15t-!!umamsm C.L.R. James failed to move from sceing
" 'what we were against, the transformation of Russia as a -
.. workers' state into a state.capitalist society, to mncreu:- '
" ing what we are for:; Marx's Humanism.
-Thus, when I was interviewed on'. vldeo-tape for one'
' Afro-American Stadies class In California about the John.
- son-Forest Tendency's 'activities 'and- pioncesing stodies.
“on' the’ Rlack dinension . throtigh [the 19495, it led ‘to. a -

-*discussion xbout the 195355 period when there was 2 split

.- hetween the' founders of the Tendency, and about the do-
velopmrnk of the nnighe. Marxist-Fomaniat view of Blnck'
.znlsses 23 varguard. It was thls which I bad the opporin-.
2 nity: to discuss furither: that samc evesing at. ¢ i ;
“publie Jecturé on **Marx and the Black World -
" maved the question to' today, and ihcluded not 'otdy the

‘- Black dimensicn in the U.S.; but the Bleek revolutions i~

. Africa and the West !m‘!le:. au 'n-ell as Ihe revr;lutions tn .

As u'd S Cnnference held in
Urba.ns. _11} ‘=71t was. truly international, including both
" sRipst™™. and. Third | Worids, both Latin America fighting
U.S. imperialism dnd’ wanting: independence’ also from: .
‘Russian tetalitarianism, both franlans fighting. Khomeini -
and Iragis fighting Husseln. The question was how do we, |
in shawing that there are two worlds within each country,
~build relations "that - reach -actoss-naticnal - boundaries?
“The hunger here for a philosophy of freedom was so per- |
“vasive that one very nearly forgot the participants were |
all activists engaged in ongeing freedom struggles: The.
.way in which there is no separation.between the ac-

~tivism they reported on and the. phxloac‘»ghy of [rcedom’

- they wished to work out made it clear that, despite the
srouclearly-armed Imperinlist titans and oppressive rulers -
.. they faced, none thought that a description of this period
‘as. a’ “birthtime: of - history’’ was utopian. Instead, the
revolutionaries of each countzy truly feilt themselves to be

> g land of bounuless poss:bxhues " a8 Rosa Luxemburg
had put: it. e

- CREF IQUE OF POST-MAR}L MARXISM

.~ It was this feeling that kept us all on the concrete level

- and “all” does not mear only at the Third: World Wo-
- men's. Conference: (though :they had. the highest’ atien- -
- dance, over 500),"but the audiences in all. 46 talks: nation: |
wide, be it in Michigan or West. Virginia;- in-Washington,
..D.C. or.the state of Washin n; in New York or lowa; I
.. Wisconsin cr Utah; o, for that mntter, in Canada where 1 .
was present on Inte“nauo':a.l ‘Women's Day. Though these -
“gudiences were smaller (runging from 50 Lo, 200}, there .
was nc difference in their concern with both their activ-.
ism -and their absorption in‘ philosophy. Despite the
“mavetent (o the Right on the part of the ruters; there

was scrious Interest in Marx among audiences every- -
where ! weat — and an awarencss that this Is wherz the -

gbsolute epposition 2o the statug quo lies. It was because -
- of this that all scemed eager to dig into the c.:.-.llenge to
all post-Marx Marzists on which' I focnsed,

“This totally new attitude could also be sé¢en in 'l.he sev-

cral appearances I made on mals media outlets —'espe-
cmllﬁ where {as on educaticnal radio channels) there was
& fu

“"eades of our age as a movement from practice to theory
that is itself a form of theory which chaﬁenges the theore-
- tician to rise to the point of philosophy by being reoled as
“deeply-in the movement from pracuce ‘as in-the move-
+ment from theory. Bertell Ollmans pregram on WBAIL®

- Prayis: interview sith Marxisis,'» gave ane.that eppot-. .

tumty ‘in prime time.* The subiﬂc& ‘was Rosa'Luxemburg ™’

hour to develop the category of the last three de- .

— us remluticnary as we!t as in her hcrelofum unl:nown .
feminist dimension; as Marxist taking issve with Marx's
. theory of ace umulation and with Lenin‘on the question of
> the relationship of spontaneity o Party ‘organizatien? as.
theorist az well us leader in both-the 1905 Polish-Revoly-
‘tion and the 1919 Spartacist Uprising it Gerimany.: Néver-
theless, in that crowded hour, the challengs to post-Marx
Marxist., to'retinn to Marx's ' Marxism was’ also Taised .
It, was in New York:that 1-alse had the o opporttmity to -
develop anew the key historic happening i tebor forour;
age — the 1930 Miners' General Strike.. 1t had'been: just ;
hefore coming to New. York that'Y:-had a’ most” exciting © -
experience in: West Virginia, where I had talked: of thut- "

- strike in my-lecture. and_found .ix’ the, audience: particl:

panls who had known me through my’ own actvity, theia
during that sirike, and who, on their own, had been fid.17 -
lowinf my wnung.. since then At my very [inal leclure of ¢
“the tour ~the sumiup meeling in Coli{ornig — we had -
. prasent sti!] others who had participated in’ thn.‘str:i.e
and had been led by the avent Fo become Marxist-Human. -
ists and who now: poured forth thedr reminiscences,” .
What' became 50 eléar — 30, years® after that histoﬂe
lahor Enppening — was the way-in: “whicks It had 1otd the-

" ground for the 1953 breakihwouagh on the Absclute Jdea ss .
" & unlty of the movemenl from thesry and from praciiee, . . -
. Tae type of questlons the mim:rs had Degan asking in-
i 1843-589 abeut-Antomation - which 'was Jeading ¢o ever- !
§ ‘more sharp divisions between inenial npd maunal labor, -

‘us they- rejuted John L. Lewis’s order to retun to work:
— hod led me o introduce  chsnges i the form. of the
| buok on state-capitailsm I 'was Gied writing. 'The twi new
vantage points 1 saw for that work were:  one, the Amerl.’
“can labor struggles; and two, dialecticadl phtiosopky, epe-

“ cifleally Lenin’s Absiract sf Hegel‘s Science of  Lagic. "~

It was immediately after this retirn to Marxist-Human:

*ism's roots in West Virginia; that I gol to New York and

:.found ‘that Tamiment Library - at New York ‘Universily
{which has or microfilm the entire Archives ! have Sepos-
ited at Wayne State University)™. wished to interview me
for the Oral History of the Left precisely on that mMmg
“link in the relationship between the ctage of cognition and ..
* the stage of labor revolt. Indeed, News amd Letters Com- -

- ‘mittees are now thinking of producing a pamphlet on the

-1850 Miners™ General Strxke Mth the eyes v; t.oday by the:
. participants themselves. . ™ : :
- Thus it is that the national tour in

is M a centenary
- year has related. both the world histerle- birth of Marx' s

“‘new. Humanism”'- te  todny's  struggles, "and. the: bey ;
nings of Marxist-Humanizm:in the UF. 5.0 Uie 1950s'to our
- challenge to'all post-Marx Marxists in the 19806s.> ..

. 'Mlnmvmcmbemndm.lmfat'l mma Jop.m avenl omtim

WEAI New York. -

= Both the studies on the "Negro Quutm" in the 13408 wnd the 'et!en :md
<. articles around Lhe 194050 Mihars' Gener

'al Strike m lncluded in ® now.
and ex edition of the ""Heya Duthyevakhyn ‘nnu-!iu-
manism from 1311 to Today,™ avalable on m:cmmm m:m the. WSU :h
ives of Labor and Urtwan Afiairs, Detroit, Mich, 43262, -




