June .22, 1982

Dear uariana,

your question, “hre we’ ready"for the"moment“"wheﬁ Rasa” Luxenburg;*“oren‘s
Liberatlon, and Harx's Philosophy of Reveclution will bz off the press? 1
intend to- wr‘te.a pract}ceuteview of_the book Eor a, NL,Diﬂcussion Bullctin s e™

Movement,,ﬁL_h ;nss the,whole post-uarx Larr-
to swim in than . new work and taLe every event

o i .f.n* r
.- For,. example, whEn you . .
tha "'RA rapre.sen!:s the development of

‘agree with you more.‘ Tive been wajting’ for’tbit

~amst confess I saw Ao evidence,’ﬁ serious evidence,‘that the Women's leﬂva-
“tilon right here has done any such thing. ® So the raal problem i3 not just to.
‘ask;'the quest:ops but to concretize such eviéence and answer. e

: '_Hay 31 be, studied vary deenl

really dug fnto 1nstead oF jus read as if it wpre an Dxﬂrcise in readiH§

instead of practiclng “the dialeetic. “Let we illustrate what I cean as Juxp~-

ing; off .points... (All.the . references, are, to. the discussion.) Fupene was

to.the polnt both as he singled’ cut Parts:II and IIIVof the Convenclqn Call

between the ﬁavement from practice and thekmovewen ufrom theory Eut,
- againiwhat .is naeded. iz rot ouly. to. point to it, ‘but to break thpounh‘
ELE NI I (PRI S ,‘z BB
‘! Bob wasg . cor*ec-‘-o ﬂing 2 out; Second Gruat,D{vzue, and that. indevd,
proved»centerpoin; ~for-alli: But nhat is needed for. L.is :p dive Anto :hat )
‘Second: Great -Divide:as: development for WL as, uarxist Hmmanist, aqd nok depart
from-that: breakthrough.and. what, BD achgeved until@ou really ate readv To sup~
plemerit the joriginality .of - this histor:c divide.’ .For.example,. It would be
all too easy to show (and prove nothing thereoy except . self-sntisfaetion)
.that WL as force of Revolution and Reason was brokan through by me both be{ar@
breakthrough on Absolute Idea iiay 1953 (see my document “Our Organization'™ and
after, but the point is to show how before It was instinct. and cwpirici how
after it led to Constitution in 1955 in orpanizatjonal form, and, above alt,
‘only when it became not only an Tdea whose time had come but nctuﬂl‘Y becace
a vovement it became part of P&R both as hailing it and criticizing Jr AL ONLY
WITH RLWLMPR DID IT FIMNALLY REACH THE STATUS OF GREAT DIVIDE FOR THE WROLE OF
. MARXIST-HUMANISH where, instead of just whispering that VIL, in his and actu-
ally the world's First Great Divide with his philosophic reorganization which
was ground of sctual 1917, neévertheless had not done so cither on the pérty
qucstion or WL, 1 finally dared take him on in new ‘book. .

an what a WLer uould have to do is to conc'etl-e this hy Faking those
"3 little poragraphs Hlike refers to, i.e., that I wrote for material. for boek
and try doing it for boo book review in 3 pages. -1 meant to go ‘through all the
rest of the discussion, especially Jim's wvery important point on the difft{ﬂﬂuc_
betueen 1980 version of ilarx’s Ethnolozical Notebooks: I wrote about when the
concentration was Engels and Hal Draper and 1932 when it became mart of Part
ITI, strictly Marx's own ground and challenge to us for this age so that it
‘becamp inseparable from "revolution in permanencae™ but just have not a moment
to spare (1 stole this moment from Perspectives which is wronu) bue 1 rhink
my poinu is clear.” :
Yours,
-Rays
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LETTER TO THE YOUTH FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE INTERNATIONALIST MARXISY-
e iie .. HUMANIST YOUTR CONFERENCE ON SZPT. 3, 1982 - _ransoilt Dioos

o)

Dezr ,Y."out-h: .

S %.A.-:.Yéur:— -\‘-‘ios"t]"rﬁééuti‘fﬁl'_l'y.-pro:_iuc_elé,-niscixés;i_lon“B‘\i_l'_let.-'i‘n.-.-"-,uiu!;:éDDEéra,ﬂBé
“it-surpasses. any of th‘e.tu-l_l_etinsroycoduc_ed.aat-.,-tﬁe_-Center_ —_—;:and;its:mlti_—': :

tudinous approsches ‘to Marxist-Husanism is impelling me- to ;address:y

o B ~

" when7you;will be wapping out your-gerspect ives ar-your Conference Al the .
varricies :Uinvycur;Bulle'cinlarticuleite sthe tasks that will rprepceupy ‘all.of us

S7.at :the-Conventi'oh,—_Eaciniz,.--l‘?ﬁti.’_.that;fic'cn:ehéry" of: Marx!g Ceath .that::

;alive-in-our "threc books,.not ene .o 80 o o L

_ Your Bulletin has led me to enticle the Perspectives Thesis, on which
.1 :am now working:: TWhat To. Do."..iluch as:lenin's concept:of.th2 vanguard-
-rperty-to«<lead in What Iz To Be Done? has ‘brovght ill-repute.to’ chat exXpres-
. ‘stfon*,-pleage -note that Hy."What To Do” insludes also MFacing the:Depth of the
Recession and- the Myriad Global.Policlcal-Crises:as well as-the Philosophic )
‘¥61d." And that:is.followed-by the.parenthetical’ sentence:; T TAs well as?

_does no¥ . mean a_third or “subordinate point, a -sort of 'also van/ _
.philosophy.expresses, dialectically,-the mearing of thé othdy tie-polnts -- |
eccnomics ‘and politics” —- as both thelr ground and the. path. for their . resolu-.
tion,-subjectively.and, objectively -- Freedom.”. 7" Caras RS
0+ .- . .:The:whole point.of .the Perspactives is the concreteness and pracei-

..cality of- philosophy.-. Let we begin, by.saying .that, while I.was impressed
with every -single.srticle in ir, I wish ro take rvo very different types of
articles s my polnt of : departure heve.. One type is shown-both. in Laurie ‘g

4. article, . "Challenges to the:Anri-Miclear Movement,™. whigh, gt one.and the

- same, time; speaks concrétely of activities in that .movesent.and;the lack of

- merhodolozy, - and;in Rickie Rae's, which.is.}lkewise both toncrete. (indeed,
.shz is the only one _who . bas_already. contacted, a,professor for the Spring

~.Lzcture tour)-- and speaks about.the .tétality.'of our,approach to the.lthree
looks, wot ore.® The other.type is the most original.bivsuse, as.a workexr,
Ned (as the personification of rheé fovement from practice that is itself a -

. form of theory) (xpresses, precisely, whAt is so.mew with us.not only in dis- ..
covering: the movement.frow practicg, but ip adding that telling. little phrase

. fag. a form of theory." . .The determinant in Ned's article 15 easiiy grasped: .

it is what- Marx designates as the Pdifferentia specifica* -- "acr .the point’

. of preduction, . . i e oo : PR e

T .. First,  Ned shows that the.real nuclear- war is. already. going: on and

‘he further specifies where: Yin . the mines, factories and fields -cf-.the.

.country.” . -He doesn’t let go of that burden to-life, but carriea it through

: to death -~ and that -long before the actual outbreak.of nuclear war. :Who,

afrer reading his article could think of Colovado as. beautiful -instead of as
_the locale of the uranium mines which killed his uncles? What is a worker's

1ife worth: in capitalist gociety which deals him cancer and "black lung®? Who
. gan Forget the "worker who got crushed to death becruse they didn't- put up

* Many. vouth today may not know that lenin took. that . title from what was a
very. popular ncvel by.the radical sacial philosopher,- Chernyshevsky, or that .
whoat,the. novel was gbout was Women's Liberation and “free, love,” - not bound
elth2r by marrisge.licenses or conventions. Ir.was a book thet dealt, philo-
sophicaily and concretely with the reed o get. rid of this damn pystem and

have & commune-type of new zocial order.
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wond supports in the mine because of ‘this speed-up.”’ Such concreteness is
not separated from the totality of the system we oppose, ‘as. Ned inmediaLcly .
follows that with: "It's not just the radiatiomn from the ming Which kills yeu,
it's. the whole system aof production." To make sure you don’t. think this <o
is‘jusc a regional ‘story, he“tells:us about. the seepage’ into‘the ground "
‘water and. inte the’ surrouqding stresmS‘-coﬁcluding "The:whole: “Southwest
Eﬂé_ﬁﬁilsg 1ive off ‘the Colorade River.=AIr ‘an accidﬂnt shoutd happen;

* milllons “of ‘people would be‘contaminated:  Who says'the. ruclear waryis the
biggest’dangerquz;uThn very:lsst ‘Sentence of ‘his-article srbrings .us'back to.
.philosophy wui'and the’ need”for re-thinking:"The-anti-auclear movemeni will

be grest if 1t connec:s to this re- thinkzng and opposes the® war goin~ on
today." ;

woT Our n.ed is LG connect- this with the chalfcnge weare Lesuing ‘to.
all post-Marx Marxists and to* do- so;'not just ‘Fhetorically, but:mast™ con-i'
cretely “-'vulifeh means many sales of dur “books: -Let e StYess, " once.again,
‘that 'I'm addressing this letter- to 'the Youthi™ Remember, pleasa; ;i that.one ‘of.

" the také-off: points“in Rogd’ Lixemburs, Women's ‘Liberation dnd Mark’s! PRiloso -:"

< phyiof ;Révalut ton occurs ‘two years before‘Marx broka openly -from: bourgcois o
societyj two/years:before he made: that’ first- faméus’stotement that we: ‘used:
Fito heve ag’the ‘Naws & Letteds mottol The-Robt ™ of “Maakind 1s Maﬂf_“That was
Marx's answer to the question hé had been agked sbout”why hej as  a.bourgeois
youth in the univerqity, ‘became a radicsl. H2 hadl answered-_“ko be a radical
! o'gragp Ehings at’their rodt) and the root of ‘mankind is man.¥ He
concluded"har a’ qociaty that expiolta and alienateq that "root™ mistitself
‘bE 7 - Itiwasy- as I have- polnted cut, two’ GYSs’ ‘before: Mprx came. to

“fthat tonclusion;  that, aw a Young Hégelidn srill; he’was lahoring’on his

B doc*ornl~'hesiq"“TbPiDifference Between’ Epicurean and! Democritﬁan PEilosophyy
‘and articulated a‘PromﬂtHean viﬂion’agﬂinar slavery;-even-if ie were only
; ‘Mart s prais oE"Promhtn"ue' ‘rebeliion’ agﬁins >the
BOOB; “and of’ hpicurcan philosophy speaks thrnuﬂh the "ages: abuutw*he creative
‘nacure 6f (MRd: “is what ied’ Mcrx to- the" recognltion tha*'ir is ‘fot! gruat
_en who make hlstory, but mFSSLﬂ An mction. el . 3 L

AN S5

S TULeeist that: which made him see movement' in,'of all’thfhgb}'rhp‘swerve
'of'the‘atomiwhich*EﬁicUrus-described; i The’ ‘young Mark wos’ ‘thareupon not stop-
"-ped ‘even by Hegel! &7 phenomenal &oncepr of the crentivity. of absolute -nega-
“tivity as tht.imptlse ‘and’ deeigive’ 'Foree  in the transformatlon of: reality.
Instead, he criticises Hegel for not practicing that dialectic 'in~the ana-
Yysls of Epicurus, . Hig ecleim that he was taking issue with the master -
i+ philosopher: because Hegel was 3o preoccupled with the whole hiszory of philo-
'sophy, from ancient te modern times)” that’ he could notd pay attention.to. de-

rwiratls actually permites us to becoine’ witnessos .to the cmergence of Marxsian

‘dialectics. " Though roored in the liegelian dialectie,” Marx. is an his‘way to
discovering 0" new continent both of" tnought nnd o: revolucion.:f: gl
i = Tt ta . EE T
B Whnt T am driving at:here’is tht crcntive nature of. Marw's.mind.
It iy this which led to his boing attuncd alsoito all’ the' strugglesy from
" rhat egainst Prussion censorship Lo the weevers' stirike that wes soon to -
ﬂrupr. It was Marx's rigorous gnd dialcenic attitude ko, ph;lesophy which
“inspired” his fighr- ngninqt the ?russlan censorshin and-his-how sensibilities
.ro masses 1o moticn, and aade: Wnrx a'tarxist, *That Promethean:vision: thar
intriated: o whole new’ continent of thoughr and of revoluticn continucd
throughett his 1ife 50 that che noimoments Marx- dlscovered' {n the last de=-

" cade of hiq life bccumﬂ tHc trag 1 all thu wny in*o rhc 19803.
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It is *hls that we mige pro]e»t, st concretlze.. For’ that, Youth
is a key, the year 1982-83 ie erucial, Borh of rhase*Ethmuqt Find further &r-
ticulation so that! "three books, ;not one” ig:not Tust.rharpritbut spellis-out -
that total uprooting that- regu*rbs three’ books :not ™ onc“-ns its. erU“d
concretxzatinq ofthia, “just -this, will not. L just, be sales of :bogks, ever—wider
dissamination. er“Marxist-Humaniam-trrcughouL the world, buti$uch growth of
‘membership.thay Marxs. philosophy of. revolution; not FMehénpart s, to-lead “n-u
signal-the coming cf “Eha® revnlucion itself"_" '

T 4me’ dgvax peculiar elewen:r:hat disregards 1t5ﬂ1f!uhen A becames
the- time: ‘wheénideas and revolution: merge, so-it:doesn'tireally matrer: ‘whéther
[2you were here:(T mean:vhether youswere yet:borm):in1857;vhen:Marxism and: Free-
- doim*wag compléted.: Today: you are: ! ng-through;theithireer pages,oi: frge-u
“domi opened- in:thogse ‘mid-1950s v~ wien. thu‘wcrkerSwoactling ‘Automation ing
the 'U;S.3 'when the:workers rising. up- against. both: 'work-nexms! and,poticical - -
tyranny .in East Europe; and when the "Black dimensich fnrern: tionglly ware 311:.
~showing that we had,” indeed, .reached. a’ new movement from’ practzlce t:hat: was L
both- itself a: form of theory -and:. totally global. ;:*”*.u S .

e Werc “you born when che youth in revolt in May 1968 had to. conhrcnt‘:
the startling’ . fackt that its ravolution had abnrteé? Did that ‘start your jour-’
ney of discovéry, of working out a torally wew relationship ¢f theory to prac-
tice, of philasophy to revslution, the historic devélopment of humankind..from
ancient.times to today's WL in that most fundamenetal of all r=alacions, Maﬂ,
to Woman? Then, whether or not vou knew the beok, you. met'Pnilosoohg and

“Revplution, which was published in l973, the eve of such a structural crisis o
of - capitalism as to sound its doon. no’ more *boems. " : :

The very fact thac your task at chis Confcance ib Lo disseminate'
S ?.Eé_.lﬁtemhurg. Women 's  Libopatian and Marx's.Phiiosophy of Revalurion’ tells
you the answer to the relationship af philosophy to Trevolutien 'in so pcvsonal
a ferm that’ you sce it pliysically as well as philosophically in thar grest .
persconality, Hosa Luxemburg. Rosa. Luxchburg and teoday's unique’ Women's Libera-_-
. tion Movewent "is one way to concretize Marx's philosophy of revulution and
“its actual realization -- i.e. to have it be."  Whether you.gre:inm the’ ‘anti-
draft or anti-nuke movement, or ar the"paint of p*oduction in the factory,:
or on the eampug, or fighting Reegan's retrogressionism with women and the
Black dimension, you no doubt feecl the. compulsion not to-lcave {t just at your
projecrion, but to hove othere wanting to read M&F, P&R snd the new book for '
rhémseives, as theoretica] pveparation for the American revolution.

How about it’ Whnt is tt in your agenda .hnt will not r= ﬂl‘ from
the word , "sele," bur will sec it as the way to create new friendships, and
evén new memberships? How wiil you show the world that "Have Thumb, Will
Travel”, fer from remaining only in its hobo-ist crigins, is the actual roadway
loenlly, natlonglly and jnternationally, to get to ‘thé future? A future that

will be non-exploitative, non- sewist, non-racist, with truly and totally now
human ralations.

Tukc such a siople date as the cnrly 1950s about which we speak so
‘often s the most crucial manifostation of the now ape, bzcause -it was then that
the very Eirst vevolution from under Communist totalitarianism was born. It
new turns out that thoge carly 1950s saw . also the wery first revolutlon in
Latin &merica, Bolivia®s, this tim2 from Western imperlalism, How do you '
propese to project that into the strupgles axeinst Reaganism in El Salvador
< inthe U,8.7 "Far that wntk with che Spaniah-speaking dimenslon, wa-have. both
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Farxismo " u!nerLad;LnanPilnsofia !zﬁcvolucion ‘a5 weli ns-cur blndngual
pamphler on the "quinlshed Latin American Re\oluLLons" &nd wuch moTe,

In. Africn. tco and 1n'4- of "a11’ placesi- 20
'that“they had ochanded 'inscheir: first pEtitiDﬂ against Soutn AErica tD*thﬁ
UN 3n 1951, -That is the'very place thatihas:pecome: 80, aljve: and'close;to us -2
by virtue. of Luxemburg 5 sfﬂrp astacks. not only against the German’ imperialists'
:-msavageuGenerni'Vbn ‘Trothe. iwho had driven: the.Heroroes info’fhe Kalﬂhari

Deésdrtivhere: théy.were: mnssacred ;butialsolagainat: the opportunism o
German ocial -Demcctacy'aimain: tbectetician,.xnrl ‘Kaucskys TItwas thig which
“sighialled! he"revolutionary‘anti-war movement of thaawday ==rwhichi T emeiqﬁ

rélevent” far- roday £7anft{swar  movémentiv- | You CHR See’ oW verny teday:sh is
'Rosa Lﬁxamburg.'Wcmen s UlbﬂrntiOnaaﬂd Maysds’ ?hiloscphv of Rsvoiutlon.

Litg

R

I shall Iook £ozwnrd
cided on September 3. )




