -
the caucus which included anarchists and other Left, and the shop

- floor was too greoat. A caucus like: this could work. if it was

_the result of = shop flooxr sbtruggle, which got %o the stage of -

'SGBi.uf' utie nesd Lo I‘each oul . bf-} rand.tha -ona; "'hoﬁ p‘pﬁ_ru ””LC""j"‘*‘f
snops in opp031tlon or struggle Tormed,, The way it was,: I would
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go to a meeb_ng, learn: all the crap that was’ golng on in the
unlon, and -of plans to oppose this at §® general meetings of.
_‘atewards and loecal officerg——whioch is the wrong ground, is the
Clprouwnd-of tha burasrats,. end as'we . found out in a bhatble. of e
- words. they are:-the meanest.- ¥ thought our funetion . phouxd have =
“been to.simply. try to open.up communication betwéen the ‘shops, =
viithiia newslet*er whlch ‘sould both share gome.of.  this: 1n'f'orman:.on
wlth the. members &l 1n¢1te then Lo .share  their‘experiences and
Then we trould’ see if we h&d- ‘something..  -Bubt.the. “caucus“
- llght the! burocrac 'ﬁhemselves? e *got nowhere o

a k‘to the shop' and the workeré'-dtt*tude was,_
the unlon 18 the enemyf it's B mafia% you can't reform- Jt. FSOJ

“what's’ the use of tacﬁlcs to ‘cpposée; this or-Fhat: norruptlon of;
.*he burocrats if it 's not part of the 'shop floor s»rugble, I o
i%'s not distep: 1n the self-organization of ‘the workers?.  It. means_j
_nothing to- them, no more than. voting: for a ‘democrat ‘instead of-a
republmcan, it's not their form ef snruggle‘” ‘The Leftrcanmot-
hesar. the workers‘ ‘eriticism even’ in thelr geeming: pagsivity.- i
. Phe years of work Runa. did culminating in the workers making him
_steward, and 'this kind of Left: "organmzmng“ ~start at- opD051tei
“ends. i 1iked ansarchists -counpared to the’ ‘rést of the Lelft. for.:
“gheir- pO»lﬁ“Dn on- labor, But in practice Harxist-Humanism:is far
more xadical tharn them on- labor.. They: act 11Pe soclal—democraus,
esplte The’ profpssed'ultzmate goals. ' o Cl :

o Marxz —Humanlsns cannot simply wait for: new fcrme of workers.
organlzat101 o spring . up lilke :olldarnosc——recogn1Z1ng ‘Bolidar—. "
nosc ‘Sprang” uy - spontaneously not in g 'woid but 4n:the ground. ..

reéparted by KOR, - THe unity of workers with intellectuals; of-
worrers' own vay' oft imowing with Marx's methed:of nowing, - ..

'mugt be ‘worked on’now, and for- bhat we must participate in- tne

.”struggles. News: 8. Letters remasins one :of our principal: forms . .
Lot the dlffmcult work of fostewing this unity.  And in NY. labor

Notlcxas y Cartas 1s an 1nd15pennab]e part of News & Ié%ners.'"




A Ivstﬁrten;mv carear_as an fu11 tz

Schultz,'a d;JA”astlng factorv in: To‘ndo, Dl o.
. operdtad PUICHT PLESSES . ‘that 1u1ud._Ha c“cnv; metal, off of
'ansulnps.- All"the Jobs~ﬁcr ;repet tivse mono dqnu;;and excruc1at1n*1v
: ;e thadito .wear strﬂas on; OUT T .attad

‘gable -on a- overhead cami . ‘hen t&* auﬁch préss ¢am?. down “the cavle”
: ouldﬁahrx-ouL hands back’ (1F thcvﬂw L closn-to thae_ mechnine)ito kccn
Cus. from. HaV1ng our: flﬂgors or hands’ ‘! ,”“ed £ (w:*c“‘requentlv

h; anenﬂd ‘to workers who, fo*nou.to uut on tﬁu."rldt StT
3 I:hagd! th‘r= -was trinming ‘those: ilt*lv ‘bottls- cap-

'?t\u rate was” S50 piéces mar hWouT.. ‘Wo swreraimaid wia cha-at
“T Tot ahﬁV»-“Sﬂ wWas A bonus, but -the jobiwas. t*nud dewn . T thunlast
,:S*COHd iz Fortunutly. tn; At uns 2ven tev fast . tor ‘the ﬂmchxﬂe,

~1t k,ot hrcak;ng down {w th 1 11*t1v4ﬂb43 f;om H-] S

In nuuust 1960 I ‘.-1ob at a. Cnry ;:r :1a=~ in
-“1:.1gan.;—nh= ulant was vo he tTans sfarre ~ta” suhursh
“slan’ was- to wwork in uxgﬁland Parlk for a. f*d mﬂﬁtﬂa and
~Farred toithae aew 21lant in- Shio, and thﬁr-for*'- 2V 3 an- _

seniority over Tae iocais wHQ wauld hire: in aft:ruarua.’_,

iiﬁy ¢risis - in Auto Lamcfabout;afzor LY s;lnt in. *.:_A“Ly. I was
afted” in "Aupgust. 1367, '—iynrkncriggccs in. the Ailitary WIT2 “a_roal
'tLrning ﬁulnt in v c1EE Rij untiluthcn_t.aad & tyniecal. cnn1talist1c
montality. It was in ﬁhu militory: “that I becanas ﬂw_re tﬁﬂt there
"was- sonathing.: .radicallywrong with. the ob;acthﬂ‘51tu tloq and mv"
nlncu‘uzthln 1t.-?-1 hnv» reuently discoversd throuzh Rows: & Lotters
(snnc1 fically "t rc nanphlots- and. tooks -Anerican: civiiizction on Lrial,-
indignant Meart: A Bilack Workkus Journul, and othors}: that my’ awakenlng“
“had a.lot To do; with :the. Black struggle “for . freedom: whlc\ wos rcaﬂhing )
a4 new ‘stapge at: Lhﬂ tlme._ “Thera were trnrenﬂous ‘seeialiunhiavels.
V~dur1ng ny . m111tary 1ntnrnment-—fH¢ Dctrolt iasurre setion, the assasin-
~atien of Martin Luther King, the Chicdggo Demgcratic Party rzota, and:’
‘tha Czechoslovakian “n"el*s.' The latter kent n3 frow Vlﬁtﬂam, as 1.
" Was sent to Gerpmany instesd.’ Ia tha military 1 bacan to robel by :
ot saluting afficers and d:,ob"ylng orders. I chlCullV “lqyed the
vgatia whan I was in, but when I was Findlly rteleascd they nade: it - a
" point to toll ne I wos barred ‘ron re- bnlistnant _whielh I thought
T owas just h:iar1ous.

. \t f1rst ran- 1 goh out .of t 4 serviss, I had tha2 illusion that
‘now I was o ”Erﬂn“'man._ st wien I waat back to werl at Chrysler 1
faund- mys21f hoing ordered nbout, this time not by men, hut by -
_récnincs on tha assenbly 11n". _Tho conditicng ware the sanoe as boforc
1 ‘'was drafted, but now thay Yad becoas unbearabla, Jne. ‘Aay I ‘was
installing uunther str1ﬁ="wh1ch I had to 2%t ract frd= o tank af
bolling water and . -0il, S whan nll ef a sudden I =lmost passed out for
MO ADPMATENT TolSOR. ** scared the ell out t:Hr me, and I quit Carsylﬂr
,3Hort1y t\arcnftor.mri{vn'lﬂd nmay,' SlﬁC”'qun 4n oth:r factovies, K
“in construction, Aas - a samis trailer- snd 1'va nr_a.n.lv besa” o
roofing for the past s3vaen vears, .Iu rooxlng w. dea't sg much work

with mnchines,'as much as 11LL 4 nachine, 2 roofing machins,
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e Onc.thing_thbﬁ'prbmptédjmem:ﬁfwrita¢ihuutjwor‘ as:rteading
rbﬂr toMarcusc's Prcfacé,;01Wafxi¢m & Frzedo.. 1 fnh‘o‘_ais vicws

ir itated me. The-first,was: i’ v1=w that wor®k will Malwayst.bo: .

nlié1at¢d aad that- tha nost’ uc ahone for 1a3n shortur work. da)

anduincreaséd leisure tlnu.._r1rrusﬁ chviously ha dnl¢ workad. much. in
__a,fnctory, aad; for a nan wWho sean agly-ned-a profound unders tandlﬁg
of -Marx; “his‘own svllt nctupeﬂ cnual.and m1nua1 is *evaaled “inhis:
Twr;t;ngs on. aabor Ard’ lblsur 'Limg.‘»Invfact,,, ;iﬂ*at d'lel ure.,,-g
‘;follows allenaL s . wor“;" R C I ; =

: Anothnr cnnﬁent Jurcuso wade ltﬁ*V*-ls that worker*,nre less

"fnly to rnvolt noi., . bﬂCJqu wcrk rsas'n clas Jhave . risan-in. statua
1and anjoy mérd benafits, supposedly dds telthy) succassbul "efforisiot:
“the-laber hurgaucracy. ™ But- it was labor. out in the.stradts shedding’
tleoeod in:class. struggles thet bhrought . nnout LS g';n*aa,'nat the’ lubor
burae aucrwcy. The labor in "dars have since cony re bhe in-opin: ouﬂg—'*_
sition- to labor om =vory idsu:,’ sirving 23 tho Ledy cunrrd . of capital.-
farcuse alsa disregnrded’ How 1nhrcuaad elienstion trougit cbout by .
‘autonation and pecd uxn, will suv:lv nsv qa:crzal.card:txons”for-‘
r..svo]_t' . o . cel . A T L ’ AT -
-, Yhat ssamed to ni to und:rnin 211 these
.acceptanc? as a univeral afiuxat {nxx

place only in Wiastera Surapa
‘following t%ot of n..anlt..li.....- 1is
where capitalism has never bein 2 2 option. | T
centuries to dovelop - in the ¥West 1 5 mot-nocassarily’n Historlcal
phase in which -all PoYEs of thow sntually hava o po througn.
u;Herc Marcusa seems . to. iave a Y cel dztarainisa, genuine
Marxisn fccueha on the huuann d;m- The Third -H¥grld b"rlcally
fa;es thc Lﬁoxco of Humanist Eon Totalitarianisao,

LHo
. (®

o

’F‘l

o As agﬁinqt any un111n3ar dCuGT!lﬂlSn, techiolegical or.otherwise
X b611evb work can he fraoed fron the aliennsti-n thaz characterizes -
-it ‘now in tke fornm of mindlesé,”rcnet tive moneotony, not to mention
‘Teckiess d isrngard to thz safety and hoalth of th=z wor*;rs.” This is ;
‘a Situation-in which "dead lahori' (machines) lords ovar living labor,”
.It is a:situation whichk destroys souls ‘and rets brains., - 3ut this.
‘dogs-not signzl.the end for:the worker. As.Rava Duuavevskaya wrote
in Dicloctics of Libcration, "zbkstract labor degradas the congcrete '
“igborer but cannot destroy hin for he is "subject', that'is’ to say,
the nctivs humzn being whose "“quest for universalityV ds enly the nore
'intanse by this degfadntioh of the canitalist prccess of production."

z2d the means of pTOdUCuloﬂ and nlaced
v dSbOClntud lahor can =ho hrut111tv
a .

nce e pvar-cnas,

Only wHun vorkeTs have ‘sl
them.ln_tﬁexr own .contxol 0¥ frec
~“0of alienation that workers ex=ori

. 8a .vhy hasn't frealy assnciatcd . laber yet come, "that esnecially

now the process.of. alieantion soeas to be raaching iss peak  wita -

evan: morn.nuvanced automarion {uniration, rototics)? ""filliens of”

“workers are being tnronn out of york, most of whonm will never again

get thu&r johs bacP rcrting 4 ne.mannnt &TEY of tne_un:nuloyed.

: 1 bwliov" it will t.Ic thc vision of a ‘hetter 11:0 tc over&oue

tho feelings of ﬂcwarlcssncss, amathy, and vesignatisn brsught about”

by the alienntuon of work. ~ vision whieh is not rooted in sone
cabstract “Utapln" but whieh i5 in tho concroto listorieal atruggles and
frovnlts oF orﬂars. such.as tho Paris Cemniune. . lews &-'::*crs RS 7{38()
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has tHe:tas“:of conluﬁ1c~t1ng »his'vi$19: tola
‘Lottearsiis thevdnly organizatiensta.diivelsn:
mathodsligy o f arx, 8 :.\t'zd lagv,.trut '31aces
ardinott 1ay’ing ‘put anyiparticular, uluti-:n,-_ ‘ vary'-n .
.wre_is Ao spcc:.f:.c"fcrnul '.;grf_ar__ri‘v‘inga‘_at : - Vis_lﬁ‘t bacausa
-w.nml imat fo‘"‘x "he ; 1t ',w“: I3 ' it E




"'fc'_izj:"rmua ‘OF A CRITIQUE: THE AFRICAN 'REVOLUTIONS AND maxrsr-mm_sm
. ‘ O - D N e "Lou Turner, Detroit
Ugoswe 5 so—called“"crlthue af ch 7 of Phllosophy and Revolutian
V,dlscloses uch great anxmety for'cr1t1c171ng ltS author that though he
_does‘quote our Const:-utlon 'to° show how’ lmoortant ‘we ‘hoxd” that'workito
be, he -Boems “to” Be" totally unconsc;ous of’ th" fact that” therefere "
he ' ig arguing w1th the Marxlst~Humanist organlzatlon, 2) who,“as a prln—f
[c1ple,‘never writes a‘work as’ if it were that sincle person " flew,"
.- and, in’ fact, the specltic work in® questlon had dohe through quite‘a few
'-.:drafts during: the 1968/69-73 penod ‘and 3} Had ‘been’ taken up by’ tH or-—"
'ganzzat:on in" &énvention and thare wvoted” on.én masse._ “In a'word._he is,
ig-not just against RI¥, “the”’ rounder or Marx;st~Human1sm 1n tne U.t.,
'rbut News and Letters Commlttees. - :
i Ogokwe should have taken full advantage of the : facu that ‘he is not
a member and take advantege of that fact to. d;sagree, hot just ‘on any’
. Slngle ract or’ ‘group’ ‘of facts, but with the very. ‘premise of- Marnist—‘.
'Humanlsm, ‘which in- the very flrst}Sentence of the chapter in questlon,
-qrticulates;_tself most unambig uouely aa'“T e African, revolutions. opened
a8 new page in the. dlalectlc of. thought as well-as in world h*story
Your" departure from that premise is" indeed a great departure. Ugokwe,
“from  the’ Marxist—humanlst v1ew)of the Afrlcan Revclutions which you 7
surely damn in that last sentence in you the¢is, you think so revolu—
tlonary, when you, say you oppose "colonlallsm,-no matter what: form.-
¥&u mean that ' the new is- reo—colonlalism, rether than the African re- Co
volutlons whlch “took the- whole ‘world by storm 1n the ' 1860s’ (indeed-they - .. -
started 1n the 19505) and had - achieved nothlng just ‘becausé’ the'welght
of counter—revolutlon, especlally the two super—powe*s, nuclear1Y armed
and tlghtly 1nterVCn1ng won | over “them. ”
e Th1s,‘lndeed,.1ight yoars rtmcved from Maxrx whe choﬂc,.J“"t o]
*the 1848 Revolutions were defeated to pronounce "revolut;on in- perman—
ence."’ AND THIS MARX PROJECTED NOT ONLY AS "THEORz" . BUT’ IR REI.ATION—
SHIP TO THE TAIPING REBELLION A PEW YEARS AFTERYARD ~- and Marx: surely
_had no Allusions, that it would win 100 years ago —- ‘as the struggle ;
that should qerve not only as "mncouragement" te thé advanced West'
“uropean proletariat whc were ouiescent Hust bacause’ they had’ 1oet.
-Rather, the Taiping Rebelllon was ‘a mcdel that Marx hlmself refia ined
faithful enough to for 'a whole: dncade thereafter to bring’ it ‘into Capi-.
tal 1tself in ‘the Fetishism of- Commodities chapter, AND AT THE' END OF
HIS LIFE TURN TO ANTHROPOLOGY 'whereln he d;scovered new paths Of re-.
vplutlnn. _[ . ol
. You qulte correct;y state that P&R 1s ‘one’ of the three books that
represebt N&L's theoretlcal foundations, but how: ‘from that ‘ean you draw .
“the concluaion that® quppobedly Ch.7 'is not’ "'n the splrlt 6f the whole
bool "? You never'really explaxn thosé’ supposcc “conspxcuous amblgui— _
:_-P-'iee“ Bud do t....e time- out te rnﬁ_t-ﬂ Jeondescendingly speak’ of: nat deny- ' -
ing some. relevance Marx may. have for Africa, though, obviously, accord—m_
"'ing to your superior knowledge.not state~capitalism Whlch Raya also
develops in that chapter.
“Though' the’ séntence’ that prece&es “that’ 1973 amendment to the Cun-
titution: emphaﬂl”ed that these Lounqat1on works  are hot '“orcgrum_
because of' our desire te projéct the fact that we really are epan to
working with others, neverthaless, what needs to be" stressed here is
what'"contributlon"'to theoretic pxepqration for’ revolution feans. This *
“is the’ nub of the cruest:.on of what precisely is the premise"‘ of Ch 7 7882
of P&R. .
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Let s now 1ook .again. and- actually sea 1£ ch. 7. “falls short of the-
spirit of the whole -book," and,. see if: .the. ground can be cleared of . all. .
the ervors you committed net . aione ‘in method and g'asp of. the struct re
of: P&R,. but ~Just in the actual. facts.nf the African Revoluﬁonq. -The'
‘goound I rafer to is the. Harxlst-Humanlst ground which anyone, though, .
not a Marxi# wisanist Like vourseLf - must confront’ 1f he is at all.,

_setlous about revolutlonary traqsfo“matlon on. the nfrlcan cont;nent
and worldwide.u_ g : : :

The: form that Raya creates for Ch 7 more than any other d;scloses;
the contlnuity from M&E o~ P&R,. and’ from P&R to RLWLKM.';The cbjectlve"
“world. developments f:om the period of. M&F to P&R saw the emerging dig-

'cordance .between’ 1deology and: economic reallty in Afrzca
from Hegel's absolutes An-an-age! of Revolutlons to, the Phllo ophic ques—
tlons ‘being: raised from be‘ow in. the 19508 aga oF ‘auvtomation”
new . humanlsm. What Ch.-7 both *efleﬂts cf. the movement fron ‘M&F to

> P&R- and the movement within. P&R is. . the’ fact that : the: quest;ons of tech—'
noloqy and statemcapltallem poqed in the advanced West and East and if
could man be, free.from under the welght of hoth had to, be, nosed anew Jin
technologlcally ndckward Afrlca.- Moreover, .in 1958, when M&F came off
the press the dislectics of liberation of the. African revolut1ons had
barely begun with the Gold Coast. becoming Ghana.A - - S

AL decade later, the. genocldal war in Biafra whlch slaughtered two“_

mllllon people in two—and—a~half years to the tune of the euper—powersﬁ
contending; fox' economlc__nterestahln the 011~r1ch Riverine deltas’ and " ¢
for. geo-bollt <al pOSlthﬂ in hest Afr*ca became a-modern horrnr story_
that grows all the more tragic ‘when abstract. 1ntellectuals offer tie,
cosy demurrer. that “'Biafran. independence “rested ‘on” the hystaria’ cre-“_ﬁ,5.
-ated by.Ojukwy; and. .company. " Let's listen for'a. moment to a.letter v
fmm a: Biafran Marxist from 3_ns:_de the country at the height of ‘the war-
and Jjudge: for ourselves whether it is hysLerla ox. the pa551on for. free— _
"dom. we hea~..i1_ . - S, :

The qUa*rel between N;geria ‘and Blafra is 51mp1y a. quarnel
between Anglo-Amerlcan capltel and the progresszves of Eastern’

-,nger;a._ It is over oil and- marketa.= All ‘other 1egallst1c talk_

- about unity,; secession, etc., is so much eye—wash No group has
w1shed for secession: .more - than the. group, which Gown represents_ﬂ
e Northern Nigeria.. But the January ‘1966 coup by Major Nzeogwa |
et al scarad the 1mner:allsts stiff, hence they crganlzed the
couuter—coup by Gowon,.. _

"Cne last p01nt on Biafra. A revolution is going on, hereg
our struggle is not, just 'a war against massacre maniacs. Ours
is, strictly deflned an antm—lmperlallst strugglie’ against Bri—
tish.and American inveqtors who  are. merely using our Nigerian
" brothers as agents._ It:is prof;table to create- hatred., Recall

,‘how the -U.S5, uses the South Vietnamese. We also struggle agalnst;

"the shameless Soviet manifestations —- MIGs, rockets, etc. sent
-to an. imperialist cum feudalzst reglme in Lagoa.z some things

S Fnﬂeai—'h - o -11nﬁn--aq--\nn1nn- ceie

. "We, the- Biafrans, do not 1059 gight of the negative 1mpll—
cations. of secession, and we. pride ourselves on our long and-
dedicated afforts to build a strong, unlted Nigeria in the past )
But‘vhat«we have now resolved to. fight agalnst to the b;tter eq?ss;




No. trua progressive! fights -
-”fot a;unity-besed‘uu thea uprema -reactionli Wa.have: -vowed .. .
‘'to’continue this: struggle because our people Pave been greatlv
-brutalized and the . futuxe is:one of gloom, ualess we'are allowed .
our self—determxnﬁt:on. Above :all;  our-war: of: self—determina-,-“
‘tion has’ the revolutionary dimension of the- emergence of-a: WNEW
“SOCIETY —-"a progressxve black: people & republic: that: is- des-
. “tined ‘to play®a decisive role-.not only in. Afrlca;'but 1n tho»
'"wo;TG ~Whateter ‘the role may be- whether- in vietory ‘ox defeat::
.we' cannot say,. but to. ‘atruggle as Afrlcans ‘seeking. ‘self~-deter=::
_mlnat:on fox: Afrlceﬁls revolutlonary, for wa: stand alone w1th-k'
out polltlcal stppo*t from the outside etcept ;from. othersnfrl—,.
e . For usy - thereforp fo abandon. the flqht would mean to.a—
”bandon the revolutxon of ‘the masses..  Biafra is more! than: a,a
'government or a’ place-Jit is” an’ idea about freedom.; To- fight.
~for. it, perhaps live for 1t, *f ocne- is 1ucky, ‘is our: coqsamlng
: passion.ﬂ (11/1/68) - s . T A E

_ Could it escape anyone that cut of such’"new passions: and new o
fforces" ‘the single téxm . that- unites «Chil-and ]Ch.7 -is” sﬂlf—determlnatlon
as- ideas and. as nations. The question igs can- the'self—determlnatlon
of the Idea and of: ‘natiocns be seen. in their fullness: separated from each
other? Raya's :edlscove“y of-Hegel's absolutes -in .the 19505 -had. Hust -
intimated what meaning- the self—determlnation of the Idea would have '
‘a8 the struggles ‘for’ self—de*ermlnetzon in state—capltallst Eastern;-.#-
Europe ‘uafolded. "By the time the dialectic of liberation had drawn

‘into its’ current the” unoerdevelopeo Third World struggles against the
technologlca1ly ad"anced ‘West, rany Marxist. ‘theoratician who had.not . ..
_caught the concreteness ‘of ‘Hegel's self-determining idea of  freedom -—'
[jtne cogency ‘of absolute: ‘negativity for a "birth-time-of: historyli-- :
' had not “only moved: far awvay from dialactics but-away. -from. revolutlon.‘

o Lenin s1ngled out this type of Marxist-in. 1816 when he- summed up;-
his" the91s on self—determlnatlon of nations: "To Lmaglne that: soc1a1
‘yevolution is conceivable ‘without revolis by small nations in, the coe- -

. lonies and in Euroge...ls ‘to repudiate social ‘revolution....Whoever .1
expects - pure {smeial revolution will never .live to. see . it Such.

al person pays 1ip—serV1ce to- revolut1on w1thout understandlng what re—
“volutien is.” : - -

'In our period, the crisis in pn11050phy dldn't SO much mean search—'

~ ing  for new pathways to. ravolution -~ they were being blazed in every !
:fegion of the post-war' world, in developed ‘and underdeveloped lands.
- Rather, it meant, searching for a new theoretical environment, for. new
'strata of theoreticians to carry:on the nceded dialogue.to wWOTk. out’
7 the new: ‘dialéctic of- 1liberation that was emerging.. Today, we recog-,
_'nize what it meant to’ "discover a Frantz Fanon as. co-thinker. The.,
. Black CQnscioueness Movement's independent discovery cof Fanon in; 1976 .
e £ wmvnen L ._..'k__=_4- oh, 7 'h:-ﬂ g-im-ﬂaﬂ nu{--- S

T e e e bt

. However, the process and 1abor of getting to a. ranon in- the Thiro
wOrld saw a very rich aad: nrofound interchange notionly with..a broad.
range ‘of "intellectuols, 1nc1udlng Senghor, Azikiwe and: Nkrumeh -— whom,
inc*deqfallv, Raya nover accepted and made thet cleax opﬂnlyv—— hut
also?e %%%h youth groups in Senegal, Nigeria and: the Gambia. -The-
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.msame ig- true w1tn labor 1eaders anhd rank—anduflle wo*kers with* whom she
participated in: many demonstrat:ons,.one of which: should. havo especiallY
intérested: Ogokwe since it was with:- . ‘Hausa youth: in’ pack..of Zik's pal-

'.ace in: whlch all-the- oartlcir:ntS‘yelled K=la) 1oud aga;nst Zik,'that there ef :t

'fWas noway. for him hot- to herr ity T :
o oo Ivonically, that! ‘kind-of: thooretical- dialogue on dlelectics could
;:_not ba’ conducted with those: within’ the'“establlshed“ Marxist movement:

L representing: what Raya called: “Alternatlves" : Today itis as; if Raya L
—compel’ed o deepen that: aialogue with revolutionagz post-Mar. ‘Marxists
.o like Luxemburg and Len;n,'and flnds them wantlng when. measured"agaiHSt
e Ma:x s:philosophy. of- “revolutlon in permanence “and’ tﬁe new paﬁhways
‘he dlECOVered in his :last decade. RE b - vk

~In ‘the: 1960s and-70s. the- d;alogue had to be.cunducted globally
w1th thosa: fa ‘ced. with the dlalectlcs of -liberation. and the crisis of
_ the 'world ‘economy.. . This tock Reya to West Africa in 1962. . It was. in
this thaoretical: terrain that: philosophy: 4tself could be SubJecuﬁd to
absolute negavzty, if it wasn't to be. relegated to 1nte11ectua1 dis--.
-_course or merely hecome 3 "treat:se on the unlversal,! as Fanon noted
Thusg, you. have. only ‘to:think of . the- last three dacades of African
crevolutions,” which overni ight redrew the very geography of the world that

‘imper1dlism Had. o*iglnal 1y carved up nearly 100 years.. ear’ier, tQ Ssee
“whatvillumination . they. cast on Lenin's 1915 formulation ——‘"Man'f cog—;

nition ‘not - only reflects: the objectlve world but . creates 1t., 'uenln
. never - had the- chance to work  that-out, and. it. Lemalns -the: stoppxng '
gpoint of: today 5 Af:lcan,and Third World theoreticians. - ..

o It is true ‘that. ‘Lenin states this.as he approaches, the Absolute»
HIdea. and it is also trie-that’ everyone would :rather stress. method ‘than
the hbsolute Tdea: ‘whers method gets, so fully: developed as absolute ne—
gativity that it’ “intinates new stages ‘of ‘cognition.-—— the. ph11050ph1es
. of Nature {practlce) ‘and Mind (theory)._ Eowever, ‘it is precisely -here
-,.that ‘thé problem appears, .when' method gets degraded to belng nothlng

“more thaf’a "Ytoold" to ‘be dpplieds :

“:Hagaliéxplains that to grasp: ‘the dlalectzc as ‘method we “mast re—""'

"turn te-the absolute as: beglnning, -which while. defectlve, nevertheless,
R X - '“andowad with ‘the: impulse of self-development.”. I don't whether or
“’notTit is:necessary. to-stop’ hers  to -point cut th,t this, conception :
‘points: to. the integrality- of Ch.1l's Absolute Idea.as new’ beg;nnlno and
the "impulse of self- development” in the African revolutlons, despltef
“the derectlveness that is inherent: 1n all beglnnlngs, such- as.. neo —col-
) onxal;sm.. T R
AR Nevortheless, the key to. absolute method is that second negation
'ﬁie'th"”turnlng of’ the whole: developmnnt of  thought .and: revolution.;
i Bnything. distinmiishas vulgar. materialism from. Marx's dialec- .
tica’ mater1a1ism it is the relationship of first to second negatlon or
. absoluta- nagativity.. What Raya caughtin the Absolute Idea. and, recre-
_ates in RLWLKEM as Marx's *revolution in permanence" was that . attitude
'whlch ig stuck in £irst negativity only views: subjectivity as.a. pur-
pose, an end, for the negation of what is.. The dialectical att;tude
to Sbjectivity, ‘on the.cther ha nd, ~grasps- subjeotivity as the means
“through Wthh thae' second nagation, the- creation of the naew, is. brought
forth. The vulgar materialist never gets beyond the economic Feality
.and-his. attittde that tho aim of subjectivity is. the oppos;tion to that
reality. L . _ S 7885
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. From:-the Final part of the last’ paragraph on the Absc‘ute IGea:
rﬁegel then opens’ forth with such entirely new viatas ‘as Mfabsolute 11~N'
berat:on, “that, again, we axc aole ko recognize :from: ‘the vantage’ point
of:today's lilkexm tion struggles that’"ln this freedom.. -no- transltzon .
.takes place" ‘for "the passage is...to be understood: here- rather in- thls,
manner, ‘that the.idea. freely rplecses itself 1n 1ts ahsoluta se‘f-as— :
surance. and inner poise.,"” L REN -
Hegel's phlloscphlc summat;on aave hlS mlnd such af relaase andf
presclence in.sensing the- future in: ‘the’ present that-whomever. wouldo .l
,dismls- - Heael's Absolute Idea :asithe: proﬂuct of a2 pre«technolcglcali
age only proves. thereby that they have- stcppec at the Logic: and not’ en-"
tered_the ‘Philosophy of Mind.. For. this ‘iz what Hagel states. in' para-¥ﬂ
526+ "The labor which. thus: beccmew more: 1hstract tends on_ one hand by-.
_ its unlformlty to make .labor easiex =nd 40 :increase- production” <=— OR.i.-
. another to limit each person te o single kind of technical skill, -ond
_thus ‘prodiuce more unconditional dependence on the ‘socizal -system. The
" skill itself becomes .in this way mechanical,” and’ gets the CdpabllltY
of letting the mzchine take the place of human labor.- P
. ‘What compels us' to turn to 'Hegel's .zbsolutes are. ‘the proletarlan
-:lstruggles ‘in‘the technolcglcolly developed West and Fast as wall ‘as the'
-_natlonal struggles ‘in~the pre—techncloglcal ghird- ‘World.- What is co="
gent for today's: Third . World- reality is that. having reached: the . ulti-
mate in‘ ‘technological development on-a.world-scala,: the responses Of
the masses in- the pre-tpchnologlcal Thlrd World economies lllumlﬁatES‘
altogether new almensions in" the Fegellan dialectic.  Inseparable,. how=..
ever;”frcm'what one s age illuminates is 'its hlstorlcal limitntions --

LA

“Q:which bdth'creates tne concrete tniversal and exhausts it; thus, nakingl

lmperatlve-the naed to return to the dialectic "in and for: ‘itself," to.

F_work out-the new: unlverbal whlch w111 becomc concrete through "ne_apas—
s;cns and new forces," L

& “What' the admlnlstfatxve mentallty ot the African 1nte11ectua1“h35'

'-disclosed is'a Feue'bachlan,-ccntemplatlve attitude to reality: in: which .

t=c1ence -and - technology ‘ars Acgarded as Gubject at the expense: of the
self—devehonlng African masses..  In the Third World & new. beginﬂiﬂg can’
not -bea’ made from technology any more than the capltalist can- expect a.
_machlne 1ather than the’ llving laborer to produce surplus value in the
indastrialized Wést and. East.’ A’ new beginning can- only. be made from,
~“the Subject’ who has created tbe new "rea11ty of thc nation! ln the
”hird YWorld. S :
The admini stratxve mentallty of the Afrlcan intellectual takes the

- empirical’elements of technological bac ckwardness as the real,: ‘whereas.

_ the dialectic discloses the categories of Freedom, Subjectivity,- . Self-

e*c'm;nat ion;ote. as the method by which to- Complehend objcctive re— .o

-allty and. change it. - Through- the-dual movement of these categories: and”.
_ the masses we arrlve at . a new subjectlvxty and a new stage of. cog-
"nxtlon that’ hags absorbed the objective stage from’ ‘which: it issued. The-
,_ddministratlve mentallty is not so.much an’ atult ide . o cbjectivity as
“it is an attitude to self-developlng subjacty -
. Because the Absolute Idea ia not a gystem but the method of cogn1~
“tion for ‘an epoch:of freedom struggles, the legic nnd scope of. Marx s
Capital. too didn't stop at the tcchncloglcal Jest but extended te-the.

a pre—technologlcal world. Marx subsumed v"go-called primltive accug?é




"tlon" wlthzn Part 7's .absolute- general law of: Caplt alist accumulatlon.
: -Th;s isiwhat he took. exceptlon to in: hlS crithue of Mikhallovsky and -
i what“he returnesd: to- in his EN. - SR

“Infacertain sense,:wa mlght have alscerned the relat;onahip between'

Hegel's ‘absolutes: and-the: non-capitalist world: i Marx®s-being- able to

: _break more- defxnltlvely with class;cal political economy H{wherein. he,

discovered labor as subject in the technological world). than he was- ..

"sbleto break-with'the’ Hegel*an ‘dialectic - {whose-self-determining: Idea
- continued to/reappear as the self-determination:of-naticns. once, on a. S
... world-secale)’ capitalism had-extendad:itself to. the. nre—technologlhal

turn: to Hegpl. “It-isn't aceidental-then that. his next: return--to Hngel

' was for the 1857-58 _Grind zisse which goes into both technology, and: pre-

capltallst economic: formations- following ‘the Talplng Rebellion;. that .-
the. 18605 return was made as ‘he restructuraed Cagltal under the. 1mpaCt
of the Americen Civil War and' its pre-proletarian .Black, dimension; then

r-fbllows his 1870s 'return with the new French adition of Capital -in tha"
pericd of the’ Paris Commune and Criticue of the Gotha Programme- and in

tho 1880 ‘onh both ‘Hagner ‘and -in the EN he. kept repeating.- "dialecticslL®

2% Furthermore, the 20th century has shown that  the broader extension

fof capltalism ‘into the ‘pra-technelogical Third World means a. greater

technologlcal conrentrstieon.in the: developed lands. . However, the ad-
m;nlstratlve mentality characterizes that attitude which arxges in. .5
"‘both: to 1mmedxate1y "organize¥ the results of the revolution, because it
sees no “further need for dlalectical.development ¥et, it is preczsely
‘at this" turning point of the. second negatlwiaof having achieved : ‘the re—:
“volution, ‘that we enter the realm ‘of- the self—l;berat;ng BubjeCLlV1tY

;of ;he Phil. of Mind. : - ;

Indeed,, .this is the prem;se, -ground and - totallty of ch 7. and the:

”fwhole ‘of | P&R for it is .so: concrate. for. our age. and couldn't even have

been’ that conerete for tMarx: who had broken off on the. absolute - ard pro-
mised to’ return.- I'® referring.to : those last three syllogimms in .
‘Phill "of-Mind. " Had Uguakwe botherad -to ask himself how does it happen.
that ‘in’ that- very last ‘'section.on Phil: of Mind Raya gave it the sub—.
heading “Hovemeht from Pract;ce’" it would. be. clear, that she Was, say—'
cdng:t it isn't ‘that we are “smsrter” than the. founder of revolutlonary
Marxxsm ~~ Marx -- but thet the movement from practice characterlzlng
our-age ‘wasn't present in Marx' s and it is- proc1se1y Ch.9 on "New ras-—

.siong and Mew Forces" which:made us so smart, and-thus 1a our: challeuge

1_to work out’ philosophy as action for age.

Therefore.'whgt 1ust1f1es beginning with- thp most ahstract 1n P&R._
i e, Wwith Hegel's -absolutes,. is what- necessltatud endlng BLJLKu_with
‘"19805 View". The "1970s view" of the decade of the '60s that naces-
sltated beglnnlng Mabstractly! with: philosophy. has- often. been attr1u;5_
buted to. thﬂ_nﬂed +0 . fi1l: the theoretic void:at the. core of. the ‘608!

activism. However, maklng the beginning with philosophy was also ne—:

- cegsary’ for the future when the abstract suddenly- could bacome the con-

Hegel calls this the.Idea of rhilosophy. This process unfolded in: a.

‘succession of revolutions in the Third World in the 1970s and 1980, from'.

"'88’7

_5Third World},, It iz true that while’ Marx comnterposed: classxcal pollF,'“ .
;tlcal economy to Hegel's de—hum:nizatlcn of .the Idea, his brezk. wnth
classical polltlcal economy ‘was complete.. He,! hOWEVEr, ‘eontinued to’ xe—

- erete universal., 1In the-finsl syllogism (para.577) of thoe Phil. of Mind




SOuth A‘-‘r:.ca to Iran to N.‘.caragua, -and :.n the dnveloPed state—capital—'
lst world, from Portugal to EPoland,’ :
Bepzuse Ch.l's' catagorzes in P&R are not’ exhausted in a 91ngle

'readlng or bw a given ‘period; it may help ue grasp: RLNLKM.u The "Idea

:_of PhilOSQphy" always’ presents 2 new set of: categorles once a new stage
Liss .reached and- the . old categor;as provc 1nsuff1c1ent foThis ‘also allows:

-for ‘a, discavery of .new moments in. Marx which lead to" a new - subjectlve/
objectlve vantage pcint from which: to’ v1ew hlS phllosophy, e.g., Marx ..

‘and the Black wcrld, Marx s concept of moman, Marx s theorv ofﬁorgan1—3

zation,: -

Lt Nnreover;kzt i=n'* that u_geT'ﬂrnb solute Mothod nontalns only . ab—w *}
stract un1Versals._ Rather, ‘it is the process by which ‘the’ ‘mind:formg.
notions of ltself .and experlences the self~determination o those notions

“as- its drive to freedom. {This Lenln noted when he wrote that‘"”he form-xff

ing’ of abstract. nations already includes. consclouqness of 1law . go that
the- 51mp1est form:ng of notions (judgments, syllogisms, etcl); qignl—
fies ever deeper knowledyé of objactlve world connecti ons.. ‘Hera is the
51gn1flcance of the Hegelian Loglc. .. Whether it was: Fanon s’ conclu—f
‘sion that natlonal consciousness was to be found in-the African pea-. .
santry, ‘er Raya S aesc“lptlon of whole villages "to'a man; woman - and
child". turnlng ‘out to dlScuss the political- destiny - of ‘indapendence, or’
the mass character of the BCM and its organizaticnal principle of -con-
sLlfatlon —— _the . forming of’ the . "abstract" notion of the naticn. is at
once the’ subjective drive of the selfndetermlnatlon of,hhe nat;on.v Aand -
that drive and conOC1ou51pss is continent-wide to thlv day. in- Africa.
Iin’® nther ‘words; - Hoaal's doctrlne ‘of the Notlon is- the revolut;onary
POllthB of today's freedem. Etruggles because- as method ik paralle‘
the .masses overcoming the onposltlon betueen subject and object, theory
and practlce,_ldea of .the nation and the realltv of colon1a11sm and’ :
neo—colonlallsm, anthhe division betwesn méental and mrnual “1nbor.

i Neo-colonialism and "home. .rule"” could hot. have so rapldly asserted
_themselves had not the integrality of ideology. ond economic policy pro- .
“vided the point of éntry for the-contend;ng poles of world capitalism.
‘And; where the original attractlon to Marxism which emergad. out of the-
initial’ unity of the Afrlcan intélléctual and masses bhacanme trans._-umd

" into "Nkrumahism" and an abstract rather than concrete African social-

dsm: following. 1ndependence,_the separat;on cf leaders from masse was.
cenonized as the state plan from above.

' Of course, there 'is omething more than the 1nter«c1ass rlvalri-s
.of the native and foreign bourgesoisie propelling Ugokwe's reversal of
theory ‘and- rcality. ¥t is his attitude to the African masses: - "That
the 'African revolutions opened up a new page in the  dialectic of ‘thought
as. welt as in world history' was possible only in the sense that they

wwere devoid ‘of ‘class struggles.' The preoccupation with “€he new nations

obscured the manifestation of the 'half woy dialectic' within the mass
.movement." As stated earlier this is not simply a disagreement. over

_;the facts, but a retrogreasive doparture from the very prcmise, ground
Cand tctallty £ Marmlgtuﬂam“.ium. Co R
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~“hiad worked with other organizetions’ in the. Black co nnunity-4suchna§
 Black“United Apainst’ Genéeidé ands ¥RIPP-~this:summor’ Rark and:’

.- Gene producng‘n”l aficton th'e Mew: ‘edition "of Ambrican F;V1llzatlon

“(on T#ial for dirad t‘albtr1but1nn iw the B!ack comaunity. . From: RER

~regular-. ftrﬂ eticornar Jdistribrutions. ':c\ ha-thc5u can. "r1se'rcgulnr'

mcetxn s. in tha Blackicornuaity on the now editien of -

‘timeiwban Black ycubn have. shown theasclves urw11111= to follqw any’.

) established leads Tship,: Riack or whxtc,_*thuathw vyt likeration: ‘dis -

“T-eleséd in the new edition of‘ACOT becomes' Jconcrate: uay to: “urther“
.wnrk in- the ! lackidlnenslcn -

i kacW1sc, tha acthltlcs at thn cannuq hau now dlﬂcRSIﬁ{S.‘JSH
two study.: TTOuURS Wore- hc‘d. 2t a1 State” L& durinyg the.year, oo an
“Part  11I-5f RLELMPR and cnother on: Bart:.1 of PER . Theso study. oroupsfr
‘Were: procedcd by numurous neetings sponsorcﬁ By . Ev ourselves: o pansl’
d15cuss11 on’ thc Labaneon cris ‘4'"ﬂuutlnb on Gud»qral ~€aaturing. -
danUula Saqu1u, nary: Jpcnhino ‘on’ hWer Mexico 'trip, Jnha Alann- talklng on
Martin Lutﬁur_ ting and” th Black: 1'u‘.mlt taday, Peter-speankingawith
draft resister 9“V1d Wayte oen thao new anti- mxlltﬂrlsm.“ While this-
year's_ campus. ‘discussiofs’ Were nore dintegrated with ‘1ocal netings:
‘€han: be~ore,xw~|57111 miwaitoichl Rind aforganizational growth 'théke tha:
“the UT°GHCY of “the ‘times dounand. L"LA on: th¢ nther ‘hand, . waéhave
.not succoeded inestablishing: 2'r“"uld“ pTC sénc ¥ desp ltu tnu'fact )
© that Rdya's Iecture 'there was well. nttended.’ 9Jne ¢ way to achieve more.
-organizatianal nrescnce\there Aexi year: cnn- b* tnroun g surles uf’”
meetlnws on "W ra 3nd thﬂ Thzrd‘“orld."‘ R S e
It is tne Thl“u Jnrl 'w1th13 t is cnuntr},—specificully,theﬁLatinog'
dlmon“lCﬂa which noeds most dﬂvcicﬁﬂ"ut by.-the . local, This . year the :
partz;xpwt1on of daria in local aetivitioss conmlbuteu the d1non51on5 .
not only of Latina and woman but also of high schoe youth. “Her T
~attraction? to 'iarxist-Humanism, which is on.the b3515 of our-ideas 25
much ‘ns our activitioes, testifiocs teo - the kind of youth we are looking.

for in- the -19R84's., As a' local-we have been. sgtive -in all Central
cAmerican solidarity cvénts, involving some met ‘from them in.local
’activitiab} but ‘the zrcatest need is for cdnnection with the Latine”
dimension north:of the border,. Oue way ue ean berin. is with more

*egul:*::cd-' rk with loticias & Chrtas

e

the Labor frcnt; thiﬂ'h"q'dlsv'bycn a year nf new do velopngnts, :
devclopment dictated by the changing osbjective sitnetion, 35 major B
‘plants €losed and uneaplavmant ‘became tha central concern.. We re-
sponded with Unecmployneut Linces ncowsletter and regular distributions’
at.unecmplaovment  offices, whicl resulted in copy for the paper and -
significant-sales by Folix Hartin and othors. Another objsctive chanse
in capitalist production--the crontion af n mobile labor force--was’ e
v felt right within the locenl, as Ned was compolled to move to OQklahoma
et work in the G plant there. . ¥ed has continued to correspond with
the -local, ‘aad these Conmunicaticns can prove halpful in stimulatlng._ﬂ
" the follow-thrsugh to our lahor distributiens here in such a way as
Ltn hrinL war&ura frun thor tu 1scnl nectings. : S oo

: “Whers sounc limxtatlou« in sur workine with the books, cspLC1a11y
REJLMPR ampoared, wns with the woments liberation nmevemant, This is -
noet to sy xmportant work was not doane, nor that major =2ffort by the
-1o¢el in mocoting wemshn (gspcc;;lly by ilichelle) was nat done. The
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‘women partic;r“te¢ in «avernl wh nuct1nL, and” cnnforcnces, haV1ng
s;uakers from the. podium in-sevral. of therm. - %ut tic faet that. women”s'
liberation: is: the centervaine. 2f th ¢ new hook has. not- hecnrcflected

A;gwgttcndanco pEinew women e1the"1t tha locnliar. the wnn“n's
committas. Clﬂarly,\wnA_rc still learning how teo work wit 7

in‘a craatlve naﬁncr,< spec*al’y 1ntearatin: Pmrt II An w;:h'Parts*
I 21d III. : . o ‘ o U :

new: fora has boen by the comr"dcs of F :

CAfro-Asian Revelutions’ pamphl;; in Fars . pa Sb‘Ve:Qn
lit mbles, shoun by: the new meetings htﬂrtﬂd bv E&A; that n1nph10t
at USCY " Thesc mectings 1nc1udr';cnd1n"s frem the new book as‘wcll
as. from iarx's -last: decade. They .~v~»helrﬂd rcncw‘lntercs

“from suctions of the Iranian-student’ compunity as:wcll asa .
formur Sy1DﬂtJ15 rs tc renuw theix Te latlenﬁ Wi

-L.,uhat we hnvu 1earnad from th e yc 1F. pas: 15 taa*'b*iﬂ* roo~hd
in phllﬁaophy, in ide a5, 1n What ve- JTe for docc Lndccd pen new - -
“doors of conmmunication with others..  This, dous not meaa tﬁat 1ead> to
autowmatic pecceptance of nur. idans by the. "sutsxu‘" Rather, it means"
“what, is ‘arucial..at this ‘staze . is -t find thost wotk .a,'xnvellectualg,”_
"and movencat -activists. vho are-thirsting for.a new kind. of crbanizatzon,
en¢ that - transcends: the -limits. of- 3cst—uhrx anx:sn w1thﬁut being
“independant of {arxy Finding such persuns: rcqulrcs nst only "sunnnrt
Zaétlons" but-eritiesl action, actisn that prcsept s what: He. are fnr. ;
As We ente* ;thelactusal Constifivionnl -Convsntion, we will® ba abso;blpg
anew the unlquc Cﬁﬂtxlbu“lcﬂq nf Marxist-Tumanism. “This willh give
“uz..the ‘ground o "sn work with the-fozces ok ravnlt as-to truly winr
‘the ‘new - klnu ot member sur Pﬂrspcct1v &5 Gew1ﬁd G




CHICAGO LOCAL ORGRNIZCR'S REPORT

The work ‘of the Chicago Local this year can be viewed hy 1coking at. 3 periods- B
) l) From the” Convention to the. month—long visit by the Natior.al co-organizer, R
M:.chael Connolly,’ and soon after that tho Expanded RER meeting of Jan. 1.° 2} Fx-‘om
the Expaned REB to’ tha Tour ‘itsclf, including particulariy theé Local's stm-“P
meet:.ng with Rava -3 Frcm thc 'rour to thc Cor\stitutxcnal Convention. o

We began almost iu-.med:.atly on our return from the Conventlon to imbark on’ the
Organi..aticnal pexspectives of “"Have ' 'rhmb s WilY kavel"--indeed, some’ hau begun .
_even ba fox:e .tha Convention=-where thoso involved: founﬂ that . there was ho way’ one .77 -
cculd set” up a lecture m.thcut grappling w:l.th tak:.ng respcnslbility ‘For prcjecting_ N
-RLMLEMPR.  What had to be worked cut for' each meeting was v.hat we 'could bring’ to ’
life in- RIWLSMPR for each person we were mceung._‘ For all tha varied people we.
talked to we found: t‘nat RI¥LSMPR provided not only a point of, discusaion, bt in
many cases, confrontat:.on with post-Marx Marxists. Wa arranged 6" 1ec"u:cf-'- fox -
Raya in’ the Midwest including cur own. Even if one locks’ at the'3 ‘aniversities -
where we weren't able to get a2 lecture, the contacts na:ln and tne d:.scuss:f.cns th:.t_ :
tcok place., may well hcar fruit sometime in’ tho fut.ure. :

Tbe vigit of the National Cn—Organizer helpczd tc focus our work on’ the tour
“and’ :.n tha. Loeal :.tsclf._’ Fra'ﬂ\lin 5 antl-ruclear work tf;ok a aarfcrent diraction -
and, after Raya's Tour, becmmne cven mere of a cnncentraticn on the I'!arx:.st.-H\..man-' v
‘izt contribution to the Youth movement. It was Michael who suggestcd ‘that David ’
and 'I‘erry subm:.t abstract.., s Which were la*e*,accepted, to the 5th Annual 3rd world:
Confexrcence., He broughl: ug new ideas for our’ ‘work on Tcampuses’ and the contribut:.on*r
_to the Guatcmala’ pamphlet frem fstoy was the result of a nuggestion from Michael -
“and very creative follow through by David Park. "It + was during Michacl’s vieit
that Exica expanded her work in the Latin dzmension and Beth's “work'at Aqar began
in earnest. Michael helped give the local a form to begxn thinking of ‘ouz” work in
terms of the. four. forces of revolution including--—cspa-ially for: Chzcago—-the Latin |
d::.mens:.on. In one short nmnt..'l aftcr Michac‘ 's vis...t came the January 1 ‘REB. B
I th:.nk that th:.s niew heamnmg for the organizauon was not caught ;medlatly_
by ‘most in’ thé x.hicago ‘Local with the pﬂss*ble exception of David Park and Exical
That this is true can be seen, I think, from Raya's Hay-Sth letter ‘where’ she po:l.nts
cut’ the contradict:.on in the develepmont ‘of the Chicago Loeal where Pavid Fark's
magniflﬂunt""tit\lde ta, and work on, the lecturc Tour could res ult in Ch*cngc an'
both sub—-center and David's clcctlcn to the NEB:; while at the same time wo had”
v:l.rtually no outsidcrs at our lecal Tcur sum-up’ meeting‘. " This was also evident in
“the failure of ocux Preposed non-compus study group in. REWLSMER that was to con- =
" finue the work: and contacts Michaecl had begun., Ve had' tc nabandch it after tha ™
sec.ond meet.i.ng when nc non-members showed up. It wns in this same pcriod ‘that' wa
began a study grcup on RIMLSMPR at theo Univers:.tv of Ill:.nois at Chicngo (UIC)
thg.t d:.d becoma serious and ongoing.
. 'I‘hc Tour, 1nc1udan‘ ‘especially tha sum-up mecting, wag a new bcginning for’ the_
Loc.u..--' Becauso David Pork and T wrote a vory detailed lcttor on tho Tour itself,
T won't go.into it again here. What is :.mpurbmt. to stress 1s' that Raya preught .
" Marxist-Humanism to Chicago in a way not done before. ‘Thosoe who heard thosce lec-
tures - could sce that this new view of Marx was bcinq presaonted and devolopcd by
. a Marxist-Humanist.” 'I‘his had an impact on all our work. ® After the tour our activ-
ity in Chicago took on new breadth and dapth ns vie tricd to werk out in cur activ-~
“ities-Philoscphy as: grvund for orjnni‘.aticn not. scparated frem Philesophy as: foreo
for froodom. It was aftor tha Tour that,our work at UIC dcepened so that the
sacond chnpter of our study qroup. this. time on HEF and sclacted readings frem Marx,
now includes six non-mombers. who axude a fenuine excitemont shout the readings. —
Thrnr.s of  thcse menbara were in the first UIC study group and wanted to ccntinuo ‘tho
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xelationship. - What was now after the Tour, was the: study grcup.meant not only.an
 cpportunity to learn sbout Marx on your lunch. hour, .but a way £o delve into the
Marxist-Humanist contxxbut:.on. B This is txue as well.of-the new pnrtic:.pants.;pne‘

| young . woman history, s..v.dent who camg .on; tha. basis of pavid's’ leaflat, for’ example,

. said that she Loved, &P becasie’ she felt that, after 21l her. history classes, thig! " .
“is. rnal history--histcry .she had never lcmrned An collego.; This study grovp’ crntin—"
ues - to grow with a8 youngﬂ.-oman who wc mpt 1n our wm:k with zmother UIC orqmization, .
join:ng us next week.- . R

e Sc:veral'“cf the peoplc invol.md in’ ur studg group are also act!.va with the
L UIC Ccmittee An Support of EL Salvador and Central America.. Onc could a.hnost sa_{
It

‘but al.l :mvolved ate mecting F.arxist—Humam..,m ana sceing at aach mcetmg..the. @LEf -
erence between us an other. groups ba that RSL; workers hcrld the Marxist z.en:inists
"or the CP. ‘W‘hat is c-.xciting about this youth work is that ma-xy of the peoplc we. |
are meet:l.ng are Aactivists who are alse open. anr'l interestoed in Ldeas.; Franklin mad
sure 'that’ hc;became part’of this youth work by joining. the stuldy. group; a.nd it is
frun these two group..»'that we hope o br:.ng pecple to our .Convention. ~
.Our . work with the Ldin da.mt_ns:.on has not ".\mited :.tsﬂlf to- the UIC campus.
‘What is absolutly new. for the Chicnqo Local is the inroads we. hm»'e mnde since the
Tour in . that dmensicn which in Chicago, which has the ard largest taktin population
Ain the. U. Ses can not be. unc.erest:.mated. $hat we found when .we had cur puh11c meet-
ing in P:Llsen a mastly Mexican neighborhood, ig that we have much work' 8till to |-
do; hut thern is no. questiorz that we have made: a ber.'xnm.ng. To get a. fuller’ pic=
ture; of begi.'mings mac.e, EFeo David park’s’ iead article in the June N&L. N what we
. have also lesrned £rom. cur work in this zrea.and Euqene. 8 meeting, is an apprecia— :
“t:l.on for what Marxist-numan;_sm has to offér as so much’'of the support organizat:.ons
do.not’ meet, ‘either:in activ;.ty or theory, the movement from practice of the wnrk—
ers/peasant,./:tnd:.ans/women in Guate_mala, EL Salvadcr or m.caraqun.

: In f.—..ct, ':Lt is our wérk with the Black' and _Latin d_imenslons in Chicago that’
poses. ong. of | our nost difficu:lt challenges. " What we are facing iz scme of the same
attitudes ‘that vere so. prevalent in the 1960s, that’ is,. the primacy of activity so,
that pl-iloscphy is not only not t'rcund for organization, but is not even what gives
al7 the act.:.v:.ty, activ:.ty 'g.r-tiva.ty a’direction.’ - Certainly - the :mecx'tance of PER
is appxent as strategy and’ tactics bcccmes all and what Raya gaid in her Jan., T
_ REB prasentation, and what Dav;d Bark singled out in, his’ presentation to the ch:.cago
" Local.on. Mikes. Orgenizaticn r.cport, 'is kev: "In each decadd, tha book moved beyond
“the 'au courant'~-that.i& to say, it untic:.p.nted the future in tlm present,” once

the movement Erom p*actice emerqed as a form of  theory’ itself. Thue the new.in
Marxism and Frecdcm was not just state-capitalism but Marxist-Humanism. . In a word,
it delved further intc what was new and develeped it theoretically to the peint of
philosophy. It is high time For us t& project that, just’ thet. Until we do g0,
the elltists will have it over us by sticking to the Party toworing over phxlosophy
beeause, supposedly action is not within ph ilcscphy s province which thereby en—
t.itlos &ne tc: 'lceder-ship cver the, nmesses."

x

ST is for somo oF thesc reasons that our work :I.n ‘the Blnck dimension has not
bean as deep as wc wish although wo have made. soma how contacts and are trying new
things. Wo haZ one meoting where wo shared cur platform with 2 Black ccvmmunity
activists who had vorked cn the Washington election; and we arxe projgcting a meat-

" ing aftex’ the Conventicn whore Harry, whe will have hed the experience of par'c:.c:.-'
pating in the. March on Washington. and wr:rking with the very now ACO‘I'. will speak
with a young Black wcman wo know frem UIC who will also havao: p‘.rtj.cipatcd in the
march. I den't want to go into dotnils on the 3rd World Cenference as we reportaed
on it at the time. HMost &f our work in tho Black d{imension has been with individ-
. uals.’ Wca still have plans to follcw up on thu: young Blcu:k woman prcfessnr: who
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chaire'.i ’x‘erry 8 workshop at the .srd Wox.‘!.d Ccnference and shewed an interest in
Marxiat-!{umanism.. s T T

S $ He ha.ve done most of cur women's’ liboration work at 'ccnférenceis'ahd'htive
".-definitly helped the new ‘bock’ and Raya beccmie kncwn.  WOLEf' spoke. on the feminist.
'dimension of - Rosa Lukemburg for the’ ‘Chicago Rrea Woman's’ H:l.story Oanference where '
~we sold A number of ‘the new books and this same qroup wants 'l‘erxy t5 “speak. in Hay.---

on Wcmen After Revolut;on in tran ‘and z_mbabv.e, a talk whxch wal r-erta:.nly be S
: grounded in RLWLSMPR. 'Jan con&ucted 'I:hc battle cf ideas’in a so-callad ":emin* st
antliropology study group;. &ud, thréugh our UIC study’ group. 3nd Rayals Tour,. Perry
.“.was asked - to speak in a ha.story class on’ Shiela Rowbotham's, "Hidden from HisStory.

T ferryls ‘;alk at the only: uorkshcp on women at’ thé er World Con:ers..nce brought-an - -
aud;ence‘cf .50° anc. helped the new work w be’, knom in that :.uxporatant conte-:t. ‘The -
Natmnal Women® s St.udles Associaticn wag anothcr opportuni!:y for. us' s} progect t:he
new hook o' the academic women 5 mcvement——a part of . the WLM that has all 0., often .
trigd “to' ignore the’ cc.ntrlbutions of Marx. and would, ce tainly try anc'l treat R.D as a
non-person if" thOY could. We ara showmg t:hem they can't end findinq women inter- -
'ested in our 1deas at’ the saxue time. :

Beth's work at Agar hae- baerd Gur most pers'stant ard mportant-. co-xtr:.bu— ’
tion to the work with labor'in Chicago. The plant.closings at Schwinn: decimated
our contacts and wo have, at least for, ncw, abandoned our a:.stributz.on tht.re. .
What "is’ exc:.t:.nq tf-. see is how, Beth can develcp hersalf as a wr:.ter and -how the .
Agar Supplement can evelve into a very o::gan:a.zat:.cnal document. . That work at ‘Agar’
and with’ the Supplement is part ‘of our work in-the. Latinadxmz.nsion and At has '
hélped both Erica and Eranklin evolve as more conf:.c_ent !:ranslators zmd their pagr-

) tic:l.pation ‘on the distx:.bu‘_mnq, ktogethe.r with Harry 5,. Jane and Jan ‘s have creat—
ed a distribution team that Agar workers look forward to sceing. once 'z month. -RAs
-Beth heard from a supervisor ccomplaining about those "damn ccmt.n:.sts"- A1l t:he
. -workers are reading that paper and  -asking me.questions -that I can't answer.”
: Jane and _Beth will now he. working together.on the: hgar _Supplement wh:l.ch
C will give it a’ naw charactar. . Thcre 4s no guestion: -that, we- wculd like our; work. in
'thc 1abor dimensmn to erpa-ui next year. N Lo .

s

T As wn try and ..num-up this past year so that we can. beg:.n anew at the Ccn-

vention’ :.tself, many challenges confront us. We néed to work out what it means -to

" be’ sub-contcr. . We.made A good beq_nm.ng w:.th "Have Thumb, Hill, Tra.vel"rand the -

-Tour. ' The. prcbh_m that confrents :us now. i hcw to develcp . that beginning when we
have yet to f£find those cne or two pcople in. each locality whe-would help us- ‘create- .
a ccr.f_inuity with Marxa.bt-—Humanism/Ch:Learo as sub-center. e want to. daepen our :

: :.'r:elat:.cnsh:p with all the Eozces as Reasen. in Chicago. " In th:.nklng ©of this we need’
to ask ourselves have we usod NSL to.help us? In looking at'the REB minutes of
July 19 What leaped off tha page at me was Peter Mallery saying “Each undistributed
paper ‘is a laid-off organizer." In putting togother a years packets of N&L for

' our local, I literally, had just thrown away hundreds of "laid-off organ:.zers who

“were becoming a storage problom. . Xf wa follew what happened with the articlc David™
did on Istcry, ‘wa see it is not only how his axticle diffored fromi what the Pacific
News Service plcked up from thae same spet_ch, but how we ueaed it and the. Guatcmala
pamphlet to show our £riends . what wo mean’ that the mowment from practice is itself
‘a form of thaary. We ‘need tol “Find nnr‘ create ncw plnces to distribute N&L-as well
as use it so cr eat.:l.v:.ely in other arcas. We as well nced to pick up ‘the gap in our’
bookstora literature distributions that has developed since Jane and, hcltf 50

creativoly organizod bockstorc respcn.:ib:.li*y before the Tour. -

. What 1s very difficult, but is as wail the only activity that is going tQ

~ help us.in all our.concrete tasks,  is working out tho way rhilosophy’ becomes qround

- for organization, To help us we have MGF, PSR, RIWLEMPR as well as all our archivaes,
that 15, a summation of not only the tctnlity of Marx, but a u.mmat::.cn of Marxist-

Humam.sm as wel .
--Tcrry Moon i '?89 1
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: The ac 1vities of Ma*xist-Humanists in the’ Bay Area for tbe pagt year

L can. bo vlewed aé 'hefore" and "azte*" ‘the national lecture tour. CAfter 't
" éonvention: 1dst _yeay, although we did not-travel. too fax geographically, e
‘d1a ‘engage académics and’ activists on & 'number of. canpuses (Santg Cruz, SF
_State, .Stanford and Berkeley) in discuseing RLWLKN,witb thea
rﬁViews and ‘lectures. Ve also attended many ‘sonfervences and meetings, (Amerl-
‘gan’ Sociological Association, National "Black Studies,mUﬁSS, to name only.a £ i
to"publicize" the ‘trilogy. 2 sales and as’ crallenge Hhere it was) not; possibkﬁ_
. to have 11t tables; we took the flcor, and ‘through thsse, activities wa did :
“neet’ “a’number of -intellectuals, hogtile asiwell as Triendly.. L I¥ reh ins for’
'us to" continue this kind’ ofhattlaof 1deas, for whi 1e the ! trilogy, ‘and’ RLHLKM. :
JAn. papticular, hdve been widély. ‘placed by Qs in Rookstores here, and. irdividunl
-sales continue, we. atill sant to create the guwallty of forum that i3 possibla

in the Bdy Area, ds an: "acadento~uulbural® millieu,. We: saw this. nped in . the.?r
fact that, desplte good "sales" prior to the lecture, we:.didn't secure any
serious outside rpports ’or *he lectuzes themselves s e

The foens: of the whole 1ocal on the tour also concentratnd our presence o
.on the Bérkeley ' canPJSI 4o have rsgular 1it tableasj. to atfend many and, varied
polltlcal and acadenmic neetings; £o ‘have 1oca1 mestings on - eamnpus at least’
*once ‘a ‘month”(including Black HistoZy Month, IWD, and on Mexlco). " The ‘test
reésulta of ecdmpus work came with follow +hruu°h from the 1it tables, whuther
-ag the contact which led to Slavic Studies lecttre sponsorship and’ for the
“Mexleco’ trip, or the opportunity to meet and talk with etudents aﬁd with
Mlddle East activists. -

The 1npact ef the natinnaﬂ tour and’ pre—convention discubsion has p*o— T
“vided a different way to look at-our eimpus work'in relation to the tour,™
:, Among the 1254 who® attonded "Huiya"s Berkeley 1ectuxe were many whcm we ‘knéw
“‘already, who. had bought RLWLKMN--and yet we faced. many protlems in a sericus”
follow-through there,  ‘That has made us leock agaln at what was +the nature of
Courcangus relationsblps before “the lecturet ‘on-the éve of the lecture in par~
“tloular, how were we ‘briuging- together the "activity" at’ Berkelef {which i
figured so prominently 4n* the April N&b lead),  our own history and phi 1osophi-
~eal action:dn’ the period ‘of the FSM. which "produced" ‘that pamphlet durlng the
;lecture four by Raya:then, uand the 1933 lsclure 1tse1;"~uue crly Marx centen=-
ary event held at-Berkeley campus this yeéar? Thus while’ ‘we dld: increase our
‘campus ;activity. focusing on.the- “teur, we have been reconsidering ‘how * the tour
can’ point ‘to-a-new dfrection +here next year, particularly Es we want to gain .
a gserlnus perlphery within the new generation of. Berkeloy youth, L.e. actual
studonts. ) o

. The- an+1—nuke/hnt1-war movement 13 uhere we have most’ attempted to poli—
ticize ‘our philosophy. This hzs ranged from participation by Allen, Laurié
.and:-Urszula in the January LAG ‘teach-in; our own meetings on the anti-nuke/

f anti-uar movement; Laurie's review of HIWLKM in Direct Actlon (LAG)Y as well
 ag work with:youth who garticipated in our meetings and wrote for N, As’
this movamant conslats of many tondencies trying to mislead youth away from-

"~ gpclal ‘revolution {via paclfism-hngd: "ncuifaliiy") we inovenasingly hive falt

the need to not only raise political opposition to other tendencies within’

the movement, but to further develiop how.we are an organlzation that’ provides
a 'full philesophlc altornative, The enthusiastic respenge by youth to Raya's <

1895




HNew York Local _Organizer:s Report -
. by Kevin | 5/9783

- Dur:.ng Jul,r ard Aug-u.“, the Local was on' the movc, proaectlng }IH tola w:u.de
variety of audlences“ ‘Wae'mold over $100 in la.teratu.e and RL T-shirts at the -
July 2 Central America derto in l.’ac.h:.ngto'x ~and by our wers;pec*‘a.vea d:Lscm...,szon on -

" July 24, drev 8 outsiders to our meeting.. Some of thém will attend Svr. Consti-
tutlonal Convent:.on. ke also distributed: accumulatad back iBsues to. Stl.de'lts :
and ant:.war demonst: ators.r The August 27 March on vla...h:.ngtow “and Ra._,ra's pmo;}ccted.
late Septe_;ber lectures here w:.ll ‘give us. some new: ‘opportunities . to develop = R
periphery on tl;e East- Coast “Ye “have seen in the iact year that=.|.1: is poss:.ble o
to be actlve in a’ numoer of aréas - Cémtral America work; ‘anti { nike, Black, . 00T
campus, labor - “and keep a-focus on* the .nair “oook TAS - well. " Dert's actﬁv:l.ty as a-
totally bxl:mgual person in Latin America work needs special mention here.:" Th13

" has x-esult:ed in “translations for’ Not:u:la.s v Cartas and ongoing dizlogue with' "
sorious Latin and North American’ revoiutionaries, Tt-also led to the 'decision

. by the NY Guatemala Gommittee where he works to officially distribute 50 copies
of N&L's Guatemala pamyhlet, which as:we laiow, does include discuseion not only:
of that country, but of: the perspect:.ves of BLWLKM. Anne and Suson's: ‘tripito .
the Seneca women 's' pedace camp late’ in: July meznt not’ only d;.str:.butlng ‘N&EL and- =
pa.rt:.clpatmg in the c.amp, along with Hart:.ne. “who brought along a new edition -
of her beaut:.ful RL Teshirts. It alsc mennt nc‘Ld:Lng ‘a pood workshop with & pecple

_on RIWLXIM. = Have we achieved the same type:of ‘relationship to the new boaolc w:l.th"
our sampus work, with our Central America support work, or with anti ~nu}-e" Not”

“yet, althongh' thn MY Mebilizer is soon to puul;-_.ah a repcrt by Kevin on the+" -~

" West German movetient based on his trip. It is not ‘that the outside-is un:.ntareat‘_d
. —=Wo ‘ourselves . are sometimes surprised by their interest in the new book, for .
. ‘example when 2 sold very quickly at the I'am*:u.ngtorv Central America ‘deno.: Fay from

be:mg finiched, worlung with the new hook is -only beg:.rn:.ng on the East. Goast‘anci

in New York. -Part of that" re.aponﬁlblllt}’ for us is working in NY as' a 'world .
“intellectual conter. Thaf was' the ground for the longer lecture tour: here: th-..n .
-in other cities in W.u'ch ‘and - the additional shurt lecture’ tour plnnneu for late-
Septéober. Do any youtlis from other Loeals want to spend ep..embcr :m NY: wor‘u.ng

to build an audmnce on" the campus for that? -

© The centerpolnt‘ of our act:.va.t_,r for -the. year was of  course the harch 1=act1.re }
tour on the new book. About 200 péople ‘were drawn to" 4 lectures here,’ plus.

50 to 1h1d. one in. Philadelphin; and another 50 to the’ ono in ‘i»ash:mgton at.w.e
. _t:l..ne Raya also spoke ‘hefore the Irsnian:revoluticneides at tholr CIRA conforonco:

. as the’ knynoi.e apnaker. “In New York among our own periplhery it was r".a:.m.y ‘the

B young fem:.n:l.st.s vho actually came out to hc 5o Rajn. thile that wan - very: good,

as & whole the tour did hot attract the typé of larper, uewer and more :.ndepend-

ent audiences 'that we had hopad for and that other areas such a5 the West Censt
~wore shle to achieve. While the difficulties of attracting an sudience. in NY

-should not be- underck.t;lmnted “due ob‘]ect:wclv to the large numbor of competing’

tendencien and evenis and the aheer size-of the ecity and region, we chould note
~‘at the same time that our city and'region did attract nearly smussh audiences”

- for two Marx contenary conferences, which shows part of the type of potential
~ audience which doos anict there. ‘.L"\nrc: are also tho Tatin Amerien aolidarity,

- fominiat, Dlack, anti-nuke, and atudent audiencos, to name o few. The moat.
enthusiastie audicnce on the Dast. Coast was achioved not in NY but in Philadelmmia
- among the studont youth at Penn and i dircet confrontation with a consorvative

—prei who “introduced BD ‘on RLI - Alsw impguviant wis thoe fnct that! our-noweat: ::.a:n!:er, .

Craig, weardy cinglo-handedly orbnm.zcd the New.School lecture, uh:mh drow 75.

. Our own work te build the tour bugan in Octobor not only in HY, but with trips
to othor cities. The lectuze tour wws organized to omb srace NY, P‘\iladclplna and
0,0, and wo triod very herd for Goston ng woll. By now wé have ploco tlie now

Shaol and sthor ity in boolwstores iu-the Fellewing citien: DG, Baltimero, -

Philadolphia, HY, Mow Haven, Amhorst, Frovidenco ond Poaton. “Tiut on the tour _

- dtouelil, perkaps the mont 1!-mortmil. im1-~dint.o rooult was I\nya.'l intorview on WBAY f

“for o serious hovrelonp disoussion o tho now book with Dertell Ollman, which was

' troadeast in June. In addition, the Tomiment labor library aszited to tape n 789
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a conversat'l.cm with RD for their archives. ' The dlscusslon which emerg;ed thnre .
111um.v-1ated the . rnla tionshiyp, of the . 19A9~50 m.m_r..a‘ strike te the birth of MH dn.

a way-ihat is b_e:mg devc.x.oped in “the new pamphlet Audy, is writing- “The small -

~CUNY, grud center a.udence hea.rd a very new. type of 'orese-\tat:.on .on "he E‘I wluch

connectcd Man:'s ‘new last wr:.t:mgs ..nteg~ally tc the whole:of’ n:s

-dialectics and .on revolut::v.on dn pnrmaneuce.; ‘“hat tape .and the- ove from ’f‘a.ma.ment
are:worth, study._ng by" HY and ! nther ...ocals Rayz .also a.ppearﬂc‘. dn a lcss ser::.ous
half-hour format on Ca..,pcr Citroni= nat:.onrtll" syrcu.ca*ed radion show on

" and the bru&dcas JAn NY. was ilistead in the NY Times redia. 1n.stn.ng.

S In fa..l and. w:.ntcr ‘W, attend:.d and s0ld literature at na.t:Lonal a.cadem:l.'
conferenccs shch #s anﬂzropolog:.sts(there aelln.ug Riate el w0rt1~) p!ulosophers,

“oand. economists on..the: ‘East Coast. At “the latter Kevin goi to” glve a MH eritigue..

fof ‘Rubel.’ -Lou-and Ray. sktended, sold 1itTdand took the t‘loor atla Haxrx’ centenarv
conference in: Maryland. : "?.J.ssell a.nd Kevm ‘1c" pod ...&A comrade.., pro;,ect Ivﬂ{ ‘at;
~the VT BuﬂdleB canferenco.,' Russell and’ K.ate got onto radm at Brundeis whenthcy
visited Boston and .found  youth interested in. studying RIMLKM. ThEy came close

.~ to getiting:a- pa:.d. lectu.re &t Bra.nde:.s and also: a‘temptcd to .get a ‘lecture at L :
- Harvard, vhoso - -ivory: towsrz have never. permitted a paid 1ecture by RD; aven. - oo

“though thoy were among the first ko order the archives. mr thoir 11bra.rv. Arme

land. Dione. spoke in Gloria Joseph s_clasg on Black women in Mass,, ‘and Anne . later "

alseg spoke dn Hartford.on the naw book- Kevin got to speak to a large ph:.losophy

"clmss taught. by on Fast. Europemn prot at .Penn ;and at the NY ISA Marx conforence.

Wa were also able.to get Lou talks at CO¥Y's Black ‘Studics I:&.partment the largest’

oin the coun"'ry. m'ero e .was extreme_w ‘well rece:.vau, and on a national Black radio
_ show. .Anue and.Kewin have publ 1shed::-j-v:x.‘.ws of the now book in ontside Joumuls

Womannaws and.- Africa Today, wh:.lo Russell's has 'a gaod chance ‘of appenring soon__
in an .mportan" pu’*..lcatlon._ Yy comradea Anne and Kevin, were. #lso responsible

for two month-long intornation al trips this year, to Britain and. Germ&n}/ﬁrance.:..
The. addition. of; L,al from LA and Dave from Chicago to’ the Local’ has been an : '
,;-,_J.r'pcr’hcmt onc for our’ work with vouth and -intelloctunls,

It is clear ihat ithe courades worked: very hard ir'the fall and wa.nter ‘to” Eet
thc book into. stores, to set up an East Coagt lecture tour and to buiid an aud:.ojzcc_. .

. I‘h is also cleur that 1mportant results were achiocved from. this.: mtat we have
. .then to examing 3z how and .why the Lécal did not follow through very wc:ll after.

the tour. Mot only did- our follow-ilirough. fail to contact or draw mény new people,
into our, per:.phcry._ We_did net.cven-succeed.in keeping up. regula.r dastr..butmnb )

E of N&L. BJ July, the Local }.:l.tera.turo cleoset was Lursting with the’ .na;or:.ty of

-copies roceived: of  the ‘Maréh” through June HeL, Btill’ undzstmbutcd :
.. Besides the. continuing aroblem of a lack of collectivity in the' Local t‘m

Jbitzﬁgcat factor.I feel may have been inpatience winen our orgam.zat:.onal efforts in -

the fall and winter to build the tows ¢id not inmediatoly achicve mcmberslup
growth and attendance of lots of naw pcoplc at regular Local meot tings. Ve necd
more of Hegel's “labar,. ‘paticngo mnd suffering cf e negative’ ag'an attitude -
toward organiza.t:r.m al work, -In « city and region where merc lit. than ever
veforo{well. over $2000) was sold  this yoar, -one -third of which wag from RLWLKM,
thero surely.arg pl\.m‘:y of owportinitias for MH orgnnizntinnal g;rowth on t.hu bo.sus
of- thc new book.
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_Stanford lectura underlined this’ neceag!..ﬁy; Mo ware able, _to"fo;ll.c}w. through .
~ - iirthere with.a speclal neetlng.with Felsix Martin, as well as several - indlividwal - -

H

" discussions that look to.continuing relations theére ‘this £a11." (The meeting
with Fell» Martin, and talks by Allen and Mary in LA, \iqbint-to:_liowipﬁﬁax )

- Aree trips.can be:one way for all to be West: Coast organizers for. Marxist- ~

‘... Humanismi.thatis baced .on what each. ntributes (and not; as’'in the past .

_‘here," because the Bay Avea local was '50-"spalll~-it din't o anymor

"5 ..Our work.within the Blé.ckfmedommo':ementpr sented a diversity of

challenges %his year, ranging from participation at. the Biack Studies Con-
ference and at an all-day discussion on Fanon by Allen &2t an Oakland high’ .
school, to afmeeting‘athaneylcollega;we"5pohsoze& around MLK's birthday,
as.well as our. own:locel. meetings which brought togather M rxist-Humanism-~
.and Black thought and revolution in -the Marx centenary. _¥hile thd.sponsors .
in Berkeley Afrc-American studies moved away from Raya's lecture when the
day came, whot thé national tour btrought out was the new seriousness in the
Bladlk movement.towards Marxist-Humanlsm, especially in taking up Marxism snd
WL.. This experience has helped us to look for new ways ‘of continuing dia-
logue. with:Black thinkers and activists, in acadenia ard within, the WL¥,
..and, through the new edition of ACOT,: working with Black. youth directly,..
-beglnning with the‘Aug.:a?-avents_hérQ'ang.contgnuihg,1n-theff§;} at Janey.

. .. While we attempted to start a WL-N&L Comaitiee last fall which met on
cappus; we found that 1t's not alone.cnlling & meeting and constituting our-—
selves &s such that "makes 1t so." Some of our most exclting and successful

..meetings thiz year fockséd on WL, and we did attend many other eventsy con~
;.- ferences at Berkeley and Stanford, pyriad smaller meetings and. demonstratlons,
ag well as outside platforns for oiirselves at Sonoma and in Sacramento. 4t

‘.i-&11l these events we saw.ths most. merious and therefore vital discassions to
"o where WL.was,taken up,ir.relation. o Marxism (ASA), to the Black Dimension
~...(NBSC), to ongoing. revolutions (Berkeley:cenferences on Latin America), and.
“within the anti-nuke/anti-war movement (1AG teach-in).  The 1igt could be
‘“endleas" except that we are well and long-past the point of just looking at
how WL is &4 dimonslon of every fracdom struggle.. - What Raya's toux. brought.
. out ie how{#he,initial-enthusiasm'from womsn did ndt centinue as a ‘serlous
enthusiasm abeut breaking through the.theoretical/practical platean of WLM's
~"unique. and unfinished contribution,” A L T

Ye confronted that here with the Berkeley Feminist Alliance who were the. .
mair student organizatlon sponsors for Raya. (It was a woman from a Haolst
party in BFA who inslsted RD speai because "she is & woman revolutionary".) -
But we also nead to confront some of 1t in oursslves, and how. can wWe practice
the “new anergizing principle” to unite this passion for action with the-
pansion for idens and for direction. This is particularly important for us .
bocause the Bay Area hag so many rpportunitics; and so many pitfalls, when 1t
comes. te WLM, 1f we're not clear nn what we want to be our contribution to.
the .movement. Our perspostives begin with not forgetting thet inltlal en-

© thusiaam towards RALWEXM and Raya, not to mentlon the lecturcs themselves.

Tha international dimonalon of the national lacture tour hos also made
;o itpelf felt here, not 1imited to the rosponse io Marxist-Humenism especially
from Third Vorld revolutlonories. On tho cno hand, wo had the experlonce

M BF i b [
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1ast *‘a.ll 1nvolving the” disintegratlon of the ::Qlisn Sc:l:lda.:rl t:f S‘--PPC"-’—'t :
Conmittee (through which Urszula had 'the: opportunity to speik-at many" public
meetings) ‘bedauge they Judged ‘the ‘movémént-crushéd’ ‘Undex - ma.rtial “TawsitItls

' true that this brought out the sharp nolitica‘l ‘a4 fferencos iyhich’ Had. “been®
simmering for some time, Bu-‘- it has also ra-iseé. the nesd’ forius: o work out.’
what ‘is’ the -fullness of our kind’ of- 1ntsrn'tionalism THetY ‘].i.mitlngx oirselves
“to thé fact ‘that though'a suppoit committes-fay be dead;- thé Poilgh freedon

_ strussle 1s s5t111 a point of }iving inspiration; for many in‘the ‘movenents

" here (éspéeially now within- he- anti-nuke/anti-war movenént agilt 1boks, ta
~‘-.-it3 relation to ‘the’ F‘uropean movemﬂnu, East and- Heet)

._On “the” other l*and, .the tour whi.,h I3 follo ed’ with tha trip to Hexicc"

. brought hame ta me the conczetenesa of how ‘weLwoTk olk’ d:n.alectics “of - world

revolution and the central weakness of our work with Latin Aiericafl’” re'mlu- .
tionarien hers in the: Bay Area. ‘While we have met'd sign!.ficant ‘ez df.

Latino activists—youth, women and 1ntellectua.13--through Lite table-a,da-_t
support meetings and at’ esnferences, ‘this "numbedr™ had'not added upito’a;:
'serious present,ation of, and relationehin with Har:ds\.-}lumanism. "In fact,

we’ held only one meetirig the eniire”year on'la tin American.revolutions=="' .~ .. ~
on- Mexico, witleh turhed out fo be'one-of our more successfull ca.muus meetings-,

‘Eugene's discussion en warking with Noticias y Cartes-has' pro\rided Somé - “new

ldeas, But i1it's because the relationship to Latin American revolutions:is

fso deenly a dimenuion of our 39 yearad end current pﬂrspectivaa tha.t it is now -
a question forus (mys s03f 4n par*icula.r) to Mo’ it.", : : :

:While ua Want tc est&blish a new att*_tude towa.rdq ou_r regula" contribu-..

. tlons to HeL, the paper has” been’ one’ way of mee ...:Lne," : ri.o::'s in labor stn.ggle_s

_hers, ‘most rs 'eently,” the new dialogue which Roh has begun with-Freemont auto

Cworkersl Qur roots in labor struggles here go back to the 193% Goneral-Strike;

L and- this year reach foruard 40 the new that.-came out of the tour on’ the" Miners’

) . outthis new g"-aund ﬁar the Bay Area.. R j . ST ‘ ) .""

Ceneral Striké and our own origins, and here I-‘rank can ccn-bribu..a a.s we work

Although ue have 'to weport tha.t concretizing ‘the’ 1ecture tour th'-o..lgh

. ‘the pre-convention discusaion has not yet meant & seriousi periphery on.that’

basis, it has compelled the begirning of needed reorganization: for each of
‘us to meet the exclting demanda of the ecoming pericd; for which the tour and
its zamifica.mons have lald new grcund hera in the Bay Area.
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. !hat maPev 1982 8“‘3 very diffﬂrcnt klnd Jear to look at the work and acti‘ivf
o . the: Detroi"flocal is the way in which the iLzticnal Chazrnonan &0 creativ'ly
T bined “the Wark céntenary and the publ*catlon 6F HLWLKh into-the mést’ ex
wxcitins national_tour that the organlvation haa ever’ Lndertaken CUs }
be surprised 1f:I break. doun this report into’ +h..ce area: ~1}° before Raya " :
2) after the: tour.'and J3). where that leaves.us on’ the eve of the Cons*itutzoraﬁ“
Convention" )

T, Follouing Tou's return'to Detroit: we d1d Eecome active in’ some he. areas f
the- Blacx dimension-with Blaek: 1ntellectuals, UL and- cannus.‘ Hewever “the focus”
' was gaining the & lectures at Oakland U., Windsor, and 2.at Ann Arhor. It was’
. ~through that work that wé made new contacis, established some sarlier relationf:,ff
ships and following the Ann,Arbor study group gained a new member Mary i )

RN The first nirot ef the year ‘was, of course, ‘the, publ*Cdticn of TLULKI. The;
‘Mov "7 Tecture and book party gave us a point‘of concentration for our various: ' |

activities as we invited those we had been active with to attend, ‘e had been ac—
©tive at Highland rark Coll,, at the Hospltal, VSl-1it. tables and leciures ‘and with -
. unemploded workere, and anti-nuclear” activ*sts. After thu h011davs. however, the o
- main fccua became the lecture tour. ; o _ o S -

e At Pindsor U' e’ nat a ahole new circle of ccntacts. fron stadent as thiStu
and’ feminlst professors to Easy Irdlan an*hropo;ogist At Cakland U,”we were,:‘

l.w;th the hielp of ‘a Kehyan ptofeqsor and an cld Triend, able to bring'Raya thére’

Tt 1ol maks & sacond TWD talk, At Amn Arbor on the basis of a class and wide publi ot

‘city Rdya ‘addressed an overflow andience of students on Farx' s Capital and ris 1nst_~
decade, . And what. ray have seemed the most disappo1ntin5 in terns of avdience

7 turk out apd ‘lack of support from. the sponsors; the lecture on’ tarx and: the Black E

. vorld actually turned oud havinz the greatest. ramifications. it re-established re-. -

- latlons® with tary who Joined, -and established rélations with two.serious Black in-*
‘tellectuals as a - ‘kind of theoretical periphery.  In all, Raya's hichigan-Canada
audience numbered more: than 300 and the 1lit, sales, cpccially with th trilogy of

"revolution and RENEXD, was the best ever, CRRT -

‘hat flewed from the tour can be broken inte two areas: 1) thé areas of
5 work in. Detroit, especially as reflected in K&L and 2)nh3t Jetroit members were .
-able to project outside of Vetroit as “"Have Thumbt ~¥ill Travel" continued after the
_”tcur . Helhave some modest beginninge in the key aveas cof Women's Liberation, .
-labor and .youth, as well zs the Plack dimension in all, #HZL reflects our acti--
- vity.in the Detroit teacher's strike, with flack construction laborers, at the hos-
vophital, with Black workers around health and safety, tiie Teamsters and U.3., Auto
radiator where we contlnue to have ongoing coverage of women workors at’ the point
of  producticn, - Follo'ing Olga's lead on the crisis in education. we held 2 forum
co-sponsored with the Anti-lhinger lxn zct and Black Iovents for Jquality Educatlon,
And in the Latino dimensien Jugene'’s prasenksition at the lational Chiecano Studies
;Ccnfer&nce, Liriam's work with CISENS, and our perspoctive. of .continuing Michael's.
. worky'gi th and rafety activists on Lentral America with . a forum in tho Fall axe all
openinra that can be further dcvcloped ' : :

:criphulxab ARONNRG TL-NNL at the affice and around youth work on thc cwmpus

J.need imrmediate follow through for the Couvention, Jinm's work at HSU creatod

CREL forurs ands Tuture pocupoctives at Anmbrbor uith kary., Tho recsnd contact with
. Black women at WL and locnl mectings aod Jim's contact with Youth Coxrp workers
" are the most rronlsing proalcctq for inviting Dotroitcrs to the Convention, along

with the two intellectuals from'1SU, ‘Howaver; if we reconsider again those woe met

from the tour I'n sure that We wonld’ Iind othcrs to inviho.
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£, conferences outsid ot. Detrolt eqpeciaWIy Fomen s uiberation :
sh.. B, C.‘Helpcd to’ establish’ relations with BCE ts: o’loxing;
: ; athonven tig

mand ?ary Joan at “the Ohio J‘SA conference here auzanne g¢ve a paﬁer,
-;:presentation at’a Foston Iranian woman's” con;erence.-ﬂ sales’ were, h;gh but:
_;mcre 1nportantly discussion aud;the battle f 1doas xeally proae ted'
7 “"nationzl

L Eh ;,arx [ ntenary corferences that we. ;
‘mof ideas 6llouing Raya ~tour hoth in-Ann Arbor ard Yaryland
. gory that was erzated outk- ‘of theé tour of warx amd’ ‘the ‘Black world and the' nEW gaL=t
Eion of ACOT. that battle of. ideas and dirlogue is sure. to. continue in: the ‘coming’
'year.u And, our OuR- ground wlll be set itn- study g:oupa on. thc tri:oey ef revolu—

.. tion: and ACOT

e ,\As we B into th# Gonventinn?w;ll_havc both our latest’ publication. the new
f!edztion of ACOT, anid the experience of the’ Marcb on: aahlﬂbton {ihich many of us o
will be attcndinb) t0 8ad to the now and exciting range of ewnericnces ‘that we have: .

o

“had’ in this yeaxr. of the arx ccutbnary'gnd RLYLKL, -, The pull of ‘warking out fu-
ture perspectives for Detroit ‘and Ann Arbor will’ rely. require ‘new vistas, not the
" least.of,which for financos and hew ways of- putting those laid off Morganigers".
- {H2L) back e’ uork esL.h]i hing i’ pv;rhv;icﬂ awd w:nnlnb tiew mpmbezh'xor rarxls;f:J
: Humanism.f ; o RS =




: ”he Centval Amerlca solmdarluy movement in NY
‘iJohn Larcotte : T

N The 1atest mi llta_ 'coup in: Guatemala p01nts out the despera—_-
'tlon of Central America's native and U.S. ruleTts-x.  For us 1n the
"solldalty movement this desperation is botn 8 measure of the

- power :of the.reveolubtionary freedon movnment, end ia: warnlnw that

~'Reagan and Gongress wzll stop a+ rothlng;:- . . .

et fOur partlclpatmon 1n the solldarltvanovement 13 nartlcularly B B
g urgent 5o us -because of - our Marxlst—Humanlst Leninist underqtand—:Jn__'
“ing of: the 2-wey road between natlona1,llnaratlon movements.in RO
. the: Third World and:social: revolution in the 1m?erlallst country..

‘as expleined Ain Philosonhy end Revolution; ch.i 7, and the Afro- -

"Asian Revolutions ;pamphlet,.. We are notw: lnvolvad in 5011dar1ty : AR
. work 1ilke The many third-worldists who: have given up on revolutlon_

.hexre at: home,. nor in mere horror’ at.the genocide. yax pract1ced in

ToUr NAmes, ﬁe are:in solidarity with the creativity end:vision i

of bhe Central American revolutionsy especially the. new. dimengzions:

‘of Indigenous. peoples, women, peasants and. youth, - Our respons;pgn

ity is both to explore this vision &nd -  EOHENEE LS ’ka‘
*- share i% with the Torces for ravolution- here, ‘and: to:- help  i%.- :

be conacious of -itself, aprreciate ibs originality, not ‘spend:’

itaeld after gedzing power but so-on to build such a new society

it inspires the vhole vorld %o & whole new series of: revolutlons.,

Bews & Letters and Noticias' v Cartas is certalnty a fo“m fo*f.' :

worhmnﬁ on both of Lﬁede proaects. : At -

SR The solldarltv movement may soon face o uremendous challenre
if Reagan. conulnues to. escelate - his war and’ prosecute: drallresis-.

- ters, ..Relating to: “These; youth as well .as to Blacks, Tatinos and

s ranlt-and-file: 1abor iz “the greatest challenge to. the:movement, -

- - I hope our work-in the: Guabtemaia committee %CSPG) can focus:on:

- youth: this fall, both campus: and -high school, . CISPES wants to do

. more teach—ins. and is. concentrating on: tabling and door-to-door
~wisiting DulLﬁlng up to the Nov:1l2 demonstration. - And NISGUA~ -

. {network in solldarlty ‘with Guatemsala)} will be coordinating with.:
CISFES to regionalize solidarity work, ‘which we hope to'do at a- '-.
local level .in NY, : But besides all ‘These tactics, most important
will. be oux: aztltude.. will we be ,open to ‘these . ¥oX youbh:when
they.seek us out? UVhat attitude will we present to Blacks and ..

--labor on"Ang, 27 7. This attitude opennessy or vision: (philoso—‘r
_phy). is botn eritical. and-the har&est thing to work out, ‘We - =

eannot ¢laim to have all the .enswers in-News & Ietters Gommmttees,
only ideas of ‘the process: that is necessary. This was the base
of OLr many dlsag“eements with, NY CIJPES 1ast year..r— e

Practlcally it comes down to such questmons ass- what is. a
-social revolution? who maikes it? who are its 'allies here? who do
we‘reach out %o? ‘Thare is a very difficult. dlalog, which is yet
to bai “of. kmowing how to-listen to the Nerth American:dimensions

of Blacks, youth, women and labor:and. shape the solidarity wiove-
ment to their ideas and forms of strueple.- TLook st John Alants ©
‘column on ﬁIacPs and. enti~nuke written after the July 12 demonstra-
ticn last year.  Maybe Washington marches are not the best’ way.
‘Maybe - midtown manhmttan pickel . lines sre not the way. ' Can you
evpect a dlsrranchlsad class, who do not have the power to ret




_ e _':~2-'\. s P e v
aob oxr contro1 thezr 11v:nr or uor leing conditions to feel writ—-
ing -their- congressperson or marching dowmtown is. the way to :
- change - anythinz? Is. there a form of st;uggle that would mnvolve _
themr Have we ask?i? . ‘ . _ v

The baslc dlfflcultles we have met in- t 1@ movement are.--: '
1) an atvitude of activism:opposed to taking time. for - heoretlcal
wndersbandinge. ~In opposing thias we have sold and XEHE lent ou¥. -
8 number .of ‘booclks and: pamphlets. ‘and’ had some discussion,  CEFG
wWilY - firally start- -having- ‘monblily study groups:or’ aducatlonals.
Uhether Jhege will ‘met: to Plicory remaing te be dong, 7 .o
'2). an-attitude of: unthinloing HEEEXIHEXE Stalinism.or: "Narx1st- :
Leqin:sm" as -’ taken for ‘Branted; raometimes including. a narrvov DR
nationalism, . It is’ anlﬁﬁﬂiﬁxiﬁﬁ} antlnlmperlallsn which dcesn'®
‘g0 -near .as-deep as Marx .on the capital/labox relaﬁ*ong “let glone
the 'mar/woman and mewval/marual labor: lelBlOn._ g alalectlc
ol :the ‘2~viey: road to world revolutlon -ig 'either %otaiﬁﬁ unknown. -
or ‘given lip service., On the .positive side I-find a.lo% of the
~younger and nawes- combaneros/as have .apperently never been: eyposed
‘to any ‘alternative Marxism and are open to dlscuss, maklng our j-j«
: intervention all the more urgent. ‘ : :
"~ 3) an atbtitude of vanguardism -and- sectarlanmsm 4in general. This
was seen. at.its worst on July 2, when the nesd for a massive: show
of- coppesition to Reagan's waxr got leost becaiuse PAM's E :
high~handed tactics created a d1v1510n w1th GISEES and others and
only 8 Q00 turned out. . .o . :

: : ﬁﬁ News &Let ers has. bean well received in the NY sol;darlty

_movement for our very active supportv.- Ve are also appreciabed .
Tor what is seen~as bur "expertise" . on the North American revo- -
lutiocnary dimensions. ' How much we are appreciated for the phllo-
‘sophy - behind that iz another qusestion. That invelves ‘patientii v -
‘worl. seeking out tliess. companercs/aa who  are ready. to strencthen_-
 their. -solidarity work with a total%x revoelutionary outloui, .
Language also limits us, 1imiTing both who feels able to attend:
N&L- meetings. where. we have not had success, and 1eav1ng uhe':*
dlalog to & few comrades..n

What attracted me to CSPG was 1ts comblnhtlon of Nortn Amerl-
cansy.-several of . them libertarians, and. Central fmericans| ™ Unllkej
the éalvadoran solidarity movement whﬂch is: ory anazat1onalky . '
separated not. only betireen the N. Americans and the Central. Ameni—
cans. but in different Salvadoran competinc tendencies, we have - -
“tried to-raintain-a broad selidarity- commitites’which would ‘aveid -
thosa m:,takps, which are alwavys &’ dan er. - Two- things that the-
commlutee needs Lo ﬁevelop bagides outreach and the study pronps
~is the specificity of the: Indirenous, Women's Liberat1on, and
peasant cbaracuer of” the revelution. .

A Ue must not 1ose ourselves in nrarmatlc astivism, Wé say
where that led in ‘the €0s.  Equally wrong would be to wallk away
from- this moverent, of being - so eritical ws don'd part1c1pute *
and Just stand . outaide saying, " "it needs philosophy”, ' In contin~

uing our involvement this yYear, working out or proving the diffe-
rence Marx's Herxism can make to the movement is the way to both
affect the direction of the movement and neet future Marxist-’
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~Humanists, .~ A-coupls. of Marwxist*Humenists even in leadership .
positicons cannot affect. the direction of:the-whole solidarity =

. movenment, - If we can affect. e portion.of thé movement JAf - we can.. .. .
L gain new Manxist-ﬂnmanistsqqnhtheVbaaisgof;wcrkingacuuﬁa:ser;pus
,gtheore;icalscontributiongrbdte@_in,ourﬂactiVitY~&nd in HNarx's

_Visiqn,.that,will,be;a;lasting.cbntributiqngtoisolidarltya'“,

- . To:help other comrades in the movement, following, abé iy’
ubrief;impressionsgbf-the-majorwsuatemalan-pollt;cg;—ml;;ta;y

worgenizations:. oo oL G el T e LT LA
eono o +ORPA%Zaf all-the .organizations.I would -1likeé to know.mere. ..
~-aboub the Orgenizstion of the People. in Arms,.bub very. few!dogcu-
- mentg are available, . They are. said to be closest to'the Indians,
*and IHEAPHEE 95% of their founding members when they split from -
- = PAR in 1971 over the importance of the "ethnic question'~were.” .
. Indian,.: One of their theoretical roots. is Franz Fanon, which' is . =
se-glear in the-one. document. I've seen, . "Concerning Racism". -From: ..
1971 %o 1979 .when they.went public, they lesrned from and sank. i
TOoous. in -the mostly Indian’ peasants end.agricultural workers. - .
~of +the highlands. I have aiso heard it said they are more .. - -
- ..libertarian, sayinm they want neither US nor Russis, bub. I cannot
- doecument bhat, - v T R *--"-g.:‘;';;,;;f;*f Sean s
L0 EGP--the Guerrilla Army of the Poorn is the ‘biggest and best-~ -
'knpwngqf;thejfour,_andrbest'at'publiciéing‘itself.abpoaa,ﬂyIt.tco"
spent the early 70s sinking rodts n the Indian communitiss, ‘But: -
I was bothered that an otherwise goed analysis of-Indigenous - -~
Pocples-and.the Guatemalan Revolution stated, "The main danger is
-that the national-ethnic factors.will burst forth in-detriment . .
- of class factors,” oee D B O T S LA
..o FAR--the ‘Rebel’ Armed Forces. , desceudant of the FAR of the:.
_;'SOs,uwas;activeyinilabor,union5¢inﬂthé'lQ?GLwith”the‘PGT. I feel ..
.+Bhelr .reagsessment after the failu e..of the 60s. was vurely tactic~ -
al,. They are most pro-Cuba;. The. first half of.a 1980 Manifesto -~ -
188 defense. of Cuba. . They, like the PG, take the old BtaAlinist. -

¥

'.Fview;that;class;is'primarynand;lndigenqus,and-HKEHH Women's © . SeoE
Liveration will be settled after the:revelution, .. .- ... [T
. .. PGT—+%he Guatemalanﬂlabor,Party,'now“split-in_three,_is the
“fraditicanl @GP, - The PGT-Nucleo:de Direccion Nacional, together -
. wlth*the_EGP,nORPA‘andF§%§form the URNG, the Guatemalan National
;" Revolutionary Unity. - ~®F. ST e e

-7 " Even the US Embassy has ‘had to admit eight out of ten - . -

- guerrillas are Indiapd. But I have a lack of ‘theoretical material
~on. that, and on the massive participation-of wowen. . For more - :
-background, I recommend NACIA jan/feb 83 and mar/epril 83, and
Guatemals in Rebellion: Unfinished History, Grove Press, o

T




w nccumnrr FRG r}E T‘AnT CERUAN TNTERG Nmﬁv?éada—‘.omm-,m . __;,;" T
.. _ by Dave, NY - e

: At 3:1'? on 'bhe mcrn ng of Juna B, the D 301 Baz:lir\ Iunich train crossed -“ron :
- East into Weat’ Ge:ma.ny and. pu.lled into the: Ludwif;stadt station: ~The. train's . .
porter +01d border police that thére “was® awount, ‘man flocked in ihe’ last car,. and S
- then handed “them an.¢fficlal-1ocking piece of paper- ‘wh.;ch reads’ "EXIT VISA—-OIE«-&AY“*- B
. ONLY-=F(R’ EKEUIRATION TO THE -FEIERAL "iEPUEIIG O GERMANY,  CVAIID UNTIL Z AN, 0 o
. .6/8/83. " DUTY-FREE,"" The only paséenter on’'the ‘train's: Jast sleeplng car was :
. Roland Jabm, a2 29 year—old trucker at ths Zelss works in Jena end an activist in’
“.—-—_--—the—E Gé_":nan indepandent ;geac:e movement. ‘The" day-bofoze; ‘he’ had gona “tot -Jena's
“elty hall’to see”’ a.ncut subTetting a-friend's’ a.partneni.l he Tound’that the authar-> 07
dtdes had. thﬂ“v' ovn' plan-for- his :E‘u+ure residence. ifhat’ follows ‘A5 my . translation o
., “ of .excerpts from: .Iahn’s account of thel activitias un.‘!.ch 1ed 'ho his umd.llins B!d-le» o
T as Imblisherl late in Jane in W. Germa,ny. s i
: . » "‘***********

: g T'ne Gm could not ha.ve chosen a ‘more Mauspicims date for my :f'c:rci‘ble dapﬂr’f-"._-
. ation. - After- the initial’ disorientation &f -uy arrival in the West,” the reagon for -
o much’ of the intense -intéresi: in me quickly became clears I had arrived just- “n "'ina-
cfeor June 17 -[the 30th: anniversaxy of the E .German workers' revolt--Ir . as star: -
S ‘d.‘b"x;’:EB to the inhumani‘ty of: the (_I'R re(dme. But :E‘m: Re pow. 'i:.ha.-t is- a.l... too !
--,'simp e :

a I Bmno enemy o:t‘ the sy...ten- now' as before I ccmsider "lyse]f a soc‘ia.l_at' even' '
“though'I have found fault with a ¢Teat many things in the:"real, existing gogial~ - -
ism" of’ tha CIR. - This was evidentl} mismderstood by some in the Federal Repub_ic. B
¥who would much. *-ather ha.ve ‘heard. me d.ann the S5-20 ni.,slcs root‘and. 'bra.nch without o
cri'hicizina the HATO arms. ’m..i.x.dup.

"Cne acon feels explci’.:ed hitched Lo evez:yere else s bandwa.gcn. Cn Tl..esda!r
a.f-l:er'zoon last weck, T was invited-to a'Hadlo Free Berlin’ studlo in Berlin to-join.
a rmndta.‘ble discussion for Bavarian TV's third.channel. - The' title of -the hroad-
" ‘ca.st was "Deported” But Not: Silenced," somethiqg I could” certa.:!.nly ident.‘..fy -nyself
.. with. But-when I found out that it was' about June 47, I alwost 2117 out of ny -
‘chair.” I ecertainly have my own opinioq on the workers' fight for-thelr rights on e
< June: 1‘?. 1953, . tut T- ‘can'i stand the ‘antiZcommunist ‘packground of- celebrations ke
- these. - A-r:. first I wenied to leave: the studio--l-'l:ut ‘then I 'said to ‘mysalfino, this.
. 4is the ane ‘you' ha.ve 16" stay for now. And’the’ progran tm:ned out quite dﬁi‘farently
from’ wha.t sone. of the var-hicipanta ha.d ina.g;’med. - ’

: As.an exile‘ you .have to’ watch yourself Af-you . dcm”t. wa.nt to auat go to. the
dogv in the West. And, it was naqt;at all easy to explain why I don't want a. .Iest B
German passport, and why I want back in the state: that ex_pel_'!.ed me :Ln such ‘a shabtby
way+ I want to make senothing happen from the inside, not from ocutside, Because I
. ean understand the people in Jesia who say: "First you shoot the shit, then ycu take
.a powder, a.nd nere we are- wben it hit" tha fan.® :

I come i‘ron a typica. .C«ema.n fmnily " somewhat. petty bou:reeois ‘but decen+ o
people. .+ . Ly politiealization began slowly. Al the ond of the *60s there was -
" an adrdinistrative ordexr banning long halr in the schools . . . At this age, in the’
. -'7th, Bth and 9th gradcs . « . evon in little things 1ike hair length, elothing,
" miigie~—-two bands, the Fuhdya and Ton, Steine, Scherhon, wore especialiy’ loathed by
. the teachers-—the fine line between making it and not naking 1t became evident
_among the students, boitwoon those who kopt tholr mouths shut and quietly eraduated
and those who wouldn't swallow overything. For ne as a wouth, the greatost hreak
- came with my servico in tho military polico. That was what made mo reihink the
'questions of war and nilitary service, - Before I wont 4n, I didn't even know that
ycu cculd refusc armed ssrvicn ana £o in‘o the onr:rinaur corp..,. Bes* dos, 1 wanted
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- te stLdy [m_.ll'tarv servicc is a condlitidn for admisslon to East-
Geman unlversities——'[‘r T because.at that time I belicved you have to make compro—
~misad 1 you want to a.cconplish anything. ..Today. I have.a different. op.tnim on..
this: you have: to watch: yourself vexry ciosely: indeed, 850 -i.hat your H;a:rch thrcugh

the :msti.tutic:ns aoeen + urmn’ 1nto & rotten -compromlac. T : ‘

TR AD72, vihen I hadlFast tu:r:ned 19, T a4d ‘my military’ st*rvice in- Rudolstadt in’
. the ‘Gera di.;trict—-so I would have been sent o, Jena:in“ithe event: of- riotsithere.
‘Our ‘performancs. on- such’ riot] duty: was’ n.gula:rly fbe-*ted. In. maneuvnrs ‘nearJona:we
.. leayned how to ‘treak. up student. denonstrationss we 'n'ould take ‘our po.,itions on‘the
. ma‘.’m tra{‘fi.c a.rtcries. .chase afier” ".Ld.W.LGES '..u.mr..m.s uno hai flsd e the: Rille.
“around Jena, herd ‘the lcngha.irs togetber ami then kncn.k thﬂm down and clispersc t‘:em T
uith water cannons. PRRPER :

- Becanse I was in’ thase cx;rcise ‘as a commot: aoldiar. qot a police officer, .
na.tm:all:,r ancmp,h I asked myseif: What' would you do AT this was for real? L was
.. ecertain that no. matter what, I would have fo go on sick call o "pass’ out™™ cn "the
: spot--it was 1mpossib1e I couldn't take pa.rt J_n soncthing “1ike t.h'w.t.- PR

He called our officars "the Red SA."‘ Tho way they stoo& there with those :
1eatha:r: ‘balts and shovlder siraps over their tunics, in those riding breeches . .
-they -locked :just 1ike the Hazi vlllains in tho nov:\es, t"ze cnes who went a.ftev' tﬁe
communists and other anti-fascists.

C But fc:r a.ll that I. nevcr bocane a ra.dica.l pacifi.,t. I'm still not" ‘cre’ today. S
L '*13:13 -of ‘my _ i‘rtends can® understand this, I do not. entlrely reject:the use of L
Weapons. - Far exanple. 1 know that in certain situations I myse]i weuld ‘take up.
arms--hut what. an L "upposed to 'be doing. ‘burning s.'ea.pons on ny own ;poonle?

‘Afteria year n.r-d a half of military: sprv:!.ce v e A t‘je fall of 1975 I ‘bagan
~to study ccononics at Friedrich Schiller University in Jena. . . I chose this - =
. field-of - study beczuse I. uas alréady quite politically: motivated, I lodking for . o
controver"y under the  cover of ‘diseucsicons,. above a2ll with econemic. and. party- func—- -
_tionaries, . There wers plenty, of opportunitios for this. i the facultles-of polit:\.-— N
.eal eccnomy - -and" PhllOSOphJ'. but “‘alsc in oconomic history. The department ‘head. .
©.didn't.appreclate- ’chis too much._ Onee he ironically told me - "‘fou chanpim tne
i 'wi]l of the peop 1! tco much for ny ta.s’cc. o o

This intellectual’ a:eroga.nco s typical of  the univers :Lty milieu :Ln ‘the Gm.
Anu At is spocifically on economic problems. that,: according to a.ccepued opinion.
ordina.ry pecple have nothing to say boecause. most ‘of them undorstand nothing of. .

- these.matters. - Bocausc I spont a lot of my free time with' workers, this really =
_stunk to.me. - Host of my fellow studemts had no contact with workers at all. I

- preferved getting together with my .old friends from Jena. -About four fifths of the

.students came.in from cutslde Cthe “majority of B, Cerman university students’ commuta:

+0 campus .fxrom suburbs or. cther towns--Tr. ﬁ ‘g0 they had no connoction with “the -

city.  That 1s. ‘why. not’ much of a movement in the c¢ity could come out of the u.nivar—.

slity,:the- studants wore tronandcusly bravo but nothinr came ‘of - 1t..

. For- exnmple, this showsd-itself in- tho olcctions to the People 8 Gha.n‘ber :\.n :
19?6 ~He all had . to vote at the universiiy, although you normally cast your ballot’
- HWhere- ycu Iive. .. ‘I‘hey'd set up two. \rat.ing ‘booths but ne cne usad them, whoaver uscd
“the booth had 'aiready-pui himsclf under’ suspieion.” I went in,-croesed -off’all’ tha
namos on tho list and throw my e2aled ballot into the box. ' After the eclection, the”
“unpilversity administratiom asked my- prof‘esaors for evaluations of. mo. Tha.t was'z2" . -
wa.rninn' slgnal. ; o

i In Jona, .as An othor c;Lt:\.os n.t. tha.t time, a sort of scene had devulopod--a.n
exprossiﬁn Hhi.ch I "‘oall} den't 1iko, bocausa it is borrowed’ st.;a.i,_,h“ frem tho
Wost. There wore people who no longor wanted to play the game. Some wanted to.
drop out, othors. (1ike ‘me) wantod: to “intuc:rate thomselves and. shake up’ tho -
Bystcm a rigor: mortis: from witlun-

" oircles. of -friends. furmed, often not.even politically notivatcd. An 1-.-hich . 7905
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RS attempms werd ‘made to work' out altt..rna.tivﬂs. Peo:plo met in a.pe.rtnents, heltl pri—- T
U vate” a.rt axhi‘b* ts and’ fostivals. Somehow, -it was all quite JAnterrelated. | Si.b:fl.e

,.'_Ha.vema.nn, Robert Ha.vomann 5 daughter, studied in-Jonaj.Wolf Blermann:and. the” singar
- Bettina Wegner ‘were often.ihere:’ .i. “The lyric cirele arcund Lutz Rathenow and
v Jﬂrgzn F‘uchs. ‘a friend of Bliernain a.nd Havemann. WaS cspacially active. On accqgnt-'

. :'people would . meet. An an. apartnant they had 1o leave tho' univexsity.--‘ b
“ - that orped us a1l up. ~Then in 1976 camo the ‘busi.nc..;s with' Biema.m, when thay"

“took- avway: ‘his. citi zenship.. For many- of ‘us he was’ a f‘ym‘bolic ‘Tigure;van 3idol.l-We

: protested. .,Hhereupon seven’ ‘or eight young poople all’ menbers of ‘& very. a.c-tive
rreading cirele,. wero arrasted and l:ogethar Hith B‘uc'h were daparbed in® summer
: _1976—-1-.‘1‘1‘.!'101.11: a- trial.- o ' 1

< And. it was here that the part:,r ma.dc, a’ docisive e*‘rr.m: :t‘cr: 1t wds: 'then tha.t ‘.he' o

Jcna—H.BorJ_"Ln connection originatéed,, which would later. have-such’ ‘great: impartmcc -

. ~for-the peace movement.. With these cxpatriations the party:itself created the: o :
publicity, without which the alternative pea.co movemcnt in cha would never ha.ve
;' 'been able to ..,prca,:l as’ Hide]y a3 i't tiid. B

~ . The doports.ticms had other’ conaequences, _too. I"or many who‘didn'-t fit.in_ 1:1 i
Jena,. they were-a depressing. expcrioncc. .Two factions formed. ~Some sald: "What am .
I doing here?:: Iw getting cut too,"” and they filed for emlgration, A.r'ld theri. there
"-rere the ,'1oto::icus stay-at-—hc'aes, who thcu‘_,h't... “Now get boricus.'_' i : -

Hy own op.’mion was _tha.t you have to cha.nge ‘thines f’h’b there, whem you'. lj.ya.

'"'Hhen something rubks me the wreng way, I've always’ had trouble keeplng my.- mouth
- shut. ‘Henece, in 1976 T took a stard ,on the expatria.tior- in‘a umiversity ‘seminary

Some of. my fellow. students: warned mo: "Blermann iz taboci!  Cool it, they'll do.a

» - number on youi"- Yeah, suro--and meanwhile; ono. of them na.d. uaItcn dmm sacm'tly in
o shcrtmd tl-nt I publ r.....cly ‘solldarized ‘with Bierma.nn. i e D :

L .mey rrot arcund to m;,' expulsiar in Janua:r:y. ;9?(. : I had connoctions wﬂ.th "the' )
i Fenat ‘undexworld,! -that was tho gzrounds. they gave; the FDJ- (Frae Gemnan Youth; the i
.. BE.Gaxrman’state.youth o*aa.ni‘.atim—-'l‘r o formally requested. that my name be. taken

- off the: student moll. My seminar colleagues were. mqu_’t_'md to vot on tuls:. 13 were

for kicking.me out, cne mgainat. ILatéer I found out that the umiversity admirdistra- T

‘- tion had talked to'all of thom in advance; one by one. This was: the lines:"Don® 't
o -you know what the Western newspapers arc. going to say?--'Jena student.expelled .
- while classmates’ protest!' Surely 'you don't want thom to bea- able to sla.nder us -
. lik:e th..t?" LR B

'l'han I cat a. copy of the univorslty discip]ina.ry c.ode a.nd dett.rnined tﬁa'b ny
expulsion was illepal.. Namely, there was. supposed to have boen a disciplinavy - R
hearing: and since -they hadn't bothered holding one,. I. wont on crulsing around thc

_university as though nothing had changed.” That was a new one on them, they'd -
. already. expelled hundreds of students in this simpio- vay without anything over.
happoninr;. 501 finally got my hearing, thon--an orderly. reancratic out-tho- o
. doox, The chairma.n of the dlsciplinary compmltteo  told me in parting that when I'di_

. provod mysolf :ln producticn, I. could think about applying for ‘roadmisslon.

‘At that tim.:. gotting a job was no proolom. I figured tmt T'd do ‘best as'a

txansrart. worker: you don't ncod hoavy qualifications .for that, you: gét around a
. 1ot and make a lot too. And it turnod out well. I (r,ot a joh a.t Zoiss in a sectlon
: that bauled haavy mac.hinexy tx::auncl. PP :

Robort Hovenann, sontoncod to dcath by the Third Reich in 1943, survived tho war

to. boeomn -a -propinent sclentist and spokesporson of “the 1,Gorman oppositionj salf- - L0

doscribod “oritical comnunist® and advocate of "soclalist denoeracy®) Stripped of
. cendonic position, diod.oarly thio yoar under heouse arrest.- Wolf Biormann is °

oqually populax (o.r.d unpopular) in both Gormanios as a political bnlladeer;. . -
‘forblddon to rucord, porform or publish in the ¢IR, he was ﬂtripped of B, (arma.n

e clti..onshlp in 19?6 While en a concort tour in tho Wemt., ... . . .. '70[\'7'.:.:.’..‘ '
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B Start:.ng 1:1 the e;.rly "705, a lot of- students bo__an coning 1nto Jena i‘ro::- out-— e,
'q:r.da. It 'really enlivened the: youth scones they'd run-into cur @x:oups ‘and, ‘wo, “wazoe
~metting 8 stdady stream.of . new ideas from ithem. -~ lMany had. given .up try¥ing to’ OOPE,

» with the stricture of big plants like Zelss or. Jcnapha.rm -and. vere looking, for -

. alternmative 1ifestyles.  .We thoughtiof . ourselvca: as.a. sccicty in so..:‘.darity; Bom
. of us-began living ommu.na.:.ly too,. a thing that had been very rare in the’ cIR: ]

= Wa kept-in touch- uith ‘each other-—for, example, bar neeting mcet mornings Bt’ 9 fOi’-‘

c hreakfast i.n the. unive rsit_,r c&etoﬂa . - B

: ~Around ‘thls time we buran to Ul toge ..h\.... (:I"' ;._:cx:-t...oli.cs which.

Vr_rmmd as. mini-—shouings of artists: who weren't all oied te exhiblt publi cly

U first we wanted to call the portfollos "Jena’ Improssions,” Tt pany thought . that
- wWould. uraw too much hea.t.- Artis+s tend to b‘. a little ‘nervous,’ i‘rc:a wha*’]" ;
: seen.

.aa thcn wo a.l o bo*'a.n “to make postcards with picturos and ca.p-.ions tha.t had -/
dcublc meanings.™ Wo sent’ these all over the republic, all quite: afficial through
+the -malls with. a stamp on the back.. Many went to’ praminent ‘perucnalities, for
example Hermanu Kant of the Writers' Unlon. Croups in’other cities were mailing
cut cards like ithese too, ‘1t turned into a real minor art form.. lfost He"'e dons

with s*._mple materials and in limiied numters. Butb it was an :meortant mediun

. because we couldn't paste up posters or ret ocut a newsletter. Ve Heré shcwing
7samotlﬁ.ng: tha.t e -Were' th\.rs. whethcr apycne saw us or not. .

va-a-'.* *

“'he circle of frlvxds in which I was activa was, lﬂco nany o-b'ncrs, involved in

" the discussion’ of pea.ce. We folt ourselves threatened, not by milita.ri:sm ‘and wa.r

alcme, but by tha- .;t::.te s violcnce and abuse of DOWET +« .« 4 . -

: Un till then we hf..d 1ooxed for collectiv:a activities chiai‘ly on two lcveL:
T wa met oither An “apartmenis,. in small circles, @ in. ‘festivals,” outin(fs. ‘or read-
‘Angs in which' up +0 100. people often participateq. Ma.ny things also wcnt on undero.
the protection t":e church » ».. '

. ‘But for us 4in Jena. ralations with the church oreaniza.tions were ticklish to

~'say the least.  Officlelly. ithcre wos: public youth activity which was open to any-
ena within the framework of the Youth Consyegaticn (JG). T always reea.rdcd tho JG -
asa kind of i‘mun where one could crc‘aanm ideas and expcr:!.cnces. e :

.- The catch was that the . superintondont mspcnsiblo for all the congroe,ations
in Jena con-t.rollcd the planning of such "JG Evenings." Ho a.lways wanted to I-mou in

.. advance what Wes golng to be discussed.’ In practicc, you hod to 1ot him censor:

... the pxn.snbatims.' Bvon a reliiglous commenoration of the 3?th e.nniw:rsa.ry af -

N Jena. -3 'bom'bing Wag reae\.tad out of - hand.

-1 myself never atcod too close to the church, I only ‘went to thn "Hcrkshops":
that is, programs with sing-alongs, ort oxhlblts and discussions, often therc'd 'be
photos and pooms hung ‘on the walls. Yos, and in Jena the youth pastor weuld put
in an appesranco: now and - thon, delicatoly touch hia :t"ln{'or to this 'poem or tho .
othor and sayt "That has to come down."

‘The .chupeh 1v.adarslup was afraid of conflicts.- Yo arc: not o .wadsma!: L.‘!.-..:..... R,

ih::y sald, "we won't let curselwus bo usod as a pln.tfcrn for political purposos.’
“That is why many turnced their backs on tho JC and camo togoethor cutsidoe-the .church,
In-o cirelo of pecple concoyned with tho problens of miute.ry sorvice, for ample.

. It was from this group that tho ldea camo feor: thoe. i‘irst minute of silonce on
Hovombor . 1", 1982, AL thc tir'c 1 wag, sitt_nﬂ :!n je.il. ap-I- on_y !mow yhat

Ono of tho postc'u:'da WaG o phctog::apr- of Jahn, ma.do-up as o Hitlor/stalin e

harleguin. For promonading the stroets of Jona in this attire on May Doy, 1932.-
and Tor flying o Polish. fltw from tis bleyele, Jahn was hold alx montha in_ 1nvuat-
o 1gativu axrost cn chax {:,us '_'_pablic‘ disrespoct’ for -_thu stato. order. . 7908 :
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';happenerl frcn he‘..rsay. .Lha.t eveniv-‘ around 5 pa, a.bcut 70 young people ga.therod

- un _the. centra.l pla.za in Jena, the “Plaza of the Cosnonouts" as:it is now called, . -
.T"lay Jist stood’ therd in-a ‘silent elrelo- facing ocutward, with. signs 'bca.ring the
word {Pezce.” It was a-simple invitation:to thenirht, ut th:!.s HAS. al:r:oa.dy on.tho

] borderline' af’ what ‘the- sta.te. powor -would: Lolera*e.

i Socn theru w'*re conv t_lcns th pa.ascrr,-'by. dttle discussior. e:coups -
_-Jfomed. The police and-the Stasi fSta.to Security Sorvige,”the B.Germen politlcal B
'.;poli.ce-—',r.r . had: no. ide:. ‘what. l-ras goinr_r, on because"' eva*y.hing wia.s cr'-anized 1trunad- :
_...ately bef(m:hanu : ’ : S

An in*pm:-tun* d.u-"'c- fo’* uss it tbe .I '15. pﬂu-"e mo ﬂent'
.a.ppea.ra.nca outside. the church. S S

s At the second mi.nuto of silance on mcenber "'li--once ag,ain "I.was un:.-.blo to
‘ pariici'pate-—thinﬂ*s didn’t-po q_u.‘x.ta as smoothly, '‘The pollcc got wind of ‘our. Pl 'a.ns
2 in- agvance,  they seized.a fow of us in. rreventive arvest.  Pundreds of police .
‘sealod off the city.that holiday evenin » no one from oitside ecould geb:-in. ~Some
who iived in: the inner. city finally succeeded in’ ‘getting to the central plaga. . o
~Thexre, they were roughed up: by. plainclothes Stasi aatznts e i They'd Blocked all ¢
the ‘hishways- int.o Jﬂna. 't.oo, bccause they ‘oaliaved it would esc.alate 1nto scmething-‘.'
_roaJJ.y big. R :

o With their nc.eclloss ehow of fqrca. the au horitios "le 'mca am.in taken ca:r:e
of the agltation for us and at tho same timo welded the Jena peace communlty even
-:-moro.closely togothor. The nore masslve the prossure grew from State. Security,

-who snii'fed out treascn behind evory acti.r‘n. t‘ze mora tightly the still 1sola.ted
peac.a ci:r.‘cles would dra.w .omthcr. o

S “.The church Ain Thurined...a. Aid just tha opposite! y bega.n "to km.p thei:r
dis‘r.ancs. .This began’ ‘when' “they publicly dlaessociatcd thenselves from the minute
.-0f. Sllence on Chrictmas ‘ove. A ficws rolesse from the chureh's press office..

-~ Anformed Wostern corrdspondents.that the church headinothing to do with tho, action
o oof ]bce\r“ber 24, and thal informaticn from ex-Jonan emigross in W.Borlin .should . bo’
-7'~'baken with-a e::a.j.n of-salt.  This didn't oxactly tring us closor to tho pastors.

. 7 And“then thoro was this youth workexr-in the Youth Congxegation who. turned out
to be 2 Stasl spy. "He was nbout 29, ust ny- a0, and was:running stradght:to the | -
‘Btate Security paople. wilih whatover was planned in the JG.'  Son2one once said:s "If .

- you want something spread azound, go to the JG and talk about it there." Although
ihe church knew about it, they did nothing. There wers scne who didn't. appreciate

thiss o Thon. whon-atout 2 dozon oopoclally active poople in Jona wore nxrosted in
~January’ "83, relatlions with the church grew aven worso. Bverywhore in the count.ry,_
from Borlin-Brandenburg to Mocklonburg, tho Ainprisoned Jonans were mentionod in

“church. soxrvices to show that thoy didn't stand alono--overywaore tut in Thurinria,

” ovcrywhem but Jona, that was the macabro part. It was duc, above all, to solid-
arity within tho peaco novorent that aimest oll of them wore hastily released in
Fobrunxry. lombors of the W.Corman (rocns 1ike Cort Bastian ond Petraz Kelly

-intercoded fex us, ‘tho ¥.Borlin hltomativo Id.sta, appenlod dimctly to st.a.tn a.nd
party chlof Honockor.

S A% tha ‘bacinniur of March, wo--tho mluusud prisonors and othcrs--ma.do an
. attempt to pot our Winlnoas stra.ihht with the church. For a long time wo hod -

. planncd a meoting with- Hornex Leich, biahop of the

- Thuringdai on laxch 1 it cane off. Vo oponly told him thot wo i‘olt in nead of
protoction, and wo askord tho church to ;*iw us tho posslibility of comtinuing
work, 'ho bishop turhod us down flat. DBven the exprossion "peaco clrcle® wa.a .

_anathona to him, as we uscd i1, - Of courso ono could te active in the ehuech, he
sdeld ue, ionly.in tho fora which the church 1tself urusc:.ibcd. Icroovor._non_—
. Ghriatians could nover pZL:\y a lcndine rolee v 4 :

“ 86 thon in larch wo docided to join nore closoly to:.uthcr in nelf -daxonso. _
’ .n.nd te ma.ko tha.t clear to tho outaidc wo na.mad mrmlvun ‘tha Joenn Funco Cammunity.
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That was thc i‘i:r:st time in the ¢ HR that o mroup of mople come to,,ether and sald .
here we a.re. this i3 what wo want, and stepped inte the public limelight ., ... .To -
" define -our’ stzmdpcint wo drew up a papor catlining our concepis. :Tho. alogan wasl
for us. reace 13 no .\.ar-of_t. diata.nt aoa.l 'but sometl'ﬂ.n{; imncdin.ta, vi-r,a.l here: and

s We pla.nnad cur rext mb.z.ic agpearzm..a i‘cxr Hm':cn 18. B a.pplieﬁ qui.te oe!‘ﬁ.c—
ia]_‘l.y tc thé city couneil and the police--using the. namo "*Jona ‘Feace Comuni‘ty" T or
“the first time—-to hold a public minute of silence. on’ the 38th anniverssry of . .7 .
Jorals bombing. . The refusal . cane the next- da.y-. ‘Pho rrounds: a pablic *"emcrial }ras
o adwendy. scheduled. for tha 18th CMthat's Fine 'with us; Mowat pindd ) Ywe t11: holdiours .
“-on.the 19th then." ‘That date was also taken. they aquickly replied, 'another commem-
orati.on was -planned in - the inner .clty on tha.‘b day too.” . :

. He me;ardnd this as’a subterfuge.. But ‘to keaa up appem:mcaa. withix-. ..m'ec o
days they had conjured up a wall with 2 new memerial tablet in tl’.ﬁ marne-hple.ce,
- vary Ainconviénlently. sei hetwcen the newspapsr stand end tho beer garden. . .0, It
LWAS a.-l-._ this menument, we -were infommed,: that a- math—-laying vas plapned . for. *he :
19th ‘They hopad; thal would cool ua ou..., tat we deu.é.ed 1:0 take pa::t in the SR
offi.cial cexemonica on-the 18th . . .

. “ e, sta.rtad from ‘Johannis Cate. and ma:ccheci tha 1&00 ne ._e:r:.., to the marke‘ p_.a.ce
dm-m -]’oha.nnis Street, which iz a pedestrian mall with many. shopsi passers—by
‘spemtanecusl 1y, Jolnerl the 30 membera of our peaca groap. - About tén thousand pcopla

l wore ;jathered in the market place;:anong them. many involuntary participants from
tho' schools and fa.ctories. A'wald of marshals formed around our greup to. keep us -
sepa.rated f‘rom the othére, I heard ono of -the: spectatcrs whispor: *If only. nothing

LW Others said "Ohechi: 'Ihcsc, are ‘the ones-that were ln. prison.”  Yes--

B nnd then the hassle storted.. They startod shoving us, acting out "the wrat th of the
pcaplc"--all Stasl pedplec and other state functionaries, a lot of tenchcrs were -
“with them toe. It was a really nasty situaticn because we'd trcught oir children
along, and only a fow-people trled to help Yy smdin{r between us and tho others.
Thoy ‘lxruta.lly tore dcvwn oy sian'a and rippcd then up. “nad to leava’ on ‘tho run.

The next day.' faxeh 19. wo left tho.childzen at hone. We'd put together a
. wreoth with 2 sowed nenorial rivbon that sald "Jena Peacc-Community" and "Syords’
Into’ Plowshares."’ With a delepation of. ten or. twelve. we marched at the end of the
“officlal’ procass‘l.on to the wronth-laying ot tho new- monument., -, Suidcnl}. abtout 50 -
.men bulled up to us from all sides. ‘We'd hardly set our, wreath down whon one of .
them- junped cut and twisted the ribbon so no one could read what it said, Then I
wont-up and tirned it back oroand; WO wcmt back and f-az'th 111fo *hat 2 fow times
until the ribbon tora. .

“Actually we only uantod to atnrd thoro for a nj.nute An silcnco. but wo were - .
immediately mushod away, So we waltod until the officlal. participants had gono and
thon pothered at the monumont nrain for our mimute. Abeout 100 men from the Stasl,
the party and the city council stayad wiik us thors in the pouring raln becausc
they thousht wo wore up to sonething. It was roally touching. . One of the
officiels took up his stand rigcht noxt to us, mumbling: out of tho cormer of his
mouthr "You: jailbirds, wo'll bust your heads pood o o " Insto_z:.cl, we got them to
join us in an hcur oi silonece.

Tha incidon-h cn tho 18th wos later cvcn rcportcd by W.Corman TV nows, who
tried to use it in a mudslineing nttack on the H. Cerman aster narch. ’

N T B Y

At this tino we made .mny txips to other citles like Jorlin, Iresden and
‘Helle, par*:.c:..pa...au in oxhdbiiions nnd readinse in privotu apartments ond showed -
documcnta.ry displays on our actlons. Those contacts wore inportant for our muiual’
wundorstanding: - hocoause SON0 FUCNBS in other clitlics who fox yecars hod toon just as

. active as us in the oltornative poace work  in thelr own cemmunities, within  the”
church or i\.n privw-he circles oi‘ friondss now i‘clt thm;.nalvos cast undur our shadow:
| - | R YT
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beca.use Jena had. ‘become the ‘idea. . On one hand, we wWere a.dmired because we had had
the courage to comb out in; the opem » On-the .other hand scmo reproachad us, they
cla!.med e were. c':ly showbkéating. - But Jena had never been the germinal cell of. thG
peaoe movament. He ‘had only fcund now _forms . to bring our dema.nds ‘befom 'bho pu'blic-

T-‘ine.lly sven State Security tricd to adapt to tho situa.tion. Since . the inci-
dants ‘of ‘the:18th a.nd 19 'bhay had noticably hold thc'nselvcs back:. they were trying
to work cut a new tactic, to appea.r to £o° a.lcmrg uith L S0 thay could hring us :
under ccmtrol. o ; . :

O AL the . Pentecost rally of the Free . Cerma.n Ycuth 1n° Jcn'r. on’ Iiay 19 thﬂ}' oven
aliowed us- pemi-official p&rticipatlon. ‘A swarn of Stasi-agents. ‘eacorted i from -
. Johannis Cate to the central plaze.._ ‘"You have the fifth spot Ain ‘tHo ‘march-ctlumn” .
they told me, wo wore suppesed to ‘position oursclves sdmcwhere way back in the’ TOar. :
Lot ccurse" we zald, a.nd then we nant a.11 the way up frcmt, right umier the R
spraa.kars‘ platfonn - o

He . wore {.’reeted over thc loudspeakers. ‘and an’ FOJ functiona:ry frem 'the uuivar-
sity bogan to attack ocur “Swords Into Flowshares”. slgns. He was reading a pxeparad
text off a sheet of paper: they had gotien .ocur number in advance,’ they wanted 10 .
rshcw us. up an public.  "If you want o discucsicn:” tho speaker. Tompously- challenged
us, "stey forward." Ho didn't havo to ask me twico.’ ‘They put ths microphone. in ny
- hand., "It was & cra.z;,r situatiom You know they.can take” the: nicrophone away at any
..omc.nt. you have:to say somothing fast-~something placotive, but. something that will
make an’ :mpms..alcn teén. .« ... I bellowod across the plazas "Swo:r:ds into’ plowsha.re.a.

tho order of ‘thé day for all pooples-~this was the domand.- of .Radio Moseow. on May: 15,_= E

1982 ‘at 21100 hours!® I used all the official slogans, ©. g+ "Wo 'support Erxich~
Honecker's proposal for remunciation of tho use of forece™ o but when I shouted
"We will not allow anyeno to forbld us to express- .cur own.ildeas on peace® they, o
‘grabbed the microphone a.hay from ne. The Iimits o“ the possible ha.d. boen rea.ched,
cnce 3{’3111.- o ; .

e In the meantime. soma espe.ciail_'l.y gung-ho FDJors had suxrounded ours: ]_‘Lttlo
group ‘and little” signs with thelr gi{;ant:l.c banners =0 thnt we were completely
hidden from Bight.. “As I climbed down :from the platform thoy tore up my picket sign

- and-L caught a couple of gocd cnes in tho face.. My frlends rushed up, it inpstantly
“turned'inito a Yraxl. - Suddenly a pair of Stasi people bogan. fra.ntically mgna.ling

- them to atop et xe-not’ supposed to do that!' I hoard them shout.. "Ycu euys :

havo pcne nuts'“ ’I‘he schene: appa.rcntly had becn to leavo us alone..

.v And. thfm something totally new happeneds discuss“ cn broke out &1 over tha
plaza.. many of the FDJers suddenly synpathi.,ad with us, wa’ scnsad that something
had beun sot :!.n motiOn. He folt that- wo wore the victcra.




Suggastcd nmencmnnts for Considerutlon =34 COnstitutionul N
conventlon of N&L Commlttees, 1983. PR :

Prom g_gene- ' _ T . o
- "1, When each book is flrst mentioned wea should put date of
“Publicatlon Ln.parenthesis. ox: in sumnarv sentence (see be-'
1ow) ment;on the dates for each writinq :

fz; Oon. the fourthgpage of Preamblo,.after the santence whlch
reads ﬁAs agalnst tthe: party to 1ead"concept,'suc& integrall—‘

$~ty of‘dzalectica oind., organizatlon reflecgs,»he revolutionary o
maturity. of the .age. and its paslion for o phi]osophy of 11b—;7
SrD i:ion B :

MAEEEE;;EQEEE_E_Eiberation wnd M1rx & Philosiophy OF Bavoiation
~has:ghown that the- -integrality of dialectics and. organizatlon
is grounded in .working. out the fullnese of Harx' s‘“revolution—
in~permanence. ... This view of the; totallcy of Marx's works,_~
(includlng his 1ast writings, the Ethnologiczl' Notebooks, dig-
closad new points oF departure for oux age on revolutionary
organization, on Man/wOman ralations,on revolutions‘in tech—
f_nologically underdeveloped lands --"the Third World,  This
‘presentation of Moxx's "revolutlon—in-permanenco" ‘provides _
" the vantage point for' engaging - the generations ‘of revolutxon—'
.aries after Marx —- Luxemburg and Lenin most especiall
in 2 exiticai manner. At the same - timea," today a mcvement for
wfreedom e the Homen ' s- Liheration Movement, tha: Black Dimen—
';51on, labor and yo"th -~ ‘are seen as:linked to Marx B philoso—'
©. phy of liberation and as revolutlonary Reason striv*ng for
2. new human beginning. x ' BV

Marx;sm and Freedom (1957), Philosophy and Revolution 3
[19?3) and Rosa Luxembu ‘Women's Liberation and Marx's:
Philogophy of Revolution (1983) together with Americon Civili~
zation on Trisl: Black Masses as Vanguard (1973, 1983) =are
the thecretical foundations of the Marxlst—Humanlst 0rgan1
tion, -News and Letters -Committees. (Now continue with ' "Howf
ever they are not 8 'program’. T T LT S RO T

From Andx S ' ' : :

v Rosa guxembuﬂg, Women 8 rlberation and erx B Philosoghy of
-Revolution both deepans and expands the. philosophic’ founda-
‘tions and prin01p165 astablished in the two earlier works
hy illuninating ‘tha practlcal organizational guides in Marx! s
concept of "revolution in permanence,* and by opening antire-
iy new- revolutionary third-world perspectives that were ‘dis—

. covared in the .process -of analyzing Marx'a laotest but hareto-
fore ignored: work, his Ethnologicsl Notebooka. '

Morxism.and Freedom, pPhilosophy and navolntion.“and Rogsa Luxem-—
burg, "lomen's Liberntion znd Marx's Philosophy of Revolution

ara our theorxetical foundntions. However, they are not a.
“"program" ... ete. : 91 ?




il wor

From betero
< (This n?rwgraph would follow ‘the end of tﬁe fi*st itallcized
B sentence on p. 4, that ends
and organizatlon MY il e :
S Just.as- Philesophy and Revoﬁhtlon renstatea the,revolu—__
tionary dialectic - for our. ‘age,. B8O -has . Roan . Luxemburq,'wcmen s
Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution posed the in- .
separability-of: the -philoscphy of revolution from revolu*;on—'
o, ATY orgdnization. .‘Rosa. Luxembury,’ V¥omen®z Libaration and I
'eMarx g Philosophy of :Revoluticn presents “new moments’ from .
- HMarxls last. deeaae .{especially his Ethnoloziec=i’ thebcoks)
which’ 1ets us. hear Merx think as he ‘velztes new. subjects of .
“revolt to new concepts of llberatlon,”“hereby fo*gxng new
pathways to revolutioh:.. Now that all Oof Maxx's major. works
have beer pried.fmm *he archivea,'et the” some - time ae new
Hsubjects of revolt such as.Women's: piberatlon,'a new Thizxd
-Woxld, . and youth- antl—nuclearvstruggles hava”arisan.iet bo-
. comes possible: to. fuse Marx's: cr1tical~practiﬂa1—revolutlon— .
"ary ‘method with revoiutionary brqanizatlcn 1ts 1€, _AB. against. -
,the post-Marx Marxists who 'kept philosophv and . organlzatlon
~in. seperate ‘compartments;- Rosa ‘Luxembirg ., Womea'e Libarzation
and Marx!s Philoscphy of Revolution - <hallenges our, age ko
-ma?e phllOSODhy the: very ground of erganlzatlon.

‘_4, T ;-.v-.‘:;. Y .1 o e z -

.;k,(The text would then contiﬁue ag isy- the proposed addition
‘to.the. second .paragrarh on. p. 4 contained 'in “the’ REB mxnutee
of July 24,-1983 reade very: Wetl,vwnd I have no add‘tions
for that.}. There-is.one minor changeur-would suggest t-

'the top of p.-3 where we say "Hel shall bhe published once

a. month" Since we publish ‘not ol oncea’ a month but ten tlmes
L@ year,tI suggest.we eﬁv.-lnstead "N&I, ghall bekpubl;nhed.

"rat least’ 10 times _year'- A L

 From. Jimef;;“ - v ' i : : -
In- conslder1ng what to add to the constitution, the relat1on-'“
sth batween organization and 'revolution isg- centrat.' Trying .
t3 recreate what Moxxy expressed for the relotionship between
the indjividual and =ociety has relevance for today when the
world is& full of revolutionaries whose rela onehips to the -
,wnrld are being worked- out as, ravolutionarv organization.-
The concept in- Marx igs . :
e Lo My universal consclousness iw Gnly
the theoretzcal form of the ‘1iving: form, wh1ch i= the real
Lomnunnl, gocinl. existencae:inasmich as nowaaays universal
-conaciousnees is »n abstraction from real 1ife .and, as such,
- is hostile to it. Hence oleso the activity of my universal
consciousness, as such, iz my theoretiecnl existence as 2
social heing." : :




Thus. in the fourth uaragraph from the end of preamble,
QLJLKV to. Lhe beg;nn:ng._and conclude the pwragraph with- :

"%is tr11oay of revolution promotes the . organiration'
ph1loeophy that itself achieves the act of 1nfu3ing actlon

_wwth Ma*x -3 concapt of revolutron in permanence.n:

In the paragraoh p*eced ing (that beglns ‘on: p. 3) after Lhe
senténce” endlng with "philoaophy and organlzation"' ﬂad rhe

fol]ow1ng--ﬁ

It is in thF 19805, with a Vlew o the totallty of Mazrxly:
“1ife and work, that Rosa ‘Luxemburg,’ women's Liberation-and’
‘Mari's. PhilosoPhy,ot Revolution brings togather- the pronlemr
“tic of revolutionary transformation of reality with Marx's
ph;losophy of revolution.; In HMaxrx's: humanlem ravolutrons ‘
‘truly find new paths -~ new forces &S Reason, g10b811Y.‘ond

'-transcpnding capltallsm.“'xt is the fact of Yomeh's.: Linerctlon

that challenges revo1ut10ns to answer “what happens aftex"
“which also. has dcmonstrated how deep the necessary uprootlng
of capitaliem must be as well as shown | ‘the depth of Marx's
- humanism. The challenge to all revolutions — beglnnlng w1th
Nnrrlsts after Marx -— is ko cotch the link with Marx's Morx~"
ism and to end the history of 1ncomp1ete revolutions ‘and be-.
gin human hlstory. : : -

From Terrx '”" T S O

... .The only contribution I feel I ‘can. make’ ﬁt this POlnt ig
8till “first negativity", that is, I con say what IT' ‘don't llke
about’ the paragraph in the Minutes of 7/24/83.  Yhat I felt .
wos that somehow ocur contribat ion was missing, our 35 year

_fdevelopment ‘The paragraph tries to tell everything but it
‘doesn’ t show it, - Perhaps that' is the Wrong th1ng to try: to
“'reach for in the COnst;tution. What I found was that I likad »
.the‘who e Are Sfatement better because it -shows the process:.

By tracing and’ para]]el;ng this age's 30-year movement- from
Prﬂctlce to theory with our own. theoretical develOpment.,.
" . The

_rest may seem lie nltﬁpscklng. Iin the firsr sentence, rather’

than say "spelleﬁ out" Qouldn't it be better to say. “deepened":

“ox “developed"? Also, I wondered why "TLM has to go "along

with” Rosa Tuxemburg..Isz it hachuse we were trying to say that

"what the WLM raised on forms. of organization "along with" RL' s

ideas on spontanaity “helped us" to work out a dlfferenﬁ con-"

:ceptlcn of orgaﬂizatxonv But is that really what is important;f"
“to single out since we Ao have to singte cut only one or

two things? What I liked mo muach in the book is what RD says
the .WLM ralsed: L)how deop and totzl the revolution has to
be, ond 2)the dual nature of revolution. It iz true that LM
iaeads directly to the Marx aection but inatead of saving it .
"helped us to work out” wouldn't it batruer to any that the
‘unfinished: nature.of those two points compels a grounding in-
Marx? Yes, they helped us work it out, but that help came in

" the form of the movement being_so unfinished and undaveloped.




