. GVER ONE HUNDRED yesrs ago, from the mid-1870s to
‘his death in'1883, Marx began a most intense study of S'non-:.
- capitaiist lands® and of pre-capitalist societies.” It was not™. - -
. his firststudy of these avess, (see especiclly !"Pre-capitalist:
- ‘economie formations'’ in the Grundrisse) but it was a most
: unexpectéd developrment. After all, he had finished Capital ©
. 1n 1367’ and-had made sigiificant additions ta the Freach’
_addition ‘of 1872-75,-He had t some two decades on'its”
writing describiog ;h;"groqzee:nd development of capital-i - .
isg;l:&lm-m%né nﬁaéjontand.‘aqft;-;wnt d: phenomiencn.’: |
contain ‘magnificén *'seenﬁggl e
statement, of eapital accumulation’ == wh
- Part:VIIT'(thcugh’ Matx: considered ‘it :a-
of

Part: VII on Acoumul £ Capital),>“Th
- Primitive Accurjulation
: - Iis- coneluding éréscedido was the penuliimato chapter,
world econoriic crisis is most often spokeri and ~~Fistorleal Wendency?of. Capltaist: Accnmulation.”, The.
written of ‘in terms of the: indistrialized West with its: . --BaCh of eeplieist development ol g with the Jex-.
stagnation’ in: production :and: growing ' unemployment. Induserial - enapitalista- tosk is;wﬁnt Step -t MAr®'s' pro-.
When the natfens of the Third World are mentioned, the jection 0““3 rooting as+< .- . the exproptistion of afow .
cottext'Is usually that:ol. the huge.and growing indebted- nsurpers b 'ti?e masgésiét" te l:“--—' characterized :
‘ness of these lands to.the technologically-advanced West, posant? el ot i e 3 E%“:"ﬂmm" mage
currently, to u&et-'g“ne ’-°f'1!:;“{{1‘£5 gagﬂéi:;smﬁiﬂﬂ%?‘- 'bult, &5 a chnﬁﬁulnﬁ 'cliiral:terl‘st!c}ne e'v%ry_.: stzge :
5 ¢ ai | : T P idvintodn F e A e e B .
'ﬁh;hgirﬁ-ﬁ-w:;ian-ﬁ':t'i‘:ﬁmaﬁcm Revolutions which have - v 'i‘“ij_xen. 'ifl g’n%lﬁs; tfleg:dfhgluhis ‘.“eh é‘;&i"“‘;ﬁi"d' o
‘v “eneireled the globe over the past two and a half decades ngﬁgif&ies hich ancgul = tdnbr:i}:l% o afi uﬁ“ :
1 attempted "_%!aze_;an independent, non—cnpit.alist_mthé-: and the y.f.e r:ofg?ilggpasss ence ‘of‘.'ghnthatl"o;gfo;y b oy
- from the adole count, ater Sounsy witin ihi Third  Suding Lewls'R. Horgaics,witngs on, . froquol. i
World has been” swept into theé-economic vortex of cap-, . An s00n 45 Voluma'1'of Ca ial was pblished debates .
: ta}\t::‘n thitl!]l‘: ;a&gﬂ!ﬁlr%re,v %hwergrﬁsasa beona cepitulation lo” arosa "‘;&ﬁ"’ﬁe G its.anal H-VSES. of capitalist dl?llfﬁﬁ; b&t of -
" the ideclogical vortex-of nationnlized preperty:equaling: ~ Ton-ciplialist lands as well, On tbe ons hand, were those-
socjalism; or. of narrow nationalism, oz the outright bank..  WhO W, shed Jﬂgﬁ!a%stvirmng o .f-j!le h’é"éf"%;?’ ten-:
ruptcy-of ‘private enterprise, It is this twin vortex of g “tc!’:‘?_ ¢apl smﬁ"', \ "oll:r as an Immediaty ‘wtha y
AN omics” and -narrow- class-hasad . 1deology, which has® System, .» universal encompresing every suziety; so that.
& -econg & Alro-Asian-Latin. American world apioning: out- | countries; all socleties, no'malter. at-what:econpmic: -
B 4 :;ﬁh iy penbine. economic, development : and’ the . stage, inevitably came under:the rule of this constantly .
ety m;’gmga e vidlod of fresdom that had been cxpanding . system.” On, {he other, haud, ‘were' those - who -
O emlor of ita’ revolutionary heginnirgs. . w argued that Marx’s anslysis ﬂm&df only to: Western -
the: promize of its. revolutiona ‘6 framewark.  Evrope; and argued ot only’ agninat the thevitabillsy. of
possibility: ; : going through capitalism, ‘but procleimed that: the skip- .
" ping of capitalistn was 's rather aimple: matter-since no =
proletariat” and no bourgeoisie were. present, Th )
‘single ‘economlic_plan? Neither has baen able to provide - - uh-a"'-éimy hd'-itimed’i co“uld__ sh?ply tkp ‘capitalism g
‘elther.a-solutlon 10, e kOl B O iey of - The debate Was not ‘an batiict onct Hhe poeaid uae.
tlgm-vésion 28 . palust _a‘_;p‘g;eﬁn_ ng hantrupley. ot moat concrets — Russle: In vhat direction would It go?
hought. ", - : : Would i follow Western Europe's dovelopmess, or’ cont
Ruziia -“skip” capitallam: and  go- directly to.socialism
. based on the Rusalan agriculiural ¢o ‘the m!;?

.1 For a discussion of hoth the ecoromie vortex of capital--
* ~‘ism-In underdaveloped lands and: of the ideclogies in°
- dispute” see - Rays - Dunayevskaya's s Natlopalism,”;
- Communtsm, Marzist-Humanlsm - and - the; Afro-Asian .
* Revolutions, B 13 HO o
2. For a compretensive visw of Marx's last decade “as n
', trafl for: the-1880s,” from the French edition of Cupltal
" snd the Critique of the Gotha Program to his writings -
. on Russia and Eihnolegical NotebooksisesRaya
Dunayevskaya's newly- published Rosa Luxemborg, -
. Xontn's Liberstion rud Mar=’s Phllosophy: of Revolu-
. e a1 - SR
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“ While the q;:-e_'s;lon in R_ussia flded in the suc édi'llg 'Bui Marx then__ansﬁéreql hﬁkﬁailovksjéé follows: -
- decades in- terms of capitalist development, socialist-’ insists ; ing i ical shetch .
revelution, and 'stnte-cagltalist g:nun&ag-rervplnlion.i - e-ﬁies :: s;;tf_a‘:-::- !::}'::fufﬂ:‘;n '{-}f sz:’-’nbﬁﬁ)iﬁ;l ::gczno/:ihe
 rémains . a-viable,’ indeed ‘a_burning ‘question In‘today's. oo opiroconhic theory of the g : 1 path of de :
Third World, especially on the African and Latin Ameri. - torico-phifosophic theory of the general pat of develop-
* can ‘continents where the world system of capitclism has. - ment prescribed by fute to all nations, whatever the.
- certainly 'spread. but. where the ‘drive t¢ erack'the historical, circumstances in which they. find themselves ..
" framework of capitalisim’ remains ever alive, . "5 0 RLLL But I beg his pardoni’, > one will never arrive thfre--
"It i§ for this'reason that we again turn to Marx s he © by-using as one's master key a'general historico:philo:
faced this ‘giiestion at the ‘end-of his Jife. Tt is not that - sophical theory, the supreme virtue of which consists in:
Marx had direct “answers” for the Third World, but that- = being supra-historical, - .. " w0 P
B _ :

i 5’8 ;nethod_by-_“-}_llch he ‘chose 1o grappje__wtlh the_ ques-. . - Marx refused to recognize any theory - any sweeping
ot un can east an illumination for today.- .. - . ¢~ . generalizalion, even when it was.as ‘mognificent as his .
- THREF TEXTS OF MARX.ccncern’ us Jherer Marx's™, - own historical tendency of capitalist accunulztion when it
il iotue el mascd o e Stsizocmys Y Sl e o ol R ey
K 3k, v ! : * ST eated., ORRIE : :
.+ .U revolutionary: Ve'ré;Zas‘Lﬂi_ch. late: February ‘and ‘early: * and its process.’” - - | ;
: Marchamal; :}nltharx’s _agfhm‘g!ili;;re!age to ;l;e llgg- R M : : :
- sian edition of the Commenist Manifesta, Jan. 21, 7 UMARY FOLLOWED TEROUGH oh the question of parti-
Tﬁ!;s:ﬁ%}g&s, “.}‘;,‘;‘E_‘,‘,gs é’::g &ﬁgglﬁu&;sﬁgcgﬁﬂé " cular historieal process with regard to Russia.In February,
'K"‘mns'--—'and stron Iy relnforcespthelidea's‘prmented . 1881, Vera Zasulich wrote to Marx on the disputes of Russian -
_ these texts is Marxg's Ethnological Motebooks < written in - socialists concerning Marx's Capital ‘and the future of RARER
Hiese toxls i e s oot ol lengin farx . Copitalism in Russia, In parbieuter sne 48000 100 bk el
_studied the: *primitive’ socicties from' the new zuthro-- his views on the Russlan commune as thebasiy of soclalism. . -
pological studies of his day. Together, this body of Marx's - The four drafts Marx wrote revesled his concrete working
Britiags offer.us what P?a'fn' ayevekava has called . - out of a theoreticat position in the circumstances of the Hus-
“tig trekl to. Lhe.15608.". Lot 1S exan thHem in more. os slan‘reahty.inh:emhema..a?adhm,ra.‘c.ﬁneg;ghslgt
.. e tratl to-the. 135 e ar nhk‘. e VHEM D ke - studies, especially Morgan's Anclent Soclety. - -

[ LR L F

: 3 i 8 - ' First., he dog Into why .the commune still existed In . - -
; n!}lv: !iif Et&rézgfwﬁﬁﬂespmﬂ bg?nngig t:.:‘: mf:lb: t?t;:d 7 Rusein while ft had dl:{\ppe‘ared throughont Westers -
-~ *Karl “Before the Tribunal of Mr, Zhukoveky,” writ--.  Eurcpe. He wrote of “a. iml&u-combluallon of clrcum..
- ten-by: N.: K. Mikhailovsky, 8 theoretician‘of Nuradism.: - starces,” aod thes leapad to tae folicwrng: ff cxists al the
Mikhaflovksy had argued that Marx's view was that Rus.. ~ same time as capitalist productios which enables it to take
sia's most'ur%jent task was to destroy the peasant com- =~ advanicge of all. the positive cchievéments of the latier .

“munal property,- the mir, snd plunge into copitalism. In: . without passing through all its dreadful vicissitudes.. ;. ..~
Shegs el Qoo s antioic scgston ki sorched 1o 0 mhal happened o the arhals
.- devulopment actually shed a new iljumination on what we - gﬁ:ﬁﬁg:;??uﬁﬁ:gﬂfg l‘;i ‘3‘;&%&“"‘ tf’: i::rti‘;%: s
“now call the Third World: .- - * ) ] .- One should he dn one's’guard :whﬂt'rgefng'-!heghil- K

.z In order that 1 might be specially qualified to estimate - - tories of primitive’ communilies written by bourgeois ".-. - .- -
“:the économic development in Russia, 1 learnt Russian hisforigns, el i RSP

and . then_for.many ycars studied the official publice- - Then followed the: key sentence: -Evex'ythms.ﬁepe:'iés' -

‘. tigns und others bearing 'on this subject. ] have arrived’ - upon’ the historical background : in - which it finds . jiself -

"t this.conclusion: If Russia continuves lo pursue the .. stressing {irst that the historical envirenment cannot

- path she has followed since. 1861, she “will loae the . “'be separated from “the simultaneous exlstence of Weat--
finest: chance ever offered by history to a people and . . € production . . . the worid marke:." He continued with .
‘underpo all the fatel vicissitudes.of the capitalist re- - .ather factors that need to be taker into adcount from the .
gime.. (my emphasis) | "= L0 [ _inherent: "“dualism’’. of; cor;\mnr:l m‘y’ :fl?dnp?iv:gg 3

zha flmsf-:haﬁhéc'i" Ma&x had, s.'tisltlbﬂ?r to {‘h‘i abovg . ?%);oprinu:m. Atotheactus phy cat oot gm; Cr g e

quite, paraphrased how the “great Russlan schalar an .~ Al.this point, Marx pinpoinied the buman-forces for . -
critic” Chernyshevsky hss posed the question: . . - " revolutfonary. change: .}\)H Pliat needs to be done. it
-7 “wiwhethery ag her liberal economists maintain, Rua- replace the volost, a government institution. by an’as-
sia . must begin by destroying the viilage commune.in ~ - gembly of pensants elected by the communes themselves
order.to pass to_the capitalist regime, or whether, on the J T T e EL
contrary, she can withcut experiencing the tortures of = Marx also pointed to alt the pressures put on the'com-.- -
this regime, appropriate all its fruits by developing the . ~mune: ‘“Wenkened by the state's fiscal extortion, the.

_ historicel conditions specifically her own. T commune had become an easy targel for explottation by
“"Marx then rmmoved to show that it was not Russia alone traders, landowners and money-lenders.”” Marx concluded

' . that, *'destructive Influences will lead inevitably to.
,wh_ieh could develop elong its own specific path: destruction of the village cemmune, unless it s cruthed

U vuw the chapter on primitive gocumulation (in Copl- W,
o e o i wiore thoan foee the path by )b Powerfal emleracion e
- which; in Western Europe, the capitalist sconomic sys- .3 See especlally Lenin's The Development of Caplsalism -
© temi emerged -from the womb of the feridal economic - - - In Russla - (Vol. 3, Collected Works) and .Dunoyev-
. gystem. -1t " therefore describea ‘the * historical process - “aknya's Marxiam and Freedom (Chops, & and 13}, .o -
“which by divoreing the producers’ from” their mieans’ of 4 Seo Lewrence Krader's transeription and fine Infrodue-
; production-. .. But the baais of this whole development tion to The Ethuologicat Notehooks of Xarl Marx: s
is the expropriation of peasanis ... - ... T 00 I T o . - o
.- If Russia wants o become o capitalist nation ... she
will not succeed without firsl tranaforming a good part : - .
“of her peasaiits {nia prolatariste. . - - . ' ' TELL




s Thal powertul counteraction" It:is here that
wmﬁ:ﬁdm h'i\g!ast word. .Whan all these factors alm
ki revo u-‘

“first draft of his
an:lr:lc‘a‘iird' deafts- inform

5 B e
- ol his-histo cs“u tes itsell s outeice” the
tion.

In kig drafis’td Vera’ Zasallch be Investiguted the Fus..

slan lasd cocuitne'at the time of the simnitanssas. exls-

¢ temen, of Wenstern produciion and
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In the lhind wark o Wthe sub]ect -—th f‘re!ace
Russian editioh of the Communist Manifasto -Jaruary‘
1882 — Marx’ proceeded to tie the ''peasant>East" Lo the
;;gmetar!‘ihm W:;s;" n|1‘ a;la duﬂprecedenuﬁkrevoluﬁonaw

e question he een’ th I
beuergpart o? . deead mpp g -

. Y,
‘Permansrt revointan;’ not only revolution'in the: pea

"sant East, but that revelution ds s spark: for. revolution i in "
thay rnletarian W hi :

e

: well known. What is not well knowu..and m tact oy been

| _precicely. the ‘..'.......4 ckod?
through' f

lnnds.

The pameulars i the Russian peasant commune. have

“ been obliterated’ both by capitalism’s: encrodchmient:into
~ Russia prior to 1817, and Sialin's l'orced cellectivizition of

the 1030s, But Marx's methodelogy is still alive-And sy is
‘the: dialectical - method - which ‘enabled: himito: see such
_phenomenal’ pew palhuays {0~ social | rcvoluuon. not i,
iselation. from the realities,of: camta!ism, but-b;

_the: revoluuonary torces “wi z

R
- search for where there is & particular soclal orgamzatiu
- on the land in one part of ‘the;world or; another which’

“still; surviving capitalism’s ;encroachments;: Where: such
forms exist, It is likely that capitalism has not'yet. iound a
way to fully exploit those resiom- Instead, what remsins
as alive in our day. s in-Marx's - indeed; what compell.
ed Marx to study-any particular social organization of bis
? — are the human forces which chnlIenEe cap:ta.!ism'
rive for accumulation, whether.. prim
vanced
Whether the -indigenous- social forms. still .existing
smh dispersed . p!aces as Namibia’s communzl retstiun

. and Guatemnla’s Indian. peasant. communities-can’form

the basis for. new humun beginnings in:each:land.is:an
.open qiuestian. But whai makes both places so’sliv

s that in Namibia, in Guntemala._lher -pea
sant masses who are ﬂghtlng to-berid:of capitalism’
direct - encroachments - — its - brutal : sla hter -ofithen
women and children;-its destruction of the jand. But thel
fight cannot be in isolatin,; Can it not be a signal for. the
‘rest of us to make the revolution continuous; to maka real

- what Marxt had called 'revolution in permanénce?’’ Onl

such -simultanesus worklng ‘out of - mmp.ﬁmentary e
athways for scelal revoluiion can.crack thecapitalist
ramowoerk both in thought, as Marx had dons, hnndhlll;

~ hand - with doing It in. reallty. which iz the task fo

general!on to nrcomptuh




