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: = : f Sy a;.er 65 days on Hnﬂﬂe.-;
strike in theW"¥~ulocks" of relfast's. Long Kesh nriaon, a succession of out—"
‘pourings have focused the attention of the world on the struggie for fréedom
in Forthern Ireland.l The days . that . followed his death.saw not ‘only, youth
throwing pettol bmnhs at uritish troops,:but a. 1elfast funeral procession - -
of .some 100 000 --‘ane of the latrgest demonstratione in Irish history. ..In . ~
cities around the- globe as distant as’ Melboumne, Mexico: c&ty, and.uerlin,
_sympathv marches descendﬂd on nrit'sh embassies.;—‘ : - :

: .The sickening attannt bv U]ster pclice ten days later to "Liﬂnan

; the body -of. a2 second IR hunger ‘striker, Francis: “ughes, was shown.on TV

- worldwide,. -In theix attenpt ‘to prevent another. maséive show of opposition
to' the Forthern Ireland police state; police thus insured a turnout of
20,000 in Pughes' hometewn in tural South Derry. : Similar huge ¢rowdsiac-
csmpanied hunge*atrikerg Raymond MeCreash: an& Patsy 'O*ia¥s'to: thelr gtaves

“ . in Armagh and Derry City.. The fact-that o’ Hata was a- mem'ber of! the Teigh

"Republican ocialist Pnrty, rathez than tha IRﬂ, was not EY point of division.

: -In Derry City, ynu:h :oo . to- nbe streetis. in a’ 5eneral at:ark on’ Ul-
. ster: pollce and Dritish tzoops.'shouttng their pYotesdts. overithe brutal miys’
‘der:of . two Derry -vouths.on Faatér Sunday.” In what‘wss o;ficially termad a i
"traffic accident," two . iymy - Iandsovers 'plowed into”a froub of ‘youths at.
high speed, then stopped and reversed over the injured, ldlling two and in-
- juring .at.least- four others: ‘Indeed, : every brutality, -every intrausigence
by. British Prime Minlster-Thatcher-and her govermmeit has-: brought out new
forces in rhe present cvisis. eSpeciallv among tha. ourh¢

“The National "1=locks/ trmagh" campnign has meant. the Anvolvement of .
thousands. of newteenarersin house=to-house ‘organizing ‘and discussiornis. " And :
those discussions have not alone been limited to the-demands of. the himger: :
strikers for political status -for Trish fieedom fighters in ritish:prisons,
but- have extended to all the ‘condl tions of 1ife and lnbo* in Horthern Ire- '~

land today. : . '

- Those conditions aTe certainly onoresslve ‘ones, :.The six-county po=
lice state of lorthem Ireland, -torn from Ulster at the time of-Iviah par=
tition in 1921, is based solely on:the most vicious " Orenge (Protestant
Loyalist) sectarfanism, and maintained today only with the presence of  lzver
upon layer, of military technology and faacist thuggery. The 12,000 regular
Sritish troops, laxmed with the-latest in "antl-insur =ty wnrfsre training,
are backed up by more: than 2,000 members: ‘of the Royal Mlater’ Constahulary ==
Yertharn reland’s nearly entircly sezregated (urocestant-onzy) nolice force
=~ and by ‘the part-time soldlers of the Ulster Nefense Regiment.’ Add to~
these forces the proiiferation of asecret and not-so-secret fazcist terror’

crganizations, from the Ulater Volunteer Force tb:ough the Ulatar Nefenss
Associatlon to the-ted Hand Commande. ' For a full'decade ‘they have devoted
‘themselves to the murder of Laft nct{viats and civLI rights mOVunLnt wormera.
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tehind the military and its helpevs lies the fantastic special court .
system now called the "Horthern Ireland “mevgency Powers ict.” lothing  bet-
ter gives the liz to Prime Minister_Thatcher'agcdnstantly repeated ‘conten-
tion that ITlsh Nlepublicans are “common criminals” than the ‘pravisions of |
that fct. In dorthern Lreland, and Hozthein relend alone, offenses with
"political motivations" are set off from all others and heard .in.non=-jury
courts under spécial:rules'of'eviﬂeﬂéé;ﬂ‘Thé'hhiaéh_df"ﬁroof_i; SbifF¢dyfr°“"
the. prosecution to ' the &efense;.the.right‘to_:emain"silent;is tqm?ygd; a . .
convicticn 1s acceptable on. the basis of a'disputed: confessfon alone. 'In _ .

" fact, 85 percent of convictions in'the special courts have been obtained on .
the basias of such “confessions;" often after torture. " In this manner wexe
'"tﬁgﬁ"ﬂfalogks“iofﬁLong”Vésﬁfaq&:ﬁhe;wdﬁgﬁfsﬁrriqpﬁ‘ noegmagh f11leds 7

. woate B PR LRV YL SRR S

“The entiré apparatus: 6f Tepression directed.at the 'Catholic’popula- ‘-
tion of Forthern Irelard serves to maintain a compleX system of ségregation’
£n which ‘the Protestunt populatior does receive sbme_reiapive;benefitsgii}{'ﬁ
jobs, housing ard treatment’ by the state. It is not, however, the:Protes—
tant working clés3, politically attached as it is to Orange politics;. that™ '
is the plilar of Forthern Ireland's perverse system. Rather- the real pillorx

-is internetional (mainly. Pritish) capltalism, which for decades has-‘enjoyed -
in Belfast, Derry and other Ulster cities,' the employment of workers at pov-
erty. wages unheard of ithhe;reet‘of3Western—Europe-outside'POftugﬂl-"€ e

. -z 21t is-that same international. capitalism that praised the ''labor’

. .peoce!-in the. factories) by which: they. meant that: the unicn ‘movement.was.

crippled: by ‘mot only Givisions between Protestants-and: Catholics,; but by.a =~

real- unemployment rate which often: exceéeded 30 percenb,qf'the:workforce.x
. The truth is that throughout Northern ireland, Job and housing segregation
~has_intensified, not.lessened.. -This, despite the 13:years since the-eivil
rights movement: began. Far fromithe recent‘yea:s,ofrstrdsgieshaving'opened
.ﬂePrPathSJbgtween,Pro:c:tant;andmcéthqlic.warkars,-the:daily reality of [life
“in 1981 has meant fewer and fawer contacts of any- kinde -t eiooncie T .

o l_-At.thé‘;amﬁjﬁime,'hpwevef,lthe‘sfdné:wail-of.ia:fansigencé"erectgﬁfbyi
#ritish Labor and.Tory govermments alike,-and ‘supported by the Irish:govern- -
“ment in ublin, is Leglpalng to:show sericus erackse- ot e w0

S % s - The-Drixton Rebellion tri-tpril, the'latést in 'd rising ‘tide of
actions:-by a Rlack Bri:ain'determined-fa“endurefnritish;racism, poverty

. wages-and unemployment no- longex, hds glven even :the.mpat diehard Torles -~
_the'feeling that'théi-v"uay;efflifeﬁ“is‘under-attnck;f:cm:bqth”sid s of the’

Irish Sea. ' - Caenio

T L T Loy

. ¢ A poll sponsored by the Labo¥ Party revealad 59 percent of the
British people Iin favor .of  troop withdrawal from Iraland, 7 Only 29 percent
felt that 2ritaein should keep -control-of the Six Counties. There i3 now an *’
open’ split in the Labor Party on troop.withdzrawals - . - . L e

1, Since this didecussion article was written on.lay 28, 1981, the. revolt of:

" Blumek.Iritain as scen in Drixton. in April has been extended in July both.
nation-wide, in every ciky [rom Southampiou to. Dundee,-and- from Riack Seliain
to the white youth of. Britalin, themsalves: unemployed:and alck of police har---
assment, {Sce. reports.in Rews & Letters, July, andiiug.-5opt. 1981;) Inter~-"
views with many of those-in the streets of Liverposl, Londou and.Mancheater
revealed on open affinity between tritish youth and theix counterparts:in
Belfast and Derry.  What ia also crucial 'to see, however,:is. the affect that '~

Black Nritain's new stage of strupgie will have en the course-of the.lrish- ..

- fraodom movement. Will the relatlons ferged between Tlack youth and white

" takd on impact on segregated Northern Lreland? : e 73 08




e In nuhlin, Prime }uﬂiﬂter uaughey was fsrced to call elections for
June 11, electicns in which. not only’ will his clase asucciatinn w‘th‘Thatcher
on Nnrthetn ‘Ireland:be’a centraliissue;.but.se: wiil the’ Republic s llzpar-:f
‘cent unemployﬁent‘andvzo percent inflationnrate. : S '“‘*-w R

Leyactriely ERETE St I S S VL B SN
j There is ne douut that new openings Have beoun for the xrish freedom
struggle. ‘The questlon ‘that .then faces all activists and thinkers in that -
" movemetit 1is how tol develop:these: -openings.. . How can'we help.: itorbreak the
antagonism between ‘the Catholic: and: the Protestant uotking ‘class; people-of
. Northern Ireland?:: Howican: the struggles  of Northern Ireland. agsinst: ite -
police. state and: vo:kers in-the Republic- ngainst’its status’ as a minimum
wage: presetve for:the multi-nationals:be united? . Vhat- relations can be
‘established between -Itish freedom fighters-and all the forces of revolt in

Britain -~ the Black’ mcvement, the workers, the youth, women's’ 11beration?

. - That Lhese ques ticng :equire the most. seriouﬂ rﬂlationship betveen
theory and activity 1s powerfully indleated ina receut letter from a
British bmrxist—?umanist Dick bernethy- et v )

‘The news of “obby qands death reayhed me in a most
distressing vay. I arrived at work to hear people: -saying
that he was a terrorist thug who got what he deserved,
and if Sritain -hadn't abolished hannlno there would be no
problem with hunget strikes' .

e : < . -

r'tish public opinion is pretty clea—ly 1n support of
wvithdravel:-£rem Northen-Ireland, but this #s overwhelming-
1y frustration-at;en unwinnable war;: ‘and very ‘few.arve ‘zym-
pathetic to the YTrish liberation movement, - The level of
ignorance is colossalili-Several pecple infonned me that ' : .
‘Sends was a.'convicted murderer.” - ‘In fact he had been ‘sen- v
. tenced to, 14- years .for illegal posscssion’ of flrearms:. I .-
.-got a-fairly heated and irrational reaction when:1: arnued
“that the real: prcblem in Horthern Ireland was Oxange sec= "7
- tarlanism, upheld by Rritish: ‘troops..-One quy ‘aven rolled up
_hls trousers, pointed to ra’ bandaged leg, and said " Iger 7
that fighting for my country in World War’ Ir," Iﬂ ‘other i
- words, ‘the- geﬁeral attitude is emotional and unreasoniﬁg o
-chauv*ntsm, nut ‘also pessimxsm.- . T DT
Also, thara is & revulsion at Iy atrocities, which would
be legitimnte- if these were. seen in the co1text_of the.mess.
created by Brttish rule and Protestent supremeey.. I feal
more :“out on’a mi" on. the dubfect of Xtfeland than' on any
‘other issue. "People who’are gencrally quit& radical fatl )
. right iato. the .hnuvinist bwamp as suon as Ulstet 15 nen-f
-tiuned “se'ee . : y : : -

. UnliLedthe U S. experlenca uith the Viutnam har. Britain q
_war in Northera Ireland.has.not-(yet) . given rise to 'nany mass.
pro:c;t or_led_many pcoplg in:Nritain to_ruostion thg nature_'

memmmmnne— .

2. In the: Junc 11. 1981 elcction in tha Irish ﬁopub;ic, charlic Haubhey wis
voted out of offica, By the slimmost of mariins, Garvet Fltzgernld & Fine
_GnellLabour coalltion toolt over the govornment, Lut notb before two chuli-a
can ptidonars had hcon elected Lo the Dall.
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vof- the 'socicty:they live ini /The movement for’vwithdrawal .-

=13t rather amall’ and’ $neffectusli~ 1t is based ron-thedrish
communi ty in 2ritain, plus. the: Yevolutionary: Left;~plus:
the pacifists.  There 13 also a small group of irmy vét-

s e"raﬁa-ﬁ“vho‘ﬂo*;{"ﬂppnse; the war- vt o’ ST T e

VTR P 0 RN,

- tioyever great. the changes. in . Ireland since Marx's time;
“his:views' areratill powerfully .relevant. - Téday wa' gtill’
»face’ the task "to awaketi the: consciotsness’ in’ the-Euglish

vorker: that.for them' the hational’ emancipation of:Ireland
~1is:no question of abstract: justice! or himanitnrian’senti~ -
Jment,’ but: the: f{tst condition of ‘their owm sceisl) emancie -
rpebiont'™ tasas T o VT L e T e P S I

. nFor'one. thing, this.means. that as-we.participate in the
struggle. againit nuclear weapons ~=-:which s a vigorous . - -
and popelor mevement -- we must insist on:breaking down. the -

" separation from oppositicn‘to the Irish war,. Dritain’s
atrocities:.in Ulster.have dene much to-further milt taviza-
tion ofthemind, ' oo 0 L . o ey RN

: T R Pt L A S P

- At the game time, a-rigorous critiqué of ' Ixish -Republi-
canism 1s necessary. . Support for the Irish freedom-strug-
gle does not equal uncritical acceptance of 1ts presently

‘dominant ideclogical rand -organd zatldnal: forms. - The ques=":.
tion of the border is not:what is paredount::-A wariof
assassinations deas 'noel-point the!wsy: to a new!sgclety:

In the light of the new questions now being raised £or the Trish
freedsm movement, and ‘for those in Britain-and elsewhere who offer solid--
atlty, let's take.a loolk, however, briefly, at."Iraland sirevelution and
theory" in three hfstoric periods:.: (1) the Fenian movement ‘of the -1860s

.and Harl Marx; . (2) the: Uprising of 1916421 -~ Connolly-and--Leminj and
-{3) today's movement, from {ts origins in the Ulster civil rights. protests
of the late 1960s ‘until today...Ve will.do so not.becmuse such o re~-exam-
ination :an directly offer a’ program for- todav's Itish struggle,. but be- -
cause tire tracing of a revolutionary relationship to Irish freedom histor=
ically can {lluminate perspectives for our age. - . . v ATe e L

11 TUE FENIA! MOVEMENT 4D WARL MemX . . .

-When Maric arrived in exlle in. Gritain in the fall.of. 1849, as the
counter-revolution in Getmany lntensified, Ireland was already more thon
three ysars into _the famine, . The whole. of the country was wracked by 'star-
-vation and exile in unprecedented mumbavs. . AL the same time.¥arx was wite
-ness to the collapse.of the "Young Iraland" movement, a gentry~led national
movement whicli, at the bHaight-of the famine, . toured - the countryside urging
.the peasantry to-net. raedy-for revalt, yet refdslng ©o allow them te foed =
themselves at the expense of .the landlords.® Such "leaders™ ns “{1lfam
" Smith 0'Srien evan vefuzed to allow pesaants to build barricades across
the roads without getting permission from the landlords whe owned the trees,
In the. aftermath af such a debacle,; Dritish socialists tn the 1850s ipnored
Ireland and ‘its "baciomrd peasantry™ . entfpely. ™ @ v 0 - o ‘ oo

P e
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: Such was not:: tne case: witn Harh., In:April 1856, he wrote to Engels:
. "The whole matter in Zeimany will-depend.upon-the peossibility of’ supporting
“the proletarian revolution'wlth'a soxt of~ seconasedition ‘of the . peasant war.
Then the thing wlll be excellent.'  That- -very. same: ~month he urged Engels to
take a trip to Ireland, and to repo:t fully on the conditions he obsérved
in'the rural areas there. Tngels’! ‘report vividly describes Ireland @ dec-

;fade after the beginnings of the famine' t“

; *Ireland ‘may be' regarded as the first English colony and
‘as ‘one’which: befause of ies™ proximity Iststill: governed exs~
‘aytly i% theiold way, and-hare one can’ already observe’ that
‘the ‘so-¢alled libérty of ‘Tnglish citizens® st based ‘oni the-

s oppression’of ‘the tolonles Jéve The whole of the’ west,.but
expecially in the- neighborhood of aalway, is covered with
ruined peasant houses. I7never. thought famine couldihave:
such? taﬂoible reality.  Whole villages are devastated,;and
there among.-them lie. the splendid parks’ ofithe-lesser, land-
lords; ‘who are  the anly people-still living: there,: mostly
‘lawyersi . “amine, enigraticn and clearances have: accomplished
'this.... - LT . L oa AN - L.

fhe country has been,completely ruined by the Enulish wars

. of éonquest fromi1100 .to 1850 (for inm reelity. beth -the. wars.
and tha:state of 'siege lasted’as:léng as thatl) It id'a fact~
that wost of ‘thé rulns were produced by destruction’ ‘during
the wars, Thap eople itself has got its peculiar character’
from this; ‘and’ deepite all their Irish naticnallst fanaticism_
the fellows feéel that -they-are ‘nd longer at home in theit "

_oun country.’ Ireland for theé Sakon! "That is now: beine *
realized N R AP S <

Again and again in the 11 _years hetween “ngels ‘trip to Iteland and
the publicati31 of Cag;tal, laxx returncd to not only -the question of  the
trus nature 'of -the depopulation of ‘Frelandy ‘but as well to the social for-
ces unleashed “by tHat’ depopulatlon. Far from Ireland’s famife and emigra-'
tion being " 'natural’ phenomena (the description then pnpular with many En-
glish socizl scientists), liaTe loolked to its relation to Dritish- cap1ta1--‘

Cdsme e cnstxgated ‘sven thosge’ Irish wrlters who rejected natural" explan« -’
‘ations for Ireland’s plight, yet 1insisted that the mass “evictions ‘were for:
the purpose of further colenizing Irelnnu wi th -Eaglishmén. Instead Marx

" viewed 18467 as an bhistoric curning point. -even 1f the WritiSh chemselves -

" did not under=tard it as such- : BN

Nhat the Fnylish do not yet know is:that since’ 18&6

tha ‘sconomic ‘content and therefore eplso the political
aim of English domination of Ireland have entered into
an entirely new phase, and that, prcclsely because aof
thig, Fenianlim is chavacterized by a socialistic ten-’
Ttenry {iv e négativa sence, directed szoinst. the anpro- .
priation of the 'soil) and by the fact that it is a low-
-er orders movement. What cnn ba more ridieculous than .
to confuse the barbarities of Elizpbeth arnd Cromwell ==

L2 Enaels to Natx, Nny ?3, 1856.
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uho wanted to supplant the Irlah by “nzlish colenists.

(4n the:Roman-sense), -+ with. the-present system; which -.-
“wanis to supplant: ‘them" by sheep, - oxeniand pigs!vi.::The .-,

cleari-ag of the estate of- Irelang 15 now the one idea. L
*-of ...ngl:.sh :ule in: Irelanﬂ iser : RIS

.. =nv Thes depopulation o£ Ireland had inueed been enor‘noua in: scale.. r‘_r:om
.8.2 million in 1841, the population had fallen to5:5 million in 1866 =—" .05 "
the same number: that had lived in Ireland at the turn of the century.in
- .the tensus of '1801,:.In20 yecTs, Ireland had lost: fully. one-third: of its
~.people.  That Faxx-chosei to. take up: this precise: question at: the conclusion..
of his chapter:in, Capital ou.!"The General Law-of Capitalist. Aecumulation”
. sheds light on'not only hisiintense. !.nr.eresr. in Ireland; but in. the way
Mari viewed.all.the "latest data" with ap. eye to subjecta of-:revolution.

Seyet . e s

; Thus Harx follows the waves of cmigration to- the US.’&; and thé conse-
“quences for Lrish laborers left behind,”’ Far from- be‘lm= freed by emigration
from the category of-"relative surplus population,’ Marx 'shows, "wages are
"Just as low; the.onpression of the laborers has increased; misery is.forcing:
the country toward a.mew crisis. The reasons are simple. . The revolution in
sgriculture has kept pace with emigration. The production of a. relati\re gur-
.plus populatxon has more than kepr. pace wit‘n the absolute dePOPl’lati"“'

0

. \Ihat £s ctucial to grasp 1s. that: Mm.'x ] vlaw of Ireland ia far from
'beimr alone.a stowof misery. -Censlder how he chooses to renclude the
WhOle chapter on "'I'he Genera!. I.em of Capltal‘sl: accmulation
The a\_c.umulntlon of the 1ri:5h in ‘meti;n keepsipace with
the accumulation of tents in Iveland.  1hte Irishman, ban» .
_ished . by the. snnep,and .the ox,. re-appears on the other aide
of the ocean as a Penian. .And.there a young but. ‘gigantic -
" republic arises, more ang more threateningly, to face the
-Old ‘ayeen, of .the- waves._._..__-', PRV R B e

ven before tarx® s ccrclusions on ireland app a'rcd in print, the '\ri :-
ish, go\rcme'tt lautched 4 series of mass a;rests:calculated to destroy ‘the ..
Fenlan movanent. Prime i'inistér Gladstoue -refused .to recognize political -
status for any.of those arrested. Marx entered the struggle for thelr re- "

- lease, pnd Castigated gove}mmenr spokemen: MThosze revelting swine boast of
their- Englisn -humanity because. they do wol treat thelx poli tiezl prise ne'.‘s-‘
any wotse than murderers, footpads, forgers and sodomists.'.-And no sconer
was E&Eﬂ_a_’- safely on the presses than the attnation of all ‘Britain and -
Irelund focused on four prisoners sentenced . to.death for an allesed attack

‘on a prison van. larx led the International ‘Ior]dngmen g Associaticn in an
unsuccessful campalgn to.:free them.: After they were hung he wrote, "The
-poli tical executions at .am:hester remind us of the fate of. Jolm Arown.at
laTpers Ferry," .*f Ve Ceaw ot e

At the same time, Natx denounced :he Fenian bombins of a wall urm.nd
Iﬂnﬂon s.Clarkenwsll prison, an act wh:lch kilied.l2 .and wounded hundreds in’

.

4, tarx to ingels, Hov. 30, 1367,

5_. ‘Capitel, Vol, Y, p. 362, Vintage/Penguln edition,

-6, ‘Copital, Vol. I, p. 870, Vintage/Tenguin edition.




-a workingelass, heiﬂhuorbaod, po1ntinﬂ,out cngt it served only as. an- obstacle
to Dritish workers®’ : y Indeed,- throughout the per-.
“iod [of ‘the Fenis "novement ! '”auy,a;~ for-Irich’ Frnpdnm was nevar equaﬁed
to support for wvhat he cilled! the -ﬂnpty ﬂons‘ilacxes and small coups o

mhich Irish nationallsm was prone.. . LT 2

R Thus, barx;had o fight bo 2; thln the Peneral Couﬂcil of the Inter-i
-*nat;onal ‘brklngmen s Associatio hqt those tendencies who onoosed the

Ir:sh,moveme1t on’ the'vrounds of. ‘AN abstracu Eonnulatlon of’ workers “und ey
Bt sh chauvinists) ‘well’as against those in the 1rish :=_
- movesient ‘who donstanily-hatched plots without'éver'involving‘thgilrishamassésf_
~ Harx refused to senarate1the struggie: for7Irish independence fram the need -
for an agtarian revolut‘on in Ireland.-, #

~ar: s involvement in the ongoing Irish sttuﬂgle,"oﬁ'the one
hand,’and his: con*xnuznw tesearcﬁ lﬁlh EVerytHing from land-holding patterns
‘to-Izish,workers' wsges iﬂ'uﬂﬁlan_, 20 i te write a "confiden*ial circulat”
for the. Iﬂh., So fully did MNarx consider thi's statement re-organization of .
all past’ understandings of the Irish’ struggle, ‘that in a stream of letters
o frieudsiin.the social st movement, harx pointed “out that the’ conclusion
Ke-had now .reached tas. "unexpected' even to. himself. Her? is ‘how Marx' sum=
marized the new. perspectiv in his famous lettﬂr to heyar and JogL-;

fter occupying myself w:th tHe Irish question for nany
\lyearszl bhave come to the conclusxon that the declsive blow, '
‘agafinst. the anlish ruling ‘classes (and it will “he" decaaive
_for the wotkera movement all oveyr the world) Cannot be ‘de=
- 1lverdd 11 England, but only im Iveland..... . %
Gwinb to the constantly increased concentration of farm-
.. 1ng, Ireland supplies its own surplus ‘to the English, labour
*market and thus forces down wages and lowers thé wmoral and
material p051t10n ‘of the Inglish. uorking. class.. '‘nd most
imporLan: of all: nvery industrial and commerzial center .
in England now possesses a working—class ‘population ‘divided. '’
1nto two hostile camps; English, ptoletar*ans and Axdish pro=
letarisns,. The ordinary Fnglish vworker hates the Irish wor
" Lker as a competitor who lowers hls standard of life, In
réiation to the Irish worker he’ feels himself a mémber of .
_the ruling nation and so turns.himself into a tool of the °
aristocr ats and can‘talists against Ireland, thus strength-
.ening their dcminatlon ovexr himself.... The Itishman pays
‘him nack wvith inLerest in his own coin._ He regards the Enge-
1ish workers as both 'sharing in the ‘guiic for the English.
dom;nation in Ireland and at the -spme time, sen‘;nn as 1:5

”_stupid tcol ....:.3_ . . * ,.,.— e R

To hastan the social revoluticn in rnbland is tho fore-‘
most object of the Internaticnal Porkingmen s Associrtion.
Tha aole means of hnsteﬂinu it 1s ta makc Ireland lrdependent._

Hence the task of the "Internntioncl is . everywhere to
put the conflict between England and Ireland in the fore-
ground, and everywvhero to side openly with Iraland. - The

' .
Y Y L L T T .

7. See thekminutbs oI thc ucneral Council of tbe 1”&, Pov. 1867




special tas of the Centra]. Council ‘in Londom is to -
.awaken 3 conscloisness in’the English- workers -that .~
. for them the naticnal emancipation of - ‘Yreland 1s 0o ;
. quest* on of ‘abstract justice 'or human sympathy But
- the. ﬂra: ccnditinn af thexr “owi emancipati.on.' B

i So’ begau ‘a4 .new type of canpaign" by the Intemational hoth agita-
tion. i.n Dritain; -and other countries fox . the” release of Irish political pris-
oners, aud the posing of a challenue wlthin rthe Irish na!:ional movement K
Seol 311 elements ‘that held: back ica developmeut" “Thus }.arx g" daughter, ‘Jonw
.y, wrol:e for the Prench newspapez ‘Marseiliaise’ (under the pen name of ‘Wile"
liams) auch stinging articles on Bri..ish tteatment £ Trish political pris-.
ONETS, thit’ Gladstone was soon fo'cced to’ free most of r.he imprisoned Fen- i
inns, even 1-1c1uding O‘Donovan Rossa. - . i

A £ Y important to underline that Narx s perspective was not. linited
to the agitnt{on thhin nritain and agalnst’ the "srltis‘h gove'mment. ,\’o, .
the o:gam.zet.‘onal romific t‘oqs that £towed. from’ Marx's new analysis” in:
the ‘erucial yesrs ‘1869-71 included the establishmenr and ‘growth ‘of branchés'

_ of the i in Ireland in Dublin, in Corh, and in several smaller mties. o

Fm: Vary w‘mt was' c.rucial. there was-' (1 ) opposi-.ion ‘to" the Iawyers,
and merchant poli ticians, with’ their rhei:orf.c- Ce2y onposition to the. -
" prlests, ‘who had proven again and ‘again thelz betrayel of the Iri'sh free- - "v°
 dom movement: and {3) support for the agricultural labering class in their
ferment for an' .-.\gre.rian revolutinn, 1nc1ud1ng tevoluticn against ‘irish na-
“tive landlordism, "In ‘the months: after the Partis \.ownune, when a hysteria

_against "Crmununists" nas unlt.ashed, the WA branches in- Ircland came under ’
attack-from priest-led mobs, orged on by such-as’ tishop Ioriarity ‘who had
previously declared of the Fenian’ B¥otherhood:. .‘“Hel‘ was not hot enough

nor etemity long enoug‘n to pum.sh suc‘n miscrcants. }

'rhe Irish I'h branches were not able to wit‘hs!:and the persecution.
Indeerl ‘the whole of the independence 'novement: wag, ecl' psed for nearly a
‘decade, - But in the last years of Mnr:- s ‘life,. ‘a. new movement suddenly a=
rose in the: West "of Ireland -=~ the ‘f¥ish Lend Leegue.' Heedless of’ tha
confines of. the ‘timid "home-rule" muvement. and - al:l:aclci'tg p'ieats “and na- -
tive landlords ‘as well as the T'nglish dominat'on, ‘the Land. Lengue quickly

" spread-throughout Tuzal Ireéland.” 3y ‘1882, a “Tadies Land ‘Ledgue™ had or-
ganized itself te defend ‘evicted tenant farmers, and to secure tighta for
wemen to land and p:opetty. ;

cee S N

. Marx did no: eriter. o:gnniznt'onally into this struggle. ‘Byt as be
studied the works of the new’ nnthropologists, -1880~82, including Sir Heory
Maine's work'en “Anclent Law (Ro-nan, tish, .:ermnn), he pointed out that

. under anclent Irish rule, women had 50"‘6 pover ‘over their own propeTty,
whereas undar Engliah rule the’ "blnckheadad ‘Jadgea" -expressly declaved such
powers illegsl. At the end of Marx' 8 1ife, what charactevized hi's attitude
toward the Irish froedom struggle was "what had driven him to _study the Tus-
sian miz and -the ‘activity -of Black ‘American ex-alaves == his ever-deepentng.’
relationship tor- subjects of revolution, to ‘his philoqcphy of revolution.

Poaste et

8. Marx to Meyer and Vogr., April 9, 1870. o
9. -See i‘.nya Dunayevsknya ) arl:ic‘e' “The fielationship of Philnsophy und Revo-
lution to Women's L:lb-eratlon- ‘Marx's and Ingels' St:udi.r.-s Contrasted,” lows
S & Lettors, Jan.-Feh 1979, Dunayevskaya's study of Marx's Ethanolopleal totew, B
.books will be szen 1.:1 full ‘im hey for hccming book Resa Tuxnmhurg, tomen's . r?o(‘&'
Liberation and Hnr:c s Philoqnphy of Revolution. R ] . av
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] ."COJ\‘OLLY Lmvw (v f upusnzs OF_1916- e

. E In “the 3ame’way chac the German Social Denoc;acy adnnted a portion P
.of Farx, wh1le ignorid “the tutaliLy of: hia york, iso the. %tirish ;Social: Dem=
‘ocTatic Federat101 “(SDF) ealling {itself "harxist,' wasted: no. bime: ‘distancing . .

- itﬂﬂlf frem Marx s 1egacy on Ireland._ Sc completely and swiftly @id its;
leader, "yndman, caDitulate o Sritish’ imperlalism 8 atiltude: to the Irish
" masses, that by 1900 he" actually ‘t1ied ‘to convince . the -Baris- .Congress - -of .

" the Second International that no Irish delegation to that:- Congress should be

seated, since I.eland a8 par» of 3r1tsin.

T It vas Jaﬂes Connolly s newly-formed I*ish Republican Sociallst Party
that was the” object c‘ Hyndman 5 attempted exclusion. - :And ‘it .was Cnnnolly,
< who, ‘in. breaking with the policies of the 'SDF, recalléd the battled. Marx.
had to wage w1thin the ueneral "Council ‘of ‘the, TWi against “such blinding pat-
- riotism,. Hyndman krew of‘,hcse battles ‘a3’ wellp ‘but to'him Marx's:views on -
Ireland and the relation of the irish struggle to British revolution,.were
‘conzideared ‘not’ essential" by a Lritish socialist organization only 17 'yvears’
afte‘ Harx death. ‘

- ' ‘ ' " James
“as sgalnst his perversion of Marxism that e Connolly directed
much of h‘s wtitings on the subJect of socialism and’ Irish independence.=. .
Fot that Connolly was ever any sort of narrow naticonalist; -Indeed, his 1897
work “Socialism and Nationalfsm' still-haunts. the: Charlie Haugheys ‘and: Gar-
...TeLt ritzgeralds who govern the- 26 counties today. so prophetic 15 1t of
the: fate of "iruependenﬂ‘Irelnnd- : . Do

; If you remove ‘the Engliqh army tomorrow and hoist the
green. flag over Publin. Castle,” unless” you set about the' -
organlzation of the: Socialist Republiz: yeur éfforts: won‘d
. be in vain. . England would. still rule ya&\through her- capv :
litalists, through’ her landlords, through her financiers, ..
through the whole array of- commetcial and individialist in:
stitutiong’ she has planted“in’ thiz’ ccuntry and’ viatered w-l.th1
the tears, of out mothers uﬁd hhe blood of our’ martyrs .;..f
Fvery organizatiaral effort 1. which Connolly joined from 1898 through
Lhe 1916 Uprising was one which refused to separate national" liberation from
‘the perspective of full soeialist revoluvion, That was’ s7ue whether it was
the founding of the’ Irish erublican Socialist’ Party ot the establishment . -
.of the Irish Citizen Army from within the rank—and-‘ile of . the ‘Irish Trans-
port and . General. !brkers Union,’ But what is so“crucial: to see today:is
that Connolly 5. organi7nhiona1 efforts were tightly ‘tied to his theoretic
ones, . especially as he parved out, from 1910 to'1916, a theoretlic path to
revolutton, & path to the barricades of Easter Week, 1916. b

That path extended from his 1910 worlk, Labor in Irish History.
throubh the polemic Labor, Mationality,and Religion to nis 1915 essay, The
' Reconquest of Ireland.. .Threughout-this poriedy COnuolly ) wriuings ap.iny
“at once from his relationship to the Irish liberation movement.-- its hisrory
and its present -- and £rom his relatlouship to the work of Marx. 'In a‘per-
1od when Irish nationnlist _organizations werc again growing, and sentiment
rvising for action agalnst Luglish vule, Connolly's Labof in Trish History
views tie. leng trek of Irsland's strupgle and revesls the warking class as,

10, Jamesﬁcoﬁn°11y.-ueocialism aud Nntlonallsm," 1n Ghan Van Vocht, Jan. 1897.
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the bearer of . ;riah freedo. ‘Thus -3 Sees” a?ain and aga:n the ue.—yal of-
the liberati'on struggle- by thie nat*ve landlords, by. the- metchantsr_by the
~anti-socfalist intellectuals, by the cierg;., At ‘the same, Tlme,. this tracing
-t history illuminates the’ creativity of. the: Irish working’ class and the
oeaSantry I Here it is: Connolly, who, fot the- first timeé since Mnrx’s death,
grasps the relauionship ih Canital between the struggles of the Irish work—
“4ng-class.against the. ever-worsening ronditions of abor, and the rise of ¢
: the*Fenlan‘movement.-

. an integral pnrt of onnolly s vork’ 1n “this period was his- POlemic
agaxnst ‘the anti-socialist.clergy.  Indeed, it was, ‘thrbugh his response to
.the-slanderous attacks. on, secialisa by, Father Kane in; 1910 that ConnollY
‘decpened his study of :the history of the Itish working €lass. LEBQEJ,EEEEEE?

“sallty ‘and ‘Relipion exposesz’ so totally the hzstoric capitulatien nf. the Irish
.‘Chuxch-to Aritish demination that to . .this ddy “its presence o0 1iterature’
tables 2An Irish political. gatherlngs is a source of - cootroversy, vith same
snyinn that ft'is "divisive,” and, should’ therefore be excluded. T .

‘tn the eve of the 1915 Upr151ng, and after the mass’ strike of Dublin
~workers of 1913, ceme: Counolly’s.1915 essay, The Reconquest of Ireland.
Thoae among . the sociali,t movement in Ireland and in Britain ‘who were. ‘shocked
“to sce Connolly in the leadership of: the, 916 Upx ising must ‘ngver have stud-.
ded’ thxs work.' For:;it .is here that: Connolly is. most deeply committed to e-
liciting ‘all: Lhe social . forces to- ::eatc a new :relané - and’ to eliciting
" them through’ ‘the process. of revolutionary action. ‘Here is the total oppos-
‘ition to any scheme for the partition of Ireland, ot fox a’ concept af home=- -
‘rule" by the native -bourgeoisie. ' Here' 1g theifull expression that only in
a workers' republic, as part of a. world movement for revolutior w0U1d true
Irish independence be poasiule. ' ) y

: nnd here, precisely here, is Counollv s, insis oce on’ Egggp as a cen-_
tral Irish:revolutionary. subJect. Tt is'Tot alone.his assertion that "the
worker is: the slave of copitalist society, the, fema e worker is the slave

of that’ aigvg, that.is cenfral, here.‘ Rather, it: is that in experiencing the .
militant vole of women workers in the 1913 strikes, Covnolly 'suddenly is ‘led -
to. sce- the. women S;struggle in-a. very, different way than hls qoc1alist co=-

. workers- . ’
) Vonc 9. fxtted to- break the chains as they who weat them,*‘
nons "so’well equipped to ‘decide what is a. fetter. In 1t3 :

- march., towards £roedom, ‘the working class. of’ Ifeland must
... cheer -on, the efforts-of those women who, fealing on. ‘theitr -
- souli.and bodies ‘the fetters of the ages, Have arisen to .

strile them off,: .and chear all thie louder if in its hatred
of ‘taraldem and passion for freedom the womin a atmy for—'
‘ges ahend of the militaqt army of’ Labou:

Less than one yenr latcr, Connolly was “to-lead . the Enstcr Rtsing of
9‘6 from .the Dublin General Posr office, nnd be executed h} the Hrit*uh in
_tho ya*d of \ilmainham ]nil. R s : . :
~r ;- Seven weeks heforo thc Rising, Leain .was cnmpleting, from Swlss ex-.
fle, and in the midst of the. slaughter of World YWar I, bis Theses on tho '
"’oc‘-lis: Re 'olﬂt‘cn avd the Right of lations'.o Sclf—“eterminetion. e

11, . See Ch‘ptnr VI of Tho chonquust of Ireland. eutitlod simply; “Joman, "

T - B jf?366o‘
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could mot have.known that’ the Ixish liberation: otganizations were preparing, .
iigfsecretr, for the rising.:.fut in sharp contrast to his colleagues in the
" soeimlist movement who-did oppose World. 'ar I,.but who, nevertheless attached =

to that opposition an-abstract.condemnation ofiall 'nationalism,. Lendm e

felt that that sort.of unity -'fE.r'unity_b_ased,on;cop:lnsions,_-_alp_ne;;rai}d-f‘f‘_t’,}!?‘?h- )

masked the wide differences in the process of -coming to those conclusioqs
fv=-iwas the “greatest danger' to the movemente«. ... - - .o o oes
_ ‘what may have. scemed llke an.abstract, discussion became a3, iken
desth concrete one as.soon,as. the Irish Rebellion of 1916 .took: to. the. ..
strects in Dublin.: The. truth'is.that, within the socialist movement, the
Rebellion-camé under greatest attack from withing the. Left,. from, antl-wart .

socialists, like:Karl Radek).-who dared.to ‘title,his article on. the Rebellion.

+

N 7 T tt
“3 :Played-Gut’ Song,Y and analyzed it: as nothing more.or .less. than s "putsch.’
Forecasting the “end.of Trish uationalism,! Radek described the Rebellion
as a “purely urban petty-bourgeois movement which, notwi thstanding the sen~
saticn it caused, had not much social bacling.” =% ’ .
. B C : s St L e LT ey R e ST
) .. It.is precisecly in aAswer téo Radek and other anti-war socialists that
" Lenin's_greatest; formulations. on the national question emexge a3 e took,
the:debate . up: again in: July 1916, . ot that Lenin had illusions about the.
breadth of :the Irish movement in 1916, or about its.class character ==/ but
/ip. answering.Radek what leaps.cut is the concreteness of Lenin's relation-
“ship:toe’ . revolution: T R O T . RERTRA

ST =7§maging‘tbat social . revolution is, conceivable without Tesr,

" yoits:by .small-nations in tha colonies.and in Eutope; with-
out the revolutionary outbursts of a section of the petty  , . -
bourgeoisie with-all its prejudices, without:a movement of-
.politically non-conscious proletarian-and semi-proletazian .. .

.. :masses against:oppression.by:the’ landlords, -the churchi, the .-
i, ... monsrchy, against national oppression, .etc. -=.to:imagine . :-
- that means repudiating social revolution: wa et

L ks

| ..The.dinlectica of -history is such that.small nations,-. .
powerless as an’independent factor in the. struggle against, B
imperialism, play.a part as one of,the ferments, one of ..

i the bacilli, which.help the.real.power agatnst {imperiali Qg
to come. on the. scene, namely, the socialist proletariat.

. " We all kuow how the Irich Revolution, far fzom being a. "played=out”
scng,' did use the.involvement.of Britain in tjorld War-I.as its, opportunity
to.fight for freedom in. lts.war of independence, 1916-21. The tragedy, .
however, of.that struggle is. that it was: fought without a James Connolly,.
without .elther the leadership:of o workers® movement for socialist re_volu-
" tlon in practice, or, the reconnection with Marx's philosophy of .revolution
in theory. Thus, the 26-counly state that became the Irish Repuablic was .-
the product of .the most unfinished of bourgeois natioual revolutions. ' So.

‘12, “Knr"l'liéd.ek., "-’."Einyé_d-(lut S‘o'x.ig',.'-' ‘(-:-nﬁ"p'rfntedf_in" t'h'e'(i\é-rhe:rﬂ'rég'wébhl':,” :
May. 9, 1916, R . : . o _

-

13, Y.I. Lenin, “The Discussion of sfxifantenhI'nntién‘S.tméd Up," July 1916.
For more on-the.relationship of Leain to the Irish Rising of 1916, see.Raya -
Dunayevskaya's Uarxism and Freedom, Chapter 1, @ - =0 o oo o ooniir oo oo




. P

R R

1imited waseven the break with dnglsnd ‘that it 'was not pntil after World™

r,Jar II that® 1ritish ccrporations ‘ceased to be the: overwhelminsly domingnti"

factor in'the econcmy of the-Republic <= and thenr“he diffarence was only’
thatTthe  économy was:controlléed mpre "plurally,” by:the usy, Germany, andj -
otﬁer ente’prisinv foreivn investors seekinu low wages. .* . :
- And for the I-.; nho did not accept the Tteaty of - 1921, and continued
armed struggle against i, all became ‘reduced te- the question of the berder,
" the” p;ttition itpased by 3t1tain.' Questions of full: seeial: revolution, ‘of
the workers strugale, of: the farmers movement, ‘or-of. the WOmen s rights-.
campaigns;‘were evuluded from ‘the agenda, ‘or relegated to' the périod:af-.
ez the partitiow was abolished. ~Today we: have to ask whether: the. I8A, in
accepting the ground of Uritish imperialism," in marrowing the. 1ssue to: the
border, does not break up the unity:of philosophy and reVOlution, and thus
pose a genu'ne obstacle to revolution in all of Ireland. i .

r

IV TODuY S IPISi n"DOH STQUPGLE 1968 72, 1972-81

: ". In out owm” age, and withlﬂ ‘our own Marxist-ﬂamanist history, the
subject of “Ireland: revolution and theory' has included a study of Marx' 8
writings and work on-Ireland at several polnts in: the pericd since World
War 'I1.° %ven a brief look through the Marxist=fitmanisi Archives reveals .
that Raya Dynayevskaya has again .and .agein returned to MHarx on Ireland. It
is true that. that retira has not so much been to qffer a rerspective on the
Irish fréedom 5t—ugm_e today, - as=to help iliuminate .ax subject" that might
seem VEry far distant from Ireland - the Black ﬁlmension in the USA and in
Britain. . A : ! . : ;

' ' One-con trace this study fron ?unaerSkuya s articles on "Marxism
and. the Megro Froblem' written in 1944 and: 1948, in the wake of  the Harlem,
and Detroit tebellions, to her:1968 letterto’ the Scotigsh Mirxist-Humanist.
Group on: "3ritish racism, Powallism and the workera.' The impact of
~that letter on today 3 DBlagk: rgbelllon in Nritain cun be seén in the time-
liness with-which it wai reprinted by the ‘Dritlsh Higxist-ﬂumanlsts in theit

"_nawspaper dutiﬁg the Brixton Rebellion thls Aprxl.

e - That 1968 7etter eleo coincidud with the ‘date’ of p turning - ng%nt far
Irelnnd -= .the rebirth of’a mags Trfsh. frzedem: movement demanding "c£V11 ’
rights.' .That movement arose, not from the SQuth.-the Republic, but from
wi thin“Horthern - Ireland's police" state 1tsélf. In I963 and 1969 civil
rights organizations sprang up everywhere artous ‘the Morth, in 391fast and
Derry, in Armagh and’ Yewry: The- speed with wvhich they grew and the spirit
of - "impudent. conf-ontaticn" they . -developed stunned everyone, from the Un~ "
fonist govermment of torthern Ireland through tho police ard the judges” to
thc'politicd:_of the f;espons!bie" Cutholicﬁepposition.ﬂ Even the organizers

lh ‘See the Gulda to thc uayn Junayev ftnyao Collection: Marxist-liumanism.
41 to Today «=- its OUripins and Dnvelqgmgnt 1n the U.8. (svallable from

lews. and - Letters for $1.00) -

15. Marxist-ﬂumnuism, Nnyidune 1901, 1s uvailable fxom the British Marxist-
~Humanists, box NL. Rislng Fraa, 182 bppar Street, London #i, mnglond.  The -
‘samo - issue dnciudes o @lscussion articie "0n' the 20th anrniversazy of Frantz.
Fanon's Death" by iHgel Gibaén, which Telates the’ thought =€ Fanon, Marx
and Leain to-the ar*sinb nuluaglu for Irish rreo&cﬂ.




;ing-actions to discussion
'.gtoups on sociallst'ldeas organized”themselves. : : T e

R The spirit of 1ndependence, the" fresh air of néw ineas, that suept a-
_cross Porthern Ireland ‘led the” new civil: tights uctiv;sts to* challenge all
~the” conventional ccncepts of -what kind of palitica was pogsible in those”
: six ccunties.“ They demanded- abolition of thé pervasive religinus uiscrimin—
“ation” and” segregation in- housing, i jobs, and- in’treatment:by- state. agen~
'cies. Ltheyr devized new ways to bring together Protestant: and Catholic wor- .
: Lers in .oppcsition -to the entrenched Unionist politicsl ‘machine.- 'In protests
*'against slum housirg quite a few Protestaent families were willing 'to join
demonsttations §bonzored by organ-zaticns widely tegarded as "Catholic," like
the De:ry hou51ng &ction Committee. T -
Hew political gtoups anerged among’ the youth of No:thern Ireland, e
groups which took” an interest in an‘independent understanding of pclitics,
and bevan to debate what those concepts meant concretely in the slums of °
est ,elfast ‘or-the uoﬂaide. CALY the " same tlme. both within Forthern Irelaﬁd
aud from tha Republic cama’ the formatxon of Irish Women ¢ Liberation ‘ETOUPS.
"So- ubiquitous tas’ the “sexism they organized against that they refused to .
recognlze 'the! burde:, “and’ muiﬂta11ed 1inks for action between uublin and.
- Belfast.” . They' confronted ‘not’ only, the governments, “but_the Left and nat-
icnalist. movements, exposing “the chauvinism Iin. their organizations. They-
- declared that the reality of the uitnation was ~- Irishwmmen. _chains’ or’
: fchauge?" K ‘_-J, k L . . - S ".-~ S

With the amergence of the mass civil riahts movement ceme also the
prominence of cne gcman ‘as its-greatest autiv;st and’ 1eader - Dernadettekjw
. Devlin.: It was. shieivho not only stood up to the Stotmont eatablishment,.
but sharply differentinted thelr movement.{rom any "Green Toryism “(cultur<
al raticnalism). It was she who thsisted on linking Ireland’s. freedem "strug~
gle to the Blacm_movement in the.USA and in” Africa. Yet when ‘Devlin came™
to sum up hex" experience in her 1969 book, The Price of My Soul, she Stead-
‘fastly refused to draw any theoretical ‘concluaions from the movement. . In-
deed, she downplayed theory,  including Marxist theory," entxrely, ‘as "£m-
practical’! or-"sectarian,” as' thouph "darxdism" was containéd in the ‘positions
. of the wvaricus’ Trotskyist or Maoist groups, rather than in the genuine phil-
osophy of- revolution rreated by Karl Marx. AR . s

LR

. Froﬂ 1968—71 what characterized tha- civil rights movement ia ‘drthérn
I"eland was sctivity, and more activity. 1t was .often very creative activ-
”1ty.f. Jut nowhere was the upsurge in the movement accompanied by a serious
attempt to’ trqnscend in: theary all the ‘old, failedi: ideus of the Irish Left .
and “the’ Irish nationa;is: orgnnizations that the’ new generation of activists:

had rejectod in practice. - I . L T e

v

- Includod among those old’ orgaanations which the clvll rights move=-. .
“ment act1Vists eriticized was the TR.. The fact 1z thatat the start.of the .

" mew activity in torthern Ireland in 1968 and 1969, the IRA was not inv01Ved

" Many 'IRA leaders-even scorned the nevw marches and demonstrations as attempts
to "reform" Morthern Ireland, insisting that only the abolitlion of the .ber-.
der be. the focal point of the struggle,  Meithar the Stalinist ner the nar-
BLUN nnhlonalist clements {later to split 1ntc twa organizntions) in the lea
ership of thg IR vielcomed - the' opent: gs that Ulster’ s youth had crented.
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!ﬁat testcd all the organzza_icnu in the Irish movement, whether old
or mew, wes .the introduction of the hated policy of intermment without trial -
. by the Tritish on-Avgust 9, 1971, ;nmediate;y,,ﬁo:uhern Ireland erupted in
near-civil war, bleockading off whole sections of: the cities. of. Belfast and
- Derry, under the slogan: ian your' barricade; don't let them take any more.”
‘Mass, organiuahions were created literally overnight in the barricaded areas.
Cirizens' committees assumed all.the needéd functions. of = government . :
- Dexry,’ where uhe sttuggle Teacheﬂ its. highest poiat,. fully half. the popula-
.tion lived:in: an area.they proudly. called=.Free ‘Derry,’” off-limits to. the..
srltish arny..,Pot even ‘the, British: army s slaughter-of .13 marchers in Derry

-on. "Blocdy. Suaday ",Jan. 30, 1972, cculd stup 'the mass.: re»istance,and self-__
rOanization. : . e . .

S S The ground for the u1t1mate destruction of Free Derry and: other Mno-
go" areas, however, was laid by the policies.of the IRA provisionals, who::
followed Bleedy Sunday with & campaign of random anti-people bomb attacks
in the dovmtowns and theuProtestant.areas of: Horthern Ireland’s cities.’
The. reault‘nﬂ mood o£ d;sgus» and revulsion, net alone among the. British.
population, but’ as well -among’ the Republxcan masses in the, Torth, created.

‘the climate that allowed the Sritish army. to bulldoze. the -barricades, of ..
rree Derry and re-aasert their. .eontrol. In-the’ process, the IRA bombing- -

-campaign ‘ended, at least, temporarily, all prospects forx. Protestant!Catholic
working class organ1zation, all. prospects for a movement for a socialist
Ireland, against religxous snctarianism. In short, many of the.new ggenxngs
created by the. civil _Tights movement -1968- 72’ were - suddenly closed.

. ”he new oenerat101 of, activists was not able to seriously oppose the
usu:pat.on by. the IRA of the movement's. new direction. The failure to
ground the ctea»ivit" An practicc with a new.zelationship, to revolutionary.

: theory =o, crippled mahy :of 'the hest- o*ganxzerq .that what resulted under-the
- dmpact, of the Proves’ bcmbiﬂg .campalgn was a)spzzntering of thée movement-in-
to & dozen different Left, groups, cach with a ccmpeting program" for Irish
liberayion wheLher based .on T:otsky oT, Mao. Lo XRER - .

LR
. ‘Mat then began was.a. period of nine lonp years, 1972-81 in which

the whole of the-Irish- freedom struggle . became -subsumed under: the guerilla
campaign.'_hot only were Joint Catholic/Protestant housing- actions . ended,
but thers soon vere nexther .neighborhoods where “ratcut_nts and- Catholics
met, nor, jobs on which they worked, together.“ As for women's liberation,:.

" Under. thL IR%, ‘it became reduced from women as lndependent thinkers question-
ing the directlon of the movement and pointing: the way.to a fuller uproot=
1ng, ‘to wemen as nqt‘onal heroines, " as prisoners at Armagh.;

kN . -t
i

Today s generatio1 of youth activi ts have, in the last six month,,-
develoPed a new mess movement in Izreland, not’ through the- coutinu-ng milit-
ary engagements with the British ATIY, but’ th&cugh the campaign to gain. pol-
itical status for Republican prisoners im Long Kesh's "H-Blocks' and inAx-:
magh. Thehunger, strikes on the one hand, and the vicious anti-human pol-

7 icles of Margaret Thatcher on the.other, have mobi [1zed hundreds ¢f . thous
sands “in- ’c‘nna torth and - South. They in turn have posed far deeper ‘ques="
‘tions for the freedom’ movement than political stetus for the prisoners zlona, -
questions that do not stop either at a. refusal to accept the border nritish

‘16.  For more on the eventu of 1971-72 in Iteland from 1nternmenc through
‘Bloody Sunday to the fall of Free. Derry,. sce News & Letters, Nov, 1971, ..

tiarch 1972, and «ug.-Sept. 1972. (Subscriptions to M&L are uvailable for

_$2.50 pn— year.)“
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o :I.mptzn::i.&lli.sm"ﬁ:read;ed.t Instead, vi th:ln the n-assive crowds that. have been seen .
at the funerpls of:each’ of -the hunger: stri'cers, within the youth fighting

- .uritlsh r.roops in the: slums, wt thin the ranl.s of i:he unemployed: or: underpai

iex _,r, ;Br a revolutiona:y tra.lsformatlcn on both sides’ of l:he border- :
,To meet the challenge arlsing from th!.s Hew movemenr. what is needed

‘is’a far fuller working ocut of theory for the Irish® ‘revolution than that '

-iand has knowu since Marx's death. “there is indeed no way forward for Irish

freedor under the "presently dominant ideblogical and organizational forms"

- .in which the liberation struggle is imprisoned, no matter how intensive the

: activity i.n tl-e period ahead. R

i th this discussian bul]etin, and with the ongoiug work of ‘the" Bn.t:-
"sh Mand.at—llumam.sts for Tevelution on both sides of the Irish Sea, an at-
tempt: to.meet. the challenge of the movement has begun. All readers are in-
vited to jein-in the disnussion... and- he.lp :~or‘< out perspectives for "Ireland-

:evolution a:md theor‘y.

- May 28, 1981
De\:roi t, Michigan




