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lm"lODUCT !ON 

rts we ce.lebr.o.tc, in 1981, the tenth·anniversary of our formation as au::­
_onomou_s-\..Jomen•_s Liberation-News and t.etters Committees,· we are proud. to pub,lish 
this selection of .writlngs_-b}r_Raya DunsyeVskaya, the founder of the· Philosophy 

·of_ M8n:ist-Hurrianism ·in Ame:dCa • 

.r\t our_ he8tnn!.ngs as a ""'o~;,:~:::_·i l.be;dti·O~-···Comnlttee, we cOnsidered that 
nur spCcia·l contribtit!on to ·the Women's Liberation l·iove:r.enc- coul.d be._sUrtmed up 
in thrE:e .'fc;n;~~; -~• -~l, phHosoohy~ .. ~ln.i~, ~e _l.t~Vf!: e~ob~~;~~~-~;~.-~;.;t;:cning 
to.the ideas. o_f B\llck and workin:; class;_ ~orren, not as any "narrowing" .of the 
l-loveme~t·,.-. bUt as .the only way_ to bi-_Oud_en _1ts._pcrsnectlve.;. In--oi.t_r ten-_ycai:-_s of 

_ ·exist¢l\ce.~, w~ l:anY~< part; ~C!J><?t~~, lJ:l.-~cti~~tie~ :~r:~,.b~_ttl~B;;,o~ '.~C?tr~n · !:~-t:~~rS _ 
_ against low pay. unsafe- working condit~_ons, and_._sex~al haraaRment. to welfare_ 
rights _protests, to mc:lrcheS-. to· W£ake- Bac_k-,the Night-~ 1'. Because we have ·alw~_Jys 
felt that _takJng -back- conu.-ot of 'our:-o~n::·bodieS . has:,me.Ont.,-es __ well .. _ takipg-;-· back 
our: ·~wn mindS, ~Je. he.:.re~ ne.;.,er sep8rai:Cd o~t: 8ct.t_Viey_.· in the. mtWement .. tr_~-·work~ 
'tng out a theory of \iberstion~ a· theory rooted in the.st~uggles. of B\ack 8nd 
proletarian·! womE"·n, .. am:!_;wlthi n·. :-.ar:t~B.:: philosC?phy .. of revo\ut.lon•:- :· .;3, .---

.-. ' . '- . . '- - - -~- . . - - " . . . . . . . . . ' . . . - . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - •_: :. , ': _-;-~. 
In 1.970, b""fore_wc \.1Cre even organizerl as an·tndeocndent co:nm~ttee, _we 

pubt1shed Notes on IV'om£ri's ',iberation: We Spank in Many Voices, where we re­
corded~ the. ~ho'-'!4~ts.' of:· Black .. woffi!?n fst;:t~r_y :and ho~p_ltol ... ~~rkcors~- al ~:mgs,id~ 
those of wo~cn _clericals and_ young activists in the Women•s Liberation Move~ 
ment. We -contl nuPd the unity of reliolut1onary action ~nrl thought ~Yith our--':. 
publ ications .. Workt.ng · Wo::~en. For F:t"eedom .. ( 1~76~. _<!~fl:d~ ~evoluti ona-r.y_ FP.minlsm, ( l <};'~? • 

The' 'na-ed ·for' 'fU\ t'y' wOi-k'ing· Out" a ph"ft()SOpliy' Of' rev·olui:io!\ that- wiTt ;·give' 
our. ac._tion a c:'lrection to-W"Drd!:' creating a new _society has never been more im-. 
mediate tlnd urgent than now. He r.ave" witnessed a dccatte of tremendous activity 
in every-"=-orr.e_r of. the globe, yet tvomen today face a reacc!Onary Tollback of 
those gains we did manage to ·wlri •. Even the unhe:w_als of reVolutions in. t.he 
past decade h&s - noi:.· yet ·otou&llt forth th;<!_:_-full Hb:::rS;t.!cn of ~c\r.en end men. 

Ind(!ed, !t l¥88 e young rr·.imtan-wOinlln rcvoluttoMry, Neclo,-who was th'e 
first to c,:,.llcct ai.-.i publish, in F~rsi. thls selection of_.'-T_l•:ings by Raya Dun­
ayevskay8. She felt the ne:cd, ttespite the greot activity of the Iranian warren 
not· only in gettiRg rid. of the Shah but in being the firSt to march·a~~inst 
Khometril's new repression~ for a full expression of a philosophy of rcvoll.:tion 
to halp move the Irant8n Revolution beyond the crossroads. It is wlthln the 
fullnoss of revolution that s philosophv of liberation becomes most concrete. 

-: · We ·"reprOduce as· AppC'niH~: Ncda • & Introdl.\~t ion to tht: Far;; 1 camph\ct, publ !shed 
for International Women's Day, 1980, as we publish this pamphlet for Interna­
tional Women's Day. !?St. 

Raya Dunayevskaya, durin~ a lifetime or activity in the revolutionarY. 
movement, ha!" developed tha phi tosophy of Narxist-Humantsm a~ rooted in /,merica 
in la_bor, the Bhck dlnJenRlon, women's Uberatlon tmrl youth, ·and the global 
~emcept of_ the lnscp/'rabUlty of philosophy and revolution as the dialectics 
of .ltberntlon. 1'he outhoT of t>larxis!'l'l and Freec:lonl And Phtlnsophv and !1cvo1.ution, 
::~he ls now corr:f)~ctlAA ~ new _rn.a.to:- work on Rosa Luxeonburg. Women's Libt:rnt:lon 
and :~;nr.lli 1 S 'Phllo!llophy of Revo1utton. 

The tasks fot' the 19801'1 rr.rr.ntrt ours to tNOTk out. We nRk you to .loin us in 
hc\olng to create the nc:c~eO path-..:oy to a ~orJd of ft"cc«'om 1\t'id sc1f ... dcv.alop­
:M>nt for oll, 

2812 E. CronJ Blvd. 
Ogtrolt, Mt 48~11 
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·~ l-lcMzN·--AS·THI'NY£RS""AND- AS' REVOLUTLONARIES* -.- .· 
.· •" . 

: ': ,.;• _; . 
'~. 

··('l'he·--a-~tlCle belOW ls-·exeerptcd--fiom two lectureS::-•'Today's Women .Theorists," _ 
_ glvc_ri_.i_n.Detroit,. at e.he WSU .. U .. of_._M CultuTol Center·t•.:Sept:ember,._l975;f·n:t.d . 

~~_Rosa ,LUx~mburg~" given -_Dt i::.hf: ·untVerStty. Of Wisco-nsin at Madison, May, 1976.) 
-:~---,-;<: __ ·:-::· -':··-·-,·~,/··:·_:;·:·,·._ ... -.-:•!_::""':::>'····.- ·:-. __ ::·: .. ---:·.;-.'' .-:.-:'--~0 --.c·'t-.<':-·,. .. -:· _ · 

.__ GOOO. eyeritrig:~_:t_e't~_s·:go·· advenbirlngt. first· ·tn wOmen~·s _actlvft.ies that, 
·-haVe·. ~Ot·-_:beiiri.-_re_c_og~li.ed-:as-_·ravofutfons, such ·as 'thC.,-·flrst- Women's -Rights 
COnVe·ntiCiii.-__ St:·Sene_c·a· Fallris"'~N. Y .. ; ~ tn 1848,_ ·and -_the ·--Aba· "riots"· ·t·n' Nigeria, 
1929~: 'ar.<J·,'the_ri 'tOke --the:·flh.inge·-.fnto three· .:r.eVOlut tons: _Rus·sta;·· February -1917; 
(!ernia·nY'/-·'J'a-n\iBty- __ 1919; _;and· the ~Origotng _'reVnlutid~- In-- Portugal-·_ now. In -e8ch 
C·a~.e ·~_C, ,Y!1H~·be'co~· -~,_;-ifttles'S 'to Woman:•s 'cre~t.lvtt.y ss. a..:J_.~ber8t:lng force. 

",A •' >• ; 

r,· Hoss.C%-eat~.,.ri_ty .and--the B18ck Dlm~nslon 

· ·cr~ati~ity_·i:s sO :very- characteristic of -m.'lsses ln:mot:io_n,. tlrat you. 
t_ell a'.'S_tOry-Of :_the'-past' and have it so~nd like something jU'st happenitig 

-be'£ Ore· ·yeU-r ·eyes;· 'Oi 'yoU c.Sn dcsci"iOe ,a happeiting·~(lf: tojjay,. and have' tt·.­
soUnd':aS:~·Snniethlni_-that:_.wllLfi'rs::-~happen· tomoiroW. ·The· temptation :ts ·also· 
g~e~_t tO ~tBi_t.the~~tory--0£ womcn~~"s·cre·aetvity'nelthcr .Bt lts'-beginntrig, 
no_:r at· the end, -thS_t· in·~ 't·Oday,: b-.Jt'·somewherC J_n the middle.- This-_ is nat 
dUe ·eo· any:sOrt--of EXtst2ntia11St ·obseSSi-on·. with "extr-eme·. sltua:tionS.o". 

- R~the:r- _:_1.-t:-ts·:·roOie'd :in·.th~--tr'uth· that women•s~ st'riJggleG .h:ave created tot..; 
alfy n~W·:Bl_tuatiOfiS, ·htdd"en 'from histOry arid· stili unr£_COB"-h::ed.·as'.phll~ . 
osoPhic' grGolni.ili.What' tod8y we ~cAll Womeil~s Llhernt!en"as· an· tdea ~zhose· ' 
ttme .has_ eo~,-:~re oovet"oents from practice., from klow, that have been 
sccu.~lBt'tr\g·ttiroUgh~t:he ·ages_. - -· : · _ ·.-<"~- ·. · ~-. · ---:.:_~ ---~- :,. · __ . 

. ~:~~·a-~~·~;~~~ ~-~;~8-~ lf:d-~~~- "~iots 11 -~~,Eastern Niger\ a· in -~~;9-: .:·~ome~·30 .;· r 

y:e·nrs_. before. altyOne tho_usht ceriously _·of- Afr'ica, ·much ·tess African- women, 
as· a rieW de";elop~nt__:of 'world ·fre'Cdom• ;It was ~n that ·lnsuspl.ct.ous~·-y~ar ... 
~hat the ttllll'kei: _women 1n Eastern NigeTla were suddenly taxed by the occupy­
l.ng Briilsh'Empii-e.· This wa:a: done with 'the conSent of the African ·chiefs. 
The --aitge_r_ Of,· the women, hoWe;rer," was Unbounded ·and therefoi-e•· though the 

-men, the edat:at·c'd ones~ WoUld ·not t1etp· the llltterate women· resist the 
~mposlt_1ori._of the tax~ the··.women-,"d~·ctded, thS:m9elves, to ·::-evolt. 

--. :-·-:-. •.: .. •. ·- ,, 
'the eelf-organtzatloit of the- wOmen estaltltshed a tptally_ new form of· 

st'i·uggle' whtch-'transc:erided all tribal d1v1sl,ns· .... Ibo;·Yorubo, Hausai as 
well as--the smaller tribeS~ So ·un!.ted, powerfUl, ··and violent was the· oppo .. 
sltion ;::f~:he women to the edicts, to thell" Owa chiefs, as well as t;,_the 
Br!tlsh tinperi'at rule, .. that \t became lmposstbh~ tn contain the revolt. 
Shots were· 'fired'-lntO thP. e:i"owd 1 and ouly when,-40 women lay dead and._many 
more· injUred; WaS SO .. calle.J "order"· restored. Even then, however, lt was 
achieved onlY after the tax was revoked, with Brtttsh·rulers clalmtng -that 
tt;cy hcd bi:an Ufu~t:arc ot African "t?.'ld1t!ions 1~ 't:hnt the wOmen not- be- taxed·. 

'The attl~ude towardR ·women1 5 st:rugzles see'ms-'alwnys t:e pl.oy down ~omen's 
•, ' .. · .. '~ 

•.' ·'"". 
* From '"'WM=kS ng Wome;l fni' Freer:!i'\in, J-lrJ:ncn 1 s Lt ~ern:: 1qn ... _ .. N4:!~s ::nd Lett: era 

Committees. 197& 

7418 



-4-

actions as not cerit.ing .. tbe-:desc:ri.:ptlon nrev•lutionsr.y.'.' For that rriatter, 
even up~ to oUl-·-dalr;~Ka""s:-·allY' hiS_to-rt.in;··or e·vett_revOt\ittenary, seen that 
hiStoric act as ground fro'm -ti'hich a &rest leap 'intn freedom as or,.:ell a~_;_ 
leadership was ·achieved ln the 1960s_'!' ~!¢r. can the-neglect be explatne~i: only 
by. th.i:~fact·:that"the, event:·occurred-;in',far-off. Af~-ica,.. •eck St. the outbieak 
Of~:tiie· Gr~a_t- DepresSion.-- . . . 

,"1. !• 

~Bke ··the-_ \Jotrieri.-'9 R!g~t·S Con~e-ntion in this c_ountry in··1S.48, _at se~eca 
F~lls,_N.Y.-,· a. fact· often -en.oughr_ecorded,.- _by _WotT~en h:ist~:r'-a_n~ of t,o,day. All 
u·ndereS"tl;nate 'the·,Black. dimens_lon _which-inspired the· whtt_ef middl~-class, 

- .educa~e·d- wo~r.-en.- to ·_str.tke-~oUt-.-On their, own. Sojnurner Trllth S~d_ Sometimes 
;_ also Jlaritet_-TUbman :.are ;du_tifully __ mentioned, condescendingly _admitt_l_n8: 
'-t~e-~l:-.:~raverT.--::"- ·s_nd_ ?f course th~ix· _ _.suffe_rlng a~_--.s;li'!C:9- .... __ ._but,neve~ .. -~;;. 
Reason·"whlch ~druve the:-·educated ._to ·face-: reali_ty:_<t;hat th~. Bl{l_Ck wo~n were 
the orators, gener3ls~ end, yes, thinkers, whereas·-they, the middle-claSs 
lntelle~~ua19, were- but ::;ubord!nnte~. 

' ,. - -'' ' . - ', . s ~ :· :- - ' .__ _.. ' 
For thnt matter., have we asketrOi.ii'siilV.eS;·~a!tWe'·prtnJdly repeat 'Wom'e'ri's 

Lib.a~at;:lon is."·an .. idea Whose_:tlme has :come, such. ~imple questlo~, as: 
.(l)_.:Hot.:.·:<k~es _it: hBpren~-r.het .our-very T..Sriles,-. -'-'freec;f-frnm_ patriarchy:,'' d(? 
not ·measure up.t_o- Sojourner _Truth's, .whose--wh.,le. phU-.sophy-of liberation 
·ia:·it\cluded in hcr,.name'l-(2)--U.av-e.wa_~ve_n:tedayt_ as 'w~ lnveigh,.-against, 
"male·domtnntion," compared. it to.Sojourner .. ~ruth!s sep3rat~t?n _from-ETed­
erlek Douglc.sS after the C1~U \J~r. for _-being '-'51-!-o~t-mit:'ded":because ~e :c11.~ 
not. w!s!~ to ,bUrden the stTuggle for __ pa:\sage,of the-.14th Amendment_.by demand­
ing-also the rJght-of,women to,·:vote'l And-(3),;hav~ today•s .. wo~n-tbcor~sts 
butlt--_on-.that movement from below, ~not only _as f.,rce, .t.ut, as Reaso11'l ~r. 
have ·any analyzed .it wit:h1n ·t:.he_ cpi'lte.xt ·of that setf!r_ ef.reYnlu_~_i_-?·ns,' ~~_48. 

Let•-~ t~ke ~ seco~d look ~t-·that year~:u34S: ~as·,t~e-_fir~t_Wome.n•·s~_ 
Rights Co~ventl'On_reotly tr\tally unrelated to the _rev•lutiOns that covere"d 
_the:-:langth-~-end .'breOdth--of. Euro'pe'l Isl\•t tt ·a 'fact:, ·.though.he:rdly- re_corded .. 
that the. women of-_ the -F-t-ench .Revolution o( that .ye_~r -_Publi~he·d a .d~(ly ~Per, 
!.a VollC. des· Femmes (which.--ls sorr.ething the· worn&~. of ,.t~day,.l_1;ave yet. to create)? 

. Qth;r;th~n Marx's ge~ius, wh~t_ -~in-the_ air th~~---_lecL-!=o _M~rx·~ dts­
covery·of··a whole new.contlnent,_of 'thought? Can we -~o~ay afford tc_let .. t~e 
rul',;ng ideology keep us .hemmed· into ~mer lean :pragmfttlsm?·: ~houldn't.--~et as 
~omen; -c.:t .lcu::t_':be at.,:oer~ :Of .. the fact~ that_.the-_year ·Marx; -first_ broke., wi_th 
bourgeois 3t'Ci~ty and worked _out. a- philosophy of libcratio't\ whiCh he cOl fed 
"a new Human!sm" ..... 1843 -.... was al!lo the" r-ar. when-.u ~e:~n_;:_Flora Tristan, 
proclaimed the-need-for.an lnternaeional-of~ men and wcmen that would ·puC 
an- end.-to the dbrlslon- of rr.entol-and mat;'ual -lnbor'l· . --

-_Young Fiora T~istan died- tha:_ yc:~r ln the LoO.clon plagueo: ,In Germ11:~y, 
the young Marx continued to develop £\-:whole. ~ody of wo~ks, o theory of ., 
prcietnr\on revolutlor.~·- a.uhole- philosophy _of ~\'l:·_llberatlon.~ deeply 
rooted both ln, the· class st:ruggles.' ..i!ru!, in that ; fundamental. relat!.on:ship, 
Mnn/Woman.·--Marx helped or~anh:.e -women! s· tt'~vemen'ts, not •nly for.- better wages, 
but totally different condltlons of labor; not only foL the right: to vote, 
but for:·f'ull-_freedom. ·Eighty-.ful_L.pngcs on women_and child lGbor went lnto 
Capital, Vol. t, not only os description and 'L'esistance, but, .e.s Marx ex­
pressed it when he drew the whoic \!'ork to a conclus1ont 11 the new pa~slons 
and new ferces" thc.t would produce the "ne.l!ation ~~tf the negation," th.at !s 
tu· &ily, !i-a:;:):r:::- the11g!'e.v-e -rligge'rs"of capl ta i 1 sm; _ C'i'c'at t_i\g ·_a ·wh01C.f· :·icw ,:-

7419 
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society where "the development of human power is its own end.". 

~orrie. 100 ·years~ after·'Flora Tri~tcm's ·deCtnrStion for an international 
DT8,arli%8i::io'n."_of- worldng· men. t"rid t.:'omen; ~ ·-after_:_Marx··s~ c1isC:Ove'ry of ·a- Whole' 
new-- conitrieri.t-· ot<tnoi.:ght..;"- 8£ter ·the-· firSt-: Women's Ri~hts:Convention·,;-·, in 

_ · New_-YoJ:kf:·nno._~-a~t-c.rj~_the· greatest';_re\rol~t fon "in· Ha;:x•s- ~ ifetime: -~ the _ 
- , ·Par-is ··Comrnunec -;.. tn which·· The Wo:nen:-'Incendiaries,: sur:e ty >scted:·as both -

fo!ce ~aruL Reaa·on; iSn'_t, it _time. ·to .. work out' a --philosophy· so urgeritly- needed 
by:~the_--wOIOO:n•S I~iberati-ott .i'io\l'ement ___ whiCh does .not-, does not, limit the 
'qu'e.S't._ion-·of~ women's ;tib·e-rtrtfon' e·o·- an· expose of_:~uthe Man"· ·and thPTeby. 
bec-OtiKfs_. praCt-lcally·_ no-'inore· than a· bYstander·· to !-lar~'_s .. phl \osoJ)hy of: ·: ·:· 
liberation--: on the excuse· that'.it; is- "male defined,." BSi Sheila Rowbotham-.-. 
pUts·:-lt. -

. Ha.rx_· pr'~~t:iced .. ;whci_t he· .prea'ched-_.·, agnln_ bGth __ in the class~ stiugg_l~-,- ·:· 
end on_ the question of women as Reason- as \1ell as force. Thus, lit the 
Workingmen's'·Internatlonal-Assoclation, Mada[i.e -Law '-'BS __ ·a· member· of ·it:s . 
l.eadershl p~- -the General': Council. -Thus·, -tie encouraged -Dmltrleva ·to go to 
Parts~ and·- there establish the women's ·-section of::the First ·Internatlon.::~l. 
Along· with the Fiench -women iike' the great_, T..ouise._Nichel,. Dmitrieva be_­
C:ame":Centrat. tO the whole Committee for· the Defen.qe_ of· Paris, and Care of 
the Wounded in the Paris· ColmlUne. There·was.·no-break··in Harx's philosophy 
of_·liberation from'- the time the young M3rx callcd·his-:philosoohy a "n':w. · 
Humanisrri~n ·and: decla~ed_ Nan/Womsn to ·be-- the· mOst· fundamental·- human _re~a--­
cioriShip,; to. the: t·jar'lot -·o£ tl\e P'on·is· COrrrnune.- ~hen· he _dec1ared:-the greatest 
achieven~nt to be 11 lts· own working existence." .Of course_, Narx answered­
the _questi'ons of his ·day, riOt·· ours·,. but can we afford, _as._women's· .U.bera-

- tioniats of'-t:odey;· to be without a··t:otal· philoso_olly,:·-becausc ·the·greatest 
·philosoPhy for_'uprooting the -=xPloitative old and c:reatin~ ground for the 

new- was fOrmulated ;by 1!a. ffiann"L· - -

- ·:; ·~ 

-r'r.·. Rusilla·o. FebrUary 1917; ce-rman'y.~ Jaii.uAr};-:.1g19; ·and Pc3a Lu,.;entbuT"g :.· 

Now let-'s turn t·~ the 20th century and see, firstly, what:we can ·team 
f-i-_om·_wornen· as !Manes: .in mOtion, -initiating: nothing short ·of ·the overthrow 
o£-the reac:ic-~nary ~uss\an colossus·,·.Tsarism·--. the clramatic, creattve, 
emplre.;:sh8king ·ftve --d~ys· in February1 ·t917; ·and,· sc·condly, let •s: tuin to 
the 19_19 German !?evolution, and its greatest t:1eoretictan~ Rosa '..ux~mburg. 

That. first day, FCb. 2'3, -hl Russia, appeared simple eno~h as a cet­
ebrat_!on·- o£;-International' Women'R- Day by the-textile wOrke'rs" ti-t -Pett'ograd • 

.'But: Was it that:s!mple,-'when·the;i insisted· !.t becOme_· a· stt•ik-e, despite: a 
raging. world ,._,nr. in· which ·their- eountrY "'as do in~ very·badly'l· Was-:tt that­
simple_- \<:',h?n:_a.ll;·-.revolutiontl:ry. parties·-·-· Bolsheviks, -Left- Mensheviks·,­
Social Revolut\onories, 1\narchlsti:· .--- were tel tins.~ them thatoc~hey _,.,ere 
co1Jrting a massacre, and they sheulc:hl't go _out on strike? Wa~ that: first 
day· of the revolution;·-_ when- 50,000 women· marched desr>lte 8\1 advice- ogatn~t 
lt, 4: 11male.:.defined"-"rcvolution?, Has the letter they· ·addressed to tbe·- metal 
wvLkc.r~ ,--. .'\:'h!ch- the:--metal: workers honored by .1olning the strike ..: .. and 
50,000 grew· to .9o,oco: meri and women, housewiveS as w"et t ·as factOrY workei-s -· 
a proof--of.-thc fnct·,thut. they didn't raaHy·"know":.whAt they wer~·.dolng'l 
When_.the.5olsheviks-did join the women texttte workers and the :;;;crlke· turned 

_ 1n.to political opposition to the tmpn·tallst war·l!lnd the Cosseks- dld open 
fi-re, _it. wn_s r.oo. lnto to seve the Russlen empir_e. Cy then the :soldiers 
alsO· jOlt\sd th·e--massee: ·:.~a· revolt,,,- arur.--' uapvntancou:~ ¥"··the- ~hete 

\. 5ei! The WotT'C:'I. tncendtcl"lt!~ by Edith thomaa. This work Oh ·worr-cen tn 
the Paris Commune is G must for all Yemen's ltberattonlat~. Tt t& the 
most detailed al\d creative Snolysls of the rovotutton of 11H1. 
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rotten C:n?ire toppled. 

~-~ ·. ~~-:,~~-IJ~;,t~~~- thOse f iy_e- ~iStoi,iC .;-days·,_ that -Cruffibl~~~ t~~; .mig Pt .. o_f 
Tsarism -lE:G.;·.--.-1n·:tUrn.,-_._to the -:Revolution:_nf Oct·. :2~i-,:_· and that Certltiti.ly '·:'-'': 
was led·. by. the· Bcilshevik··-Part:y, : ThDt ;·:however, can no_·t'lore:-detract:-'-from ._o;· · 

_ what.~ the- ,wpmer.---wOr_kers·_ inft._iated; on- .Feb~ :·'23_. than the. Octoberr.cine· c·an .. _ be.' 
blamed for- its· tranSfonna·t-iOn·._irlt.O--CtPPosti::e :u·nder' SteUri a ·decade--later.:·'.: 

whflt'_liad ,.~-~:~r\~d ~ ~~l-·acti~n, ;:1~h~-t h~d~- h~·~Pen~d: ;·n ~-hou~h~'::; what-:-~~d~-~~ 
haPperled :-.~ ri ·::CO_nsc iousnc.!is. Qf ti..e_- ~.as_S participants. --: a 11· this~ is. ground .:c.: 

. on ·which~-wc. ·blli'ld.-· today~ Or' shoul.d"- be. ·But".' ev·en if·. some·. Stl:ll.·~·insist ·, on•. 
--p~aying down women~ as masses -in motion and as leadership, let them 
. _C'ons:~der the-'Ger_man Revplutlon, _January,_ 1919, ted by Rosa Luxemburg •. _. 

Nonri-'.qUestioited.· thet:.she- ·,.,a"s .the -leade-r·.:. ···. ;'. "' ~' -, 
. • .~: :· .:. '· ·.·.~~;-' :' ; -, • . c ' .•• ' • "-··· .. '- • - • • •• ,_ ' 

.. ··Fr-om 1899:-when~ she,,fought ;, the. first :tppearance of- .. reformism· in ·the.-·. 
·i·J.arxist rr.oV_oeme-nt,>through the::·l905 Revolution in. which-·she .. was both a•.;-~-.~r 
Partie: lpant· and ·ou-t of.:'which· she-. drew her, famotJs ;the dry of :the ··Nass .Strike; 

- f-r00:-·1910.; 13 when:_she .. brdke . .Yith~ Karl Kaut·sky .-- foui.',:year's fn. adVsnc.vof, 
Le~in's- designat.~On of --Kttiltskjt· as- not onlY.' ooportunlst batr:betrayer_ of··-, 
the ·proletariat~-~- ·and whcn·nhe--flrst de~Jeloped heY··anti .. i!nperialist· .,._­
strus&les·.and-,wr.lt'ings,-- not only'as political militarici bur.. carovi"ng ·out' 
he'r. greatest-_ and '·most'_'origin'al.thcoretical -w.rk~·· Accumutntion· of· CaPital-; 
t::i?·- the 1CJ19 ReVolution, =she.··.made no dlviSion between. her theory _and_her practice • 

. ·.~.,- ~ "-.·: ::.i.~·- ·-~ "•' 
Take her -Reform ·ar":Bevolution? aga_ir!st, Bernstein,, who.:dem.onded that 

:'tlie dhiledtical ·scBff01:ding 11 ·be re~oved from Marx-'s -"tmatetiatism.-1 ~- L •. 

. ' . ',-:. . ·.· .. '"· .. - .;• ::· 
"~.;hen he," nhe _is __ talking of Bernstein~. '~directs_ his"' keeneSt Srr~s.-1 : 

against ou·r diillF:ctical syStem, he is really- attack"ing the specific mode 
of thought e::nployed by the conscious proletariat in its struggle for .lib-. 
erac iort: ~ . ::-.. ~_·_-·" _I_t _:.-~~_. __ a,!\_-, ,a~ ~~.lr!~t;::, C:._o,_,sh~~-t-~~:. t!!~:.J ~~.'r-~).e_c;_t;~!l} ... ~~-~- .~t~~-·-t .. l!~---

.---aid'of---which the proletariat, white materially under_ the yoke' of the ' 
bourgeoisie,-. is- yet enSbled:~to_- triurn.ph -over. the bo.urgeo1sie<·Fcr ·it is · _ 
our-'.dialecticat.- syscem that:-showS: ~he ·working class,· _tb;e ._tranS\~ory· char-•._:._ 
acte·r: of~ its .yoke,- proving to· the- ·workerS -the lOevitDbi -li ty ·Of· their -vic;. ·,­
tbty·,- and has··nlre"ady-resllzed th~'revOiution in the domain of thOught."~ 

,. 
The next great historic event -- the RusSian Revolution of_ 1905 -­

again· reveals· .her as. theorist lind act:;lvist· PE~rtici ront who did- not--stop 
at: oratory b~1t, -~With- gun·,ln hand,:· mat.le the· proprietor-printer pt"int·a -. .;· 
workers'- leaflet,, What sb£.;.s!ngl.ad -o~C,- however,- frnm the· great experie'rice; 
t.:hat sh.e made ground .for :other revolutions; what she created as· a theory.· 
also for the rel8tionsh1P' of .spontaneity ·to party, ~·as· The t-Jass ·Strike,.-. 
the Po1Hicdl Party .srtd the TrAde-Union: .,. 

"The revolution is not .on open-·f~e·l~·::maneuvcr of. the proletariDtt 
:even. i('the .p,·o.tctariat with social: democracy_ nt-"its head-pbys the leading 
rolii!, .but. it. ·is a strusgle- in the _middle. of, incessant movement; the·creak­
!ng1·l:runlbl1r.g::md dh;placem~nt-o£ &ll- soci.al-foundf!tions •. In: short; 'the­
clement Of spontaneity plays'such a nuprcmc role Jti. the :r.ass strikes·-tn 
~Rus'Bta.- not . becausu the Russ ian proletariat i~ · 'unschooled, f- but -becsuae · 
revolutions. i\Te not subject to·scho~lmastcrt"'S•" t- >.· 

H is _thie .. coneevt,,end t:hi:;_act:1v!ty, :me!. thtn PEi'aocctivc that -led;·n 
in 1907, to Luxemburg's joining_ with Lenin nnci Trotsky to .omend the . 

.. - .. · 
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resolution e_t the Stuttgart tf'!Ceting of th·e ·International. that _declared 
Soc'i_S,_~rse· _Oj:,.poSl ti __ Ori -to-~_war find· ~.l!-e· ~-~--u:~r.:it_iV~.-~eed :to tr3nsfoi-.~~--.~i. ~- _ ;>- • 

. 
}.nt0"rf!vo1Utiori~·-: · -' .~ ; .. , ,;-

':! :.· .. ·-, 

. ·--A_~- "th~ ti~ 1 ~hei. LuXem_bU.rg reco&nized --the non-revolutionary cht~r-·' 
- -- ~Ctei::~6(:KSft K~utsky;.;when_ au:_· other' Marxist_s; Lenin included, ~~re ~ st'_i 11 

- <i~kltOWj.'egt_riS~-hinl ·as.:d\e·_;gr.!B._t~st theoriti·Ct an· of ··the -_-seCOnd· ~nt-erTta_ti~nat, 
. sna-·embarlu!d'-cm···tbe~-'moSt· hi!"cttC·"Point or~ aCe iVltf o\:s'tStdEi ·of· a TeVOtuti'on 

-;_it_self~- "- - 1
' ,..- ·,:·. 

:·;.· ".,.·;,.- '·•.;J::·.-·Y; ~_., .·,· .-;;:. 

_ · shC·:·feif \.:rirY-~stror.gty_ th8t:._the Germe.~ soc:'ial· oemcX:irScY ~ha~ b'een ; __ : 
·har~ly'tnOTi!_thBti a'_by_st3ndei_.:in5tecid of militant fighter against Germany's 
lmperf8l is_t- 'adventures. It was::.'thiS'i': and not rnere ••org.Sntzatioiuil" -,,,;,-­
ques~iorl_s,.·wh\ch. made:.her- ret.IJrti. to h~r __ origi_nal analysis of mass strike 
\.?h.lch '\V3d ·.~twaY~ ·meant· tO her_ that•'"the mssses ·:will be:_.·the- a_c_t~Ve 
chorus-, and the ··iliaders~ onl;i ~SpeO:ktnS- pSl-ts; ,.·the ··tnte:n,i-eters--of,.ithii' 
W!-11-_:·_of the-·rr.a~-.~~s.- 11 · · • • - ·-- • --.··: • · ·- -·., .-;,·---._ ·-:_···: ''!': 

·:· '_, ' , . 
. . _ ·Lux:einbu~g_:\.ia:S.'nOt _only 1iwo1Ved :in~~teCt:U~irl.g.and de~eroP,tn& an anti·· 
ir.l~rialifit _strcggle"·OV_er .ttie•l;10i'oCCO:,.ci"isiS"_\>rhi_ch' wOuld;· in :_tUl-n, 
lead her to her greatest thecirE:.tica'l~:wark·~- Ac:cUriiutation of Cin?Iia1

3
;· 

.1?~~---~~e _a~s?,_tuTned- t_o ~or~ __ O!\,_t;:\le_,'!~man quest~ot:t•. ,. ~hie~ ll~re~~fore 
:she __ hn_? ·~ef!=- entl'rel:Y _·_to ·cta:-'a" zetk!r.t who' wa_s ed'iting the' greatest 
Ge_m.an ·.wpmen•s- mn:gaz.ine, ·ote ·Gtetcheit, ·_from,; 1991 -t~~ t917. -

Th~- ~agazi~e's circulation rose from-?,500 in 1~03 to 112,000 
in 191~." ltlde~d,,"by -tli.e."OUtbreak-'0~' the W~r,--t:he fetnale membei:-ship • 
1n'.tt:le~-Ge-f-inSn-'.Socinl ·DcinOc~~cy: W~S n·o l~Ss._'tha·r\-.. 17o·;o~o~. -~It· is clear. 
that.-·-- aS:great' 8'·_ theO_rCttCtatl~aS ·RoS_a· LUx_Ennburg, waS·, a~d :·~s,·. great_" ?n·;: 

··oxg~t;i~er- as·,_~tn~~: z~~-k~n .w,a~ •. · ~~t:t~Y;.~~r-:· n~~- e?Cc;ei?t~t?·n~· t" th_e~auegecr· 
·ap~~~'!l,_:~~. G~!IT':Bn _ w_cm~n-~ }?n. t,h~. _c_?.~tr~!'Y• ."1 t- .~o!71d ~e .. ~()~e_;corr~c;t: _t~· . · 
-sa:{ th::.t·'thQ't"~~wc-.:\dtt 1 t"hav-e .~eer. · e!l:m~ssive · fl"d -tmp_ortant a -revolution 

1 n· Germarly' ~i-e .there not·=-ttuit '~many'- wOtOC.n 't1wo 1 ved ·in. the•· rCVO tut fori~ 
Naturally _none. coulcf Compare \oJ\th Rcsa Luxemburg as theoretician. That 

·_is cel:tainlY true of .gel)iUs_ 1Jhethcx .. th?t be __ wC?man or man~ A~ ~ne of the 
very few 'PeT.sor\s Who·hS.d.:wr-itt.eri on' ihti: ··sub-1eCt: ttUt it", were it· not ~or 
pl'oletari.?:n h'Omen, ~'there :night· have been no revolution in Germany. u. 

·•. ' ' ;' .. - o-' . • • , "·; - -' 

'3~ I_--~app~n to+ disSS:te·e serioUs tY with'.-hCr ', theOi-y' tfi; ACcu:nul StiOn- Ot-·· 
capit81; "bec.aUS~·r consider.· i~- a--d~,:,l3ti00· frOm Mar_x. This cannot 
_howeyer .. detract- frO~. the i.mPo'rtflt\t 'Contribution· 1 t made·· 1n. tt\e Stl-uggle 
against lmpe~ial ism in her df!Y· see ~'Statc·<;apltallslt} and Nai'x's 
Humanism in Pht~osoph~··and ~evq.ll:J~_ion,"~-_(New~.~nd ~etters,, 19~7.), 

4. se:e Rosa' 'LuXerilb-.Jl"g 's SpeEch ori. ''iJomeri.•~ --S~ffrage. Dn'ri C'aSs ·:sti-~ggle'! 
st the st.Uti:::g.c:it" sec()nd. soC tal J?CmOcrEitic 'Worr.~an•s Rally, Hay'l2~ i9t2, 
included .Sri.Setected Poll icnl \o:r\tin s of Rosa tuxen1bur (~o~t~ly 
_Re~ie_W.- .N. __ Y •• 

_S.A geo_d be8,'inninS'_on thh subject has be·en. mD.de .. by Wi\U_am A~ PE!ltz. 
·in his unpubUShed -thesis,_. "The R_ole~-Of 'Prcitc!_tartan Women in thC· 
_ GCrm.nn ReVolutictl, 1918._19~" PreSented at the Confere'nce on the -

Hiiit.u-ry of-. Hcreen; C~H'!l~"!' of St •.. Catherlnc, St. Paul, Minn.. -· 
Oct. 24 .. 25, 1975. 
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-- ·oe·s_Pi t'e ,.all· i:h"e. ini_sre-pieSetltrit ion.· or~. t.ei .,D_o-~i-ttOn on, th~ RuSSian· 
Revo~'ut_i~n.'s.he hOd ha'i.'(ed_ it· as· the-·gieat'est nrol.etari~~-Teyol_ut1ot:~--;_- .' 
ever, ins_isting that the_ RussiEn Bolsheviks alone had dared and dared.again. 
It ~w~s ·e~~ctly._fC?~- _su-ch.: a, dar inS :~a_ct .that·_-:she ~as pe~par_i~g he~sc:tf· from 
;.l!~r·_~ja_H· cell, frccr~ ,~hich· s~e .. was riot: _,freed ··unt-il Nov. 9,- 1 ~iS, -.~hefi the_ 
G:erffian. ml'isSEs)ri~ reVOLt_. had d~iven._the. Kai_Se_~~~fiom:.the tllrori.e ~- _AnyO_ne _ 

_ :_whO·:ttl_ed·_-to.·.use·~ her:.crittcism Of the ··Russiarl.~RevOlut iotl .. Ss,_the. Ge.rffiari 
ReVc:>lutiort-unfolde_d .. got frOm .her· the· fot t"OWi·n·g: Where did 'yOU teSrn :; 
_the- ~BCs. •f Tevol.utl~f,.? Is--it not from the Rusdans? Who 'taught You the 
·s lt?ga_n, ___ "a 11 ,_ po~e~ ~.tO. the_~!>'_o~d~e~s, .. worker!:J, ,_art.d-- P.e~s~rits"? , ~s_n~ t -_it the 
Russians?· This !s:·:the dialect.ic_s·::of: r_evolution:that _is Wha; Spartakus 
Wa-nts·, :t~i~-;~s'~-~h~~~~Oaci ~e ·ar~. ~~kttli<~~; · ~~-:-··· '--. -_ ... · , -·_·: _' __ -· · ~-

<:·--·Ro:;S ,LUxemburg livedonly_·t~o -~md ___ ~ ,half rr:o~t~s:·_~fter_· beh~{{'i~t .. 
out.:of_._jail~_.T\olO.r_.an_d ~.hatf'niont~s- in. Which the~ uPSUrge of'Cl!e maSses 
1ed ·tO the est'abiishrr.ent_ f lr~t o(- the 'Spartakus League and then the. in­
dependent Con:tri'.mlst Party in:- Germany. Two and a:balf mOnths iO.'which· i:o 
call_for a_lt power-to the-Soldlers'.and .. workers' _councils. And.t.hen 
the c'ourlter~revciution..cu_USht up~~\th her, __ shot _.her~ bashed in her head, 
andth.Ce_w_ her body._ into .thC l.andWehr;c'anaL · · · 

~ t· • -' - "' - ' • - • . -

··noes __ the.,.bcihea'dtil&~:_of_ the Cerman-_R_evolutl~~ :; Liebknecht and JOgiches 
were "mUrdered 81on8 vith-Lu:Xemburs:·~::_ __ mean that. .-.::e'-I-e not tO learn_ fro:m 
a revolution because it was "unsucce~Sful"?·· ·, 

HSS:.the .. Homcn's Liberation l.ovement nocrytng to lca~rL from R~~a 
Luxemb"<JTg just because she hasn • t vr 1 t: ten"di rect l yn on_ the.'_ '':Wo~.an , :· ... 
Question"?"Outs_ide the;! _fa-ct __ that the iatter dOesn't hilppe_n,-to:.be tiul!•, 
sho.Ulil not:the COrpUs.of. her. wOric:s .become_.·the'recil..test ·of "'oman_· as~reV­
olutionBrY and._aS-_thin~~T- and as~SOmeone who luls a "gTeat:- deat'to.tell us 
·as wOrr.en:•S--liberB.t.lOniStS of-_tcday'?.Are.-we-_ to thr.ow:au that ·into __ the . 
d~~.t~itl 9£ .. h~ s~~;r~.:~ec~':l.s7 .~She_. had. ftot. wr(tcen .on the ·~onlil~· Questi_9n~·? 

The {>Lunge intO-re~olutio~S-is being undertSken bi!cause they not 
only arc exciting events of the early 20th-century, but will also 
i lluminate,the Pl'()blems _of our dav. We_ need to examine. if- _only _briefly. 

-tOday's. _ongciing'·Pot:tUguese RevOlut'iOii.'" to see,_ the. hi:oto~ic_, Cont inulty ~ 
,of .work_lng c}Bss_women.in:mot1o1)._ as· shapers:of .history. As _far :bac:;k __ ~s 
two· dec8desc egO',· when the _totally new movement _froin_ beloW began with' the 
outbreak of the _EaSt EUrope8ri. re\,!olt·: against .-RusS iOn totatlt~rlanism~ 
signaling a·new·world Stage of stTuggle for freednm from under totc:al· 
itarilmlsm, and no on~ \o>ll_S paying _attention to the fas_clst regime in 
Portug8l~··.there.~·Cre strUggles of. workers, of Wemen, of peasants •. . . - ··- ,. - -- - . 

nte· ~irSt. wOrilan to d1e -hi. -PortUSal,· ir\ the:mid·l950s, tn .the f!ght 
for the eight-hour dny 1t'as Caterina EufemlD. It is she who was to become 
the symbol for ,the.,women•s_ movew.ent .. --., NOM_-- ~hot _was _organi:!:ed i_n the 
underground., For'tha~ l'!a,ttcr, Sh~ be_came ols_o the symbQ.l fOr'tlie st_ruggle 
for. wo~~ 1 !l rights .,of __ the neH .. ML!:1.,'-:which w.ng ,nrgantze_d .by i n~e Uecturils and 
middle,;;class __ ~ooen, when ___ the _1:r_hrc.e Mrirlas" were fre~~ from jail. 

6.The origlnnl tltttr' of the woi-k for which t!srt:l; Iseb~l BR-rreno, Hnr1a 
Teresa Horta, tmd !'•aria· Vclho dn Cost-a were !mpriscned was New Port­
ugue~c Letters, published in 1972. 
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The un-lercurrents or ravo.1.t ~ ~~t.uaiiY ~~ gftlMting :((,ng . 
before 1974o "ben no others 'tWre paying- attDntion t.o Portuga1 as the 

·youth rebellion.aro'Jni the worlrl reacherl a high point' in 1968, thare was, 
:in'fact, an octbreak:of:revolts in.i'ortngaJ. bystunents.who ,...,ra fight- , 

_ , i.ng not only_-for __ ncanemic freet:IO\n,.- but against' baing. r]ratt.ed for .the_ . · ·. -
Por:f:.u.guesa _imperialist '_wars' in :~\trica. 1 :-The_: tt~o high point9 .. tha:t_ were . - · 
·reuch~- in~al.1 :t.hese·tll1c1ex-currents. ·of -~lt:oame.from within the _army. · 
;.n ·l',za:nbitjoo, · Guinaa-Eissau an-1 : Angol.a, Y · ar>1 . frOOl within · Portngu: itsel.f' • 

' - . .,. ·- ' ' . . 

';:ithilt.t~ ~O~t.ry.itaeli-_.thera·--was.a.-whol.e-s~ries ot~Wiircc_ats- , . 
'ln 1973· · Women· beciame,espaciall.y importrult in .1973 "hen a labor. •!lortage 

. sent. them into t.ex.tUes ani. electronics,. am e~irectly into the fight . -
againet multinati.onaJ.a •.. It :1.a :in textlles am electronics llild · sh1pyarna 
where the :grass_.roots.•workera!. tl10V81llsnt f'iXst aru.pterlt and -~ere-_ n.ohe _ . 
questioned tOO .militanCy- of _women. workers._ -But they Were asking not. onl.y 
:for -a ~un:1~~ta1 change in hbor- .conaitiona, .but- for ,diff'e..-.ocnt rel.a:t.ions 
_:a-t h<A"UG,l.aats.~ell ~_.raisipg·~tal.1y new qUestions o:r ~l~ion ~new __ 
numan re iona.. - . .. . _ _ . -

·- Viith-- t~;- ~ve-i-throw. ~! .: tb~ ;.faSCist . Caet&~O regime in_ :\pi-11:. 19_74. 
there we1·e· oUtbreaks _of all_sort.S or·w:Udcats, ·freeirig th~J 're\rolutiori 
itse1 _P from th6 ·_n.eO-f'ac_i.st_. 1'leadorsh:ip11

_ or·spinal.B.~ and.Creat!ng: the- . 
.founjation al.so of- a new Women• s Liberation l.fovelllent;. Women's pax-ticipa.~ 
t'ion became Cr:i.ti.<:al as. three- movement-s -- the-; rebel.lion' withil'l t-he army, 
.am too •"il.doata ot i.muatrial. workers covering the langth am brii!ldth 
of the Count.ey~ -_as. v-.-rell a.s':t.be poaaant occupatiOn of t.ha 1an3 --,coal.:­
e-a~en. It-·ua.a;no.accid.ent t...'li:lt onG.of the revo~"tion.a.rY po~'it:!c_a1_move­

:mGnts that. _arose,. PR.P/J3?., was h!3ar!ad by-?_- woina:n' ~:!~ .-Uo_ C~· 

> As'~":~ b; -~~~n,_·-iru; 'aueiiti~n-_-~f. reVo1~i~~ _craat'ivity_ is not just 
that. ot. 3.1\ in.1iV:ldual, --not_ 'everi_ whon ,-she• 9 _as great.. as-.RO~a· LuxembUrg,_ 
~ cer'"..ai..'1ly_ riot._: that of. artist.s Or sc.ieiitiata~ · Now, then, ~ot ~ see 
toib.et-het~ the movetnent f'rom ·practj.lle _was :the stutf out.· of._ which the wome~ 
t.heoriats of'_,~ay, 'Wheot.'1.ar-:t.he:7 be._ in the :U•3., ~l.anrh, or. -MJY· other 
tec~oJ.og.ically: advanced country, bull t-_ the~ · t.~ries • -

With th~ rise ~f tlia\;oman'o LiberationHo'.'/8ment in the inid-1960s, 
whet:t_ a wholo new generation of r&vo1U.tionaries was--born oUt of the mack" 
Rev-oiut1.on,: the ani:.i-Vietl-lillil war _m .... -.~_.nt,-, a."k1. t.he .worl.rl-wide_ national. . 
~iberation st..-ugglea, we .hart tho nee' also or -wo-ma'.O. ·_ theoZ.ists. -The 'new 

- in tha struggles Qf the min.-1960a, -when it came to the _Women~,s Liberation 
Movement, was. the. :.~omen's .ret'usal to \-1a1t. tor the _r1ay after ·the . 
Revolution" for thoir total l:r<Jeoom. They refuaC<t to narrow their 
struggles to _fight-for equal wageo, or, _ror1that matter. any othor 
econom1c notr.ancts •. They raised all sorts o£ new questions, from sexual.ity 

?• Th., leaflets of tha FliELIMD in Mozrunbique, the PldGC in Guinea-Bissau, 
and NPLA. in .~ngola may not -match the f'ra.torn1Ea.tion ~o_:l.~ets ti'.D.t the 
Bolsheviks _wrote in 191?, but they certainly were an entirely new 
groWl<; f'>!' fighting in Portugal., 1974. 1n urging .the Portuguese sol­
diers to go ,homo am make their o•'Il revolution, the national liberation 
!orcas_ were .raising que-st-ions, inol.Uding the ro1e or women, that the 
!1adv&ncen·: Pc:tugo.:.ese bad not evAn heriru. 6ce The- ~truggla for Hozambigue 
by E(tusrdo Hondlano ani ~to the Soureo--by ~rollcar cabral. 
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."to op~SiJ:_iOn both t_o pat:riai:ehy and the ingrained division b.!tween 
menta,J.;-'lJ.r\.d. mariUat l.ebor. wha.:: they aspired to was nothing she:-:: of 

. ~"' .-- Of -- . :. . 
, . 

. Consic1e-rable'work iri:exp_osing. male· 
N<>V<O<t>ent'·'itsetf ~fIt Wa·S "-certilinly .:-.'. 

. y,,,acn•e JL v i.mdi Scussab te ··:sUbjeCtS' :ns:: Sex->·· 
agalnst·:Freud~·-works: ltke·'Kate: 

:mate ·ChaUvinism·: of' great -·Wl:iters 
NOrman-'t~aile-r. :Others' took '-isSue with 
pOint ~as th!lt nOne of them were· in 

wc>rld<og'-class Women·~- thClr .. SctiVities, ')their 
:i'\oliei~··,;,,pirat l<>ns e~CeDt ion ·w.is' Sheila" Rowbotham's 

,: 

...... "In de8 wftb 300 years·- Of Women's"st'ruggtes,=-- ·ln-cor:tcentrating ····· 
o"n··tabo:C_ ·'S_tru_&gteS··_a.nd .r_e.vOtutiortS-,- and. Openly~ e!j,OusinS-sOeiB_tism, 
B_nd tn· brt l,gtng 'iii.~ thC · ~ueS'tiOn.- oft riiS.ie· Chauvini_sm· -not :a·s ·something 
only_ C~J~i¥~qst t'c;~-- but.• "ve-ry much. _f,CrV~S ive·- o;.Ji1:.liin:~the Novement :":it~el~:~ 
she focu·sec~ -iin the_ validity of_ an .ind~pimdent. women 's· movemerit l··_Unfor:. ·.· 
tunatel}r; So': preoCcupied_ l-JBS 5~ with:"the nc,~" that she neither-dug . 
deeply into~_philos{lhic_rOo_ts,_ nor So fP.JCh'-as'-rner~:tioned: one-of" the:~greaf".:. 
eSt revolu.tiqlwry: theO:i:-CtiCiariS~ ~-o!';a·_-LUxembUr'B:~-_Whatever 'the reason·--... 
·t.:hcther it ·was 'b~c8Us'e_'Rosa didn•t:··wr!te Volu-minoUsly: on_·thC.:""WOn'ran··· 
Question~~··_ or_.)losa'· LUxeffibur&•·s· 'wO-t-ks· Br.d ·_ n'C"t.ivi tie~: ·_are ·not·, td ~her - .-.-.-. ~ .· '"·· 
mind, rcleva!l:t.:. ~o. todaY''s'- ':"'i:ni-~n•s' tasks_,· or··wh8_ceyei :..- · s~·, thereby 
actually ·deg~rided __ uOtren•s _·re,Jo'luCi_Ona_iY-'rote~ _Indeed~: fl)rtng-- in: th~e ·· · 
face of historY; ·_she -_~lte_~' as- "i( al t-'reVOtut~ons~:were · "m8le-de~-tned::u_·-_; · 
This -Only ·teach;." her: tO ··a ~vaitgt.iardisf -_·cOnclusion that· i:.tomen~-:even~Wher\ r.: .. 
d~ng nothing" shoi"t of tnftiating a 'great revolucior\-that·.t.oppted-.· .·. 
Tsar ism, lacked.- "consc:icusnass ."'· That: -fs st 111 one other form .o£ con­
sldering'·-~Om-im11bac.kw.a:rd. "- Iti. 0_- Word:, no·--ma'ttcr :hOw· "consCiously!~· one 
favors nn· tnoependent .won-:en•S' movement, .. One· doesri•c ·rest ty ·eonstaer:-,~ .. 
them eapabfe __ -of 11gett iriS;' thCre 11 • :_ -un.teS's··ted bY· a "Va~ngua:t"d· P8rty." 
Vangue.rdi'siri~':cfitism··e·annot-: btit. ·impede t:he· Woinen' s ~Liberation· "·~ 
Novement of·· t-OdaY ·from wOZ.king cut a n'ew rio: lot iOnS hi o of spontafteity· 

.. to_ organlZ.:itioti~- ·:thcoij tc fjr'ac.t4:.ce;·: phi tosophy. to revah.itiOn·.- It' is but 
one more form_ of separatins- thinking_ from doing, espe~ially as it r~-
late:s to woman as thinkers·!1nd-:&.:: -reVCiUt!Onar!es~·' · ·; '. 

.;.• 

Working" 'cioss WOrreri lwve·:. 8-. very s.Pe.e iS y: reason for ·ttici r _pasSionate .. 
interest·" in revolUtions,' ··nOt' Stmpl)'_ bec8t.ise ·theY're exciting events·, ., 
but becau.;e they shoW.working claSs wo~n_ in_ motion 8s'·shaoei"S of 
history. ·The dlalectic:i81 relati6nship of ·spOntaneity' t'p organization "': ... · :­
is of the essence.to ali ()f.cS Ss YA.: face coda)''s'crises;,tt,·ts ~!Jt,·· 
only Portugual _which 'is' under-the whip of_-,the counte'i"-revolution·'t:hat 
beg.!l.n Nov. 25, ·~975. "The·gtObat·StTug:gte for'power betweCn:caPitli·tist 
i mperia lt sm and ·state--capitalist· soc-let ies ·calling themselves C'ot:unuhist, 
all nuClearly· armed-~ h.:!-s" put _-D qu~stfon mark over the VerY surviVal·-
o! hu~~icy. 

. .. ~ 

:;•-., 

... 

Cre.8tivit:Y thOt·can really tear-things cp'ac· their .roots nnd 
gcnuinetY start sOmethinS neW, hu.mclnty new,·\~nn only··comc frorti·masS 
creativity.·It _\s ·only:_then whe~·.i_t is_ totally" i-evotucionnr,Y; is no_t 
herr:n~d 1n. by ~he .. eonc<e.pt. and. pi-n~t:ic:<e af "th~· "flA-rty __ ta l~ad·, 11,_a0.d it,. .. 
1:; only then ·t-t. can once and for nll end ·abo;-t·ed and unftnl~he_d -revoh.:tton-!1,: 

. ·"' 
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__ B_e·_ it __ ~ornethtng 1 ~--s.;~~s_i~p{e~<as_fthe<\quest_ion~ :of_~·:wemen! s s_trugg:ie._._fOr __ . 
~_ec;U.elity · i0.'." ~he· ·.vc:rYjrn!'dSt'':_or.·an-·:t_ne-_·m:;rriid CTiSe·s-;-or~-:the _deep rec;;;sSion· 
.·.Ji_r.~:,ia~is~-_in:.the- -~·.s~:~->what .women ·SrC -huO."ger)ng _far· is ,~Or_~ing~out.,the.--­

r:ela:t:_ionshi P:- of· their ·creBt ivi ty-:_to a philosophy._ of _ti bers_C _ion~_- :t<le 
. surely.: do~ n~t· _ne~d -yet. one., more ,fOrm_, of_-- eU,tl sm_ •. -".-_Wt-.a,t;::we_-·dO-' need. is.· Cl 
. unrt;{'.·o_ftPht t6soi)hY'.8rld ·revo"iUEton:·:.~~Wtthout~...tt~;- we._\Ji 1 v not_ be_-· aDte~ 
~o·- g~t ·m.it':;rro:n -under the whfp,~~f~-the·;~~~~t-cr:rev~t~tton~. . . -·· . - .. 

, .. : 
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~-excerpt"s~ from- PHl'LOSOPHY- -j;~T[) ~EVO!..l!TION* 

i:;:·~·-·. ·_,' . " 
l --~.. - ·>,, 

:':. ·• ·•• c-~~c~~-~-~ thiS view· or· ~·-;_t·ea"d~~: ~-t-t:h. ehe v_·tew ·or··:~ -b(af?_k _ ~~';;--i;_·f~om. 
-t~e ranks ·of the··.Women~-s Llberae·i-~1\,.movelne:C\t:·.·:· ··· ., r: " ... 

-, ·;. -·.· ' -.-,.- .~,·,--: ··- . _., 

. I'ffi·'flOt thOr9ug~~~ co~~!.~ced·'ehat Black Llbeiation, the way it's 
;, be. i nc;.-:sr: lli:!d. out, ·will: rea 1 fy. and·· trlil:,r rf.ean· !!!Y tiber at ion. -I'm 

not'- so.~sut'e that: when· it"comes .time "to wt down·. my gUn,~· _that I 
~oriic lui.v2 a·_ broOm: shoved tn·my hands,- aS sO .many of rily Cuban_ sis-­
ters ll"ci.ve. 

t~hen that black Wormin•s Liberationist expressed a fear that when 
-it comG:c;i;- to putting do~n the gun, she may once again hav_e a broom shoyed 
into her ·hands;, she Was 'expressing one of the most anti-e1icist new forces 

."and nett .Passions t.hat-had eom~· on the histo:::-!c stogc and were .~aising al­
t.ogether~·neW questions~·- It- is true that, on the whole, these were _questl-o_ns 
addres_sed to _the- private capit&llstic world, specifically the U.S. But the 
women were. saying:_ -"Ue will rio lcnge'!:' be objects--- mindless sex objects, 
or rObots ttiat.keep house, or cheap manual labor· you can.'call.in_ when'-there 
are n_o __ men available· itnd discard-when there are," These women were also 

. demanding their heeds _back, and it is this which_ surprised none tnore __ ,thBn 
·the -Ne1o: Left·, ·slnee-_though born·· out of the New Left·, it ·was the New.Left 
nli!n whom Women•s·Liberation opposed. The sa£00 women_who·hed participated· 
tn·every··phase :of the freedom movements refuscd"to cOn!:inue_ being ,the ty. 
pisi:.s, the_ :m1me_ogre.phers, the "ladie_s' Suxil iBrtes'' .to the _ _._Left. , They-­
d;!:r.ar-..:ied .t:hi"t:nd to-'the oeparatlon cf ·rrental ·and mar.uat'· labor,. not only as 
a 

11
goal;-".-,nct only aga_lnst-o:apitallSt soCiety, but es an l~m~cdtate_ neect 

of the Left -:lt.Sel f, eS.pect.nlly _regarding· women. Nor were they afraid to 
attaCk the male chauvinism lri the black movement as· Wall. Black a'nd white 
women ·joined together to do battle wit~ the arrogance of ~ Stokely Carmich~ 
ael., who had S_aid that "the only position foi-- women in the movement is 
pcone." 

So unc-Ompromising as well _as ndamant was their attack on elitism and 
·aul.:horitertnnism th&t __ the very struct:uTP. or th~ new. Women's Liberation -groops, 
.the .. small groups that sorar.g up everywhere, were an effort to find a· form 
that would -'lllow for· the -self·devalopment of the- individual woman. They 
disregarded the establ !shed t~omen's groups because they too were structured 
and too concerned with the middle-class p·rofessional women,- They wished to 

·release all women -- most of all black, workJng-class, Chicano, tndtan. 

Whethc~ it was ~ ouestton of the right to abortion, or cqu~l pay, ~r 
having cuntTol over their own tivcs, the single word was NOW, Freedom 

1'r Philosophy ond -Revolution: From Hegel to Snrtre nnd from Marx to Moo, 
N~w York: Delacorte Press. 1973. These excerpts are from Chapter 9, 
"New Passions and New_Forces'', P?• 275, 278-281. Thlil quote from the 
Bla_c:k Womeh's Liberotlo-niat follows a quote from Angela Dav-is, uncrltl· 
col of th':: C~ban experier.cc. 
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~·~nt··n~o~:;: ~·od~y~·.:.~o~ 'F~ci.;;~~; ·~ri:u~-h.;.·re~·2 ·~\~~ ·d~·~: ~ft~~~-·~· ·•N6~~~ meant not 
uaiting toT ,the day of the. rr.:V.olution) rruch leSs excluding from the politi-

.-,.cal strUggle- tha :qu2s::!on cL thC rclat!or.eh!p of man to ,,.oman. Wome:n nn 
longer ·considered_ that questio_n:-a .. merely,:orivate matter·._. for. tha_t __ was only 
the. standard way of making w6~r.en.feel.-isolated:·and helpless. -The very fact 
tha-t_· free_dom_ was. in _the--air .meant_ thEft ·-she .no ·longer,. was alone • that there : 
were '·t:.housands: forming a movement, a ·:force.;. Individuality and collectivity 
became" inseparable f-rom the'mass.-demonstratt.ons'·in AugUst 1970. And for 
the_ fir!lt time also; .:history; was. :not paSt· .. _.but ;!n the· making •. And now that 
they.Were rr.ak_ing lt •. rhere was no feeUng'·.:that'-they were test in a_ collec-
t iviEy~ but_ rather··that·-eac:h~was _,individualized 'thrOugh this historic pro-

. ,.,,· .. , . 
,:_·, 

· Thus,:,_ in -spite of-· ad'verse i pubHctty: aboUt '.'tigl y ~girls· butnlng br8s'1 : 

snd whateVer .other: nonsense the--.ma-te:cbauvinlsts~.played.-'up'.in:order- to make 
·t~e ·moVetrerit:·-look .-.si Hy, more .-and 'inore- Women·,kept::.1oinin'g -it. ::··OifferEirit·'; 
kinds·;of 'women· who· -had --ti.e:ver ;joined: anything before' became ·activiSts--- :·and 

--;thinkers;·. In·-addltion: to. those~·wbci.:called ·themselves ·members ·ror ·the .mOve-
. rr.ent,, thousands_:mo·£-e ;expressed ,the same. :ideas ;-·from_ the wet fare mothers '-:or .. 
· gani'zations to. i:i:1e neY drives to.unloni~e- women'S: industrieS and fight'' the 
disCriil1h~atiOn _sanctioned by existing unions. And the many voices exp:r~ss-. 
Jng.-the.~ideas_ of- .Women's ~t:tbe-ration were the Tesult ne~c-- of women reading 
Kate:.:..NU l,ett.1 s _ Sexu;a.l ··Politics or-.the hundreds of less se~!ous wciTk's ··on the 
subject,- :but of the hunser·foT-new roles !n society-and new>rclationShips· 
for -them. heie and no-..J. 

:Insteod -of g:rnsping the~link of·contlnuity·of·today's-strivlngs -Witli 
that wh~_ch-M.erx ·saw_emergtng·, or .Of· listenims·tO.new voices, tcCfay's·."Marx­
.1 stS:'~·--"~F.Sr..se 1 ves ,,are-~ t.he : 1;;%-st :-IE:!'\t.r'npit!s ~ _uf Narx: s··eonct:pt·_.-?f: _ir.i~Oiogy/u_s ··· 
falsc __ coruu:iou~rJZ.GS '·· "·They ~·look. upon. themselves a·s ·the leaders-;! oT oat least 
the.polfticos_~ who_:can':offer_:'-:s rational r_eass_essment of feminist·- ide'o1dgy11 

an~_ loOk down uPon today's new women rebels as apolitical, as if thet meant 
the:f-had._.ncthiilg .to: say:.woith: llstenirtg ·to and ~that. there werB_ no·.object~ve 
vnllPi-ty~·to cne·._-mover..ent. It is :true that with·the mass :d-emon~tratf.ons-
by -~omen,~:esp;ec·iolly in Ne·w -Yot"l> -lti 1970, all .p'a:~ties-want-to u~oe t-hem.· 
L:,ha-t_pzectsely-,is,the tt"oubtc. --0: 

_T_he.:_~~i_Gueness_ of __ today's Warren's Liberation movement--is that·· it d~~s 
to chellenge,,wh3t is. _,inCluding .the :nale chauvinism·hot -only under capitalw 
~sm but ulthtn the- ravolut ionary movement- .itset f.·--- .To fear 'to eXpose thl_s 
male chauvinism leads to helpless"ess. To.face reality, and to face it not 
through_shcet' voluntat"ism,: but_ with ·futt··awr:reneas' of· s·\1 the forces' lined 
_up ag_ainst __ us,· is the. one way to-assure the_ :coatesCencC with othe'r ievcitU­
·tion.ar:Y'·"fO!-ces, especially labor~ whtch· is so strnte'gically f'laced in'·pr.od­
uct1on and· has its ·Own black dimension. But the fact ·that'-it'will not·: be 
posSible_ full.y to· overcome: male- ChiiU'-"lnism as long as' chss society eXists 
doe_s::not _invalidate the movement any more· than any struggle for freedom· i_s­
invalidated.. On the contrary, the very'f0ct- that ·there iS a ·widesPread 
Wo!t!en's Liberation !Tloverr>ent pro•!CS that it is on idea whose time ha:R come 
and that it is an integral pa~t of the vc~y organism of liberation 
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THE WOMEN• S LIBERATION ;«iVEMENT AS REASON ANn AS REVOLUTIONARY FORCE* 

Deep in·-the'Siberian:rnlne,. 
Ke·eo ·;your ·patience ·proud; 

The bitter~toiLShall not .be lost; 
Th~! rebe 1 thought uti.bowed·: 

·The-:·heavy-hanging:chains ··w_i ll• fall t '· 
··.-'The walls·_will .crumble at a:word; · 
'At\d ·FriCvciom·Sreet_.yoU in the -Hght,-

· And_·l?rothers- glve·.you·.back the .sword. 

-.-_;_.;J 

As unrelated as this poem by Pushkin about the Decemberist revolt of 
182.5-.may_.seenl ·to be-to;the·Women's.rLiberation Movement of.-our·day,:·the very. 
·£act._:that,. -1~.1953, the:.poUtical--prlsOners<ln the forced labo!·-_camp_s in· 
Vorkuta ·used .it as their:freedom song---illustrates both-: the; Universality· and 
the , individuftlity-.of· !liberation, f,tl'uggles ~--.Clearly,. the -lloem· ce1E:br8te_d- not 
only A-:fight.:·against·"-Tsarisffi._, \<:hat· the-'20th century .. Fr_eedom .Fighters· aspired 
to;,,in fighting also· . .nga!nst Communism, _was not a·.return tc the: old, but a 

-reachi_ng out ~or .a totally new dimension. · 

It was this aspiratio~. not only for a particUlar type of·freedom, but 
for total- iiberat:ion, t.hat enunciated a new staSe::Of ·t·he-.conscioUssi.ess- of 
freedom.; ·It _.is_ in· this ·.sense that· the Amer-iciln womari hes sudderily ··-begUn. 
speaking· of he'!' enslaverr.ent. All the talk about the- American women·'as'-"the 
--frc?~t··-~n.thc ·t;crldn.hc:Lnct., n:-.d t:!ll_~~~t~·:St"JO their--feeling cha~~ed--~ 
their co_ncept of 'liberation ·as: something ·a· gre8t deal 'more ·-.than· simply ~-t 

:being.-_a:·chattel- slave, and having:the Vote. Theh'-ooint;ls that·-so~-lcins· 
~~.they: ~T-e ob 1et:t_!! :"{even where that ,means sn_-'ob'jcc_t of ,-love) • they are __ . 
. not truly f<ree.. 'rhey "refus'e·- t-o ·stand ·up ~rid- Shout'; "hurrah"' fOr. suCh' type'-
.of ·'-'love'!.,; They demand~_to:be whoie -humnn beingS. · 

.. -;E:ve:r,since the.myth of·Eve'giving Adam the·aoole·wss--cre·ated, 1oo)'O~n 
have -~en preflented 'SS ·devils or as angels, but definitely_ not as human 
beingS. Only -one -philosoPher, HegeL,: ]:'elated~thEi myth~ 'not- to sin, -but-, 
to knowledge. · No doubt th~ concept of knowledge 1s ari 'imoroVetnerit_'on-,the 
c~ncept of stn, but that hardly-takes issue with why woman is blamP.d for 

.'the expulsion :from Psredisa .. -- In l'lte~.!lturc, '~e at!em·to h.-~va been _found 
guilty ever since. •·The oortra}'-el of women tn our day as either dU:mb blonds 
or de\P,ils keeps up -to -date the male chauvinist ·myth. 

; - Let_-us begin with Greece, not only os the -birthplace of Western Civi­
lization,- but· the birthplace of the tragic dr:m~o., Take the Oresteia, the 
greatest trilogy in _drnmstic -literature., Ul'ltil fairly recently, I seem to 
have· seen nothing male chauvinistiC obout~r.ihcna's- speech-.-- I am sure -I am 
not· the only one. The pursuit. of the furtCs•;·nfter Orestes rrurdered' h:ls 
mother for having murdered his father, is so Unrelenting that the nudicnce 
is bnp~y wl\_en Atheno pronounces him_ not gui,lty: 

~From ~~n Won':an'R_Libc_!ntJ..f!.n: We Speak in NDn~!£..CJ!.,_ 
News and Lett~rs Committees, 1970 

7429 



-15-

. ;So 1fOr ·Ot'est;:S_-;"shal).:.:_this .vote: be-.eest.-
' No·.:tn!:lther_ gave·:-·me-. birth;:- and·- i"n- ell things 

.t:-~·:l·s~sva: tr.ar;riag'e; I.! .my .. _,f3ther_~-s ._-child lnd~f;!d ,. 
· ! . Wfth--all r:iy: he"ert .comiend the_, maScUline· • 

. Whei-efOre· t·- shs.U _not _hold.-of_. hi_s~r..W.ca.·.t}l 
_A_ woman· who waS killed- because she killed 

_ H.c:r _wedded lord Snd master of her home. 
·-<---~p_otl_ .':Sn' equal v~te Orestes- ulri-s ~-- .' · · . 

. ·:··•_,: .. :~:~-.-- A:l;~·---~i~-~~ry. be1_r:tS·_- cont:emp~~ary his·~~~y-~ we ·cannot:- ~~lp -but- look .-at 
--tt~-e-:sa-me .drsma' with:eyes of -tOday,·· wlth"the•cotUtclous_ness of today';J·-: 
'WOmen's .·Ltbe:ra!:!nn --Movement:.- :Thfs" ttUte,: ..:hen·.·I .watCheO;'the _.drllma .. :-.~-.in 
. Ypsi !ant t· Where we:·t%-iCd .to_ reciCSfe ·the- GTeek tragedie's. and~ comedieS: in . 
. ·a (more~ or less)-·geni.tine··C'ieek--theatre with 8--Greek 'directOr f:lnd. JudU:.h 
·Anderson--a~ Clytemne·strS -...;·I' WaS· sSytng:to myself: Well, whet dO- you 
know, here is Athena telling \:s that 'siriCe she ·sprang full-grown ._from 
the forehead of Zeus-,-·_it· seems 'that a mother-· is nothing but a receptacle 

· :_fO'r_"the':s~o:!d- of;'the 'maq. · . .a;,<j· that·, othe.ie:fore:, .. Orcstc.s·.-h::m.:·not: .. re!!l!Y com­
·:mttted the grentcst crime ·on ·earth in rr.u.rdering his mother·. · Though.:che 
··word!l·-are Spoken by ·a·uornan,: it·-is v.·typlcal-ly rr-.al~--cheuvlnlstlc.;·.-spC·cch~ 
·What ·-t- Sn:•t"rYlng to-say-i"s·-thnt thi's· a~;arenessds· what ·the. Women-'s Llbers:-

tion. -Movement· of todey·:has ;Drought to. today'_s f_~m~nism.o. , .. ·· · • ---

Whee her- we arc talking of the women characters in Greek tragedy-·-~ 
Clyter:.nesera, .r1edea, Elect.ra -- or whether we look at Shakespeare~~~ Lady 
~{acbeth ur t.h~t:. hc...-r~~le~~cre~t.l;lrC- _!~_:K.i·':".g --·Le~r.-.-.:~-~2~~.r":.~7-~. 1:_~:=--~~r.::.,",l'~ .. ,c.~me:., 
_down c:o t:h.c. 20th century, be· it Eugene O'Neill's Mourning Becomes Ele.ctri:J 
or: Je.an-Pm~t-~sartre 's .Tha· F-lies;· .dramatists .seem -to -be cdoing nothing but_-

·::updatlt'13~-.thE;s-a:: chara~ters~· The uhole·.-pol'ntds, ~hat U_teret __ ure, ___ even_~at 
:oits·.gr_eatest,, reflects _the·rhalo~doalinated Society :undeT Whi_ch ·_t'i'e-~ltVe, 
whiCh~·.; 1 n t·J·rn,, affects -·an ·of ·us; ·women lncl~ideri.- · We-- wi 11. not .escape 
male ·chauvlnlstle Gpeeches ·coming '.out· of ,our mouths untll'•lo7e· tear ·this 
:al.ienated society-up by-:1ts·ro.ots.·. 

;::;-:.;-: 
As sgsinst the rny.ths of-·etther 'pre-hiStory or ·ltters:turet the hi's tory 

·Of the struggles of Women for freedom show woman ln ·a.:very .. dlt'ferent 'light. 
This_· is es'peeially ·clear-!10. !the US; -where the black d_imension became 8 

catalyst; -for--liberation long before the Women•s ·Llber_at_ion movement of 
'tciday~ ·tt:aio"Se during the Abolitionist ·movement,_·_whe·n·- t:"hi!_...;Sojourn~er 
· 'rruths and 'the Harriet Tubmans were speakers; ngenerc1s 11 , leaders:,: while 

the:white :wotten were· at·U L: mainly the ones whO arranged the pienics,­
raised· the money and :in Cvery Yay uore subordinate to the male Abol.ttlonist 
leaders. :. When the white middle..;,ctass women snw the Blac::k women· beit'g find 
acting .as leaders of the Unde'rground RaUu.ny, the whlte \oO'omen 'dec·tdcd to 
be· more ;than handmaidens. ··-The- "'Suffragette'• movement· arose out of 'the 
Abolitionist Move~nt. 

For so~ peculiar ~cason, at their very first-convention in 1948~ the 
women still felt a -mnn should function-: as chairrMn of thottir meetings. "They 
soon found 'out· that, though the' Abolitlonl&t Movement Wlls· by ·far ·the most 
adv~nccd movement of the timet it ·nevertheless held fnony prejudiCes on -the 
quest-ion of- women: 'l'he ·men Abolitionists·, who were giving tha!lr lives to 
end .slavery~: ncve_rthclCss·· refused to chalT 'the ~etlnS,- of .. tho womeno· The 
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·only· one .who cOn~ented ·~as "F-re·derick.'_Oougl8Ss~; (I no f~irness to _the founder 
o_f Abolitionism, -it shol1lcl _De_ s'a'id: tltat_-_when· the.·Ant!-31avery Cor.ferer.ce 
in Engl"and_ refuf>_ed to:_st!Bt·. the A."!!erican· Wo_me'n dele8ates,- £_arcing" t~eiTI .. to 
sit in the balcony, Wrn." L-loy·d· Ga_irisotl ... , ·who-was suPpOsed to_- give-· the main 
speech to- the Conferenc·e·~ "~refti·s-e·d :i:o dO' ~fo. 'He Sat; with th-e wonien in the 
g~ll~t:y, .as._a pr'ote~-t.)-,.- · '· ,-:·.,~-

So long as .the'y were related tO' both ·the' black ar.d the proletarian 
·women, the- Suffragettes, _evnn though theY were middle-Class women, went 
very far in fightlni; for more than· just _rights for themse~ves. But after 
the abo lit ion of Slav~ry, 'Ji~.(san:.B4.J~.n_t.~qriy_,~pd .~:ucr_e~i~- ~~;t. ~~rl: .. ·~~~:-_.~he 
middle-class.women who continued.the- long.bicter fight, nevertheless showed 
e narroWing" 'of' the',.. stru-ggle-along' C'lass·· .. l!nes.-; When· they .f-inally did ge~ 
the 'vOte·, it ··\o1as·,far·Temoved· from what-:the 'proletarian woinen needed· and· 

;We're 'doing. :_.This: separet-lOn· along· class lines. has not stopped,-·so.-that 
todriy·we:rriust :face,·those· degrading TV commercials· that try to sell .. u~- the 
idea that -the:-_hard-fought battle for equality has .be-en met by our right 
to wear mini-skii"ts ·cat .least until- fashiori dictators tell.us otherwise) 
and having-. "our own".- bxand of cig'arettes! 

·' ,. "" " '. 
- As·'against .the past·, all of- the past, including some ·of the -revolu ... 

tioriary past,<and the· women;who made it in a _man's .world, .. todoy's Women's 
·-Liberati~n ·Movement· ·not ·.only :r2fcses tc stop· short ·,of ·total· fr.ecdom,- but 
refuSes ·to '~cit_ for- 11 the _day. after" the- revolution, to -obt_ain it. __ On the 
.contrary, she will be part .of that historic proc.ess_ .of making .freedom real 
for all. · 

·The· ~Ne~r.e.Ss oi T0d8; .• ,s Worr.en.'g Liberati~n t-1ovement··. 
' _, - • • >:' • F •' 

The uniqUeness .·of .the-WU1 is seen.alS:o in_this,· that even the women 
:in the.,revolutlonary~tnovement are.-sa:tlnS: •iwe:·are·.~-=to-t _wait'ing::for.to-~ 
alorrow·.to.·get oui:';freedOm.- We're,·begirinlng'the struggle .today. ·::;We are· 
not~ leaving it~· to the .men ·comrades to galn freedom 1 fot:' us. <We~re .··strug­
gling for .. it-:ourselves'. We refuse.tO--subordinete it to ·ar.other-movement; 
the Wl.M itself is ·a revolutionarY force towal:'d~_total·-.liberation.for;all •. 
The~very emergence of an-independent 1<1LM is proof of the 'validity _of its 

· .. indepE:ndent. existence.·. -.That wasn't .created frcla·- above; -~tt wasn't built · 
by men, .not:.even by·male revolutionOries; .it·.won't fold up so that a·rolJ ... 

·cical party; --as some -'general·will ~-;- should :be pre-eminent.-" 

And;l should ndd· that·, in distinction to my ·generlltion '-!hose aim .,.ns 
t'o be "just like ·men" _(since .. -they sEiemcd~t:o be hsving ·all _the privileges), 
t.:he new,-generation·of "fer.tinists 1!-do not wish ·to be "just like .men.". The 
.young· women feel -that men, ,too, are- alienated beings, ~nO they want to 
be whole -humon:belngs. Having .seen r-eVolutions as graat as the Russian 
Revolution go _sour,- ·and the Chinese .revolution ..... ·or Cubnn,- for that matter 
.- .... rP.:main incompler.cd,· they -have -added to _thetr senSe of World _revolution 
that 1t be not only Ltgeinst the old exp1o1tat:iv.e sys_tem, but aim m_a 
totnlly l\e.w society on truly human foundnt1ons. 

_<r\J't_ different-ly,· they do,not. consider the relationship of ~~oman to 
-man to .be -a "pri vlltC· mattet·" either".- before or the day of, or the dny after 
the revulut1~n. Prcc!sely_,bcea.use 1t hnd been de.olt with as- a· private 
m::.tte%' 1 ·-it: ~:1:1- ensy--to.: plgy .the game,_.of waiting. ti 11 ~'the .. dny nfter.'~ 
If we are to begin that liberation struggle today-- and·that's what th~· 
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· :-uotr.eri ti8Ve-1begon :tn the past"-fCt.f :years the relationship of ·man·.to. womsn 
Cannot ·:.be '.t'ie_at-ed-~as_-··a 7 pr_iVBtC--' matter;.. as: if· ·it were onfy a.·.-_queseion-:of 

<- .. --ti~·sb~-~~~ ::~~~ _-,~-~£-~'(_ t?_r:rr.o~ruir_ s,ri<rc~ild, -_o_r si~l~ ···girl· to· pa~nts_ ... _··Th~t ls. 
·-only .'one .. more~way.·,to make ~\oic.nlE.n feel' inolnted end'·helpless._"' Onoe · ~heTe is 

_a ·.w,o~e_n,•~~ __l~t~ra~~~-n :_No_~~~"nt~': the:· ~:t'ci~e_:atriloSphe~e.-~o~:·.~he.:;ccunt~Y c?~n&es,­
··• ..•. ~<?, ·,t:h.a_t_ · ~ven ;Wh~re"""it _ l s _f!;<>_quest_fon·. of- e._stablishing Pe'J:'sonsr. -r_.etations 

~:: ';~ ~ith "sWe2theQr~ oi ,hUBbrit1d;· ·~ith:·fEitbe~~-or 'biOt!ler~ :you_:-don' t·; feel -'alone 
·_·_::, a.nY/ lo:iz'~~-'·.jUst. Ss-~_yol:,-:~dO!'\~-t:.· fe·ei·--a~one 'when _yoU !fight 'JOr "the- iight·''to 

· -- ~~ve···aooit\o:n.~.--- · .. '- .<_-:_ ,,::.·· • • -~: .. _ ·_· •· .. -· · •• ; ~ ··- · .. , • • ·· "··:- --·-
;·_' • ,:., ,_,,: 1 "1-: ·' ... ".· 

Collectivi~y .ar;-d -~~n~,i';~d_';',allt;·y __ hav_e_.be:_cqme in~ep~.;~_bl~. no~ merely 
because aft'eT. you have. _"had _yOur' ,fig_ht' at: home, you_-_ ca:'!- ·c~~e __ ~-o: t~e WL 
meeting .. and: f:\i2i __ 'of othel:'s ..... Stiu8,Sle.<i·~ but. ·because· of'.'~he height_ened con­
sciOUS~es·s- ,W~ic"b --~-a~e's ·j<?(~ ~S~_e ,,.:b~.~.rt .. !~~ ~i>w~ma~~'··the·t· 'bti_ .~_r·--.~_h;e .. "t_s 
o~lY:>ind~:v~d,t~;a~!-z_e?;,·~l,lX:O."!-~.':l_.the:)ro_c'e"s~ ·o~--~~s~tO.~_Y,•" · ···-· ·-- · · 

't ·,-~~--sor~Y c'C:, -'6:~1~iC,iZ_e. th~- ·_;,rg-~gi.z8~-i~n b~i~;e:: w-hich I_'in s,peaking. 
t.4o.app~eci~te ;yoUi -fnvitin&.~e-·to spe:~K; o_n _Women'_s ~~~e~~-t-~.o-o.~ ··-But it 
shocked me. to hear .the€ -Yau sti.ll usC the woid "8uxi Uary'_' -:~ !Jorci!n•s 
~\~~i_l i.:l~Y:- ~_f.~th~--E~hical CUltural .. Socte'ty • .'. w'Omen 8~e ·._.flot_ "au~i)i:aries." 
As:you~sew, ·,t,he_.bistciriCal origin of :the.).Juffie.n'_s 'Lib2-ra:tio~ __ !-1oyerrient,. 
even ~When_-;i_t :c~'!ltere~ a-xOund c Set.ting __ the ·.'frlte, .~as bOrn;. ~~-"J:?P.P.Os.ltion· to 
beirig :me:-e:_auxiliB.ries. to."the A ~olitionist_' l;qVe"ment. · _TOday,, S;s :.~e shall 
nee t.:iter,,.it is far, .f-ar .beYoild._.the_-,polit'i.CaCstrugi~eS "for ~vOte or pro­
pertv. -~li!hts. · Whel'\. ·.r .sPok~_· to~. the -women!s·.,LibCrac ioit~.group ·at __ GJ'li_cago · 
Univ~~_si'ty, "theY· presenced -_,~e ~i t.h ·statistiCS' abOut hOw~-f~~ ."WO~tJ are 
professors,-the restrlctio:lS on promotions, etc., _etc~· \~omen-wOrkers are 
pres_entinR;·,their. demands •. ~It_ is_ clear that_ .the __ struggle_wlll not __ stop 

·uiltit·~thera:Wi_~~~be'.tOtal-lib~rE£10·n·; .. ----- --,_,~ · ·.- - .-·~:-··: ·-~~-_, __ .. 

What is' r~~lved n_o-w is ,a whole'.new Philosophy: w~~e·'~~s~i~. h~.tf: 
· <~~- :m_o~~c;(~l}e_>:lyth ·_?~ · t4.~-~ _:a_~d- · ~v~. from .. ,t,he ,,t~_~?l?gY of,. Sin·_ t.o;' th~ ~ sP,h~!e-_- ~ 

_of. knowledge, Marx, looltecs _at. _history_ c:s: a· clevelopm~:mt of ;lebQr,---a,d, t-.uare 
--fOre":·· o~:. ihe · Fl~e,~ ... ~f .. ~_ .. to:~~lly:. ne_w. waY_ of· Lif_e=,: __ n -~lji_~~s_O.~~y' _o(: 1 ib~~atiOn 

he called the new Humanism. In _his early Humanist essays, he_· kept reltera-
- ting that so long as~we talk onlY .nbout different property_ foiinS;·-we~·Will 
t;eve~.-, &le~ _ t;o ,ne~. human r~latio~s 1 ._leaSt .of all_-~!,1-~ :r~latiC?n_s~\P. of man to 

._wOman .... fr~~ate-_ property~ llaix. ih·s_isted,"hr.c .. mad'e~ us. s.o. ·_stup~d ~hat we 
:_t.h~nlt.onlf_of poSsessions. We''are cOnStantly subStitUting a "to hnVe

1
' 

· ~o~< ?\,~'-'_to. be".·: .B'u.t _th.e _ a_~ol ~1;1o~_- Or· pr~Vat~ -~~O~~~tY W01;1t'd~ not,: al~t\~, 
b"r!ng .about _a _1)-ew society, _as: the -vulg_ar·_ comthunlst_s: thought;· this _Marx 

, l~'Ste:<:~; o'nly ~_,t_\e&atcs_ tbe·~'personallty Of -~~n~n- tlot. ~o ~t.i.tlori_ the .~st·· 
:fun~~un~ntal ~~.:el~ · rel~_tt~ns; :tha_t_ Of ~mar:, ,to. ~oma~.. · 

It ls this tyPe, ·of tot.n_-11.1 tlew.-relations·c.hat' ronny in the Womeni.S 
Liberation Move~ant ore aspiring to. There are many different·varieties 

"-Qf groups~ .. fr<Om the so-called grandmother of them all .... tt].e: National·':" 
· Or8:anizat10n ·Of ·WOmer.· (N.o.w ~); ·which-. is d!rCcted-·to 'the· Ptofi:ssicinal · 
t-10tne~ .;. ... 'i:hi-ough·~AP __ which .. tMS_, c0ncer~ed:flot rrkreiy -~1t,ti.ihe status of 
"-'ofr.Cn iri .-s~~tlemia but .w!.~h __ sc~~~l cl{\flS ~-~YUgg~Cs _:<~~~eC~~tly. thOse that 

l.Although the C!:undrlssE". as a whole has not been tTanslat:ed into Eng­
lish to this- day, tha pnssng~s both on individualization through history 
~:~nd Ner_x•s_ .... ·te~_of wom.rm in prlmlt:lve corrmunism, which dtffer_shorply 
from Engel's occur in the section that has been published -undar the 
title Pre-Cnpltn!l~t Ceonomte Formations. See especially pages 85,91,.96. 
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. ------ : ______ ·-- -., --·-~···. ~ ...•. ::...;_·:~ 

Tegard- women·, h03pi ta ( Worke:i:s .. antj :.the lr .. demand for a ;nu~s_e:ry._for: ~.:o~ki,ng 
motht;rsl,.:.to th_eJ-lomen's:L_tbe~at~on Coelit!on_. oLM_i_(!higan._that. ret_ains the 

"""· :deCe!:itti:aH=;d-_ s_mau_:groUo __ t:ticlei-•. :1.--am·mO~tty:cOncerned with:.thoSe-_in . · 
.. _D~t:_Toit;.:t~ho ,h~va -.1~sue:q ih1_s_.·P~'!'Ohl~.t.i· NoteG Or\ Women•9.:Liber8tt·Ot{·-.:~~~ 
:~--Speak an Naily--Voices,_::whi_ch :has _;~~14!ck,><:~n~ --~~.i~~;_a_nd:.--..C_~lcan~,-- ~9~~--P.':"~~-

. __ ;: __ l_e_t.a~i-~tJ.:.and:' stlldent·~ ~:-~-- :~~'~ ·;w~o·--~o, _not_. ·s_e):)arat_e '_~cu_~t~r_E:" -.~:t?m ;C:;;~o~-~-1 .. 
'>. pl\i losophy.o -. --The_:-many_._.v-o_lces .,inclu~e -.the _apolitical· as well._~ as .t~e .. M:at;xist­
.-:-~Hu~~iSt; ,.-. __ b~t-,:t~e-~-~a_ tt~er fir_e ~-.a · .. ulii_l_t?.r ft.:Y, · <!e i 1 bE!'rat·el£ ~ -'mt·n_~r~_t;·y··~mq!'& the 

many voices. 1. would like--to iead -to you two of the pieces ,by J:tlac_k. .women 
contri'!lutors. One Ethel_Dunbar~_ criticises t_he white woffisn: · .. , · 

~ ri ·~~~~ ·.i\1·~--:_th i; _w6;·1 ~J".: ~~ t:._· by ~;Q_~&an:t_~-i'~_g·--: it_: 'fi!t. o ~-·~- .. ~~-t.a_·.:~~·~\e~ Y ~. 
:TOda·y t_tul't; is. why whit_e'_'wom'en can•c_·-·stt'dOwtl·to _-discuSS tJlth·.·-

. bt:Bck Wome~ ,_ibou_.t ~Women is· -p~o~bterris· •. , · vnli_te•··men baV_e ''taUSht;'tMn~-- . 
~Or _-so lorig that, .. the·:~i~are bet-ter·-_· thOil:cbtBC-t< ~Omen;·· ·e.h·ac ~~fc·:-~Cep:i ~­
coming out illl-the tiine~ t WaS·--ac·a·dt.sCUS~ion···sevel:-Bl weeks··_· 
ago on the _question of womei'\'s l."ights •• _ • where one __ White_worr.an, 

-.an· ._old j:iol_t'tiCo~ --~-liid ·'she :had juSt. left .. a: CaUCuS ·:in ··hei UniOn 'Jhich 
h~d:bee_n_-diSeu'sstni.the prOtilems.of· ':'ome·_n fn' che:·_shOD;: ThEi·_ques.: 

·-·· · .t·~on·-came;· '\ip:_of ·wht_t:e -women .ffghdng- ·to~··-ht&her :-oay, ·oecaus~·:·_: · 
... ·_ e.'r~n:_bl~.c~--~~:~·_w2ie· gettir\g ·higher \Ja'ges th.!!nc_Whtte ~:.tcirtlen;- -~ing 

·~_a· 'blB:ck WOmSn;_ ', i_t made me- angry_ tO· hriVe'' it 'put _·that"_ Way~·: be_cause 
t_t sOU:n-~_e?·,·as ~hoUgh--w.h{te women·: thought t-hey:'shinild make ·more 

'th9n bl8cli" men~ :--Bliick men do :hO-rd,- haid Work~.,, And·"there _1s:­
som~th1~-:wrong;··with th.!it ·_whole _: 111ay '0f __ :thtnkt n& •• : • :Whtte 
women have~-tO ·make.'SUre· th3e· t.he}r.-do-'not --let '·white men='mlx ·up 

___ .~hei!~~~!nk.~-~-:: --~ '·· ".::,~:.;.:,· ,,,.:-;,-;c-.:,-~,. 
The oth·er -biack. Worker ·,was cOn~erned; instead~ wi~h 'thetf.SCt-'_-~hBt 

black_ women workerS "are so busy with- other fights aroUnd ttil: ·jcib 1 and·­
raciaLdhcrl_nli_neti_.ont and _they .. f'eel these_ aTe n:or~ importai,_t _to~_ do first. 
Bu~· ~~~i:lY. .. the-y~ sh•;n:iio, ~-f:l~ (' 'g~, .BlonS io_get.her-,~:·be_c.iUSe., they:·~r_e::B(l_ :. i~· the 
ssm·e···veiO:.:. I am· fight_tr\S.' for sorl-eone- ~-~ho·-··is· a··wciinin\ _as Well aS :o_t8cJ<; 
to.me:'it'.·ts.the_s.Bffie ·fight:~, .'.:_-.·I_am divorced ~n·d.lt•s hard to:be··atone • 

. BUt'' I.~ hG·~e~:enough' to do. without 't,~kt'ng on. a~y m97.e. PrO'jeC~_s ~ ·and, men 
.- 8r'e ..Pr~j~Cts. ~':,':." ' .,_, ... 

,.Tb er~·'t:o' ~en'V t~t .men .are ~·,·Pr.c?jec.ts ~;,:to~ feel so Se'if-C·onsCiouS- about 
Wom~n- b~tn8. ~'ap.Oitt'icli.i" raiul because· :of·_-_that.' "ba_ckward") :that_ yOl(, ~h~nk 
•reoccUpation 'With thale chaUvinfsm is_ to the. detriment of. "socialist 'poll-

- tics" lea·ds; ·, 'c:~f_~,n~C~Ssity,. to ~esr.~diitB,; the .verY· conCeo~· of. x:ev_olu~iOnary 
socialism; tO- a ·verie_tY of- reformism_~ -~•a· radical. feminism. c_o~risura_t_.! 
with the refcoTniiSts• polttic31 soPhtsticatlonan·d efficacy."_ ·.:·xn·_conClu­
sion~ therefore, I wish.to turn co· a-criticiSm· of the "Left,"-old 8nd new, 
_and to do so.from the vantage- point of Marx's _Humanism • 

. ' .. ' . - ·- ' '-- -. . . 

2. Moat of ·_-th9 __ tluotcn t~at' foll~w-'Arc· f~om Claire -MO'rtorty_'s article 'in 
1_1 on:_womenis-Llberc.tion~" N..:w Politic!.~ Spr!ng 1970. Hcn.:-ever, t•_m 
actually. teklng·- issue with- the whole Left, old. llri.d new'-:. .. St:Jli'iltSt'S, 
Maoists~ TrotskYists~ i'ndcperidCtlt sOcialiSts. It JUst: h~p~ns. t.hat 
Claire Noriorty has expressed these politicos' views best. 
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"'">:~~~~,~-~,~~~:~Ot- -~~~-~y·.£h~~:;ourlg i•iarx-" who had d~m~nst;ated -~;~ -~j"~c;-~·p1:~-" !ltSte 
. 0£ CaPitalism: both·.thro\.igh •eJCt>loitaticin of labor·. atl~:.thfough.;}ln af!a~Y,sis 
-of the :ftve .sences in· _the alien.oted state that· e:cploitative,_soCle~:Y.:iJ!lpcses 
o~ th~m: "In_pJ._ace_of''llll the physiCal and spiritual senses~ there is the 
_seh:sc-·of-_ possesslon; Which -·is'. the .al!enation.-of -.all--these.:senses. 11 Fragmen­
tat_i_on_:of ·--~he:· individual· would :continue, ·:the~ ros.ture ·l1arx ,of~~th~~-Grundrisse-
S tS.tes·;•,So·-·_lcing; a~ '.we_: d~- 1-not _·reuni_te man·_; as :;doer ·and ~~inan-:a~~_thi nker. -~ ; ~ndeed, 
iiis_Ofar:: _ll.s-· tlie·.,.enS lavemtant "of ·women· !s-.concerried 1 1 t,-~cccurre.:,i~ ~!thin:~-

·~·~.!!!!.!;~~C?-Cl_e~tY~ ltse'i.~-~befo_re the institution_. of ·-slev~ry. -:•oFUtheiiitore,.·th~ 
--·-:freE:! .-UilPi:ttd·-l.aUor~Cr_"'"'ife · ahd·:.chUd: continued, after-- the-·llbolition--:of ' . 
. -:cnattel- slavCry_~·.:.-.~:-. · •. _.: . - · . :.-,-, --.... __ 

-····:> •/ -;.; ' ' --- -(.·_~ 
. '.'Mnrx·_.:s·-.. Hhole Point- is that nothing,- nothing·short.- of a new·:"th~rough­

goii.'lg·"·Nat\.n::ausm:·or Humanism, 11 that· 15 to, sa)r,_. the:' self;.development~ of 
rilei-l a·rld WO~n~:(ancl,:::fot• .that matter·; chil'cirt!n,_. for we:alLliVe··and suffer 
fr:Om fivln~f' iit'what Marx· called the-- "pre-history":_:cf ·humanity)·; ~he;-rccon ... 
·stitution of being as a laboring, thinking, passionate, whole~: being. 
slgnifi_es_ a new society. Thus the abolition of ortvate capitalism is but 

:thc""i"iist. negation."" This. 'tO'o'"m.ist be' tranScerided for "only by the 
-:s ·transce_noe_r\Ce Of- thfs:·mecHattOn.:· (communiSm) ... ~does there· arise poSitive­

·_~u_rna·~ysm·!. b_e_~ir:.ning f~_om· "i-tseif.;"3 

._- _AS-We;·h3:ye .. 'sh-~n;-;·~tht's~·is;not onl·y the yoUng M3i-X ~1844);:-bUt::th~ 
MerX __ -'of. the GrundiiSSe··(lss7)'. Indce·d~- it is Marx-at his':_highe'st pOint 

... _,.,_:o( .. ~~t:-_iy·:l~_},- (the?ret_ically~-~~1!1, Can't.t;lll ;_ Piect!i::'!!ll:.·;:~d-id ::cHticill-ly;''1n the 
:;._ ... _l'ar~_s·-cornlllUrie).'- and ·a_ll''tha Way until- his_ deaih -t_n·:l883~ 'Tfie ·fetiShiS:Iil-

· th-at.· Marx: 'liftS Off. ficin the Coirmodtt:y..:fOi-ni: is' nOt: onlY -fo!. purposes of 
shoulng-_t:hat what appears tn the market ·~s an ·eqUal exchar.ge· of, things 
1.~•:--:ln. re.a.llt_v, an _exploit_athie _relati('lnsrip of capite! ·to lebo~. et-· th-=.;­

.. _p-oint ·of· P:'roduC_i:_-iOit~ • .-·-· It ·.is: a-lsO, 8nd above ·811·, •'to demonStrate· that "the 
"fari.t.Bst~:;.;· aO~:eare'ric~" ·!·n· true·. This; is- Wh8t human relations have--be·eotne · 
in class--societvFlabO-r··t-.aS ·become rei fled·, made 'into· a thing oas·-tf --labot.· 

·were no···more·'t:hsri an ·extehSion of· the machll'!e.· Therefore· the' old ·muat be 
"·overthroWn, rOot and branch - .. it~ ·11 ideology" (felse consclousness)·;·as 
··-~ell as ·tts·exploitation. .,. : 

~):~.t'7_:-~- _o·r e~-~-h~.~- sre:Sp~~ the Pnk of cont!nult-y~"O£:today~S 'st:rivings· 
-·-. ,.w!~O--that -which Mc,_rx··saw _emerglng, _or listening :to ·new voices,_ -today's 

"''"MiirilstSn 'themSelv'eS 'are the b~st examples of Narx's_ concept of _ideology 
as false_-cOnscious-ness. They look upon themselveS as '"the-·leaders; 11 --or 
a_t _l_east _the politicos_ who can offer- "a rational t"eas~essment of_ feminist 
·id-eOlo_gy, '.'-_:And look ·doWn upon·:today's new_ 'women rebels es "ooolitical, 11 

·as ·-'tf pOlttlCS were the equivalent 'of a Philosophy,O£ liberation. They 
·are lnserisltlVe ·eo ·the dlstrust the -rebels entertain towaid·-them because 

.:--:they-_C8r\not _-concf!t:ve th8t· th2 Homen's Llberntfon Movemc_nt hns--a- Point 
t.?hen- l_t constde;rs thi! · J:!ollt icos ns no more· than still- rinothe_r·~:.rroup_ that 

... _wiRM-8 to treru:forrn th:::::: !ntc rr.er~·:auxillnrtea or· othe-r muvll!:!ments.< :whether_ 
ihP.:·Y_~,a--r-e -~9-ke"d ·meretY:'to form_a. -ucominltt_~e. tO Supp~he· SoCialist Workers 

-3.Mnr>:'s, __ no~ ·rnmous Ec:onnmlc-PhH..iRophtc MAnu!leript!'l~ 1844, hllvo 
undc.raonc. __ .mt~ny ~_ngllsb transln.t1onR •. l ~m quotl_na my O\o.lt! ~~l_eh ~1"--:. 
~r:_riic:d fls- Appendix A· t'n M11rX iSn-i ·-3Qd Frc·ecom. ' · · · 
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PartY Ca.r\dtd8teS·,n 'or th.ey al-e !nvitect~·~t.o~ __ bl:'J.l:.~i~jab_~T ,P~t:-~y,_~~-};b~~-~ 
-disgust·· !s th6 earpe. They, _are sure-_t.hey __ are . beirut used, when ~OrJleOne 
_·lUCe--Clalre. !'ioriarty::rushes to· the wrong conclusions :that,--!'Just.:es the 
·'NegrO pi'oblem'- 1a;: ·in:reaU ty a White pr'oblem,·•;chauvlnism shou1d:._be~;:._-. : 
the·Co.ri.cern~·of_.:tnen-.u- :,.. .. • ~>-' "'.;-·J ~-~- ·-r·,· 
'• - .-.~·><,·~,o·· ~ :~> ~- " ''' .. • 'I'-' 

:Thfi :trUth=:. is_ ;:th~---e-~ct _ -dppoSt te~, _:-Wlli_ le; ·soclalis-es.~vere,_tbUsy _·_pr~~ 
:··ct8Ym!.'ng-~the ~-i!iipos'sib111 ty- _for._ NeSrocS_ . tO:• sOl Ve.:::the: "Negro. ~-oroblem~.' -··.-:'.by 
thenlset.veS; "_··tho~ blacks p't'oce.eded to/_ereate·:.:thelr-.cnn ;lndeoendent;~ss 

·•. 

· ri-.oVC_ri\eitt-. --:~_-~It_-:: l s::no_t · labo-r- or.,!'social ism" whiCh __ oc-t_ed :a.s.:c8tsly~t_:; f():: ~­
bOth-; the ::·ant 1-:-.war ;_moverrl.eut -, .and,:_:.1ndeed; · s2!ve bi-rth_~ to:_·a -Whole~:;n~w.~se-Rera­

-__ t.ton·:of _'yevO lutionaries ~-'-- trvt:. the .. bla_ck revolut ton·: which ."--as~ both c~ta lyse 
--and.reas_on, and eo~tinUes- to--be that ceas-eless mOvement.toc!!I•. ~~~~~~d .-
:that-. the. Women rebels are now.to consider. male chauvinism'"the cor..c~rn of 
·-·manu_, may·- sound.·.as".thuru:lCI-ous :_as--.Simone ~e BeAuvolr•S Second~ Sex i.( it ls 

a he" who- proclaimed-- it early.· and loudest)-,.. and may ._.produc'; a. ;=ew-: mor~r:--
-·,Women uho :hev:e·: made it:: in. a· man!s wor).d. _.-_ But-~ the:movcment .-was ~r.~at;:_~d, 

not· .. by ~et •: but_, b)r .. the!_]e. "apolltica 1 n_, won-.en who took. -~ttcrs ... in~o ._the ~7 
CtA_Il:·._ha_~s-..' -. .-·- · ... "-: · - -:': ., 

, _/: T-h~-: whOle attit.ude_; of·. today~s.'•,'Marxists"-- tO w.O~~·.S~-~~·b~r~~~On. ,i_~ 
n(?t_· h~lpingt.- but endangering _the. mo~Jement: just vhen: it· ys. t-;-.Yi,ng, ~?.~ pyer~ 
come its- O'Wn_ empir.icism and distrust:. of; ide~logue~ and 1.s 'beg.tnni_~:,:.o 
search for thP.oryt for ·e total philosophy that is_ a way of life in search 
of other_, life_ force_n _of_ Uber~t.i~"'!- ~~-o. wc:-1~ look, ~~~_be._~hol.e m~_n-_as they 
.look t_~ b_e,:.whol~ women~ Comq;unlsts, Socialist:~,: ~Totskyl,sts,. Ma~ists 

_.an.d_E-V!=~,Fi.d~_listas __ cal\nOt, afte:r all,_ h~de._the ___ ~Sc_t-·_thaF_• des;p_l~e t~~ 
. -_-;:C:~.~f-~~~!.- ~~_vol:Ut i~:t:Wl-y ,wO~en·,,-~nd-. t!iany .)t)art~_s-,_---~~e_re:· _h.as_)?~,~-~,-~~ '.:,.~only 

;._al"'!e,_ womah who r.as served not only'as. revolutionary_ muscle:· but revolution .. 
arY.-.thaore~YCia·~ ~- R~sa- ~uX_ernbtirg. . :. _, . ~-"" ·_ :..-;~ ',_: -- -·.,- - ~ ~-_,-.: . ·' -- ..!...~':.: 

-: ,--:---._ <:·_ we:-_rte~e.d_, ~heQie~_icie_n~· Wflp, c~n-.fa'ce_-tod_aY•_s __ prObl:e~~ <· __ j_t{'l_~.--t~~: ;that 
--. ·:_ WOir~n ;theoTet.lCit(nS--cS.n_ be .i'c':-eated" -nEiit:.hel: .. v_ia t'sols_tiOn' frOm. men;_ 'hor . 

. -by :sPendii\g :~11 the iT t-ime'· denouncfng_, mate· cheUY_lrii_sm-.-:--:·But -_why~· be:_· So_:;_ 
.-·-feai-fuL-Of~~~'eXceSSes:."-:- ott"_che: question of :.'fighttn8: ·male __ .ctia\rVlnlsmi-.a~d 

whY~be· .. so-:e~·ger:--a ___ oe·aVer·· in getting _wOmen ;''t_o_·/partiCt'pat:e"--ln_~·the_ wOrking 
'Out- 'of -~'PoJitical_ strategy'! that: you ar·e led·to.-p1Un8,e:J.nt'o··a9_91tit~e··:S'sse_r-

- t10it1. Thus Claire Moriarty writes so. glowingly of·tecbnology-that"it.~ 
woUld •Oppear J.t -has .indeed "elJiDinatC:d" '!'Ot:bing .:.~hort ·_of-- the -;'~~~.conven­
-lem:e of .pr.egr.ar.cy"!.!: ·.Natu-.:-::lly . .:::he didn't. mean the-absurdlty_that,_:· 
loose phrasing makes it-SoUnd. Dut how could she have nlipoed . .'int.O-such 

. b!:arre: eXpresSions? · · · · 
. -··. 

The answer lies d~ep in the recesses of the conceot of.the .b&ckWBrd­
·.n~J:ss of the npollttcal women.. s~ Weighted down ts sh~· by this __ et~tiSt. 
concep~-~-that she ls 1e4 1 nexor_ab_ly ___ to vulgox:l ze M;ar_x 's sr.e~~.:!s,t --~ t s_co- ~ 
uery: Hist-orical- Materia Usm.-- She ao sharply separntcs: t.he- ideal from 
.the nsaterlal that she can write: "Glven oilr oonttion as historical ma."ter--

. ial ~si:s .-. we:·understand' that changes in consctous_ness: 'do not_ pre"C;eC!e ·_b_ut' 
, .cccomp~ny, 1fis_t1tut~o~a_l change,· hancat 1t:)s rel~tlvcly Crultless ·ror 
women to attempt to comhat male chDuVinstm. •• .: ~ ~• 

There, the cilt .. finally Js out ,of _the bag.,_ Along wHh the concept of 
the backwnrdness of t)lc apol1tlcal \~Omc_n 'is the··conceot .;,f the in-mobility 
of the males {rom the·tr d.omtnsnt position. PoOr' Mnrx! To a·ll t.he vul­
gerh:llt!an the: bourgeoisie -A.ttribtlt.-9~ to his discovery of hlatortcll!_ n-.eter-
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tausm, we_. ~~w have- an·: f~d~-P~ndiln~-':soc·l'aust' blerntns .that ~·hiStortc dts­
cov-=ry · fc;:r ;;-.olti:-.g. !. t '!r2 let!. vely· frUit 1 ilr.s . for. women. to· at tempt, to com~ 
bat male chauvinism"-! 

·_ ·t;tS_i:~rl_~--1 ico:n~~tio.ris,, tt 1_S _tr"ue··, ___ deteraiine c-Onsci_ciUSrieS-s,-~ilot vice __ 
ve'rali, __ a·S · we·'lOdl<·_:ot · ·l{ _htst'Ortcat stretch.: of_ the' __ d-~yetc~pine\,£,~0-f_ 'mankiild' ,: 
t_nl:'oUii~"hiStOr·y~ -_.-HiStory --~~ proCe!;s -;:_~-_is\::diS:t'e'C~~~cs._ · ·:'.'Evel:-V uni't_-)~: ~ iri-~"-­
ves __ ted _Wli:h~: tt·s.··_opp_Os_t"'Ce~~- _The"' fUture_·- is .inher·ent'" in'- the ·pre·sent. __ ,_The_·~"­

. oppO~enf.Jo'rc~s-~ t.o_. tne· ·exi~~t_ins :~Ocif~ty not-~Onty_-.f:tght:-:it·;_·bu't'sa,i:rl---t_he· 
· c~onsC_tciU3i\eS·e{:both -·aboUt··thC·;--SiSnif"t'C"onCe "of.- ~ __ the"ii ftght -and ·ilti-·tncftr~a:;_· 

cion of ·a "dir:ection toward that ·fUtUre.·· OthC~fs·e·-·MarX.WOUld''Oevei h8ve· 
been· able to work out· a philosophy of revolutt·On;· We'Wo_Uld have·_·-r~Cmriiri.ed 
the -one-di_rr.ens_tonal_ men and -women Herbert MaY'_c:use th_lnks we' are._:--

·- - Th~_ :--~~~:l~~-~~i~·>:~_0·en -~~ thC: bri~~:~~-ts ~-i~:~:ai'{i~:-·:~,~;;_~~~-- c·d~-c~P~t:;·. wBs,_a: ~- _.· 
gyeat:' Vo~age_~~ of·, _d.i_scOverY_ -~~r,· __ all-be~aus·~ -"_it :1.~.(· !JS; __ s·c:~ _t_h_e·-:_'Sntils:Oni's~ic'·· 
duality of-~oppos_iilg fdrce_s.-living' ,in the_ ,same 'natlOfl• coUntry, -world.· 
Hege_l '~s.-;&e~l:_~~- ~~a~ .·tq'at. --the yeJ:y pr_Oc~esS ___ of)'cibOri_ng: Oio~u(!~~d/ ~~ _th~, ._ ... · 
slave$<;_e "m~~~ of_ his_ own."_.- Marl{ ·e~Px:e~.sed th_~~- rr.or:e. c~r:ct;~~-~~y -~-~~ c~m­

_,prehe.tlsively _~hen .he., said the ve_rY .. ~lt'_e'nat i(;ri ,o.f _the. la,b~rer. P.roduces '_'a_ 
ques_c for unive.rscility.;~ ·.!£--that we:r\3 riot sos hurnar.ity·m_isht_-·as well 
wait for- the P.1oon._-to_ visit-_ ~at:th! 

. c~·cr;pare .the_-:Con:iining walls, butl't: _by t_cd!!.y~s MayxiS~-~ wi.~h _-che Vie' ion 
cf :~_'I'?C ""?ho could des_citbE; ~ea.lth''in the f,4_tUre iJ1-._the Grundrisse: 

\-Hl~~;th·~ -:na-do~:·b~ii;:seoi·~- -:form _has_ beer\ peeled: a_way, ·-wha·t 'iS .. -­
.~.;!_ea_!t.h 7 ·if _ri•.:.t'- -t;'he UP.tVE.isalitv :·or_ neetis,, _capaCicteS, _.enjo}r;r.ents, · 
prcid~-Ct i_ye ,:poWers, :et.c~ ·of ·:i'ndiVi<3u-81s·;·-:P~~·&uced- \i~.-- u~iVe:s81 ~ e.x_: _ 
char.gc.? "What; .. if ._not the' full- develop;nent of human _concrol ·over 
the fO~ees·-.·or-- !<.a~!.!re; --·-those· ·of .... his· oWn nature- as::well. Ss .. those _ 
of Sci .. called 11 nature"? What,· if not the absolute ·elabOr.ritiOO.-·· Of-'".· 
h~~-->~reat;\ye;Cl~S·FC?.~J.c,~on.s, ·without any prc.c~ndit~ons _ot_~_r than 
antecedent· -hi'storical ·_evolution which_ makes the- totality·_ of ~thi_s 
CVolUtion·:.:~ i_~e- _the_'eVotutiorl._O_f_ all human po,~e:rs·as--such;un-

. ~~s-~~e~-bi/any._·previOcS\y est:ablished=yardstick ---an·· end ·in -' 
its~lf~·-·_ what is -this, if_ not a situation- where man'_dOes not: re-­
prodUce::h:mself. in< anv"_determine·d- form, but ''Produces 'hiS totrility? 

'"~here'hE(does· il.Ot'Seek~t-o remain something"formed by·che~pas~·;· , 
but is in the absolute movei.ent of becoming?· · - · · 

The :_,:m~Cp.let}ess o~ tOd~y'_s -w~tr.en•s Libet-~tion M_ove~~-t is that_' ic _ 
dares· t;:o·,c~ape~e _wha~ is, incl~ding the ·male chau'!ifl:ism_-not only und~r 
caplt~Hs~: b'!lc· lOI_it~in t.he revoluC!<mai'y -!JloVement i~self ~ speaking· 
even w~th".fem~le· voices.· To fear to ex'pose· this male chsuvtnisin lends 
to hel'pl~_~SnesS·. _TO face·reCiH;y," and -tO_ face:tt __ -noC __ thr~Ugh sh_eer _ · 
vcluntarism, ·bUt: ~it~ full- awareness· of· all tl\1!-· fo:i-ces ·:lined 'uP<against 
us, ·_is tha. one· wa~ :to aSsure th~ ·coalescence_ with'_other _revolutioru~ry_ 
forces, 'especially labor which is so strategically placed tn'· production 
and hcs its own bl,ae:k d1mc:nsion .. No doubt ·we will not fully overcome"­
malc et-~U:Vfn~Sin· __ so 'toOg-_as ctass.socicty axlSts. But-We clin·and will 
break Up _J~s _rr.onolithism. : We .!=nn _.n~d will_ w_ttness the development of· 
women _therr.selveS ·not· orily .as· force but··as-·Yeeson. \ole .can and wUl be 
o catlilyst not __ only, ~or ;oUr development Ds ·au-ro~nd humari-bei_ngs, but 
el!io for th_Ht of ·rnen. The fl'l'st-Step.in:.that di.Tecw;ion 19-.to meet' the 
challenge as it appearS, _every~here it Dppears, any time \t Tears its' 
head, undeT no rontter what. disguises. The flrsC act of liberation is 
to demand bnck our own heads. 
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YAR WORLD, AND. THE O!.D RADICALS* 
._• ~ :; . 

·.·: 
-;_--_. 

_ ·_~;:, ,_p~ri_ng .t:he. _wor 
1
_. Jo_men __ b-y t~e_ millions_ left the kl tehEm __ fo~ _the 

fact_Ory._·-.--:,The phySio&nomy ·o.r- _the: lribor force ch<lnSi!i!--:verl'' Co-n!:tde·rably, 
and Wit.h .:it_Jo-. the,,Y.e'tattoriShtps' ttl' the home. Bu·t·-.th~is '!S-----by no· rttean·s-·a·.:. 

· c'oiDPlEit-ed- b<ittl~~ , __ -_The: Te,_,o-tt;.-or ·_the wC>men··,·:_\fh1ch~_big·an aU·rh•g-~ thC:<"~:- ~= _ 
war;_-. did -Jt-ot: fiiid,·W-ith -t~-e- etid-~()f _the·· war.. Q9ite··tlle·_ eo·ntrar·y, · "lt--h&~ ': 

· tiltehsl_fied·. <~t ,ts:·a·-daii'_y·~- ati'hcurly ___ St_rtigSte 'tn which:-_the_ wo~ll'WOntS-· 
t_o .'est.ablish.- neW·.~rel.ati_O_nS ·wtth her· :husbBnd~. ·With the chlidit:!"-0.·;:-Wit:h. ··:::• 
9~~\:ier_:_~o~~~,~-_.and:,?t~er_,.-~~~-·-·-- , ,_ 1_ ·- • • ;.-~: • ~,. 

FrOni 8f1 --~h{~-;,, _.t.he ·ra·di-c'St ·'PArt!~~ were as isolated ·as the"y··are··. ·­
.frou.1: the .~o~.s ~~me.nt _l_n S&net'al. -~ut ;the_ new·_-1m~r_1nt--that_ the 
women we_re· 'nliktng _ill SoC.tecY Bs a \r:h~le'.;:could ·no_t_ teaW·"th_e···oa_rt.ies 
unaff_ecte_d': _ imd _the 'st~ru_g.gle. ___ burst __ -otit· there -whe_ri t_~e inen bes~n--b;-_ :· · 
return from·:_the. War. an_d resUine ·the'~r Old ·-po-sts • evE:_n: aS· tt': d_1a_ ·tn- ·. 
_bouige"oi~ ,S_()Ciety_; ~uc tt _was_· so_ ·_wrtipP,e~ -'uP t:tl MarX~ist: ji..rgorl·_,cha't -lc·,_:· 
was _n'7t-: al.WSys, _easy -~o:. _see ·t:tta_t __ 't;>et\<O'·een_t·he p_art·y···arid: ~ourieOis_ _soc~ety_­
t'bcT~-waS.~rio Desic dist;irictron on·chis.-very'baslc queScfOri~: ·-.. · ·.·.· ""'··-···.•.·-

" . . ' . --- - --- . ' '. " . 

To get_ a concept of the smaller battle in the ·party-,· -1 t ·iS. fie·st : .. : 
, tO .see .i.t_.in--society_a_s _a whole.first. The mass movement into the 
... friCto:o:!~f -~;;.·~- ,~_oked-~llpCln _with ~uspfclOn by _men·-~in __ C:'hC- Same'. manner~ os_ 

the first·· movement· Of the N.iS:COeS rinto iO.dustrY;' before ·thC ·t:ro:' '"'Ould 
they brh'ti. their. \lorkitig condi t-lons and standards_ Co_wn_1_·:~:'\nd _just 

·as the;_.Negio.~s--_ Pt:OvEid t:'O be lbyal.:feltOw· w_Ork_erS·~- so did ihe'W_orilt£ti·~ 
On~Y~. th~-~wO_~.ar. ;lc)ok"ed. _at _..th~ !Tien ~i_th~s,l}spiCion,_ -··tn_o_ :_:· ~-wl\~ ·;c __ he_se: 
trv .. to~d·Om_i~t~- tbem 'if(the fac.~oi:-y Eis-_thtiir hUsbailcls,·-.f~the-rs·; .. _ · 
br~~_ij.e~-~- _fJO. ~ 1-n _the --h~\r.e'l _TheY ~ere ·-·dete'-rmin'e'd that no:s·uch triiAA :; · 
should ht!ppen._, -· - · · 

.,, -~W-~en:~t~_-.wp~~-n a;; human b'~fnSs. prove~ ·,to h~ve_ ~':ci'a"~-~>- iO_yaicy, 
the:.m~n ~oosen(!!.d .. up sufficiently ln thelr relations to t;LOte- tha~ in 
fact soroci:hing.,new had happened on the Arneric:on scene: not onlY _the_ 
women ti.-. 'fac_t_orleS~~- but :eVer\_. wh-ite. cOlllir.t.:omcn;::::telePhone WorkeTs' and 
such~: _tOOK _to:."the.- picke·t :1t'ne_ ·and· mas's wOrl(er. ·approSCh_~ . The)r_,·~atd_.~ of 
the. awsketi.t~g·-·_of ·."these-:.. r.ew strata --1n:· ch.C: · p(ipUlat ion:· n1- didn_•t:-__ ~OQw 
they had it ·i~ them • .,.-- · - · , ·.·----; ; • i; 

They.,also.dldn't know that the women workers "'ou!d 
11
have .lt in 

themn tO __ come __ home-and wiSh_· to-esta1JliSh new relations there,~too. 
There the men si:.Opped." · The'_wornan was: still· expected·· tO~do all. the '; ~ 
ho\ls~work~_-and·-:~Ske \!are of 'the ch_lldrEin~ and sta¥ _at _hOOO,WhU.e_.th~ ·, 
meo_we_~c--~:nJt~to. play_' poker. The_women. :hOw_ever, _took-_ thelr_'new rOle 
~~ pr9d~1Ct ion··~er1ou~l_y~ -tbtiy. sain·e·o: a· new_- ctSntty ·n'nd _a-·,hew ~conci:Pt' 
of what:thei'i· 'rElations'to their fellowmen "and fellow""~men·sh'ould-be~ .. 
snd they refused to submit" to-the subordinate role in ~hich·they hao ·. ' . " --- -- .. ,_ ... -- . -- - . . . . ' . '·:.· ·-
* Tl:ti~ _articiC'_~~nslSts ~f .excerpts from a·n.~.mpubilshed .. ~Ough--~r~rt 

of .an __ esst~.y. _"D-o.1r 0:-gani:~tion,'-'_ wr_ltten .. by- Rnya Dunayevska~a· ln 
19!H.".'~t ·~as_repi"inte~ in Notes on Worr.c!n•s·t.tberatton-:·-we ·speltk .-,-,, 
in Manx"Voices,_ Ne.ws l\< Letters CCimmi~tees, 1970~ The __ en_t~re_·ess~y 
is in )._i~_~_"Raya ~unayevs:..aya Collection, r::ayrlC St:ite·-~niverS.tty'- .. 
Labor ·~rchives, Detroit, M! 48202. 
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_, 
:been placed .i;t:the hoffie:.bcforc:. they -got.--th~ir-:f:::Ctc:-j."::job::: •. ~ So·:,:--.o· 
_where they C:Oulc:.r.~t-t·!ark·~out·-the::: .. neW relations;· tht!y. took t~·-breakirlg 

. uP_. the hOtries;- .. ~evon -loJhere-:it· meant;~the "Woman.'would.·become•the :Sole -:~"­
.S~P?C?T~'·.al9o~o£·:·her -Childr-ano.-.· --~. .,_; .. -. 

,_,' ~- ' ' 

Th~·-_p0litic1~ns-~thoUght~.-.Bti-. that was- needed to··reestabllsh:Jthe 
sta_bility; of:_ the .. home·:waS t.'O;·,·giVe-:the ,·women:·-.:.a~few:,Posts l_n: the 
·government,~ bUsi"neSs;:-the:·army; -:arid point with: pride to·. the :_expanding'-· 

-- _An:erican ~conomy and all.-·the>.gadgets- fOr the kitchen'to inake··life ·' 
eaSier for: "the little ·-:.:o·man." 

No~ ·:_-~o-~:~~::~-~-6~n-~--- :i~~/~~~tEiBorically-~-;:efus_~d.-_to _ re~-~~-- an ;a~~~~d~>' 
ase tO the ffien;_· .. ~:They_-wished.-co-have nOt:·- oftlY-~sex::.Ul_ but human·~_rele.tions .. 
wi_th. the~. They:·were~ out searching for 8.- total r'eoj:gani:t:et tori -of· 
society~--; In- that~ sea%-ch, Some-: wornett.· also came .-to 'the. radical: parties. 
These- radical._-parties: failed~ to recognize this-· new concrete: revolution­
ary- ~orce--in soc't'ety, but that force _recognized-~~ fo~ :·it had set 
up new standa:rda by-V..hich to _Judge this ··so-called· rcvolutioncry 

·movement·. " " 

·t.n:that ·same period-,· at the_ end of the' war,· a' fight broke out ln. 
tt;e W?rkers-' ·Party:,: -over_ their·. faih.ire:~ to grow. They. loolced,-- not 
to the·type .. of pr_opaganda_·- they had put cut __ which Was·_governed by-_their: 
view that the;A~rican'maSses:were- nbackward!'-. ··J No, they-looked---only; at··. 
the ~ _flho .had, carried· oat.- the ,li~e and~- sine~ these tlapPened~ 
to have been women: who had~replaced-.the _men in: all posts where­
ne~ded,-.-it··~as,against._.them that .the--fight .had Started.-!:::..-.--:' 

·-'-; ~ • '-,! ;,:-

For_ -the· firRt time, our _tendencv. which~had Oeve_r_-_p_atfa~y .:lttencion 
to struggles between .. memberS- for,_poSts,-- began .. to .pay accent ton to:::· _: .. 

·this· one.- ·For.-!.t was- clea:i:-,·thDt·.t.his was not ·an indi..,ldoal question,':-· 
~but here a ,social problem.WSg involved. 

We-:_'~ame~ to-: th~:def:e~~- ~f- --the .women who-- had occupied the post· 
of city organizf!r which was,.now being -contested: "What -is· thls 
bourgeois nonsense oL:ehe men returning to. their_ posts as if the 
-;.:;oomen: ~he ~ha<;!;~done __ A_l_l.:the workdu:i_n& .. the, war: years,·were· not. genuine 
poli~ical 'leaders, but j•.Jst oubstitutes'i'o But this--.:new--eicmenl WD::i_<,. 

buried in the old politic~l term.~: it is your political line, not. the 
person executing it~ which brought about this mess. ~nd stultified 
the p&rty 1 s s;owth .. "· 

:Our own use of cld Political t'e't'ms., instead of seeing the en­
tirely new element--that the Woman QUe!lt\on,cin and of· itself, was 
playi:-.:;-_ ~;_nee·roV~)· _nnt __ alone: outs-ide. but inside, the orgllnization-­
left us: unaware· of- the signiftconce- that··women, · ,t'ti- increeS_ing: (aumbon.-~--­
wer~ workers~--- _Ot-~e woman--1n par!:iculnr·-hnd :~.s;;:::c:!el p:-oblem.--s!nce ··< 
she had a 12 year old child' end-no<husband-. But .. \.:'e·pa!d no-filpee:iaL.-~.:­
sttention to_ this problem as if; to the extent that it was not just 
a personal but a social problem, it was in ariy cRse unsolvable under 
cOpitaU.sm •.. _That 1s the r.10nst!~:ms trap that awaits all who do not· 
see the new- in a situation,:. and we ourselves almost ~ell into it. 

What pr~~ene~d 'us fi·.-Om so· 'doing- iri- this ·case was Our rankS', 
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-and esj:te.cia_lly·the· wo~n._ Fir_st, _one_ thing was' clear; Thet·e was. a new-~­
type: cf respor~e :tc~:ce%-_t~in.-:histor1c :-incidents_·. wh1ch:would.:stress:7:' 

·"the' ilff1ni_t_y ·of the:.stiuggle.-._of~Negroes-.and~·women .. in Amer1c:ac,;!1 • The, -··-. 
new \.1omcri .members·~-1n:_-ocr_~_tendency.·.w_ou"ld·;listen,_ for. -exnmpte,. to'-:the-; 

_-·.- -rel£\,tioft.shiJ) bet_wiaen the. Women's Rights MoVement': -8nd~_the::-Abol1tionists,' 
· ·to the· fact_. th3t: Fi-e'derick Douglass waS the only one·,-- even _.among:.th~· · · 
· J\boU t_icin:lstS·,_~·-who:o·was·..:willln&~~to chair .. the, women~s-:meeth"'.S~.· as_:tf .-;.:: 1 . .- .. 

t_hi_S wa_s· SO_~thing·_·-th'at-.!OCCUrred ·:nOt -·_in~ the_-. I JQ's·' __ Of_-the·_~ laSt:.: century;: ... <. 
--.but-. sO_mcihing··- that _:tn.: one·, form: or snother· they.·were encountering, ·:-,-: .. : 
,_right nO~' dailY~ :at.the·berich~- and- in-. the:-- home. -L:'_·::·"".' 

·. · Thes~·:hiS~O:-ic questions assumed that contemporary coloration 
because ·of·,_ the _urgeney-of,t~eir,present--revolta·. What, was-· -pushing-­
it_self. Out~8Td- tMs- the intetistcy.and, totality 0£ the,·approacha -. By.' · 
·continui·nz, .'her:-revolt~_daily _bt --her,. home, the. women ·were, giving a new;· 
dimension.-to. P,Ot'it:-iCS ~ ._·, She·:uaS~- by .. pas·stng the:spEictal·ized· org8n1zatJp,t:t: 

·of_ wOmen 'and looking.·for a. new;>a tt)tal ,way out-. r This our. own·. women 
werl! sensing by_~ theii_ n_ssociation·. with thei-r. shopmates. -and· th~ prole,..­
tariari housewiVes· in' their· neighbo~hoods.: -· 

_It was. from these new social .types among the masses outside 
that our_women'were;gettlng new impulses. They were findsng· their_ best 
friends" :moreoVer~,-, not· among. the, so~called ;revolut.ionarle·s, on: the·· 
inSide;·:,but. Smong;st·· t.heir shopmates on the· otrt'side'. Jf•'thls--had 
brou8ht· ·,them--into c;onfliet with the. petty-bourgeois -women in the~: 
Workers'· Party.~-·tt.· reached.·eVen a-.· greater. t.ntens ity when they: &egan-·: 
-talk1~-_to the: women, in the_Sociulist·'Workers· _Party;_which OlJr tcn-
-dei1cy.had.rejoined in:Tl947;· When.:.it·looked as .. if they:were--at~·-least.· 
:iet~lning -.t~eil:- _revolUtionary -perspect-ive on the- Amel"1can scene .• 

-.,Our __ · rank::_ and file t.:orflen: fh:st:came into conflict with·the women in 
t.he SW_P because -.somc·- __ occup1ed the same· subordinate position thst .. ·c"'­
women did in-bourgeois society: they. worked to support· theJrLme_n, 
who were "1Cade:-s11 in the- party •.. They were equally hostile, however, 
to the women leaders~-·tn the part)' who-looked to them like-the:carecr 
wOmen~in the. bourgeois worl-d.:~·Thcse·weren't the-new-sOcl_al. types·: 

't:hey--·Were meet:ing-'on-the outside; ~ho-added a neW" dime.n.<~ion--t6 the .. - .• :::­
American' che~aeter·by thei~· present revolt~ Not at all. They were. 
Women wlth 'S ."ritlssion11--t0' .lead ·other. women. ·The- str'uggle was one of 
the ra_nk __ and fUe ag_Sinst' the leaders, ~18le and fen_lale. 

The fir.o;t incident came about as follows. Our ranks'had.becn 
talkln8 to their shopmates and to the n!dghbcrhood women and from· 
t~(!m theyrbegai\- t_o· get· tales __ of t'Cvolt', descr'ibed rather bro_adly 
"above; bUt very· vividly &nd concretely- by these_ women-fret~ the-out.;. 
side. --one· young woman of our tendency stated 'that the Woman Question-· 

· wa~ ·not ·&olll~thitlg merelY;·hlatorlc,-· ;:md she-for-: one wna: not Interested 
in the development of matriarchal societiest but instead would like very 
much_ to talk--about the women of todny; the revolt that is still 
going on. 

\Jhen she ·was permitted to- pl"escnt her __ : little talk, the tr .. "llc· 
intellectuals 1 istenCd, amused. whi la the-ir cutstonding wo!T' .. '1n· leader· 
stated' that the only rent solution was for women not to be women. 
~his--was the very same woman who, in electioneering. Wore ·tight skirts, 
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with a ,slit- on :the .. , s\de,~_nnd._ advised _-ol!_:r _wOman ·comr_adci, .wh:ri 'was ··haT 
jUrit.or :1 ri: ::a·mpB t:gnt ng-_i;.:'t"i~u ~,;e·; g~(~ ~~~-:~S'e-:~~-~~-. ~-~-;~~J~~ :;,---:; 0:~~~:::.L: .. ~2\ 

. _._ - _ The __ rr.an~tshne·s·s.-__ Of ti,ese.:S"I'lP>Wcmcn, .. -on_-the one·_-hand,-.and-thei-r _, 
,:· mawtc.lshne_ss ,-~ on: the_ other 'him'd,· . .w8S:-_t_oo ·.much, .not::' only· for the_ Women 
-:_.-: iil~_()UrJ_Ce_ndet\Cy; :~_bUt~: tne}--rsri.k _··and~ f i te-::WOmeri';fn~-the-.: 5\-Jl' 'alSo· begat\·.~tO 
· ·_-r:~_.beY~~-~-~--.It".~Was:.~ lmPoSS iblei~ the}/ SSid·,~ tc( Driil.g} arouncJ;'pr_Dlet:'ariBm ·, , i-~ __ i.\:.6 ;r _ . 

.. -_, _.- ·Women~·an_d\ have_: theii.: leadeiS:=' Sppe_ari!as·~Mttli rig'Jbut' -"E:xcept 1()nhl:\.~ ~--·_,-::,~. :.:_-~> ·-: 
T,to~in'i_;~_:' _The_re:··was_ .n9~'t:le,re:- a_:_co!\Cept ·-; o_f_· the . que-stion _bein&.:·a. sOcial_:· · · 

-- ·:· _ . :qu'e'~tlOt\~ .. ;:_Tha'Se7 wOmen: 1e-adial:S~had:.tnere1y .-reduced~ the't-_who~e: fight~ to·_, . 
.--~£_ ~Shth\g:-(f_or~=poStCfons~: i. n·::·{he ?Sft:y··:_i t·self· ... :?2rid ·_ad::US'!l\g~~nl-.1 ~;and' ~;--r,_;;. -~~" ~ J. 
_? ... si.~:~?.i:)'._~~~~::~??:'~~~~ -~h~irii· -!-)f-· nfn8te: ehauvitifam·~ "i~;-~ .-;.~ :·:o: :' '-~---_-::--:-_·~·?"':'<:<_ .. <;~ft.:-·~--:·:.'.·.·.:~-~.,,·-~.-.: ... 

-.... :'_"f'i'?•-;'."~ -:-;~ ,·j_1'"-',; -:;.•_-:_-r . -·-
···) ,-.,-•-~ '•-· -.•::-,··:_.\J:• :c'),.;~:.-: .': 
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--. • ~- ·;~-:· ... ,; .·_; ·. -~:> . _n_,'"2' 
·~(.:';(·-·· --;)-- -~,~-~--- :..-': ' - • • -··-·- '("'<;; ,.._:, • -·· \ ~ 

some .. _ One hui\dred--'ycel:S--_ago.~when:,a great Ira.nisn woman, -~he, poet .Gora";" 
-- to18iri, ra_ise~"' bet:·? _banner:_._ag_SJris't _.t~e. d()ubl~:~opp~e·;;~~o!'l ... ~~i-~~~ri!~~d~!~-·!~1.!­
dal!~.m, · she_:_.-1'?~-~-- h;~r-t·l i fe :._th,r;o~g~._,he!.-,_s;:~g~le_;; ~ :--: , __ :; ::· ·>-~:· .. :j.:- .:\t·-'-- :-.- :- ~.-:. -.,.:.~ :.-,·,··;: 

- ev:~-~-~)-~~~~~~-~~~--~ars ~~~~-,~::h~· ~ 99J .. ~-~~-~,;{~~ ~~!\-~-in j:~~-~~- ~.(tne~·se~t':;~~:~~;~J: 
__ t: !ve p6rtlcipat_ion:. Of.~ at 1.:; women; in __ stru~gle·;. ~..,,~e~_~b-~~r_v~e!:,.\._S~l:l-s~e~_,! 9:~.o~-~,.-: 

·ciibed ._h~w· 11out ·from their .wal.led. Courtyaid~ .. and .. har_ems:,~r~he;d -3,99_.o~;;_~~at 
. weal<· sex;. to:-1tb~ the flush of _undytng;-·determins.tio~ in their· cheek!S they·: 
·. ·w_ere clad in their· plain· black robes with the "'hlte·nets··o£ _·their· ve_iJs 

dr<lpped oV~-r. -their faceS.=.- Many he'ld pistols und~r thei-r sl<lrts or fri the·· 
fOlds of ~their sle'eves.nl. Facing _the parliament's presid_ent t~ey ·po.Jlled 
out,_ their pistols from their sleeve-s and demanded that_ tt~e. represe_~tatives 
of parl iatnent _ a_bide by the consti tutlon and_ no_t surr_ender.:to for~_ign£7rs.:_ .. ----·::--_ ... 
und,rir Ony c1r_cums.t8nce·s,· th~t the·y-nOt; abolish- the c-onstit.utlo'). ·and_ the par_.· 

, liatll!nt._ Shuster adds: 'IJJuring the five-. years foll_oulr.g ·ehe- sUccessful 
bloodless r_evolution of _1906 against the oppressions- nn~ c_r,uelty_ of_.~_he 

·shah, a .feverish·and_·at ttn1es fierce light shone in the-veiled~eyes of Pe~­
si_8~S.wome.n,-'·and in thP.ir- st_ruggles for __ !..ibe%-ty ond-_'its mcdcrr.·exPrC:3sion·s 
they brOke thi-0\.:gh some of the most sacred cu9:toms Which for centuries hao:t 
_boun~ the~r_sex in the land. of Iron." 

_ Once_-__ thia .. p.arlia~n_t (i·iajli_s) Was- for~·d, the clergy who hud. sic!,ed with 
the _revolUti~m_· began f!!Ovlng away__from any class. struggles and by Oct •. :: 1907, 
the A~~ndMents the"Majlis pass~d restored ~3ny Poweis .to th~ Shah • 

.-:. 

Durinri, the 19i8-79 revolut.lon-_against the Shah~ the Ir8nian women once 
agatn--t.ook to the Stieets. Tb.ey had long_ been supprPs~ed undei- his regime 
and helped to overthrow-him. 

Later.,:·the}r. b~g8n IU": ent_lrely new phase in protesting· the new"Tetro­
grei'sslon tha_t l<hori'.eini tJ'as tryit:t& to in:pose upon them. On March 8, 1979, 
International Women's Day, women's liberation!sts took to the ·streets un­
der _the ba_nner 11 In_ t~e d~Yn of"f!'_eedom -~~e have no freedom.": -They_ ther_eby 
opened chapter tYo of Iran's ~_eVclUtion. Thev did_ this at_ the· mome_nt _when 
the'-Fedn:;een, who had criticized Khomcinl ·eariier, let theiTiselve-s be per-· 
s·uaded_ by Arafat, Khoffielni_•S friend, to call off their march to l<homeinl's 
headquarters- and lnsteild held o rally at Tehran University. 

·The H.a:rxist-Hu~n!st revolutionary Rcya Dunaycvskay!l, soffie of whose 
writings ore here· trensl~ted, ~ontinues her ~cscription of the women'9 
rcvo11Jtio_nary nctlVity: '"For five straight t:'ayB the wom~n continued theiY' 

__ }~-~~~h~s_, ,n_nd not cnly .. a.gaina_t_Khom~ini, but agcinst.Pritre Hinister-J!azar-
-gan, nnd on i-1lrre:h 10 -held_ a·--3-hour sit-tn_ at_ the. Ministry_ of _Justice •. Nor 
did they tolerate-the mass media's autocratic choice of whnt they would ·: 
~p~otograph, who they would give voice to, "whom they wol.!ld focuA on. 'Instead 

*This wa~ written as ·an Introduction t~ a pamphlet of Farsi translations of 
~-,r!!:inc;:s by Ra.j-•.1 Dunayevskaya on.Women 1 R i..H~ret!~n, po.:bl1shod for triter--­
nat ionel WC>frien 'S ~ De}•,- U.:~rch · 8 1 1980. 

l. Quoted in.Raya DunayevskayniH Pollticdl-l:'hllosophtc Lcttci-, "Iron: Un ... 
foldment of, and Contradictions in, RevOlution," N~ws and Lett-ers, 1979 
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) : ',' -' .· ·- . ;._· 
-Then_:{n,_ Novembe:r-" 1979_·, when the· women 'attempted tO hOld :the· first 

. Wo~_en'S>~convent ion,' th~Y \,~re forCe-d io do so under· candlelight, as: the op .. 
ppsit io'[\- cut' ·.off,·thel:r· eli:ctTict.t'_y. ·-·The ·women as~ well;- facad~_-8.- cc.T:peti ilg. _ 
r_atl.Y .. -b-y·._the·--r~eo&yeen_it~t the.-·s.ame. day· and· hourr they_ wt~hed to~:St'ar'e:-theit.·. 

·_: -~ .. ;;._ine~tt.ng •. ~_-. De'spl_te·,- the·_.Yomen' s. demand, the~·FedayeEm:refuse·d--~to: 4Ke118e~·the _- · 
- · -'":··-t-itr.e of-. thcit';l.--al:l y·:-: ;,This:·_ s-erVed ·toe- c!ivei-t·.thli att-enttOri-:Of;·peo'ple~· fr~ 

·· -~tli.atr:·meetirigc.,· ·· ·- - ... - .-,=-:~"" :;. -~':;; c_.·f~'--"'·r.·::-:·~: 
• ., '•! .. ';.. '"· ··>: .,, .... - ·-: j '- ·'·. '' .. _.-..:· ---,_ f: 

The women· by· theii rallies demonstrated··· ·thSt·_ the iT· struggie·s: f'or -lib-
era_t1on. of· "-'Omen';and' uprooting .Of the ni.ale chauvinism in !ran."-'O,Ul? not be' 

;_.\subordinate~- t'o ·.a·_ pol:iticel p'art:V•-s' St_and, that.~ rt- wOuld_:.·not<-fO~O'Up so 
_-.. that a' political-~ partY'' as·. a_ ••general will n- wourd be· pree"minent .-·._Rather·,-. 
. they, wish~-_to:-benef·it -frOm· the!< frill t -·of' their ieVOlUtiOn··--' -1 i be·rai:.!on_·_-·.;. 
·.r~-ot"·only :because:: the-y. haV_e- sacT!ficed :so ·mucti;· th.it:: beCause_·_-their•strug·gle 

.. ,~.for a new: socia l:.order:· envisions· totally .·new- burMn--relati'ons~ipS·'for· men 
as we 11_- _as. women·. "-.. . -- .. .-:_,:' ' .· .. · 

. Se.c~use. new ·human· relationships require: _a wOrld· scope,' most esp.!cl_a lly 
in-: the~ Mus:l im.; world; _.1 wisP~- to-- turn to other' ·countries and· show- that even 

_so-great a_~-ri-lte:- a9 Frantz-Fanon--had not, in hiS day, dug--deeply enOugh 
into the· question of, n-.al~ cheluvinism.: Our Al&erinn sisters' experience 
~~owe_d~-how narrow _.1).8t icna_lism. does· not lead t.o· socialism. This- woman who 
~as-. b=.ilJ~;_tbe_-veil-.helped_· pass· information,~ ar-tt'.S;, medicine;· she helPed~ 
pre_pal:-e __ s_~rpri~e-.at ... tecks,:: tt,)ok_ •Jp g_renades and, sUbmachine guns, and climbe"d 
the Djabal -(mount:4ins). She sUcceedeci,as Frant~ Fiinon· nOted, to '~crBck- the 
do_uble-'oppresssion of women, social and sexual" during the coul:se .of the 

:_ rev~lut.ion •. · .-,But once. the ::revolution 'was:: over,· she -·witnessed stac~rr.ents 
-~SU.ch-.-:g.s~_Y·_w-~.,-a're · all for:u beratiOn- of--wo~·n, ·-exCept- maybe for-· oUr· Own ·sis ... ~·--
·~_ers'.·! b)r~_':-he_,~n •• -.- ,- .·; .· ; .·.- ->-. .. ' · ·,. · ·· -;. 

·.·.• 
----~~- .. ,~A _great_ revolutl~~ry:.uke .. Fanori .so be8utifUtty·-Cxpla_ins: the·.gradual 
. proC:!!SS ·of· h~~-5:11 beret ion,-· :the :weakening of the msny:traditionS_:-__ in~ the· · 
.. n:'fll~+domit\ated socie'ty.:of _Algeria -as a .result of -the-·S:reat Cont.rillutiona · 
by :.womer:t- ~nd_ of·. the -change_ in .the ~man/woman·'iel.Bt. ionship~· r: But· See'ing~'-th~_t 
1;~~->- c~!.o':lizcr- st-r:e,ss-.ed the--lssue of '-the libei-at!on of the-·Atgeri~n _'ior.i8n 
to try _to drive a ~edge ·into the liberation' struggle· against-·French ~ol­
onialism, ·Fanon goes so far as to deny the male chauvinism of the Algerian 
man -"in manY. :.aress-·and to emphasize the· un!ty of 'the ·narroW nation8Ust:ic 
st;uggles::ag~inst--_the colonizer;. He ~orites: · ''The."mtJCh discussed st~tUs 
of ;the ~lge-r!_.nn woman, .her alleged 'confinement, her leclc:-_of_"lmportancc~' 
her.silent existence. bor.dering o~·quasiiabsence and-_the-•NoslC_m Soclecjt 

. ___ as-.- having made.--no Dtaco·for her .-.-_ ••. -The Algerian woman, in imPosing such 
-8 r~strlctlon on h&r~elf and choosing a form o£,._-~xistence limited in scope, 

2. Dunayevsk~ya, op. cit • 
. _, -· . . .. ... ---

3; ~Frantz- Fa_non,- A Dying Colonial \am 
- ,. , .• ~ . ,· ,. ·, ·:. 

4. New York .T.imes i-'inllazine~-· Oet. 29, 1972 . 
. , .. 
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was- dee:,;E:~inS·':hCr_. ConsCiouSness ·of· "the_. ·st-rugg te ·and was 'preparihg- fOi· ·com· 
bat-.-"~ ~ Have :\Je ·:-not. witni!:Ssad._the. _e_nd result of:.such·-.t tin1t:att0n," ·whe"t::he"r- · 

:_self-im.pOsed' ol:-. impOsed by_· the n·alc-do:ninated, ln;::Omote"t'efrevohJtion, in 
the. at~tus :of,;A.lger:i8_.-'t0dayJ And._. no't, alone fo'r ·,.,-nmen~·:.but·. for.'£!!: A_lgeric~ 

_., .. ;;- .. --" ".. ,, . ."'"- - '' " 

': :rO:dSy at- .-a ~t i~~ _when; the so-C31led- Left is, tai t~ending KhomefnL'S ·-~'an­
ti_-_.imper!alism.""_is liberatiOn f(lr .. _worren,_ as the Tr_otskyists Claim, sunlmed 
Up ,lJ'\· the·. fact. that_; ~'_ATmed; ·women.~ are taki0g.-:part: tn· the:. defense·:. of--- the·. dem­
o_n_S_ti_a~ion~: outs ide- _the, u ·?···:c Cmba~sY,.-in. Tehrait11 ? That_:."the -Left' can· label 

· .t~_i,s:~m.ost_~ degrading,. ;_humi-liating: stage: relating' to· _.Iranian·:·;_ wow.en as_ '_~pro~ 
. greSs" :shows how far away ·they aTe fi-c-m-_both the concretE: ·reali_ty that-":wo­
. mt;l:n face today in I&an, and from the Human is~ of Marx w~ich could aid in 
·-pointing• a--.way out. ,~ Far from· that being .-proof-·of' ·J iberattont- it· is part 
of:-th~- ~ig-. I.ie. that; goes -under the, name· of "anti-imperialism,: harOe.Sstn&: 
-Iran with a,new.opprcs:>i<?n• :.·,~. 

· \--Je: can; see_ this,, if: we: took· at ""hat· the'· new ConstitutiOri. -.;....;'-' thC one 
pushed at ~the ··Irantcln people. at -exactty-·the'- t !me·: at tent i·on-~Nas tUi·r..ed'· t-o 

· r- the An.ierican~ Embassy oc·cupat·ion· --- and the :-r-ecently·_ eitacbid ·}B?S, mean''< 
:for, woman~ 

. i~ ::·~~~--~i6'b~"·.t:ruly. progressive. when_ the · ., trunc_at_ed -fernily--_-phlte·c_tiOn . 
. . . laws haVa·_-bCen ~totfllly! ebolished;..:·orie':-'slded divOrce~ is· Ye-esta.blishe·d~ :and 

we'_x·e_ back -to £our_ permanent wives and many temporary wives; back to-·-inCi­
dencs_,of burning the· "Havu" .(the other wife) with hot oil and settt.ng her 

~-~Dn-:f.lre;_ back.~:to JoSeph•s·. tirr.e: and step-:childr_en's' fights?' When-the _new 
' Constitution: iderit ifies ~-J'the- raising· -of ·children ·as the· pririlary:, task··of" 

woroeft, '.';'result! ng--: in _r:VolufttSry-: rctircr..ent'.': of wcmen_ from Schools::-and 0~­
fic~S; 'L .. _.Anc;l"· Vela yet· Fngih,, Khomeini '-s-:-book, c'lear ly ·s'tSteS that a··woma~:: 
has._a.rig}:l_t~_to_-food, clothi_ng, shelter and othP.r n~cessary expenses only 
when stte ~~Cx~al t'y abides by.--her _·husband. ··: '~ " 

- .. ··';.-·,·- . 

;1'~~ _clergy_ who --regard_ women as sex- objects or means-'of production can­
not even_-cor~prehend the many ··probt'ems, multiPle oppressions.-· she faceS'·' 
daily._:·:To.hi~.only .. thof:c aspects of _her life which directly-pertain· 'to 
h~t: ... se~ua~!ty,. within·._ man• S ·f;otal possession, -are .releV£Jnt;., and so when : 

. he-. hears. th~e. the means of .production are- to become:- common property.·rather 

S.;Fanon, op. cit. 

6. See my article, "New Constitution, new repression for women" in Net"s 6. 
Letters,-·Jan.-Feb. 1980. Also, in. a, ·recent, discussion with a gr-crup-

d~ af_.- students £-rom·a __ sect:!on of the Confederstton_of Iranian Students, 
the- women-, who -seemed: to star.d,_by the o'rgani;r:.Uti'oil's.:'fr.utto .. of ::upPort­
for Khomeini's government, expressCd themselves differently from their 
mate comra'des- once the question of temporary marriage, aboUt ion of -
family protection laws and onti-_ab..,rtion laws came up. One could ob­
~erve the_ internal strusglc of these women towllrds a _philosophy_ which 
sUpports.the.:tsl&inlc·nepublic:-. · - - 744·3 
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than private under ·-"socia 1 ism, 11 he claim~ that ·women .. would therefr-r~ bteconm,·. -··­
part _of :·the _cOfnmiiTtity pro-{Xi'rty. aOd through his sermOns,. l~_ctUres; an~ a'rtt­

·eles express_es.his_mlsconceptions to _the male-d()minated socie_ty_ it:L_·Iran~ _The 
. w0tnan who '_is a-lready~ fami {tar with·· the .conc~<:ot of commUnitY o.f_ woritet\·- beCause 
. of:.the<-_oheinc~non_-_of tem-porary .marriage, .. and in_ a cl~:oss society _undeJ::. p~_e.:rt:-:_ 

ar.Ch)i ~rcetVes::her.exiStence in her·sexuallty,-.an~'her social acttvtty 6s ,. 
! baing-:hei-__ furoction 'in-~reprc>duCtion cf'lntro\led bY. z(:man (husb8riC, father, b~o- · 
-thcr) ,-~-ends --.Up equnttn8 women• s liberation· and ltbera_te.d women ___ with>pr_os_tt-
tution. Whether 'the Iranian woman· ~ould :rather choose- "the lega~. s_yste'!l 
ble3eed by' Cod 1'.to __ what calls-itself_ socialism· is .!12!-the _que-stiOn> -R~theri 

-- s~e~-, lorigs- for ·_totally _new human relations. 

A'·n~~--g~n~r-at·{~n ·of 'W:,men•s ltber3ti~nists who· call the-~clves Nsrxist­
Hu~niSts is no longer seeking the goal of ":l-eaching the me~ in sOcie_ty." 

-'They_ ·s_ee ·thst the men under_ capitalism or t11e other version of .it, state-
- capitalism "Which calls itself Com~nism, are alienated -a~d far from libera-

tion· themselves .. _- By :lOoking at the RusSian _Revolution which turned ~n_to _ 
·tts opposite', and abor.ted revolutions in China and Cuba, they have_cOncluded 
that a social rey-olution should not only see~ the annihi_latiOn of opp:i-es- · 
sive_: systems of ·government, but should _also·fol tow the "objective of instl __ t_~·.­
tJne a. totally new societY based On re-al human -relati.oltships. A society -, 
whiCh does not regard- the ~~n/woman relationship whether it be mother ·Snd· 
child. fat:.h_er and daughter, husband and· wife, as a personal, isolated ques­
tion. ~ather t\ley seek .l societY which establishe~ this .mOst fundamental of 
all t•e:lntions,on a human basts; A soeiet·y which takes full responsibility 
to-aSSure the_.full and free development of·-women. 

Such a philosophy of liberation, Narxist"-Humanisfn, seeks the -abolition 
". o~ · ~api_t_~Usm, .·.fmd poses, the. es_tablishment of_ a human society .without ex­

p!'~i~_Bt_~_9n_,- :rac!sal. o:r-:s'exism. and:_ c.he._avoidanCe ,of -~tate-capit.alisrn; a tnln_--: 
·cated.-_f_orm--Of ihe -tota-l econornic-humantstic phi los_Ophy-Qf Narx. A philosophy. 
~hich cnCo~passes en economic system based on freely assoCiated- labor and 
new human·-relati'ons.-

-.As an Iranten woman who herself. has tasted the bitter oppressions of. 
the male-dominated society of Irari, once I was in the U.S., I could trace a 
·continuation of liU.:!h ·a .ser,arat·1un- between- "thinking and doin,gf1 within the 
:Left orgatilza_tions -here. In my seareh to resist such a dlvision':and to find 
a_ new and ·total· philosophy Of -liberatlon which·: encompasses the "new :DB_ssions 
and forcesn of revnlucion (women_ and minorities) aa I' Particular, but~would 
also strive towards a Universal to .liberate all human beinss, t finally en-

,_ countered the Newa and Letters Committees an~ _its founder, Ms. _Dunayevskaya. 

Raya Dunayevskaya, whose works ·anpear in this l"Bmphlet, is_ the founder 
-of Merx,!at -Humanism in the U.s. and the News and Letters Corrmi-ttees. · She, 

has been active in_- the revolutionary struggles in this country as well as .. 
- i_l)t_c_rn_ationally,_and has written various_srtlcles clurlng the course of her''·\ 

acti'-':i __ ties, including two· baok.s, Ma;::.-:xism .and_Freedmn- and Philosophy and 
·Revolution .. 

The translations you ar2 about to read sre cho~cn from her lectures ad 
short essays _w.lth "regard to the ""oman quc_stion from a genuine Nnrxist pars pee .. 

_ t::lv~.--~ !· htlpe d~:o-!ng- t~i:; tum-..:ltucus period of th~ revolution in -Iran. they 
could serve as a gutd~ for nll Iranian brothers and slsccrs who seek-a tru~ 
hutr.an soci~ty for 11every mnn, woman .,nd child." 

7444 
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