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“Hs we CE1ebrnte, in 1981 the tenth anniversary of our formation as aut
onomous ‘Women's Liberation- Lews ‘and Letters Committees, we are proud to pubtish
p ;his selection of writings by Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of the philosophy
"iat Marxist Humanism in ﬁmerica. L

; At - our. Leginnings as a womRnTE- ifbéidtién’comnittee; we édnsidered that, -
o our. 5pecia1 ontribut‘on to. che Women'sa: Liberation viovement could be summed up
Thus, we have emnhasized lis:ening-

T to, the 1deas of - Black and uorking class no&en, not as- any "narrowing of" the

o Movement, but ‘as the only way to. bronden its. perspectlive.: In’our ten years of

:existence,‘ue have: participated in; activities_from battles.of ,women: kar :
sgainst ‘low pay, unsafe working condi:icns, an ‘sexual harassment, to welfare :
~rights protests, to marches to- “rake ‘Back the Night.“u Because we have always
felt ‘that ‘taking- back control of ‘our: eun'bodles Jhas: meant as. well. taking -back
Jour; own mlnds. ve have nevar separated our activity, in the ‘movement from work-
Cing out a theary of tiberaticn. a theory reooted in the . struggles of. Black and

: proletarian'wcmen, and; wlthln darxts; phlloaonhy of revolu:ion. sy

In 1970 bafore we were even organiz»d as an indeonndent’ committee. we

published Nntes on Women's %.iberation: We Speak_ in Many Voices, where we re-
-eorded; the thoughts of: Black :women factory: “and . hospitel workers.alongside
‘thogse of women clericals nnd young activists in the. Women's Liberation Move-

- ment. - We 'contianed the unity of revolutionary action and thought with our.i
'publications Wurkinq_women Far Freadom {1976}, angd- Revolutiogg_! F@min!sm (19:8)

”he need for fully wcrking out’ & philoaophy of’ revotutioq that Wit give'
* our-action a'divection towards creating a new soclety has never been more im-
medlate and urgent than now. We have witnessed a decade of tremendous activity -
- in every.corner of the globe, yet women today fance a rea;:!onary rollback of

" those galnz we did manage to win. - Even the urheavals of revolutions in. the

- pas: uecace nas_ not: yut urougnt Eur;h tha full libcratiuu of waren nnd man, . .

Ind;ed. it vas B ycung Tranian woman revolutionary. Nedsa, uho vasg. the -
Eirst to collect ard publish, in Fursi, this selection ef writings by Raya Dun-
ayevskays. She felt the need, desplte the great setivity of the Iranizn wemen -
fiot only in getting rid of the Shah but in being the firse to march-against

"Khomeini's new repression, for a full expression.of a ‘phitosophy of revolution
to help move the Iranjen Revolution beyond'thé'crossroads.' It is within the
-jfu‘lnusa of revelution gthart a phllesophy of liberation becomes most concretc,
We reproduce as prendix Neda's Introduction to the Fars) samphler, published’

_for International Woment's Day, !°80, as we. publish this Dﬂmphlet £or Interna-
tional Womcn's Ray, -131. '

Raya Dunayevs?aya, durinq a lifetime of activity ln the rcvolu:ionlry
,mnvement, han develeped the philesophy of Marxist.Humanism as rooted In America_
in labor, the Black dimansion, women's liberation and youth, 'and the glcbal.
"~ mentept of the inseparablilicy of philosophy and revotution as the diaslecties -
. of liberation. The author of Marxism and- Freedom and Phitosophv and cholution,
_ahc i3 now completing & new major work on Rasn Luxemburgl_Wouen s Liberaclon
“apd wgrg's rhilnsoph? of Revolut!on.

The’ taaks for the IOBOa rpmnln aurs to work out. We ask you to join us in
_he\oing to create the needaed . pathuay ta a worid of frecﬁom and sclE- deuelop-
mEnt for all,

_ Women's Libaration.lews and Letters Committoes
L i . far Narch 8, 1987, International Women's Day
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(The- rticle nelow 15 exnerp?cd from two lectures._"Tcday's Women Theorists,",-f 
ziven: 1n Qetrﬁic at the WSU-U of .M Culturel Center;.Se ptember,. 19753 and .. ’
o' -he University of W{sconsin at Madison, May, 1976 )

,_ihave fot:’ ‘been- recogni?ed 885 revoluticns, “such “as | ‘the: flrst Women's Rights
"ConVﬂntion t: Sencdea Falls,nN.Y., In 1848, ‘and’ the Aba Mriots" -in:Nigeria,

g en - take the piunga‘into three evulutionS.-Russia thruary 1917"‘

o Cermany Januazy 39193

Creativity is 0" very characteris:!c of massel in: motion, that you :
»tell a’story: of ¢ the past ‘ond have it -sound like. somethlng just happening .
befote yeur ‘ey23: '0F 'yoll can descfibea happening»nf ‘today, -and have:it.:
. sound as’ snme:hlnu thet will f‘zs:‘happen tomorrow. The temptation ‘1s: also
"g'eat to stare the® stcry ‘of women¥s: creatlviny nefther at’ 1ts beginning, "
_‘nmotriat the end, -that: A5, todsy, bt “somewhered {n the middle..This 15 not-
“daete ‘any. axt- of Existantialist obsesslon.with Moxtrame situations. ";w,*
- Rather '{t’ is™ Footed “in the truth: tﬁat womén's. s:ruggles Thave created tots
ally nes altuations, “hidden ‘frem history and-still unrecognized ‘as” phil-‘
‘osophic greund. What ‘today we ‘call Waomen?s lenrat!.n ‘as~“an-idea vhose -
time has come,’; are mnvemengq Erom practice, from below, that hsve been
accumnlatlng througn the ages.,- S : : :

ﬁ Take the ao-called Abu- rin:s"‘in Easkern Vigeria tn. 1929, some 0.5
erars beéfore anyone thought serinusly ‘of ‘Africa, ‘muich-lesa African women, 3
‘as & new development of ‘warld Ereedom. It was fn that -inausplicious year
that the market women 1n Esste:n Nigeria were - suddenly taxed by the occupy-
ing. BVitlsh Empire. This was done with the consent of the African chiefs.
;_Tbe anger of the women, however, was tinbounded 'and therefore; though the
- men, the educared onds, would not help the illiterate women: resist the
: -impositiu_ ‘of the taxy the uamen d"cided,'thamselves. to *evolt.
S Thc self—organizatlon of the women - established a. tntally new. form of’
'struggle which transcended all tribal divisinns: ---Ibo ~Yoruba, Hausa, as
~well as the smaller tribed, So united, powerful,  and vlalent'waa the oppo~
aition =f-the women to the edlets, to thelr own chlefs, as well as to the
British imperjal: rula, that' 1t became impocssible te contaln the revolt,
Shots were fired info the erowd, and only when 40 women lay dead: and: _wany
. more’ 1njured T so-called Morder" restored. Even.then, however,-it.was.
"achieved only after the tax was revoked, with Britiah rulers claiming that
"be:,' hed’ b"nn unaua:e 0;. -"tfr;can "tfuuitions” r.nﬂt tne women nut: be taxed,’

The attl*u&e :ownrds women‘s struggles seems alunya te play down wowen'

,.!-~ ..-.t o i - - "-, .
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: factions as. not meric}ng ;he descriptten “revelutionsry.? Far hhat matter,
. -even up:te our-day, hes any histérian, or €ven révelutiensry, seen that
i'historiu acn as ground from which a greéat leap ‘into Efreedom as well ay)
‘leadership was ‘achieved in the 19605 Nor.can the-neglect be. explalned only
~by. tha’ fact: ‘that’ theJevent occurred in far—off Africa, beck at the outbreak

g tne Great: Depression.

= Take Lhe Women's Righte Convention in this country in-lB&B. at Seneca
zFalls.,N Yo, A fagt: often ensughrecorded, by women histerians of teday. All
underestimare ‘the-Black. dimansion which. inspired the white, middle-class,
educated.: wcren to strike:ocut-on their own. Sojnurner Truth and seometimes |
also flarriet’ Tubman.are ducifully: mentioned. condescendlngly admi:ting :
1Zthei: bravery: == and of course their suffering as slaves -~ but:never .as’ ' =~
.Reason which:drove the: ‘educated to ‘face. reality.“that the . Black women vere
.. the orators, generals, end, yes; thinkers, whereas they, the" middle-class
"lntellectuals, were but gubordinates. ;| . - . ;

For thnt matter, have we asked ourselves, aE we prnudly repea: Women's
LibE”agioﬂ is-an:idea whose time hascome, such. gimple questions,. as:
C)oH, :ndoag it happen: -that .our: very Tames,. "Ereed from patriarchy,” do.
not ‘méasure up.to' Sojeurner Truth's, whoge-whole. philssophy.- of liberation

. -igfinciuded in ker:name?-(2) Have wa even teday;: és. we invelgh.apgainst,

T Ymale: domlnﬂtion,“.compsred it to Sojourner. Truthts. separation from- Fted-
-erick Douglass: after the Civil War for .being. "short-minded” . because he did :
not wisk to burden the struggle for passage.of the.lath Améndment by. demsnd-‘
_ing ‘also the right of women to.vste? - And. (3):have today's women theoriats

_ bullt on-that wmsvement £rom belou, not .only as: Eorce, but, as: Reason?- Nor -
haVF ‘any analyzed At wichln the: cpncext of that . yusr ef. revnlutions, 1848

R R S LI .

iarl aLet‘s tske o second look at’ that year,,lBkS. Was the flrsc WOmen's
~:Rights Convention really totally unrelated to the revelutions thet covered
- ther 1ansth “end ; breadth ‘of. Burope? ‘Isn't (r a- ract. thuuah,hardlv recorded,.
. that ‘the women of . the French Revoiutlon of that year. published a- daily paper,
La Voix des Femnes (uhich is something the women of today have yet to create)?

Resk cher than Marx 5 genius, what was in the air that 1ed to Marx‘s d!s-
cavery of ‘8 whole new.continent.of’ thcught? Can_ we todny afford te. let the
©0 rulding 1deology kecp us hemmed: inte Amarican. pragma:ism? Shouldn't we, “as
|- women, &t leastihe awera of the fact that .the. year Marx thst btoke with
“hourgeois 3~ciety and worked out a’ philosophy of llberacion which he called
"a new Humanism'. -~ ‘1843 == was also the. yoar when.o wemon: Flora Tristan,
proclaimed the ‘need -for.an interngtional.of men and women that would put R
'_an end. to :he divislon of wantul and manunl lnbor?-'; el )

Young Flora Tristan died tha* yenr in the London plague.,In Germany,
“the” young ‘Marx continved to develop a-whole .body of works, a theory of .-
preietarian. revolution;. a. whole. philesophy of h“pa% liberation. deeply
_ rooted both-in the-class struggles’ and -in that | fundamental, relut'onship, )
;. Han/Moman.:Marx helped organice. women's mavements, not enly for better wages,
T but’ totally different condit tons of labori nok only foxr the right. to vote, :
e but for-full’ freedom. Eighty -full.pages on women and child isbor went inte
Capital, Vol. I, not only as deseription and resistance, but, as Marx ex-
”_preased it when he drew the whoie work te A& conclusien, "“the new passicns
end new ferces" thet would produce the "negation nf tbe negation," that &g
. ta say¥, Sasomo the''grave- dingers"af capltalism, c ng a whnlc new:

[l T ]




_saciety where "the development of human power is its own. end L .
Some oo yearo af*e. Flora Trlﬂtan s declaration far an . interna:ional
“rorgantization’ of: working men and: women; after Murx's discovery ‘of "a whole’
7 ‘new centinent’ of’thought'—after the first’ Women 8 "Rights: Convention, inos
s N ® York"and_aftet "the greatest: revolution in haix s 1ifetime’ -< the .
'f‘Parls Comimine: == in" which: The ~ Women” Incendiaries.  surely: acted-as both™.
_force»and»ﬂeaaon. 10t it -cime:to work out’a_ philosophy so urgently- needed
3by :he Women's Liberation uovement which does .not, doesg not, limit the
'question ‘of . yomen's liberaticn tio: an expose’ oE‘"the Man'-and thereby.
bedomes’ practically no’ ‘more’ than a’ bystander to: harﬁ s.philosophy of::
*?liberation‘on-the excuse tha: it'is “male defined " as: Sheila Roabutham-

. Marx pra t!ced what he' preached, agnin bsth in the class struggle,
and ‘on. the" questicn of women as Reeson. as well as force. Thus, in the

" Workingmen's International Association, Madame Law was a member of its
“ieadership, ‘the General: Counclli. - Thus, ‘he: encouraged : Dmitrieva to go to.
Paris:and there establlsh the women's. ' section-of:thel First -International.
~Along with the French women like the great: Louise: Nichel,: Dmitrieva be-A;
came.Central to the whole Committee for' the : Defense of Paris and Care of
the Wounded in the Paris Commune. - There was no-break in Marx's PhilOSOP“Y

. of "liberstion from the time the . yoiung Marx called his philtosophy a 'new .
'Humanism,“ and: declared Han/Woman te be-the most fun danwntal human rela--
tionship,: to the tlark- of the Paris Commune when-he de clared the greatest
achievencent to be “its own working existence.” Of course, Marx answeréd’

- the questions ‘of 'his ‘day, not- our:, but can we afford,  as’ women's’ libera--

~;tion1qts of!’ today,” to be without' & total philosophy,: because ‘the -greatest.
philosophy for 'uprooting the’ =xploi:ative octd and creating ground for the”_
neu uas {ormulated bv "a man" :

iVII -Rusaia. February 1917,~Germanv .

- How le:'q turn :o the ‘20th. century and see, first1y. what we can learn
gfrom women: as.magpes. in motion, initiating nothing short .of ‘the overthrow.
“‘of .the reacticnary Russlan celossus; -Tsarism .- the dramatic, creative,
emplre-shaking ‘five ‘days' in February, '1917; 'and, sccondly, let's'turn to:
-the 1919 German Pevolution. and its greatest taeoretician. ana auxemburg.

That f:rst day, reb. 23, in Pussia, appaared qimple enou;h as.a cel-
ebrat!on of ‘International Women’a Day. by the:textile workeérs in‘Petrograd.
"But:wes: it chat simple,  when. they inslisted it become a strike, degpite’a
raging’ world: wat in which: their country was doing very -badly? - Wasg: it that :
simple whan allirevolutionary parties '-=-" Bolsheviks, Left: Mensheviks, "
Social Revolut\onnries, Anarchists «~"were telling them that they were
‘courting a massacre, and they gheuldn't go out ‘on strike? Was that: first
day of the’ revolution;: when 50,000 women marched despite all advice against
1, &" "maile.defined™ revolution? Was: the letter they addressed to the metal
. waTherg,'vhich:-the-metal: vorkers. honered by’ 1oinlng the strike’ <« and’ o
50,000 grew to 90,0C0: mén and women, housewives as well as factory workers -« o
a’- proof of ‘the: fcct thot. they didn't - raally: "knou“ what they were: do!ng? o
When. the . Bolgheviks did joln the women taxtile workers and the scrike’ turned
“into politicsl opposition to the imperinlist war and the Cossaks did open’
£ire, it was too late to save the Russien empire.” By then-the aoldiers
‘also jolned the ‘WmasBer La revnlt.;unu “apanuuuuuustv" the uhale A0
1. Ses xhe Women Incend:criea by BEdith Thonaa. This work an:wnﬁen‘ln
. _the Paris Commne is 8 must for all women's liberattonists. Tt is the
must datalled and creative analysia of - the rcvotution of 187,

2. Ghelln Roubo’ham, Wameni Reqis;anca ‘and Revglu;iog. 'S Il._‘




ays-that crumbled the.might of
‘Jln turn, ‘to the- Revolurion.bf Oct.j25 - and; that certainly
was - led bv the Bolshevik Parcy, ; That;- hawever. can .no’ moretdetractifrom -
,uhat the. wpmen workers: lniciated T Feb ‘23, than:the.October.one .can. be
blawed for its nransforwatinn inno 6ppaqi:e under Stalin a decade later.

whar had_happened iﬂ action,,wha: had haupﬂned in thought,,what had
happened iu-conSHiauqreas of the. mass- Dart.cipants fq~a11_this_is_groundx.'“
on which we ‘build :oday.-Ot bhoulo -bes Buti even if- some. gtil1-insist:on-
;piaying déwn’ women both’ as masses “in motion: and as leadership, let them-.
..Eonsider the Ge-man Revoiutioen, .January,’ 1919 Ied by ROSa Luxemburg. »
Non questioﬂed th&t she was the leader ERF T .

. Frcm 1899 whan ehe fought :he first nppearance of reformisw in thp

CHHarxist rovement , through the. 1305 ‘Revolution in whiech. she. was bhoth a:

 participant: and aut of *which: che drew her: famous ; theory of -the Mass Strike;

- Eroni-1910413 when'she: broké with Kari Kautsky -~ four: ‘gears in. adUance of

Lenin’s designation- oE-Kndtsky 83 not- only opportunist but~betrayer of -

the .proletariat -~ 'and. when -she flrse deweloped hey “antis lmperialist ‘f

struggles and: ur}tzngs, not” onty'as-pelitical. militanti buc, carving out’ - -

her: greatest and- most'original theoretical werk, Accumulacion- of Capital; et
tc the 1919 Revotution, she rade . as. divlsio1 betueen.her theory and . her practica._[

W s, PR S _... R .-‘,,."

Take her Reform er'Bevclution? agairs» Bernstein. who demandad that
"—"the dialectical vcaffo!ding“ he. rersved from Marx's Wmateriatism A b

- . R .
: e EIEEN

. "hhen re, ) hn is .a!king of Bernsteln 'directe hls keenest arrcws
'against ou? diaslectiecal system, he is reaily attacking the specific mode

of thought employed by the conscious proletariat in its struggle for lib-.

eration Ie-is-an’ attemot: to shac:er the, intelleqtpal arm with_ the

“aid of -which the prole'ariat wh!le naterlallv under the joke of ‘the”
bourgeoisle, is vet enabled-to. triumph over the ‘bourgecisie.. For it is:
our’.dialectical. system that' shows: .the working class; the transitory: char--*
acter. of; i:s yoke, proving to-the wurkers ‘the: lnevitnbility of thelir vic-
tbty, and has nlready resi!znd thL revolution in the domain ‘of thought'“

The next greac historic event .. the Russian Revolution of1905---
again revenls her as;theortst and acnivist. participant who did not- snop
at-orstory . but,.with gun-in hand," made. the proprietor-printer print’a.
workerst. leaflet..  Whae. sbe singlad cau, : however, from the’ great experience;
what she. made ground.for:other revolu:ions, what she crested as' a theory:: .
atso for the relationshif of -gpontaneity -to party, was The lass Strike, i+

=2te oSS orrixe,
the Pol!tical Perty aﬂd the Trade Union- Sen el '_ N TR R

'v : “The revolution is not an’ opan-field'muneuver oE the proletarint, E
_.even if’the .proletariot with social- denocracy at.-its hsad- plays the leading
role, .but, it is & s& ‘ruggle in the middle of. incessant movement, the creak-

Sing, -ﬂ—umblsng'auu disvlacemsnt of: -#ilvsocial; - foundations.  In short) ‘the
element of spontaneity plays’ such a.supreme role §n the: maqs ‘strikes-in.
-Russta,  not.because the Russian proletariat {s 'unschooled but becauee

revulutions are not: quhiect to- schnstmastering..

: Tt 1s thln concﬂat and ¢ ts‘hc : . ' ective that. 1pd, ¥
“in 1907, to Luxemburg'a jolning with amend the , .,

. R :




-teeelution &t the Stuttgart meeting of the Internationa1 that declared
‘impﬂrative reed to‘traanorm it

At the timﬂ when Luxemburg‘recognized “the- nun-revolutionary chsr-
f when 8110 ather uarxists, Lenin included; w
ecknowleglng him asv "he'vrwatﬁst theoretieian of the Second International
"he emb tked on the most hee ic ao.nt of activity outside of ‘a revolution

She,felt very strongly that the German Socia\ Democ*acy had been
_;herdly moT® -than a,bystander lnstead o militant Elghter against Germany s
1wperiaiist adventures. It was’ this; fd fiot . mere’ “organizntional
i questiens, awhich made her: return to her’ origlnal analysis of mass. serike
. 'which had’ alwayf meant’ to her that"“the ‘masses will be: the active
churus, and the" 1eaders only peaking parts,' the internreters cf the’
will of the rasses.P )

Luxemburg ‘was not only involved in ecturing and developlng an anti-
;iﬂpnrlalist struggle’ cver the: rece"crisis Ghich would;in turn,;
lead her to her greatest theoreticsal’ work, Accumulation of CaDiC813
but she ‘also turned to work oﬂ the’ WOman questlon. which heretofore
“she’ hnd left entirexy £s” Cla—a Zéeking ‘who! was editing the” sreatest
Germen upmﬂn's nngazlne. Die Gleicheit, from 1891 to” 1917 o

S The nagazine's cireulatiou rose ‘from 9, 500 in 1903 to 112 000 -

P in 1913. Inueed by - the: outbreak of the war;'the fermale maﬂbership .
S the Gernan Social Democracy vas ‘no - leds "than 170,000, it is cleer
tbat ae great B’ theoretieian,as Rosa Luxemburg was. and as great an
organ.zer ag, Clura Zetkin was, ;hey uere not exceptions tn the’ alleged

‘On_thé contrary,’ 1t would be more. correct_to
‘aay thu--tﬁ e hcu“: iheen ant nsnlve “and 1mportan a.revolution
in. Germany were thers not” that many women invelved in” the' ‘revolution: "
2 Barurally none.could compare with Resa Luxemburg as thecretlcian. That
" is certainly true . of genius whethcr, thet be woman oF ‘man. As one of the
‘very few persons who- had written on the subject put - 1t, - were’ it not or
prq}eter§;n”tpmen, 'there ﬂight.have been no revoiution in Germany

3. I nappen to disegree seriously with her theory “{n’ Accumu‘ation of-“
ngital, because 1 consider it "deviatlon from Marx. This cannot P
Thouwaver ‘detract. from the inportant contribu:ion it ‘made” in the' struggle
against {mpesialism in, her day. See “State-Capitatism and . Marx 8
Humanlsm in Phllosophy and Revolution,” (News and Letters, 1967 )

4.sue Rosu -uxemburg s SPEQCh on’ Wumen's SuxErage “and € ais StrugaleL'

" st the Stuttport Second, Social Demncratlc Horen's Rally, May 712, 1912,
S ineluded ln_Seleeted Pol! ical Hr\t;ngs of Rosa Luxembugg (Hsnthly B
Revieu, H Y. C X : : . ) L

5 A gcod beginning on thls subject hes been made by W!lliam A Peltz’J
in his unpubl!shed thesis“"The Role’ oE Proletarian Momen in the
_German Reveluticn, 1918- l9.ﬂ resented at the Conterence on .he'?
‘Hiatory of lomen, Collage of St Catherinc. 5t. Paul, Minn., =~
“Oct. 24-25, 1975.




‘@; Revolutiu.. sbe had haiied it as:the: greatest uroleturian reuolution 5 ;
. ever, inqlsning ‘that the' Russian Bolshevikq alone had dared and dared- gain.
) Ic.was ‘exactly for. such = d1ring ac: that she was peeparing hersel‘ from.

}Revolution unfolded got ‘from her thg +ollowlng. wvhere ‘did you learn

“the’ ABC: . 8f revolutian” Is.it.not from the Ruscians? Who taught you . “the.
QIogan “all. power.to the; aoldiers, workers,.and peasants"’*lsn't it the
Ru; sian 1.This is Phe dlaLEﬁtics of: revolutio

'out oE jail ’Tuo ‘and & half months in which the upsurge of che masses
‘1ed’to the establishment first of the ‘Spartakus Leasgue and then the. in-"

- dependent Communist’ Farty in'Germeny. Two and a:half months - in which to
call.for all.power;to the. soldlers'.and .workeys' cpuncils: And then
the counter-revclution cnught P ulth her, shot, her, bashed in. her head
and:hreu her body’ into’ the landwebr Canal,

“"Does. the beheading of the Gerwan Reuéluticn“—— Liebknecht and’ Jogiches
Stere murdered ‘along with: Luxemburg +=._mean that wve're not to. learn from
a revolution because it was “unsuccessful“?

- ) qas tbc Nomen s L:Deratiou hovenent nothing to learn from Rasa

[ Luwembirg. just beceuse,she hasnit uritten“directiy“ on the "Woman.

ﬂlQuest:on“°;0utside the fact. that the la:ter doesn'c happen to be true.,
"should not. the corpus of. hﬂr wurxs becomﬂ the' real .test of- woman as rev-
olutiunary and as thinner and . as somecne who has a hgreat deal: to tell us

. as women's- ‘iberationists of teday?, Are we to. throw all that into the = -
.dusgbin of,hi%tory“because she had not written on the "Wonmn Questxon“’

I1I. An Onzuihguﬁévdlufiau'aﬁd Toaayié'QQMén'Théérlscs

: Tha plunge into -evolutions is’ being undertaken because :hey not

ouly are exciting events of the egrly 20th- century, but will also
;7illuminate=the problems of our day. We need to examine._!f only briefly.
- today's’ ongoing Portuguese Revolution to; sée, the hist oric: continui:y ‘
Lof working class women ln.motion as shapers oE hlstory. Aq far back' as
" two decades’. 2gd, "when the totally new movemént from, belnw ‘began, with the

outbreak of the Easn European ravolt’ against Russian to:nlltarianism,
.signaling a’new world stage of strugqle for freedom from under total-
“itarianism, and no one was paying attention to the fascist regime. in

Portugal, uhere uere struggles uE workers. of women. of peasanns.,

) _The* First woman to die in-Por:ugul; ‘tn the-mid-lQSOs, in r.he'fightw
for the eight-hour doy was Caterina Eufemin It is she who was to become
the =ymbol for the, wumen's meverent == MDM .- that was organized in the
'undergrcund.b For :hat maccer. ‘she becane also the synbdl for the struggle
for.women's rights of the new MLM,,which wag nrganized by intel!ectunls and
middie- clasargomen, whenythﬂlrthreg Marias"™ were Ereqd from’ jail.

[ The orig!nn\ tltle of the work for which Mariz Iaabel Barreno, Marla
Teresa Horta, and maria Velho da Costa were innrlqcned was New Port-
_uguese Letter publishcd in 1972,




“"xa urﬂercurrents of revu‘i.t had actua.‘ll; been gmuinat‘lng 19!18
- before 197M, . When no others wore paying attention to Portugal as the
- youth rebellion:arcund the worls reached a high point-in 1668, ' there; was,
- in'fact, an outbreak:of: revalts. in. Portugal by stujents who wexs. fight- -
/dng not only for acajemic. freedow,: bub against:being. Arafted for the. ... ...
Portuguasa imperialdst wars in:Africa.: The two high points-that were
- reached in-sll these: wriercurrents of 6Lt . cams . from within the army .
in )’.oz.ambi.quz:, "Guinea«Eissau and Anvola anr'l frm within Portuga.'.!. itself. :
U it.hm tl'le coun\.ry i-baelf thers was a: whole Saries of-w:ldcats Ca
lﬂ 19"3-  Women becare ;especially impeortant in 1973 when.a labor. shorbage
. sent tuem into textiles nd electronios,. and’ directly into the fight )
“adgainst multinationals,. . It is in textiles and alectrohics and” shipyams '
_wher's the grass roots workers’ movement £irst arupted; and where. nohe
‘questioned the militancy of women workers. -Bub they were asking not. only
" for a fundamental change in 1lebor conditions, -bub’ for different relations.
at homs,  as. well as rai.sing totally new quaations of revolution a.nd new - .
mm.'mrelations.& : . o
‘ Witk tha ovsrt.hrow of t.ha fascist C.aatano regime in April 1974- .
<iHere were outtwreaks of all sorts of wildeats, freeing ki revolution
. Atself from the ‘neo-facist . “laadersb*p" of Spincla, and. creating the.. .
: fcunja:b ion also of a new Women's, Liberation Movement. “Women' 3 Paﬁi’-‘-ipa- ..
‘ticon became cr:x:bi:.al ag three movemants -~ the' rebellion within the army,
‘and the wildeats of industrial workers covering the Jlength and broeadth
- of the acuntry, .as wall as’ “the pozgant occupation of the land —- . coal-
L esgede - If w2 no, 2ceident 'Lhat ong . of the revolutn.ona.nr politd cal. move-
'.mrnts that arose, PRP/BR, wae healed by a woman, Iszbsl do Carmo. .

. As oan, bo seen, 'bhe.nueation of revolutionary creativity is not Just

o that of an, “indiridual, not even when she®d.as greal as- Rosa Luxembirgy,
Cand cer‘:.ai_nly not:that of. artists or. ‘scientists, . How., then, let us see
whether the movement from practice was the stuff out of which the women

© - theorists: of . teday, whethar -they. be. in the UsSe, England, or any: other
-technologic&.lly advar.eaﬁ comtry, bilt. thelir ‘theories. = .- .

o With the rise of the Woman's. Liberation Mo'.ramsnt ‘in the. miﬁ 19605,
- when a whols new generation of rsvolutionarias was born out of the Black -
“: Revolutdon, the anti-Vielnam war movowment,and. the. ‘worli-wide national
" 1iberation siruggles, we had the rlse. also of women - "theerists. . The new .
~in the. striggles of the mid- 19603, -when it came to the Women's Li‘bera'hion
 Movement, was the.women's. refusal to wail for the day after ttha . :
"'Revolution”™. for thair total freedom. They: rofuzed to narrow their
struggles to fight for equal wages or, for.that matter, any other - :
econcmic r*amands.. 'I‘hey v-a.isad all morts of new qusstionS. from se;mali.ty .

: ?- The lea.flets of tha FREI.IF.[D in Mozmubi.que, "tha PAIGC in Guinsa-Bissau,

" ang WPLA in .ngola may not mateh the fraternisatisn 2gaflets that the -
Bolsheviks wrots in 1917, but they certainly were an entirely new
grouni; for fighting in Portugal, 1974 In urging the Fortugucae scl-
diers to go homs and make thelr own ravolution, the national 1liberation

: forcas were ralsing quastions, incluwiing the role of women, that tha
Yadvanced’ Portuguese hed not even hetrds See The Struggle for }bzam'bg_gue
by Eduardo ixond ano and Rat_ur_n to the Sgurce by aniloar Cabral. .




fzo oppost;ion hoth to natriarchy and :he ingrained divislon between
. mental:and, manual lebor' For uka 'they aspired to was nothing sho*“

“of thei essépce to make‘quch telatively undiscussable subjects as"sex-

“_ual1ty posslble t ta:la: Freud,obut. against! ‘Freud. - Works: 1ike’ Kate’
Milletts: aexual;iolitics ‘expesed-theimale: chauvinismzof” great- writers
of . our dayg" :pm»D H. Lawrence.to Normﬂn Mailer. Others took - issue with:
a1l  forms? L6f patria*chy. The weak . point’ was that rone of them" were “in
.any sergnur‘hay related to wnrking class womei," ‘thelr betivities, their’
thcughtq their aspirations. ‘The one eycentinn was‘Sheiia Rowbonham s
Woven, eslqtance ané’Revolution.

i in dealing uith 300 years cf women‘s struggles,- ln concentrat_ng-~

on labor struggles and'revolutions nd openly e'pouslng socialism,

and in’ bringing in'the question of'maxe chauvinism not a8 something

-enly. CﬂpitaLIStic,.but “Yery much’ pervgsive withinithe ‘Movement dtself’ n

she focused*pn the validity of-an indgpéndent women's movemarit i Unfor=" " 7

" tunately, so- preoccupied was, she with Ythe new" that she ne::her dug S

' deeply inte’ philosPhic zoots.,nor so mach’ as' nentioned one of the ‘great-

_est. revolutionﬂrv Lheorcticians, Rosa Luxenburg. Whanever ‘the reason*--
“whether it was ‘bacaiise Raésa. didn't write yolumindusly on’ Ehe " Waman -

Guestion; ™ or Rosa’ Luxewbu:g' works “and - activities are not; td-her

mi“d:'rclevant to today'a women's tasks,”or” ‘whatever ~i:she’ thereby

actually degaaded women's *evolutionﬂry tale, Indeed;" Elying in the

" face of hiotﬂry, sHe writes as if” alt“revalutiouS‘uere "male défined

' This only ‘leads her to’a‘ vanguardia: eonclusion that'women, ‘even whe

. dobng nothing’ sho;t of initiating a great revoelution that® toppled

[ Tsarism,. lacked- “conscicLSﬂess." Thai 4s still one other form .of’ con-

aldering women“bacnward " In a uof', no" watter Thow “consc!ously“ one-

favors an’ independent women's' movement. - one doesn'c really consi&er

them capable ‘of "ge:ting there'- .- unless led by a ‘f"Yanguard: Party.'

Vangusrdism, elitism cannot it 1mpede the Women's Liberation™ -~

. Movement of today -from uo*king cut’ a new relntionship of spontaneity

.to organization, theory te practice;” ‘philosophy to revolotion. It’is but

one more form of separating. :hinking from doing, espegialiy as it re—

lates o women ‘as. thinkE!S‘““ﬁ""“ '="clut£cﬂﬂvi=s.'

) Working class worer

interest’ in revolutlons, ‘hot! slmply because ‘they! re excltlng events,-

but becaus<e they show working class women in motion as’shapers of 7’

“history.-The dialecticai relatiénship of spontaneity to organizacion

is of the essence to aln'of vs ds: we face roday?s crises. Itiis not.k

only Portugual which i3 under the whip of" the counter- revolution :hat

. began Nav, 25;°1975. ‘Thé 'glebal strupgle for power between: ‘capitalise

imperialism and 'state-capltalist- societies ‘calling themselves Conmunlst,_

all nuclearly armea _has” put a. question mark over the Gery survival

ol human)cy"

Creativity that ‘can ren!ly tear’ things up’at thelr ronts and
gcnuinely stort scmething new,- humnnly ‘new,  fan’ only-come from mass )
creativity. It 1s-only ' then when it is totally revolutionary, 13 not
‘hermed in by the ooncepf‘ﬂﬂﬂ r"Mn:"‘cia af ‘the "Party ra lead,” and it
is only then lt éan once nnd for ‘all end abcr:ed and unflnl-hed revolutionq.




Be 1t somethingxas ; ihpie. as thquuestion of'ucnen g struggle Eor
Equuli }-in the weryrmi

d%t SEUALYT thé*ﬁifl%d crises: or the deep recszssion -
<and:racdism in the 0. S., what: wemen are hunzer[m: fcr_is working out-at:he
relationship of thei

§9;e1y do no*‘need vet cne,more Eorm of: elitism What
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- Contrast thié-viéw-q ’”_Vl' r with the vi . 0f 3 Black woma
ankgfoﬁ_ththomenfS;leeihfi&ﬁfmoyeygntg‘ B L

. R 3

“Ifm"nptjthb?pughly_cngfﬁcédAzhac‘Black Liberation, the way it's
*beingispelled cut, will'really. and truly Mean my liberation. -I'm

not' 56-sure that when it comes time-"to rut down'my gun,"™ that I G
Cwoa't have - a’ broom shoved in my. hands, as so many of my Cuban sis- =~

ters have. _ . Sl .

i _,{{.-Nhen that black Woménts Liberationist expressed a fear that wvhen .
‘it comes to putting down the gun, sh2 may once again: have a broom shoved

-into her hands, she Gas expressing one of the wost anti-elitist new forces
~and new passions thatihad;comé-oﬁ:the-h!stcric:stsgc and were raising al-"
Jtogether nek questions. It is true -that, on the whole, these were questions

. eddressed to the private capitalistic warld, specifically the U.S5. " But the
women ware . saying: :"We will no-longexr be objects™-- mindless sex objects,
- or xobots trhat keep house, or cheap manual Yaber you can call.in. when there
"-are no men available énd discard: when thére are," These women were also
.demanding their heeds back, and it 4= this which surprised none more:than
‘the MNew Left, since though born out of the New Left, it 'was the New. Left
. - men whom Women's Liberation opposed. The sams women who had ‘participated
- .in‘every phase of the freedom movements refusecd-ro continue being.the ty-
-~ .-plats, the mimeographers, the "ladies* éuxilihriesﬁ,po”qhe¢Leftt4;Theye;“:m_
50 demsnded anend to the sepératibn"cﬁ”nﬂntal"and'ménugl labor, not only as
“.a Ygoal, M not ‘only against-capitalist society, but 23 ‘an femediate need ' -
of ‘the Left -itzelf, eébecia!ly_reggrding'wdmén.“'Npr_wEre-théy afraid to -
.. atrack the male chauviniswm in the black movement as wall.  Bilack and white
woiten joined together td'do:&attle,ui:h'che_prrogance:qf.a Stokely Carmich--
. n8el, who had said that "the only position for women in'the movement is ' s
Prone . " . . e - e ST S . T

~. . %0 undﬁmprqmls!ng_as;uellﬁas.ndamaht'was their attack on elitism and - :
“authoriterianism chat the very structura of the new. Women's: Liberation groups,
2 .the”swall groups.that sprang up evarywhere, were an effert to find a form -
that would allow for the 'self-devalopment of the fndividual woman, - They
. disregarded the established women's groups becsuse they too were structured |
and too concerned with the middle-class professional women. . They wished to
- ‘release all women -- most of - all.black, working-class, Chicano, Indian. - -

.. Whether it was a cuestion of the right to abortien, or equal pay, or
having control “over.their own: ljves, :the single word was NCW,  Freedom

_E.Philoso hy and Revolution: From Hege! ta Sartye and from Marx to Mao,
‘New. York: Delacorte Press, 1973, These excerpes are from Chapter 9,
-"New ‘Passions and New .Forces", pp. 275, 278:28l. Tha quote from the
Black Women's Liberacionist follows a quote from Angela Davis, uncriti-
cel of the Cubsn experience. S C e SR




_ s today, not :omarrow
waiting for the day. of the rnvolution, uuch less excluding from the politi-:
“eal struggle theoguestion ofthe rel -Women no o
longer:. considered that question-.a- werely priva:e matter. for that was only.
the’standard way of making wor=n Eeal isolated: and helpless. The very fact
that freedom’ was -in-the.air. wmeant that she no-longer was alone, that thnre;
. were - thousands forming & mcvement, a-Eoree. . Individuality and collectivity
" becams’ insepsrable from the mass:demonstrations:in Augist 1970. And for
.the first time also;-history was:not past.but “in_the making. And now that
they were making'it,.tHere was no feeling ‘that they were lost in a collee--
g tivity, bqt rather that-each: was individualized through thls historic pro-

s Thus,-in spiCe cf adversefpublicity about "ugly girls burning bras“ .
_&nd whatever ‘other’ nonsense the-male:chauvinists- .played-up’in:order. to méke
‘the ‘movement:- ook sikly, more and more women: kepts joining’ 1t.a"Different—-
‘kinds-of ‘women- whe had-dever ‘joined: anything ‘before:became: ‘activists --"gnd
.thinkers: . In-addition:to: those who.calléd themselves. mexbers “of ~ the méve-
:Tent,,thousavda‘mo;e ‘expressed:the sawme;ideas; from the welfdare’ mothers Sor-
ganizations to the new drives to. unionize: women's: 1ndustries gnd fight. the .
discrimination sanctioned by existing unicns. And the many voices gXpress- -
ing the.ideas of Women!s *Liberation were the result not of women reading .
Kate:Hillett's. Sexuwal-FPolitica. .or ‘the hundreds of “less serliocus works on the
subjent. ibut of the hunger-for.new roles in society and e relatlonships
for ‘them. here and new. - . - ‘ R :

Insteud of rﬂsping the link of concinulcy of today 8. strivings with

that ‘which Marx ‘sow emerging, or of listening td. new volces. todaY'S “Marx— ,i:”

Y 63 A.\‘_-

ases’ u.ucsriael\‘t_s ‘are-the ipEet me‘nples of- Marxisvconeept: of- lm:cu.ogy ua
CEalse: -eonsziousnees,. ~They “leok. upon! themselives. &s-the leaders,' or:at lenst
the. politiccs, uho can offer.%z rational reassezament of feminist ideology"
sud icok. down upon today's. new women. rebels as apolitical, as. if that meant
they: had; nething .to say. worth listeniﬂg ‘to ‘and ‘that there werd no.objective
valldity to. the.moverent. "It is itrue that with-the mass: demcnﬁtracions.'
by women; - especdally in New ank 1n 1970 all part:es want:£o g uue them.--
That pzecisely ia . the trouble.- : : ‘

_The uniqunness of today s Women s leeration movenenr 15 tha: it dares
to, challenge what is, :including -the male chauvinism not . only under capital-
“ism but within the. revoelutionary movcment Atself.. .To fearito. _expose this
male chauvinlsm leads to he;plessness. To.face reality. nnd to. face it not
through sheer voluntarism, but. with fullrawereness of all the forces: linved
up againan us, is :the one way to-assure the coalescence with other: revolu-
rionary forces, ‘especlally labor, which is so strategically. nlaced -in- prod—
uction and has’ its .oun. black dimension.  But the fact that it will not" be-
possible fully to ovarcome male: chauvinism as long as’ class’ suc!ety ‘exists
- does:not’ invalidate the movemont. any more'then any struggle for freedom is -
invalidated. . On the contrary, the very ‘fact: that -there 15 a widespread -

" Woment's Liberation movement preves that. it is an idea whose time has coma.
:and”thpt_it 18 an integral port of the very organism of liberacion ....
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MOVBMENT AS REASO“ ANB AS REVOLUTIONARY FORCm*

Deep in-the! Stberian nlne,
Keen! your': pationce proud;
The bitter toll-5hall not be lost.”
“.The rebel thought udbowed: ..o = -
bThe‘heavy-hanging chains will-fatlyr -
*The walls will-crumble at-a: word,
And Freedom-greet.yod in the - light, "
And brethErs give you back the. sword.t

As unrelaued as this poem by Pushkin about the Décemberist revolt of
18Z5-may..seen to be to:tha Women's :Liberation Movement of .our: day, the very
c.fact thaty -in: 1953, the’ ‘political  prisoners 'in the-forced labor:camps in
Vorkuta ‘used it as their freedom song-illuatrates both-the’ univetsality and:
“the Andividuality-of (liberation: struggles.. Cleerly,- the ‘poem: celébrated-not
0“1Y a.fightiagainst Tsarism. : What-the“20th:century.Freedom Fighters aspired -
to,.in-fighting also ageinst Communism, was. not a’return to :he old, but a
reaching out for a tocally new dimension.» : R =

, I was this aapiration. not only for ‘a: particular tyoe oE freedom, but
for total . dlberation; ‘thet enunciated a new. stage of the conseiouaness of
‘freedom, ;- Xt .1s inthis :sense that the . American woman hes suddenly bESU“
apeaking of “her enslavement, ~All the telk about the American women ‘as”"the
“froost inthe worlad" hosines, ond will not,-stop their feeling chained, .
thalr concept of "liberation as: scmethlng a‘grest desl'more ‘than-simply not
-:being.a’chattel slave, and having the vote: Thetr.voint:is thatnggggs_
as.thay are ob1ect5 {even: where that means an’ cbject of: Iove). they ara ' .
ot truly free. Ihey refuse to stand ‘'up and’ shout-"hurrah" for such type.
of “loveﬂ.w They demana to be whole humnn belngs.? a

Ever since ‘the. myth of Eue giving Adam the auple ‘was® cren:ed, women-

heve been: presented:as ‘devils or-as angels, but def initely not as’ human
~beings,. Only one philescpher, Hegel, relsted the myth. not - to Bin, ‘but

to knowledge. No doubt the concept of knowledge - 13 an improvesent on the-
c:concept of 'sin, but that hatdly tekes 1ssue with why woman is blamed for .
itha expuision from Paradisa. - In Flterature, ‘we scem’'to have:been found
.. ‘gullty ever since. The portrayal of women. in cur day as eithor dumb blonds .
R dev;ls keeps up to date the male chaavinis' ny:h. )

e . R

el Let -us begin ulth Greece. not cnly as the blr:hplace ‘of Western Civif
-_lizatlon, but the birthpiace of the tragic drama.. Take the Oresteia; the:

" greatest trilogy in dramstic. literature, Until fairly recencly, I seem to =~
have- seen nothing male chauvinistic ebout” “thena's: speechy” I am sure:T am
not. the only one. -The pursuit of the furics, after Orcstes. murdered his
mother for having murdered his- fother, is so unrelantlng that the audience

is hnppy when- Athena pronounces him not gullty.--~

© *From Ngtes on Woman's Liberation: We Speak in Mony Volces,
‘News' and Letters Coamittecs, 1970




LLiBe Eor 0:est»s~sha11 -this . vote. be cest- e
: Ng: mnther gave me. birth, and: in a1l things .
Sava,marriage Toomy. father's. child indeed,.
With*all oy heart coﬁmEnd the, maseuline.
‘Wharefo—e 35 shall not ‘hold;of; higher*woxch s

A woman whe was killed because she killed

’,Hcr wedded lord and master of he. home.
Upon an equal vote Ornstes ulns.u,,

Lite eture and Historv ! The Black DiMEnsiGn‘

<A 1 his'nry being con;emporary history, we. cannot help but-look at
the: same drsma’ with eyes of -‘roday,’ with the conrcicusness of taday' 3,;

Vi Women's: Liberarinn Movemenn. This- cime, when T watchad! the drama =z in
Ypsilanti uhere wa tried to- recreate ‘the Greek-tragedies’ ‘and- comedies 1n¢
g {more or less) geniiine Greek theatte with a Greek’ direutor and. Judizh
Anderson as Clytemnestrad ---% was’ saying ‘to myself: . Well, whst do you
. know, here is Athena telling ‘us that.since she sprang Eull-grown from . ..
the forehead of Zeus,: it- geems that a mother-is nothing but a receptacle

~La. ‘the''sead of the ‘man -and’ thaty therefsre, Crestes haa: nct,reel1y came- .
“mitted the greatest” ‘erime ‘on earth in wurdering his mother. ~Though the
'wordq are spoken by a woman,ie-ie o typleally male:chauvinistic! speech.
“What ‘I sm teylng to. say is-thdt this ousreness.is what the. WOmen 5 Liberay
tion: Movement of today: hrS brounht to today 'S femlnism.. -

Whe:har we are :alking of the women - characters in Greek tragedy -
Ctytewues:ra, Medea, Electra -- or whcther we look at Shakespeare®s Lady
- Hacketh or-that: horribleseraature 4 ng- Coneril -- or. we come
down to the 20th-eéntury, be it Eugene Ofieill's Mourning “Becomes ‘Eléetra’
or: Jean-Poul-Sartre's The Flies; Jdramatists aeem-to be- -doing nothing but-
—:—vupdatins thesa: characters: -The whole:.point:is.that literacure, even_at -
ritsigyeatest,: rcflects .the- male-dcminated society undet which wezltve,
which§ in turn; affects-all o!'us, women: includea.‘ We wi]l not..cscape
male ‘chauvinistic speeches conlng out of our mou:hs untllﬂwe tear this

A5 against the nyths of either pre-history or - literature. :he history
s 0. the struggles of women’ for ‘freedon show women . in acvery-dlfferent. liaht.
“This is especlally clear: in ithe US; where- the black dimension: became a -
catalys* For: liberation long before the Women's: Liberation movement of
: tdday.s Te- ‘arose: during the Abolitionist movemenc. .when tha Sojcurner
'Truchs ‘and 'the ‘Harriet Tubmans were ‘speakers,’ ‘Woanernish, leaders,‘whiie
“the:white ‘women were atill mainly the ones who arranged the: ‘plendcay:
rnlsed ‘the money .and !in eévery way were subordinate to ‘the male Abolitionist
“leaders. = When the white middle: clags womsn saw the Black womern: being- bnd
acting a5 .leaders of the Underground Railuay, the white women dec.ded to
¢ be:more then handmaldens. The "Suffragette“ movement arose ou: of the
Abolitionis: Movement. f :
“ar some pﬂculia~ *cuson. at *he'r very ‘irst conven*icﬁ in 1863, ;he
unmen still: felt-a man should function-as chalrman of thelr meetings. . They .
“soon found 'out thet, though the' Abolitionist Movement was by ‘Ezr the most
.advanced movement of ‘the time, it nevertheless held many ‘pre judices ‘on the
“question of: women. - The ‘men ‘Abelitionists, ‘who were ‘glving thuixr lives to
end slavery, nevertheless refuged to chair the meeting of the uomen.' The-

7430 -




'*nnly ene. who consented was Frederick Douglass. ’(In fairnéss to the founder -
of Abolitionism, it Should b& saildithat’ when- the: Anti-3lavery Conference.’
in Eng‘and refused to séat- the American womzn delegates, forcing” them ta-

it in the balcony, Wm.:Tloyd uarrison, who'was supposed teoglve’ the main -
. speech to the Conferenc$ % isid - d0° S0, - He sat witn tha women in the bE
T gallery, as.a proteht.) s s : :

- - long ag- they were - ralated to both -the black and “the. proletarian
_'women, the Suffragettes, even though they: were middle-class women, went
‘wery far in-fighting for were than: just rights for rthemsalves. But after
the abolition of slavery, 'Susan’ B. “Anrtiony.and ‘Lucretia_ Mott Jand-all- the
middlé-class women who continued: the long. bicter fight, never:heless ‘showed
"2 ‘narrowing’ of the'strupggle- along’ class:lines. -When they £inally did get
" the ‘vote, ‘it was far removed from what the ‘proletarian women needed and "
were doing. This. separation along class lines has not stopped, ‘so that:
' toddy ue: must ‘face those degrading TV commercials- that try to sell us ‘the
‘idea that ‘the-hard-fought basttie for equality has been mat by cur rignt
_to wear mini-skirts (at least until. fashien’ dic:acors tell us otherwise)
'and Having "our own" brand of cigarettes';ﬁ"" el :

= :“'As against the pas:, all of the past, including some of the revnlu-
tionary past,-and the women who made it:.in a man's world,: :today's Women's
ILiberation -Movement mot-only rafuses tc stop-short of -total freedom,.but
refuses to wait for "the day: after" the revolution.to obtain it. .On the
contrary,. she will be p1rc of that historic: process .of making: freedom real
: for all. .

. The uniquennss of ‘the- WLM is seen also_in this, that even the women _
in':he;revo{uticnary movement are. sa;ing._ atare-mot waiting for £s--" 0
MOTrowW :to geét our: freednm._ We're beginning:the struggle today. We are-
- not-leaving '1t" to the .men comrades to.gain freedom 'for' us, .We're strug-.
‘gling for it ourselves.L We: refuse .to-subordinate. 1t to another movement;
the WiM {cself is a revolutionary force toward-total: llberation for iall.:
. The very emergence of an’ Independent WLM is proof of the ‘validity of its
-independent existence.: That . waan't ‘created frea” above;)lt ‘wasn't buils
-by. men, not . even: by mala: revelutionaries; it- won't fold upiso thac a pnli-
'cical pﬂrty. ‘85 some general wlll"*should ‘ba’ nre emlnenc AR .

- :f: “Apd- I should add that, 1n distlnction o my generation uhose aim uas'
i 'to be:"just like men™ (since they seemed-to be having all the: privileges),
the new.generation-of. Mfeminists" do not.wish ‘to be "just like .men.” : The
yvoung women feel -that men, .too, are. alienated. beings, and they want 'to
te whole -human beings. .. Having .scen revolutions as great as the Russisn
:Revolucion g0 .8S0uUr, and the.Chinese revolution.-- or Cuban, for that matter
== . remain incompleted,- they ‘have -added to their sense of- world revolution
that it ‘be ‘not-anly ogainst the old expioitative syscem. but alm for a
tatally tew society on truly human foundacions.- '

. oo A
: Put difierently. they do not conslder bhe relat!onshlp of woman to

,=mnn to be e "privote- matter" either before or the day of. or the day. after
'—che_revulutﬁpn. Precisely because it hod been deslt with:as a private’

matter, it was easy to-plny the game of walting till Y"the.day after.'. )

If we. are to beg.n thnt Liberation struggle today -- and-that's what :ha
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_rvomén have beﬁun e :he past few years - the relationship of man-to womsn
cannct pe-trea*ed as a private ‘matter, as if it were- only a queszion ‘of
d’a d wife; ox? TmeThey endchild, -6r singleé girl to pevénts.: “That 1s
only ne. more.way.to ‘make .wemen feal: ‘igglated endrhelpless ‘Onge’” :here is’
A Wcmen‘s Liberation'uovement, the ‘whole "stmosphere” .of “the’ country changes,
- ‘that’ evdn where“it is a’quéstion’ of establishing “personal’ reldtions
w1th sueetneart or huabund, with Eﬂtte' or brother; you on‘t’feel alone
- 1

R Collectivi:y and indigiduality have become 1nsepurable not mezely
because after .you have had _your, £ight at home, ‘vou- can’ come to. ‘the WL
meeting- nd ‘;ear of others’ struggles.. but: because'of uhe haight:ened con-
scicusness which makg% you ‘see, . be Jit ‘man or TWOMAny. ‘het he | she "is
only 1ndivldu31{~ed'through the: process of history. -

ot V, T .am sorry to criticize the organization befozv’which Iﬂm sveakiﬂg --
L do appreciate your inviting me to, 5peek on Women's Libera;ion. ‘But it
- shocked me. to hear that you still’ use the word "auxi!lary“ - Womnn's
’.Auwiliary of tha Ethical Cultural Societyﬁl Hamen are not. "auxiliaries.

‘As . you.saw, thz historidal’ orxg;n “of the Women's Libaration Movement,

cevan’ when:i ,centered around getting the ' vnte, was born, in ppositlon to

being dere. auxiliaries, to thel\bolitionist Hovement.u Today, as we shall

- e lateL, it is far, Ear beyond the, political scruggles Eor vote ‘oY’ pro-

. pRTEY., —iehta. Hhen_I spoke to, the Women s . Liberation group: at ChicagO
University, they presented me uith ‘statistics about how e Womey are
professors, the rvestrictions on promotions, etc., gtc, Women workers are
presentinz their, ;demands.. .. It is clear that the struggle will not stop

-unnil thera will 6 total. 1iberauion.,,

moved the nyth of ﬁdam and Eve Erom ‘the' thﬂalogy of sin to’ the spher

of krowledge. ‘tarx, Yoohed at’ n:story 23’4 ch&iQPNLUL oE,l_va ~and, there.
fcre, "of the need, oE a totnlly new way of” life, a phllosophy of | liberation .
he called ‘the new Pumanism. In hHis eariy. ‘Homanist essays, he’ kepn reicera-_“
‘ting thet so. long as ‘we talk only about different ‘property. forms; wa will
nevex. get to new human relations, least of all the relacionship of man to
woman. Ptlvate proparty. Harx 1hsisted ha-.made us. 50, stup!d that we
rhinl'only of poisessions. ‘We'are constantly substltutins & "to have"

T2 "o be".') Bit the abolition of’ przvate property wnuld not,” alone,
b"ing about 2 new soc!ety, as’ the” vulga— communists thought"this Marx
insisted, only "negates the’ personality of ‘man," not | to men:ion the most
Eundarﬂntal of 911 elatlons. that of .man :o woman. - :

It is th*s type of totall; riew relations that many 1n the Women's
"Liberation iovement are ‘aspiring to. There are many different’ varieties
oE groups; from the so- callcd grandmother of them all -- the:Natlonal:-
Organization of" Wonen (M,0.W.); which is- dlrected to :he proiessiona!
women = ‘through’ WRAP uhich was - coneerned not mhrely wtth the status of
wonen in  Beademia- b u*th actuel claas struggles (especially :hose :hat

T.Alchough the G-undrlsse as o whole ‘has not been translnted into Eng-
1ish to this day, the passages both on individualization through hishory
. and Mark's view of womsn in pr!m!:lve communism, which differ sharply
from Engel's occur in the section that ‘has beeun published” undar the o
title Pre-Capitnlist Economic Formations. See cspeclally pages 85,91, 96,




regard women: ho;pital worPers and- their demand for a; nurse“y for uarking
“wothers) . to the -Women® Svuibevat on Coalition:of; Michigan that, retains the
decentraliued small:group ‘ruclei. l.am mostly concerned with.thos
Detroit; who ‘have’ 1ssued this panuhlet, Noten on Womﬂn s-Liberation

“leterian:and, students.

-philosophy;;-

Humanist but»the latter are a minority, dgliberacelz a nlnor!cy awong the
many voices.‘ ‘I would like to read to you two of the pieces by'black women
contr:butors- Une Ethel Dunbar, criticises the white woman-l“ :

black women abau: wcméu s problenm. Whlte men have taught them N
for’ ‘so long. that tkey ara better ;han black uomen, tha: itikeepa’
coming out all the time, [ was- ‘at’a dtscussion several’ weeks -
;- .8g0 on the queqtion of women's wights . .. where one white woman,
an old.politico, said she had just left . caicus-in her union vhich
had, been discussing the problems of women ‘fn che*shon " The-ques-
ticn came up of white women fightlng for higber pay, DEcaUQL :
even black men were’ getting'higher uages than® white “woieny: Being
a- black woman, it ‘made mwe angry-to haveit® *put “that’ way, ‘because
'.it soundeu as though white wunen thought they' houlq makg more .~
‘than black wen. ~Blaek men do ‘hard, hard work:And-there s
":something wrong wlth that uhole way uf thlnxing.ns hhite

',The other black worker was concerned; instead, with ‘theifact’ that
black women workers “are so busy with other fights around the job and" h
rac!al disc.lmination and: they Eeel these are more imoorcant to do firs:.

are progects

Tn trv tol denv tbat men are "progecta,“ to. feel sa self conscious about
women being "apolicical" ‘(and bécause. ‘of that’ "backward“) ‘that “yéu" tHiﬂL
:reoccupation with‘male chadvinism is to the detr!ment of ! "socialis: ‘poli-
“ties™; leads, nf‘necessity, to degrading’ the very congeént’ of . revolutionary
_socialism to a veriety of reformiam, fa’ radical’ feminism com@ensurate
“with the reformists® polltical sophisticatlon and efEicacy " In concIu-_
sion, therefore, I wish to turn to a criticism of the “Left," old and new,

~and to do so_ from the vantage pcint of %arx s Huanlsm. - B

2 Moat of ths quo:eu that follow arc from Clatre Morlarty 8 article 1n
" N9 Wormen's Libeération,” ¥ew Politice, Spring 1970, However, 1!
'actually teking" issue with the whele Left, old and new' - Stalinis s,
Maoists, Trotskyists, inuupenaent socialists. ‘it just happans: that
_Claire Moriar:y has expressed chese politicos' views best.
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Ma'-'x 5 l"um:mism‘and Todav’s Merx‘sts

ceaeny roae Pl ad

It s nut ‘only-the cung marx uha hsd demonstrated the dtcreplt state

of capital!sm both: t:hrougthploit:atinn of “labor. and *hrough .an analysis :
“of the five senfes in the alienated state that’ exploitative scciety -Ampeses ..
‘on- them. _"In pilace’ of “all the physical and: spiritual senses, there is the - -
-senserof: possesslon, vhich-is-the. alienation of.all these sSeunses.". Fragmen-.' -
tatlon® o‘c' the: 1ndividua1 wnuld contime.-.the mature: Marx;of ithe.Grundrisse -
. Btatesi'sov long as.we>do-not ‘reunite man:as sdaer.an wan as. thinker.# :Indeed,
insofa- as:the’ enalauemnnt ‘of ‘women izuconcerned;. it c..c‘zrrad wichin® commu-
halsociety itseis ~before the institutlon of :slavery. mFuthermGreg the

[ uﬁpaid 1abor- t:‘WifE and-'child cortinued after: the aholition of

M arxts. whole point is r.ha.. nothing, nothing short of a. ‘new. "thorough-r
gcnng i\aturausm or Humanisn'," that is to.say, the: self ~development: of .
;wen’ and women: Kand;Ifef that matter; chiidren,: for we allilive: and suffer
from living”in’what Marx called the' "pre-history"icf humanity), the-recon-
‘stitution’ of being as a laboring, thinking, passionate, whole hupan:being

signifies a ‘new - scciety.- Thus the sbolition of orivate capitallsm is but-

the "firse’ negation."' This too’ must be:transcended for "enly by the
transcgpdence af- thi "memation (comwn‘sm)...does there arise Pg_g,it__itr_
beginmng from 1tselt' 3 - :

“Indeed, it is Mary' at his:
of ﬂctivity (thaoreticallv. in Caniral- pr"r""cﬂ”“ and.nelitically

L= v

L Paris -Commung} “and a‘L the bay until his déach. 1171883 M‘;}Eﬁ_ﬂ::-

Ehak Mavy ‘1ifts off Erom Lhe gomodity-form is’ not only ‘For ‘purposes of
showing rhat what -8ppears’ in the market as an equal exr‘hange of things |
15,30 reaiity, ‘an exploitative relationshin of capital - to’ labor at- the.
puim: ‘of produc:ion. It 1s wlso, and above ‘all, to demonstrate that Ythe
"fantastic atpaarance™ tg’ true.  This’ is what human relations have begome -

A _class sogiety: labor has become reified, made into a thing -as-if ‘1abor
' ,'we're no more ‘than an extension of the machine. " Therefore the old must be

“overthrown, root and: branch -’ it- HNideology" ifelse'consc;ousness)'-"as.'

""11 uEn 1 5 exploitution. o

1 of r:ii:h'r grasping the link o£ continuity of - touay s strivings*

wi..n_ ‘that. which Mearx s.aw .emerging, or listening fo new volices, today s

""“arxists“ ‘themselves are the best examples of Marx!® s voneept of iéeology

‘as" false.consciousuess. They look upon themselves as ‘"che leaders;": or
at: least the politicos who can offer "a ratlional reassessment of - feminist
ideology," ‘and “look ‘doun upon’ today's new women rebels as "apolitical,"
g8 "1f ‘politics were the equivalent ‘of & philosophy of ‘liberation. They-
“are . insensitlve to the: distrust the rebels. .entertain toward them because
the; cannot. concéive that'the’ Homen's Liberntion Movement has a point

uhen it: consldcrs the politicos a5 no more than stilt “another: group that

“wishes to trnnzforn them intc maretauxiliaries of ‘athar Wovéments. ‘Whether -
thPy are asked n-erely to for:n a- "Ccmtnitt?e l:o Suppor: the Soclalist w::rkersh_,

e v e

-3 Mm‘).‘s nou Eamous Eennnmlc-f‘h'lnsophlc “Ianuqcript;_, IBM ‘mve

: u-tdcrgonc mnny Emlish translationa. 1'm qunting mv own. whioh np-
pcnrca ns nppnnuix Ain ﬂm-xism ‘and rreeunm. ;
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Party Candidates,” or they arc .naited ":c bu'ld a labor part ,‘ :helr
d!soust is the:game, T . ‘sure thev are bteing used, when someone
‘*11¥a Clalre Mor*arty rushes to the wrong conclusions that:! :
'Negfo problem' 13, An reality a uhite problem;'chauvlnlsm should-be

The truthijsitha’ exact dpposite.\,While socialists .were:;busy. pro=
m‘ng che ‘impozsibility for. Negrocs £O solverthe "Nezro u'oblemviﬁby
‘the blacks: proceeded to.createithelr: aan..ndeoendent ;ma8s
«—It isTnot’ iabor or-''gsocialism" which acted BN catalyst fa“ o

both,the ant!-war movemeut “and, :indeed;: gave birehito s wheles neu,genera—- -
Ttlonof " zavalutionaries, ‘hat the black revelution® which was,; both catalyse.
~and reagon, and continues to- be that ceaseless movement.teday. :To:hold
“zhat: :hL vioman Tebels sre now.to.consider male chauvinism’ Ythe corcern of
“man*<may sound’ag” chun&erous as-Simone . de Beauvoir s Second.Sex. (1t is
ahe who proaxaimed it esrly and loudest), and-may . produce a, few: moTe...
T women who heve .made "it: in:a man's world. s But:the- movement was created
‘AOTS BY hor.fbut by thene "apolitical" woimen who: :ooL mautcrs 1n-o chﬂir

Ihe whole attirude cf today's "Marxists" to hemen Liberation is

_ﬂunot helping, but’ endangering .the ‘movement: " just_when: i 15 ‘Brying. tqrpver-"
ocome- 1ts- owWn emniricism and distrust. of. ideologues and 15 beginning'to

‘search for tthry, for a total phtlosophy that is a way of life in search

of ‘other life. Eorceq of liberation who would-look_ to’ be whole men as they

Jlook to be whole women. . Ccmmunlsts, Socialis:q, Trocskyists, Maulsts

and eyven Fideliaths cannot, after all,.hide the. fact that, despite the

countleqs revolutionary wonnn. and. many marcyrs, there ‘has_bee| one,*only o

: 1 tionf

5

We. need'pheoreticxans hho can: face todey'= probloms. IL_lc true that
uﬂmcn'thnoretlcians can be. "er ‘eated” neithey via isolstion £rom, men,‘nor .{
Tby-spendingfall thelr time’ denounclng male ehauvinism;""ﬁut why be g0~

7£earfu1 of""exceqses"’on cthe’ question of | flgh:ing male chauvlnism;“and
whky b2’ 50 eager .a ‘Beéaverin getting women;"to’ particioater in’the working ..
‘out of Mpolitical strategy™ thec you are ‘led to: plung®into” ass!nine ‘asser-
“eten? . Thus Clalre Moriarty writes so. ‘zlowingly of technology that ~it - =
Cwould i appear 4t -hag indeed Yeliminated" noching, short of  the 1nconven-
lense of F.egnancy" .:Nsturalxy.s e didn't mﬂa. ‘the. absurdi:y that,
‘looge phrasing makes it sound, " Dut hou eould 5he have slipoed into'such
bizarre expresslons? R T TE B

T?e answer lies daep 1n the races es. of the concent of the b&ckuard-
nass cf the npolitical women. So weighted down 1s she by .this elitis:
concept that she is led inexorably to vulgarize Marx's: greatest disco~:
very: dis:orical Materialism,” She ao shorply separntes the 1deal from
the nmterial that she can write: "Glven our posltion as htstor!cal mater-.
.{alists, ve, ‘understand that changes in cansclousness do not precede but
L CCCOmpany, institutional change, hance, it/ is reiat!vuly Erultless £or
women to attempt to comhat male chauvins!m.“ R

Thcre, the cat finnlly 15 out of the bag. Along uith the concept of
the backunrdness of the apolitical women is the: - conceot of the 1mmobility
of the males. Erom their dominant pesition. Poor Marx! To all the wvul- )

'narizat!en 'h° bourgeaisie actribures te his dxscoverv of kia:or!ca‘,m&*er--




ialism, ae'nou have on-independ nt'soclalist blaming that hlstoric dis-

.covary for making iv "velotively rru1t1nns for women:to’ attempt to com—

bat male chauvinism"' . . . :
Material coﬁditionu, it is tru y. deternine onsciousness

i vefsn, 45 we! "look ‘at a historical stretch 'of the del elopmen;’of mankind -
. = ! il ’ SI i

_tion of 8 direction toward ‘thet future.’
“been able to work cut a philosophy of revolution. we would have remained
jthe one-dimensional men and women Herbert Merause thlnks we are.

The dlalectic. even in'tbo bourgeois ideall t»Hpgel‘s concepts was, 3
great voyage of discovery for all’ because ir et us see the antagonistic
" duality of’ opposing forces_living An the same ‘patlon,’ ‘gountry, world. -
Hegel "s genius saw that the very process of 1aboring oroduced;” in the’
. slave, a2 “aind of his own.” Marx expressed ‘this more concretely ‘and ‘com=
_:prehtnsively when . he said the very alienatlon oE the I-boreriproduces "a
‘quest” For universality.” - If ‘Lhat were not: uo,'humanit" mi"ht as W911
) uait for the moon‘tG_V1slt earth'i. . : ; :

o

Compare the coqiining walls built b" teday's Marxists wi:h the viqion
of. Marx who c0uld describe wealth in the future in'the g;ggggig§s-'

When‘the narrew bourgeois forn has . been peeled away, “ihat ‘is
E alth,-if ot the” universalltv of - needs,’ capacities, enjoynents’
: produotivn powers, atel of 1ndSViduals. “produceédTin universal Tex="
- chargd? 'What, Af not the full development of human concrol over
‘tha’ foreesaf natiye '=-' theselof-his-oun naturé as. ‘well_as thosé
0f so-called “narure”? What, if not the sbsolute elabsration’ df~
hig.creative dispositions, without any preconditions other than
oﬁtectdent historical evolutlon which makes the- totality ‘of this
> 1 \' . i e.,the evolution of 21l human’ p0wers Estuch, unf“
__measured by any previously established” yaréstlck --"an"end in .
‘itgelf?  What "is this, if not a situatlon where man’ does not’ re-
produoe himself in” ny ‘datérminad form, but ‘produces’ ‘bis tota}}ty?
‘Where hé ddes not s8ék'to remain something’formed By’ tne pas:.3
~ but iv tn the absolute movenent of becoming? '

o The uniqueness of today s WQren 5 Liber«tion Movement is thah it
dares to: challenge what ig, including the ‘male chauvinism not ‘only undor
capitalism but within the" Tevolutlionary’ movement itself and’ speok!ng

_even with’ Eenale voices.‘ To fear to expose this male chauvin!sm leads
te belplessnes . Ta tace’ real[ty,'and to face, it ‘not through shear
valuntarism, but with full awareness’ ‘of all the forcas Tined ‘up’ 0831ﬂ5t

“*us, is th:s one way.to assure the: coalescence Witk ‘other revolutionary

k toroes, especiaily laber which is 80 strategtcally placed in- PT odhction
and hes its own black dimamsion. o doubt we- ‘will not fully overcome-
male chauvin!sm so long as class. socicty axtsts. But we can ‘and- will

- break up- its monolithism.; We can and will witness the development: of -
Wwomen themselves not- only as: force- butas veason, We can and will be
a catalyst not only for .our dovelopment as ‘all-yound human beinas. but

“elsa for. that of men, . The first step.in that direction 1s to meer’'the
challenge as it appeors. .everyshere it appears, any time it rears its’

~ head, under no’ motter what, disgu!ses. The Elrst act of ' liberation is
.to demnnd back our own heads.
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) ~...0N WDMEN IN THE FOST WAR . WORLD, AND ”HE OED RﬁDICALS*

33-,AlDuring ghe war, ;omen by the millions left. tha ki:chen for the :
factory. The . physiognomy ‘of: the labor force changed ver ‘con,iderably,
and. with- at,. rhe“relationships in’ the home . But thisl*s“by no mean a-
_completed: battle.. . The revolt of: ‘the women, which™ be;
;war,,.-did: r.nt end with the en of the-war. Qu‘n'.e !:he cnnttary, g
“intensified. . It is ndaily, &d hourly struggle in which the w man wnn
to establisn new. relatidns'wlth her ausband,Jwith the children wi:h
‘cthe uomen, Znd othe' ‘me}

From 81! thls. ‘the radical parties were as isolated as’ :hey are
frow the .moss movument in general.  But the new: Amprint-that the . :
women were making An’ society as a whole, pOuld not leave ‘the ~ nar:ies_
.unaffected and the struggle burst o there when the mon began to -
rerurn Erom the war, ‘and. resume their old posts, even a8 1 7d1ad i
bourgeui society. BL: it was so wrapped up in Marxist er on’, that i;‘
alwa)s ‘easy to seée ‘that between the party and’ bourgeois socliety’
's o basic distlnction on this very basic questlon._f' *

) To get a ccncept of the smeller’ bat:le 1n the party. RS- is best
5_to see 1t an aoclety,as a whole first. ‘The mdss wovement into the

3 :unon with uspicion By men in the Gamd manner.as’ _
the First movement of the’ Negroes ‘Into industry, before the CIO"bould

“they bring their uorking conditions and: standards downi. And 1unt

i as the; Negroes’ proved to be Inyal; f?llow uorkers, 50 ‘d1d the womens

Only’ the,womar “Lonked, at'the men uiLh suspicion, ‘t "'uill :hese
_trv:to; domina‘ Ehem 17 ’thie factory as .their husbands : .
ln‘the hcme-_ They;yere determ:ned thnt no . sueh gg;gﬁ

3_omen as human buings proved LR have )
up sufficiently in thelr rela:ions to note’ that !n
_Eact somathing new hﬂd happened ‘an’. the Anerican scene' not only uhe
women in. factories. but .even. white collar-u men,jtelephone workers and
o such.: took o.the. picket 11ﬂe and mass work T, approach.
- the awakening .of " theseitew ,trata 1n tha popﬁlac:nn._
thev had it in then."'

H:Tpey. lso didn't Lnow that the. wnmen workerq wou'd "have JAe in
*hem .to come. tome | and - wish to es:ablish new relations there, too:
: There: the men_stopped.: Thc woman was etill expected to: do all, :he
“.housework and.take care of the chi‘dren, and stay at home. while che
'men uent out.to, play’ poker._ The women. "however, took thelr neu role
ln production ser;ously. they gained a new uignity an . w‘uongepu.'

£ yhat thetly relationg to thelxr feliowmen and fellowwamen should . b
nd they refused tn ,ubmit to"the subo*d nate’ role in hich thcy had

C % This article consis:s cf excerpts from an unpubltshed rough draft

. of an essay.j"our O*gani’aclon. weitgen by Raya Dunayevskay dn

'3.1951. ‘It 'was reprinted ‘in Notes on Women's Liberation: We Sgeak
in Manx "Yolges, Newa & Letters Committees, 1970._ The entire essay
is. in tné'Raya Dunaysvskaya uul;ECuiuu,‘%a nc Sta*a Un!vgrs!tv ER
-abor Archives, Deeroit, M1 48202. B




beeq placed iu the nome- be:or"'théy got the 1'lfac:c:yﬁ,ch,.
where they couldinst’ uerkﬂgut theinew-relatlons,” thev took to" breaking‘
sup. the homes, ‘even wheére:it meant the woman' would becOme theidole -

'Thn politic!ﬂns‘ Hougbt all that was neednd to reestablishsthe
:stability of: the:home was rol give ‘the ‘women- . a-few: posts inithedi:
government business s theTarmy;and: point with: pride to: the: expandingt
‘ﬂwerican economy and. all the: gadgets for the kitchen o make life : :

y. categorieall b
,ﬂge to ‘the men: 'Théy wished-to have not: only: sex al But " human relations
with'them.. They wers:out senrching foria total rﬂggganizatlun of . :
gggig:x. sIn that® seatch, - some:women also. came ta’ ‘the. radical: parties.".
.. These. rﬂdical iparties failed to recognize this: new concrete: revolutien-.
“ary-force-in’ society, but that Eorce recognized them, foriit hsd: set
up new standardﬂ by we ich to iudge th!s so-called rcvolutinnary e

'”:nmvemenL.

v SIn chat -same period L at; the end of the uar, ‘ar flghc broke out in,
.thp arkera' Party, ‘over- their: failure-to:grow. - They. looked,-not RS
to tha: tYPE of propaganda - they had. put cut which was’ governed by.their.
view rhat the:American:masses: were Ybackward™. . Moy they- looked only; at’

~“the people. who.fNad. carried ost-the 11ne and, sings these happened:

. to have been women: who had: replaced the men-inrall  posts where
) needed it Wasy &gainst them: that tne fight had started.“

';to strugglas between mcmbera for posts, began to.pay a:nention tof’
‘this one. ‘For- it was clear. ‘that: this. was Dot an’ individual quest{on,
-_bat: here a: sc'-ial hro‘\;em was 1nv01v°d._ i : : - .

R . e

. We csme to the defense of the women who had occupied the past

- of "eity organizer whichiwas.now being.: contested: . "What is this;
“bourgeois.nonsense. of . :he men returning to, their; posts as if the

wemen who had dene all.the work. during. the, war: years:were not genuiﬂe 5T
political ieaders, but just substitutes?: But.this~new ‘aiement  was-i
buried: in the 2ld politicsl terms:. it is your political line, not the:
_person exscuting ity which brough“ about this mess. and stultlfied
the party 8 growth." el P L .

ZOur . own use of eld political terms, 1nscead of seelng the en- ..’
tirely new element--that- the,. Woman' Question,:in and of: itself, was
“playling- 2;new - role;  not alone outside, but inside the organization--
left us: unaware’ -of the significnnce that women, iR’ increasing’ aumbsrs
U were workers. - Ohe womanin part icular had a.spectel problem,-since
‘she had- a 12 year old child  and no husbandy »But.we-pald no- special ...

attention to this problem as 1£, to the extent that it was not just
a personal- but a social problem, it was in any case. unsolvable under
capitalism.;,Thnt {a the monstrous trap that awaits ‘al)] who do-not::
see rhe new. in a. situacion, and we uur,elves almost Eell lnno 1t.

what preven:ed us Erom so dolng in: this caae was our ranxs,
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ard'ﬂspﬂcial y the women., Fir «t, one tn.ng wasfclear., Thexe qu a mew T
typa of  respsnse ‘tencertain. bis*oric incidents:which:would. atyegsao:

S Mehe effinity of ‘thel struggle of*Negroes- and women: in’ ‘Americai". The

" new women mambersrin: our‘tendency would: lieten. for. example; to:the-
'rela:ionship betweeﬁ the Women's Rights Movement: and they Abolitionists,
“to-the:fact. that Frederick Dounlass was the enly one, ‘evet- among . tha
Abolitionfsts- wo’waS'willlng ‘to. eheir the/women's- meeting,'asfif W
th!s was’ scmeching thataeccurred ot inithe. '30'5 of-the:last century,
but scmething that:in:one’ form'or another” they were - eneeun:eriﬂg
right now daily, at the bench and 1n the heme.. ;

These histo-tc questioﬂs assuwed that contemperary coloration
because ‘of - the urgency*of their: present: revolt.. What.was’ pushing:. -
“itself. outward was-the inteasity and. totality of the.- approach., By‘* :
continuinu her;ravolt-dally. &t her-homé, -the women were-giving a new:: .
dimension’to. polities.  She was. by-paasing the- specialized organization-
- of women'and - locking for a. new,‘a total way out. This sur.own; women:
“wera sensing by thelr assoclstion.with their: shopmates and the prcle-

: terlan housewives ine their neighbcrhoods...::

It was fron ‘these new. sccial types among the; masses outslde
thet our women were:getting new impulses,. They were £inding’ thelr: best
friends, moreover, not’ anong - the so-wcalled: revolutionariee ‘on the:
Anside;  but. amongst’ thelir shopmates on the - oitside, If ‘this had:
brought ‘Lhem into conflict: with the petty-bourgeols women in the!
“ Workers ' Part?; it reachad-.even a-grester. intensity when they began
.ftalking to the:women in the Socialist Workers Party,; which our ten-':
idency had’ reJoxred in 1947 when it- looked as if’ they were. at:  least.
:etaining their revolutionary perspective on. the AmPTiyﬂﬂ scene.'

o Uur ‘rank’ and’ file women: rlrat came into confliet with the women 1n

:uhP SWp because- some. occupled tha same subordlna*e position that

“women' did .in’ bourgeois society- they worked to: support thelr men, " -
whe wexre "leaders' in the pariy..-They were equaily hostile, ‘however,
to the women leaders-in the. party who.looked to them like the'career: -
“women:in the. bourgeois world. :Thesz:weren't the naw: soclal. types---'“'
. they were meeting ‘en’ the outside, who added.a new aimensxan €6 .the.
American character: by: theixr- present. revolt. : Not at. all,  They were.
women with-a "mission'--tc'lesd other:women. ©The’ struggle was .one of
the rank and flle against’the leeders, nmle and Eemale.

The fir t incident ‘came’ about as folluws.' Our ranks had been

calklng to their shopmatee ‘and to the noighbcrhnod women and from

them they; began to get tales . of . revolt ‘described ‘rather broadly
,-ﬂabove, but very vlvidly and’ concretﬂly by thése women - from che out-
. 'sidey ~One: young woman of our tendency stated that the Woman Questlnn'
‘Was ‘not- SUnmcnzng me::;y historie, and she-for  one was’ NGt interastad-
in che development ‘of matrierchal socleties; bhut instead would like very
-mach_to talk- abcut the women of todny, the revolt that is stlll i
golng onp

S hen she WAS 1ernitted ta present her’little talk, the male :
intellectuals listened, amused,  whilae’ chelr cutstanding woman leader’
stated that the only real solution was for women not to be women.
This ‘was the very same wonan who. in. elect!oueerlng, wore tlght 5klrts,




s2, of these S’&P acmen, “on: the cme hand, and . t.heir
s WAS too’ rmch, not’; only for ‘the, uomen
L 4 et rank and flle womensin the’ SWP alse began
It"ﬁfs,-inposslble; ;2 to bring? around%proletariam
; leaders?appear as-nothingibut’ Yexeept tonaluls
: . sheredwas nouhere a concept of the ‘question being .a, soglal
quesuon:' ThEseswomen 1eader5w*had me.rely reduced thet uhole*fight o
‘-»Eighting,"for—pcsicians. insthe: parl:y itseif accu.sing‘all and:}
sﬁndry who aupased !:hem<‘ £ "male chauviniom P ad




. HOMEN ' IN; 'rma 'IR.».NIA\I REVOLUTION CINCPACT ANDIN THEOWV_; i
Sy SR by Neda ~ % oo R

thekpnet Gora-

Yor o

coiain, raised\her banﬂer aga!nst the double'oppressian oE womcn}underrfeu-

S Over evcnty.gears ago, .he 1907 Revolu:lon 1n f L Wit B8
‘tive’ participation of~all; women, in struggle -One ¢ ; = °huster,,uesr3
cribed how. Yout. Erom :hair walled courtyards, and: harems merched 300 o tha“
rweak sexs,  with the £lush of undying determiration ln their cheeks they L
“were clad in their plain black robes with .the whife nets of their veils B
dropped over their Faces, Many held pistols vnder their skirts or i the '
falds of ‘their ‘sleeves."! . Facing the parliament's president they ‘pulled B
" out: thelr pistols from their sleeves and demanded that. the repreaenta;ives o
: of parliawpnt abide by the constitutlon and. not surrender to- foreignersi
“under any circumstances, that they not abotish-the constitution and the par-".
~liament. Shuster: adds: ‘ﬂuring the five years followtng the success‘ul
"bloea lesa revolutzon of 1906 against the oppressions-and. crueltv of . the
‘Shah; s feverish and -at times. flerce’ light shone in the veiled: aye of Per-
‘stars wowen,{and in thﬂir struggies for | '1bnv*" sud-'its modorn. ¢ssicns -
" they broke - ‘throvgh some of the most’ sacred custéms which for centuties had
bound their sex in the land of Iran." ' ' oten

w\, Once the carlianert (najl:a) was: formed, the clergy who had. sioed with
che revelution began movlng gway . from any class struggles and by Oc 1907
“the. Amandments the Majlis pass»d restored many powers to :ho Sbah.

: During the 19:8-79 revolution agaxnst the Shah the Iranian women once °
agatn ook te th2 streets. They had long been suppressed under his regime
"and helpﬂd to overthrow him. : A :

: Later, they began an entirely new pbase in protesting the new retro--“
gresslon ‘that: Khoreini was trying tol impose upon them.  On March 8,1979,
Internationsl Women's Day, women's . liberationists took to the ‘streets un-

. der ‘the.banner "In the .daun. of freedom’ ve have no freedom,' -They. therebyﬁ .
opened chapher two’ oE Iran's- 'evclu:ien. “They did this at the moment when_
" the’ ‘Fedayeer, "who had eriticized Khomeini ‘eartier, let themselves be per+ ..
suaded by Arafat,’ Yhomaini's friend .to call off their march to- Khomeinl’sf-s
headquartﬂrs and inatead held a relly at Tehran University.._ o T

. The Marr!st Hunan!st revolutlonar) Haya Dunayevskaya, some - of whose
urltings are here: trnnslated, tontinues  her description of the woinen's
revolutionary activity: ~"Fer five snralght days the women continued their

marnhes, and not cnly. againatc Khomeini, 'but ageinst Prime.Miniaster Bazar- . ..~

» And-on HMarch 10 ‘held a3-hour 'sit-in ac che Ministry of Justlece.. Nor
dld they tolerste the mass media's autocratic choice of what they would T
phctograph who they would 5ive vo‘ce :o, “whom: theu would fccus on. Ins;ead

* Thl- was written as an Introduction ta a nnmphlec of Farsi translations of .
writings by Raya Dunayevskays on Womenis.Libavartan,- publishod £6r Intere o -

on,: B

nacional Noman s‘Da\' Harch” S, 1980,

1. Quoted. in’Rnyd Dunayevskayn‘ﬁ Politl"ul Phllosophlc Lettcr. ":run..Un-_
Eoldment of. and Con:radictions in. Revolution." Nuus and Letters. 1979
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) of letting thelr ptn:ests QO unrecorded. the women marched upon the mass:

media' thus expcsing the: fact ‘that-the. censorshig ‘there is now’ aImGSC‘as

-;:otalwas ic was’ during nhe'Shuh's dictatnrshin-

< Then: iﬁJNovembnr 19?9. when the uumen ‘actempted’ to. hold ‘the: first”" :
Women 8 Convention,_they were forced to do so under candlelight, as the OP'J
position cut' .of £ -theixr: electriclty. ~The-woman as’ well: fac.dia competing e
rally ‘by-the' Fedayeen:ist the. same. day’and: houri they wished to’start ‘thelr
-meeting Despite the uomen's demand. the’ Fedayeen refused ‘to: chiange® the

‘time’ of thair ral ‘This~served tor divert the a:cantion of'people fr

The wowen by their rallies demonstra:ed ‘that’ chely: struggles for 1ib-
~eration; of women: and’ uprootlng of - the nale- chauvinism ‘in Iran would not’ be

fsuborc\inﬂted ‘to'a political party’s’ stand, thati it would not" fold up s0.
-that a:political: party as'a "general” wlll“ would be preeminent.- Racher,‘

they: wish? ‘toi-banefit from thetfrult ‘of their revoiution---'liberation'

L DOT, 0“1Y ‘because: they. have sacrificed ‘3¢’ wach,- but' because theirs Btruggle
for a new: social‘orﬁav cnvis;ons totally mew. humsn rela:iansHiPS”for men
Es well as nomen R ; X . : .

_,Becaus& new humnn relationships require a world scope. most esPecially
~inrthe: Mesidm; world, .1 wisb:to" turn to othex ‘countries and show that even -
‘80.gresat’a writer as Frantz Fanon-had not, in his day,: dug* deeply enough
“{nto the" question of, male chauvinism.: Our Algerian. sls:ers' experience 7
- showed .how narrow naticnalism does not:lead to:socialism.: This-woman who
.was-bznind; the. veil _helped: pass:information,:arms, medicine; she'helﬁed‘

" prepare: surprise attacks, teok up 3renades and- submachine guns, and cilmbed

the Djabal @munrains) She succeeded,as Franci Fanon noted, to “crack: the
double cppressasion of women, social and sexual"™” during the course of the

‘revolution 'gBut once - the-revolu:1onswas ;over,: ‘sh@ 'witnessed: stacements

except maybe for our own': 519~

A .great revoluttonsry llke Fanon _sa beautifully explalns the graduat
process ‘of  hiyxliberation, theiwsakening of the many: traditions “inithe”
malewdaminated 'society iof Algerla-as.a result of -the great’ conrributions
by, women . and of : the .change in, the :manfwomanirelationship. ‘But”geelng "that )
the colonizer stressed the issue of .the liberation of the- Algerian onan.;,
to try to.drive 8 -wedge ‘into the liberation strugglie against French col- -
onialism, ‘Fanon goes-so far as to deny the male chauvinism of the Algerian,

oy (AN 1T many -aress .and’ to. emphasize theiunity of ‘the narrow nationslistic

‘strugglesiagainst:the-colonizer. - He writes:  "The mich" dlSCLSSEd ‘status
“of the nlgeriaﬁ waoman, ther alleged ‘conf inement, her. lack of 1mportance,;
~her’silent existence bordering on. quasi ‘absence and’ the - 'MosIEm Soclery!

- 8B having made no ptaca:for her V.. The Algerian woman, in’ tmposing such
e rLstriccion on harself and choosiﬂg Eorn of 1xiq ence limited in gcope,

? Dunayevskaya, .E cit.

Oct:. ag, 1972 .




Wow then the truthkis thet xov :he struggles ofewonen 5 liberaticn :0
:erialize, "itinmeeds- tc pa:al lel: the freedom’ struggles efalls the ‘other
ffcrces ¢fisociety.:-This. Vibv‘ation is noL; E‘“glft“’to be’ handed
tolusl by wmen. en:the. day Mafter! a‘revolutlon. :
- 'which women’ thamselves ‘must’ struggle’ in the courss- of revolut*on._-Without
““such: 8- struggle. it 1s not only thée 11beration of women wh:ch istat stake,_
kg is the-, beration of'all of: society. : : :

S Today at- a time wHen :he s0- called Left is tail ending Khomeini' »Man-
ti imperialism M. is’ liberation for, . women, as. the Trccsky.sts ¢iaim, summed
o UP in the fact that, "Armed; women: are’ taking .part in the.defense! of the dem-
' onstrations: cutside. the U. 5i- embassy.in Tehran"?. 1That./the ‘Left canilabel

‘this most . deg*ading, humiliating stege’relating: tc.Iran1an ;women, ag "p*o-“
gress" ‘shows . how far away they are from both the concrete reality that” wo=’
men. face today in” Igan, 2and from the Humanism of Marx which.could aid in _
painning'a ey out. :: Far from that being:procf. cf liberstion) it:is part
s ef.the Big-Lie:that: goes under the name of “anti imneriallsm" harnessing
I;nn w::h 8. new. upprcssion. P S

: ~Ve:canisee. thls, if we: look at what the new »onstitut;on --'thé‘bneﬁ .
pushed at: the Iranian people at’” exactly the time: attention was turred tq_,;

fthe road tzuly progressive when the e truncated famlly ‘prote tion
M.nus have bean’ totaily abolished, ‘one- ‘sided ‘divorce®is’ re- esgablished ‘and
‘welve badk ‘to four mpermanent wives and. many- temporary wives; back to inci-
dants:of burning the "Havu . (the ‘other wife) with hot oil and. _setting her.
=mon fire, kack:-to: Joseph's tiwe and steép-children's Eights? when the new
~Constitution’identifies -"the’ raising ‘0f “children: as-the- prifmary’task’ oE
Cwomen, ! resulting: in: ”Voluntary rerirement' of ‘women from schoois”and of-""
£ices?. . And Velavet: Fagih Khotmeini?s-book, clearly states’ that a'@oman™
‘has..a .ight to-food, clothing, shelter and: othor necessary expenses cnly
wheanhe sexually abides by her husband.:u“ : :

The clergy who- regard women ‘as. sex objec:s or means- of production can-,j'-7
not even’ comprehend the many - ‘problems;, multiple opp*essions. she faces '
daily.v To. him orly.thove .aspacts of -her life which directly pertain to‘

'herusexual‘ty, within: man's rtotal possesslon, -are . relevant ‘and "so when

5 Faron, E -cit.ﬂn__;‘”.

ﬁ See my ar:icle. "New Constitution. new repression for women" in Eggg_g
' Letters, Jan.-Feb. '1980. -Also, in & recent:discussion with a group
krc’ ‘students from' a sect*on of the Confederation of Iranian Studernts,

‘the WOIRE N, who seemed to stand by the organization’s ‘motto.of support:’
for Khomeini's government, expressed themselves differently from thelr
‘male comrades once the question of temperary marriage, abolition eof '
famlly protection laws &nd anti-abortion laws came up. ‘One . could ob-
serve the internsl struggle of these women townrds a ph!losophv uhlch
suppcrts the .alsu;c ncpubiic. :




than private under ”soeiaiism, he claims that women uould therefore becoma
paxt ! of the - community property, and through his sermons, 1eetures and arti¢
~cles expreeses his misconceptions to the male- dominated society 1n Iran. The
‘woman who'is' elreedy familiar with the concept of cémmunity of women because-
of,th ?ohencmenon of temporary marriage, and in a clzss society’ under. patri-
archv perceives her’ existence in-her sexuality, and her social accivity a@s
being her fuwction in reproduction controlled by n man (husband father, bro
;ther), ends - up equnting women's liberation and: 1iberated women: with- ‘prosti-
tution.  Whetheér the Iranian woman would rather choose "the legal’ system ‘
bleaaed by God" ta. .what calls: ‘itself socialism 15 not the questicn.‘ Rether,
she longs for cotally new. human’ relations.',_ : e T j-g. :

- A new: generation of women t s Itberationists who call thEmselves Marxist-
Humaniqts is no:longer seeking the poal of "reaching the men in society.™ -
They see -thst the men under capitalism or the other version of it; state-.“_
capltalism which cails itself Communism, are’ alienated and far from libera-.
tion the1we1ves., By ‘locking at the Russian Revolution wﬁich turned into.
ity cpposite, and aborted revolutions in China and’ Cuba, they have’ concluded:
. that a seclal revelution should not only seek the annihilation of oppres-. =
_sive systems of " government, but should alse- foltow the objective of instlt"—
ting 2 torelly new society based on real human relationships. A society .

_which does not regard the man/woman relationship whether ‘it be wother and’
child, father and daughter, husband .and wife,  as a personal ‘isolated ques-
tion. - Rather they seek a socizty which establiishes this:most fundamental: of
all velations - on 'a human basis. A sociery which takes full responsibility

Tto’ assure the Eull and free development of” women. I - N
-_- Such a philosophy of liberation, Marxist Humanism. seeks the abolitlon
of: eapltalism, and poses the establishment of a human society. without ex-
p‘ottation ‘rac*sm, or’ sexism. and., the avoidance .of . state- capita]ism= a trun—

“cated’ form of Zhé total’ economic-humanistic philosophy of Marx.. A philosophy
which" encompasses” an ecoﬁomic system based an freely associated labor and
new human relations.' . ) . A . S e

As an. Iranlan woman uho herself has tssted the bitter oppressions of -

thP male -dominated society of Iran, once I.wag In the U.5., I could trace a

gontinuation of- such & aeparutlon beztwean Mthinking and doing” within the

Left orgauizacions here. In my search to resist such. a division-and to find "

a new and total- philosophy of libaration which®encompasses the Pnew" uassionsj
and- ‘forces™ of . revolution: {women: and nilmeritics) as a Particular, but would:

.also. strive towards a Universal to .liberate all human beings, 1 finally: en-’ :

countered ‘the. Newa and Letters fomm.ttees and its founder, Ms. Dunayevskaya.j

Raya Duna;evskaya whose workq ‘appear in this nsmphlet. 15 the founder
"of Mepxipt's <Humznism {n tho U.S. and the News ond Letters Committees.  She
hes- been active tn the revolutionary struggles in this country as well as
_internationally, and: ‘has written various articles during the course of her
“aetivities, . includinh twe’ bﬂoks, Marvst gy, and-Freedom- and xhi;osoghg and
Revolution. . o

) The translations you are. about to read are chosen from her lectures nd
- short essays with regard to ths woman question from a genulne Marxist p2rspece
“tlve, - T -hepe during-this ¢ mol-usus',eriod of tha raveoluticn In Iran, they '
could serve as a guide for all Iranjan brothers and stscers whoe seek a truly
“human society for “every man. womun and child." o '
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