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cllnaxed wlth the ;DCUb around \omen ‘5 Llheratlon,'so thét Rosa uu—"*
XemburF:~aomen B8 learatlo “and marx's PhllOSODhV of Revolutlon is a.

. nseparable and most unlquc unity —~ 2ad" have that prilogy- thlsff
year when it more. than Just "ooincides” with: “the rarx Oenten__xj'wit'
"glovhlah‘time to test that: word, R:VoLUmIOIAR when ‘the. subaect is,
homen B leeratlon.» That-is: Lo say.,"llberatlon" is not: merely a i :
questlon -0f "dresst (there are -many Miwomen' s organizations, ‘as aux 1;3ﬁf
llarles=or otherw1ao, ‘wher's - that can be’ dealt w1th, AL your have tlme-
s for: such mattars).. I% is not. even:vcu itture: Althﬂugh*thﬂt dEiln‘

1telv 15 h‘StG“iC, is- oi the eesence when one 'B. llfestorv “(history
'or her tory) ‘ig- very nearlv on the tevdl of revolution #- fop.rn,~
many fundamenta1 respects, lu,ls, indeed, an antzclpatlcn of that..
revolutﬂon) “'nevertheless, ‘culture, -1ike whilosophy;  -still remalns,,
withln the clans socletv.; ?evolutlon, and - revolution ‘alcneycan up-
_root the totallty 6f society. as is. Bothln? ‘else cani’ It7is preclse-.]wf
ly because that is so that lt ig that: arid- that alene ‘which speils out
our unlqueness: our 1n81sterce that a successful revolution ig: g
sgparable from a_phllosonhy of revclutlon as much aq 1t 1s ingepar-.
iy _able from the force of reVOlution as Reason}; ) .

. ng R
tlonal Tour espe01allv' “are rooted in: thau Trllogy of Revolutionf'
and’ lt 1o_h¢5h tlme uo ask yourselves questlons of organlzatlon and
why autonomy doas not mean- laoseness, v01d, bereit of serlous._ﬁiae
lectlcal thoupht._'mherefare. asa yourselves: What tlpe 0f orggnlza—
" Ask yourself, equallv serlouslyl
Hasn't hlstory provnd._wzth the collapse 3t the Second Internatlonal
“(and- genu‘ne. revolutlonarv Larxists belonged to. it, not only et
fnrm*sts ‘much. less hetrayers, althouph 1t 1s.fhe 1atter that never-
the ess 1mparted thel_.retropre s;onlsm to _the . whole), that, not -
finé llnv ued to L“rx s +otn1 philoﬂonh of revolutlon as. eround
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also ior organization. thﬂ
dPadlz

Tyt

Eain an allegedly

Let'me glve-you Ju t two examples to show you whv I seem
'5hardly elated,-

sponse fo neetln?s eround th aw. book. The f;rst ‘s the Iact that
_ggﬁgmggggpvr.' Women' g leeratlun and harx g- N Philosonh Sof- Revolutlcn
ia the -first. wobk evar to have brought out +the femlnlst dimens;on 1n
Luxemhurg, revolutlonarv theorlat and. actlvxst -— and. the': reason 1t
halfuexcused Luxembureg. for not reveallng her femin_st dlmen31on 1s.nj'
hecauee<_t “ig up: to: our .age to have saen more than she herself saw
bﬂcausp ‘she wag. an orzelral f Being .an; orlglnal meant that :she - had
no worrlea tha*rher Ero was in-exile or that she - felt alxenated. If

~ youril forgive me- for bow;ng “to cu1+ure and agreeing with. that male
chauv1nlst D.H. Lewrence, let mﬁ poant out ,that as-a. great artlst he
knew whereof he~spoke when he, said taat. unlese WL tlng in_someuwayf““
-escages;lts author. it really 1sn't hnautlfhl. ‘That concept of:
Grlglnal is the qecond example.a Let's goulnto both examples a- hit

ferent from all othar women, in and out of the movemenf. :

'orlalnal, .she felt that though shp 1n ho fundamental way dlsagreed
w1th Joglches. she could he herself only by separatlnp from hxm._,_"
Belng an orlglnal,‘she, in the very mldst and at the helght of antl-_'
';war act1v1tv and revolutionary perspectlve. suddenly called upon .
Penthes1lea, flrst to, defeat the Achllles 1n the German Social Demo-
cracy, and then decided that they really weren't worthy of Achilles'
fate: the GSD had a- damned szght more vulnerable places than thezr;
heels.;a'g_ , o : et f e i e

y A :
The WIK; 5f todav that. falled to pav attention to Luxemburg

nd in th31r narrow—mindednoss Ia1 ed to see her femlnist dlmen51on
because they diere?arded her revolutlonary nature,-llfe and thought.




ne

of hat they thoueht

proof need not lle ‘in. Rosa Luxemburp but is as AmérlCan as applei=
-ple (or whatever vqu thlnk i ;ndignnous)--— namely, Nargaret Puller.
' academla and Naw have ye o have the:
sllghtest pa“ceptlon oI whét theory 1s and whv Soaourner Truth'
and namlnv'hnhael Mnct a'-M :

USu consider Té+vana \amonOVa and cort“avt hnr e;ther to +he
:IHD 1n 191? that toppled thn centur¢es—old arlrm, or to the fact ':._
‘that presently ‘she talks of harxism but Stlck“ to - NOW and‘Othe:wsuphf:
“org anlzatlons ——‘to hnln her overthrow Russian: state—CéPifalism?'.
'Reaxlv??c--- S : S e R

PR Please, Please, ‘vlease: ~—-call A meetln “=inot for “the
_"masses" but strlctlJ and’ enly for " the few- of you. to take, a second?f'fi
) look a‘b 'the new book, ‘ ‘1m1ted o 'the single queatlon of wha-t: it 15:.: .
'that you shcuTQ uant to ‘do; firs “to. prenare ground for the tour.i;,
and second, to*fbllow—through r1ght up to tne'“ Comﬁltutlonal Ccn—“A”
'VentloN. R : : c




WuniV°rsal cut of this 1s that llttle word I nevertstn

'- ‘ialectlc., ol B T L I S R L

“?th°d°103v» methodologv methodoloFV._ Becauééxészhéft
ist—numanlsts we. are- alwavs stres ins the qulntessentlal.’so that.
"dialectlcs" is. a’wavs *cllcwﬂd by Mof. 11be atlcn, (or "of, x ravolu
tion" or: "national-self= determlnatlon"' and =y forth ‘and’se: iorth)

- we’ mayﬁforpet that: dldlectlc metbodology anplles to: all thlngs, “an

 'not JuSt Wh?ﬁ we' e onalder qy*n toose ntiali: Wit nouu 1t,.*hcre'1s nel

'way, i“ an analysis- of anv tOpl “small or-laree,’ that we .can: trace.
2 process of devethmﬁnt ‘sericusly enounh *to know 'the movement.: ‘Not:
anWlnE “the: movomen ;> whether-in the, suh1ect1ve.0r ohaectlve sphere,_g'
there 1s no wav to parcelve the ‘direction. Also - 1ack1ng. then, is:

-for, ever 1f one rnows the'"facts. .one would stlll S

o ._;fake auch 91mple que@tlons aqt"What books can I read on'
-omen =3 Lib°rat1nn° 'Lnere .are a 10T ahd - oon't want to waste my

time.:'uhere can . Obtdln the type of book that would show me the op—
POSlte p01nt_of view? Ahnn should I read these° Toyether w1th those

assxrned fo# the class. Qr=before._or after° And who 15 the most

excitlnp Writer on \L?“ R

*”hat no one thought about so simple a- matter as loohlnF
at the footnotes in’ uoaa_Lumehurp, Women‘s leeraulon aNd narx'
Pnllq_gphi“gjﬂﬁevolut;nn, ‘which are ‘elmost as ecsential- as *he text:
1tself,_and ‘that no one thaupht of lookxns at’ the blhliOgraphy e _

“ whieh’ is divided-in: such a- way as to. re*a+e various books . to diiier-'
ent theoreﬁiczans. Lo d;:ferent Lopiﬂs {from Black:dimension te

harx 5 nnllosophj), and to dlfferent historlc periods (ueparatinr
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the books ‘o’ the earlv

,a'seli-consﬂlousness ebout what uhe new book trulv.ls.,f

-ildnhﬂe ub-u+

_ Al‘ow me to oup ost “the kind of 1ntroductcrv talk that L
::weu1d apply to. any cl&s"-on the.new book,~ or.;lndeed,\any one of thgr
t:lloyy"of revolutlon.*

o give the 1mrresslon that partzc pants ‘will have: mlsqed somethlngn“~
-ﬁ by not star 1nz wmth Part I, or. efiding beiore the - b°°k -ends. ., The .
jdlalectlc oi xart 1T would easilyﬂenourh soon *eveal thats An fact. :
“Part: II projects all three varts of the! ‘book.- ~TherEfQI‘e-f'bhe class
would ba cu 1ed3 “iomen's lee“atlon R Yesterday- Today and Tomor— -
. e sentenée would iollow that would show tbat 1t is not only '_7”
A quEBtlon “of “time. as: nnst; pregentiand; future: but time. in: the Larx-: -
lan éense of: “qnace Ior human self—develoumnnt._ boreover, 1t would
be E:) pood 1des to follow that with the iour quotations that nead~~
ﬂart II. because evervone woula then ‘seea thn toplc as- both compre“
hensive ‘and vet very. personal and - excltlnp. includlnf uulemb“rf as a- .’
zreau revolationary, D H Lawrence as ‘a preat writer, Iouise MiChel
.Ag & crea‘t‘. Communard. and Parl'harx as the vhiIOuoPheT °f revolutlon

0

state that vou propos that the nlass conaist of three chapters“and
1thdt you ccnsxder the‘Iootnotes in each chapter B0 1mp°r't9nt fh: e
you mropose having two- . reporters at emch session {or take two weeks,
" one fox ‘the chanter.and -one for the: footnotes): aﬂd that you are. pro—
..,D091np thls hecause>vou want other views aired 1 R

’whether or no* you do inc‘uae those quotatlonag vou would_?'

R . Thus. tha mair re- ;:-.
porter io“ the seven,uapaa of. Chapter 6 wculd hava a chance 't:o'E
spea? both on -the pasty including a worLd historic event ilike the . ..
First wWomsn's Rishte uorvenuiun..aud ‘on Dur agf;: contrastinr rarcuse .
'_'and_simbnéjdeﬁeauvoir, ns well as on: the diiierenve betwean indlvidu- C




 ia11sm (be that senn

 masges in mstlon (be’ tﬁat the Women _ . or. the
'ffRu351an Revolutlon, 191?). : '=+he.saﬁe tlme, another reporter”:
"(or re’orters) wculd teke'up the 21 footnotes to that chapter. '

- et it b sald wherevertthnre is enerpv'or crﬂeti‘{é o
.:'She has’a masculin ming: & helleve somabody would be sufi1c1gntf;‘

517ly 1nterested in: flnd‘ng out’ about the wcman who Sald tnls 1n ‘the

“219%h century (npec1ilcallv as earlv as 1845) ﬁo V°1“"teer t° r?port
”;on her: hiorranhv )

';wherei+he one “oh- Ia urne; is: iollowed'hv the ‘one’ ‘oh’ Black
' Someone would surely want to’ report on the Black dlmen51on, don't
*7you thlnk¢_ ' '

. Pow tgke the next rhapter (Ch ?), whlch 15 also a hrlef .
‘one of elp“t _pages. . Yet you have. ‘there the.very topic.~-. the break——

up of - Luxemburg and Joglehes whzch onty Daralst—Humanxstq ‘have:.
explained’ in'a wav that has So nter~re1ated the Nan/ﬂoman relatlon—

: Shlp (éven where both of them ére revulutlonarles and very much in

- h,ERCh other) o th__hlstorlo ‘period. phatrall can ‘see any

o easy’ ens SwWer is 1mDossxble.‘ And it 1s becauqe'nobody ‘can. have B
';FQUlCK answer tﬁat veu see women, as women, 1n sharp confrontatlonf
with the righ+w1ng SOC1P1-Democrats who are betrav1ny.; At the same. .
. time, the footnotes Flve us, readlnFs that 1nc1ude everyone ¢rom Kol- ...
-f*ont&l tD “ettls whoa thouEh he has wrltten the most. comprehensive_"

m'}work on Luxemburg, is so- 9harplv crltlqued that one sees- that, far

'7from belnp an eagy; characterlstlc to expose, male ChauVlﬂlsm diess
- very deep. 1ndeed.'w1th1n even those who consc;ously try to be “ialr

f\

‘ Finallv, the. thlrd and, o8t demandlng chapter (Ch 8) 18:
'on the unilnished tasks of %oday.: i dare ‘say: that nobody can read
“panes 100»101 on'the new voices and-not he moved. hv the newness that
’ﬂtoday's wlﬁ nas hrouzht, ahd- yet. be very: conscious: +hat even: %houeh
Wwomen' s Liberatlon ‘has moved . from be;ng an’ Idea to- beinF a havement.
we mre just-at. the verybepinnings of. anythinp that- could be: called"
success.  Indoed; I- believe that whather we- are talk;ng about China.
~lop - ‘Sheila Rowbotham," or ¢ curreqt movements from Lran “to Bortugal. the
_.;_desire would be. to spend tnree maetings on. just. + 12t cne cnaptsr;.._. . 7816 :




415 thls chapter that
';phy ag action, ana,

- you would certalnly over each cne, hut .be. sure’
“‘to Dozn to our own nooks and pamnhlah¢ nct only in, nngllsh but in

The whole p01nt of thls letter and the reason for.“endlng
1t to “the. locals i that feel tbat once we get the method of what
‘a merxist—humenﬁst'class ig < 1t lS aIWays a preparatlon ior one‘l
”tyne of rpvolutlon or anothér - 1t wouldn't matter whether you try
x“to take up - the book ao'_ ‘whole, or’ onlv a part of the book, or the
fwhole trllogy of" revolﬁticn.Bf Jhat ;5 necessary 1s tnat we shou1d
Pnow where we're goifg in ‘order to create thﬂ kind of attltude g0
; obaectiv1tv and” su';_c+1v1tv whlch mean mgra5p1ng our Orlﬁlnﬂl:U ”u.“,
Q{fundamenhal,_historic "contrlbutlons 5’" fk s Parx1sm not as. dogma.¢tf
“much ‘less- “orders from'above.f hut e be ‘g ab1= to share the joy of'”‘
'flndlna the 11nk “t6 ‘so SWEEplﬂF a contlnent of thoupht and of revoi :
tion that, though it is 100 years old; thet=is where we' w111 Ilnd the
:+ra11 to’ the 19808, " It 'is the “trail’ uO today whethe” that he on”
ﬂLs on Iabor, ‘on the Blac'tdimens1on, on the reasantry. or on Youth

" "as that new peneration of: revolut;onarleg thatiwas 1ucky enough to .

be born when o whole newsThlrd_uorld.emepged. full:blown' not-from -

' ‘$he head of Zeus but from.their own mass self-sctivity: -~ Thisg kind "

. of'interaébmmuﬁiéation between the. ages iz -able to.create such-new

~ human. relatlons “that, though:we live 1n the. capitalxs»-lmner1a¢1st

-fnuclear world; we. have a:view not of - extinctlon but of the future
that is'in the present.: . oo

Yours,
T
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. POOTNOTES: - T T . S :
-~ Le Unfortunately, “the' title of-‘Chevigny® “pook. in this footnote
wu-doeginathing ucEthe  namesof Kargaret Fulleér; since we followed
.the. idiccies of:the publisher's rules which do not require sub-:
. titles in footnotes, and-because,-again-unfortunately, Chevigny
cdneludedvFuller?!s neme: as“a subtitle. : It-is correctly:listed:in .

24 T¥wigh’ 1" could -transmitiiol.every reader; whether member - or -not,: ' -
*Justhow demanding ‘that chapter .is,.and-+that by “demanding"-L mean’ -
the individual responsibility: for workin uout?ﬁarfo:PhiJOEOPhYVOf'7"
. Tevolution:in'such comprehensive: and concreté terma‘on.the-higtory '
‘and development of Women's lLiberation that future generations
covld ‘say;-"On, that®s where they should have:started.” . =~ =~

2

3.1.9%n*t mean that the "Overview”-of . Part II is what:holds for..
‘all threée books, ‘I do mean that the methodology, whick allowed me -
to ‘present all of Part I in Marxism:snd:=Freedom as-the "Novement
. from:Practice,* was due first: to the pew Universal-that T.ab= ... ..
- Stracted “frdim the actual: movement: from practice .which made.me-see
that that was exmetly what Marx did reparding such simple matters
as ‘the weavers' strike, and that therefore it also applied to
reriods.laong before:. 1844, For example,-this being -an American-
book, -1t was important. tc note-that the ‘engines-of revolution.
were . the . Committzes ¢f Correspondence.- Since; I couldnirprove, .
that poilit without.writing very nearly-a whole new book, I-"simply
»noted it -only.as-a footnote:’ {That is.a:most significant aspect
of fooinstes:i- If you.study them.carefully, you zan. get:a whifi ~
- of thenext:book. inthe writer's mind.: .That holds true alsorfor’
RIWLIG, ) It took:many . veara-befors Frank wrote :the pamphléty : i
dmerica‘s First Unfinished Revolution®, which developed.the gues-
tion of the Commlttees of Correspondence.’ B S
;. As for Philosophy and Revolution; its deVelopment began with .
‘the. Hegelian didalectic “in and for itself™ (Ch. 1) and then traced .
its recreation in Hlarx:(Ch.2), followed by .what it became in' '
- Lenin, ‘as the: Great.Divide in Marxism (Ch.3).. Philosophy and . .
- RBevoluxion, by the end, could show the dialsctic’s continuing, . -
Pivotal "nature! by pointing to  Fanon's recreaticn of it for |
illuminating the revolutionary opposition to colonialismy. :In..
addition_to &tudying the footnotes in P&R, please read carefully
 the new. Introduction to the 1982 ‘edition, and see how.I answered
‘the academic Hegelian who accused me of  "ereating" an unchained .
dialectic. Thern  see how I used the phrase ‘for the orgsnization
in my Summation at -the Expanded REB on Jan. 1, 1983.. - .




