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•···Middle. East women: . liberation· .and soda~.· revOlution'· · 
. ..,;>_- . :~- .. _:·b;:-Neh--Anu~~~:;-- -.- .. ag.Unst·re~::~on: I·-"{am}-~.f~h~ng. ~or the ~m-
-, '·Much ha.S been '_said about the. nume;rous obstAcles . of my people and simultan~usly fnr my enumciPa,tion 
. Middle. -Eastern women face. iD thc.fr journeY lbrou.g..':t as ·a womnn." _. . . . .. .. . . 

three. prisons:, the_f.'l1.11Us hoWIC, UJc scgreg&ted school._ . Tawil has no illusions about th-e aUeged equ&J.itir 
.:and t,OO:.buslw!d's conrme: But ~-are.times-revo--..,' o! men ll.rtd.women m· LV"aeli society and points to"' the; 

· lutionary-: times-:--ben Middle _ EasberD . women crac~o;"~' se~a1 division· of labOr_ in thJ.t ·co_untry, asking whY-the : 
. ·these threelol_d prisons.'·_Tbey_ begin __ .t;Q brea!: .the woills Israeli woman soldier,_thls sYmbol_ Of equality, is the' one 

of· illiteracy,-- total~ eeonGmle-·depcm.dencc.,. h•.tnger and sweeping the offiCes!' UnfortiuJately," however she·~ 
mUltiPle rellidous- aiid se:ist· !l!ws _su~ u · -'-:bon!J'r"' Jdll-: not _also. ·question·. the· cbl.si -eoclndlctiorut, . ..dtbin · tbe ': 
Jngs as _well &S physical.ud_,menW abuses._towuds Palestinian_ society.-><. ~' · __ -.. , - _-_ '_;· .· _· ~ 
."daughter-producing';_-=~: ->.:-. ·" ._· ' ' -_- 7·We'eattnot here'· follow the 'dee!ldt-.s-Iong;eonftktS~. 
-.>···n iS'tbese-.bistorle_per»ds-wben in tha stroggle: and similarities between J"ewbb-ari-:1 PalestJnim,-ua!lon-·: 

·' ·fOi- nHional liberation the_ 'llrCP.Illla- also nLses th!! hann.o!r _ alisms in th:t ·post wwn wol'ld,-' including Cira"el's · role ' 
'of ber'liberatia~t-we wu.t to dis.;uss. Ulking up at· .~as.an-~cupier nation·Eb:J.ce the 1Gm'_"_war.3 Instead we· 
o~·and the samectime ~movements as npresent- want to: eoncentr~ote on. hles~:.women·:wbo:not 
ll.tive_: Palestinl:&n. Inlntu.;· and Alg~an women_·. We ~ only suffer from a·natlucal disr.riininat:on between J'ews 

; weU want._to ~ bow the ~cgles cf·th~·women re- :and Arabs. but. also r~ an in!erior'~nd underprlrileged ~ 
- :•.late to· the Women•s Libention Movement "ir..t~l'catiozs.. -~J.p.;;:_withln .lbeir-Own.;:eople. · -. -. __ .. : _. _< .-

ally •. This h poirticularly- pi"'otal beca~ we an! wJthin · .'tOdaY Pa~ :wo.!Den Lave_ &eeome iA 'a- Rr..e 
''hat enn the Unlted<tlmons has·bt:en.!orccd to des. ~prole(~'* thnnlgh thc_oecu:p_2.~-~~-
.ign'ate ___ ~~Ure- ~~temr.tiOnal · Wo~~:s n:eca.de;.- · • · ·~~~- ~ ~;_ :,;~--~--~~tlte ~d -fr.od pra •· i' ~-~ ': 
~?~:.·aDd -~-"! \P~~.~~nu~~.-; ~0~11~ant: trl~ :~r:.c! ·m Z#ieultul-e; _necomht(_z'wag.!·la~_ baS:~~: 

·frVUlg contfOdid'ion? ' ... , .. ,;_. _· . meant a ~rtaln.~m~e indept:DdeJUe-.-:md_ &&e_JJe.:_,-
. Perhaps _nowbe11e mo_re sharply than with the Pales~ ginnblz ot Ute bral.down or the_ llanu!oi:J~e ~~ 

.tinian questiou,.~do.we fiiui the ~ty:of penetrating tHuiecl'hsJ!y.~~.o: bm:_also .. nm::lld_-_UW:-Uae. ~ •t:'~ 
tbe coaQlding currents and -nec6S&ry lbta."Tel2Uonsbips the Wnt !Lank and . _Gun· have~ boUt· : ~ • 
of competing nationalisms,. o!_ class,. and o! · womau a.s ap!mt tLe «n~pdhsn,. aJid hav.2! begmllo spuk _of lbr: 
revulutionaryforce._·- -_-.· ,:_:- ~ .. - ,,- .. · ~Jnt!He!"=J'esflnlanMovemed.: __ -·· __ ·,-. __ ,·· 

.. Lzs_t Jul_y's Gopehhaglln t:anferen~he U.N. mid- The high birth ro~te: is cansldered ·to t.e-·& Weapoa··~ 
decade conferen~ on w~men ~ w!ll Olrow. some illumi- -_, against -zionl:un."- -and :while Pal•£tinian women !uive'_; 
!!.~HI)!!. nn t..~ ~!tfEct~._-Thoe~. t~ oidoe!:'!'ho.:>t:!,~~r_ ~~m,.n -: b.<:--~·•• .:o.l!.w...-~ t:.:;, .:::!::::: t.l:.:::_:!:-.:::;;!::!'=:. ~~!!~~-- ~ 

'sent: by tht: _Pzles~~a·Libectlou.~l'1£3;niz3ti.on _(PW), tion. !bclr-sp.c::~kfng·.vUt for new num/W'6JUD nlaUons: . 
far !rom _raising !SSUCS ·.of women _J.n :tbe Mu!dll!: .£21.~-t.. and · ~ainst . the lr.r.ciition~o~.l- roles_ of wotllen is -often 
especl~Jly within the: liberation _struowle !or .. .:& , P:a!esti- atbc:ked as •<misguid!tlg tbe lnuvement from -the -~--'--
nian nation. cocfined_'itself_;to presentlu.g _that cld res· glcs qaim;t "Zio:nimJ~ ... or even itseU labelled _ .. Zionist."" 

'oluti;m on ':'Zionism bn.ci:~na"'' ~hi~ w:.s_t1~,en_ra_tified __ A!: ~nt!: Ali:eri•n"wOinan acth-e: ·in_--the ~~ 
by _the.conferen~ .. -':. -:·.· · -· ---- · --. -- .· ·· !-edst.ance rnov~ment wrltes,:"For them (the-men) tbe 

-Tbey_ allow~'~ems;t~ t_.a..~-eud that _msle-dic- on.ly worthwhile b.sui! !s tlie-PalestL,fan':;troggle aeainst 
b.ted resolui.!Dn which_ ;n no wa.r J60lvetO JUlY of the Israel and they'ue unwiliiug.to put. aany_ertC'rt_into the 
laues_ fadD« iad&Ts Women's · Llbentli_'Oll MIJ~nt. liberation _ ol' .. P.alestirl~;,a womeli. 'Wby1 -·. , '. Without 
inAtead uf aUowfns, the univenal t1emuds of Cha .. Move- this struggle Pal~· women. could ertd up ·iu_the 
a;a~e:~~t to help po5e a· w"! out of t!lc If' ad~ East mllZe F.anic rondltion as Alcerbn wome1.1. ~ '!"oday ~erian 
tiy uklu .theJMelves: WAere c:la we_ be~ naw .. that women are still tn th~lr homes. just like m..., moUJer. · 
every one of us ls oppnecaed_ u ~~"'man.- wb.dher.we like my grandmother."S.Tbis is really-the cruz ol the 
are· in .• llbc:n~on mo'\'emeilt- "~ _ny~, &n a "liberated_ 1nztter, not only Cot' the Palestinian ~met; but.· as;we 
countryr" .. How_ d_o we._., Ce_a-.lr~ pose a new au::r- ~baH see- in Inn·as Well. -· :.~ · ·· ,:~ ~ · --__:-·.-
nath-e .which wlU ~ncotnrw;s the. li~nUon. of all. m· ·----···· ~ ---'- ---- ... _ ·-----' :..---....;.-... __;~-'--
dudin,;: the Pa~ei;Unlan womenr• ·.. :. · .. h·on: Women in the CrUcible of "R.~volu-

lndced thl:s bee:lme cleu when the same --deleg•- t" d u d h Wh" · f .;. · t 
tioh or women vehemently denied !hnt the right oi lhe !Dn an . n er t e tp fl -' ~un er-

. Palestinian woman-- to control :her own boc':y was' even Revolution- -. _ .. , _ 
an issue. Leila Khalld, a member·- of_1he PLO de1ega· No11e can·- doubt the g~:at- 'revolu!.ionary 2cltlevc--
tion, spoke as follow:s: .. It is· not_ a . priority to spenk mcnts of the Iranilm women, whether we Ioo!E at the 
about abortion ..• ever.{ society h:J.S its own priorities. 1906-11 revolution wil~te the women ronned th•lr cnwn 
We don't think it matters tt• thlnk·about rcmhdst prob- secnt Anjumans (t('IVicts), 11nd flluntl~d fl weekly news. 
Jems."' paper for ~umcn called D:anesh (knowledg..,), or whether 

But th~rc are Palestinian -.,.llmen whJJ arc ~Ising we look _ ;ot the 1379 revolution nnd the oY«!rthrow of 
questions other than "anll-lsrael .... IU!ynmnda .TawH, ;a - the Shah, where numerous ~Nomen's (-amrnlttecs ·and 
Pales-tini.:m Jpurn:alist, part.lc.ipa.nt a~d organ!:er o! nu- publications !or women sprang out In evposition to t1Y.!. 
merous strUCes and sU-ins against the lsr.aeli _ OCf'Utm.· :mlfoeaUon _impost.-d during U1c Shith':s time. 
tic;;. .. r tho: VlE:ot-ll;..ok. Wii.i •un-· hitter ,;,::O.:.u.t !..';;;. C..r.;:oo-
hagen~ conference;- wt-Jeh she sald bact nothing to.~ 
<'m-.H~e- opp~!!l?n.'> .-.r wnrr.l'On, In ·her boG.Ic;· Mv. Jl:nuf' 

'My Prl&oa,:Z artet- SPi!&king or ·lhe- optote!WOtu of Ara..b 
women, Ghc questions whether· there will be tlm IIbera. 
Uon of Pale:~Unlao womt-n after the indepcndcmn: or 
Pttlestinlans. $1iiylng, .. What (is) the point of fl.hivlng 
for freedom for my people if our strogsle dld not 
bring freedom to women. indeed to evNY lndividu:r.t:• 
She neYer tor!lcts that, "'I .c.m fighting a. dcuble h!r.tUc 
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·_,_.·,-_:;,·~~de{~~.:'~~~~~ -~~ ·Alg-irb~~fc~inis~~:~~~~-:mes 
· •·.-'frOni :a-"faM.Ily;·Of. Ublma-· (eldPt-Jif_ot:.hWiJ.V-and.: fs· a'· 
~_{:~r_wbo"had.ii..PI-OP.ani_ On'ibdlo,',Aigi_i!ns·r"r~~iriea,'?-'·· 
· r·_ts:atD.amt:.1he ::ritan:f· wOmen_;who'·bltterty:auadt' _tho ·nar •. ; 
: riw'reUgfuus '_cin:!cept-of wotil~t::D•$·'tteYetOitliicn' i:Pd -drive-." 
.;-_ to'-.: eshilld-:th_e ~unnrilshe\1 .:nv<.Iutlon·'_of'-'-IUgerla'- bY 'Em·'~' 
· i :."1'haSWilg.;~_t·. just :·as.· Algiirt.-~as · Dilce: a'!"Colf!ny ~ fa:f. the:~' 
'•Fret.clii . &o twomen'; reinnln:·B ·: iolOnj·.~whftb~-'ixfN;~for: 

~--~,~~;-:Lo;:~~~;:e~~;~~(:t~-~i;~K~1~~t~~~~ZJ::·~--:ifk~:-
_::-. tCridlng;,~_.,n;nJ.nt.ain';_the, itppiessiC?_:(;ci!(wci:ien: ::e"ek: !n·~, 
. ;~ reil~_tY·:~o·r~_~etijaJEf>~~ ,_, opp~ssiOh-;.Qr~ Othir-.;'._tne.-i'.'!, ~·~ 
~-_All) 6f ;:whlchf::she_' adds; -!~takes~ plaee;,under~· .the:, cloak·-: 
._;/Of :-:Islam 'j or -·IllS .:'Vririanii, ---~·S:ic.r_ed ~ hidlti:Ori ,'-':'· ~giOriotis ·-· 
'/j;Jitst':.!i:·~:;:-.:.:/~~~· '_'.("~;:if·_: :)';-t:.~---~~-';;_,;-:;-~,·t;·; :.~·t;~~-::. ·::;:.~_~·-~ ~~ ~~: .:-~~~":·v.: ~-­
: _- :;.;,'fln!h_er ~quest .for, a, tbec:y·_of reYoluUon;:sne·--teJects·· __ _. 
, ' __ th~~:~ortcep~ :Of "_ey~luUOn:~_-;:o{)vczi}~n·_s:·r?le ~i;l~. Qle .C<!_n'-__ ~: 
:.text -:or_ -1he· Islamic-soclet~~ -!'which- on¢~lias ncvet:1 tak_en -

<:J-the.'~uble\19- define/, bu_t·:h.U',o!l';thC · Ccii1tiary_;tiied~.to , 
.~. ~ o .. ~uie ~->.r:X ·'.~·_-:,::,.·-~;;.:~·+.•-~ "~-- ·,~:=;:_;-;-. ;·:{"'::_':,:-;:;_::.;:~;.:;:. \ ~,;:-:~ · ~.'-?.'.:~- ' 
, ;. .. -:·-; Jbther.· .. tbcn :"relcgattng .' thi", strugglt~\,:!or _worrian's 
. ·-- Ube_iatlon·---:to•_·thC ~:dai ·arter~-the:-_s,oCiillst' ,i·e"VOhition, -:_or 
'-'~~sp_e&IWJg'-:Of<' a .. _nmow: feminl:iin ':Within_~- tbe-:[.oU.-geOiS 
:-:.-·:contut~Wilich ·;·striv_ts':for~. tlie~ 2dVanee :_O!l Women ·with~ 
'.\out .l&t>"tbe"same~ tinl(!o-inlshlii&-~ to ~-cbaDge:· riecii!tY .. i:P' a 

':~', _WhO_le.~-:-she_~:speakS ·_or :a' !eyplutJon"ary ~- feminilli1; -· :!iyit\g, 
f,;: "WotpeD•s_:llbeTaUOn~Js:·.not-'a ,probteln:"Wli\eh ~.~c!ln·.be. 
;~~c'_vlew_ed ::tn'is0Iation>It~is'<r:i8rt;of .ttie ;whOle:J_n·. which·_. 
'!;•_n~~.isi.lmplicated-'·'and·.which :~ ln~Jtiin·--::·~-oaditiCris.~ tbllt · 

:J~hf}!!iJ~t~~{i~~~;~~~:~~~;U~:t~:~~~:~· 
.· r a~wes-ror .llbera\l.,.,.<ln.,-nss: m·ore. :!MD. 15,ta~ :.WDmerv 

--de-m.cDstia&ed c. ti,Pirist;-. th~-; inr~iUt · ·4r.::auL · Veit;' ~-A-.~· 
~ ~ spJrit ~ Wwi~ tfpt r•~!_e;-~-~beth't;r:_:_~~~::.lMk:':?&_\LtiU:- .. J.Iargt! .: 
~: '· mobDhaUen:; o_t Y_women-_ :l''h9 •·-orguf~ "' N.t-lns ·.• tn _- -unl~_. 

' ven.Iti~ ~-- t.ofprotdt~ tne:_.:uloPtioa: ur __ ~ tii~:- Tl'tM~vl!-" 
. ,ramUy'-rodeS:IIl··t!'!,;'"~---'~~;_:_:a.: ,~.u~e~~~~?n~~Ue~to :;, 

1!1 !Ill 

IZ1 Ill! ~ 
iilll! Ill • Ill 

'-~---- -c;·· . ····-~----·-·-·-·- ,.,. 

- · · · -.-:.:-·;~ ;_- .. ~·-. ·,:,:._,_;,:_>:.-~'Jh..;--~,::-';:'.~-·-:~::r .· 
participate ·ln _,pnblie-;.demonstratlons:.--and<sttJkes;-"to ;' __ 

· .:-;-ytot~ ·.t-ot It- dru;s. explolt:,t!oi( a.nd);~i~~~~~~{;ir~~r.f,~:,~ >/-~·;_ : 
·· '. ,-.-·., 1n· a '_lea~et~ wl_l!c~ -~~ ;dis!:t'!!lutc~-~<l~.:.t.~&!.:.l!~~ve."'Sity{.:;: 
.~J of·Aigi~rs; an:l wlueh-was addressed,to-tb.etiririlau·_wi)in~'·: ' 

'Cn: who :wei-e chal·e·ri.rdnJC ·tbe" <niforCemciit·OCthil'tVeJI.'_iin -<_-; 
._ · ·l'rlai-ch' s,'- 1979,--uie- Alt;erfan ·women;.:wrotc~':'\Vit';'li:~~~-dls-.c::_-• 
·:/. t_ur~~d· bY, ~!Ja.t.i~- ¥ng·{d~D9c~9-;J.ra·~~~i(~i4~~T~·~.:~<~; 
:.-,•,wome~·.ralse'~.-:~be!r.::..!o}c(':;:_ .. it?-£;~~-c:»jt.;.~u.p_O:W.::~e;,_~\11?:·--~ 
•· · go~eruf!tent ;_,s.~ tcy~~g.;tQ:~;il~nc:e:.~b'!'~~"St!~geriar;~w~men:o ;:~ 
• also·_ rought:,;as:_gucnilla_s)rq the_:-~et~--~the .. fl~/of:-_;·,_ 
._;- the __ Colonial' amlY~·:Aner: iil.de~nllCn'c-t-~ i~d ~ _tii't: tlitf~past, ~ .'~ 
· -"~_17: y·ears :Jhtf"-';patriar~hat :- POwe~~ t.its~ ~it~-'..,;Ork1h8: :lo :-;:-~· 
;; :sllei!l_cC, th~.J:n·:\Thls_::,~:.:~i-~if<t~()!le~-~0.th'~~~~¥ti~Q-;·i(·L~ 
\-. tho~.sa!l_d.year·ol~, ,_ !'<:l)_~?us.:-. pnn~~ples:_:;~;_c-th~L ll.'!I_Ped:oC~., 
·, thc;so·called · pr1onbes- oO~t-;,J.lcvelotllng:..ua~n-':.---;~'j~Jr!(~; 

the~· name-· of·. revolutioD!I!;-.Atg~i:Jall:~vtO:in'ell ~,jQlri_.i tbt-lr~~~ 
; -~--v~lee_s. ~tO': Uie:. cri?'-~ ~Or.' lninliirifwcintl!.<Wh~;;. refr.uH:';:Ute-;~1· 
; fa~~lst_utlliutl~fl -oi,-. ~.rl? J.sl&in~;.;_tli:i.t {!S i.ttYti!l'• ,tO:t;Uf-~_:...,t 

. -_~j~~J-·~~,e~ .\~::~~{~~!~J:~_-:i/~-~1:';;':~;~!{~~~~'i£\(f~~~~;~~i{_,~·-·:;f:.' 
· _. _·,~~ _., 'l'he :_ women~s-/Libei-iltlOa: MOVemenFiiUt:lilJMiddle',: · 
,_' EaSt h~s: reached. n:-·m:~!.-_.ciitie31:1)0hit;~Wbetber~~e:iire·:-: 

_deial!ric~·~ith' thei~ome~;·~tir;ul ;_~r;rAtg~ii~:w~O;. h~vl!-:(: 
experienced_:. a. :;t·c,toluUon:a..,d,-have, _a.Jand:ot:tbeir;ovm -:--. 
or ~hCther-wi!- IOok'<it.:the.Palest.Uriliii:Y~ilf~t~Wh"ei'e~-1- 1 ' 

_-aS;;. we} Witne~d ., so~; -t~it,'-' OJPenb'a&C:ii':':C(Iri_ferCriCei '?;'tbe:: ·: 
whole '--,~orne!)·&) liblin~o·n ·~ qUestlort,::~was ;::-eompi{tely'· 
evaded:-:~<(·::.:. ~f '~-:·:'· .. ~;- ·;-:_ :: :;,~-;t$-o...::;;:;:3"·*iL1;;f:':.\/"''}:::_:;-

. __ · , .. -,It_ .if> prer.~elsj_ be~_~u.se ,'!evulu!!o?_:Pfoj;;~~ln~ni.)s ' __ .. 
, :-.__ ~ot CooJe:l_by:·a:_t;hange· m _lEade_rshfp,~ or"forms'.ol'. prop:.::;-:·; 

_. erty : owne_rshl!>-whetlter·. ·private . or-~,nationslhed-but :-·, 
.·-: ralhl!t:.'_:seCkS: neWo.lt"un1rln_: r:=iatio:lshilifi'-' th!S•estence --of:_:-:-. 
: ;_· .Mnn::'s)•_f~crxlit:t"·:- wJi~ru ~ tbC · d.iVelDjlmeJi(of.~~::ich' ts-·tbe > ·' 
·, , neC~SfY. 'Jlf(li:OnrfJlill'D 0 forJb~':Cfe\-~lOJl1l1eCt:,:ol,-: au;;__~ Uiat' ·-:-. 
· _ ,w~,must:·(ts:ht_Jn.:~he ~b;.ttte:-for:::Jur. oWnifreedoru.-:?the' '·; 
- day·berore,-~~t!ey·O'-•·'"'d:the-:day.aftei- tbe:revolution .·:! ·z· · ·_ :,: Irldeed;Vre" ~oUi'dfriOt:: OntY; Det~:chteo,.-_e~J~!.ir.·imMira:·.;; 
' Ho~.\·but ~woul~~in_~J~et· lt.aVe-,~C\~·-h'ole il'e!n~uHot:-..?run~t;~ 

"- fimshed. · were, ""e; not\·ta~.In~t'i-:!tnAhe:i hberaHon:o·or r·. ~ 

:~~i~~-: .. ~~~~t7,~r:i;~;~~;.:~r~~!~:}~~~~J~~(~1~j~f~~l~~:;:· ~~ 
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