What choracterizes all and every volumeof Lenin's works is
ERexpeiRagaiegex the method which so concretely combines the thres |
constituent elements of Larxism, th't is, economic, dialectics,and
the sceianlist revolution. Let us begin with vol,. I(LZ Ve see

lumediately what tasks the young Lenin set for himself in the

¥

period,1894-97; éz‘hhsofur a8 econoaics is concerned, it wins the

working out, in terms of the aussian develupment, of the part on
rent of Vol. IIl of Cnpdtal , or theegrurian problem, on the one

" hand, and the ro zation of the abstract problem of the

"redlizntion" of nurplu 8 v:.lue, or the mciustrlal ﬁm. w

e other. H2} profound interprei- tlon of Volume II

(2) _
pier/of his "Development of Capitalism in Russig®

w e (1 )
P g @%mtw of his ustiteness. Ko, it WEE the Trot o

! t.hut in Rus in the debate as to whetner it is the market et _and

i the reali_za.tlon of surplus value, or the ihé question of production
& sent S

-:'a.nd. hence the prouuctlon relagtions, tha‘cm capitalism 1nto

: periodic cunvulmons essumed not the form of an abstract debnte

i N
 batween two 5rou,>s o Mr:,rxists ” the Narxists hsd to meet

challenge of the Np.rodniki or Popuhsta who arg,ued with Marx's . !
By e

I 3
j' text. in hend, that sinc e Russia developed at o time when the wnrld

l market had already been dlvided among the breat 'oowars, therefore -

Y1t need not gO'thruugh capit:ﬂ.ism, buat can Skip from the Russia.ri

;f.Mir { Compunc} to the Socialist ecomzune, - It was tﬁis milieu which; '
; forced _ Lenin to make his exowplury "statlbtical" work on the dev 1-'
il

»Opment of capitalism at the sane tine a pufnmﬂ proaf: i:!mt of

For Lenin to prove both

(".)Except for the lnst two volumes--lland 12--, whizh denl with

ithe writings on Herxism, andon the ugrarizn question, the set runes

ifairly chronologically. To aske the chronology comnlato, theaa

]'writings ure hers dealt with, not ag published, but as written, -

- {2)This first shapteyr 1s not included in this set but it oan be
~ ’Iref..d in the translution published in the NI




o - 1
theoretically and pract 1ca;1y that , on the one hand, Russin could
not escape cap¢.nlism, und, on the other hand, that Socinlism evolves
noet from the persant commune, but from the contradictions between
eapitnl and lnbor, meant the "appropriation® of Marxism. And this,
in turn,meant the only wnj to understand ®"statistics®, Two basic
works then, one on the development cf agriculture in the 19th

century, and the other on the development of industry, comprise
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the first rart of this wolume.

IT,0n the philosophic rront; too, there is here no
scholastic debate, but e.challenge met and overcome from the
Rarodniki, "Who 4re the Préends of the feopl“'—-and the final
section of this artlcle which 1is nubl;shed in Vol. 11 of the works.
should be rond now--is one of the rinest exemples aof the apglx:a—
-tion of dialectics to a current debate with the 1ntellegenusia of

1'the day.
: L ' deal xkix, -

III. Flnally we hxxm, in this same volue, ggggg the

with . -

xxksgnxxxnfxthe problemb of the proletarian revclution, ihgxgg}ggi

——

‘j<§ork*ng out of a progrem of the Soclal:;;;;;;23§§ Just as the

application of‘dialecticg meanp the "1tel;ectua; strugsle against

Naroddikism, s0 the working pjﬁ/df the problems of the proletarian

revolution means the écthdl\iI : ‘ l
. Aexind

It is in this section (p. 385) where/the famous stntemenF
“myithout a revolutlonary theory, there can be no revolutiona:y moveL
. i

ment". This same article shows that as far back as 1897, Lenin’
thought (1) that there had been enough theory, "now"ve must go to

the mecses, (2)he knew how to disregard boom periods and to prepare

party propagenda for the coming crash (pp.388-89), end (3) saw the
" intimate interlocking of politics and sconomics. (pp.394-98).

we will rec¢ thet the orgenic concretizatlion of the three consti-

tuent elemente of Marxism--dialectice, sconomics, and the nroletarign'
revolution--charascterize as distinctly all other volumes of Lenin'a!

Selected Works as they do the first,




Vol.IT& III
I. Here on the econowlc front we ree thet the sgrarian prohlem
gains A new aspect; it is nuow linked to the national questioﬁ.
IT. The tasks a the proletzrien revolution rgvolution now assume
tue forms: (1) the fight against ecovomism (whnt Is To Be Done?),
and {2) the fight against Menshevisml The fight against Narodniien
and Economism characterize the feurs 1894-1903; that agaeinct |

Kenshevism, 1903-08. This is not to say that neither of these

tendencies ever ajpear agnin. No, but it does mean that so tho-

roughly h=ve tneir theoreticul foundetions been destroyed in the

.period of their fermation that zpe as solid o basis against these |
. ‘ ' L !
o - - ' - +
tendencies nas beeu created by Lenin for future generatitms as i
1

) B 3 A 3 v t] -‘
hzg been lgid by linrx on the economic theories of ¥xxiamgx bourgeois

: ] - i
i ené th e petty-bourgsoisie. : . I

]
i

\The comrades should here resd Couw. Stone's Lraft

!

f ﬁxxthzxtxkﬁukafxzadrixtxmmndtxxnix
or greatest 51gn1flcance in bo*h YVol. II andlIl

Document on "The Lcnnomlst Tendency in the Fourth Internatlonalﬂ

f
'i is the analysis of the factional disnutes 1n Rusgia gud partlcu-_

larly s0 the articles on the 2nd Congress of the Russian 8aD’ caﬂed T
%One Step Porward and Two Steps Backward™ in vol. II -and the [
one entitled "The MNistoric Heaning of the Party DisPute". ’

the present internal disputes in the wF; The Resolﬁtion on.thé
by JR Johnson
American Guestion/should be reread here,ﬁarticularly pp 36-37

v

i

!

1 Both of these are of tﬁb greatest significance in understarding
i : ' ' ) D
h

i

to cee how sclidly itis bLesed on Lenints methodology, and how to |
distinguish between the methiod of Bolshevism and that of Menshevism, .

On ' | '
ITX. RimaXkg, the philesophic front --dialectics, you will now

} note, is gpplied directly to the internal strugsle. (See p.463

f vol. i1.)
|

tg Pinally gnd of greatest importance overshadowing

|

h any other problems deelt withk the center of vol. ITI is occupiad
I

ﬁ with the Revolution of 1905. Here, then, mxEx is not merely talk

laa to which roed for the revalutlon as mapped out by sny one

tendency, but the actunl revolutien ns created bj the MREGCE . Yet,,

:
1
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=
at the same time
ArxihexarexBand, this real revolution illuminstes the rewl merning
of the diasputes in the Party which, nt first, seemed to be merely !

oerganizationai, but, in reslity, show themselves now to be different
attitudes towmrd the preoblems contfronting the proletariant on the
road to revolution. Andthis revolution becomes the dress rehenr5a¥
For 1917 only for the Holshevik Tendency, where for the ienshevik

tenaency its defeat becomes so great & source of pessimism ns %o

further degenernte that tendency.

i
Vole IV : ‘
This volume denls with the verrs of rexeiion, 1908-11, and th

years of revival, 1912-1914. Hote that elthough the center of

ghe volume-is now the years of reaction the method wused in the_

S

voaume dealing "1th revulutinn is the same. It > ould be well here
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8
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to read "In Defensu of Marxism" how Trotsky interprets this method°

min the perlod of darknsn reactin, {p.17?)

ey oy e e e ot

Nute-hhat-during the gears of reaction the party crisis
| also reashed its climux and thut in the analysis of this. party

crisis Lenin did not Tfear isvluation because cof splits. Cn-the

‘contirary, he contrasted to the.mmxiw appesrance of unity abroad, .
and the stagnation of the work among the masses in Russiae (pp.122-32

the actusl beginning of a movement rmong the masses themselves.

~we find in.this_%algme also Lenin'slanélysis of ‘fectional
"groupings in terms of the objective situntion, and here, again,
‘thé lesson for us is not to view intefnal disﬁutaé in subjective
terms, but in terms in which ienin would put 1t,IWhich ropd for
the proletzorian revolutisn, _

Note the type of groupings thst appeared in the yeafs of
renction: (1) the liquidationists, or those who wish to 1iqu1date
the illegal organ*zation, which msand in this period of Tsarist

Harxist
reaction that the/propagande. would have to be wu.tered»down to
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represenbatives in the Dune be recplled, which mennt & refusul to
utiiize the parlimmentary arens sliogether. Lenin, in fighiing
aguinst both uf these, showed that, in resglity, both grouping were
merely the opposite sides o the same coin. Read "Notes of a
Publicist". Note precioué titles like "The New Factiou of Con-
ciliators or the virtuous¥; *Vieclation of Unity under the Cry for
United® {pp.187-219).

We learn thet eveﬁ so-crled psyhhologienl aberrations
pre deep;rooted ir. the zeurrent economic seen nnd hence in the
class strugsle, and, in fuct, every serious gactionrl grou@ing has
a menning cn1y beezuse 1t reflects aﬁ objective strge in the dev-
¢f production and hence of production redaiions, or *humanity "
itself, | |

In the yesrs of revival there occu?red the notbrious
S‘August Bloc. The ﬁloc, dlthodéh it included such :evo;utionists
so~colled | : political.”

a8 Troteky mnd the/"perty Bolsheviks", gained its/coloratiom:
‘ D . : :

from thoee ﬁ&O'had.ﬁ golitiggl; line, mot by those who tried to

unity without bzgic roots. Lenin was merciless in his attack on it}

'and.Trotsky never foriot the lessons taught him by this error.
: (Read here "In Defense of Marxism®, p. ) It is the politics implicit

;
i
|
i
i
[
|
|
|
fuorget political differences for the szke of an organizational .  §
i
!
L

in argani;aéiunal maneuveré that is importgnt,.and not the ﬁaneuvev
thems: L7es. ' ‘ ' . -

Of importance in this volume, which isg such.a meaty one
in lessons for us, is the faet that the agrarian and national

questions assume a new and profound mesaning in this period, and

[P - L RIS S B

this will form the casis of LbE&n's position at the Second Congress
priceless
of the Ul much later. There are here the/debates ith Luxemburg
. It wuld be better, however, if the comrades, instead of réading

the shoertened forw of these debgtes in this vol., read instesd

" Yol. SOX of the XSxk Ccllected Works.

Before sppreaching vol. 5, it would be best here to

“ study Boi., 12 which would conplete the enlire work on the agrarian

;. Questlon. gy




.
"if the comrades prefer, tuey cmn hold ihis off until thay get to
thiz voot

Yol X, dealing with the lpternztionnrl, and iheu reisad

L materinl, on the nationnl questicn.

In either case, the séudy mmx of grentest importuntance to
.:ug here beceuse of the airect application to the American =ce, is
the work included in Mol. X1L, written in 1914-15, bui based on
.the 1910 census, ca.led "Development of Capitalise in the U, S."
This is & study of the South and, slthough it wns undertAken to
jliuminate the problems of the Rucsian sexrf, is still ihc finest
study qftthe Auerican_ freedman {the Negro)« The comparisons Ieninz
" draws betwren the Uegre and the Russien serf has been utilized and
elaboratedrufon by Com. Jehnson in his Resolution on the Neéro
¥ mueSulOn, which shou]ube read here. Also the entire dispute on

i nolenic
d the Negro wuestion, includlna the ngﬁ;gkgg between Forest aud

Coolidg_ ,should be studied et the time. the comrades w111 utudy

A

this,work,of‘Lenin's,. 

'
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Up to this volume, the basic of the economic studies.cf Lenin

sre the second velusie of Cgpital, and the part of rent in Vol. III

w

"of the gane ﬁork; ‘Now we reach. s new stnge in the degelopment of

capihalism-«monoPOIy cap*tallsm,u-and its phenomenal expression,

imperinlism: It is this new stage which Lenin analyzes and, althous

| he ¢alls it, merely a "popular outline", it rightly belougs as &

sort of Volume IV to Cepital itself. What is significant 1s thut
the "unforeseen phgnomenon" of imperinlism does not throw Lenin
off balgnce, as it did Luxemburg} precisely beczuse he kept so
Twclbsely to the basis analysis of the accumulation of capital made

by Larx.

Note, moreover, that as soon as we reached a new atage‘in
the development of the economy, Lenin does not satisfy himself

merely by analyzing this new stage as sn economist, but, &bong -

with the mualysis oi ikx monopoly oaplimlism and 1ts coupon.

e et Ao oo A e 3 e bt s b ¥ S




clippers Xxzx uenin_proaaeda to fathom the snurce “of curruntion_:jl'

of the sSgcond International.rthe lubor aristocrncy. Hence, thia

Y

volume rlbhtly includes the urticlau on the collapre of the Secand_

Internstional, thc ribht or natiuns to self;determlnation, the

significance of this fight for revolutlanists --its significanc?

in coqnection witn the development of Imperialism, and, finally,

4y

f; what gconcrete tasks for the Marxist prrty follow frOm this "eoonkm
:~- .:H . ) "
annlysis. ‘ o S
' Tith this folume, one should read in Vol., XI, the brilliant”
pamphler "Harxism%, the best sucecinct stugy okagxxlﬁggxmunxgnﬁx
: iarx's tnaornes- from aialectlcdl philosoPhy to the class strugglel

from the ecunomic theories to0 the sociamlist groupings. All th 5.

3 is done 8o comndc*lv _ang. profoundly fhnf it Qhou1dhecome,£_~n=cia11

-5uhe very foundatlon of their full sfudy of Harxiei

.

fﬁﬁiumee;VI}£§&§VIiz R

Once'again we leave theories of revolution to come to the’

unfoldiﬁg revolution itself. The core oi theee volunes are ot~

cerned With the Feb. and Nov. R“volut:ons. They are inqispenéable,

to an underst&nding of the present intErnati nel situstion, It

is 1myos,ib1e for 1ny harYISt to understrnd the theoretlcal and

practicul prcblems of the revolution without mastéring the contenté
of thesé two volﬁme. The aﬁeoretic basis of our anti-Germain thésitﬂ
iies here, and together with, especially the articles "ThgiThreat-
ening Cztastrophen and "1ll the Bolsheviks Ret&&n Stute Pover", L;L;.j
this trcsiq ahouldnu studied now,

Note thnat Vol. VII ulso includes the incouparable
"dtute and Hevolution®, written on the eve of October and put
awey thet 6ctober mey be led; the intimete interlinking of theory
with the self-activity of the masses, Thus we see that politics

ils  practice. Party program is the development of humanity itsélrQ_“w*

Dialectics ig the actual process of ravolution Ex: “perrormed" by

the historic initiative of the maé who hLVB beu)me subjec n +
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