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Yow ta ¥ady Lenin
L 4
Predds Fowrreat

I3 thw 23 Wolames of Lanive seleeled works, 8awyr—
iog SHe oariad of 1LEH4 %o 1323, 1% As amet ‘Angewtant o
aXy sareful aote of mm.u.n tmthod iz hie verk. Thase
valumes are, a coanrols Russian spollisssion of, te
ey 2ons7liluani slezeste of Harxism, wamaly, Bialuokine,
2021 %cal egonuny mad persy lasts. (i)

Vilame #1 lx writles about the questiem of coancniee,
1% toelades o Dasie artleal oo the Agrarisn gmeetiom im

FEe3la at tha end of the 19tk ccnﬁxu-j. 4% tha ceao Sias

L% eoniilns tie basia work o3 the develcnment of and Ea) -~

isn in Fasein, The metnod of sosivecae Halestiug Ln W .

elear in the se¢tlons wbers s potreys tra sieggls | .

vith the Ezrodrixe{friends of ths people or popelists) 7

and 12 the final work,'The Tasks.ar m&wm no:umeﬁ
A furthar anamlysis of tha wll'ma w1l ah;ot At LonlRm

sal for himsel? the following tasksj 1, the wrking sue

in torny of tho Rusatan demls;maa: e paﬂ of Yol. &

of Gapiial whieh comesrns 1tsolf wWith sgricelture. R,

the application cf the prodlem of Vol 2 af e-;nm.

not lefely %o the Jusslan scene, &z Tar as teonoslen

were zonoarned, but alse infofar as the struggle vith -

& living movement(Rarodniks) wvas coacerned. Hig po-

found interpretation of Yol. S-that A8 $2 mot the saskss

or tha realiration of surplus value that is at staka,

but rather the quesston of produation relationg sy

Erisaznrhing Ae the resulty not merely of hie astutuess,

¢ Exceot for vol 11 and 12 whioh inolude all of the

question in VoL 1, tha sob reme beonessgiinyiEroplen

tha eronclogy nuapieto I will include thocse artioals on
Harxisa and the agrarion question Su their proper ordeyr.
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but also due to the fact that thers axisted in Russin & growp
of populists who smid that sinoe Rusois developed at a time .
when the worldmarkst had already baen devided among tho great
powvers. Therefore 1t rnised not have capitaelism, but cam skip

from the BRussian Ker to the Boolaliet Communs.

For Lenin to provs, both theoraticslly and praotleally
that Russia could not escaps oppitaliss, and that Boclallism
would be reached, not from the pessant cenmmune, but from the
contradictions of eapitelisn, meant the *sppropriation® of &

_profound understanding of Vol £ of Capital.Unfortunately eusptor
1 of his "Devalopment cf.capltullum An Russia®, which dsals
with the theoretiocal problems of Vol 2 of Capital, hla‘baon

ommitted from this English translation (sce N.I. Ost.-¥ov. D

1943)
. In the spmo voluma We Gome to the question dealing unth‘
the program of the Soolal Denoqr;oy. When it is seed that &ll
of “the nbltrast problems have the most oonerete nicairiaanna,
~and just as the apvlicatioh of dtalectias neant the 1nta1.¢ttﬂl
competitition of Harwtaufnnrodnikisl) 80 tho rkiug out of
the thoory of Marxism meant the actual olaborutlon of a prantlaal

progran ¢ or the Boslal nenooraoy of that day. .

For example, it ia in this section(pege 385)° thnt the
famoue statsment uppaa:a,"uithcut 8 zxunnx revolutionary
"theory, there can be no révolutlonnry movement®, This samo
srtioal shows that as far baok as 1897 Lonin thought,

1, That there had basn enough theory, thet we nust now ge
to the masses, 2, knew how to disregerd boom periods and %o
prepare party propaganda for She Qonulug crash{pages 386-389}
3, savw the intisate interlocking of politlios and egondalos
{pagan 394-308)

To this volums should ba added a section from Volil, wviteh

“1s the complation of the articel®Who are the Frionde sf tha Poopleil
{page £63 voll)
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Note how thess thres eonsfituant elensnte of Marziom,
alalsctios, soonomios, ths problame of the proletarian
rovolution, roappsar in ell the other volumes, £Or eXABple~

Volume £
1, The tesks of ihe movement ARssume the form of &

£1ght against Economisa( sUnhat 1a to be done?}’

2, The taske of the agrarign problem, &s they are tied

up with the stndy of the natlonal quostlion.

5, The tacks of the movement assume an even nore 0oDATEYS
form in the gence that they do net right ierely sgainst &
movement outside the ranks of the Bsela) Demcoraocy, but
within it~ i.e. Henshavlem. Ybu could say that in the years
18@4-1900 ths right against Narodnikiem and Eoonuminm, 1803~
1908 fight agalinet Menshevism, that not elther Eoonomlnn or
Menghevism did not appsar again, but that their theoretieal
foundatione had been Aeatrpyad, voot -and brareh, in thelir
pericd of formatlon. This factor enahldd Lenin to oomduet
his siruggle against other minor tcndancios on & mere poldd
-basia.

or grnatant ligniricance 1n thie Vol. and tc be nost
cnrerully road for an understending of ractionll Aloputes,
" are the artlicale on the 2nd oongre-a of the Rupsian HSoslal
Dgmooraocy, rarticularly so—‘Ona fitop Fovard-Two stspa Backwaxd®
Note alsec that this artical applies dlalrotlocs direstly to
an internal party struggle.{page 463)




faistimidmnis 2 o

Yoluma S

Take Vol. 3 and ses how theso theoretical and practtoal
prcblens become the sssence of the queation of revolution, The
ﬁevolution of 1906 is the osnter of thig volume and whsn We
come to the question of the internal dlgpute, the rovolution
in turn illuminates ths real meaning of the Alapute with tho
Menshevlka. The articsl," The Higtoric Meaning of tho Party
Dispuse’, should ba studiad very carefully, with particular
attention to the question of how %o distinguieh betwaen the
method of Bolshevlsnm and Menshievien in our Ameriosit Resolutic M.

pagos 5537

, Y dune 4 .
In Volums 4 and its mnalyeis of the years .of ronut&en ’

ws must bsar ln mind Trotsky'n statement in Dafencs of Knrn&nl,
(pages. 11to 15) that the revolutionists have always based thes-
aelves on the kdnﬂ the higheat utrge skx of dovalopnent that |
-the pro‘auarlat hes reanhnd. There 15 no Rood ot defﬁltllﬂ tn
Lenin, thnugh he 1e here deallng with the parlod ‘of 1908-1911.
By 1912 he starto talkXing of the yexrd of revival. Hote that
during the years of reanotion the parsy orisis alsc resched ita
olimax and that/the anelysia of thig party or&-in Lania a1d
not fear isolation becauss of iplit-, bocause oontrasted to thhe

anpearange of unity sbroad, and the stagnation of the antual

work among the masses of husala. (pages 122-123)
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In thla voluie we £ind Lenin's analysis of factional

§ .
grouplnge, the liquidationist%;Otzoviats) in terms of the obJlsct~

ive situation, and hore again, the lesson for us is not to
viow aar own disputes in subjective terms, @ even in go=onlled
peychologieel cberntlons are deep-ronted in tha ourrent
dconomio situation and therafore in the clasa struggle, but

in torms in whieh Lanin would put 1%, Which road for the prole
atarian revelutlon?

This holds trie in the analysie af grouplngs birore
the 1906 revclution and after, in the years of remotlion and in
the years of revival, se we ghall see in the later volumes of
the period of 1917 and after. In other words, even serious
faotional grouplngs at one period had a meaning only beacouse
they.rarlaoted ar objeovive astage in the development'nr ths
' sgonomy and ther-fors, humanity,

In the yeams of revival(1912-1614) there gcourad  the
famous"August Bloe”, By then we talk, not merely of opportuniem,
but of rerormisi, although the Bloc included such rey lutionigts
as Trotsky anﬂf;grggléggnhavikn' In other vords Lenin makes
olear, and Tréteky never forgot thie;iahson shat Lenin taught
him, tlmt vhat appéara an ap‘orgnnigqtinnal fight is in. aotusle
1ty a politioal riém and 1t vital for Herxlats to exx;aas "

the politica implioit in organizational mapuyers.

¥1 The liquicationists wore the group who dld not wish .to
retaln an 1llagal organization, which meant in this death perlod
of Tearist reaction that the propapanda of the HMarxiots would
be vatered down to meet the sxigenciea of the Tearist consorship.
Thepe Otzovists er "realluto® wera thea opposite extrems, and
demanded the recall of all party representitives in the Dusa,
Thip in erfect meant the retrusal to partioclpate in the parie.
ementary arenan, Lonin fought then both, and in tighting them he
wvae not & centerliet but showed that both groupinge were opposite
pides of tho eamn obidn,
Head "otes of a Pubiicist®! note precious titles liks, he
New Faotlon of ONHSXIXXUEUMEXR Conciliators or the Virtuous®
;gigigglona of Unity undor the Ory fo- Unity"-iha latter pages
1 .
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The agrarian and rationsl dquestions assume g nev and
profound meaning in this period and will form the basie of

Lenin's poaltion at the Ind Qongress of ¥he Cosm@ndat Intaﬁiiﬁiﬂﬂl&;L

Thnt 15} after the solzure of power by the Bolgheviks. W
have hersthe fight vith Rosa Luxomburg, and along with parti
1V of the book, Yol 1% of the collected works, v¥hioh fncludes
all his ¥ritings on the national queatlon.{*l) |

Bafore arproceling Vol 5, it woulc ba good %o etudy Vel 18

whigh woul’ complrts the xxe agrarian topic . Sheso articals

ware writien before the outbresk off the Imparialiit Wap, Hore OV%BJ'

- An the U.5.,% daaling with the situation in the south hasad o n
tha 1010 osnsus, he reises and analires thelﬂegro problem in
a manner illuminating the probleus of: the huseian Serf.. %he
_ 'parréllel 1g drawn botwéen tha serfdom of Rugeia -and alaxori
. 4n the south, a comparison that up to d#oday hes not reoievsd
Anerican
the serloue siudy by/Marxinta that 1t deserves. “his in of

primp innertanee for the study of tiw legro problem 1n the U.S8,

rai

avan in the artion) written in 1914-15,"Development of Capltaliom l.

and chould be studied slong whth the rasdlution of thn*cﬁs!e“rﬂat_
on the Negro Juestion- and the Forreat articsls Ar the dispuse:

v

"with Codlidge in the W.F. o

#} It 4« batter to read Yoi 18 rather than this part£ uinse'

1% includas the prollams of the international movemen
nmay alsc be a good ides %o re-study this saction when an 10
and the questicn of tha C.I. i3 deadt with,
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Volume &
Up to this wolume, ths baals of the sg¢oncmis study of
Lenin ara Vol. L1 of Capital and tha section 6n rent of Vol.

121, *
oapltalism, monopoly oapltelism, and ite phonowinal expreseionm,

& xEd now reach a new stage in the davelopment of

thea developmenti of imporiallsm. Lenin enslizes this new
stage in what he calls a popolar outline and ite greatest
signifioance lies in the fact that thie,"unforseen phenomoaon®

flcaa not throw Lenin off balancse, as 1t 414 Luxemburg,

preolaely because he kept 8o oloeely to the basla analysis
of Ihe accumulation of carital that Marx had made. Hence,
although "Immerialism" 1s a popular phamplet, it balongs aﬁ
aﬁ integral nart of Oaﬁitai by Marx,-a aort pr Vol V). of
anital |
%e havo reaohnd a new stage and Lenin, in anallzins tha
goupon clippers, puts hip finger on the source of oarruption
of the 2nd International and ‘the labor aristooracy. hi--vohunt.
rightly includea the collapse of the 8nd Internaticnal, the
right of nations te eelf determination in oonnéotion with

the development of Imperialism, and onse again. the 1nmuﬁlsto

-uoncreta tasks and %actics of the periy.
With this volumes one should also read in vel.Xl Ghe
brilliant phamplet, "Marxlem®, written in 1934, in vhich Le
oombined the atature of tho man Mary, the dlslectlc philosophy,

tho materinlirt coneeptio) of hietory in ite class struggle
context,the aconomics of Marx ln zo completa o form that 1t aihewld
have become the vary founiation of the atudy of Narxlsa, eapot-

lally for the youth.
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Yoiunea & and 7

ipese volumes deal with the PFebruary and Hovembsr
Beyolusions. ‘hey are absolutely indespancible for the ung-r-'
atanding of the presend international eltuation. 1t ic Aoponde
thle for. any reavolutionist to undorstand the theoretical
probleme of the pravolution without a thourough gomprehianalon
of the contents of these twe Volumea.
nots that Vol. V1l includes, ”State and Hevolution®,
written on the eve of Octobsr and then put au;y so thaty Cotober
oould be made and its theoretlcal and praocticsl principles
aprlied after Uctober. FPolitios here ig practice. ¥arty progma
hare_is development of humanity itself. Dlaleatics here sre
the dsvalopmant of the zotuzl razolutlon ahd tho developrent
of the magses concretely, bocoming the subjest, not the ohjeet, (1}
‘ha theoratic basls of :

B§ Jonnson i contained in thie volume{Vol., V11) parjioularly

k]
2
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in,"The Threatening Catostrophe“end "¥ill the Bolcheviks Retaim

Bgate Fower?? Both mudl bs sludled vith a full undsrstanding 87 -

the Anti-Germain Dogsuzent.

" w3 Subject in philosophic terms ' meams & sort of haro
wkexnxthur whoras objeci means only the 1 netrunent under
oapitalism, The meersof AV never the subject but only ths

objeot of producilomn. Under Yoeialism they would become the
gubject. (sec *heason end Hovolution®- MHarcuss)
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Volumen 8 & B

Thesa volumes deal with the problems of the reorghn- .
tgation of sooiety afier the prolotarimn rovolution."The Prineipal
Problems of War Comsuniem” in vol, V111 and tha trade union
Atgpute in vol.lX form tiie background for fhn analysds of the
Igoonomist Tendanoy in the ?aurth International® by R. Biaawe,
In an cortuin eonce all the artigslc by Johnson and Forrest o
the Aussian Quuation are deep rootcd in the Leniniast ooneeption
of the problems of liberated humanlty trying to oonetruct &

Boolrliet seoolety, and Decome the bnsls of the Rumsaian Qusotion

and alee tho concepilon of Socislism enc the tasks of the Four th
International. ¥n the fleld of the Rugslan Question, read parte
- 1eularly the ﬁéct on“&abor and the State”? by & Porrast. {unpul=
_lished) & muok higher atage la reached La%After 10 Years® by
J.R. Johnaon {an 1947 N.I.} whioh 1s ‘pased acliqdly on theearly
vrttlng ol Harx on ;lienateﬂ iLsbor, and 1s applied to ths Latent

stage of tha dageneration of ﬂuesln into State vaptta‘isa.

The asction on the party progrem, in Vel. viil- derives

itas preaent’dny significance from ite oonosrn with the slak-

: oratibn of a new program for revolutioniets, following the
betra;nl nf the ‘2nd Intsrbational, and rniels the inner nonn;c;
tion of past oapltailam and the praunnt rosd‘to Boclalism. - 7
The polemioc with Bulkarln, who viched to Gelete the weo

4ion on the development of capltsclism, because 1t no longer

axiated, and the lnslstance of Lonin on tha other hnnd that 4t

remain,becauce 1t waa hlatory and hance illuatratea a'nantnsnrv
devslopment, has a boaring on the present day theory of Retrog-
‘feaeionlam,

Yol. 1X contelns, not only the famous disputes ¥igth
Trotsky on the trude union question, but includes the apoohial
1ast addresa of Lenin %So the congresa of the R.C.P. in whieh
he warnsd of thc_poauiblc return to capitslism,

Vdu!
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The reiationship of the interngtional situaticn so this
-paversal makes it nacessary to study the addrasases :;othe a.I.
tnoluded in vel. X It would <;80 be weeful to study for this
intagral sonnscsion of natlonal &nd international problemgp the

pank, "Eroiatarian Navolusion in Nusela® by Lenin and Trotaky,

Volune x
This v:lume, “hioh includes the collapee Of Zinmerweld

an? the Zeuntabicn of ithe 5-8 International, completas the
ealecthd'wnrka of Lenin. 3inos Vol X1 , dealing with Harz&si,
and Yol. X11 hava basn dsalt with previocusly in thelr propexr
axdw® chironolozlcal order. The thesla of the Znd congress of
the C.I. on she nntlonal guostlon 1g of the utaost slghlflicendsy
for ths study of the internationsl question and its maaning, |
:2 its most profound esuraw seioce, of The Fermanant Revolution,

It 18 not by acéiafnt that 4t 2ls0 Ancludea tho‘refdrunoe
to.tha ﬁegro Quaztion., Tt must becoms the fouﬁdation tor the
.progran of the Foﬁrtb Tnternasional, " : A

In.connestinn with the study of this volume 1% would be

ver& nseful to study Leon Trutsky's,ﬂrhé Firad Five Yoars of

the Commintern”

. GCONCLUSBIOW :
Yhichever part of tie 12 voliineg any ocomrade vishes o

ptudy firet, they must not forgst tie method cf the vhole,
First, and most lusportant, the threr constituant elsments of
Marxisn as included in all the voiumun and in ail of Lenin's X °
1ife work, Take as axample the dlalectios included bn,*Who are
The Friands of the Paople” 1004 and An she note to Lthe editors
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- of ,"Under the Banner of Marx1sm®(1919), whers he urges the
eatablishment of the,"Friends of the Hegslian Dialeatic®, hig
method 1s crystal clear. Or, to take another exaspls, his gone
eretization of thiam in the practical program of the Bolshévth
Party, beginning with tho practlcal taske of the Boelale

h
Demooracy(1897) anad endtng with the fight against Bukirin in

"Party Progran®,(1919) and the last of his writing on the

Subbdtniks ete, (1970-1922). Truth them, we find, 1s always

[RY

sonorete, navsr abetract.
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Written from rough dictated draft by J. Frederldks




