hu.been smd about thie_ numerois ohsut..lcs ’

M
Middle ‘Eastern women face. in’ their. journey through .
" three, piisons:. the fathers housxe, the scgregated school,
. and the ‘husband’s confine. Bul thare’ are umes—-revov\

-lutionsry - times—when  Middle’ Eastern . women | eracy -

these threefold prisons.:They begin.to' bresk the waills

“of - illiteracy, - total* econcmic: dcptmdencn, “hunger -and -

- multiple religious and sexist” laws soch’ zs “honor” kill--
Cings:as well =s plvsu:ll :nd mr,ntal abum tmnrds

-.lhve' Palestinian, Iranizn, and Algerian women.. We as

. well want to see how the struggles of those women re..

: b. wlate to- the Women's Liberation Movement intermation. -

" ally,. This is particularly pivotal because we are within -
‘what even the United Hations has been. forced to das-
.- ignate dg the Intemtio_nll Women's Decode. . .

I Waoneen gnd th \Pa!ashman' Moveﬂant'
hvmg contradiction?

- Perhaps ngwhere more sha.rply than with the Pn.lu
timm question, - do.we find the necessity’ of pcnel.raung

. ihe conflicting currests and necassary intemelauonxhlps g

-of competing natlonlll.sm... n[ chs, and of. wnmln as
revolunonxry force. -

Least. July's (.npenhzgen mnferenee«-lhe ‘UN m:d-
decade conferznce On women — will throw some iliumi-.

- natinn on thecs canflicte” 'I“hnm tha delacation of women :,.

sent’ by the leeslmian lemtinu Organ.'ln..tou {PLD),
far. from raising issues - of women' in.ibe Kiddle. East.
apechlly within “the liberation struggle for ‘a-Palesti-
nizn - nation, conﬁncd itszif . to presenting’ that old res.
‘olution on “Zionism 13 ragism’ .l' hmh was, tl‘en mhhed
.. by the. confersnce. ~':% :

o They. lllowed. therm;e!v:x t.n anmd thal. msle-dn:—
tated resolution which *n: no way solves soy of -the
- jasues faeing tedry’s Women's: Liberztion Mavement,
- instead of allqwlng the . ‘aniversal gemuands of that Move-

" ment to help pose 2. way out of ihe Middle Basi more:

by asking themselves:: “Wherz do we. bl:ﬁ-n aow thal

-- every one of ns is opprecacd, £5 A oman — whether we
are” in ‘2 liberaiion  movemcat “or Hve Ina ‘liberated

country'?”. “How do. we ‘ay feminisis posc_a new alier- -

native ;which will encomnacs’ the lj!x-cnuon of al.!, in-
. cluding the Palesiinian women?” ;- -
Indced this: became :ciepr when the same - deleg--

" tlon of women vehemently denied that the right of the
Palestinian. woman™ to coatrol :her own- body was’ even :

-an’ lssue. Leila. Khalid, a member: of the PLO delega- .
tion, spoke as _!‘nllov.‘s:' *It is not a- priority. to - speok”
“about abortion , . . every sociely has its own priorities,
We don't lhlnk i malters to ﬁhnk about fcmmlst prob-
lems.™

But thﬂre are Pal&mu:n women wlm are raising
questions other than “anti-lsrasl.” Raymaonda Tawi, 3
Palestinian’ jpumnlist participant and organizer of nu- .
merous strikes and sit-dns againsi’the Israsli otrupa- .

3 mf Pl  RIF—md’ EI. S lfllam wBesnei dine S Teemmen
dicn of ihe Wesl Bank, was vary ditler about the Topan-

" “ hagen_ conference,” which she sald hsd nothing to]say .
< on-the copressions of women, In her: hook,” My . Hoame
- My Prlr.ou.l after spesking of the oppressions of Arab
women; she questions whether there will ‘ba the libera.
tion  of Palestinian women gfter the independence of
Palestinians, saying, “Whal (is) the point. of striving
. for. freedom for my " people if our strwggle did not
- bring frecdom ta women, indeed to every individual,”
She never forgets thai, I am fighting a deuble hatile

against - mp.essmn. I (am)- f@htmg for the Ir\eedom

.af my ‘people. and . sunu!taneﬁusly far my emanmpllmu E

as ‘'a woman.” .

;. Tawil has no illusmns about lh:- alieaed equal:ty
of men and women in Israeli sociely and points to,
sexual division ‘of Iahor, in. that country, ashng why' the
Israeli woman soldier, this syurkol ‘of equality, is the oneg ™

" sweeping the offices?’ ‘Unforr.umt.cly hnwever she " does -

: Palestmfan _society. 7 :

LT We” cannot. here follnw the mdes—]ong coufhc i
and similarities betwecn Jewish: snd Palestinian” m'.lnn- :
alisms in the post. WWII warld, including I=rael's role '’

:as, 2R cccupier nation since thc AT war3- Instead we .

want 0. ¢oncentrste: on  Palestiniax (women ;who > not -
only suffer from x pations! discrimination between Jews
and Acabs, but also face an inferinr ard underpﬂv:leged
mms within thair own pecple 7 - .

- Poday Palestinien women have, betmne in.2 wes

i‘br:n a Rnbor fom in &extile and. fnod mg fnndns-
tries, aed in’ szricnliurd: Becoming : wage Iabover bas
oreznt a - ceriain. ie  ind ‘and’ the Bel
gioning of the bresidown of t.he Hmouh.h—the &X-
tended family, ?zhu:alsomntﬂutthzmn!
the tWest Bask and’ Gaza' have- both | descensiinied

. ag:inst the cccupation, and hava begua to mn: o( iht:
sexicn jn the DTalestinlan Movemsent: . :

B The X'ugh birth' rate Is considered to l'.e : wexpon
agmns! “Zionism,” -and .while Palestinian women have

N "‘:u “{v"uﬁ 15 golaw $k "v-- -#—;m_fn- matimmat: lihere
tion,” thelr spasking-out for new man/woman relaticas
and -"against . the’ irzditionul- roles of women. is - oftan
attucked az “roigguiding the muvement. from - ihe strog.-

) g!cs :gamst “Zionism®,” or even' itself Jabelled “Zionist.”

. ‘A one Algerisn ‘women _active in “the Pa.zstin.ian E
"csistance movement writes,'“For tham (the men) the

© ovly worthwhile fssuo is the Palestinian struggle against
-Istael and they &re unwilling 1o pul. any effnrt Joto the
" likeration .of “Palestird»l womeni, Why? ...:, Withoat .
:'this- struggle Palestinian women. mld end up Inthe
same condition as: Algsrizn - women; ! Today Algeiian -

| women are still in:their homes,” just like my mother,

like my grandmother.”5_This is realiy the crux of the. -
mnztier, not only. for. the P:.Iesﬂn:hn wemen, Bat, as we
_ shal? s,ce in Iran ‘s well, :

ircm- Women in the Cruc:hlc of : Revo!--—.-

" tion gnd Under the Wlup ) By e
Revolution~ .

None can’ doubt 1he gr-nt revolu'innzry a-:hlcve-
ments of the Iraninn women, whether we Iook at the
1806-11 revolution wiere the women formed Ikeir own -
secTet Anjumans (soviets), and founded a weekly news. :
paper for women called Dranesh (knowledge), or whether
we logk . &t the 1979 yevolution. and the nvcrthmw of -
the  $heh, where numersus women's (ominitiecs ‘and -
publications for women sprang out in cpposition to lh“-
‘suffocation imposed during the Sh.a!:s time. &

unter-




Bni. aga.n-—t !his we must face’ mbex]y the inlth ﬂ:at:

second . anniversary; of thls fnost recent revaln.

symbolic’ sabjugation of the  chaidor (Forezd vell), bt

llteh' actual snbjugaunn 5 wen. !.owszlng o&

s 'eo.xéatgtiuﬁb . whic]

.women : rafsing -of chndm-s." ‘includes 2 set: of - laws

. whid:.w;mtexten&denyawummthe

and’ literally ::z;::ﬂs

lenmn!nﬁnnary muns of the gavemmcnt, but a!sn r-mi
" aven :above’ all; theaﬁlluduo!mostu!them whit:"l
hzsinaemdmdmf rom the ‘women's, movement

- EOVETHIeT
a{ the Loft-incloding the Feéaycen organization

sumh!.t sapported the - March - 8, 1970 ‘demoustiation

-f when, 1:5' five dzys the wumen eame to the streets, and
chanted " “We &dn't;

. r women, . wha have formed : lbel. owE
g omninhm (The - mgue ot Bcvol:rtf.omry ‘Wenien -of .

. _Kwdishn) :bave not only beex in the orefront of the "
fight agaigst” the "Iran and Irag sggressons,” hut have -

also continued to challenge the sexism of the. Kurdish -

L mmemcnt which triez to llm:t me:r p:m.icspation inthe
-strugg.e g
S That ihe Left, slmuld have such. a sexist’ atutude
tells ‘much of the. bankruptey, of Lhnnghi which passes’

" for Marxism in’ thﬁe orsamnuons :.ncmnl.ing l.helr "rc- B

!nt!on to women's liberation.”

In & serites of articles. rennuy publisllcd by mm
Left Iranian. group,- Peykar, 'the leadership “advises
“readers ot 1o crganize women ‘either ag an :ul.onomou:.
women's group of around . concepts - such a8 women's’
oppreisions and other. feminist Issues, Dbut rather: o

concentrate only on the ismuex of fighting imperianlism °

™ and - mbolition of class seciely.-Indced, -the parly. paper
discourages jts membeyzhip from ‘sgiteting around - Hlit
- erate mothers’ (bwsetives) as it- argues that they are
most concerned with their opposasions #5. WOILEH, and
.do mot wish to poatpune & discussizn of these demands,.
'ui'lbe’ungu::d prrly wieits, untii the Jday afier the
. sociallst revolution! - B

t has Hghtened its grip7 o -

nd {emivian aie sitting b two df:

utmosthﬁk"hs'é{it.

Fe mquanry‘ 18 pratsad )

oot "tel' dcvotion o’ femmlsm ‘she: l‘nllawcd the: pe.rtyj!mls"_..

for Teproducting mom_ﬁ

. a5 the’. polnt¥of Td
0.} ecrente th 1alct‘tit:r: qf Eb'é ;

g out”
!nunties for self-
—'l‘xaurt;;::;mw;a:e;d itosrealize: mthat,m our. decaé ?m
. em.in.!sm Nk i3 1]
finds: its most, cn!.[ca N i ing, fenilnt

*by
Dylng a!atm of " the
nns.formauun wh'r:h; ook DlEce; in the f.f:e(;?lesel;?g‘i

izipantsTin”

erah]nn;.-(FLN)-—thIt.h A

revolutionary; theery  that “would include-
revuluuonary“om. nor. ha:i'ar el S o
what _typoof ‘a’soclety; ’y aCAT lon:
olonizer 'was’ ovar ‘::-mm-—"mnd

‘out’ of women, ~yet ‘zgked: them t

tion -3 “the’ struggle Y

0. “raise s the's quesﬁnn’ : g
- bﬂynnd nerrow ' nall nnlisrg 4 tend.lng o




! F fominist W parﬂmpatc En pl!bhc .

&< family” o Uinma (elders oi’ stam) - andrbsat- - 9rotest__l-olh class explolt=iton’ an‘d ze:ism.
wriler who' had a program on tadio) Algzzm for wolkien, 12
s’ ‘among the ‘many’ women who' l:if.terly Tattacks the nar. . -

ww’ tellgious concapt of WoOIlER's’ dsvelnpmcm nd eive s v
t 2 B - ' k4 =March‘ 8,\ 1m.-- 1he' Algerlnn
phasl:ing that-just'as Alger! VEwas’ once ‘eolnnyyinr‘ the lurbed by what«is being~
colopy) whi:!: Higtgl f helr;

er
the oncept ot "evoluuon”
ext “of the Islamic’socety, whil:h ane’ lzs, nnet‘
define,” but-has” on’ the Tary;

ot A 30
experienced kY ar e and . of tl
or whe:he: we look‘at the: Paleztmian Hovemént whéie
L : e iy

\ 3 X : icle revaintion; itn
- finished, *, 5 sls wainsthe: !1ben{‘9n=
swomea. |
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