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PDMITICAL CRISES AS ﬂELL AS THE PHIIDSOPHIG VOIJ

("As well as". doee nnt mean &; thlrd A suhordlnate polnt: R
sort of "algo ran.®”  Rather,’ phlinsophy expfesaee"dlalectlcally,;;
the meaning. of'-the other tweé 901nte'-— ecnnom1cs apd politice .~
as both: their grnund sf being and.path for the resol utlon
_nof theer'q tradlctlons,aubgectlvelv and“ bJectevelv s Freed

3 . B

7iNiRUDUCTIdN: WHx BEING AGAINS” "WHAT xs" xs I!COMP"ETE.
PR THE COROLIARY. WHAT onn i3 FQR-
Because'the(econom c and polltlcal crzees “whecking theg
capltalesu—mmper*aleut world are sn hnrrendOU° - whether wWe - 1ook
at the acknowledged. niflClal 10 percent unenploymﬂni (wnlch lS nﬂu_
10 percent but 17 percent in 1ndustr1al centers; - “and’ fully 50 per-
cent amohg B1aek youth - and whlch_charecuerizee not only +he” U Srq
hut clrcles the “orld thh 30 mllleen new unemplnyed ‘in uhe 1ndusfr
o all?ed natlens!), or whether we ;oox ‘at the many recent’y ongolngv
thwars,ifrem Iran—Iraq to “the ralhlands/halv1ﬁas Lo Israel’s genocxd51 '
. _invasion: ofiLebaron ﬁ it is all uou3 mntlng £ expreqs nneself =
: solely in- pgoeltlon to . what 19. w1thcut ever sneclfylng what one is. o
for, so wemgh*ed down does one becowe by, all these crlsps crylng °“t;fa
for an end; : : RS S

Hletory. however. warns us of otﬁnr crltlcal perwods -~
whether that ue World War I,'or +the Hltler-stalln Pact that sot off:_s
WOrld War II. or'whe barbarous Ierael*-&nva31on of Lebanon -4 which :
glve uo hlsto"lc proof that were oppo tlon”to uch wonetrnus degenem.L
ratlon does not lead o new soc;etles. On the contrary It onlJ)'
aasures the transiormdtlon of’ that type of bdre opp051t10n 1n+o one"
.form. or another of’ half—way house. - Mhat - 15 ‘true hoth when we: ook o
at. the fallare of bourpeols ﬂemocracy and when we look at 1a301sm'”'ef
Both brought on ‘world. Nar II.: Such a’ v1ctory over fascism only 1a1dgﬂ

Vs ghe g“eure fﬂf thn restnrat;on of state—capltallsm ——-Cau;llsm as g
. well as Stallnlsm.' Indeed, state—Capltallsm became a unlversax.__;"

" As we "know irom WWI. even the magnlflcent epp051t10n that o
ul-e-—the Russian Revalu*lon -— orce it dldn't Epread

75].6




o '__2_
beyond natlonal boruers, ended in

orkers' state_lnto 1ts opp051te.

absolute opp051te of Israel. or”just one more narrow natlonallsm?
In our age; when a nuclear ‘ ¢ :

known 1t.‘we cannot.:must not,

-Nor :do-T mean only outrlght nuclear_ho_

“crises of today are both in the'"Lofe Canals oi the wor‘._ g -
the p01nt ‘of proéuculaﬂ.. (Se° Ned's: artlcle 1n the Pre-Convenulon
"Discussion Youth Bulletln, and my letter«tc the Xouth ln 'e-Conven
tion Bulletln NO. 4.y : : :

: We ‘eannot satlsfy curselves Wlth detalllng only'wham we are
against'or with enlarglng atr@clty otorles.5 They qurelv abounu=u
in" Israel's 1nvaslon,of Lebanon. i Many atrdcﬂty storles; l m sﬁfé;
can :also. he, told of thﬂ PIO and its, fantaftlﬂ covenant "to drlva h
Israells into the sea.,— Nor, should o .support oi the Palectlnlﬂns
for selfudetermlnatlon énd the PID as a ba*galnlng agenf lead us away
from re-examlnlng what happens to aborted revolutlons 17- n thls jf;fxi
_caser: spe01f1cally Lebanon and speclzlcally as alded Ty the PLO in’ -
the  1975-706 Civil War there. . - hﬂph is why we corrgc»ly entltled

5 .our: Phllosophlc +Political Letter 6 (Auguqt 6 1976):'"The iestwﬂot

'_ Only of the- PIO But of ‘the Whole Left. ; =

Because the Left did not me et that challenge huu followed
““the. PLO is. one substantlal reason for the ctallty of, the crisis.

today.- Just at the point, when there was a. near—suCLess by the 1n-”"
dlgenous Lehanese Left. and the outcome of the 19?5- 76 ClVll V 'f
“ hung in.the halance, he PLO 1nszsted that the concentratlon must b

. not on - the nat1ve rnler—oppressors reprcsented by thu so—called
Chrlstlan. i. e._neo-fascxst, Phalanglsts,_but on Iﬂrael alone. though
at. the moment Israel was nowhere'ﬁresent in Lebanon and byrla was f _
all ready o Ainvade, It is Syria the PID hau-dubbed "11berators" 1n-'
gtead of ‘a’ new-lmperlallst force. The great tragedy ‘was that the_"

'-_ whcle3Le1t - 1nd1genous Lebaneae under Jumblatt,_Stallnlsts._mfd£e "

# In her 1nterv1ew with that neo-fascist. ﬂo-called Defenus Nlnlster v
of Israel, Ariel Sharon, Orlana Falilaci reveals nis insane, night- -
: marish- v15;on|"Israe11 strategic 1ntcresta...must be broadened to in- .
. elude ‘countries such as Turkey; 1lran, raﬁiquan."“eglons such ag the’
" peraian. Gulfl and Africa, partlcularly the ccuntrleq of north and cens-
tral Africa...." - _ ojf?
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__'skylsts'u— follewed the PID, lcad. Héfefis;whatlwéfwf te£ié;fﬁa?:lf
';Polltlcal-PhllosoPhlc Letter ﬁ T e g L e

'qu...the New Left, born in the 19609. 50, dlsdalnful ‘of theory
{which it forever thinks it ecan pick-up: ten-route! i has a
- strange: attitude toward. 1mper1allsm.: Thoislas ity 1mner1allam‘?y_
»-were.not. the ‘natural outgrowth:of mohopoly capltallbm, but
was 'd.'cons plracy, organlzed ‘bylasingle; dmaginary.cenber -l o
irather as the Nazis used to- refer 4. she! Judea—Cathollc-hasonzc;
_Aliance; or Communisis. under ‘Stalin’ to the dongpiracy” of “the’
Trotskylsts and Rzghtists 1n league w1th vhe lmperlallst secret

K QEerce' e el : :

Z"And even, ‘it should now. be added, as Khomélnl now refers N
0. the. U.S..and ‘Israel as the. Great Satan.. A

"EV1dently natlonallsm of +the so—called Thlrd Wbrld 1s of
‘1tself revolutlonary even when it is under ‘the ‘banner: ¢f"a klpg,
a.'shah; or® the emirates, or the Syrian Army. = Theredy “they ..
Cecanonize natlonallﬂm, even when it 1sv01d cf worklng class
character, ‘as natlonal L1berat10n.r ¥ : ol

W is not that clavs is the sole characterlstlc of natlonal
liveration movements that revolutlonarles ‘ean supporte It lS
that the working class nature is its essence and it is that
the" ruvolutlonary ‘and.’ 1nternatmonal 1mpact emerges fron : ]
‘masses in motion ... ' ‘

"This does not. mean.that we glve up the st“ugple ior selr—

aetermlnatlon, Palestinian sepocially. . It is. that we do not -

,Aar“ﬁm“ ur-vigion of the'revolutlona.y'strugSle for ‘a totally.
gl ferent world; on truly hew Humanist. foundations, the: fqut_, S
- necessmty of which 'is the: unlty of phﬂﬁqophJ and revolutlon."_ o

_ Presentlj, he mamn leader of that 1nd1genous neo fasnlsu .
'counter—revolutlon. Baahlr Gemayel. who se -savage’ a+tack on Tvl Zaatarf
;Palestlnlan Refugoe bamp sl aughtered 10 OOO there and arother '1;200

“in. the. slums. in what is known as the "Quarantlne mausacro"_”+s fr851-~_*

_fdent. now that Israel has performed an even more ma551ve slaughter o
. But what about the son of the Left. leader, valic- Jumblatt° ‘Can - he =
'thlnk he . galned frcm Syrla s “11berat10n"¢ Iet's e Lmlne st111 other'

"h;;f—way hou"ea" of not unfurllng new freedom banqers.x_'




:IQ'TSRAEL s Noc.LDAL”IIWASIoN OF LmBAnoxg"'
'_A"AI\'S"" BUILDIING OTHER H.ALF-WAY HOUSES

Lwerld‘s reactlon to Israel's gruesome 1nvae10n ef Lebanon. G
' -string of Israel's lyxng exeuses_for the destrue~{'

'5fzone" inr Israel and empty %51“ of tne PLD a "terrer sts% a o
moment when, ‘not the PIO, Jbut Begln-sharon s Israel wal the one com }“
fmlttlng the' a+roc1t1es; “to: the clalm of bezng fe" Lebanon g’ "1n~ '
tegrlty"_as a, natlon. freed of Syrla s and the PLo's 1nvasmons -
fenly helghtehed and w;dened thc world' opposltlon td'Ierael' ‘
'ghcullsh attack Hlstory w1ll not forget such barbarlsm.g Opp051-'*
tion, . and ‘even puttlng an end,. to these unclv1llzed acts,‘cannet,'

__-nowever. bé -sufficient unto. +he day w1theut, at one and the same ;5

f”tlme.nehowxng how 1t had resulted frem transfbrmatlon 1nto oPPC“
site of what Israsl was at hlrth in l947—h8, and what 1t 15 today.
1982-83. } ‘ . -

It ls necessary to bevln wlth the present, to‘Iocus on the_—

'rThat neo—iasc;st, GuE1a” Cohen,-wno heads. the eatreme nght party|
Jeh‘ya, thus expressed her, confldence ln Begln. ‘Its three votes
'f;assured Begln s maaorlty.  In exchange fer tnls vote, Teh:ya got:
M_l) eve“al thousand new homes 1n the eccupled réglon° 2) seven new o
;Jsettlements on the West Bank, 3) General Sharon s spensershlp of the
_ ”.'whole idea of settllng the West Bank’ as 1f it were part of Israelp;
s (See The Natlon }_August / 14.'1982 ) ' B s

Ae Flora Lew1s rlghtly p01nted ‘out lh_"”he mDral Vo;d“'
" (New_ York Times, Aug. 5, 1982), the 'so-called "Operatlon Peace .in:
"Galllee" has as its real objective making the West Bank part of _
Israel -— lndced. killing the’ very 1dea of Palestlnlan natxonallty.

_ How qulrli fergotten (1f,- ndeed. Begin or Irgun ever knew '
‘them)’ are the true origins of the idea of an "Israe11 natlenallty.
The Nazi hsolocaust,which they 1nvoke today for reactlonary purposes
is the fact of history that changed the pes*tlon of kerxlsts who had

- always besn ior cultural assimilation to the point where_noth;ng

518




T |
S of” tbe react 1ohﬁry Irgun,: Wi se lpadar wasﬂmhe“terfb igt,x Bpaln.
: What—a transfermatlon 1nto opp051te cf the Israel of "Exodusyq

E "‘!‘8 '3

. I s o

_ : It lS good that a . peace movement has'arlsen 1nZIarael de-fi
.mandlng an end to Israel's 1nvas;onrof Lebaro ce _ & ev
beuter'that ‘some’ of that. Left. has. ralsed the questlon ‘of self_deter—

‘hfmlnatlon fnr Palestlnlans in Israel —— or. rauher.‘the part Israul

,_1°°°uples 1lle€ally-_(1ndeed, what Tsrael ‘is- - NOW; tryﬂng to: annex is
"PaleSulne ) ‘But that, tooc,- w111 hardlv aolve much 1f. at’ the same.

_._,__._...___-—.—-——-—

time, & new banner of ﬂenulne llberatlon 15 no» unioned.v

o The 1mmed*ate. urgent quevtlon now iss What kwnd o;erglme*
{1n Lebanon¢ Does- anyone doubt that Begln-Sharor quted that small--
_tlme. neo—fasclst. Bashlr Gemayel to become 1t PreSLdent°' What 15
needed is ‘to see to it that genulne naf1ona1 11herat10n 15 the pr '

;domlrant demand and that none w1ll stand for any colonlzatlon any-

.. where. be it by Brltaln 1h the Malvxnas/Falklanda or Israel 1n '
1‘Lebanon and the West Bank and the Golan Helghts. g_LQt'S keeP 1n Do
- mind that nrec1sely because Thatcher thought she could rev;vc Brltlsh
ChaMVlnlStlc patrlotlsm‘-- e59901axly whern 1t had. S.'cupnort and

: 8O, mllltarlly domlnant OVer technologlcaily backwa*d lands llke”'
Argentlna -~ she thought a,m111tary v1ctorv would assure "her. holdlng'
onto the Falklands/ ma1v1nas._ Nothlng could he Iurth or fromlthe B
ftruthn-_The' reason that:.even. mllltarlstlc neo fasc1st hrgentlna )
.could threaten- . Britain:with- transformatltn of. her mllltary vzctory

“Vinto .a defeat.'and Arpentlna s m;lltary defeat: into a v1ctory.'ls
_thghThird Viorild!'s .- mnlacablo opposxtlcn to neo—colon1a115m;=;1t_]

L BT ey E R R L
S AR . S . O . T

# X was in Parls in 194?.-where I met German reiuﬂees who had ori-

-glnally ascaped to Palestine only .to find that it was. 1mp0551b1e te
work there for a new socidty BI Arabs and Jews, The main oketacle
‘was the Irgun, headed by Begin, It became" so: 1np0551nle to work®
for a truly. new.society that they had lseit Palostine. . The .stories..
they told me. of the Irgun showed that the greatest contradlctlon

" was already present in the fight for a Jewlsh homeland. - I, in “furn,..
.enbled-on objsction to CLRJnmes.and Grace iLee, who .were then ertln
Invading Socialist Societv, whlch had declqred Palestine to hé

4the. "polnt of world revolntlon
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. : herc. 400, phllosophy is no-- abstractﬁon'
:1t10n. as polltlcallzatlon. warns the whole New Left'not to'stop'at
'half-way houses.- ot even~when that manlfesus deep sen51t1v1ty to-
-Q¥Th1rd‘World desires for greedom unless they are w1111ng to.: transform
that desxre into’ an’ outrlght revolutlon. I'm referrlng to that part‘
"of the “New-Left: which . uncrltlcally accepts the unflnlshed LatlnkAm—;
: erlcan,revolutlons as: 1f that is: the answer --g .e. what wlll des*roy
‘J<1mper1a115t capltallsm. There was & speclal lssue of ontem orar
o Tarxlsm (wlnter. 1980),- edited: by-: Immanuel S Wallersteln;{ln e
' Wthh Semir Amln,_ln an essay on Nicaraguz, concluded ~that ! “the . prl—."
mary task is "revitalization of *he ‘economy.” No-one needs a re-
minder that the’ counter—revolutlon in- Polahd.-?“edﬂd hy General -
";Ja;uzelskl. s uslng preclsely that excuse Ior destroylng Solldarlty.J

II. THE DEEP C'LOBAL ECONOMIC RECESS_LON. A'\!CFORED To‘
RE'I.‘ROGRESSIONISM, RLLIGION INL,LUD D e

T fhe latest (August Ly 1982} unemployment flgures are -
the hlgnest ever 51nce the start of WWIT —=- ‘and’ thls is ~true. not4ﬂ
) i but also of” Europe where Br1tlsh unemploymﬂnt 1s,
13 perccnt. And Japan. t00; is slnklng %o “the lower depths.-51t5* .
GNP rrcductlon, which is the hlgnesn 6f a1l 1rd"=+“1nl natlons, ‘has
‘a rate’ ol'lncrease of only three: percent._ ‘Even when-the talk: is of
‘eo— allcdf"rebound.! as it ‘was in “Britain after-the: Falkland crlszs,
.c it'iq’ﬁdt expected to’ reach more’ than gwo percent with’ contlnuousﬂ -
4inflatidn'sapp1ng that. All thls 15 sazd ‘with full knowledge thatf.'

£ One thlng that's 1ntcreot1ng about rulers is tha -tna moment thcy;:'
“are not in power, they do tell the. truth.  In 1948, when Great L
Britain was: struggllng against Argcntlna, 'bhd Wzshington ‘pPogt - car-. "
riad- aicolumn’ by Sumner Welles which . stated that Britain. reallv_j
‘had.no right to the Falklands; that,-in fact, whenever. a colony

- gained its. freedom, as ArgentingTdid from Spaln. the holdings of <7

. the. former rulers ¥ reverted to.the new. rcpubllc. . .He added. Ppro— L
“‘phetically,"” what Rcagan had better keep in mind-nows’  “The ATgen- .
tlnes.have ‘not -forgotten that Brltaln i seizure of- these iglards . iy

in 2e23.was fac111tated by the U.S. And they ccrtalnly won't
iorget Har}ﬁeagdn s global 1mper1a11sm 1n 1982— 3.7
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there ‘are; to be no more booms. that productlon w111 conulnue toi o
stagnate" unemnloyment w;ll contlnue to be hlgh. and dlscontent w111; “-

the structural def1c1ts are equally bad
_ ,W‘Tlﬁhe’$150 bllllon. “four' percenu of thu GNP' ver nt
fSpendlng anong - the “ten "EC* countrles. :for 1nstance,~ it shows.’"hdw'
acdounts “for about 49 percent of the GNP,” up from"Bzipe“cent ‘in 1960-
__And st&te and ‘federal taxes have rlsen to bj pérceﬁt:' -
'332 pnrcent in 1960._.> .'j”- gy “_ -g_v“.L'ﬂT:'E..if.“

1

‘ _A:These deﬁazls are no% for purposes of merely pllzng un )
1statlstlcs, but .for purposes.of focu51ng on: what Marx deﬂlgnated aaijW

: capltallsm’s General Absolute Cr151s. Thus:

g 1) Buslness Week (Augusm 16 1982) had a spec1a1 report on
Vﬁ"The Buvlt-In Deflclt. Deficits desnlte ever-mountlng Capltalist
,_proflts certalnly aren‘t new, - Thls speclal report sﬁows -that: there.
T’have Deon 10 ‘in; %ne last decade. 19 1n the. pa t .20, Jea_s, 32 - qlnne L
;“fWHII._and 45 glnce'l932. But At is; the "flrst tlme 1n hlstory that-;
T “ithe U,S. 48 suffering! ‘from a bullt—ln deflclt.. _Furthermore. irom"
'*a1982 %o :1985 the ‘U, 5. w111 add; a;most $500 bzlllcn to the natxcnal
4debt. more than - 1t had in the. precedlng 30. years., When Marx
}stated profoundly that .the natlonal debt. 1s the sole "p0559551on"
R ‘the masses are burclened with, he _could’ not have 1mag1ned any such
" __f1gure‘* ';ﬁf; ifh S S T G e -__:_,:- .

R, The report is fbrced -to. dioclose the gtructural nature ot
':g%his deilclt._ And %h;s w111 be 50" desplte the Budget Control: Act
o £ regr0331on with Reagaq. ana desplte the latnst
' ‘-'a'r.tempt to pre‘bcnd 'to solwa the prohlem. 'the proposed amendment'- 'to
[the Gonstltutlon. To ;urther show how structurally bullt-zn that
-“15, they show what stagnatlon and actual dL—lndustrlallzatlon =--"the
worsT. s;nce “the Depry551on --'15 now besettlng the economy. so that
-~ 4ho’ Eccﬂomlc Recovcry qu Act o1e 1081 15 hav;ng the opp031tc offeut.
That-is, ét hagins to depend on consumptlon instead of productlon'
'to get out of the crlsls and 1ts ahrlnkln export markot as well us ’

'-mms Week. Aug. 15, 1982, p. 9L
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“ﬁi"As & pﬁrcenu of GNP,

of iour percent the comlng

1n£o 1nvestments - has been shown‘not ta mean é'thlng hecausé uhe
def;cmts are -so. hlgh that they absorh 70 perc>nt af the baVlngS ——:
$lh0 hllllon.'f'“Desplte all the. talk about 1ncreaq1nb sav1ng 1nd
1nvestmart, it looks as 1f net capltax formatlon from 1981 to 1985
w111 he a smaller share of +the: GNP than Anc r.ny~p::~e‘.t':u>us perlod smnce‘_
W II.‘fsays ﬁarvard University. economics profeasor. Benjamin M.nnm(f
Prledm¢n *_"It 15 strlctly due tO“the blg deflclts. ; R

*,y._ 3) Worqt of a1l is that the governmunt 1nvcstnent hassi_ﬁm
llkew1$e sh;fted away frnm thc natlon 8 1n£rastrUﬂﬁur _-4 hlghwaJS.
brldges,'scwers. ‘'schools and hospltals.; As 1i that deterloratlon '
'1sn't ‘bad enough, instead of cutting 1ny part of the Behcmoth
nllltqry budget, all Reagan can think of is.-slashing.the. so—called
"entltlcmants program" --_that 1s..th¢y want to do. away w1th Social
'Securlty, Medlcare, Me dlcald CAid. to qu11los w1th Dependenu Chlld—

'”‘01v11 verV1c' pensxono and dlsabllltj 1nsurance. andlprofrdmb;"
s {c Hcadsthrt._ Réagan' retrogr0551onlsm prourude 'everywhere._ f
i whethcr we look.at educatlon or at- the type of'markcrd'employed in’
the mllltary 1ndustry -=.a great m&ny englncers and very fow of - thoue

young Black_j
women workers oi whom ao 8 perccnt, aCcordlng to the appgndlx of _
Rcasan'" Economlc Report lSBued in ebruary 198; (wlth whlch we w1ll
deal more 1atcr) viere unemployed in December‘1981.~ In a. rev;ew of
+hat Report (New York.Review of Books. Aprll ‘15, 1982):_ Emm1 Roths-
- child shows that Reagan' s'"phlloacphv“ conhlders "that Whllc nat10n~ '

: al defense isg.a 'true"puhl;c good. educdtion is’ a good ‘that fecould

be prlvate"and 1ndecd that the puhlzc mcnopoly of subs;d;zed edus
cetion should perhaps be cndod in e 1ntcrcst of mor“ efficient

schools v

o 4) So 1t isn't’ only "hlgher educatlon“ the chgan Administra—
tlon w13hes to" 1imit to rich hands, -but’ euu~ﬂtiun very., nuaflv from.
blrth. upec;ilcally pre—klndorgarden._ I take hack the. exprabsion.




heiore b1rth. gs ha 1s pushlng the clock.
the -
rlghﬁ_oi women tn de01de ‘when- to nxperlence Chlld—blruh.- That roll-_
ng f the clogk backward anosn't stop there“'as 1ts maLn thrust is

She -.;w

abor and craatlhg evnr gre tcr unemployment.

. ; Flnal&y. 5) -— mov1ng alse agplnst Blach clVll.-iEhtS legie~.
'<*latmon. Reagan is engaged in- Ay love feast with’ the lmmorsl mlnorlty '
that calls 1tseIf the "horal Vagorlty" and is drxv;ng hard oz,

:-prayero.f" He 15 regresszny to LOUlS XVI and the ietlshlzlng that
Lbrought 1bout the French Revoluulon s ﬁttcm

:trls that c.ncreteness that lllumlnatca thc totallty ‘of the
' nally'lllumlnated the ‘fetishes of -

: gien." ‘In" h¢*OBCDhY‘Of L;nd ‘. Hega l.
_‘w1tnout admlttlng he was replaélng rellglon 's abetract’ Absolutes.--;
;bu;lt 1nto é "system,_ wlth phllasophy g Absnlutcs 51 humanlty E f??i:iij

i ‘str1v1n9' for freedom, writes:

- "Thny are ‘Mot accurately "al1ed systems Which® 1pprahena.p L
~“the 'Abgolute only as-substance. QFf., the -criental, .especial-"
.~ ly.the Mohammedan, modes of cnvisaging God, we may. rathér

. say that they represent. the Abselute :ag ‘the utterly unlver-~
sal genus which dwells in tho:specias or existences, but..
dwalls §9 potcntl; that these cxisteaces have no ac‘t:ua'I

11ty ' (Para. 5?3. p. 310;w0xford 1971 cdltlon)

R Hegel s 1t cmpt t; Acludo Chrzstlan;ty,‘ospe01ally Luthorwn—
_b.ism, frow his crl 1que of relip:.ono was thwwrted Ilrst by Fcuerbach

"3and;mq9#:tota 1y by marx.; That sur rcgresalve Preeldent,*n thls

_ téchnplog cally ndvnnced AEC, nttcmptv te bestaw actual lifc on fetl-
fshistié cxistence sponks volumes of the state of dcgenerncy of qul—
‘tpliem, . In. turnlng toitstimpericligt outroach, let's also ke@len..
mind the most: intarestxng revxcw-essay by Emma Rothschild, rofcrred
to earllur. “Hor 'rovicw of Rﬂhaun's FPebruary Eccnomie, Roport was cn— 2




.J:contalnod ‘in 8 pages hy Re gan and 3&# pages hy th Coun011 of Eoono—:p
l;mlc ndVLsorb.‘ Reegan s: report 1s so anxlous “to. place everythlng auk N
3the.doors ol the Democrats - from sragilatlon to hlgh unemployment n--ﬂ;

: "con;unc-“f’T'

Pre51dents' Ti‘c:cu'xomlc: Counczls seem always ready for vet ano—'
'ther;raulonallzat1on,_ Thus. Reagan 1S3 Economlc Counc11 insists thqt;”
'desplte the: stlmate that in 1983 the deflclt will amount to no less
‘ than ¢545 bllllon over the next six years, this staggering" ‘sum “w111=1_
_iradd msrglnally to the burdbn of the" (federal) . debt. “Because ecvery- ;.;y
~1th1ng in: the February Repor+ has become ‘a great’ deal " worse by August.:'
lt is- necessary tn tarry a bit lOnger, especxally on the strauospher—
xc mllltary expendlturos, whlch are nevertheless the only ones they
show: mllltary purchases will increase 16 perccnt a year . f“om 1981~
to 1985. In relatlng military expendltures to employment. Rﬂthachlld
concludesz S - ‘ . Lo ; Y -«;"
"The Report dcflnﬂs purchases of. defense durablesf],as .
'research and developmenu and procurement of maaor weapons systums
Thls blzalre 1oent1flcatlon does not corresponu to conven’ 1on"1 e
Wlth 1ts procurcment and researoh outlays, hc Defense Department
'makes purchases from 1ndustr1es other than. 'duranle goods 1ndustrles‘ ;
1nclud1ny business serV1ces ‘and chemlc 1s; it buys dureble goods W1th
~other parts oi its hudget. notably 'operntlons and . ma 1ntenanc‘,! The';
dlfference hetwcen the two. mea sures is suhstantlal. Actual”
purchases of- durable goods'-amounted to $3? 3 bllllon 1n the 19Bl:f15—:f
'ioal vear (acoordlng to . the 1uthor1tative series, based on autual com= :
_ modltles purchascs. whlch is publlshod monthly by the Cnmmorco Dcpqrt—
1mcnt.1n=1ts Survev_of Current. Bu51ness)._ But mllltarv outlays for
procurcment and reSoaroh'amountodfto 350, 5 rillion. in tha* yoqr.

_ Tho Draft Perspectlves went 1nto dotq;l on ‘the mlilcarlzaplon
and- there ‘is no peed hare to ropeat that. except +o ask you nover to
forget the Pentagen's fontnstic, socret 125- age document that aid
'nothing~short,or:projoctiﬁz_- strateory *or the next five vowrs.”nro-
paring for a prolonged ‘nucluar war and ma dly conclud ngn;“Thc U S.




eason to kgen up bresqures llke tho phenomenal New York'
ana world antl-nuke /antl-war protests and.w;th tnose deOnSurﬂtlUna.

' PROJECTED NUCI.EA.R wAR_-____.

. ~in- thls degeneratc capltallsm 1s 1ts meerlallstlc
outreau&.s-xopplng At at the. moment is, Reagnn s certlflc 1td Lon, on. .
“July - 28.ﬁof the murderous x“I!_ Salvadcr ruler headud by thét death 2'
squad commander. Rcherto D'uublsaant, who 15 now rr651dent. as a '
reglme <hat: dlsplays-—- belleve it or not!-eﬁf p‘ogress 1n h nan

;~;rlghts,? 1nd "land redlstrlbutlon.vﬁ_ S el

Sl '.ﬁ. hor lS thls thc only country whexe the Admihistrétion-is7;
‘eonductlng a counter-revolutlon. It -is. holdlng all. of Latln Amerlca

i imprisoned, as lts “spher= of. 1nfluenc AT the present moment, 1t'
“is conductlng a venomous mllltary advunture agalnst Nlcaragua. '

_ VIts 1nsat1able. 1mper1allst appetlte docsn't stop qt Latln
»merlca._ Desplte the rhetorlc agalnst Cart;r by the much—pralscd
Ncbmmunwcator. Reagan, ho dld not in any way depart from Carter s ae--
claratlon fhat anyone who aa*ed to enter;tno Gulf reglcn to take:
sldes 1n thc Ir nlan Revolutlon would be challenglng Ythe” natlonal
ntercsts" (51c') of the . U.S. ‘Quite” +he centrary. Rﬁagan has g
strengthened that, as 10 most'cvldent 1n the manner in which he lls-“
_tens to ccuntrles 11kc Saudx Arabla. Whlch _ gided: w1 +h Irqq ln the
:present Iran—Ir?q war. Desplte Reagan 8 pretended neutrallty 1n that

‘u.:war, auSt as’ in hls prctended neu+ra11ty in the war between Brltaln
"und Argontlna, it -is only pretense. The truth is that" hc does: side
w1th anyone agalnqt Irqn, and thls ig because Irqn hqd a gcnulne revo-,
1ut10n._ - o ) _ ' el S
";'“Tff' Though Khomclnl ‘has - conducted a counter-revo‘u+1on aga;nqt
~the very forces that overthrow tha" ‘Shah and: thus put him in p0wer;
despite uhe fact that Khom01n1 has conaured up Pan-Islam (actuﬁlly

only the old Pcr51a) rathur than revoelution as the “u nlfvlng foroe
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-:itiddésn'f“sdtisfv“uxs. imperia llsm.
:tru_ that the revolutlon is. yet dead
.Lhave arlsen Wluh the flrst brequh of freedom w111 rev1ve

‘;In a word -, bc lt the Gulf reg;on andltis 0¢l}‘or{
.'1ts defeated revolutlon that may arlsc agnin. or'Namlﬁla' .
’:capltallsts unite it~is for the pur oS es of bﬂlng agalnst"any reVOIU-.?_
tion,’ whc.'ther an. outrlght SOClc.l revolutlon or -a nntlonal‘.' iheration -

1:movement - Let us;-. 1nste&d, 1ook at :the freedom sﬁruggles-;zgngglgﬂ
'that always aride: from the shes, no: matter how often destroyedr'

. Recently, a most 1nterestlng'hrticle, "Insxde Namlbla" by
_53Joscph Lelyveld (YT Magazine;. fug. 1, 1982), mentloned the Hereros
';itrevolt of 1904 Both. their her01sm‘and the dehumanlzed bonavxor_of :
the: German Gcneral von Trotha we' know from ?osa Luxemburg s movlng R
descrlntlon. which bec1me also th° Eround for her strngle agalnst 1mffu.
- perialism.as she roferred to General von Trofhﬂ'l sgassxnatlon-order
‘"Wluhln +he German bounddrles, everJ Herero,‘ hether lely armed or
unarmed with or w1thout cattle, shall . be shbt.,_ 0% the ?O 000 Here-
ros only 25,000 were 1eft allve.‘ These ﬂ reros were cu119d "ho tten-
tots" by +ﬁéiwhltcs'who'weru 1gnorant of thase pucple _nd thelr I '
‘”guagc ‘and culture.;‘ That revolt was ¢ollowed by the 11qt revolt of
::the hamab, leu by thelr greﬁt chleftann, chdr1ck NlttbOOl._rThey me ___H:"
'*he .same. ueadly fate as that mcted out to the Hcrcros.j  Bk - )

v «hat 1s e£c1t1ng today is thqt hls great—grent-grandson 1s
_‘“the present head, who is mppcallng for unlty with the Hernros with.
“fpthe very :same. slogin as that of- the old chlef whno had called for unlty

. of! "all Afrxcgns against the. Germ&ns.. : What is even moro exc1tin5
‘ for us-in- this year .of "three books. not onc"*ls our constant rofer-“'
7fience t0 the 19505 as thc bcglnnlng of 2 new: ge ‘of the movement Irom
F-practlce Lo thco*y which is 1teclf a iorm of theory.f Herctoforu, Wwe’

. ‘neve, concentrated on’ elther u.s. qutometlon or the Fast Europoa n_ré
volts.  Now it turﬂn out: that thlu age's struggles foxr f cedom’in -

”‘hqmlhla also, bogsn in, 1951. : e o o

”hat is whcn th; Hercros scnt th“lr first pctition'to therUN;
~which passicnately cxrosed mhite-i-r*c"'s ‘elaimsa to - what they callcd:

egy

i ¥ Humanities Press in the U.F. an? Harvester in Britain just brought
couk new- nﬂ;tvons of Marxism and Freedom anad Philosophy and Revolution
_-and mil" hav the nawest . work off the press by October., -~ 7527




"the natives, *=tr31ng to makc‘the thlblanu the, "flfth province of -
V.South  Afrieas™ It ‘took “the UN’ unxll 1966 before.tnev £inally’ ;evckcd.
"-South'&frlca s“"mandhte'“ It wes-in “the: perlod between 1950 andnl970
".ﬁhat revolutlonarles llke qudcla and Hendrlck Witthool and Sam Nu—~»
qua' unlted in thelr flght galnst Western 1mperlal1sm;:-f The. revolt
galned'lts he;ght dlrectly &fter the Angoxan rGVOIUfion n 19?4, w1th
. Angcla 1ﬂ_wherﬂ the prosent'leadcr of SWAPO. B

_

I haVG sonethlng clse exc1t1ng to show you. - We: d;d add tD:n‘ :
the ‘East Europeun revolts the f;rst ‘of: thls agﬂ‘s revolutlons An: Latln E
Amerlca ke that ln Bollv1a in 1952 ‘it was a ‘wvery new typo.'lndned, g
Cas. lt unltcd both the pea santry and the proletquat. wgll, Uh AUEUSt
"‘0 of +hls ynar.‘ln La PR therb surfaced the yreat hymaru Tndlan ;
]3bor leader. Genzro Florcs qhn+oa. hcmd of tne Unluuc Iabkor Confede-
ration of Peasaﬂt Workers of 3011V1a, represont;ng no’ less than “three,
f" ilve and a Thalf million peoplés It 132%*-f
e true he was in a wheel chqlr.' The mllltary had: ganned him down 1n.5t
*Q.onc of the many murderous attacks on‘revolutlonary leaders, would rot
““he endea up’ paralvzbd -from- the~walst down’ f?*
5=amtcr‘th0 ht+ack a vwnr'apo., Just rnturned from medlcal reatment
and exllc 1n France," “was hardly welcomed “back by ‘thé' prescnt m111—
tary. who had agreed to’ mce w1th the current 1abor lcader, JUan_"
Lechin dquenda, “but calied it off as soon as Léchin. announced he was
brlnglng Companero Flores along. T K& we can see, it is ‘fetionlyime”
possxble to-. klll .the Idea and thu,struggles for irendom,; sometlmes ’

it is 1mposslble physmcally to dcstroy the ¢1v1ng person: ;.

o hs agalnst this’ cYCltlnF chapter oi frcedom, ;ook at. the_:“*”"?
shxlly—shallylng Reagan is plqylng with Namibiats future” “how, and ! -
take a ae00nd 1ook at his certlflcatlon ‘of 'E1" Salvador's murderous_-‘“
reglme T% whlch ccrtlflcatlon couldn't nave becn achieved without -~
Democrat1c erty hclp. as lS secn alse *n thnlr present. erbrace’ “of .

}_the tax 1noreqse. whzcn is ctuqlly dlrocted malnly agalnst the maSSQS.f"
This should mmkn cven llberqls recognlze that thclr supposcd ‘near=i
"v1ctory on. the nuclchr freeze. not. aﬁcmdnntally, 1n the end fell by
“the - waySLdy. ' o




‘once: agaln‘i

P e R
cak; vcu.;.:; -

'Ls‘.ecessa_y to remlnd then that that was precmsely the U S., posltlon
“for: Lub“non ever-since the 19?5—?6 Civil- war tnere. It iisn' i Reagun
Who stopped Begln.& What actually stopped ‘Begin is:the. totallty of
the’ world ODPO 1t10n and - the - emerghnce ef an op9051t10n within; Israel
‘that has. PPPeared “there," for-the first time ever: during an- ong01ng
'War.: We1nherger is prcsently in ducp SJmp th tlc consultatlon w1th
that other ~neo- fasclst. Baohxr Gpnayel.- SR

. *iif : Israel 1s ‘not," however. “the only: ally thh whom U. S. 1mPer1*:
'iallsm has some Qlff rences. JMore” serlous thpn.Igracl ‘is the .fact.that -
NATO 1tself has ‘never becn shakler.f Tnere is nothlng short of: 1n“f e
econom*c walihre 501ng on” bctween'thc R q, and. Japan,\between the: U, Sy
k ”Europe. especmallyFWest Germany.w:mor ig.it. onlv_what brought'
every hxng to a" ‘€limax’--"the Siberisn pipoelines That- cer_alnly"ls o
1mportant. but’ =t is’ not th wholc._ You must: remcmher tgat it means-ﬂ'
2 Ereat deal of ‘economic aid to all of Wast Europe._ And/none more S0
than West Germaﬂy.f We must not forget that no less. than 47 p&rcent
of ‘Wast Germany s trade ig Wlth East Europe: as compnrud to only 14
*percen"w1th the European ‘Economic Communlty and - only 7 - percent Wlth1
7 'the U.S., whereas no less than $11 billion is involved in West Ger -
'mgny'sjranOIVLment w1th thu 51ber1nn p1p011n=. ' ' ’

o _Géheraliy=speaking. intéroimpcrinlist-riva iry.is not of any

great interest to Marxisty, ‘even:though looking ‘for - the weakest 1ink_FJ"'°"
in thig’ rlvalry does’ havo 1mportance for rcvolutionarles.‘ In this “
'-casc. however, it is not alone because. it p01nts to whcrc lts wenkest
11nk 1B,Iand thus erecates possi ible new ‘waysfor rEVQIutlonarles to

7“Mt“c ‘fit.is_becﬁnsu‘ can nnt ex01Udn nné ﬂOs&lbllity
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of yet another@type of H1t10r~stalln Fa ct‘ﬁéfﬁéeh’RﬂssiﬁQGerméhy}f5”*Vt
Tany more: than hao was stopped *ron fllrtlng W1th U S. 1mper1allsm

- r~esent1y, Chlna 1s hoth 1ook1nF au Hong Kong ﬁnd carrylng
_on a allght‘fllrtatlon w1th Ruq51a.a;; As the Slno-SOVLet Gonfllctr
_ihas 1ong revealed. “the dlfferences there were creqt enough fcr '
‘China: " tov roll out “the red carpet: for. leon. even if . that meant
;Zbreaklng W1th “the .very leader -who had ‘heen. aeclqred in. the Constltu—'
“gion ltseli to ‘be Mao's ."closet-comrade-in-arms., I not our, buss—-
nessy g’ we ‘have said, to-be too ¢oncerned. with inter-ca pltallst R
eralrles. statemcapltallst, or private capltallst, oz mlxed economy.
75What is-of ‘the" essence is- +that we Keep our eyes glued; to the move-'
-_aments from below. rathor +han the lntnr—lmnerlallst rlvalrlcs;;_

N

And today nothlng is morc relewant than the ong01ng revolt
“in’ Polend. Naturﬁlly. this has no*hlng “to do’ wlth ‘the way 1n whlch-

: 'Reagan is ecarrying on his nretense of- bclng for. "frecdom“,but w1th
‘;the c~ctual movement from bolow, And- let us. not- ior_a second, foraet:
;ﬁthat thls is: occurring in-the. face .of: nothing short of marulal lqw,,

: fagulnst thc aGV1cc of. the Cathollc Church hierarchy.ﬁ Moreover,}
étnat freedom struggle is rhqracterlstlc of Pol nd not just now; nor;
“even: qt the very ‘start-of. the: new .age: .of- the. .1950s- ‘when . ‘Bast. Europeﬂ
began 1ts strugglc agalnst Communlst totalltarlanxsm. Nor even qs
far” bnck as ‘when we alone halled tho Resmstance Movement agalnat
fascism; as it reached 1ts two- highost p01nts == in 1943 when the
"Jewish’ ghetto: rose.up against Naziss and ‘in. 14l when all. of Warsaw _

'.rose up. against fascism and- the Red irmy allowcd it to bleed to death
but we’ declaredn'"\ll Roads Léad - to Narsaw.

L No; I'm referrlrg to the fact that Mnﬁx -~ at fhﬁzvery'birth
‘of ‘hin. ncw continent:of. thought in 1844, which | w“s also the yoar of .
;the Szlcs_un ‘weavers' uprising -~ had. dcclnred Poland the homo*and
thgt 'would bc-nble=uo uprcot’ Russ;aansnr1sm. ‘Rosa Luxemburg s,

* Rocantly, Dcny XI&Opan in an intorviow mzt _goma 101fwingurq L
. from. Hong Keong, reminded Britoin thnt the se-called Troaty of 1842,
“which had granted Hong Kong to Britain "in perpetuity,” expired An
-.1977, and that China. might very well want it bnck. ‘(Ses: Mnnchestcr
- ..Quardian, “Puklng Alml to Rora n Control oi Hnng Kong." Aug e 1932 )
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greatest nrrox- was o thlnk that murx s favof1nn natlonal self—deter—L

mlnatlon was due cnly to"the fact’ thpt Polqnd, in ‘his: perlodrfdld not

yEt.{aVC a revolutlonary Marx1st mo«ement,~but that: 1n her ﬂgc. when
:,1t dld they -eould Sklp OVE” that perlod of "nat10na1lsm" and.pro—

ed fram supportlng Polan@‘
7llheratlon and’as

the Parls Commune in 1871. W.'It 1s thls type of’natlonallsm that
._51gn1iles the global mass struggles for freedcm.kwnlch Fiantz Fanon
hailed ags : ‘ '

L.CREATIV& unTURE OF %ARK‘S NIND AND THE TnSha
]QF‘PARXIST*HUMANISTS ;ODAY

“"It is-my. des:re that thls hlstorv, ‘ "The 1ntellurtua1 movement now..
Jof. Phllosophy should contain for . baking plzee if Russia testi=" .

you 4 simmons “fo grasp The epirit- ' fios! to: thewfact that fermenta-
.« 0% the time which is present in us - tion ‘ig going on deep below the
: by nature...? ¢ surface. 'Minds aie a%wayg ‘con-
i Hepo setk ; o 57 nected. by “ihvigible threads. .

ngtgéngg“%%%§3%§§§%" 5',‘._ w1th the body of" the peoble...L

cuw L T s e e harx to. Slegfrled Leyer 1n
: - o - e New *ork. Jan. 21. 1 ?1

 Thd thhodologv ‘of tha Perunectlves-;';i"ffwgrné

i o How then, what has phllosophy‘ concretcly, to ~do’ W1th the'“
econonlé reces lan, the myrlad polltlcal criscs, (oi which’ we could
_-takn up onlj a few) and our tnsks tod y? You. no doubt, noted thqt,
l*nstead of stqrtlng with the myriqd obaectlve crises, 1nclud1ng wars)
as we us ually do, the Introductxon hqrely touched them. ing the.’,;
reierences only 15 polnt of departure for poszn the. phllosophic need
for artlculatlng not nlone what one is agalnst. but what one is for,
wheraunon T returned to tho kolltlcnl~Phllcqomuc Letter on “the 19?5-
v 76 Civil wh:-ln Lebonon as the tost not only ‘which the PLO failed' to

-Meet,_hut which the whole Left: fqllou, thuﬂ 1caving loopho_as for .

thé.1082fIsracli geno@idalrw; in Lebqnon.

. CAgain, Section I, on “that war and tho ohhbqitién'aé.'"et aly -
hali—wny nouses. did not satisfy us Just witn descriptiona and ono 1y-

'“7531]f




ﬂ-ls-.

”ilrst workers' staue{#RuSSLa .lnto a statenﬁaplthllqt soc1etJ, but
._%thls tlme au"lt was manlfesued in the dlfference b tweeanalestlne/
3_Israe1 1937—U8 and Israel. 982—83 At the same tlme. we' Warned th s

Sectlons II and III. of course, dld analyse the deep global

econen;c rece351on anchored in ‘Ronald- Resgan‘= retrn:“e351onlst reces-l“”

.2251on, 1ne1ud1ng religign,  as well as 1ts 1mper1allst eutreaeh -1 and
did it =so dlwleetlcally that you never sew it separa% fgom the revo—_
nlutlon;ry Oppooltlen agalnst ity whether that bo-Nemibia /1904-—<*h15 '
;. Luxemburg had' sensed “that: early both as Black d1men51on ‘and asthat : -
'new degenerate stage ef eqplta1lsm - 1mper1a115m ——ZWhluh not only

‘BlaCkS fDught gulnst,'uut 80 'should. Marx1ﬂts" "I “the” German SOC‘aL-"

’jDemeeracy had not tr*ea to- avert theilr GJGS nd thereby dlcelosed the;r

'ewn OPPOPtunlSm. they would’ not have mlvsed Luxemburg g flqsh ef genlus

fon 1mnereallsm.f‘1t certaﬂnly allowed us te know hamlbla long hefore
’-1982 or 1951. -dlthout dlreﬂtly mentlenlng the new book. we here gou"

1nennhy -

a Whlff of Roag- uuxemburg, Women's lee;atlon aﬂd Marx!'s -Philoscphy

*?ef Ra volut1on —- and, at “the same t;me,azreaected Luxemhurg g p031t10n'

coon Polana and galneu frem nqrx'

poolulon ‘when revolutlonury nqtlonal—‘”

ism is 1nuernmtlenhllsm. We ceuld also trace :the rovement from prae-7

"itlce in Bol;v1a. 1950/1982.' Ag 1n. the ebaeetlve sx+uation made Js
also rememher 1he "sub;ectwve" harxlsm “ahd Treedom. whlch flrst pro—

-_%ected thqt orlylnal.‘drnmthc. new eategory - mevement from praetice_”

heor : .
/'when ﬁé Lroxc threugh on the. scemmnflJ stratoepheﬁlc hbsolute Idea.

"__integrﬁtlng it with .the actual movement irom the 1950s as those three
- new:pages of {recdom opaned in the U S., ant Europe/Vorkuta. end e

'=1monugumurv. nluhama.

Altogether “too many crises nnd W’!.I‘b abcn..nd nnd there is ne
next to~ erupt, which ‘will -have re=—

way'fe ‘¥now which one will be “the

-peroussions %o which we will have %o turn at cnec.. But if wo do prac-

[

_tice‘eur_dieleeties we ‘should not have,eo asls l)hew does the hiero-'
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fy-al yphlc "three ho k $; not ot - f ate these crlses? 2) how does
~'t;"1b challene,e 'post Marx. Marxists our~ acing.. the Ob-‘lect"’@
_s;tuatlon now° Ina word. Marx s’ pbl 080 phy 19 no abstractlon anﬂ
_?because that phllosophy ls concrete _it xﬁresses “the methodology
needed Forx- botb analy ng eeruous cri es and actlng to uproot the
SJstcm bhat created then ‘ ST B BRSE ?’f'.

do? why should uhere he thxs gap between,mental ana mgnual luhor? e
“or ﬁhether 1t is the; peasanhry. and not only the Bollv1ans aust refer-_
red to, but ln India,. Evcn th Wowld Bank (no radlcgl 1t), 1n 1ts__ >
World Economlc Report thls year, while admlttlng that "800 mllllon
llve 1n absolute poverty,"also had to say:"Far from belng tradlt;on—ff_
bound, “the peasant farmcrs have. shown that- thoy vhare a ratlonall?y '
that far outwelghs the dlfferenees Jn theﬂr soc*al and’ ecological 'T
condltlnns.‘ - That is a great deal mcre “to the polnt than TTOtokJ =
great thaory in hofhlng lgss 1mportant than the. Harlfesto for. the .
‘;rourth Internaulonql, ‘where he bpeaks only of the backwardncas of: the
peasantrj, and Mao is: not mentloned once. Ee et R

“&t the ‘same tlmo. uhe non—Hegelzan, nonFMarxlst concepu of~  o
rontradlctlon that mao expoundcd with his: “Bloc of Wour Classes has "
only provcd that that type of alternat¢VG half-way housc, cven whcn

'lt roaches its’ helght in- the: Cultural Revolutzon.,leads to stlll one-
more nalf-way nouse.. hore preclsoly put, it mlslcads. That 1s to__”
say, 1nstead of maklng a phllosophy of rcvolutzon ‘the alternatlvc to' 
the- phrty-toalead. Yao simply asked fof "new" leaders 11ke h1mael£.;-f 
" AS w» nhowed in the Afro-hsian pamphlet, that type- of non-alternatlve,
that thc of voluntqusm,_advonuurmsm and admlnlstratlve mentallty
has offcred itself og leader of the Third World -~ and 1cft 1t ina’
half-way hou .  .... S ‘ - : __?;'

: Whlch 13 why Phllosophv nnd Revolutlcn oxposed and nbnndoned
‘so-called revolutionary: Alternative Marxisma.whethnr Trotskylsu or .
Hao¢nt. both politically and ph*losophica¢ly by diving doeep 1ntﬂhd
Hogellhn dislectics *in and for itself,"  Even Lonin, whe- did return :

7533
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b to Marx - or;glns in Hepel and thus created ground for us..had nct

4hm ughyin hi re rganiza ior;-_ ghe- par+V-+n~1eﬂd :whlch i
’agc demanded ‘be: ended. and to WL. :What was needed was to recog-a”i
;that_hary alone could transcend the Hegellan d1 lect*c because

lutlon ln  pm incd. " This is whqt Marx developed both in: theorJ 7
_ knd 1n practlce 1n organlzatlon and"” 1n_a phlloaophy Rty a‘global phllo-,f
~fsophy. He went 50 far Wluh hlS new moments in the last Jegrs ‘of hla;a‘:
lle that he concluded that what we would now call the Thlrd World

geid np? 4ollow the West' '"Hl oorlcal Tendency of Capltalﬁst Accumu-
atiome" - ,

: If you reqd my. new lntroduCglon to the reprlnt o: Phllosonhg
nd Revolutlon you . notlced that T took issue ‘both w;th Hegollans who
_dlsreﬂarded Chapter 9 -and with the. Youth - 1ndecd. the prqgmatlc
) “whole new generaulon of rcvo1ut10nhrles. 1ncludlng new Women's Ilbera—
tlo"*sts ~~'who wished to sk;p Cnapter 1 and. .80 dlrectly o Chapter 93
'The partlcular chapter that the act1V1st ‘youth were “nxlous o read
';,;1rs~ becaas» thby identi cd with- thoﬂer'an Pa551cns “and New Forces'

4.--;not'on1v thie Black dlmen51on ‘and’. .anti-Vietnam War. movement, b
also WL Aand the: challenpe from the ILeft in Chlna ‘ealled Sheng hu—llén;:
was daceptlvely sxmple prec1ae1y bocause the strupgles were -so famlllar
to them.; r"he truthy hOWGVCr, is tha t pﬁllosophJ'w i8 86 prasent therc
_as 1t w s in Chapter 1. v At which po;nt I gquoted - Frantz Fanon s
artlculatlon of Afrlcqn froedom struggles’ as . belng "not a treatlse on’
the unlvcrs~1 tut the untldy fIlrmﬁtlon of ‘an orlglna1 iden propound—
ed’ as an ﬁbsolute. He dldn t lzave it to othcrs to concratlze. Sbut
workcd out a_phllosophJ oi llbbf?tlon Whth ho called - "a new Hunanlsmr

E)The Aculvit1e" qnd tho Phllosophv of tht T Do

At this flnal moment in outllning Perspectlvus. what concerns
'us) of coursa, is nzither TrotskJ._nor Mao, nor. even the one we do
follow, Morx, who is, unfortunately not physichlly alive, what we




,_must flnally get down to are SpLlelc act1v1t1es. bOuh those spee1-
;flcally Marxzst-Humanlst (uha+ is to saYs. those we take organlzatlon—"
. al. reepongxblllty fer as Marxlet-Hunanlsm) and those actzvztles w1th
' ethers in which: we. partlclpate. hut not. urcrﬂt1ca11y. Im. refer—hﬁ?
'Vrlng te ‘all coalltlon act1V1ﬁ1es -- from Black dlmenelon to Women' :

leeratlon. from youth to Larlno and antl-nu?e and ecologlcal moves=..
_ments. Iet's spell out what "nDu uncritmcally. meane hy focus;ng on’"
“the force wh;ch hag: become an- 1mportant polltlcal element 1n West E
-;Germany - the Greens. L;,;- ) P TRy xa,“__ R

1g;;]{-;ﬂ “ven a John Vlnocur. as: New York Times correspondent. in
summlng up hlS five year in West Germany ("Germany 8 Season of Dis-
content. “NY.T Magazine, -Aug.: B, 1982).'sensed that for +them %ﬁe‘bull’
'uof hlstorleal grav1ty doesn 1t seem to count.~" It 1s not a. matter_-_
- of not understandlng the, bourgeois. reporter ] venom 1n what he_iswseyr"
-Teng, when he. attrlhu tes - to all “the "Greens" suoh slanderous eohduct;:'
as-to hold that “Sov;et behav1or in East Europe must always be 1g- M
 ¢nored if nast and West Germany are. to. come together., : Rather, 1f
Cis.a fact that some’ of the. youth. think S0, that ‘the very fact that,
_Vsome .can at*rlhute the dlv1510n of. Germany to ﬁ "nlot“ of. the ‘guper-.
- _powers, U.S: espeelally, does menifest a failure to. understand that -
y’"pull of hlstorlcal gravmty.zxf And it 1s history thst we ars cong'
;cerned w1th - hlstory of the ?ast as, 1t ffeets the present._-' )

L One of the fr;ghtenlng results thls 1eads to 1s the appear—' 4
"ance.'ln the same book. of essays ny neo-Navls 11ke Helmut Dlwald and o
by the lnft Soclal—Demucrat. Peter Brandt. Ano*her publlcatlon com=" .
‘bines the extreme Right-winger, Peter Bender, and the left Soclal-.'

:Z_Democrat. Oscar Lafontaine. It doesn +t seom to dawn on. them that

J3€7is this type of behav10ur in some anti«nuke partlclpants whlch
_makss HeTmut Sohmxdt also want to Jump en thelr bandwagon.’’ West
Germany s - trade, we must remember. is nalnly w11h Eas3 Europe. and
Russia is'a good "customer" oo, - TR o e

) Tho antz—nuke movement is cruc1a1 in th,-snfiﬁwarrmoveheht f
"-and cul]s for eur actlve partlclpation. but-at no fime'shoul&-notivou_
partlclpatlon megn abandonment of the respon31b:lzty for- principle.
for progectxng what phllosophy muat underpln “+He actlvxty to’ aseure
.,it will . oot fall into the trap of amleame ‘which would. once aguln.
f‘r.:ro::o ug. to w1tness some sort of Hitler-stalln type “of pacn.




: . however. e, must crltlc:se bome soclallst femlnlsts who* .
'—_saulsfled themselves by'anV1ng1fhat'"tactlually" the male comradesﬁ:.'
were: ready %o OPpOSE the "1mmedlate“ demunds of: WL As A mauter of -
fact. as we “showed® in tne”letter-to our: WL-N&L Commlttees of Aug.‘zo,

we haa?to gtress -—-after prov1ng 1stor1callj how much was Lost by

_~not ;cllow1ng through WL ag “evolutlonarJ force: and Reason--— that
'="to qchleve t'ucr.*eSS "in ‘the revolut10n.11% has to show. from the star

s . - . .

lhow total the uprootlng of the old w111 be.  'ISViEt' .wg..hﬂﬂ;.y

' WG muqt reallze that answerlng the 1mmed*ate gquestions llke-
: w;se requlres gettlng down to Marx s dlalectlcal methodology..-what
“is ‘present: 1n “three hooks,.not one” .is the" presence of the creatlve
nature ‘of Marx s mlnd. manifested in the: dlscovery of a-whole new:- cony”‘
tlnent of thought and of revolutlon.= The. advant1ge of our: age is-
that, at one and the ‘3ame ‘time, a movement from praetlce “that was:
;tself"a form of: theory wis born' with: the obgectlve s;tuatlon of re—-
volt, ‘and“that movement was caught 4% the 1mmedlate through the hreakﬁ
through on the Ahsolu+e Ldea. ' It was proven 1n Narx1sm and - Freedom
where- it ‘dould be carried through not alone for our age: ‘but for the -

o age of revolutlons —-— 1nduSur1al, pol;tlcal, PhllOSOphlu --“whlch~

‘fhad begun with the French Revnlutlon and Hegellan dlalectlc; and. Wau-
reate crl . TheT cund ‘waslaid for us. uO re eal‘lts‘“"
Amerlcan roots as well as the w0hld Hhmanlsf ramlflcatlons.:‘ ‘A it
happens._the 11nk of_contln 1ty to the 42 ye:rs of Marx s:kreatlve_
- discoverles. 1841 - 1882. qenarated by 100 years. was Cdught by US.
"ul941_-31982.f 4 B s . , N R
R ‘The’ newwork, hdséntuxémhurg, Women's leuratlon and Narx 5 
Phllosonhv of Revolutlon, rounds out that work ~- not as Archives, '_
but phllosophy as actlon -- or more pre01sely put. as theoretic pre-,
paratlon for revolutlon. Our unlque contributions are conc“ntlzed
thls year, flrst, in "Have Thumb, Wlll Travel._' both as a Naulonal
”our for the Chalrwoman. ‘and -for each of: us, natlonallyand interna— _
+*onally;-to take orgqnlzut¢onnl “esponsibill ty. for prujeuulnv mara—:'
1st-Human¢sm.- Concretely it focuses on tha Black dlmenulon. and has
started already with Denby's trip. to Alebama. You w111 hear his re-
P?FtthED?rUW which will show that having Mike Connolly, the Najzonalu,_
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CO-Organlzer._ w1th him means that 1982-83 can contlnue what sta;u— _
-ed with Indignant Heart, was cairied on with*the Montgomery Bus Boy~ -
‘ nt+ “nd'"“gt“°Ver 1et go.~3.d' It 1s seen also 1n the move: of ‘Iou
. 'een.as well,xn Raymond .

énd,,lh 1nuerv1ews with the head of tﬁé *Tc :
W1th a Black.femznlst 1ntellectua1 _n Ne_;

o flnal para?raph or the whole Draft Perspectzves. where we conclude:
'x.;-ﬁ...zt is on thls bas;s that we are asklng those who agree w1th our N
pr1n01p1és to 301n us and take organlzatlonal responalb*l*ty for PFO-'
Jectlng Marar t-Humanlsm berause, in truthy phllosophy 1tself does
not reich 1ts full arvlculatlon untll it has- dlscovered the- rlght '
organlzational form. Phllosophy, far from helrg an ego’ trlp.'ls the
t,. *he summatlon. 0‘F the epochal striv1ng of the masaeq for :

R ‘ Flnally. as. alWayS wlth us. crltlclam doesn‘t stop. w1th__ =

5‘°’lt1°131ng Oﬁhers. but includes ourse¢ves. The ‘fact- that I' can no-uu
longer add Paragraphs Fox Roo"Luxemburp. Wonen's leerﬂtlun ‘and Marx 5.
PnllQﬁQEEI.Ei.EEEE;EE&QQ, 51nce it'is new loc?ed in’ prlnt. haz . not -
StUPped me, from suggesulng you add one more paragraph to the final
Dage-T=Here then; " is what we would" have added - 1f we were “the

publlshers - to-the flnal chapter. XII oi the new book. It would cone:
after the last sentance of fhe penult1mate paragraph. whzch reads:.

ffIt is, not a questlon only of meetlng the cnallenga from prac-—-

v ‘tide, but of being able to mestithe’ challenge ‘from the sélf-
a=developnenﬁ of' the Idea, ‘and- cof deedening thaory to the: point
‘wheére it regthes; Narx a: concept of the phzlosophv or "revolu-.:
“tion in’ pernanence. -

'At_ tnis point dadiis




"‘thn' bUt Phllosophy s "sufierlng, atlence and 1abor of J
1.e.. exPerlen01ng absolute negatlflty. Then and only then will we
succeed in a revolutlon that will achleve a class-less;”ﬂﬂn-rEClSt-
nO“"SEXlSt| truly human, truly new soc1ety. That which Hegel JudEEd

to be ‘the” synth951s of the "Self—Thlnklng Idea“ and the "Self-Brlnalng”
Forth of leerty.' harXLSt-Humanlsm holda, is what NarX' ad called the

- new socxnty.' The many pdths to aet *here ar° not easy to work out.

he have entltled the Perspect;ves "Wnat mo‘Do" Ff and e, dldn't
_ mean, by that only when facing objective crises, but in_the need t°
51ngle out the. new moments in Marx and +he "tra;i to the 19805“ WthH
we dlsccve“ed there. Put- dlffe“ently' “that. »di COVGPY" was . pos 31ble=. &
beuausel 1) ilnally we had g1l ‘the wrltlngs of Marx as a totalityi’ A
2} we had lived through a 30—year~10ng movement from PrﬂCtlceS and -
3) our unlque contrlbutlons to those three decades Were 1nseparable.
from the obaectzve movement.; It becomes necesqarJ now tO SPP+1 OUt
the hleroglyphlc "three books. not: one"
for the challenge to all post-marx Marxlsts. ard to develop +he moment
the. masses have reached in théir:search. for.-a. phllOSOPhJ of rcvolut1on
'whlcn would enable them: to succeed 1n en actual revolutlon. o :

(The last paragraph of the book remazns. as 13:)

. what is needcd is a new unifying pr;nclple. on marx's grcund
of. humanlsm, that-truly-zlters both human thought. and - human exnerlpnce.
Marx's ‘Ethnolosical - Ngfehgoks are a historic happenlng that proves; -
“one. hundred: years after he wrote them, that karx's legacy is no mere
heirloom, but a live body ‘of ideas and perqpe"tives “that is in nhesd.
of concretization., Every momenht of Marx's development, as 'wall as *he
totality of his works, spells out: the need for “revolution in permu-
nence,” - This is the absolute challenge to our -age.

a e 'y




