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Discussion .. ';rticle. . :. :,'' 
·.r~F.L{_}1f>: .R1.VO'LUTIOi':,'y:lTI T1{i\01t'( ·''' 

··:· ,_, by_.i:icheel-connolly -, ,:··- 'i·.•:' 

.,,-- .1 

• ::>.' 

;··.:.~ .. 'fhe·. sickeiling_ attemf?t,·by. Uls_ter. ~·o~~ce· ten days :tate:r to•--"i~dnap 11: ~ 
the' -bo.dy :of. a second .r:\:- ·hunger striker,· Francis: t'ughes, l·nts shoWn ·on. TV· 
~rorldt,>tde. -- rn their atttomPt 'to pl:'event nnother. masSive sho~r o£ ODPOsi tion 
to' the t:orthc.rn Ir_cland. police state,· police thus insured a tur.nout of 
20,000 1n 1-!ughes',.hometo~'tl. in rur~l South Derry.-: Sirriilar huge erowds~a_e­
C.ompatii-ed· hunge~~trikers Raymon'd ~leCre'esh ··and· Patsy-'o'-Ha'ia ·to· their grav~s-
in A.tmagh and nerry. City. .The fact- that o»Ha~a- was a:niembEir: of. the J~! Sh~ __ ··' 
Republfcan._SocialiSt- Po 'tty-,· rather then tht't t'R~·, was- not· 'a: ~ofnt:_of dt vi~ion'.. 

., 
.- -.,-- · I:~ o'C.riy ··City;-: youth toO!:. to 'the streets-·t n a· Sener.al ai:tft~k:' on_· Ul­

ster- Police· and jri tish troop.St-' Shouting thoi r p'iote:!its. o\~er' the brutal ·mUT- · 
der-of ttro.l)erry youths•on .r:a:ste%- Sunday> In' what·wSs offiCially tenne~ a ·· 
"traffic accident," two. 'xm~· ·_land:-ovn·s 'plowed into'<a grou'p of youths at .­
high ~P..-~ed, th~n.stopPed ,g_ncJ reversed over the injured, tdlling hro and in .. 
jurin8;, at least·. four others. · lnd'ee'd, _. e.v:i.rY· brutal! ty, ··eve'i-y intransigence 
by;·13rltish Prlme Mini'ster---:Thatcher _and her govenuneiit hns.·,brought out new 
forces in the present e·risisf- especial~y S.."'lhma th~- youth.: 

. The t~ational "!!-'1locks/-lrmag:h" campnign has meant. the ·involVement of 
thOuuti.ds. of newe·eCnnrers-in house-to .. house 'or&ani'z!.U..~-:and di-sCussioris.- -~'nd ·· 
those disCussions have~n~t alone been:limited .to the· demands of the hUng~t 
strikers for political status .for -lrfsh ffaedorn fighters 'in·:"4riti'sb:_prisons, 
but have extended to all the eondl tions of life and l.a.bo::- in Northe-rn Ire- · 
land today. 

~os_e ~onditions Are certairlly Or.prcssivc 'onl!s. :.The six .. c~ounty po .. 
lice state of l!o'rthern lTe.lo.nd, ·tom fTom -l!lstCr at the time o'f-!riah plir­
tition in 1921, is based $ol'e.ly. on,·the mOst vlcious ·orange (PrOtestO.nc· 
Loyalist) sectarianism, and maintained today only ~-dth' the presence ot l~~~er 
up,o.n layer, of. mllltary ~eChnology ~tld fascist thucgery. The 12,_000 i-eSUlar 
:lri·i:.i'sh ~roo?s, _'a:nlied wi'th··the"lnte.st' in ":mti:..tnsur;.:.;.,t;y·~wa:rf&.rcu.- t;nrning,­
are bac~ked up by· inore than 2;000 membCr·s · of ttlc· Royal Plater· Constahula.ry --:, 
l!orthe~ Ireland as n·early enti rel)r St'!3rrga.ted.. (Protrst8nt-onlyj police· foteo ~ 
.... and .bt 'the· 'p.:~'t't•time soldieirs of the· tlhteJ:. Oefense_ T\(>gime-n:t. · Add to· 
these,forceS the Prolifcre: tiOn of· secret .nml.not•so•secr~t· f~aeist terror 
c:=go:nizotions, from thi' Ul&Jter-volunteer t•'orce through the Clster i>efense 
Association to .the--!~ed iiand Co~nr.do. · For· a full' decade".they have devoted 
themselves to the murder o! Left nct~vlsts and ~ivil :rights movement ·h'Orl\.t:srs • 
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.nehincl the military and its belpe-:s lies the fantastic special coul."t 
system now calle.d the .. ?!ol:'thern Ireland F...meTeency Powers ~\ct." Po thing bet­
ter gives the lie. to Prime Ninister Thatcher's:·-constar.tly xeoeated 'conten-
tion that Irish neoublican!l ·are ·.:ccmmon criminals" than thc __ 'pio.::visiori!(:.of ___ , __ :· 
that. i .. ct. In rlorthein !.reland_~· .. a.~d.:!!o!=.t!"!~.riL!:!e!.~~~---~~'?~_~,~-:~;f.f.ens~~:.~-~1'!:_ 
"political motivationS" are set off .ftom all others arid heard .in,non-jury: 
courts· under special r~les of evi"dence .. ~:··The· hUi'C:J.en Of··pra·o·f is shi~ted _from 
_the r,n:osecutiori to _the de.fe_nse; the right ·to _rEmain'-sllent is removed; a. . 
convicticn is ~aC_cei)tablc-:OrL~_the ... basis .oCi(.disput~d confcsS_tpn,S.lOp'e.~ .... In _ . .:.: 
fac~•- ~5'_'peicent:·_of- cotiVi~_tion::> i_n_-_the .~Pe.cia~ .. ~ou,r,;~ .. h:ave bee~ o_bt_~!l\e4 o~. 
the·, basi':s of st.iCh. 11e0rifessions_, 11 ·often_ after _to-rture. - In -this manne_r were 
the- "H-~locks" -of>_" Long 'l{esh ·and -the··H"ometi' s 'P-rison 'i ri-: ... nna.gh fi lfEd.. . -. 

" - --~-":· -~· ·.-... ._.• ·--!'.:"' -,;;- · .. , 

: "Th"a· ·enti·;e- ilp{ia-T:a·tuS_- Of -·l:epl:_e-ssfO"n "d(r_ce_ted. a_t~ the. ~Cath_oliC' pop'ula- ::~ · 
tion ·.of Northein Irelarid Serves to maintairi a· ·com.Olex syste:R· of S:"CgTegatiOn: 
in which ·the ·'?iO-te.stbrtt popul'ati'ori"do~s ·receiVe s~.ne -relative'_benefits; 'in··_­
jobs, h·ousing -nr:.:!.- tiCatment' by ·the s"tate. · It ·ts ~not, hoWever";• the''Protes·~· · 
tant ,.,.ot"king cltis9, .. [:;Olitical-ly 'attached a·s: it is to Orange politics·;> that· 
is the pillar of Eorthe:.cn Ireland's pe-rverse systeni. aather--the real pillnr 

·is intc:rriatiOnn.l (mainly .. ?.ritish) caoitalisin-, \Vhich fol:' dll!cades has·'enjoyed· 
in 13elfast, ·De-rry and other' tTlster·ci-tieS,: the.·emplOyment of;worke'rs"8t -p~v-: 
e:r_ty. uagesr unheard· of in· -the~ re~t· of. Hestern Zurope outside l?o't"tugal.': · 

. ' ' ' 

;, ·.It_ is· th~t· sa:nc· interr.ationa 1.- capitalism :that _prai·s_ed· the -''tabor 
peo.e:e".--. in- the, f.ac..tortes', ,by- 't-:hie:h they. meant that: the .union •movement,was -
crippled: by'not:.only divisi!;»ns·-bet,-7eeu .Protcstan~s -and_- Catholics'; but by a 
:ceal: utiemploymc.nt _:Late which of len· exceeded 30 pe-rcent. of· the·. ,-rorkforce. ·: 
Th'e- is .tJ;tat' t.hrough~ut .!-!or them Ireland• job and housing segregation 

not.lessenE?d •. This, despite'the l-3:years·since-the civil 
began. Far fr9(nlth.e recenc-·yca:!'s_.of- ~trugg"le~.having·opened 

bo<~'••,n.Protc..:: tant: and ... c.O.th<?liC. worker::J, . the·-dai ly reality of: lli"e 
meant_ fewer and fe_,~~r-coptaets af- any-kind.· . •.. ' ' 

. At. the'~~~: ~irne, howeve-r,_ the -~·tone -wall of intransigence erected 'by· 
l3ri tish Labor and. Tory ·gove-::tl!!J.ents ~like, and supported, by- the Irish :goVe.l:n-. 
mcnt in:DubUn, i::> t..::gil)nlng to ::;how serious c--racks:· .. -- ' , 

"" 1.'he--;lrixton·Rebelllon iri·· t,pri·t;-,the"l.Bt~St·in ·3 rising tide of 
actions by a nlack Urltain det-e"L'mined -to· endure··ndtish_ i-acism, poverty 
-wages--and unemployment-no- longer, has given even the-mpst,di~hard Tories 
the -.~eeli.n8: 1 that thS! ':'": 11t-:c.y_ cf_,!!fe" ·is unde-r: o(lttack~from. bo_t!i sides of the · 
Irish -sea .• -· : · ... · -·., ·. 

~ h poll sponsored by the Labor Party revealed 59 
British pcoo!~ in favor .of troop ~thdra~~l: from Ireland. 
felt that -3i:-ltoin s:hould kC!ep ·control ·of- the Six Coun.ties. 
open' split in the Lo.bor Pnrty on troop.,dthd::-awnl.· 

percent of the 
Only-29 pe-rcent 
There is now an 

................ --- ~' ' 
1. stnc:e· this. di~~Usoton· a-rticle '"as written or..l_~ny_ 28 1 1981• the, -revolt. of· 
J:llllck. ~rltain .a's Sf.\CU_in nri~ton: in April' has been extended in July both_,, 
nation .. wtde, in everY '-i_t.Y_ !r-om. Souchampton to- Dundee • .anti- f-rom' ntoc::'k- :'jL•1tn1n 
to the whi tc Y?JJth_ o_f: Bri tnin-, themselves: unemployed on'daick of police ha-r- · · 
assment. (See rep~J-rts .. in N~ws & Letters,: July_.nnd:.Au&.·Sc!'Jt• 198l.t) Inter• 
vi eH~ _Hi th many_ ~f those ·in_ the streets _of Liverpool, London and Nnnchestar 
rcveal~d tl.n OI?C'1\ affinity be~,-1cen ~ri ti sh. youth and thai r countcrpo"t'ts-- in 
Del fast nnd .. Derry. 1\'hnt. is ah?· crucial· to .see, .howcv.:t, --18· tht' aft:act th~t '· 
nlilCk ::1rit~iri 1 .!J nc,~ stOee of st.-rUe3io 11ili h:wo or. the course--of thc·lrlsh 

_- fTaCdom movEment. ~-.fill the rclat'lons forg('tl between r.lock youth n-nd wht te 
make. on impact on sea-rcgotcd Northern troland? 7358 
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(I In T}ublin 1 Prime Nin!ster ~aughey 't"as forc;ed to call elections, fo_': ~­
June 11, elections~: tn· wilicb not only .wtll· his c~ose __ · association wi th':_Thatcher 
on l'~orthcrn, I-re~and: be a central! issue~:·but. so.··l<Ji-21 the: Republic.• s. _ u, pe_r- ---
cent t.-nemployment; and~·zo· percent- inflntion•,rate. , :_·--.' -- !J, 

'r ·''' '·',""! ~-- ~ ~ '•t ·;• "-.,-" .• :·· '::. ··' 
There is nc doubt that ne{.,- 6penings_llaVe:begun for the Irtsh,freedom 

struggle. -The" ques_tion-_th8t·-:then fac_es all- activists and thinkers in that 
movemerit ·is how' to: Oevclop . .-.the.se,:openinge. --.> Ho"::l", con: t.re· help.~to,.brea.k the 

·antagonism. between: thE'. Cat?olic:and'. the .Protestan-t i-rorKing---clS.ss, people of 
~ Northern.- Ireland? ,, How;.can; the- strufigles· of l'!orthcrn -Irela"nd·. against, i~s 

police state._·_ and: ':';oorkers ~in· the· Republic::.-j.~.gainst~ it~.' Status' as~_-a·- rni'nimum 
wage preServe- for. ,the multi-nationals ,-_be- united? ·. lfoat·- relations· can_ tie 
·establiShed between ··Il:i'Sb- freedom· fighters ·and -all the -forCes· of revolt in 
nritain .,_ the nlack.movement. the workers, the youth, women'S liberation_? 

That these.' questions· require the most serious relationship .-beb:een 
theory and acti vi ty_·-iS· po,;~rfully· indi'Cate.d in- a recent lCtter-·from· a· 
Br! tish Narxi st~~u:inaniSt·~··Dick .~.berilethy: 

. ' 
The news ·of·nobby~saitd-s 1 death~reS.ched 'me in" a most 

distressing way. I o.rrivE.d at work to hear people:·sa}•in& 
that he was a terrorist thug uho got what he deserved, 
and if·- Britain ,hddn' t -abolished hanging there would' be -no 
problem with: hunger strikes. · 

.•. ~ 

ilr:!.tish pu_blic • .opinion is pretty: clearly: in "Support t?f 
withdr-'lwe.l·frcm -Northen·.Ireland, but this i:s oVerwhelminS­
ly fTlls.tra_tion·.Bt: an unWinnnble- wnr; ·atld_·y~ry fcl~,are-'sym .. 
pathetie tO the Irish liberation_movcment. The level of 

.ignorance .is eolos~al•> .Seye.ral people~informed me that' .. __ 
Sands .was a .,"convicted murderer. 11 

- In~-fact he- had -been :aeu­
:tenced :to~14·ycars :fo-r'1llegal·poSscas'ion·of f!reannse ·I 
got a·fnirly.heated_and.irratioria'l reaC:tfon whcn,:I·aTUued 

·that .the- reali-problem in Horthf!rn· Irel:tnd ·was Otange ··se·c-
.. ·,-. tarianis~n;.upheld' by flTitish'·troops.·.·onc su·y·even rolled up 

his tl:ouscrs, pointed· to :a· bandaged leg,- ·erlci said, " I uOt 
that. fighting· for-my Coulltry tn·,·lorld H'ar' II." In ·o'the;·: ·· 
words, -the- ger.crd 1 a ttl tUde-·! s emo tlonal" and unl'easoni ng 
chauvintsm, but- also PessimiSm.· " 

Also, thl!-~e is a revulsion nt n:..".. ntrocit!e.s, whi_cl:l would 
be legitimnte·g these were seen in .the c.o::~ctext .. of-tb'e.mcss. 
created by BT-l tish rule and P-rotcst~nt suprer.:ncy. I feel 
more 11out on-3.• limb" on theA Subject ·ot>xreland than o_n_ any 
other issue. ··t'eop·l\\ who,- are generally qUite T8-dicnl fall 
rl&ht into the .:hnuvin:lst-&wamp ns sootY"8s Ulster is men~ 

· tloned -•••• 

.. ·Unlike~ the U.s. CX!lericnce uith th4:' V:lotnam '~nr, 3ritain's 
. war in· No'l"thern 1::-ela.it.d.-h:..s .not··(yt>-t) given rlso· to 'nny mnss 
protest· or, led many!pcople in ~ritain to GUOstion tho natura 

..... - .... -'!'1 .... -." 

' ~ -

'" ·' 

2~ _ In·;-thc· Jun-e ,ll,_ .1981 .election in tho Irish !lcpubiie, ·Charlie Haughey wcs 
voted out of office. Oy the slimmest of mamins, GaTt'Ct Fl tzae:rald,'s ·Fine 

..• 9nel/Lo.bour conll tion took over the govt".rnment, but· not bet oro tl..-o !tcpuli-
!" can prlsonars had h'-'t'n elected to the Dail. 7359 
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'.' ::-of; the .socict.y·-they .. live in~ .: .'l'h'e movement -foi'·wtthdr~wal-.. c;;)_ 

iS: rad;e.r -smau·; and'lneffectuS.l~--·· r t: is--based O'n-·-thc.-·,I-1:!-:::h ·-~'~ -· 
community in i}l:-i tain, plus. the'--re,.-o!Ut1oriary; Left:l,-"' pluS; ·1:· •· 
th'e _ pil.cifists:.. The::e· ia also a_ small :group of:._\rmy· vet-

" ersns··tmo·now·oppose· the't<ld"t'' .-... -~· •. ·· ·;;·- , ~--~ :< } . 
. ,.,, . :·,-_,.-'.-'' ~ ... _._. ~--·' . ,•-·. ;;-.-.· ;,;,.-,,. :.'.:: .- ·J 

.. ; _ -·!lot·J~ver. g'rCat. the··-chan8es . .in-:lreland_.since,Narxrs--:tirlte, " -;_,.-,_ 
· hi·s 1 views~-arcr Still pOt-J'e1:full),. _.,relevant·.~· -Today we' utill . 
. face, the· tnsk ~-'to awaken •-the: conSciousness' in·- thc·.'English ·,·;· · · · · 

-,;Worker· th'at-.fOr'·them.' the· national: emlincipation Of·_'-ILel.and ... ,_,. 
'·is:· no· q-uestion· of· abst't'act: justice:.or.•hum.flt't.l.thr_ian~ senti­
·•ment~ ·but·, the- first condition of ·,the_f. T. ·Own· social~. erits.nci­

.-. :·pation~":·- '." .;. · · · 
. _- -~ ' 

. For· one ttiina, this means that as· we~paTticipate in the 
stiuggl!!• againSt. nucle.ar_ t-Jeapons · .... ·Which· fS a. Vigorous· 
and popular ·mcwement ..... we must insist on;: breaking down the 
separation from opposition ·to tho l-rish war. Dritaln's 
atrocities_in Glster.have .dcne much to--further militarlza-
tion_.af-, the,mhu:J.-'_-, · :-· 

·: ,- . 
,;_t the same. time 1 a•rigorous critique of'Idsh ·:tepubli;.. 

canlsm is necessary. Suppoi-t for the tri.sb freedom~strug­
gle-does not equal uncritical acceptnnce·of its oresently 
don:.inant 'ideological .·and-·organizatiOnal,-forms.- The qties- · 
tion of the.bo&der·is notnfflat is pararitounc,; :-.A.war:of 
as!lassinations·docs ·no~oint the:t-:oay- to· a new:society.· •••• 

;. . --- ' ·'-- .. ' . 

In the light of the net-t questions .now being ·rt~i:a'ed fcir -the ·:Irish 
freecbm movement,- and 'for those··in ·Bri tatn·and clsewhare .Who offer:solid­
ari tyr- let 

1 
s take ,a look.,' however, briefly,, at :11Iri:!lan'd; 'reVolution and 

theory" in three -his_toric periods:.·. (l) -.the Fenian moVGneht 'of the ·1860s 
and l~rl Harx;.: (2). the Uprising of :1916..-21 ..... Conno-ny..-and--Lenin; ttnd 
(3) today's mov-m1ent, from i_ts .origins .in the _tllster- civil' rights- p--rotests 
of the l:1te 1960s un_t!l_-.today._ -_, 1-.'e t-till do· so nOt because sUch· a .. re .. exam:. 
!nation ·~an dix:_e_~~ly _offer a· program for· today.-'-s· Irish. ·struggle, bue be-­
cnu3e the trueing· of a. revolution~ry relationship to Irlsh·.freedom his tor .. 
ically can illuminate perspectives for ocr. age. '·'· 

!·!hen N4r.c- u.rdved _!n_exile.in. nritain in the fall o£.1849, as the 
counter .. revolution in Gennnny intenf!t.fled, Ireland WRS alre•dy rr.ore thnn 
three years into __ the- famine. 1'he t-Jhole of the country w.:..s wroclted by· star­
vation and __ exile in unprecedc.nt~d ::u.-nbo::r.;. At the saine titnc.i-'anc: was wit­
ness to the collapse,of the '1Young -Ireland11 moVement, a gentry .. led national 
movement nhich 1 ll t the hcieht~ of the fhm!ne, .;tou'lod th~ CQuntryside urging 

_the. pea.snntry_ t<v:et_-reedy·!ar .. re\~altt -·yat rc.ftistna to :allow'thCm to-:fced 
themselvE>s at -the expense of the lunc.llot'dh: Such "leaders11 ne''·.'illiarn 
Smith O' nrt en even re!u.!Jed to nllow pea3ants to build borrlc~dos fl.Cross 
tho roads wi.thout gettin.'J, p"cnni.sdon 'from the landlords 1..ho owned the trees • .-~ 
In the -aftermath _·of· such ·a dc."~bach:;··!lri tlsh· socialiSts '.tn tho 1850s ignored 
l -rcland e.nd 1 t.s 11bl!cit~-rd Jll!!!::tsantry" · e_nt! rel;•. · .. 

7360 
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Such Has not· !the ease ·td th Hat'X. : In· AJ)rll 1856, he· wrote to Engels: 
"T"r.c :>;hole ~ttc.r. :1 t:.. ~e=-..any ~dll , de.{)enrt, ur)o_n-:J:he p·Oss:l bi ~i ~Y _of_ ~upporti ng 
the proletndari revOlution·\~! th-·a sOrt of·-seeond redi tion ·of.--tbe :peasant war. 
Then the thing·_l17llf be excellent." Thet·verY sarne:.month:he. U't'ged Engels to 
take a tdp to Ireland, end to report fully on the conditions· he observed 
in 'the rural areas there;;·- r::ngCts·:•"·report Vividly describes-Ireland :a dec-
ade-after the~·beginning:P"·of the:famirie:·, ' <>,-•. 

' >) '! • '.·, '-.~- ~ . ' . • -•• - .. ,, .. 

--., r%-etan~r-m.ay·bC 'regarded a~--tbe: first'- EngHSh ,·colony,- and· 
-·as· one·,uniC.h· bet·ause ·of· its·· p'roXimi ty is:·. sti 11 :goVerned ex-
·aetly'i'O. the' old· ,.,.ay, and -here one· can :alreadY-._Observe"' that; 

:the ·sO .. cillled ·libe-rty. of :~ngl!sh ·citizens; is'~-baS!f:d · __ Ori the· -. · -' ~ · 
'-''oPpression' of-"- the· Colonies·:.,;,.-.;-. The :uhole· of the' west;. but 

eXpeeh.l_ly in the ·neighbQrbood o_f Galway, ~s covered with 
ruined·- peasant houses. ·I .'never. thought· famine C:oUl~ ~have; 
such-' tangi blei -:reality. Wimlc vi llat?,es· are· devasti\ted ,:.and 
there·' among.· them liC the· splendid .parks· of.;: thC Tesser ;land- ,, : 
lords; -who a-re· the only- peol_)le·-_still living.·therC, oostly 

·-lawY·ers-. -~Famine-, anig-ration and Clearances have· accomplished· 
·this •• · .. .- • · .:! 

'£he country h3s ·been compll'tcly ruined by the r~ng;lish t·1ars 
of·C.onquest f-rom:t'lOO-to 1850 (!or :l.n reolity.bcth:the-'N"Ars­
and the;state·of-'siege lastcd·'as lOng Bs that~) It hi·a fact-· 
that Hlost'.of :the·_·ruius_ were -prodUced by' destruCtion··-durirltr' · ·. 
the uars •. Tlie·people itself hii.:l got its peculiar character' 
from· this; 'and'des.pite 'all 'thei1:.;~Irish natiOnalist fa-naticism 
the fellows fe.el that ·they•S.re 'nO 'lor.;;ger~-at home in:thefi- · · 
own cC?unt-I-y.-·: ·-rreland for thf!'$aXon! "That "is ·now· bei'n~ ~ 
realized .-~ ... 3 ' 

• ,· l '1 
'' . 

Again and again in the 11 years between ~ngCLS' tTi~ to Iieland and 
the publication of Cupit31, r=anc-retu:rncd tC! not only,tl~c· question of_ the 
tt:ue ·nature 'of- the de:populaU on of Ireland-, but as 'well-- to the· social for~ 
c.es ·unl.,a_shed :by tHat depopUlitiOn. · Far from Iielnnd's famiile _and _sriigr&­
tion ~beina 11natural'phenomena'•··(thc'deserlption theri popular with-many Eri- · 
gUsh·sod.el seien'tist.S), Nant 10o1<.ed to its relation: t_o l:\·ritish·capital-' 
ism. ::e castigated 'tlVeu tho.Se·Irish t7iiters -,roo "rejected "natural" explan­
ations for -Ireland''S·--plight',- ye't insis'ted that the trias's "evictions 'wei-e fO-r 
the purpose of futt.her eoloni:iin& li"elnnd with Englishmen. Instead r-!8rx 
viel<JCd 1946-·as ·an hf6'todc t•:nntn·s po-int·; even if the :-~·ritish themSelve-s 
did ·not understa-nd it ·as such: 

t.Jhat the r:nglish do not ).tet know is-thnt since 1846 
tho economic ·contCn~ and ther~fore also the political 
tlim of !1nsli:sh domination or ll'Cle.nd have entered into 
an entirely nev phase, nnd that, p.-ecis~ly bccaus~ of 
th!_o.- F'nnillni::r.n_''is chn-r~etc.dZed by ·n ---socialistic ten-­

:tem:y _(hill n\ogc..tivo 'scn::e, .di!:ectcri e~a!'nst the Brpro­
prilltion of the soil) and by the fact that lt is a lot.r .. 
er order:J movement. 1~hat cnn be more ridiculous than 
to confus~ th~ barbarities of Ellzobcth DT'_d' CLoinwell' 
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ui1o tvantl".d tO supplant the lrl.sh by ~nglish colonists 
(in--the7Roms_n~senS_e)_._ .... wi_th- th_e ·present system;<which 

·.·-~' Puan~S.- to supplant: theni· by··. sheep,- oxen;·:md pigs!··~ ··:'!'he" 
.- · ·elearlng of' the estate of !re:lang itJ now the one idea ...... 
~ : of Znglish rule.in Ireland.~.,.· '. <~ ·--·· • -~.-.·: · 

J .~-. {; • ., c . ..... •_,: . '. 
-~.-•. a 'l'be,depOpuh.titi'n._O£ Ireland had' inUeed, b~en ctioJ'l'!I_OUS· in: scale •. _P.rom. 

8.2 ffiillion iu 1841, the poi)ulation had fallen tc .S~5_mill_ion,in 1866 ~-:--. ·:. 
the'' same- number- that had lived in Ireland at the turn of thP century in 
the cie.;nsus of- ·1801~·-_: ,;!n_~207 yet.rs 1 -Ireland. had_ los_t. fuLly~ one ... thi ~d. of its 

_peoplee -_That-- 1--iarx- chose( to.- ,taloce- up~ this precise question at_·_ the c:onclusiori · 
of .his- chapter; in. Capital' on; r. '·'The GeneTal Law-· of Capitalist. ··~ecumulation" 
sheds light on ·not ::Only.: his. intense interest.: in -Ireiandt but· in .. the t-18Y 
Nari:: v:f.ewed all _tbe "latest data" _vi th an. eye .. to subjects of:, revolution • 

.. _ Thus Uarx·~follo~qs_ the Waves-_of emigration. to the USA, and the .. conse­
quences for ITish: laborers left behind·. · Far· 'from ·bCtng. freed by· emigration 
from the catesory of-- "re18tive surplus population,•• Narx'sbows, "~..tages are 
just as·loH; _the.onprcssion of· the l.o.borers has-:increased;-misery is·· forcing 
the couritry 'tot1ard· a. new: crisis.. The reasonS a't'e ·simple~ The revolution in 
aariclllture has l(ept pace with emigration. The production of a:·relative 3ur­
plus populo ti_on has more than kept pace with the absolute depopulation .. " 

•. . . ! 

being 
whole 

Hhat -is -crucial. to-._g:rasp·.!s :that_,Nnrx's v!ew.of Ire.iand is fer-from 
alone. a sto-ry of misery. :Consider ~01-1 h~- c.ho_oses ·to conclude the 
ehapte~ _on, 11The ·General· La-w of Capitalist ·Accumulation": 

';: 

"! c, '! 

·.-The aecumulatlon .of -the_. ir£sh ·=in· .Am~riea ,keeps' pace·· with­
the acc;.umulation of 1!entS in -Ireland •. __ .1'he Iri-shman, ban._: 
ishe-d bY. t;~e.:siu!ep ;and _,the o~, rt>-appe~r~ on thC ~ot!Jer side. 
of t~e ocean 8$ a Fenian. And there .n young but zf:gantic 
-republic arises, more ang mo-re threateningly, to face the 
old -q~cen;,of ,the'tJa':'es •. _- ... 

... ;, ~!::~en:~b~f~Te t~a1:~~~--: c~,n~f~s:f.ons -~n _ti-e land 'QpJ·cit'rCd-·· in, print, the -Jrft~ 
ish.&~vc~c.nt launc.hed .a_-- s~ries of m~Ss a'{rests ~calc_ulatcd to- destroy. ·the.·.· 
Feni~_n m~v_ement. Prime riniste-r Glads.tone -refused .. ~o -recogni :-.e poll tical : · 
status for any of those arrested. Marx -entered· the struggle for their re­
lea$_e,- Dnd 'c:a.a:t_igated _gov_e-mment spot(emen; ."-Those -rE>volting swine· boast of. 
their·.English.hunuini_.ty beCause tbey .:iO 1\0t---tt::e.u.t their poli't!eal. p-ri:arne:-s 
any "-"'_rs_e than nmrd~rcr·s·, footpads, forgers and: _s_odomists.",-; And _no sooner 
was Capital safely on:the Presses than the attnetlon of all nrttain and 
IrelKnd focused on four prisoners sentenced to death for an alle:!ed attack 
on a prison van. tiarx led the International liorldngmen 1

.'9: Association in an 
unsuccessful crunpnign _to.~freet'them. ;.t,fter they were- hung he,wrote, "The 
political executions at. ·Manchester Te:nind us of the fate of_ -.John :lrown nt 
Hal:-pers Ferry." · ' 

.\t the same tifno, f>Ianc denounCed 'the Fenian- bombing of ~ 1vall at"otond 
l,Qndon' s- ClArb:on_t.!'t>ll prhon~ an ,act tvhie~ !d ll_e_d ,12 .and wounded hundr~ds ·in 
________ _,., 

4. Hor.t to Ene,Cls,, :•ov. 30, 1867. 

s. caeltal, Vol. I, p. 862. Vlntt~r,;e/Pcnguin C'di tion. 

6. Capitol, Vol. J. P• 070. Vintngr./T'cnculn C'd1 tion. 7362 
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a \VOLtdngcl_ass neigbbo~hood 1 P9ihtr'n';i, ·OUt-):h(a_t· it _st>:rve:d -o~~Y. as a_n obstacle 
t_o flri tish _"!·rorke~s• Supp_o;~- foT'lrish· f~eedom_. --~~-J;.n~e-ed,"_.:._t.hro_uehout; ·_ th"e oer­
iod of the ·Fenfait 'movem·erit', !-!tii:.:.._:e:' s · :i'u·p?or_t "f_o_r.· Irl~h fr~t>dQTn wAs neveT ~qua ted 
to ~upport _for ,.mat he cS:ll.ed!the ·•'empty ·eOnsJ?!l·aC~eS a:nd smail CouP~u to 
which _ _-11:-ish ~-ti_oi)~lisi';t._,:ras pro_ne·. 

-··.· . ·: _ -Thu~ ;' t-~rx ;h;d_-_-tr._~ 'niilt_.bo~~'~thiti··~~th_e ~G·e~_~r~(couilci 1 ·~~'~he !Uter.­
nati_o:ti&f Uor1ti.1.18Ilteri~s ·ASSociatfort~~~ib:lt_';thoSe :tE>ndE>n~i~S whO_ O!?Pose·d. the · 
Irlsh:'·moV.eCtCnt' on'th~_-grouri.d_s of.' __ rttl abstract ~-forrriUlai.lon of· "wOi-kCis 

1 
·unity" 

or· as_:_outTi811L 1'1~-~isll :Ctl&uVinists~ ·:8:~.-:w(.lt· :aS· _&.&ainst_thcise --i~_ th'e It:iSh " · 
-··- . mov-~;;'!flt· ~:h_o ~:C.O~'St~D.tiy-_.lia_'tciu;d.pl().ts- 'wi tli_.OUt' ever. iriVOlvtng 'the ~.Irlsh nlasseS. 

Harx refused_ 'tO st?p8rate ''the s-~1.-ug·gle-· f~T7~~ish ._.fndep_enden~e .. -~r~ .the- need: 
for an 11ag-rarlan revolution" in Ireland.· ·: · ' ' ·---· 

._--,·::BY t86-9t Ha~:c'~--i~~oi"Vemerii:. in_'th~-.O~~~rig Iri'sh-~strugfit'e, ··oi.I the one 
hand,_' a'nu. ,his. co'ntiU.uitli . .resear~h :i.nt.O ··ev.?cything f1:o..-n·)~nd-hold!ro..g pnt;t'rn" 

•· · ",-- -onffi~·otn~r·· ·' -_-,, .-.- ..... ·· " to·-_ll:~ s_ll.;worl~c~3 ~a&t:?.- in ;:ng_-l~n"': •/'~ec ?l!m.:. ~o_ .. Hri t€' ,a:.· _coJ?-fi~e.~tia~ c;i ;~u~a r_ 
for .. the-. ·1:~}; •• -~ -S_o _fully_- did·_ l·fa-nc. consicier·_. thi's Sta tem~nt ·a _.re-~_rg~ni-za ti~~ of .: 
all past'· understandings ·of the r'rish stl:-uggle·, that fn· a.- Stre.am_-_of letters 
t'O"""frleuds ;in -,the socialist_.movcment; 1-~-rx:. pointed· out thtJ't- th"c-:cOnel'usion 
h'e had now ,rea.che.d ua:s_. 11unexpectcd 11 even· to~himsclf.- Her~;· is_.how _Narx· sum­
marize;d. the new pe;·.t-sPeCti v~:· in his .famous .. let'tcr_ to .11eyer' and V~gt; __ ' 

.!'-fter -~c.Cur)yi~ -my~~lf_ with the IriS-h. question "for-·manY 
.Years_ I have comco to the. conCluSion :that the decisive hlCm_ 
ar;oinst the Eitglisll ·-ruling ·cleSscs (and it 'tdll.bp·QeCi:Hv~ 
for .the o-roikers ~- movenletit _all-· Over·_ thE; .t.rOrld) ·cannot·_be' _dC• 

·\1-Vert!d ~.n .Eng~and;_ but ontj·in' Ir(~lsnd-, ... ; · · 

O't . .-i.~ to the conSt~ntiy -'inc~e~sed. concent~at!On of flirm­
lnz,_ ~reland St)pplie~_~ts-own surplus.to the Enzlish,labour 
~a-rket on~ thus .foTces dot-m wages· arid lo1,;e-rs the moral 3nd 
rriater_~al posi,tion.-_o.f .the. E-ogli:Sh l:O'Tking clasa.- · 'nd mOst 
i!T'portnnt o.f. all: . every_.1ndustti.~l and __ comme1~cial_center 
in England now. posse5;ses a ·working-class population 'divided 

. int_o t~ hostile camps, En;;lish prolet"a-r!ans and .lrlsh pro-
- leta-ris.ri.s. 'ib_e o-rdiru\r.t En.'1lish -l~oiker hates the ·'I-rish .WO't'":'. 
l~er as ll comp_etitor 1~ho lo_wers his s'tandard Of life. In· 
rCla.tion ·to the ·Irish trorl<er he feelS himself a membl!'!t" of 
the rulinl! nation and so turns hf.mse.lf into· a tool of· tlle 
.Br~s~s 8nd _capitalists agairist l't'e-lan-d, thus strength­
~ning thei_r dominati'on ove-r. himself._ ••• The Irishman payS· 
him ~ack td;.h inte1:e:it in his 01-m coin.~ t~e resa'rdS_ the Eng­
li_sh t~-rkers as both 'sharing iu the 'guilt. fOr· thr:> ll:nglish 
domination_ in ll"eland nnd at -the same tim'e Scn-ing as its 
_s tUptd tO~t .: • • .. . , 

To -~asten the socln't -re.votutien in r.ngland is tho fo'f:c·-· 
mos~ .. object of 

1
the 1ntcmational l!o-rld,t".,Cmencs As'sociBtiOil~ · 

The sol'e me:ms of haste-nit\3, t_ t is to mat(c Ireland ind~pehdent. 

Ht<.nce the t:~.sk of the- 11Internationcl 11 is .everyt-1he-re to 
put the confliCt ilct:wee-n England ~nd IrCland in the fOre­
B'X'Ound, and eve-ryw~_ero t.o side openly_ 1~ th I-reland. Th~ 

i; St>e the minutes of --th~ Gcn.eral Co-unct'l of. the IUA, Pov. 1867. .. ·.:. ~7363 
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special task of the Centr&l CoUnCil in London is to 
a,~ken :a consciousriess _in _til_C. .tmgli_sh'' lo~orkers thnt; --~-..,; 
for; -~tr_cm.:- th~ na.tJ.Onal e·malici.pnd.On,' of 'Ii-eland }s _itO; 
qu_e-s_;iO~_-o.f)lb,stra.ct:- :jus~~ce ~~~-~~-~a~ ,s~{)athy __ :gut . '.-,. --~:~ ~ · 
the:~l.rst~condit;.ion of_ their own emancipa·tion._ · · · l'c_., ·v· 

.-· -· ,, _- ' ' . ·-_. ' - -_- -- _; ..... _: / :.··· .::. - ·. - ·-.. _-, .'; 

So began a new type of_- ."cantp_ntgn"· by' the· InternatiOnS.l, both agita-· 
tion:in Dri_tain:_nnd._othe.r.count'I'!,_es::f_or-_the_ releas:e of Irlsh political prls- _ 
oncr:S·• and·--th,e POSing· ·ar.-·a: 'ctiB.ll£.risif'With.iil _the," r . .r1.,n ~naiiorlBl:~overo'ent . 
to;:_alf ~eleO:ent·s,--that_ het'd ·baet<:ttS _deyelopmcili•. · -Thi.i'S_ 't-rarx' s d.8ugllter~ ·.Je_n..: : 
ny, "wTote £01:- ~he>_Fr~tich neWs_pftpef'MtiiSeiltlils~_-(\md_eT. thC _pen name 0£'"tvit--­

_11ams) · iu.lch.: Stingi_tii;:.S:rtiCles oti ;_British: treatme-nt ·~f. "rrfsh _poli ti __ cal ·.P-ris~ ' 
o~e-I:s, .thSt · Gl.3ds.tone:WR.s _sOOn ·fOi-ced ·to free'_ mOst Of the. _imprisoned Feri-
iails, even iUciuditi& ·o•rioriov.S.n n.OSsa •. ·., __ ' ' . . .. . "' 

, .. , __ .. It is imPo-rtant to underline that 1-!arX's perspective was not limited 
to,th~ agftati~n.Hith_iri··ni!tain-_arid agai-D.st"the "3't'ltish-go_vernment.' _:v:o, . 

. the"-or,;D.:U.zatforial romificat!o.n5 _that floW~d-;f_rom·_~f.e:rX's nt>~Y.anelysis':in· •· 
the._ct'uCial _Ye£rS ·1869-71 rnCluded:-~hc eStabliShment _srid_ ·:gl:-owth ·of ·brariches· 
of ~he Il·~A in: ireland .:. -:i~ ·nUbU_ri~· _ iti ~d~k, ~ ~nd ~n ~.several ~~aller;_(!i ~i"es. _ · 

-FO_r· i1a~--~hftt"was c-rUciid- th-ere wn.S: '(1.) opP~siticiti to· ·the 'taW)'erS,' 
and. merChant- politic18ns, With:'th.:-ii ihE.>torlc;'-._.(2FoPposition tO th~ _ · 
priests, wlio had proven ·again aUd ·ngliin · the!. T- be traY.e 1 of the -I ri'sh fre·e- · ·,· · -. 
dom movement; _and (3) support for_ the. agricultural laboring class in their 
ferment' for ah',ngre.riSn··revo.lutfon; _lticluding -revolutfOn· agai_nSt "Irish na-

. tive ·tandlordisni. 'In 'tlle moti.thS' Sftfi-I- thi!' PRTls "commune; when a hy:~teri3 
!l&ainst "cornm~ni~i:su·\.:aS 'UrilCashed~ the·-~t\'A' h~anche_s 'itJ. -t-i-eland ·•e.affie undt>r · 
attaclr,·-.from~prlliSt...-led "'mobs;··urge_d ~on~_by-such as· r.ishop·l:Orlarl_ty wh~ had 
previously declared- of the-Fl"nian·.niOtherhood:. ''.'Hell 'tvaG riot hot ·etlOUgh 
nor eternity long.enough to punish -·stieh miscrCants.,

11 
• 

- •·. ''; . . , . ' . ~ .-... ' . ' . 

'111e r;£ish 1~~,.; _.-brO.uches 'vere no~-_-a~bie_ to_ ,n tbsta·nd the. pe-rsecution. 
Indeed, thE' -Whole of the- itidependCiilce m'oveffient wAs ~·e_ciips"ed __ fOr nearly l\ 

decade. But i_it- tbe. last :Ye.S.rs of· i-tCix• s _U_fe, ·a_ ·neu m0vl"ment sudde'riiy a­
rose in the;i-leSt··af Ireland_-'-:- the '-Irish Lend-League~ Heedless 0£'-the 
confines of.' the. -timid 11home~rtile" mOvement,· Snd attacking_ ptiestS- ·and na­
tive landlord.S'--as 1-:ell _as the Eriglisil:'.domirict:!.on, the Lan~- Leo_gu~ quickly 
spread--thrOughout Tural Ix-ellind.' hy 1882, a' ''L".id1es Land 'Leagueo" ·had or­
ganized itself_ to def-crid 'eviCted tenant farmers~. and to secure -right:s·for 
wcmcn to land .. and pi-ope:[ty. · · · ' .. ' ' -' 

Narx did ndt erite'-r orgoniZO:t!.omilly. into 1 this stTuggle. !1Ut as he 
studied the woTks of the --new·anthropOlogi!itS,.:l860 .. 82, inclUd.iru; Sir Henry 
Maine's worlc. '"on Ancient Lat.• (Roman, I-rish, Geimnn) i he poirited out that 
under ancient Irlsh·'t'UlC'., "romriri-h8d sOMe poWer ewer th~it' own property, 
whereas under En~lish iule the 11blockheade.d 'Judges" expr.:-s..sly deeln't'cd such 
powers illegal. At the end of Marx's life. whnt chltraetedzed ht's attitude 
toward the Irish. f::;ot'dom struggl(' wns whnt hnd driven him to study the ·'t\u_s .. 
si:m m.!.!_ and ·the 'ectiVity·~f lllac.lt runcrictln cx-sla'ves -- hiS ~t'Ver-deepcning. 
relationship "to-.'subjeets of -revolution, to bis philosophy of revolution. ' ·-· . ... . . . ' ' . 

8. Nan<. to Heye~ and Vog~~ :APTil 9,' 1870. 

9. S_eo P.o.ya Punnyt".vsltnya·'s' orticl-ri ,.The llelationship of Philosophy and Revo­
lution to Home-n's Liberation: NarJC's and ::nac!s' Stud!t's Contrnsted,

11 
Hews 

& Lettt't'S t Ja~.-~Fcb. 1979. nunnyevsltoyn' s s,tudy of ~fnrx' s Ethnologic-ollhl'e-, 
-~ nill be ·s(!t!n 'in full 'in her' fo'rthcciming bbok Rosn TuxembuT'!lJ 1-Jorr,("n

1
s ·, 

Liberation and Un·r~C 1 s Ph! losophy of Re.volution. 

Ill 

• 
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. ··.··r~: -~th~· :~3.~~-,:~1Vlij,. _th~_t.:the. _Gem~-~-- -~Oe~av -Q·em~Cra~~, .adopted~-~- -portio_n:·~-: 
oi -~~.r-..-c., --~~hiJ_C..1 _ignodri&' ·the· 'to tali\.:)'·- Of' his·-work,-·:sivthe--.!Jrl tish _.!~ocial"Dem­

. oc~atiC _-Fedeiat1o:i ·(sriF) cal lint- itself. "t-Iani_stt11 .-wastedJ no- _t-ime ·Clis_tap~i~g 
-i tSe_ff, fiOm i13_rX•_s- ;t_e~a;c:y·on.--i-r~18hii.- · -So_. coinph·_tely- Bnd: swiftly did .-i ts1-. ;'· 
1e:~¥e.~-, !{yn~~~,· :·c:aP~ tt~la·t·e __ to _:}ri_ti.Sh· im:pe-_dalism' s attitude., to_·_th'e -Irls~-: 
masses,_ that by- 1900' he··_ aCtu3llY ;trtt?d --to--co-nvince the ·Pari.s -.Con&res.s ·OL· 
the· SecOnd International ·that no Irish delegation to that:•Congress should. be 
s~ated,_ Since I:~ela_n~:!'!as_ pa,rt _of.3rltsin. 

. - ' -. - - ' - ' . ' ·'. . .. . - -'' 
.. --~-. :i:'t>WaS :.ia:I\~$ _·cc~~oii'y' s newty .. -_form~•d-·td·sn Republican .Sociali·,s't _Pai-.ty 

th~t -~-a'S .. the-· Obje"Ct of J-Jytldman '_s·: atte-mpt-ed- exclusion. ·~nd it --was ·eonnq.lly, 
w~O, ~ri. b~_Eit(~ing ._Yi.th_-_ ~he ·:t)~liciCs · Cif the- '_'SDF, rec~~le_d. th': ·b~ttle.d. Marx_. 
had _.to .wa2,c ui thf.n' the· General 'Council ·of the_:·I!-lr~ ag;:dnst sucli blin_d_ing pat ... 

. rlotisln. tiyild·man._ ~et~ of~ those bSttles 'nS l~cll; 'but to>hinl '"z.rant•~:,v:i.eWS~ Oil 
Ireland and ·the -relntion:of 'the 'Irish ·StrUggle· to lJdtisb revolution,--were 

'considered "not''es~entt'al".by·a_ 'nrtti.Sh socialist organization only 17. years 
~ft~r t-lnrx'a dea~h • 

. ··. , - ,,,, it .. ";~aS agiainst this perv«?:rSion- of HaOcism· t~~~J~;es·:-~on~~lly directed 
.much of- his .wri til1gs on the' subji!c't' of social! sm and: Irish 'independence.·. 
)~ot thS.t.Coil.D.OllY Was ever" ~"Q.y' sOrt ·of'- narrow nationalist; ·Iildeed, his 1897 
.l,">Ork,· 1;1S~C.i'81ism- and ·Nationtili'Sffi11

. Still haunts the Charlie Haugheys ·and~_Gar­
r"ett Fitzgeralds:l..>llo--gOVei:n the:26.'·cOunties today~. so:prophetic·ts·it of __ : 
th-e f~tc_ o_:J:._','it:-ut-Pe?-de,n~'r:re~~n~:' ~ ; :: · ·; -· 

-·If yOU,l:ernov~·thc·EngHSh __ ~ll:my tomOrrolv and'~oist the.-· 
green fl'ag o,: .. er nubliri Castle,' unl~sS ·-yoU· S(>t. aboUt· the· 
org~<:J,iza tion of th,e- Soe;alist Republi'.:: Yc"Ur' effOrts. WOt:'d 
be_._:i.t:l, vain.. England tvould s_till 't'Ule YO-.(_ through her· cap­
italiStS, th-rOugh_·h~r la_ndl01:ds, th'rough hE't- firianci(.rs, · 
thro_~gh, the WhOle'·ar~ay· 0£ comme'rci81. a __ ild ·_ iOdi Vi.dualist. iO-·-·­
s~ ~~tion~- ~he. has planted'- in- this··co.unt?:Y· and; Wat~red with10·~ 
the _tears: of cur mothers 'and. th"c blOod -or OUr martyrs • •.• • -· 

. . - - •. . . .. '-. . . . ; . ·-- - . i . . . ;·. . . :- • -- ' 

Every o-rga~i zatiOnal-''e££ol:-t 'tn which ·c~nn:olly join.ed ·from 1898··through 
the 191.6. Uprising Ya.s one which refused to separate nation-'ll liberation; from 
the perspec_uve of. full soci.alist_revolution • .That·was _t~Ue whtother it was 
the foundillg Of .. the IdS~ Republican· So~i'alist 'Piarty· o"r.' the establishment 
of the Irish_ Ci tiz'en -\rmy from _wi thhi the rnnk.;..and-fi le of_ the_ 'Idsh Trans­
port and Gcn~'ral. Ho.rke'rs· UniOn. nut·_ what is sO"cruCiat· to -see· today is 
tJ:lat Connolly's _O_~gan.izQtiotlal _effortS' W"l"re tightly tied to· his_ theoratie 
ones. especially as hi- Carved "out, from 1910 to '1916, a theoreUc path to 
revolutio~~- . .a ~ath to. th-e -bal:-ricades ·o,~ 'Easter tle"ek~' 1916.; :· 

. ·,~.That _p~th extended from h'iS 1910 lvort~, Labor in ·Irish !-fistory, 
through the pQl~mic Lnborp l'1otionali t>r;and EeHs;ion to his 1915 essay, .!!!! 
Rr.eongu~s t- of Ire lnnd. _, Throughout.- th't :~_ parioc! ,- Conl!-ollY: 1 s w-ritings _spring 

·at once from his rrlationship to the Irish liberation rnovem.ent ..... its hi:tt.ory 
and its present_ ... .and from his relationship to the work of Harx .. In a per .. 
_iod _when Irish nati'Oiinlist organizations were 'again growing, and se.ntiment 
ristrili for ftctfon ·8g'a1nst tngUsh !'ute,- Connolly's Labot- in Irish Hil'tory 
views ~~'-' long t'f'~k of_ !r_oelan_~·.~- strugcl_c and ~evt>als the "-"Ot'king c::lass a:; 

10. Jumes Connolly, 11SociaU.sm attd llotiono.Usm,". !n .')han Van Vocht, 'Jan,; 1897, 
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the bearer of. Irish fi:-Cid6m,·.; ...:.ThUS-~o-ri.e·-·sees~·egain···~nd ·again-the~ b~t-rynl of.': 
the· li bera ti'on· .strug&le· by· the_ na-tive-: landlo_ids., ___ by. -tbe.:mc1:.ehaittS , __ by _J:.he 

·"an"tt·:._~O_efaast.' lri~ellCctuals, by. the _cleTgy_~ _ )-.t _th-e Same .. ti~e, this.: _t-reci_ng· 
-·:or ·hi"_striry;:illuminates the_· c't'eativi ty. of_. _th_C: IriSh __ wOTkin~· cla'ss and the ' .. 

pea'_santrY_:_ .~;-_HP.re it. is· ConnollY, nho·,· -fo-r: the .fi 't's't timE-_ ~in.c'e' Mar.;t..'S: d:eath,. 
gr8sps ·.the ·:rerationship: in cani tal _bei;.Ween _'th'e. ·strUCgle's: Of 'th(~ ·IriSh; w-rk'­
ing 'Cl_a!l5 a&S.inst the :ever .. W"O_rsening ;cpndition's O'f_ 'labo~,' and. thE-_ :rfse·· of 
th~ t-:~~an·movement.·· · · ; _ ~ · .· ·:-! · '<';_ .... : · 

. 1: 

,., .. · Atl ·iri'tegra1 prlr.t o(· C6nnoi1y' 5 :~~k tri. th-is. PPi'ibd 'WciS -hi·s·:-pofeffiic< 
:agS.i ris t_.. tl_le ·anti-_socfali st. clc:-rgy •. , ,_Ind~ed_ ,_ it ~as_ ·_thr_bugh his response to 
,the·:slanderous -~ttaeks, on._soc:iali_St;~. ... by.. Fat"l:l_er -~ne _in. l?l.<:l_ f ~~at. Cot:nol~y . ; _ 
deepened his.·study of ,the· history of th"eids_h_:trorking cla~~-· Labort ~'!ation-

--~ali._ty -'and "Religion eY.po_se3: sq. totally .t~e hi's_tori~ _c:avi tu~a:~io_n ~_f_ _the Irl:sh 
Church-. t_o llri~ish_ domination· that to .. , this day_·! ts. prfo·sencP. o~. lfterature 
tal?.le;S ·.in ·I.rish poll tical &atherlngs i_s a. source, .. of conti"oversy, wi t;h s~e 

·_saying t~p.t. _i,t•is "divisive,·~ 3.nd should.thel:-efOre'be'iutcluded. · · . ' . ' ' - ' 

On th'E' eve of th~- 19.16 uprising, and ti-r"tf.r thP :ruiss- strlite of Dublin 
.-wo·rkers of 1913, came:Connolly!s 1915 _essay, The Reconqutist of Ireland .. 
Those amoilg the soCialist movement in r!:-e1811d_an~ in .. Brl ~a~n --~ho were sho(!l<ed 

,·to s~e Connolly in the .leade.rship of-: th.e, 1916. trtlrislng m·ust;!l~~er"J:I~Vf;! ~tud­
.icd-_this wqr!t·. For-it.is here that·ConnollY:·ts __ moS:t deeply'cOnunitted ;o_ e­
lici ting: __ .all :.the_ social .fOrceS to.- c:reatc·. a' n_eW Irel8nd .;.:. and' tc;· eltci ting 

. th_c.m t.hio~ugh· the_ pTOC(>SS. of i(.volutio08ry action._,. !ler_t is:_ the.-'tot.il·oJ,pos-
1 tio~ to any scheme for the part'! tion of irelan-d·~ Or. fo:C. a Com:.ept 'Of ·-~'home­
rule" by the nntive·bourgeoiS!e.. r:ere· iS thedul1 _ex'pre"sSioO _that only in 
a workers• republic,- as- part of a. -\rorld.movemeoi: foi 'revolution, would true 
Irish independence be pos::.ible .. ; ~, · , .. , · ·-. · 

r'..nd. h"ere, precisely __ here, is c.O-nn~l_iy• s rU'sis~ence o_n wofnaf.!-. .as ~ cen­
tral I-rish: revo.lutionary-.subject. _ -It .. is not"·atone.-his_ assertion _t~at 'the 
uorker __ is, !:h,e_-slaye.o£ caP.t'tal(st_ ~oCi'e.ty;- the, _femate·,.rorker. iS the. slave 
of that ':sl~tv'~ 11 that._ iS cerltrnl h_et'e:',. R&th~P:r~ it _is_- tha_t i'tl eXperl._Emcing the 
militant role of uomen. work~rs in the' l9i3 stiikcs, Conriolly· ·suddenly is :.led 
to. see· the ,.:-om.£m 1 s. struggle in ·8.. verr rliffe_rent lV8Y th.in his .socialist co-
~rlters:. - · · ' ." , · 

.. ·i~?nc. ~-o fitted tO break. the chains ·as 'they: lvh~ Wea'r'_them,;: 
ncinEo· so:tvell equipped to -d'eCide Hhat is a 'fetter~·. Iri its. . 

·march :tomird$ frCedom,_ :the. woiking class Of·~I~ela'nd ,must· 
cheer_ on, the· e-fforts· :Of ·thOsP. Homen -~ .. ho, fe~lin& on thei 7: 

soul;.nnd :bodi.es 'thco fetters' of 'th.e ug.es, ... hav·e-_adsf.n to · 
Str!lte them o_ff,"·.and cheer 8.!1 tlie _loude-r: 'if in its hatrCd 
of -t'.ualdom and passion for fretO>drim .thco wom.tQ•S a'nny ·tor:. 

· ~e!l ahend.of themilita.'nt army Of'Lnbour .. " .a. , 

Less than on~.ye8r l_ater, _C0nnolly_Has.:to·lend the Enstrir Rtsing of 
1916 f~cm .the Dublin Genera~ Pos~ office, Qnd bt;o .:xecutc"d · b:;·,· thC B't'i tish in 

the ~a-rd .of !Ulmainham .Jn~-~· 

: , Seven weeks befor<.' th(' Ri;si~a: Lenin .wt~:s. comPle~ing, from Swi'ss. l':X:-_ 

ilct and in the mid"S'"t"''fthc slttughter of l,'orld '.Jar I, his Theses· on the 
"~oc!::li~t P.e\•olut_~cn -nnd th~ Rfght u£ 1-latlons to Sclf.-1Jetermlnation." !te 

. •'. 

11. See -Ch!tpter VI of Th(' Rl!'t;onQtu~st of 1-rt>lnnd, cutitl('d simply, 
11
\Joman." 
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could ·not have -knCnvn that ·.the 1 rtsh · _u_b.e:rati_~n: organizations· ,.were: .. p~~parl,ng, 
!!l- rseciet7.- for _:· .. the ·'risinu. ~,_._Aut- Jn ... shA.fP.: conti-a.s t-: to._l:lis ---~l?·peag~es in ~~e 
sOeial.ist ro.ol..'"etaeut _·\mo- did- oppose Horld.:~·?ar -l, ._but who, nevertheless- ~tt~c:~ed 
to that oppost tion an··a'bstracta, cOndemnation· of-;all_ '!n8tionali~, ·~ ~~nin, __ r · 
felt _that that sort .. of .unity ·- ... iuni ty_ based_,on :co~:::lusions:_alone•:·a~d- .. ~~~h 
m~s'ked the- wide differences in the process of coming to those conclusions 

· .. _ .. ;was_. ~he '.~greatest dang~r"- to- the-_ moVem.:!nt. · .. ,. 
,·; ... _:·:._.-< '_·,· .. ___ -.· ..- ~-- '· __ :·~l .. ·--,: .. ··,· 

·. --~ -;··"..·- ~~ .. 'hdt· may -h8.ve seemid .'like an~ribStra.Ct, discuss!,on ~_eeame·_: a·; ~ife:-:and~ 
death-concrete one as~ soon as the t~ish R~bellion of 1916 took to the 
streets .. in Dublin.~-- The, tr~th. is that,. w1 thin the soCialist .mo:ve:p-~p.t, __ t_J:e 
ne.De1lion -came_:under: greatest .attack--from ld thin• ,the Left,. from, anti-war ~­
socialists. like.~Y~rl P.adek; -who ·dared· to .title; hiS article- on the Rf.belUon 
':'.1.: '?laye:d70ut ·Song,~! and · arialyzed -1 t, as., nothi~. mOre . or' ,:.less. tllari.; a, '.'pu·~-~_ch • 

11 

For~c?;sting_ the "end-.of .. Idsh._ na~ional!sm, ~· Ra~eK, descr! bed the __ Rfi!bell~on 
as a purely urban petty ... bourg_eois movement_ uhic~ 1 not1-.i. th~tanding th_t" sen ... 
sati~,n it caused, had not much social bacldng." · · · 

·. . It ·i·s precisely. in· ~ns~~r t~: :tadek and· oth.er ·anti-war soc~-alists that 
Lenin' s _ _.greatest; fonnulati.ons- :on the national qu~~tion eme~ge_.as .he to_lj)k,-, 
the debate up again in: July 1916 •. i'!ot that -Lenin had ipusions. a.bout_.th.e, 
breadth of the I-rish move..'llent in 1916, or about its,-cl8s-s characte~ _"':'- bf:!_~ 

.in ans'?'ering~Radek wbat,leaps cut.is the c.oncr~teness of_ Lenin's re~atio~ ... 
ship: to revolution: 

: ]f~~~.i~c ·~bat: ~~cial ~revolution- is -~oO.~~iv~bl;e. Without< re':" ;,. 
voits:by.Smatl.nations iri the colonies and_in-Europe, with7 
out th~. revolutionary outbursts of a section_ of the petty 
bourgeoi.si'e ,nth· all its preludices, without,_·a mo.vement of· 

. politically, non-conscious _p'I'olet-arian·and semi-proleta-rian. 
·.masses against:· oppression~-by: the· lilndlords, .the church',- the 

monarchy, azainst .naticmal oppression, .etc. ':""" .. to;imagine 
that means repudiating social revolution· •• , •.. · .· •: ·· · 

:.Tl'!e_ dinle-c,t.~~~ of·hi~tor~ J.._s ·suCh. th~t.scall nat~ons, ·_. 
pol-tCTless as an~ independent faCtol:--in the: struegle against, 
imperialism, play.e part as one·of, the. ferments, one of . 
~he. baci~li,_ l.zhiel~-·help the -!!!!~~'?wer ag.o.inst.imPerialistp3 
to_ come .on tl_~e-_sc.ene.,- namely, the -soc~aU~t --~rolet~riat. " . .-~ 

. tVe nll know hot.: the -Il:-ish Revolution,' fnr f-:oin being a 
11
played .. out~·-

scng, 'i dl:! use the involvement of !ldtninin !/orld l..'ar 1 ns ! ts, opportuntty 
to.fight for freedom, in lts,war of independencl",._lql6 ... 21. ·The tragedy,. 
however, of. that .. struggle __ is. that it l.zas'-- fought· ui thout·:a Jam"'s ConnOlly, 
wi tbout either· the ~o.adershlp :o! e worl<eTs ~ -moveinerit for socialist. revolu• 
tlon in, practiee, or_ the ·-rcconilccthm lrl th Marx's philosophy of _.revqlution 
in theory. Thus, the 26 .. c.ounty state that became the Irish -Rep-..bll.c was 
the product of ,-tho most unfinished of bourgeois national revolutions. So. 

12. ·-Ka-rl l{adelc.1 "~ l?lnyC'd-Out Song, u HllS -printed. in· the Dl"iner TaawaCht, 
~:ay. 9, 1916;. 

13. V.!. L<:!onin, "The Discussion of S_olf .. D..,tettnin,ntion Summiod tJp~" 
For _mo-re ott ·_th-e:_-relationBhtp of, lenin to the lrislh Rising. of 1916: 
Dunayevsl~Ay.a t 3 i:·:nrxf.sm nnd Frt\C~dom. '"Chap'ter'-.10. 

July 1916. 
sC'e.Rnytt 

7367 



-12-
·' 

·:·l!rilited 1vas 'everi thc-break't-dth England· that ft:,.Jas not'uiltil-·after·iio:rtd­
.- _!-!aT II .thrit;·nri ti-sh: co~porations :ceased to be tht>· oVe:n.-ht>l"min~lY domiit_~~t · 
· 'fa".ci:Or -in'" the.· t;conoroy of the·R(';publi_C. ..;; .. a:nd then~:the dif~CrenCe was ·_Oit~y:. 

tl1at ~the eeon_Omy: wSs- conti-olled·;mpic<'1plur9.lly,". by~ th_e US\, Gt.>1:manyt ·an?: 
O~~er, ~ntc:rPrlsi~g-forc!ign:·tnvestorS. seekio;i low·_wages." -: -~/ ~ · : _·, 

And f-or th·e I!V .. , 1-:h~ did not-·acC.ePt the Tr~~t:Y of-·1921, and continued 
at:med st-ru;lgle against it,_ ·atl -b~came reduced to'- t~e "queS-tion' _of the border, 
thf/'pattit~ori·i_"ri.pos'ed 'by 3r{tain~_:, Questions of- full' socia.l-:revolution, -·~f 
the_ wo-rkerS'· "st1:-uggle, of-"tbe-;.fanrier.S' ·moveme.nt_,··or·of. the 1..romen's -rlghtsr __ _ 

-:cainpai"€;ils~·\.,~ere·- exClUdE-d f-roffi · thie · "agieri"da," :or releiated to: the pertod··af .. _ 
te;:- ·the· pa-rt! tion·_··wa:s aboliShed. -TodaY·- we· have .to· ask whethe-r the IRo\,in 

·~a_cc_eptit,.g·_-the~_-&rOund- 6£- :Jri tish: imperialism,-.-' in· .narrOwi:ng ·the- is~ue' to the_ 
' b_Orde~'- dOeS no_t .. brell.k ·ur,( the utli tY :of- philosophy and_ revotutio~, and thus· 

po-SC. a ge?u! ne. obst"a.cre. 'tO··-rcvolutiOD. in 8.11 of. Ireland•. . ' 

IV.- TODl .. Y'S In.ISI-i Fn!!:El)ON ST!lUGGV~: 1968-72; 1972-Bi . 

. _ . tn o·u1:' Oliri' age,' 3nd: irl .. thln .. our o"""ll Harxist~Humar~.ist' history, the; ", 
subjeCt of 11lrelarid: revolution and theory" has inCltided a study of Marx'.S 
Wdtings-·and work·on Ireland ·at several points iri the ped_od Since tVorld 
t?aT'Il: •. Bven ·a bTie£ loOk through· the·Narx!st..o£icri1nnisL Aichives- reveals 
that ;taya D~nayevskay~ has ag:0:in .and .again __ ret;.urned to Marx oil ~reland. It 
is true 'that. that return has tlOt so much been to qffer.a perspect.ive on th~ 
Irish freed(;ml St::ugg!e- __ tOdO.y·,: ··as; tc{ help -i ll_unir..ate ·.£1'- subject·. ~bat might 
seem very far distant from-"Ir~limd. the Dle.ck Dimtindon in the U~/\. and in 
Dri tain. 

One er.n trace' thiS StUdy·- from D~~y~~~kaYa-' s- --~Yii~les on "Harxism 
and_ the }leg,ro Problem11 ~ wri tteit _in· 1944 and- l91t6, in the wake of the Harlem 
and Detroi t··rebe.llions; ·to_- hei- '1966 letter··to ·the Scotitsh M8rxist:Humanist 
Group on: '"::rl tish racism1 • Pow.i:llism and _the _workerS_.,'~-' . The impact of 
that letter on today'S: ~le~!t ,rpbelllon in Jd ta~n ca~_ be- seen i~ the time­
lin_ess wi~h·wbich· it 1mS .. rep~inted by the.:Crttlsh ~fSXfst-l!umai).!.~ts in· theiT 
newspaper'dudng _the Brh::ton R~bellion:tl?ls April. _ 

Th:tt i96D letter elso cO!nddc.~d _,.n, th. th~ date- o£--" turoine- point for 
Ireland --.the 'X'eb!Tth of· a roass Id.Sh rr~edcm·movernrnt demanding 11ciVi 1 
dghts.u _That movement arose, "not from the South,.thc Ttepublic, but f-rom 
t·rl..thitl·--v:oTthet.-n Ireland'S pOUee state itself. In-1960 nnd 1969 civil 
rights ci-rg~nizations S!>T~ng ,up ·cveryc.'he-re across '~ho North, in 3elfaAt lind 
Oer't'y,· in Arma6h !l:ld l·!ewty~ The speed 1-~ith which they grf'tl 8.nd the spirit 
~f "iffipude~t ~onf:-ontntiCn" they.-dCVC!loped· stun~ed everyone, fTom the Un~ 
ioni'St 'sovcrnment of t!q~thcrn· Irelc.nd tll't'f)US~ thco,:,poliee and th~ judges· to 
the: politicOs of the ~~~esponslblt'iu Catholic.'cppo.sition.· tven tiu,-·organ\%t>rs 

14. 
1941 
Hews 

See the Guida to the r.:wn ~unnyevs!cn n COllection: Harx:tst-litlmnnt~m 
to-Today-~ its Origins _:md Do.velop!!!ent int c U.S. t.vailn le_ from 
and-Letters tor $1. 0) 

15. Mo.rxist-Humnnie~, 't-lo.f/Jur,e 1981, is availnblC ,fliom thco ~ri tish MorXlst­
!!uman!:!t:!!• .llox NL:- HLs:tna. Free~~ _132 · Uppsr Str(!e'tt LonJon ;.:i ~ ·r.:nglonn; _ The 
sa:nc issue ·:fnclur\os -n discUssion l!t't!ele '\1n-the: 20th l)nn!vC"rs.ary of Frantz 
Fnnon'a Oeathn by· \'ligcl Cibson 1 which relates -the-' thought- r .• f l"nnon, r.farx 
~~d tenln t_o th~ or~.-:rini)-litl"UB&lc for Irish irt'('dcin~ 

..,•.H0::R '" -
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ue-re Coils.tantlY~··i"ep'Orting ·that ·(wi:!'i:.Ythf\tg £1:-00 hoUsinS: ,actions' to ·disCussiOn 
&Toups on· Socialist· ideas "Or&anized·themselvC:S~n . . v'; 
, .... " , ) ,. -- -·-·. . ,_ , . . . '·. "- _, .. r•: .: ·. 

Tl:i~-:-SPi_rit.O£ iltdependeric~_, the' frCSh air of new idea.!}, that·~_sw_ept- a­
c'i-oss l!orthe:rn Ireland :led· .the· nev ciVi 1· :rlghtsl'activists_ to' chilllen._<:;e·- all:' 
the·-·co_nventiohal ·e_oit_cePts_·_· Of what :1uti~_F Of Po_ii_~cs··i..""n_S· Possible. in t~os·e·· · ·_· 
s:ix- C_oUiltieS ~ · · Ttiey demand-ed aboli 'tton·· of --tht\ pei-VaStve_ religiO_us ·di~crlt?in­
a_tiOn · and~·:segrecatiori · fn:·hOusil-lg,-'hf_·jObs, :_and in:~-treotment; by· state. ag_~n­
eies~ l•'!'he.y: deVise:d"ntaH· ~-:-ayS-. to ·bring together Protestant: and-· Catholic wor.;. . 
kers in -opposition -to -the- entrenched Unionist politica.l·inachine.· .'In .protests 
againSt .. ·sltim hoUsing quite a_.few Protestant families .were willi118 ·to· "join·· 
deffion·sti-atiOns SPOnsor.-::'! .by' o-rgani·zatioUs .widelY· regarded as· "Catholic, 

11 
like 

the· De~~~ Housing·.- A.ctiO~- Commi tt."'e~ · ·· · · 
· NeW''poii tical :g~oups enl'el:ged amonS" th~. y~-uth= 0£_ ~!orthf:.rn Ireland,·.· 

gr-;:mps- Which· ·toOk·an interest in atl: independent UnderstandiO& of pol! t~cs, 
arid bee an to debate· "t-Jhat· thos~ concE-Pts: meant cciricretely iil the_ sltitn.s· 'of · 
Hest ·:'1elf8.st ·or-~ thi- 'noe·sidC~' At' the· same' time, both· tv!. thin 'l!ort:hern Ireland 
af..d- fi-Om the·:nepublic came· thi! fOrmation :of IriSh l?omen•s· LiberatiOn' groUps. 
So --Ub-i_ qUi tOu.s. uas'· the '·SexiSm they ··organized :a:Jairist that· they. refus_ed- to .. 
'recognize ~the· bo·rder·, :md ma.intllined links for acticiD. _between DUblin and· 
·BelfBSt~ · They· Con;ronted ·not' only_ the go_v~rr.me-nt~~- -~ut._the _Lef_t· ~nd-·nat·.: 
ionali~-t movenci!ri~s ~ · exposi_ng thi- chauviriiSin ·in thei r·orgnnizatioOs. J1ley· 
decltn:-i!d that- the reality of_ th·e.- si tuat.:ion :was .... "IrishwOme_n: ch8.ins ·or· 
change~." - ~ ' , -~ · 

'·- •' 

·Hn:.h ·the emergence oi'the mass civil rizhts movement came alSo'~the 
pTomincnee of One ~,..Oman aa its greatest activist and leader -- nernSdctte. 
De:vlin. ·.It ,,..as she_:"t-iho not only Sto_od up to '_tlie StoTmo~t-·eS.tab:lis~'er;·t; · 

. but sharply 'differentiated· the!. r movemt>nt f-rom.' any "Green Toryism" "(cultur-: 
nl n.:1ticmsli:-;m). It.-wns she ·Hho.1i1si.sted on linkini ·Ireland's. freE-dOm ·strug-
gle to the :llacl~ movement in the.US-\ and in--Africa. Yet ·oevlin came" 
to·sun up·· her.-e~Pcrit"nce in h'er 19_69 b'OoJ;, she _s.tead-
fastly rP.fused to draw· anY theoretie:al . In-
d~ed, she do~.inpli!.y!>d · th-:Ory, inclUding'- Hnr.d.st as "ifn .. 
practi'cnl'.' or·''~secttn:ian," a~f· though-.-'~land.sm" HllB- .:ontainlid in the-_pOsitions 
of the various Trotskyiat·or_ Maorst·fl,roup.S-, r8ther-:than in the geiluine_ phil_­
osO~hy· of"reyo~u'tion 'r~t:eate'd_ bY·l<arl 'M<irx;· 
· .. ~ ; 

.L"rom 1968-71 1-.flat chllrnCteri:zed th~ ·civil ri~hts m~veine~t in Ho.~thern 
Ireland was_ .acti\·ity, and m~re.activity. lt t:~as_of.ten v~ry creative.-activ­
i ty. __ nut no\merc l-tas the upsUrge- in the movement occ.ompanlcd by a serious 
attefnpt to' tr_•ms·ccnd_':!.n· theo_ry .all th'e 'old, f81le:i· !"d'e.O.s of the Irish Left· 
and tho Irish.natlonalist o-rri;a.f..izations that._thC ilew''generation of activists 
had rcj~ctC'd 'in p_rllctf.ce. · · · ' · · ' . -

lncluded among those Old, ~rgailizatlons which the civil rights move­
mcnt·acttvlsts erltieized"t.-n::~ theIR: .• The rnct is that at th-G s'turt.o£'th~ 
net-.7 aetivity'in t~orthern Ireland in 196!3 arid 1969, the InA was not involved .. 
Nany IRA leaders ·even scorned the ne'1 mnrche:: and demonstrations as attempts 
to 11 refonn" l!orthcrn Irelnnd, insisting thot only the abolition of the .bor­
der be tho focal point of the: sl.ruaglc. t!~i thar the Stalinist nor the nnr­
rm~:_n~tion6l!st !':lemcnts (lnte_r t_o split -into tt~o orglini:z'D.tions) __in_ the-lc~d-­
ersltip of theIR/. vielcome.d the- ope.ning~ tha::.-tilster 1 s "youth had, cre-ated. 
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t·!hat testc:d all the organizaticnfl !n the Idsh mov'->ment, t~he.ther old 
or netv,- t;as the' introduction of -the ·bated policy of internment t..rithou.t trial 
by. the ~ritisbr_on August 9,-~971_. I.r.'rlediately;~Po.rthem.Ireland eruptt>d.-_in 
Oe~T.:.civfl' t7al:J hlocki:idi.ngi.()ff. w-hole.-sections of~;the __ <;(tie!L0f. Belfast _and 

• -•_ • , ' - - ., •· . . . • -. • II 

. Derry, under _the slogan: 11Nan· your· barricade; don't let .thc.-u take any more • 
. Mass _ot:gani:::atiOns:,vere c-reated literalllr- overnight _in -tile. baT~·caded areas • 
. cq:iz'ens-' ccmmittees_.8.ssumed _all __ the needE-d funCtions ._o(<!'g~v.e~e?_t.-:" .. . _I?: 
. De:rry, ·--wher'e. the ~str-Uggfe-;.·rea.ched i ts ... highest: point., .. fully half t_he. P?I>Ul:a­
.,tion .lived in·--an. area._. th-ey· proudly .. c.alied ,-~'Free:Derry,." ·off-·limi.ts to_. tHe_ - -
Br_i tis'f:l a_~y. ·.:·- no_t ev_en. ·_the/'3rl ti~h :anni',s-~ Slaughte~ -o-f.' 13' marChers. in·,~e'Try_ 

". -o~ "BloodY--sutiday, ~·.- J.~m •. 3!), 19.72~ coUld. 's_top--·the mass .. re.sistance,and self~ 
organiza~ion.- _·,.: j ~: , • 1;; ',.· 

--:• _ The'.grOu-nd for-_.th·e·ultiffiate.d"es~rilc.tion of Free Derry and ~th~r ."n~ 
go" areas, however, l-las laid by the policies. of the IRf. provisionals, who' 
followed D~oody Sunday ~th a campaign of random anti-o~ople bomb 8ttackS 
in the. dot·:ntowns ,and ·the'.rProtes.tB.nt.. areas of. Hor.theT'll Ireland 1 s ·cities.· 
ni12·:·· reSul tin8; mood.: o£-~ di~&uSt_ and revulsi_~n. no-t alone· amon8. ~he .~ri tish _ 
pOpulation, l?ut· aS 'WE-ll.~ amOng· the. Republi,can ·masSes ·in_ the. t-:orth, create::f 

- tQe, ~limate that.:_all.oWed ~the ~ri tish- anny·_ tO bulldoze .. the .barricades of. 
-Fi_-ee _Deiry. and. -_-re-assert_ the~i:- ,cOritrol. In·: the· procC:ss·, the lR~'. bomb~ng __ , 
'canipliign _Crl.d€d, __ at ~e8st, tempoi-arily, all_ pl;oSpects.,foi-. Pro~es~~l_'lt/Catholic 
t~orking <;lass oTganization,_all-prospects·_,fOr.a movement for .. a sociS.list·. 
Ir~l~ild ·_a8,ains_'7 ·reli~i,OU~- s'~ctaiianisni •. In~ ~hort, nianY Of thc._new iC~mings 
cr~~~_ec;l by th~_c_I,vil righ~s.:noYement-1968-72,were-sudden~}~-closed ... ,,.,., ·_ 

. ·. ·' 
The nel-! ·genC-r~tf.o~ 0{ ~cti~-ists ~~-s not able' to seriously opr)os~ _the 

usurpation by_ the IRA of the movement's. new direction. The failure to 
grOund,_i:hC cre8.tivi.ty_ in practice t~th a new. relationship to revolutionary 
theoi-Y !',~ ·c:riPp,lC~ maliy_-. of the ~est- or8,nni_;e"t"s that 1-1hat. I-esul ted under- the 
impaCt,.c?f, the Provos• bOmbirig -C~pai&n was·;; .splintering of tlie movement·iit­
to -~ do?=:eri di_ffeiel_lt' ~eft.group~, t-a~h.wi,th ·a _competing "prograni.'' for Irish 
libe~ation 'Hhethe-r bascd_.on .Tr_otsky- or_ Hoo • .. , 

Hhat ·then bc&an ua'S. a. pe't'i_od _of. nine long :Years, ·197_2-81-,:·in which 
the whcile ,of .the""lrish' .. frciedo.."ll.Gtiuggl·e. became -subsumed .under··the guerilla 
campaign. not .o_nly we_re· -joint Catholic/Protestan_t- hoUsing- ac.tions ended·, 
.~mt' ·:there so"on were fie~ ther ,neigh_borhoods .where_ ·rrotes:t.ents end· Catholics-. -
~.eti __ nor jobs··_on -_which they. wo_rked __ together. __ A$ for women's liberation, 
under th~- Itt~:, it became reduced from women as _independent_ thinkers question­
ing the dh:-ection of the move."!!ent and pointing the w8y. to a fuller uproot­
ing,,_.·to t.:C~?en as "nf\t!.~nal heroines,~' -~s prisonelis ·at fl.nnagh· • 

. Today's &elle·ratto~ of.· youth act~vi.~~S hav~~:-.i~1 

the:, last ·.six m~nth~~~ 
developed a_ ncl-t ma_ss movem,ent in !:-eland, not· through th·e continuing milit­
ary engagements with the !3ritish ?nny, but_· th_rou"gh the campaign· to_ gai~ pol .. 
itical status for Republican prisoners in Long J{e".:Jh's "1-I-Blocks" and in .\r- · 
magh. The hunuer. stl.;it,es on th~ one h~nd, and tl1e .-vicious anti-hUman pol_ .. 
ici c.s ·of' Hargarct. Thatcher _ot?- the .other-, have mobi Uzed hundreds oL thou­
sands in'·It-cltmd- t-!orth · o,nd So~~h. ·The.:{ :in',tt:rn _have posed far det"per ·ques­
ti·oris for the'freE:dom·m~vemen:t_thnn political stai:us for the-priSoners ::~:lone., 
questions ·that dO not _!!top' ei t.~~r a~ a. re~usal to acCe-pt th'e border nri tish 
__ .. _., ____ _ 

·1_6. For more on the e.Vcrits of 1971-72 in Ireland_; .·fro.m .int;·;nffi~~t- t-hrouch ,·: 
:Bloody Sunday to the flill of F-rc~ Derr~t,_ see HeN'S & Letters, tlov. -1971, 
1-iarch 1972. and --\ug.-Sept.' 1972. (Subscriptions to ~ arc available for 
$2.50 p~~ yenr.) 
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imperialism _c.X.t>ated. _ Inst"ead·, "rl. thiri- the ·massive crowds t_hat have been seen 
at _.the _fut:J:erals· o_f each- Of the hunger stri!<e"rs, ·-·~i.-thin the yout'l:l fighting 
Dri tisl!_~.tr~ops-_in ·the slumS,· \..'i thin-._ the ran~:s ___ of the unemployed o_r underpaid 

·worJtars i'n the !tepubli_c, voices are being_:raised: for a _total _change in soe­
i:.~~;::r~r a: "t:evolutioUa_ry-·trh:.lsfo'rtnatiOn ~m both sides of the~ border. 

;-To.meet tl1e chS..llenie ·arlsing from this ri.et-7 movement 'Wh~t is needed., 
is·· a far fullei' working out_ of theory fo't' the-Irlsh'~ revolUtion thari 'tba't · 

·-land has knoWn since ~taix's death. 'Ibere iS· indeed no way forward fo_r Irish 
freedom under the 11prese~_tly dominant i'de'Ological and organizational fonns" 
in ~<1hich the liberotiOn st-ruggle is imprisoned, no matter how intensive the 
'act_ivi ty i.n ti:;(> 'peri~d clhead.. . '- · -

~·71th _this discussion' bulletin, and ,;rlth the ongoing ,;rork of·the-Drit­
:!.sh Naridnt-!Ium.anists for revolution on both sides of the I-rish Sea, an at­
tempt to-meet the Challenge of the mOvement has begun. All -reade-rs are in­

'vited to join in the discussions and help 1-:or!-t out perspectives for "Ireland: 
re'll'ol~tlon <l:nd· theory." 

Nay 23, 1981 
D_etroi t, Jld.chigan 


