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ROSA LUXEMBURG, 
WOMEN'S LIBERATION, 
AND MARX'S 
PHILOSOPHY 
OF REVOLUTION 

Thi~ compr<;!>hCn'ii\'c o;tudy ·or .lfarx:S 
Mnrxism, which takes the mcao;ure of 
a !I po~~-Marx Marxists. beginning wi:~ 
Frederick Engels, focu:.es •>n the full 
rang<.: of thought, including the here-· 
lOf<H~ unexplored fcmini!..t dimension, 
of th!! great internationalist re\olution­
ary martyr. Ro~a Luxe~burg:. 

Ray:\ Duna)•enkaya -em~arkcd· on 
thintutly a decade ago notju!.t because 
of the coincidence of the fact that 
\\'omen·, Liberation h:Jd'tno\cd frnm 
an idea 'Y.tm:.t: time hud come hi a 
mo\cmcnt _in the V<'TY periud when 
Marx'!> ]a,t writing.s--thc EtlmoloKit·al 
Ntllel>ooks--h:ul finally hecn uan­
~cribcd and publbhed. Rather. it w:l'i 
bec;m~c-thc- :Juthc,r ~oaw th:u. ju~t as 
Lu:-..emburg had been the firlot to rai,.c 
the quc~tion ~"r imrcrii!li~m am.l ih 
dc~tructi\·c. dfects on the cstablish.:d 
r.crmnn social democmcy. so she was 
th<' fir~t to t.li~c the prob\cm:uic ol our 
day-h the que!>! ion of~ocialbt democra­
cy l{/it'r the rc..,·ulutlonary ,;om1lle~t of 
pov.cr. 

TmJay·~ \\'omen·~ Libcratil11l !'.hnc­
mcrn, bo!h in ih comiuuity ;~nJ in il!o 
diSCOIIUOUity with the rll\l, is ~CC!l liS 
Rc.n•lutionary Fnrcc;J'i well :1~ Reu~tlll 
It i~ Fiu..:~:J in un hi,h;rl.;; \:i.llliC:t: fr.:~m 
its \·cr~· ~llirt in the- l1hh century umkr 
the impact •lf thC' cr1:ali\c hli1c~ diml"n• 
~hlll. 

The author hollis that, the unifying 
force [pr all three pa:ts of the book-· 
Rosa Lu,;emburg, Wo'mCn·s Liberation, 
and Marx'S Philosophy of Rc\'olu­
tion-is the dialectical principle of the 
transformation of reality that ~he_.._-aJls 
the "warp and woof of _the ·Marxian 
dialectic." This is the dialectic th£tt 

Ro:ou Lu ... emburn 

permeates the totnhty of Mnrx·~ writin.~:ts 
bc~::inning whcn he was still a t•ro­
mcthcu~ Round in academia, Pi-U, anJ 
cuntinuing to the J:1~t years· of his lile, 
when he w:1~ disco\'ctin~o; nc"' momC"nts 
in his f'hiJn~Ophic-hhtoric-TC\'~1\UtiOt\.lr)' 
cunccrt!um. of wh;H we nuw call the 
Third WoriJ nnJ proj~ctin~ th:ll rc,·oltt• 
tion cnuld ~ome in back\.'.l!td countries 
Jik~; Ru,~ia ahc:ui ufthc <t1homced We~ I. 

On this, the e\C' t~f the ccntC"nary of 
Mar"':o. Jc;1th, thC aUihur !with that in 
the lil"t ,Jcc:Jdc uf ~1ar:c.'~~o life und 
ihcught \\C' l'illl find u trr.illo the 19tltls. 

761.3 



RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA is the 
founder of Marxist~!lumanhim in 
the United States. She was the drst 

to develop the theOry of state-cap­
italism, which marked her break 

' from Leon Trotsky at the outset of 
World War 11. She had beeriTrot-
sky's Russian S::cretary during his 

-exile in Mexico in 1937-38. ·She 
worked out the. p_hilosophy llf 

Marxisf-Humanism both as a global 
concept and as it i10. rooted in the 
United States in labor; the black 
dhi1Cnsiotl and women's liberation. 
The documents· th<lt embody her 
development, over a forty-year 
period, oft he inscpa-mbility of phil­
osophy and revolution as the dia­
lectics of liberation arc preserved 
on mic1 ofilm in the \Vayne, StatC 
University Labor Archi\"cs under 
the title, "The Rava Dunaycvskaya 
Collccti<,n-Mar~i-st~Humani;m in 
the United Stottes, 19-tl to Today." 

1/un~anitie-s Press also annOJmct•s a new printinK of Raya Dunaye\·skuya's 
acc/aimedAfARXIS.J\1 AND FREEDOAI-FR011l 1776 UNTIL TODA };, 
with a new Introduction by the aralwr 

-Qr ~veciul importance ... i-. Rn!·a~ Dun­
a)"e\·skaya's work. She wa:o among the 
first to point to the importanc.: of the 
llegclian ciemcnts in Lenin's under­
standing of Marx's Copiial. aml "f 
lenin's Philo.w/}hical Notl'hook.f. Sec 
her ,\farxiJm ami Frt•l'dum (195M) and 
her essay 'llegclian Lenini~m· ( 1973)." 

--Marx Wartohky. 
Titl' Ll'jt Academy: ,\farxi.ttSdwlarJhip 

atfd .-fmt•riralt Camptul':i 

l':ot a single word_of this book m-crJ~J 
to be chnnJ1'cd for ih ::!5111 anui\'crs;uy 
printing, Its ui'j,:cncy for today i~··\·id•!nt 
in it!'l ctmlinuing discus~ion by ~chnlars 
und rr\ulutiunarics alike, It was tram­
lalctJ inhl lluiian in 11162, J:1pam:sc in 
196-t. Ft.:nch in 1971 :1m.! Spani~h in 
197fl and h::d seen n·oo Amcrk,,n ;uul 
twu British t:ditiuns hdon.• thi' juint 
tJ.S.-IIriti'\h ·puhlicatum. I he t:hllrtl'r 

on "The Chalh:llt:c of Milo Tsc-umg" 
\\'liS trr.ns1atcd by.;. Chinese rcfug:c :tt 
the start uf the Cultural Re\olutinn: 
tlthcrchaptl!ts were circulated in .1ami=· 
dat in t!ic 11111krgrmmrJ in f:ast Eurupe; 
and m 19};() youn~ Iranian n.'volution· 
:.ric~ tran~l:1h:d the ciHiptcron ''\\'url.:cr 
and lntdkclu;ll :~t u Tmnin!;_! l'•lillt in 
llistouy" inlu Farsi, CUil'-ld~·rinl! it 
critic:ll 111 the pn•hkm~_ o_f th .. ·ir 
n•\uiuti1111. 
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And a nl'w printing ofht•rP/f/LOSOP_IIY AND RiiVOI.UiiON 

"An arresting chapter of a new book by· 
the unorthodox r-:n.l!utionary Mar-.o;i~t 
Raya Dunaye\•,;k>~ya j~ entitled 'Why. 
Hegel? Why NoY/!' ... ThiS writer, whu 

·finds e\-·eil M:w's 'cuhuml rn"Jution' 
deficie-nt iu the f uli utili7ation of 1-JC:!,!cl, 
~Pts decisivC!y agaio~t ·the intcrpreta·' 
lion of Hegel. that I hat·;:: been c:x· 
plorinf: ... To the question i have rai,cd 
aboUt the contemporaneity' of Ucgl"i. 
~he ans\\'ers with a; rc~oundiug aflir· 
mati\'c:-'What makc.\ Hq:d a l'Ontcm· 

· Pomry is 1.1.hat m;Jde him !'oO alh:t> to 
M<!tx: the cog<!ncy of the diall'Ctie of 
neg<itivity fOr a period of·prolmaian 
rc\·oluti on. a~ well as for the 'birth-time' 
olf hi~ tory in which liege! lin:d. •-

-George 1\rmstrong I\ ell_}, 
1/t•;;d:r Rt'trt:tujrom Eit•usi.f 

':"~·.an extl'3ordinary wOrk which I deeply 
adtl-tin: ... of great_ the-oretical and politi­
cal impo-rt:l.nec._-The author .:-Ombines 
origii-.a/ity~- Sreat _'>cholanhip. deer 
thc:on::tical pen::tration of the subject, 
inco~ruptibJe critical thinking, absc:nC"c 
of partisan cliches and a deep pas~ion 
for the freedom and growth of man. I 
ha\·c learned much frQmthc boQ).; and,­
so, I belie-ve. will most seriously in-
tercstcil rea~~rs. •· 

-Erkh Fromm 
" ... a \"Cr)' impressive and informative 
worl... \':ry thoughtful and original in 
conception as uell as most rcm:~tkable 
in its scope ... breaks new ground and 
~hould .'.timulate a good deal ~f debate­
and rethinking of many fundamental 
issue-..-

-Noam Chom~ky 

ORDER FORM 
Please dcdu.:t JOt;;. from the price~ :<;hn-;-,i; for ell prepaid orders. 
Postage is free, -
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------Hosa I.UX'!rnburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx''i Philosophy of 
Re,olutlon 
l9K2 :!56 rages 
IJ-..391-02569~ cloth _519.95 
0·391-02793-X paper SI0.95 

_______ l\lanhm and 1-"reedom-1-'rom 1776 until Tol!ay 
19S2 (1957) )81 page~ 
0·391-02624-0 paper 510,95 

------- l'hilusophy and Re,·olution 
IIJI\2 (1973) 37:: pagl'S 

'C·391-0264X-K papc:r $10.95 

______ SubtOial ,.--'------~---''-----=,.--. 
Di><ouoo ''"·"· ,.,,, "" "''''" '" 'li) 

---~--- Tot:il 111'.\IM~'II"It:S I'IU:ss 1:\:C", 
,\tlltr;tk lli~thlalld,, ~.J, 0771h 

. 
0 l'lc;J~c: ~entl me )'lllll :-,, • .,,._. --------,--~--------
new phiJo,ophy catal<•g. 

0 l'k.t~c ~end me y11ur 
nrw Ml.:i.-,iul:~ & Mu1.\i~t 
thcl..lght calal.1g :.~ "''tm 
a~ it ilpJll'lll~. 
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