“AND, THE CREATTON. nr-{mmmm BWA"FIOHS
"Eumn conc.ep ts are BubJect:l.ve in thsir “I love 511 ren who dive. Any fish ca.'n
_i‘nbatractnesa, aepsrateneaa, but-obJact- . -swim near the surface, /but:it takes’ &l
ive.as a whole, in the procesa,-in tue T gveat whalc to go downnta.irs five m:lles
‘Bum-—‘botal, At the tendency,,...n thessr . gromore i and<1f . he don'tiattain the: -bot-
‘souresa’ o © tom,; why ali the lomd in Galena won't
—-- Yanin, h‘bstr-sct«'of- \Hegel'a Gclence Fashicn the rplummet :that willy: Iimnot:
‘ of Togio. (CQJ..'Lected Ha*lca,g\ral.- 38, .- telking ‘sbout Hr. Emerson now =~ but that
P 2&1 SRR : .Wwhole -corps of: thousht-divars that: ha.ve
<heen diving: ané <coming ‘up ‘agein’ with blood-,
| Bhot ‘eyes’ since the world began,” - oo
- mlvu.le, Letter ‘of: March 3, 18!49

: h Ausust 13, 1933
Dear Yquth-' _ A
Beca.uae_m. IEV déep Lomidence 1:: tha youth auriving to

AR AN e : '”a‘ ot Ll

:‘t‘hﬂt of "the genera:r.ion of

S 1.

-"5from'the hard 1a.‘bm.' of 1-=-crha.’oing i»!'a":r 8 ﬂmory of‘ "x*evolution :!.n pernr.nence for- g

- theit' age anrJ thﬁt theory picked up "en route" woulz. Bolva "‘hP totality of the eco-_'

B _"nomic-poli'bical—sccial crises, as well as end U.S. :lmperialism‘s war. :Ln Vietnam

: :Neirarf.ﬁei'eéé',- one; of - the

. t:Ween Sartre. and Ievi-atrauss (ncﬂ: etact]v youth themse.’wes, but accepted as g-u.:'ua L

_ by the you'bh mmrement), 88" the 9603 genera'tim contimzed to -To'l_'l.ou new! philoaophiaa_'-___-'_-_

lﬂce F:.\ciatentialism a.nd Structurulism, 1nstead of 'crying“ to. find thse histar:lc link

of continu.ity with "oLa” Mm‘x;sm. Whila Ifsﬂ_.-s_tf.rauss“icritiquad' _f:':_a_.r'!'._i‘e_;"s_,a_dhcirenea‘

to. dinlectics, holding that S't.ruct_m'alislp_ requivred’ %hé_'ar@lyt.{c ; empiric,.sciengifie .-

e
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NThe - ethnolngiat ia actua.‘!.‘l.;r sa:,ring ‘l'.ha'b ‘he ‘18" not interested in

- masning (aignificance) s which he regards as meresly- {a.nd ‘alveys)

- phenomenal, - . For him, tha .primary: ‘phenomenon is not meaning;” but s
- the ! nnn-maning which lisse behind mming a.nd to which, he be].ievea, cene
- mesning is: mdmi‘ble R R T : Lot e

notk dilutea by' Existent a_l.ism bu* sc«n m itz: ‘essence 28 a ceaseless movement of

"y T

Tt was this,"gimt thls, which led proletariana to ac.cept dialectical de—

velopm.r;i-:, not a.lone for. ta "ﬂynémism but for its meaning :l.n histo“ic con.frcnta- N
tion.‘ Contraat the non-Ma.rxiBt. intellectualisfic ’ abstract .approach to dialectics
w:l.th: that or & Ma.rxist-vani.s'l‘. proletarian attitude - and conside.' that it waa pre- .
-.ciae:ly on: the queation nf phenomenolomr.l Elmt does nat mean- pbencmenai ‘bu:t. 't.he )
science}‘of,:-phenozem,' -of” experience. -1 a.mweferring to. Chm‘les _Den‘by,‘ ‘the" Editor

of News & {.ettara n.nd h:ls favorite quotat.ion from Hegel-

_*' See "Anthropology in Queaticn" in 4 bection 6, "The Root is Wa.n Cri‘cica.‘l. Tra.ditions
of .Relnv entirg A‘qthrapolow (‘Jintage Boaks ;. Ra.ndom House, 197h).
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i Enlightenmnt upseta ‘the hcusehold ar—-abgemnta, wnich
+ 8piriticarriesout in 'the hondé of faith by Brisging i the - :
“rgoods an.d furniahings belonging to t‘m world of the Here a.nd, :
NW |I P : o EAE
- Phenomenology of Mind p. h].l

~ e

'th. 3035 Philosoplw hafe uO say' on. the rel&tionshin between rea.'lity and J:evolution?

ment thm: Denb} s o tvactirm %o HPgelia.n d‘!alectius daepaned. He cnulc’. ‘then sée

PN - nr._

'jtbat dialecticaI--developmnt sl e;n:!‘_f’iece 'hhe tran.aformation of reality.-

el ) ""'-'-triéa :
It 13 tme ths.t re‘:olu'hionaries :L:Lna Mao e.lao f to eacape confronta‘-ion

before "f‘ultural Re‘mlution." . A't. the ve.ry heighi. of tm Cultwal Revolution, 'bhe :

a.imed to ha.\'e as against what ex.;.s..-ed in China by callj.ng :t‘or 'one _1ke the Pa.ris

Kere wag Mao, vho had aeclamd himself to he a Ha.r:.ilt-conmmist and .in
19!&9 led. a: greaﬁ natiomzl r'evolutinn. If‘ be was ‘awore” of “hew deep th.. uproo'bing of
the old ha.d to be s he . openly declared the’ 1'evolution to be bourgeo:la-democratic

nnd the sm.inty 1 self to be s‘l‘-at.e-capitali%t, he revaaled norue of .tt to tbe masses. iE

s

He a.saured tbem "hey had nothing uO fear f om th_ "Ch:l.neap whc Btood up," o regime

b
e .‘

+*-m-. was hea.ded by the Ccm!mmist Pa.r-ty. By 3.966, when he launcbs'rl the ."Gxeai; Pro-

£i

..eta.“ina c'....}.turnl R-"olut:mn " ha nm. only decl.u.xeu ru.s 1and to bn."ﬂc'-*..lht“ but
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mressed a8 they felt his rule to. be Ehat,. of any capita.liut (private or s‘bata)

'I’iua Sheng, Wu-lien st.u:bement I q_.lo‘bec here can 'be found 1!1 Chapter 5 of.¢

Philosoplw and- Revolt..ticn. “lea.se remm‘bar, dear’ Youth, 8s I appeal tc you ..o en- 7-[

I.ooking Iri‘ » :; It 1s tmm ..bat-. de

Ny repreaent ol ]

I’evartheles;s,they Y the very sa.me-'sub:ject —— Alternatives — that I began this 1e+.-

ter with : and' 1a.ter-I wiJ_'I. ccntrast that to a. t:.- .' -ecrea.tion of Marxism for: one s o '

.I 'believe, to dig dee'o into tha.t if we .‘Look first a.t what we are familiar-.':
with - ‘bhe Youth Revolt in this c:mntry, thﬂ FSM burdened by Ameriean pragma.tism._
Revolutionaries thoug‘n they were, thﬁ-y certa....nly rasisted ph:ilosophy of revolution.
'I'hough they ‘.:ad s.aked me to address ther.n on Mar 's- Hmaniam, the - interest wagimore”

N on__lt}'xg -_gu‘pdgct- of .l_l;l_.ienat on thn.n on ph‘llosop‘cw of revolution.

It was Ll most exc..iting' when Mario Savio wa.s _"eleased from Jail &t mid-'

night and e.rrived s.t 2. AM in & apot several miles outside of Berkele.f 1:0 hear‘ me

*e:'nn ':ur pﬂn‘n‘\ 'Ls-t on the "3m anﬂ ura Regro He-,-cl\.'.tinn. »Phi -:-aophic....ly, the Hlack
'rlimensicn, especially Frantz-Fanon, far rrom being rragratist. y worked ‘out ite’
 eritique of Hegel's concept nof reciprocity in s revolutionary -dialectical monner.
B <%ee both llac‘: S}d.n, Wbite anks and L4 L stter 't:o the EEB-NEB of Aus- l, 1983-




Pe"mit‘. me he e to go he.ck 1:0 19,;3 to re-axamina the process of working

_or seeing tha emrgance uf a new philosophic dimeusinn. It ‘;ls the year I‘_

't.ion of revolutionariea 1:1 that so-calle'd "bt..ﬁt genef.ation" who were re.jecting a B

world they'never wades 3 emc- t. 'see 1n' *he wevolts 1:1 La‘-:ln Am".rica and Afr cc. ..m-
emrgence of a Third World. _ .Tr.deed s tmrd th.«.—.- end_ of th._ l9505 ’ retvogreasinn and
cCa.ﬂ:hyism in'the. U.S. notwithatandins, - we deolared a.'t to h... a tota.lly new epoch'

1n production (with ‘Nnrkers Eattle Pu‘bcmation), in pnlitica.l freedom ‘ba.ttles ,'_‘

whether tha't; ‘be the new Bla.ck. d.‘lmension 1:1 the Montgo'nery B.:.s Boycott m‘ :Ln +the
Ea.st Ehlrcpea.n Fl-eedom F:l.g.hters against Ruasia.n stateucapitalism caJ.l:!.n.g itae]_f
Ccmunism_.\ a ne\t' stage of cog:nition as t:he Hungm-ia.n Hevolution highlighted it hy_
bringins Marx'a Emna.niat Essa.ys onto tbe hiato ic 3tage "'he 'breakthrough en’ tha )
Abanlu‘t.e Idea was not only 'on the movements f;-om prm.tice and from theo:‘y 'but alsn’ :

- lon’ ORGANIZAT Ic.\.,' B8 we held that its d.n&lact;.c .mu,;z .J.J.x..'nin...*e 2130 the alslectic

789'?




here driven ..o go a.lsa to Hegel’s P’n.,. osophy of - M_..nd , :

.v,,x . - S e

the tbr%e fina... ayllcgiqms 1.n Absolute Mind rmd trea.d cn ground none ha.d ever wa'!.k

Absél{ﬂj.;wﬁgt}zg»d nsa revolution in pel.mnence.:

briefly, ver}-' i_'ié.:‘ 3 'ﬁrs.ce and par&].’i.el ‘the' le.st 30—yem" movemant -

from pr&ct:}.ce and from theory wi'bh ‘our - own philosophic development thx.cmgh the

Ba.n:e pe*'iod. . Hhat we ca.‘l.l o trilc@ of revolut on - Ma.rxiﬂm a.nd Freedmn, Ph:!.lo—

suubx and Pevolution, Roaa meemburg, Wmnen's I.iberation and Ma.rx’s Ph:Llosc'phx f

evolu‘bion - has, :Ln eaeh period, singled uut wha.t vas most m‘gent ae mea.sured 'by
the 'o‘b,jectiva crisia fo:: that period. Though the d:ualecr.ics of li‘beration, tha o
philoscphy ot‘ revolution, ne!:meates them aJ.'L, 'bne pa.rticu.:.ar,‘ concreta n.eed in eaz:h

peviod 15 what determines t.he focus. Thua, oui” first co:zprehensive theoretic uurk,

historic con’tr:l.‘oution - the mnvement from practiee t.o theo:-y - had 1te. focus not

) only on Marx s Amrican a.nd Huxranist ro ota, but aluo on Lenin‘s b::ee.k wit.n his phi~ :

losopuic past 8q tnat the fae 'bhat h.. had not ext.ended 11’. to re-examimtion of hisf
i Uorreant it S ;




w‘*.ic‘z let us ‘.:ee.r" im t.d...kr

Did anycne ask why? ‘Iall, the Ira.nian youth did single out that chapter

to transle.te a.long with the Et.manist Essavs as necesners‘ to- their participa*icn o L =

elitis'h pa.rt; mean ,that very, nearl_,r everything was su’bordinated 4o, 5ct:l.v1.sm. It

wasn .. unt*.‘L 'bhe 19703 ’ w}‘en the women s Libe.-atien Movement also kept stressing .

--dﬂcentraliéa.tion and, a.t the same. time, refused to disregarcl the male chat.vinism‘ e

'that 11:. became a.lna.x' that the nev form of. organization could not be
It Wag! then tha‘b e t‘.urn

iu the Left,
ke 1 i 'a epars.te (..om:partmen'h from that of philosophy

ed to “hiloaophy and Revolu‘bion, beginning with "m:y Hegel? h‘bv N”w?" -'--f_'-_ __PD-_“ o

L three fi'm.l syllogiama An” aepi.h '*

In the mid-19?03 ve finall;y go.. 'to know -l'-iarx'a E.‘bhnclogical Notebonks

1.

¥35 atnxn._. Th iz discussicn.article on Ortzan. nﬂnnq" Gr-m:h and the- 1"‘—’—:.-:‘:.*—;_ _.,3
'Fevolution in Permanence '™ hes mede a troly original- contributfon dn- -geeing mere-

t‘mn P.r.y of un bafora. "m.d hnen in t.he actunl text ur the 1‘53.}‘..0: ters. on the’ Ab-

By & work S shed for "ha pres i" compe;"—'—'
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oureelvea o.s a uew t.me cf member to continue. the development of wha.t

-_In the process, .

Ma.rx‘s Marxisn —-where we :E'oumi the- ‘new- mome.nta Marx exparienced ‘on’ 'what we nmr

ﬂall the 'ﬂ:ird Hcrlr‘ a.ud ""hs new. *‘orces of revolution ‘BB Rea.son, be it WL: Blaek

" Belf tha.t iuperative q_uestion. '“where 'to begiﬁ."’ : H‘hen ve 'balk a‘oout "though

ﬁivers" we _ can ' gee 'hha.t Marx_was thc greatest Vof all

"T'hat_'s that I'm 1'eally appealing to th., youth to do.r '_ Becoming ‘a ..hnught
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