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Dear J:

Today 1 met with some of the Minorityites (Healy, Emuett,
~ Goldberg)e It took some time to gat awsy from the many organizam
" ¢ional complaints down to fundementals, but when ¥s finally reached
_m perspectives, not as to entry or non-entry into LP, but
66 to analysis of the world end British situ=stions and ths class
struggle develspment.s here, I was amazed to find oxsctly what
we, from "far away", had expected, and that is tha mobilization
of labor vehind the Gov't., was appearance only; in actuality,
the pelf-mobilization of the masges was RE3ec-of. a fur deeper
and more spontaneous nature. Here 1s whet har ned, in just two
instances in which our comrades were involved: :

On Fri. night when the radio had announcsed the ahutdown
of the factories due to the fuel crisis, these comradzs of the
Min, called up Haston and asked mhat would be done by us; e.idontly
they were in no way prepered for this emergency and had nothing
resdy. The workers themselves were not involvaéd till Konday
since they de not work on Sgis. When thig commade, Immeit, appeared.
at wrIk on done, he called together all stewards end immediately
e movement sprung up among the engineewing Iactories to sé2 ;
to it that the workers wouldbe peid for the time of the shute i
- down, to provent dismissnls of workers during that time, and ne i
- giseriswinntion for participation in thils movemsnt. The Amr.lgamated:
. Eagineerirg. Union. to which this comrade belongs elected him an - i
chairman with authorigstion to get. to ather workers and gee
. concerted prasaure be put on Wps. I enclose Resolution prused. -

‘Another comrade, Goff, wmho workexs. al Standard. Tclephonos
: (nnt white collsr but the factories ‘that make the telephones)
f< ¥as likewise confront with such n spontsneous reaction of the .
- workersand this tremendous fectory likewise elected a comnittos .
. of wh:l.ch he wes the head, andpasssd a 'ruo‘.l.ution, w.ich I enclosse,

“§ The Stalinists wers left far behind in this spontaneous
: movemsnt, shick meanwhile gained sush high politiosl coloration

. thet thelr last resolution slready speakes of "aversll socialist

5 econowic plan®, mgxiumtx of "conflict with capitalist production -

“ in the interest of profitw, demands "that any atteumpt at

. ssbot age on'ithe part of emplcoyers be met by ivmedinte confiscation
~ of industry* and calls for the withdrawal oftroops fromasll occupied| .
" territorles. The representatives of these workers progeeded to !
the House of Commons and demanded & speclal meoting; the KPS
promised a special meeting of "t oee YPs who were interested®
with the committee. Our comrades held the initietive in their
' hand a1l the time, and through belng in charge of credentials

" comrittes, were able to exclude some & the S¢alinist delegates

" who were t0p bureaucrats, forming an zllisnce with. the rauk and
file Staliniastes By the time tho coumittee met with parllament

. the 120 elescted reprosentatives ropmesented no leas than 100,000
. morkeys. (Pleamss look up article by Kolly in Mili%tent at end of
~ February or esrly Marxch for artiocle on thie movement; I shall

" try to get & hold of caopy of article hers and send ii; sinoce I

" think it should be used as banis and rowritten wiih new m terial
-1 m osnding in our Bulletin,)

: Itia true the movement fritterod away, but VHEEF®

. got all demandes. The contension of tho Minority is that thelr
participation in it 1s not accidental, but besauge of their

‘: revolutionary perspective, nnd taat the othet\comrades were

' tied by considerations of lull in the uorkins\:laas movsaent,
rgtabilization™ of ecgonomy, oto. 662
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The lines however within tl» internal party struggle have
by no means been thai oclearly defined; no politlical posltions
ware elgborated to bring out inherent %tendencies hiGden by the
factlon struggle, and th ey are evidently resady to leawve the RCP
and enter the 1P by themselves, clalming that although they are
only 70, they arz of such excellent proletarian ard trade union
connection, that they can accowplish -mndars while the RCP is
atagnating, ete. etc.

Jock returns tomorrow 8o I will get a full repoxt od hils
views; I hsve now read the Resnlutiorm =nd they are poor stuff.
The one on atatification ofproduction ig & school-boy's thests
full of underconsumptionism, merket wiwws, end no app eciation
at all of vhat that otage of sconomy signifies #wxxi in the
actusl production relationa, and the politicel consclousre so
of the proletarian; neither is there on attempt % see its
intemational Amplications; a Very insular thesls indeeds. When
1 compare our work on statification in the International Resolue
iion in particular with this sort of stuff, I first begin to
approciate what resl contribution our tendency has made.

Fpe conferonce promises to be a very heated affair--and
svidently the past struggles will alsc brought in, and you per-
sonslly will be menticned, evidently as not having contributed
in those years, to0 c¢lear politicel alignmente.’

I nave seked to speak both om the Awericanm and RussiEn
questions to both groups, and both said they agreed, but...now
thet the conference 1s here orslll be next week and tle agends
is prepared as 1s, I may get no further than peraonal discusaionu,
ond full mestings would, first be arrsnged cometime 1ater, I
prasume on the return voyage- . .

, ‘ Sunda.y afternoon the Stalinists sre having a demonstiretion
vhich I em attending in Trafalgar Squars; mowthhat I am out of
Piceadily snd in byme 2 x 4 hola on the top floor of a rooming
i house which has not toc meny facilities, I am getting more of .
& feel of the land; in faot if this continue I ought to have &
wonnderful glrliksh form, just as slender as you like them. Xxk -

I wrote to Spencer, and perhaps oan get out to Lancashire
the sarly pa.rt'. of next week before conforenve; 1 shall let you
knowkst he says.

How are you® Do you expect to write me at all? will the. ‘
anti-Gsrasin and Balance sheet be out in mwme fom I can pese
around? . Qur Int. Resa. 15 very lmportant; I hope ithee been

sont me, I have met an English comrade who works in (eechos)lovakia o

and have soms report of that; meamhile plesee have Grace smad -
ms Velazaues's addresse, as thqr wish to contact Peru; I have -
given her Freddie's acddreass that they may ssnd us tha.».r naterial
thore, andl will arrange to serd them our documentas

Warmest greetings to Connls; did she get the outline 6ut in
time® O, yes, ask her to send me Diock's address in Pariss

Tcwuuﬁm Ly -{,’ o) Tl @ﬂﬁ/f&,.
N‘('C/W'-” {}e /{{LW (/"ét,'{,‘ £ WA . :
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Dear J:

Jook spcke to me for about sn hour, in thich he explained
that the partial stubilization the Bnglish speak of--evidenced
in the exogptional steblility of Sislim, Lubor Govt. in HEngland,
UE holp to Ewrope (Marshall vlanj--vas only an eccounting of the
fects, and meant that the tempo of revelutionary cdevelopmentis wae
much slower then envisaged by the Int., kuf@ &hit they at no time i
hnd antylhing in cosmeon eithwr with retrogressionism, or the playins
with a third alternative as do the bure collectivistse In fach, :
Wl thout acknowkdgmunt, the IS hod incorporated tneir amendwents in
the intawnetlonal resclution, To put it wmlldly, ther éo not have
too high en opinion of the intermationel leadsrshl;, are very
criticel of the Germain theols «—-bdut remain with z we kors state
position! Worse than that, they are sc absorbed, cvervhelmed
rather by the eniry-nim=entry hsre, that slthough thoy acknowladgs
that Re¥» 18 centyral to the vhole internstional dev., they not
only reuwein warely oarping oritics, but they first intend to @ie-
cuss the ReGe at thelr pext convention in Baster, which is pfter
the Fourth will have come Lo a decisionl] It is impossible for
them %0 arrange & discussion for me now, but will do go on my
retum trip, and meanvhile I will éliscuss wit.h who I can individually.

Ac %o the-internel British situation, I listened 'to the mosat
-harrow eccononist discuusion of thelr PB as to how the sgtancderd of
" 1iving of tha British werkers hss risen since iLF¥ hes been in powss,
that 32 would have been posslbls to imagine could occur among
. revolutioniste, Nzaturally, it was dedlt with only asvfacts® which
- wust not be igmored, and which must Le pointad out ngainst the
| oxtravagani cleims € the minerity, imill that ‘starting out
* from wWiat is, one oan better present the ravolutiona.ry line, and
& ksep our benmer flylng till when there wll e a differsutiation
. 4n the ranks of labore I wao asked what I thought of the d.rsoussio
" 1 took jJust three minutes to say that I was gorryy the discussion
. had merely stated"factsP divorced from the it errelatichship of
< these with the entire European esonomy on .the ohe hend, and the
. production relations in Britsin on the other; that I would have
appregiated hearing of the moeda of the British worlters, and the
. uncertainty they feel, althouwgh they have jobs, for judging by the |
« mood:s 0 the Am riean workers, wio wers al least as well off as the
" British, we could wetoh a noew stage in the deve:opment of production
- reletions in which 4t wug evilent the workers wers ready to brask
#ith the entire systen of velue productiom, etc. stc. Naturally.
oxplain T spesk only es an individusl, and that the Johnsonites have
no position on the internal queetion c¢f entry or non=entry. 1 was!
told they would try to have another discussion on the moods of the |
wookers, for my benefit; meotwhile they pookpoohod the ddsima of
the Kin. thot thermovement led by them (whichk, the Maj. claims
was really led by the Stalinists) wus muoh--120 delegates cen be
gotten for anything; if the movement 1s really signiticant it
would have been not delegates but the masses theaselves; and that
aven &80 1% was moinly around ¢ecnomlcdemands, =nd uot politivsl, . otc.
{I now enclose the littlo article 25 the movement was written up,) !
I was not imprsssed by the Haje bud az otill forming ne definite |
opinions until Cougraess reveuls all thut is involved in discuu’ai.om.:l.

Tonoryow I meot the Uerman group. and hore I have
suooeeded in boing interested to listen to me, &l though not yet
on Wy, but on Historloal Retrugression snd cur Int. Res.

|

1

|

Chearioc, Ii
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Dear J:

Yesterday I met with the German group--a wery fine group
of 9 workers who do excellent work among the POWNs here, lssue
& primtet mimeographed bulletin, Solidaritat of 22 pp., vhich
hng inoreased its eirculation from 50 to 500, and their perspect-
ive is to issue = printad weekly. The POWs are so well impressad
that they take it back with them to Germany, and there was recently
an article in the Times that it is being clirculuted in Berlin.
In Germuny itself there hes been a sort of convention of 8 groups,
Trotskyists, but they have no news of it as £ll news in such ‘
cuses ia gentrplised in Paris, The IXKD, with which they huve
broken off &1l contact here, claims 15 members; they say only 6-7
ars (ermans; in any ¢ese they do absolutely no werk, evidently
hive no intentions of trylnz to get back to Germany, ouc are p.b.
intellactusls who seent not oven to writee Here they claim NY is
the "messvbene; they wlald no influsnce whatever.

~ T spoke for 1 hour on what they 'cell the German question-- !
'Historical Retrogreesion and our International Thesis. They fully i
agree with your attack on the IKD, and should like to reprint it,
but the comrade who started tle ftranslation is now working, as |
they all are in fact, and both the difficulty € the material f
" and tine slement makes it impoysible. But should we find a :
translator; they would be very happy to steneil ii and duplicate l
"1t in thelr regular bulletiu, which meaus 1t would &lso gst o
Germany. {Can't Harry from Philsdelphis do that?) 4s for the
Intarnetional Thesis --1if it were not for Ruassia, etc.~-they
atlll hold to the warkers slate theory; but are perturbed and -
should like to discugs it ih detail. " We therefore 2 ft Ruasia
for a future meeting {(When I wili next be in Londun, 'there will’
Le held 3 group meetirigs for me on Hussis--~the Maj., Min., and
' ths (eymans) and discusaed the quant:l.ons both of SUSE and concrete
' ‘work, such es the fight for legality, unification, strike
gtruggles, propagenda for common ntruge,l’s with other E.E. and W.E.
workzrs., They were highly setisfied with the &1 scussionnua,gid it
was the most profound and eerivus one they ever heve hadw-znd I
learned a 1ot from them. BE SURE TO SEND THEYM 3 extra coples efsh df
your ‘articles on Hls. Retrogression, Oot. NI review of LT ‘and my
 Remakkyxpxkxatierd Edxtratxorexoek farenrex dehataxketynanxx |
Dec.& Jan. articles on Russis, HMail to: (andkeep that address -
aleo. for aur anti-Germain end other mnterial): X, Thierl
‘ 5, OGsyton Grrescent
LOndon, N.We. ¥, Engl
~Finally I attended last pra-conf. debate between Min,
& HMeje on entry questions I am afraid I was more imprassed with
the rank and file discussion than with the main spoakers; the :
branch meeting of 14, predominantly workers, discussed objectively
ard on a very high level; the meeting was well conducted and Jjust
ae I an impressed wlith the politeness (realiy civilization) of
British proletariat in general, a¢ I was with the meceting here; -
the Briticsh party seems t0 be & very healthy, preleterisn organisss
tion--the trouble of courss &b with lack ef porspectives.( By the |
way, the relationships with rank and file Steliniate seem excellent;
in fact, a good many members come from their ranks,} The anti.
war work and participation in transport and dock strikes whioch
had gained them manbers sesmes now to have recsived a set-baok,
and overyune 1s ready toc construct theories about the lull, Thexrs
1s a great contrandiction in the arguments o the Maj. since, on
tha one hand they argue 1lull ard partial stabilization, and om
the other hand, say we must kety independent party because the
party gob iis benmt base by working dir ectly with the workers
in proveas of production and ire vitable future radiocalization
will bring workers directly to us. The Min. bases its cnso only .

PO




- 2w

partielly on faot there is no 1ull, but rather than work this
cut fully, they remein on need for oonorsete program, TeFs, and
stugnation presently of party, so thal they get accused of

oppo rtunisme The biittermess comes of coursa over what 18 callkd
by them "division of labor® and by Meje split and the fact
that, being backed by IS, they are resolved noit to be effected
by convention dicgcussion und resul is.

I was nble to get awuy with Jock snd speak candidiy
fZor hours; I posed the necessity for a more world=-nide and
deeply theoretical view of the entire tasks of the Int.; what
wna the use of so burying oneself in Zngland and in oriticizing
the IS on such tertisry issuee, when the Russian guestion which
is central to the whole development is not even touched bLY them,
and the loadershiy whose theorcetlcsl abilities are doubted i '
not even challenged by thewm. Ile agreed that the British here-
to fore on the plene of amenduents was insufficient, and thet
we must make up collsctively what we lack in the. indivhdual
aguthority & the Old Yan, (Cabriel he says is their best man,
and Germain the most brilliant--he talks fluently in several
iangunges and al conferences addresses various groups in thelr
separste languages und mekes en impression, but he writes o
avery demre d question on earth, etc. eto.] I taink when »m
I return in fall, we will be able to get somewhere on the .RQ; !
1 cannot sey the sume for the Hin., although their perspectives |
ers closer 1o ours, becausetiley sesm preity much o tos the :
line. But by retaining neutrality, and merely learning, I hagve
laid s basis with all groups. - .

‘ Tomoyrow Oabrisl is expected ss I will then be able
tn bronch my "mission”. What ie new in NY? Have you »coms a
colummiat in the Militant? Have any of our Bullatins cone
off? Has it been possible to republich my section om Labor
and the state? This material will become extiremely lmpar fant
e the debate develops. ' A

. The Stalinisto (Int.. Spunish brigade) had a demonstras-
tion, quite 'ma poor one, in Trafalgar Sq. noticed one of
_4he Negro RAF men had the identificetion "Trinidad™, S0 I pro-
cesded t Sntroduce myself and esk whether he ever héard of
fellow Prinidsdisn. An author? Yes . *"Hiack Jecobina™? Yes.
He is convaleseing ut & hospitel in a suburb, bui will be in
next week, just before I leave, amd he will take me up to the
Colonisl Club, Manly had been through Fngland snd hed shown
his sympathy to ue, and there is o Nigerian I am to mset,
Padmore, they tell we, is completel* out of the plcture--but I
maneging to plok up some contacts {the Britishers ssy, these
Avericans are too active) and perhaps get somelhing started
in that field too. The British party ha not followed Negro
discvssion, amd seems not to bo interested, but with a little
prodding, the interest can sasily be arouseds And while giving
the Negros their dus shars of publicity, I om net forgetting i
the imerican proleturiat as e whole, and now I have them all ‘
tallting about the strike bscause the workers wore "fatigued -
with negotimtionsn; thess Americune are evidently not too badk~
werde 1 am t0 meet soms of the hiner delegates and discuss
with them. )

Idid I tell you I love London? Please glve wy wormest
grestings to all the comrades.

i‘;\ N'\'?.'

SNt
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Dear J:

S0 amazing an emibiuon ct (.a.T.caLls opnd hosiility toward
the Int'l, was but on In the last session of the Faston=led
convention, so byl aan great a lack of lesdership and

responsibility on Haston's part and his whole child-like NC, that

it was all 1 could do {0 vomain s nodtral. In fact, it is nnly

my strong & souse of whut I came for that kept me so0. To go baokj

& bit, hers is the run of the convention, Pirst, there was an

organization report by Millie Lee, who made a4 good enough imprese

sion as 1 efiielent secretary but who ie not a politico in any
serious sense, sud the discussion aroumd that did not begin to
tackle the guestion of the declins of RCP, distinguish between
the "intervention®™ in strike struggles brought about by selling
gAs and that of acturl partlcipation or leadership in a strike
struggle, ete.et¢c., The discussion was pretiy much a waste of
time, but at 1east 1t wau, on the pert of the rack and flle,
fairly objectively hundled, end e pood lmpression wis made on me
by their working—class conpoaition and fliuency of expresssion,

. That was the gnly to-ic in which some sort of objectivity, though

L Narrow one, was observed.

The second day concerned itself with ihe mein toplc of
~ the convention: Britdsh perspectives, The Haje (Roy Tesrde made

report and Jack Haston handled the summary) was a vulzar I

economist view of the "boom™ im Britain, the rise in staniard of
living since lahor cuame to power, the illusions of %the wirking
claszs that this was sociallsm, andthe consequent apathy of the
masses and non-appearance at LP meetings-~guch apathy g even

tc effect our own party. No attempt wae made to conslder the
British "boom" either in relation to tre class relations, or

in re.r_a.tiun t0 Ruropean economy; n¢ gerious atiempi to anawer s

. ESTarms2 nay, not even a poasing cf the question, of working
toward assuming leadersh ip of the mass novement by turming toward
wase work, and a view that th% GP, despilte the fast that it has
‘lost about 20% of its membership, will first become a mass force
{bacause of it 1s key posts in t.u. movements) .before we over .
will growe.  The Mine csport (Lawrence) was 'good in rejecting the
analysis of book, speaking of the crisis in the whole sconomy and

the disaetisfaction of the workers, snd warning that if we g
raklull ourselves, the fascists won't (there have been anti-
Semitic demostration)e Byt at that point he did not know how
to connect this with the tactio.of entxy so that eniry appeared
 practically morsly as burying curselfes in LP in the hope of
some day beoming » mass force. The discussion vans on & very low
 lavel-=Maj-ityites speaking of how dead their local wards were,
Minorityites on how lively theirs wers-~and the quesstion of
revolutionary perspective never olearly brought out. The Maj.,
which has the entire leadership on lts slde, could nevertheless
reise tho level no highor théan Haston's saying that 11t wes the
duly of this conveuniion o *generalize" the sxpsrience d the
rankg in LP work and thus (}) derive their theoretical apnroach.
The most awful underconsunptionism-~thers is no crisip they |
say, begruse there is no overproduction, and there ls partisl i
plaming to where more wilk ic consumedjwhdt is needed, according
to them, is not such abstract slogans as workers conirol of
produztion, but s unifying slogun: for a national plan.
The Dutch delegate intervsned to try %o xuisc the level

to thq plane of European psrspectilves, wharcupon the Frenoh Maj.
{ Magnin and Creipesu, both of whom soe:t to be irresponsible asses,
with the moat ocoltessl 1lllusions ns to boom and thelr own
importance to have discovered this boom)rose to dispute him, thuas:

sTheé Frenoh PB have followed as ploasly =8 possible the
discusnlion bn Internationalse.ews belleva there is a tendency here
that we well know in tha Fourth Intermnailonel of over-est.imating




¢rises, mmamEMERREERErIiaXNIRYTWE, It is a orisis that

Britain can overcome through Xu:rican loans and inroads into
the workinplaen and not a crisis of the regime. We have Isd ouf
own French Mins who always apesk of the ravolutionary workiug i
¢lass held down by the 1id of Staliniam ang glving the impression
that & we only lifted the 1id, the werkingelass wlll explods,
"But we must muke a realistic estimate o the situge
tione..the reul situation is that the working class will not
struggle because or thoir illugion, and not that thsy do not
bacause their leadership helds them downe ...The strikes are
important, but & realistic wnalysis chows they stzrt aw an
econdmic program and do not pose political question,.
*Thirdly there is a weakness of revolutionary
leadership. (In the greetings yesterdsy this faiucus editor
of La Verite,liugnin, said "Fhere xAs no revolutionary situation
in France, anymore than you huve one in Britein; there is no
revolutionary party.") The first problem therefore is to build
zatlently = lendership of the workingeclass and that is a long-
tern  perspective,
*re French ifaj. gives its entirs support to the
Britich analysis of iie perspectives,” He theh launched into
an attack of the IS, 8.ying they were for LP entry becauge
liaston wes opposed, and if 6oday iaston changed his mnind, the
IS would tomorrow change its position, und more of the samw
gubjective tripe,

_ The French Min. then asked for permission to
ahower as he had been atlacked twice at this conference tc which
ke was only an observer while Magnin and- Cruipeau were the
. Gelegates. wWhen it wse -granted, he (Doumat, head of our youth)
- really lashed into beth tile British and French, pointing to'.
the decline of the British empire, its vassalage to American
izperialism, the cris of iis economy, ending *The comrades wish
to tell us that all this has no sffect on the present situation
and the stage of the class strugsle, ' Didn't Lenin say that this.
i omplre was the bawsis of rerormism and the British aristocraty
. . 0of lnbor? Don't you ses that when thels busis of reflormism hae
gore , 1t cannot help but effect the economy and the proletariat?
: "The French Majority too spesks of boom-~onuly i&h our :
party do they.speak of boom; take any paper and ‘they spesk inctead:
of ‘erigis--nnd but 4 days before the Eynoult strike broke out
+ our Fre Maj. was busy proving that because of the cconomic rekival
b .we cahnot expect big strike strugglesl® : .

. That wus the only worthwhile moment in
that ¢ntire discussion, and the perspectives uf courss mars
adopted; but instead of proceeding to discuss tie solution
proposed by the Hin. end I8 as to "division of leborn, the Maj.
ware going to give the Min, an “wducational® and so we proceeded
the next dey to the discussion on Statification. I dntervensd- [
‘in that discussion, saying thet I wes glad the RCP posed the
question of statification on a world soale, but that their docuuen!{
wan quite inadequate, approached the question vedy haltingly, - |
not so much as mentioning Rw sia, vherens once the question of
stontification =nd capituiist relations is possed, we no longer
can satigfy ourselves either with nationalizationer workers
stats, or the form of property is the determinant of the olaes
naturey of the state. Moreover, they posed the question, aven
if we leave Ruseia out, merely by eiting certain fuots, and not
by analysing the stuge of production relations, Conthasted to
that, how we posed it in 1941 re Hussia, 2946 re Int. and question
of SUSE, 1946~7 re Am«s Ond Yenoral Strike. Spoke of laws of
produetion, method of analysis by Marx ¥ngels Lenin & the cr,
and atresssd the revolutionary conclusions that £lowed from it,
Pointed out that for Brituin it is surely wroeng to say that
wo have to put workers control to background and intervens only
a8 t0 unifying slogan of national plans It is not theplan




o ..3..
thut 18 the concretization of wrkors contrel, but the factory
coumitise, partioularly $e this important in Britain where the
masses might think that workers cont rol wenns the Taue !
bureaucrats uggarticipatinn in Joint production committeea. The |

1fy1n.,; Riherefors secm to be : national plan FEowEye %3
through workers coumittess, or statification plus prol. domoc. .

/

, Unfortunately, I was the only one who spoka in T
those torms; thelr whole discussion was machanistic and mn
attempt to Blr-o.r up the Wla's lack of interest in "polivic:}
questlions®™s When I tried to tell Jock that their thesis wuas
more like a discussion article, that it stopped whers it should
start: production relutions and politiesl policy ylowing from
@nd hence 1t would be butter hot to put it to a vote, but mersly
refer for further discussicn, he cpilld ses no further than "expos
ing* the din. & meanwhils getting his ranks %o vote on some thing
sovaeguely presented, amndt arlter but one solitery discusseion,

e then reccuvened for the. point, and that

ig where Lhe farce begmn; the :Maj. asked Tor 45 winutes for

daje caucis to consider solution (Am enclosing the Rgse presented
by Hins)--then declded Gubriel showld present just to caucus
theizx 1S position. This lasted not 45 minutes, but a2 full 3
hours, during which ¥hg. & wyself & Sterling (who, by the way

is so Cammoin-blind that he subscribes to manner of running
convention & 1 can just see vhat his report will be like;
“eovery fap la the fuoe of the I5 will be brugged aboul as a
enti-Cannon move.)&Fre Mine& Dulch delegates, We theh heard
RESERLSPTX EFxARGEHE heckling for ¢, ‘tremendous spplause for

their own sposkers and genersl disorder. Finslly we were permitted
in.& when ¢ asked t0 address the whiole convention, the delegates
of the.lgje wcra about. to vote, No, when Haston at that point
stopped. thems ' He made o short’ address, Hast.un snswered saying
solution is inacceptable: "Whet guaram tee." he asksd vhave we.
that 1f we agpesd: to this split, the IS would not then say, now
i the whole HRCP umst entsr LePs=-No, the iin. must loyally ablida

. by the decisions of this conferencel In summary, 8 put a mution
‘to-the effect that this confarence agress to ablde by the de&ision
of the IEC ‘when that will be convened, The whole conf. was

then thrown into en uproer, snd that is where Haston revealed

his lack of lesdershlpy and lightmindedness, Mnd you, I do not
Y agree with the solution proposed of division of labour; the

- forces will be too dissipated asnd it vill be impoessible to really
Lest ocut a l:me, it is better to reccmmend the entire party ‘
enters -But here is a situation where from the f{irst day that

I arrived the MaJe told me of the solutioh proposed & that it

was inacceptable to them, that thelS will probably have a maj.
egainst them at its next svasion, etc. atc. and ret they were

50 unpreparad to receolve this motion, had oriented the discussion
gso much on insular lines, had oreated such hostility to the
interwention of the international, that &b the end of & 3~days
conf. of just such predigtions, Jock seemed complotely asmazed

and %hat he hat to offer was a motion: that in the case of an
"adverse decision by IEC & speclal conf. bs convoked to gonsider
w.ether the RCP would ablde by decisiones When aked why he had
voted that all othexr seotlons egrec to sblde by decision and

*in principle®” hs stlll agroes, bui here he mekers the spectacle
of calling a convention mnd axmk refusing to even put the motion

of I to votes I nuever hourd this before but the coni. rejected
theides that the modidn be put to & vote, but nocepted Jook'm
fuendment® of callln; a speclial confs & then voled on the amended
notion onlys Further irrosponsibility ogcurred in refusing to
srent IS two winutes, and in the chair's bawling out Stuart (Gordor
Tor insisting that the IS has righte to put its motion since the
higheet body wae this conventlion & after all thie was u Britigh
eonfo-~-ASXRERXREREX and when aoume kilnoritylte yelk 6 out, yes,
but the British pastion ip a section of the Fourth, he was yellsd




-

domm, By thie time it reaml.y becume u bedlam, (Some of the
Majorityites, I must ssy, were dicgusted & ome sald to me that
his last YCL convention was better behaved then this.)

I do not know whether it 1s poliviecal imwaturity
on the part of Haston and his NG, or whether it signifiss
that the RCP is ready to leave the Fourth in eveni his line

on Britalr does not carry. Boys, are thers waters here for ahachtmin

‘o muddy §

(By the way,. this is written subjectivaly und hurriedly
und in this form should not be shown to any one but the NY
Steering Comme (I alweys send a copy to John) and for general
asonsurption merely teke put faots of topics discusaed 8tca)

The meeting ending on thic Bour note then proceeded
Lo eleot its CC; the Min. demanded 5 répresentatives, were
to].d they could only have 3, and so they refused any.,

I am % see G-3odey, then lesve for cmce.shira

B and spe Spencer, thsn £o to Faris (the Bth)« John sent me.
i your'first article for Militant, which was excellsnt, and which
I passed around to many, incluaing Jock, #ho said "Thig is
Hegelio.niam, not Marxism.®

Rhmlx:aknrnxinxm

Now, to meke some conclusions, and by the way bsfore

i I do so, I better bring in one' other incident, and that is the
revelution by ¢ thet Hagnin had written o letter that it the
Prench Maj. becowes a Min,, ‘it should be ready .to split and toke
i La Verite with tham, andcrajupee.u and lagnin have no doubt _been
"advisir.g" Haston.

. #hat 1t gll o g{; edd up to ia that when tHe world
Congress finally comvenes, -the pro-Stalinist tendancy who sees
boom, -the anti-Stelinist terndency, inciluding meinly Shachtman
who sees boom, the insular tendenoy shc saes bhoom, in a bloe
with perpetudl fighters for dewmceracy and any one else who they
can plok up on the way-~for politleal lines are far from being
clearly drown--c¢an huddle and make all the mischisf possible,

When I return in {ell, I should hr«va a better ldea
of whether T am running up a wrong trﬂu.

Yours,

l
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the fact ol
In posing/n new sBtage 9@ development both for the mass movement
and for the 4th, Com. Gabriel has correcily posed the dangers
that beset our movement in itz turn from the propaganda group to
8 mass wovementi--ihose of sectarianlism and epportunisme Thoze are
‘pteclsely the two dangers Trotsky possd in his draft of the Translj
tional Program. He added, that the greater denger for America
becnuse of 1te milieu, was that of opportuniem. I would sa,y,thlt|
after having seen the theses and sctions of the British and French
Majorities, that thnt 1s slso the greatest danger for the other !
segtions of the Int, for opportunism is not only a result of the i
milieu created by a rich country with a substrnretinl aristocracy of
labor, It is even more so the characteristic of thoae who see thﬂ
rottenees of capitelism, but fail to have any frith in the proleto-
riat's capacity to reorganize sccieiy. That was the trait of Menshev-
ism which Lenin had to fight, and which we now have to fight o ght
within ourown ranks. For s0 desp has been the decay of capitiimm
that not even the capit slists have any faith in its stsbility, thus
shifting all cuirrents of fear, pessimism, lak of confidence, right
inte the revolutionary ranks. The pertect example of this is that!
even the IKU, w.o think that the proletasmiat has been so hurled
back thet it resembles the serf of the Middle Ages, and that it !
is necessary once again to kave &he democratic pmlitical revolutiop
and the reconstitution ofnational sitate, before we can pose the |
question of the SUSE, world socialism, etc. Hpwever, so completely
did- the objective situation--in the first revoluiionary wave that
followed the end of the war and especlally- so the herolc actions
of thes Italian and Poliesh proletariat--blow their theory to bits,
that shey represent no forces The real danger, then, remains
those who havé not thought their deviations out to the th.orough
extreme the IKD 4id; those. who speak not of hurtling back of..the
proletariat, bui merely of its passivity; those who pepper their
talk of stabiligution by a few red phrase of the decay of capital-
ism, end the tact that the ultimate solution can only bhe the -
prolstariun revolution, but in the masstime the workers went not PO
but merely S5¢ more in wages.
. That sectarlenism--waving the banmer outside of the
4 wpes morensni--is oombined with opportumisme--asiimation of the
. objective situation as one that is fairly steble--in one and the
. oame section of the Int. ig proof enocugh of the fact that what
' .confronts us is a complex enough factor and, in order to destroy
it, politically speaking, we nust tear it out ef, 158, 709%s, and
igut is the methodplopyit uses in eatimating thefﬁliuation.
Yes, Marxiste begin with the stage of development of the economy,
but that is not kim disconnected from the stage of preduction
relations, and since both the highest form of production is in the!
US, and th ers too we meet with some of the highest formsxke of
the class atruggle, and yet it is at the sume time the richest
country and which gome think think will be able to save Kurope,
we will begin theres.

In America too the dispute in the¢ WP was over the
booms We refused to discums it at all. Why? We sald thet unless
you mean that this boom 1is not conjuncturel, but the kind thet:
gignifies real propperity asnd consequent stabiliasation of class
relations, we should disouss not the boom, but the class relations
now, and whet will follow the boom. For ex: rrd atrike;

- unifih g action,
ninsre atrike; generanl stri
Lenin on boom--1897--I, p.3B8B~9"Tusks of Russian 8=-D",18G67.
fatigue atrikes; againet value prod.

Economicnlly speaking, whet is the boom mnd what 1s
the sipiftdance of the two minor recessions we had;
NY TIMES, editorinle==Tnft-Hariley Bill and miners
strike
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" Workers savings; differences within bourgecisie on aid to Europe--
* Marshall Plan,

‘ ¥ore. mki vee produciion & yorid mkT.

Crisis: overprodustion or rsal relations in pep.
Reconstruction of Xurope, snd th.at includes Russir, although I'm
leaving discussion of thut for future when it will be on agends,
isimpossible except through yorkers revolution. New it canonly
remain battleground for next, war, which, with its atomic power,
thrextens civilination itaslf,

!
andly their so-called eco, analysis--beeis ie 1938..C3 alreddy spoke
of orisls-~I aish teo cnll attention to the cromrades thnt that is i
precisely wheh LT elaborated TP-- |
The bourgecisie itself sees no wayl
oul,

ripxkwginx syatematic mobilisatioJ
of prol, forsocial rev. |
factory committees
self-mobilisation ofmasses
That iz not to say -~the party's function is underestimsted, but
1% can be bullt only skkhxpidrefx when its riykmxinx propaganda
16 in rhythm with the developing class struggle..

aapan 15 a perfect exauple of the old Marxist truth that *The
 ~international activity of the working
¢lgss does not by any means depend on the
existence of the Int: Wkghlen's Ass.”

'

mobilisation of masseSes .. s: |

In this respect, the redl difficulty srising from the war is thet -
"WALI ended with Jx& Stalinist parties not only intact, but mass
partivs, If we seriously take our task, then we must not only
turn to the masses but learm from thems And what they asttempted .
to do in first revolutionary wave is statify plus_ prol. demoo.
Whet we must ccuntorpose 1s not mersly that the ¢apitalists cannot
plen-=but ne plan without workers direct intervention in p.p.
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Dearxr ¢:

The caucus sure has been gouing to town and I'm indeed veary
proud to be ons of them. When I compare our Bulletin to anything
issued here, the politicsl stature of Johnscnites soar go much
above, that I'm beginnlng to think that indeed we rius the
stratosphers. The last issue of the Bulletin, with Romano's and
Freddy's contributions, 1s particularly exosllent; let them just
gompare thsmuselves to the Scotsman who had the following wonderful |
examples of the self-mobilizstion of the masses to relate, and :
yet, because of the llne glven him by the Eritish leadership, con- .
cluded his speech not with hosannshs, but the lull in the proleta.
rian movemsnt. His was the only real comtribution to the atstifi-
cation discussion, and I promptly wheelsd him out of the room to
get the full story, and, of course, goet myself invited to Olasgow. -
This ia the tale of the omdnance factories, 21 in number, eupléying
a total of 28,000 workers; dmxix during the slump they had been :
dismantled, but during wer the factories numbered 42, and employed !
150,000 workers in the Isles. The particular factory we are :
concerned with is the Dalmulr in Glasgow:

A As you know, tﬁe\ﬁozgzabyal Opdnance Factories) are'atéter
fsctoriess It seems that throlgh the waur the stewards in Delmuir, !
. hho cams in constant conilict with the Executive comnittee of the !
© unions both because they were opposed to production end procseded !
| to settls many of their grievances directly with management, with |

" or without bonefit of the BE.C., got the follwoing series of
© acooumpllshments: (1) equel pay for women {there were 500-600 in
the factory and this immediztely mobilised the women to back wp
their stewards); {2)that the WORKERS THEMSELVES pass iipon the P
300 houses requisitioned for families bombed out; though;the.gov'ti- ;
thought they should be satisfied with the fact that these houses l
were raqulisitioned for them as requested by the uhilon, the stewarfd
comalttee tokk matters in their owm hands, end spportionsd thess |
houses to their workers on merit (whether family men, howaany . - !
chilaren; etc.etc.}; (3) when the canteen was destroyed by the |
biitiz, they decided to run that one too, ralse in pay for waltresses,
and general management, Made aund are ;gggggggqgg;ﬂjggﬁggllgnigs ;
i demands now that labor is power: (I)Eﬁational plamning commities”
" for ROF be establigheg,to be later extended to all enginisering
i works; workers representatives to the extent of 3 out of 8 be
" part of this committes; (2)the planning committees should supply
workers with estimates of sub-contractors, as there is considerabls
differencs in wonges reselived by workers and those listed on
sub~gontrastors lista; convenor and sub-convenor (that is the
chief shop stewurd & his mssistant} be included on this committee.
(3)Steps to be talten that there bs dirsct production .of machinery
instead of through privatefBBntractors, which is a fraud in the
firet splace, ag ¥eally all this work is for ROF} anything govit.
is engoged in doing in this raspect should be through nationel
planning comittees. (4) Demand that Labor Gov't. live up to its
promize ef. the "reorganization of state bursnucratg” as stnted
in its pre-election pesmphlet "Let Us Fnoce the Future® (p.7, par.7)
4f which 8 mlne coples were distributed by L.P.

Now, originally, out of the 47 stewards in this
factory 46 wers Stalinista, But the CP policy during the war
was 80 atrongly resented by the workers, and 14 of them left the
CP (most of our comrudes come from this group, including their
leader who i3 now our), and although 30 remained in CP as members
they would support our comrudes it the aotunl struggle. Because
of the many bvetrayals by the Stwlinlsets snd asesilug insffactivencos
(due to not h:ing te eontrol redundanoy at one period}20 stewards

became anair.:ists) 4 Weoame Trotskyists. The CP which hed 4,000
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mombers, dropped to 250 by 1943. And they tell me that the concra-
T tization of mxikamx workers oontrol of production 1s not|/factory |
¢ conmitiess as national plant Co !

'
;

s dwrn

T liked very much the draft you eent of the article on bleos;
it is of vital importance in the regourpment of forces on an
internationsl sccles OFf qourse, we have to leave ourselvea open
for blocs on defeatinm, aud particularly so atate capitalism, but
17 seme of the groups don't reslize what thg are playing with
in thelr zeal for defeatism, not to ask: for what? and which :
leadership is to carry out the lire? we would have confusion 5
worse confounded instead of olurification and o sense of responsibil.
ity for olaiming the loadership of ihe massea on a world Bcales I ‘
myself have acted very csutiously with Heston & Coe; but whereas
I wish to leave ell doors open Tor pogsible conviction on state |
capitalizm; thelr anslysis of boom and lull bodes very badly indeed.,
The 15 on the other hsvnd haes not been able to push them to the i
wall a8 we have the Bur. Collectivists, and the Min. here ia -
‘weak indeed in forcins a politicel line through; the whole discus.
sign of entry-non-entry, if pleced in the proper context of
reivolutionary perspectives on a kurvpean scaie at lecst, would

. nave had 8 far differeat, ad stronger, groupment of forces. I
nyself uy just rank aml file discussions wes able to infiuence -
o Uejorityite uninfluohced by the Min. fight, -first to sbstain, and
probably now, to fight on struight political issuese Whet I hopo
to do after being in France for a while is 10 be ublie to write
an orticle on the European acene thet, I hope, would rout the
boom-enthusiassts. .I may wnlt on the othexr hend ti1l1 I have alEeo I

. geen Italys - I wish firat to clarify our Americam position then

- while working on the Russlian position with whomever I can (I,'J.l
be handicapped by lack of French), see whether I caunot be invited
to contrihute sn article. {(I've slready helf sold the idea to | . °
the British Mine that I write en article for the:n on the economics
bf the Maje) o , E .

i
t
i

. Naturally, #PC may begin to call for me to return, but at | |
this point it doesn’t seem likely; I huven' t brosched the question .,
to 3, but it ias %taken for granted I will stay around, and I hope:

to meke myself useful. I do not think I should broash the ques= -
tion of remaining till world congrens, till after I have made ny.
mavk at the IEC. Sept. 15th, T¢ the BExktimk RQY really menns to .|
split, then my interventions, smell as they wers, both in greetings
and statifioation discumssions as well as individusl fulks, parti.
culazly to worker elezants, miners and ordinence workers, plus a ;
gollection of addressss snd invituticms, should maoke ms ussfil o IS
%ven if “hey do not mesn to take ths extreme step, I believe I
gbuld ¢ a lot to get discussions on strict political lines, and
not on who ssid what to whom, : ‘ '

-In leming Britain, and before I have sean the real
industrial sections (coml and steel; Woles end birmingham}, but
with a look et both London, which, as you know, is much wmore .
industzrial than RY, ond also of lencashires of the mills znd the
wooden ologs, I would say that England started the industrisl
revolution, Lut scaewhore along the line got left behinde A :rauto}ry
enploying 6,000 is considered tremendous, and there are many 1ittls
faotorius which ars really no more then workships that I thought
ouly axisted in the puges of Marx's Gapital as & purely pre~capitn
phencmenons There is not the alienatlon the American worker promp
feela; on the other hand he has Alpclitisal maturity and class

eonsclousness that 1f our worker, with his feeling of alienation,
had weoould kave truly gogial  revolution unequalled even by
Dotober. S0 I'm going to go in for some ocmbined thinkingeee
J {

,‘:.'_(_.’.( . ,lr.'_fc
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I love these afrigansl when they de something they dovto

a man"®, so that I feel that Leonin would at this time embrace them
vory warmly. 1 have just heard of the most remerkalbils of all

nationdl reaslstance 35 iﬂts -~the one thot has occurred--and haa
not yet been sguash ﬁ amaToutie 1t meams thet the during the
war o movement for independence from Prance started there and so
spontaneous and overwhelming wes it that, without a party or any |
other form of politicel orzenizatiom, (thoir trade union is strong
and haso 3 mine members), the pecple, literally en masse, turned |

out during sn election camwpalgn, disre zd entirely the est bnl
Fench golonisl government, clected thedr people, enscled thelr la LTI
eyarybody seems to belong to this movement; there seeams tc be no

such things as membership cardas; it 1s Just taken for grantad that
all are members because ull ayge Until 6 months ago it was truly |

o otate within s stats; new the French gov't. has sturted pressuras
from mending ewerms of seroplanss to followin; the leaders, etc.af,o.
{I met this Camerounien coamrsde, utphe Esnnot speak English; 1 or.n;not'
gpeak French, and he had to retugﬂ(jﬂ I shall heve another change

B2
ih

Deaxr J3

to moet him in Octe when he returnsdlI heve his address and you |
gould write in French to him, but sihce everything written 1s first
read by Frenoch police, I thimnk it is botter tc wait, loanwhile, i
gave him one of our Wegro Rosolutions, and what with the oontactd
we have in VWest Indies and Nigeria, etc. it seems to me we can
really soon start an African Buresu. This comrade, Chaorles, is
a remerkable young man who game here to CGT congress & yesr ago} |
was considered by the Steliniets as their prize, and here met up Lo
© with our comrades and is now & Trotskyist; I wish you coul meet :lma';
The movement itazelf, beccuse it has no politicel (1.es no revolu-
.tiomary political direction, but is only spontanecusly national | |
revolutionary) bes many, many lessons for us, hut while it is being
crushed and our comrades persssuted, it is dangesrous to write
about it, end so it hus gotten no cognizsnce in press, But in
circunspect terms we omn at leaBt Lst our comrades know something.
about 1%.5 oxistence; I cannot help but $hink that all these b
accidental meetings (I met him as I Jumped om train to Lyom) as |
40 various hive examples of the self-mobilization of the maeves
ESpMTReERaR, occur to me not accidentally but becsuse I am a |
Johnsonite end have my eyes aml ‘sars opam for just these noememty |
which we theoreticully knew must be alive, In ocontrast to th is, i
S

l
i

!

i
N

§

!

I can Just imagine what repor ts Judd sendas backl

Ty S

The French internal situution promises to be sven more complex
than we thought} for bosides the primasy division into Kaje and
Min; mainly on perspe ctives and what Craipeeu chozes to "spirit
regerding tactics®™.that is, evarytime he introduces o prinu:i.plodl

 ohange, partipularly in regard to the Staliniaste aud the I8 and |
Fre Min. objscta, he sphys it is only a tacticsl, realistic R
propossl and their 7spirit regarding tactics” is both ssotsrian
and stubborne~and the 2 other groupings within thhsz prizary i
divicions--the one state capitelist awl the other ™ow exploitatl
sovioty®-on the Rugeien question, the manner in whioch thase
groups blocs is so full of confusion that it will take some time
to disentungle and be corroctly orienteds I wes quita surprised
t0 haar=-but this is not yet from Guerin dirsotly since he will
not return to town till Septs 15th~-that the statecapitalict
group blecs with Ms]. on verspectivel On the other hand, the
mMmev exploitutive sopiety group® bloos with Min. and ‘suphasizes
much batter than ~ourt group the instsbility of Ruesisn socliety.
That pregsente a differont aspest to the quoation and I shull have
to huve 4 froe hand fto find out and decide nnd then loi you knows
I speoificul.y sont you the Huselan Dulletin of the Congress air
mail; and I all urrubglng as soon «s possible--Sincs the hoat is




- 2— »

keeping so many out of town Just now it is notpossitla to do as
quickly as I should like, although I av kept busy enough--as many
meetings as I can with the various tendencies. After orlenting
myself, I shall then expound. Meanwhile, while in Lyon I met
one comrade from the CC who has no position, or as he puts it,
i8 a "very shy defensist"; Palliet ls his name, he madse s very
good impreasion on me, we had a discueeion on the RQ, and have |
scheduled another one when he retura to Paris in Sept., and I nay
heve an opening there for yet a third grouping. I am sure he ig |
not elone, for exuwple, in, on the one hend, agreeing with the

genaral line of the Min,, but disagreeing with many tiings in ity

and refusing merely to raise his hand for the one or the other,
He disggreed very sharply with, for ex,, the ultra-leftist line

on the nutionnl resistance movement, and ihe story he told me i
of how tn the one hand the Gestapc worked in Lyon, end the other;

hand the Stalinists, was indeed rich in lessons od fully confirm-

ing our line, for thie Stulinists are = mass force now precisely
because of their work im the resistunce, snd we are laclated
becuuse we igolated ourselves, With all the danger the comrade

was in, gnd all the brave individugl Trotskyite acts he did, --~had

he done them 45 amxmxitys member of the natlonal resistance move-
meunt inatead of as a sympathizer out of it, we wouldheve been
somewhere. :

Lyon, as you know, ie the silk center of France. It

of the industrial revolution, Frence never got there at all,

The menufacturers here, for example, give out gll. their owrk to ‘|

the workers to tHeir homeg; home work I believe is s good stage
older then workshéps; in sny case, it is impossible because of
the @ispersal of the workers to have any eort of CIO union, and
it is Bopeless undoer these conditlons to make thece workers the
cadre. On the other hand, the district of Iyon, as contrasted
to the city, has both cotion factories, and metal workships, and!
it is thase cotton wurkers and metsl workers that sre the baokbo*
of the Sgalinists; thet were tho cors of the national resistence
movement, particularly so aiier the workers were being. taken to |
Germeny for forced laber; it seema that before then -the.De Gauvlld
character snd not tod mass proportions of the wovement wag 89

i
Zogland did not advencs, iu many seciioms boyong the beginnings i
|
!
]
{

apparent. that thers wag some excuse for our policy of disregarding

the movemsnt; but as soon as occcupatlon wan coupled with foreing
the warkers %o go to Germavy, the Magqui begln gotting the mesas
bsoking and the national resistance movement in general have a
zore proletarien characiers Paillet thinks thet the firet revo-
lutionnry wave, vhich definitely aimed at a new soclsl order, kas
‘definitely been stopped; that whereas the Maj. has no right %o !
¢laim that there hee been a stebilization of cepital, the Min,
hes no right tv claim that the present economic movement is
the same as tie gogigl movement follovdw ,the wer, He im a
young-man {29} with 13 ycars 4in the Trotekylst movement, but
with not too stronz s thaoorationl baskgrauwnd. FAe has done a
‘msyvelous job in the youth movement--hs started it and Dumas
has continued it mnd remained with the greatest autherity; the
saus coursds of whom I gave you a fnverable rgport because of
his behavior at the British conference, sndof whom I ghall write
more to the youth, We shail ses how this contact works out,

Now, then, the main reanson for goihg to Lyon,
which was to attend the sosislist youth conferonce wes a
vovelation in the real line of the French Maj.--anda goandrlous
rovelation it was too, First, let.me explain my interview with
Crajipeeuw vho directs thls works

gt :




He spid that thé difierenoss in perspectives and tactics was
clearest soen in the attitude towarda the socielist youth; the
Min. wished to withdraw them amd meke new youth and party. But,l
said,he, even the whole sooialist youth 1s only 2-3,000 vhereasi
the Stalinicts Wmx»x (not under their own name, it is true, but
as Republicemsi) some 300,000; hence without brewk-offs from the| |
Stulinists there would be no mass movement. The tactics therefore
should bemnited Ffront" with the Stalinists and on class struggle
basis break off considerable number who, with socielists and l
with us, couldform mew youth snd party. This is his interprete-!
tion of &N® revolut onery grEmp rogrouptient. When I seid that |
class struggle slome would not dictinguish the 4th; that the - |
Stalinists are for class atruggle, and if now chlleborating with
bourgeoisie, could tomorrow cinange depending on policy of Stalin
that sir ely a cadre wae necesssry on full progran of Pourth, and!
that this was more importsnt thon numbers, he said (1) I did not
understand the French situntion where the Stalinists were not for
the cless struggle, (2} thut ths T.Pe was precigely the program ;
concrete and wmore important at this stuge than sectarian flinging:
of full banner (By. the way, keep in mind s document on tha ToPe—<
the interpretation of this both in France and Britain mekes of
the Shachtmenites ultrn~lefi revolutionistst), and {3) numbers
sre importsmt becauss isn't the objective situation revolutionary
and yet no revolution, bsceuss the masses are not ready and the | |
¥xudprEkinx party is not there. He went into a further talk ofj
the importance of united front with Sialinists, the failure of @ |
the Min. to understand its importance, etc. etc., susceeding in i
maling himself olear ob ouly one gusstion and that 1z he has no

confidence whatever in the Fr. Party, or the Int,, as being capalee

|
of becoming a mass force. However, how centrist his conception |
|
j
i
L

0% united front wxm end regroupment of forces did not bacome clehr
to me until the scandslous afiair the following day at the '
soqialist y,ou%h;-;uunre:‘ence, #ere the following took place.

) : -

, i (L) The Trotskyist youth, who are in the Maj.
Minorityites, -came with letter addressed to soolalist youth with)
suggeation that they Imamxwiikz begin cdiscussion with the 4th

as to program and possible fusion, Paillet made a helf-hour address

~ My understznding from Craipeau was that, slthough he iomgrmmex P

disagreed with .the tactic of fusion, the comradss within the |

s0¢. youth, who ars Trotskyltes and under direction of Msaje woulg

~ support the open 4th internationalist, end agree on discussion,

and let the congress itself declde which way .4t wighes to move. |

(2) However, as soon as Paillet had finished, the
ngocialist™ { cetuglly member-of CeCe of Trotskyifes) answered
him, s follows: (a) for first 4 minutes he snld he was in accer
with guggestion of 4th and oven with its progrem, BT, (b) ho
prosoedsd for a full 26 minutes after thut to attack the 4thi
Mind you, this xkx 1s at & congress of the socialist youth,
who hove %o chose the path of reform or revolutien, and it is
at this congresecx whore the Fr. Maj. choozes to say the 4th is
(1) sacterian, (ii}was wrong on nationel resistance movement, (ii
overestimates the revelutionsry aituution, (iv) wrongly posed
the problem of fusion; the reul prblem was creatiocn of anew
revolutionary force, wiich would come out of united fron #lth
Stalinisto and other working class orgeniczations in actudl dlaas:
struggl e.

(3) I was extremely glad I had Loen there to witness,
this scandalous behavior, and to be able to influence it to some
extcnt, for I promptly proceedod to wite notes to Paillet and
the rsst of the delegation, thrt he should esk for gme clal time
to answer and thnt, in his answer, he should treat this , i
dipiomntically but n onetheleas doterminedly, as a betreyal fer |
to suggest united front with Stalinists, under the conditlons nh?n

!
i
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4th 1e openly asking for fusion, is net to be "fornths united
front sc mush a3 pgainst the Pourths This is exactly what Paillet
did,.

(4) The delsgstes of the Sucialist ;nve this answer by
our comrade an_oyation, standing up tc sing the Tntemational
and showing that the gopgrees was_toc the laft of the direat;on
given it by the Tprotskyites within who are under the direction

of_the Frs Mai,

(5) Pinally, the Stslinists had, preciscly becauss they
Tear the youth going to the Trofiskyites, offered the Scoilalists
tha roof of S¢. Petor's dome: the existence as n sepurate tendency,
~1thin the :Republicmm youthy with right to their own paperi
Craipeau tells me they turned a completely denf ear to the Stnlin—
ist offer, but I beg to differ, because when you consider that !
the motion passed to open discusslons on program both with :
Stalinists and with 4th, and that thié Sizlinists are not there
wherzas we hove had theiv- direction for s year, I cunnot take
his interpretetion at fece velue. '

¥hat will now Jhuypen is snybedy's guess; if the direc-
tion of the Maj. continues, we stand s good chence of having
everything fritter awsy, end we not only will not heve the -
thousand he so gkaximuaix confiiently spoke off ai the Pritish
Cungreasy; we will nod have 3he Fow hundred whieh ths Min. cohrads
tell me is ths more reliasble figure to depend upon,. '

It is evident to me—-I have now alac spoken to Demszzierg
snd Parissot, whioh, add ed to Craipeau and Magnin, includes the
whole leadershin of the Frs MoJe--that the question of economio
stabilisation, pro—staliniam. ad . anti~Sialiniem,” ‘united fronts
_with Sgalinist perties, and treating t.hem everywhere as eneny’
parties, have one "centralising” force nnd that is complete?q:
lneck of faith in mrases and in themselves; fear of fighting
for proleturien power end capitulation to ell centrifugal
petiy-bourgsois forces. Inder-the eclircumstances, by the way, it
seems to me that, without in eny way modifying attack on Germein,
our thesls must go all out ggainst Menshevism and, vhile hammer-
ing away at Germein thet the rez=on for these centrifugesl forces
is his false policy, soften none of the blows agalnst petty-
bourgeois defeatism which, in this unsettlea situation, ptaxmx -
shows confidence in bourgeois stabilisntionse - -That does not mean
unkx closing all doore to bloce on defoatima, but clearly putting
the condition for b‘.Loc to be the revolutionsry perspectives

Am sneclosing letter te youtn please transnit to COUkie.
I hope I will have werd from you re contributiou to Internationel|
and aleo now to. Pronch youth; I shouldlike to give $200 to Int.

ond 850 to Fr. youth, cun our youth reise the lLatter? i

3

Serry my letter 18 so disgrganized gnd incoherent, bul I'm
hurrying to meet Q. ond I did not wish tu delny news, By the way
I would have thought that vy Lebor & Properdy would have had
little noto, seying it is unpublished prrt of Rusolsn Abdkicles
as otherwise the article ends gomewhat in mid-gir, no? I'u also
quite proud of what *I" wrote in introduction to Harx's essays;
it 15 just what iz needode. Be sure to send that lssue to
French Party (address to Art & Culture, 46 rue doe 1l'Arbre Sec,
Paris 1, Franos} and of course all bullstins go o Br.Party,no?

I could stand for some sntertainment; why not send ne
enpy of the skit? Uy love and warmest grsatings to;,ll,
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Of course I did not rorget the vital nerve ol the
revolutionary aovement, naY, the reconstrustion of scelety on
communist beginningst I merely did not write you, because until]
I landsd in Paris, tho capiial oi Juropesn culture, which includes
not only art and literature but politics and the proletariat, |
I hnd not found them regrouping around the Trotskyites, But her}a
I am, and very proudly, as 1r I were young wyseli, found that i
the majorilty engagsd in the Reyneuli strike were youths' under 25}
that the Trotskyist youth were in the leadorship, outetripping i
e party representation by 17 to 2! So neturaliy, I sat down,
with pncil ir hand, and said tell ume wore. And here is whet I |
found ocut; ‘ j

‘r

f

‘ :

Dear Youth! i
|

!

(1)Two years ago, Cowrades Dumss and Paillat had 19.::1@(1i
the Premon Yarty congress to organize a district of party youth;
they were given 10~15 meubers to siart work in that district,

(2) Last April at the rirst conference of our youth we!
had represented 200 youths, who ar., by 60-70% proletarian both
in ranks and in leadership,. : :

_ {3} They have done--a group -of about 6 %o start with-.
remarikable work emong the socialist youth s0 thet its last confedw
ence, hold but a dey a0, concludasd with cvation for the T
Trotokyist delegation's presentativns that tue quektion of revolte
tionary program b ‘begun by discussions of gociulist youth with i
Trotskyist youthe The socimlist youth are eomewhere betwaen |
2-5,000; we influence about a 1,000 of these; end no doeubt- gevar.
hundreds of them with sctually break not only fronm 8.#s, vhich !
they heve alreamdy dous, but from csntrism as well and join the" p oo
Irotskyists to form mumxmx beginnings of oass organization, v

\ ) |

 (3) 'The prospects of a veal mass organizetion of youth .
ars not sxaggeruted, Among the movements in whith our youth :
work 1a one which will sound funny to you, but which has a real
‘militant traditions nere--the vouth hostels « They baganh &s a
sort of nauture lovers youth srganization many years bank; but
a8, in majority they are voung workers, snd as their camping §
‘equipment 1s tuvo costly (a nspsack fit for hiking costs 3,000 ‘
franks and so do the shoes) for youth to afford, and as hotels
are sltogether out of reach, a group within there began not
only to sympaethize with workers strikeg, but fight for what
-they call "right to leisure®. It is around this question that
our frotskyite youth is organizing itself--g good ntimber of the
members by the way come from this orgavization--giving the =~ ]
question of “loisir” the following interpretatiocn: (a) the worker
have as much right to lsisure as the hourgeoisia; which means
not only wne week in sumuer but ome in winter; (b) to make the
leisure possible-~and it is of utmost nocessity for working
cless youth-~the boases should pay for camping outfit gndbuild
youth hostels whers youth, in their hikea, can stay very cheaply;'
and {c) generaliy the boeses should pay £ay to meke availablc to |
youth aceess tu sports,

(4) Our Trotekyist youth began to publich a paper of
thelr own--1 have asked them to send you 6 copies--but, unfortunn
ly the party pspoer was in Ganger, and 30 they gave thell money to
koep La Verite alive. I was wondering whethex you esannot start
some campaign to help thew bring out iheir paper., Let me know.

Now, even though, our youtha dves not yet compara to it
vitner in gize or proletarian ccmposition, I did not think that
we have to be mshamsd, and in feot thought we could be of great -

ad




help to euch other, ond purtioularly so in tho educational fielq,
which they have had tn neglect sowewhnt because of the difficul-
ties in getting Hnrxist literature. I promptly procesded to SpouEk
vory highly of you, pointing out that as your ?irst venture gn |
that field, you had dscided to issue Krupskays's "low Lenin L 1
te

!

" | |
|

|

Studisd Marx"s They were enthused sbout that, and said would
you please send thew & coples {mme dlatoly; and they would translin

1t into ¥rench, und mimeograph it lumediately. They are aloo.
tronslating my Oytline of Copital, (By the way, Cookis, do you
think, that the Bhachtuan®osx would pert with their siencils of
thnt?) .

T think aleo thet you should immediately begin a cor-
respondence witROXhenm; their experience oun be of great help to
yous ipite %O dmas, snd have outside envelope addressed to
Art & Cul_ture4. Eue de 1fArbre Sec, Paris, 1, Frence., IT you Qo
collact any money, write them the letter, but send it to me in
cash & I wili trensmit, Stein of the SWP was present last April
to their Conference and no doubt he reported the work to the i
SWp youth; perhsps also they have o cupy of the youth paper and I
you can get it thers., In any case, here 43 the beginnings of an
international revolutionary youth movement, and from there we ‘
can march forwarde By the way, in order %o allow themselves for
s trosd mess basis, they have not in their constitution stated
thet thoy were poclitically subordinzte to partys so. that they
evs thne revoiubtionary youth, besed on the principles of HMarxiso
Leninism-Trotskyism, but not only organizationally but politicell
remsin sutonomous. I do not know how best it is to work out in
the US; this 4is best for.you %o decide after -tke fusiocn with' = | -
gwp youth., The Bhird Internubional youth aslways was politieally -
subordinate to adults; the Fourth, they tell me.in:ths 1938 '
prds:’rum.'--left-tkiéquoat‘ion*opeu.---; - ML LR

. How are you all? And why 48 mo youth writing to me?
Plezse transmit to all my very werm revolution greelings,

i
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o Howu \Iu a.alow and torturoua wuy?und I-canmot pradict just
‘ when it 4411 setually: mature,. but: the Iapﬂh‘undoubtadly moving
toward dropping the defense of Russial The.formula under which 1t ‘
-will teke: place will.be that the burequcgaqypie an obstacle to { i
- the.-development of the productive’ fobosa} 1tis'Already an obasteals, .
they aay,: openly.admitting flormain: was: whongiitocgive it a decade |
in which it could still develop.the produotiVe forces, but it is |
not yot "an absolute brsak ™ upon the productife forces, which :
would be- the bamis *for sntirely transrorming the manner in whigh
they weuld defend “the. last remsants of Octobdr: ‘nationalization,
Tplanning and control.-of foreign brade.” i Mean ile, they are do:ng
the follewing thinge: {1) definitely being defentiate in E., E,, !
and. {2) definitely stating-that- "defense of the
U b b,R.“ is not & slagsn "and outside of Russis. should not appedr
in the Madiines of the Fourth Int, preas"™; but is%a sclentidic i
definition 6f the degeneration of a workers state, never forgettgng
the Octobsr from which it &grue™;
end moreover {3} inaisting that in ths counterpoaition
ot Russin vo. America, "whersns we do not raise the banner of the
third cemp”, we nevertheless 'nesd not chode one of the two campa®.
They will decide on the sctual evoiution of the struggle, plus
charts nz to (a)the destruction of collectivised agriculture and
‘the infiltration ofcapitalism through the E.E. countries, (b) the
fall in lsbor productivity, which proves thc bresak. the-buresucracy |
is oh the deve of the productivs forces, and (¢) emphasige,- that f
at this stage, with war not being immedinte, we must. emphaaize
othot the greatost danger th the workers movement in Stalinism"
and that. the groatest danger to the. planned economy is ﬂpot tha
outside imperialist attack® but "the budeaucracy iteelf", .go.we.
.eall omlliupon ths Russisn workegzs to. -overthrow:it: aahan“1mmudiaxfw;
~‘goal ingtend of aonething they mtst suuorﬁinate Yo the defenve | "
‘of Russia®, vhich il mot- threatened by aau unemy as much a3 it ix -
“threatened by the nureaucrary. , T

i
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i - .3¥7 This ™ew manner of defense of Russial, whichrgx
" s "not at ‘211 a giving up of the defense of Russia™ as, the .
rdeféutists and revisionists® wish us t¢ give up, must neverthalepb §
be vigorously propagandized egainst "the conservatism in ‘our rankg"®
“._which continuea to use defenss. of Russia™n its headlines", and
"3therwise 80 "exeggerate the war danger® ss to make it sppear tha
‘"we mist now chose between Hussiu end America®, whersus now lis- +th
time to fight Staliniew and organize the ¢uly force that can lead!
‘"the fight both ageinst capitalism and Stdlinism, that ia the Foufth

S rimied

=

Now all this came out at the, diacuaaiona Just |
concluded, of which I am writing a more detalled ‘report tomnrrow.|
And & is this which prompted my cable to you to hold 'the Germsine
broghure for a pessible new prefuce. The trouble is that im blac;
in white 1t wlll only ocome cut partlally in en article Gsmain is
writing against Marcoux, and perhaps it is as easy to write an
tional articls after 1t, Just devoled to'it, as to hold up the
pauphlet nows Oy the other hand, I felt. that particularly as we
£irst dealit ‘with Poland where we definitely accused them. of belng

. dafannists, a change shouldbes inteeduced, pointing out that, :
inconsisténtly enough with their position ofdefense ang: 'atructur&l
Assimilation" (#hich, by the way, they nowks ssy ¢anh never occur
with a proleterian revolution), such and such is the character of
their analysisa Ope other polnt in which ‘I felt I wished to infl enc
somewhat the pamphiet, is the direct and wery langthy quotation wE
have from ¥Ysraltas I felt thuat bocause of the new alignme ts, atc.‘m
etc., there 1s no reason why we must so glearly allign ourselves
with thes politiocally, ospaoially the mannsr in which they are
making thelr opposition to EP_GP‘CGT
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as the denter of thoir agitaion. I would prefer in other words
t¢ s%tote in ocurworde; our position on the aelf-mobuization of
the masaes, and in o footlnvte marely meuition: that Munis-Pernlts
also approach it that way; although they draw from it the wrong
c-,eoneluston: of opposing: E.'-‘-CPJG Perhifps you yoursslf woditied
thnt aection a.lraa.dy.‘ "...nteai yeu ta lmow- a.ll thu facts,
T 1-»---»- : Nl e
no e Bo much nom llora tnmorrow--but do not
d.alay thepmphlet unleas you think what I slready told you deaerves
.. 4%, for tomorrow!s laotter will brifag not.hins ﬁ.ndamentully new .
on: quezti.on ofauu:la.. R s
oo RN O
Lol . Our American Raablutim goeu into next issue
of ?ourth' Stcmo's oritiodsn intc. the iseus after that; the Negro
Reaolut-ion they. ask ‘to.publisi instead In an  Intérnal Bulletin,
bsopuse they are.so'pressed for. «pacs, although they also said
porhepn, ths plece.you wrote for Memorial Issue couldbe published
in the. rourth. Let. ne know about the lotter; '

WP




9/4/47

Dear J:

We sturted out the discussicons, without the pressvcs of
the Fronch and British Manjorities; the first did not ever bLothor!
to sand a representutive; the sesond sent one 8o late that he

‘migaed the first discussion snd much of the seconds The first
discugsion was on the international situation und perspectives
and was glven ably by Gubriel, He stressed: (1) that we faced |
a new stage of development both in the mmss movement and in the |
movanent of the ¥nternational; th fira} beg us; T the new wave .
of strikes, partisularly 1n“§ru58§}/&ﬂd %hﬁ"gﬂﬁ e&&ﬁ!ﬂg crisis in
Americo which would have more profound resctionz on.the world :
sconomy ‘nnd the production relations thun even the war aid; the
§e0ond because we are sverywhers facing the transformution into
pess pordies and in that struggls we must combat the twin dnngers
of opportunism und aecturianisme (2)no "iumediate” prospect of
6lther war BRE or revolution (Italy was the ripest for civil wnr,
by the way, Uermain reported ®ho has just returned from there),
and it is precissly this stage of Anstubility of SREXERRAIIEX
copitaliem snd the ruin of the Zuropesn economy on the one hand,
end oxtrems vitulity of the working class demcnstretions, that
createsX the very best atmosphers for us, and wakes our optimism
for building masse purties, based on actusl realitys (3) new
singe of devalopment of calonial revolutions, nnd also in China,
where { this ought to make Grace feel very good) where, in 1946,
'in Beanghal alone, there were 1,000 striké and this number was

. excseded in 1947: He divided the wolrd into: USa-Russia, _
‘Btrasaing inmediate wor:wes not imminent snd we mub rot thererore|
make a chojce of either one or the other; instead we must look to|

. the'cris;a-in‘USA,'andﬂthe”bqreaucracy-1n,Ru£sia,Ewhich.was a i
777 "bresk om productive: foreas, having cherts.to:ashow what destructio
.~ of'colléctivized agriculturs: there was end- the centrifdgal tenden
C e ciesfevidently it is” there they will look, for tepiialiem); the
t - Urientt Jepan, India,’ Ching, IndoiChine; and’ the.rglscis” or XE,
¢/ Iunctuslity, the latteriwers left.for discussion under Russian _
‘questions’ Sirce, Mo represontatives .of .the non-revolutionary ; ,
‘pérspectivea were present there,’ ths discussion became ganeral, oze ‘
r of pure’egreament; I trisd’ to- concretize, and thenotes of my speech
' ‘are-herewith enclozsd. The discussion lasted o'full day.

¥
i
. - : o]
STt e’ dstond' serien of discussions,-lasting aleast |
I 4 dsys, were on Russia, divided ‘thus: State Cepitalism, 1st day;. = -
i Bure Collectivism, § cof next day; ¥orkers Statism, full day; and E
' GLacis and’ defensism, ‘¥ ‘duy,’ but by far-the most interesting and
' importanty’ ‘They were all led Ly Germain; I had ZmXXxkime equsl L
P ¢ vime  with ‘him“during the State Capitalist:discuseion; 1} hours each
and ‘§ hour sunmeries; practically full tins with Bim on Bur, Ccll;]
-4 hour on workers stiatisn, wnd limited nyself. merely to gqusstlong !
© - ‘when it caweto (lacdm. o < L G . L ‘

: S ; oo 1
The first discussion on the K, was not such ue to |
c¢routs the best aimosphere; he was very anxlous to scors points,

and to do 80, had to misinterpret the state capitalist position, |
and, even ué Shochtman, went to show that the Mensheviks long before
the appeurunce of J-F held that position, etc. etc., and caliing l
us revislonists; so beslde pregenting our own position affirmative y
(and I hed full and uninterrupted time {in fact I had more time th+n
he because questions were a separnte ocategory, ond since sll ques. ;
tions were directed at we, I had an extra full hour, so democracy l
prevuiled more than ¥P; I had a total, in other words, of 3 hours :
to his 2), I decided to hit at their tip little god's methodology,
stating that I presums that in the night all cats are gray, and in|
the heat of arguments all oppoments appear the same, but that adds|
abgolutely nothing to the olurification of political liness I also
hit ot him for dragging the colenial revolution, wh ich presumably |
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1
we would have to opposc 1if we ware consistenit in our putting so
zuch strsss on "tschuleal luel of production and backwardness of
Russian measges in retuining ocoutrol® If he were not intent on
sooring points (or was he aimins at votss of 001onial delagntes
here represented), he would have at least mehtioned our Int. Red.,
where no suoh fantestic conclusion is drcwn !p: us.

The delogates did.noct take well my attuzeks on Germain,
although they ware very polite, but so upset were they that by the
-third; this incident oocurrad, which I relate in detnil because I
belleve it is the kind of thing that the o mraqhg will meet in
the SwP, and it 15 as grmt well that they gea' Trom my experience.
I believe I handled it very woll.

{1} Although they are patient ard very democrsatic, the
international comradss are both convinced ithat they are rarxistis
"and our arguments are "%pathetloe~ and that thorefore at the end of
' gn argument, we should res:ly %admits the superiority of arguments
presented by them and sdopt their position. when this does not
‘occur, they become emblitersd at our "sohematism®, and then all
that they have been bruught up ouw through a superifical understand-
igg.of "In pefense of ~arxisms,. comes to the foro. gnd they
attack blindlye

(2. In the oasa of the present discdissicns, the antugonism
_ broke out-as followa.‘the Duteh oomrade. Santin, the most rabid
~of the sroup, seid he wishsed, before asking mere.questions, to state
.. openly.that:pe.consin srs {a; that.i ~ngwerad. none ot the - questions,
_i{b), thet X prooeed to- prouaunce .y _sghems, ., and-tnlk in my own
;language:{If. some ond msks. w3 what time; it is? Aiangver; It is
c rpefe reining), dnipitu all, Iactu "brought - to the: contr&rv, {c) that
(-1 am Farrogent® ard have the attitude &F .¥to hell-with all the '
‘quastions . asked).: they must-instesd. listen to. what I have to tell

.r.them",suﬂd that,. as an: ~xamp1e, he' clted, the questi;n tat when b

sho ed.me; the, nussian prisoners of war: to whou: he spoke had all

. -told him they. fought for:the.workers state,:I. procped to disregard

'it,- and eperk 1natead of; xhx "my - achoma* “But worxera, contrary
to. intellactuala, do not take thingu thst lishtly, and the workers
revolution is the most importunt thing in''thelr life and ir history,

.oend it is this I must consider and wol my absiractions® and {d)}

‘Q:;iinally that ‘he "does not like oy 1nok of 'self-criticiame

: o how tnis wasg 8 VFry delicato aituation. which needsd
-_both offeuse angd. defensa, and, parstnnlar distinction wade between

that)‘and the leadership, which without oven. realizing it, had

‘fostered that gspirit, althpugh they'nouln not -heye been so un-
di lomstic,xxxkn or as Pemve il you wish, .to state it. I made
the folleowing statement:
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Dear #:.

. +
-

© - -Te conbinue whers- I L:.un.c il m fun‘ hﬁd;‘ﬁ'a;g(? VWOEL W YT
lunch with hagnin..- und mtum to Gabriel's contribution on RQ. e

: There must be u.n 1mmedinte atruggle agninkt Stel not z
only becaupe it threatans the remaine of Ootober,. but, above all,
. thie only way out for the Rusaia.n 'prolete.riat -remains the world
revolut.ion.

. ¥In ths countries of “the glaci. takan a8 a polnt of
donarture, we are defeAtists, for the slogen of the withdrawsl i
0f the Hed Army, vhilch we natur:iliy tie np with fraternisatiom |
with the soldiers; in the USSR wo are for an irreconsible strugéla
against Stslinisme The Eye laje whidt  covers up jhe treacherous
character of .Stel, leaving the impression thet it is = M.hstion}
(I.left off here, it was in regard to meking it sppear a ques,
of "bad leaders®, .instead of nature of Stulin:l.am, arwd said herv
quickly in Fr. in conclusion)

Now the fina) thing that occurred in that di scussicn
%85 thal 2.G., vhile in principle agreeing with new orlentstion,
-sald that«in Ug, since thaet wes the home enery of the prol., the
. slogeu {would st11) have to be -used. OGabriel and. .Germain disagreed,.
emphasglzing thet of course US Agperinligm must ve fought by Am. | .
prol. as.main enemy, but. that fight. should not: bo conducted "under
the. sloge.n of the defense of tha dSSRg A
. R A T . e ams
/;r ;_—r_~,..‘.' St ,' -
.!i J‘_ ERRTNY 3+ B ST A . Lt T AR L B |
/" How Yo the jldsgt. da.y, ot the udiacussions, mhich dealt with
: »prutu.ema of nationsl :sections, buk .so-. aketchilyJ.the.t it need not
be. reported, exaept i;or JIndo Ghina. 4: Auuchor.a.ialaucien's z‘ogor‘ﬁ.a'__
T wodtlomont 0T et st e
ko .aIn -1930 when -O’D sunered. nplit three groups, semi-'.l‘rotsk is
o iceme outs<{l)-offiedsl: L0 .led by : T&Tﬁ;ﬁ'ﬁay (2)a group of -~ 7} i
“ve-Journalists and. 1aw,yers, Who -goon ‘diSappetred; frdm the scene, a.r}d_J
{3) ‘another.groug; drganize.®y ‘s comrade who.nad:been a member 1 1
of. the B-L of France; whichcalled .itself thswIuternationel [ e
Coutitinist Leage (of whick Lucien has. evidentviy always been a mambar
... whorhad foughtuageinst Te«Too-Tay.for (1):thevelsboration of & | |
. .atraight JTrotelcyLatcprofran (instead: of therattedpt of Ta~ Teo.Ta |
o 4o unite swith.left Stalinists:gnd form :an:org, .neither Tr-ist nqr
~Stﬁ ]t.and { 2): for.turn:to BAGSEs. and cunstruct&on of fseotory |
cells, R AT
v ,Ine 1939 (Mey:) prduring. t.he corse 91‘ 8 f..olonial eluection til
ICL :supported. the struggls of.the La Lutt¥e (the:new group of T?-
‘ UToo-'l‘a):and Torced: *it“to,a:}.nntct 1ta! -struggleiinnthe name of the) .
R §thi;They obteined.an unprscedeént: ‘victory,leaving Stal. withoutl N
S .-'praotﬂ.ca" 1y ‘dny influencevemong the masues. o: The IS then recog-|
' ;-.--.snizerd**t.he Jie SLuttei group ds »t?eu#dfioiel ‘group yand condamnad the -
e i tIC'L" therlattern; in: order HithiTg ‘dﬁﬂtpl’ino,“ then disbanded and
i3oined LaLuttle; onza-detalled-program- ‘1asting 86 pages.  In Aug. i
1945 the'Trotskylsts .micceded An-building trade. Unions; the La
- ‘; dEE I.uttof-'el'ementa, ‘howsver,; - joined «the netionalistsiin the qtru:,glq
HEEREE 1.’01* sindepantonoes: {The Viet: Nam,mhichdn butxancther neme for GP)
IR P SIS+ TV R X P S DR AN VAT EERSNAEY PRSI VRS aita, LLN T
L The Jhigh peak; ;01.. the niovementuistﬁugu.t-)gs, 1945 when th4 4
ICH organ:l.zedm:asa Adenonstration for independents 40,000 demonsgtrs
-2d. under bBlogans.of the.Trotskyists,” =ineluding workera and T
sjpeaeantis or.peoples committees, paoples. militda,:Constituent ‘,{
ABdembly y-down-with -imparinlise and-agents -of i‘oruign caopital; :Tor
4 socialist :world revolution,..In 8rigon elons, ‘there were 200 ‘

]
¥

.l

such peoplus oommittooa. ‘the k0, oompomu of otnlinia{pe @ntion 15
- and. Trotskyiste,;. were ichatraained by & Trotskyist who arpoarsd 31

-the wain pelitical.spckednan. of::the dercnsiiation, The 1CL &0t| 9}




-2n

got ite own headquarters, over mhigh thy Troiekyist rlag {a red flag
with 4th Int. insignia of a world strugk by lightning) wos Peing
. and'vhich.was guardéd by’ a-2udl wilitary guurde The Tr-ists had
o print' shop of its: own. 4. ‘aFmorad motor oArs.and; 6 cars.
In compllicity with the police uand the administrat-
N ‘i?p bur., the nationalist partiod.mana a oup ' d'etnt then, bLut. so
: vdolent ‘was' the' PBaBJnt nmoveuent-that thqy‘got Trightened, and
“turned over the: &¥rectién to the Viét Nam moveument, which 1s Siels
Howaver, &t 6 a.me of thut Auge 25th 1nuthc:bibgest squeare in
Srigon there wers REERSRE’ nnhody ‘but :Staliuists and Trotkyists,
“with the Trotskvists heving the olearest. mnss support and epplauded
~mos¥ eanthusiasticolly by .tho populace, .30 stromg wns this mass
‘rnevenant -th.t even the police guickly donnusd ICL or !itale insignia
to avold wreth of pecplaa~~The LoL. moreover fraternized with the
Jape soldiery (it Was Guring-the Jap. occupabion %111}, und so
great was the response of thege Jap. soldiers that they brought
over to the Trotskyist headquarters, 500 rifles, 6 machine guns
& 15 enses of mechine gun bulletas .In all respects the ICL wun
regognized a2 o wuss party, whersas tho elements of La Luttle, .
which now called itself . tine wkrse RSve Party, Jjuined the Viet Nam
moveuwent, on the bmsis of 3 'slogans: .{1l) for a republic, (2)for
. Vit Name, (3) for ustlonsl imiependence, and on. thelr trucks,
gontrary to those of the ICL on whleh flaw anly the Tr-ist flag,
: they flew, in addition to ‘their banner, those of the imperialists,
and now deoidedly rejected unity with ‘ICLe - They had in fact
attsuptied to apssasainate gsowe of our comrades,. but bLecouse of
sur 5Lrong mass suppord, did not dars to slaughter us yot.

: However, in Sep. '45, in the course of a colonial
aemonstrution, in whieh the French colonial troops shet at the
‘masses; they, ‘along with ctediniszts acousad. Tr—ists of .pushing the

: uuople ~to revell, . and: oniéept.-lay‘tha cnieﬁ;oﬁtpolide iof the
;5tal-48ts ‘sent .an ‘powed detsohment -of 500, ‘encircled the Tr-ist
heudquurters; where the coumitleo -of the psople wers 'in sesaion,

o -andearrssted.dis: leaders. (SO)oM On Septe 23, the Bre & 'Fre troops
‘v; arrived: tkﬁ viet -Nan-absmdouad. ‘their :orses and-in the confusion
. fkeda:. TherIGL ‘reorgunized -the nasoes in. the -syndleates and con-
nrstitutad aiwa ke ra wiilbia ot 250, ¥hich: inqludﬁd Japagneas non-
couniesiodod. man, . to. ‘peaist Erench araye. . ‘They ‘hed to retreat
5'Lilomatern, :8ince ‘the' oloniply, supperted: by Fre & Inge ‘troops,
o banks : :and .howitzers, wire n ‘murderous and ovarpuwarinb force.
{The -war. i5- nurdercus beyongd even any: fiatiunalized report; for .
fax., out:of : 500 Trotskyiats,Jﬁo ‘ware left) The warkers militia becaue
: -gomewhint 1solatod and .the Stuliﬂistﬂ;iﬂﬂediutely accuded then of.
baing provooateurs. RS
. senog o ioowyete. - Bubsothe.wqrkers HiYitks, now toﬁether #ith
v nabiqnaliat ATEY , - fbught,forali daysj :(the workers militla alwuys
. under-tho. Trwist. flagoand they ‘heve their. own-battle song und a
-beuutiful -one i, 48j-Lugisn. sgnghit for ua)amd “86 horolcally helid
;0f:the ,troops und won.new. positiona:thut tie Trotskyist conrade
whq arganized -thow ws3 wade. o -gsnoral. by . the -nptivnalists, and even |
tne jupsriclisis ‘adaitbed sk ia . superior: qualitie sy The
Trotskyists now- published ~their ¢wn :orghn, regulsitioned their own’
. predio-cented frum: the Fre: inpermallsts, hadvtheir own doctors amd
‘their ownlhospital serv¥ice.. However; wuch-ofrthe food which the
Jadvilign. pcoplo hath. triod ‘to. ee¢nd-then, wee: intercepted by the
viet Hawms The atruggle continuad for 6 montha, winning notuble
 Bugcesses, ‘but the'might of ithe ‘Gombineditiporialisiv and the
treanchery of the Staltuiﬁﬁs,,anded ‘the battlo in'n mgssmcres The
lending Trotokylist: ("q‘noo I believe isithe ‘nnnuey but I cannot he
uure), with-five. others; ‘died on the battle fromgh at the funeral
_the nationalists attended; over his- grawa;'which:tolla under wint
- giroumstances he fell,- thers is an 1nsignin. rending, "Xenber of
686 the I(.L, euutmn of 4the JFourthe™
e s \The -heroic fi&hn nﬂd the slnughto: of tha‘combinet

foruea 01 the 1mperiulists io beyond oom;:nre, hgvin, “Pr"ticnlly
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.<4dooiuutpd our forsoses, who fight for %hm untional independence ard|.
“ifer {hold your haty on thia off, since he wes considernbly eriticie
and the IS5 hopes to be eble to shap e thab slogen to Soelalist i
Asintio; but Luclen inaistod that when you consider all the enenips:
titey have W facw, new including Am. imperialiem, there is no i
other wuy out for them) Soviet Soeinlist Prench Undon. Dospite
tiie crushing blows, the ICL is now resuming ite struggle in the -1t
trade unlors, which is now btwecoming the wain problewm in Indo-ChilTe.-",'

This by far climwexed ihe discussions (I sm row tired
snd shall not write of India, ecspeciglly since you heve already
gotten report frow what the Indisn cowmrasde gave to Br. Congross)
sowe other ¢ay I wi.l olabornte on it}. The vitality and herois
of these colonials is really something to shout to the sky .about.
sven the ‘rather ridiculous loet slogune-ard I perticipated in thilt
discussion, and brought out k3 both the greater wviaue in sppeeling
10 the ASinti¢ Sosiglitt Unlov, and rouse the colonial macres am!
g whole, g well as ashowing there wns nothing in common with the |
econorkies of Inde China and ‘?rancc, oxcept that of mother oppresd
to oppressed, and not the integr i econony of Juropg--was 8o
conaraiely posed ond 20 motivated, us to show the complexity of
thils rovolution, rather then & capitulation to opportunism,

I am sorry I camnot tell you more of the Cameroon
revoluticn; nobody here seems to know wuch and the, Camerounian
cwill not return to Peris t11L Got-} you opn xrits.hin in Frenoh | -
: GamtiouBly to the address I enolose, mentioned that the Awm. comrade
whon Ye .8t on.ilhe train to Lyon ani who hs-d sivsn H.m JR.T'a W
Negro Raa., sent the _neue vo him, - . R £

g b b e

o A T

0, yas, one oth.e.r t.hing on the diucuss,*ons. In the lus'c
diacusa*on on the nrilonal nrunlems, I presemted question of
S5AP-%P unity (By the wey, Sterling ic here ag VobHerver", and
no matter wirt kiugd of- cru.zy reports he sends beck, he. wush ment‘ ‘
wy role, which instead of r slanderer of WP is alweys in the rekk ' i
copeo ity wet only of fighting for unification, but of oriticisk nF

meny of the things beth £ 3R and I3; I am the.only "o ponent™
praaanu) and again oriticlzed dear Jérmein (he is by ithe wuy a !
charuing chap, and has 'qlruud; since return to Paris "taken wme £
out"to dinner and was the one delegated to :anite ‘be Lo write -
for uatriswe} for his ridiculous article on Poland. whera he sa.td
the #P had cpossed to the opposite sides of the barricndes, which

surely did not help hwlux ths Wb ranks,_criticizim; SWp's stand

ard egpseinlly &0 fallure to give Wr credit for-its revolutlonary

defentist role in wur; and Giving advdnee "advertlsement™ to our]

Balgnce Sheet, which I thought would be of help to the whole Int

tn it pracent Tight. . I was raceived warmly, and the attitude w
~."I{ Shachtman warils anity, oi' which they are rmt n.t. nll sure, he
- oan. 8ti1l ha. o Ito" . ‘ .

Those gzusling, filthy, 5rd oclass train rides. vhioch
brought us baek tv Paris, and during which prrt of the time I did
not even have & asat %o sit, und at no time splet, has me knocke
out (it is two days since my return), so I will take a rest for
day, then alunnrnte speech for IXC, and probably not write for o
Tew duyse ‘

Chesrio
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Daar J:

ng cable had evidontly. thrown you off schedule, but what |

could I have snid in o czblej- Lt takes only 4 days for sn air mailf
letter to gat there, so it is best under sush circumstunces to !
merely await the following letter.. . As ycu, see now, it is not at ell
a gquestion of my.wishing to: mocerute the tcne against Germaine I |
believe that nmot only striatly. thepretically,- but politically as
wall, we make no comprowises whatever on thut score. However, the
usstion will not be. discussed the 10th, but first .t world affair
st the end of the year [thess dlscussions we held wure merely &
prepuration for that Jatter date, end the positive feature wes to
. knuy how to argue with wxkers slatista; our arguments previcusly |
had been gn exposition of state capitalism vs. bur, coll,), and by:
then I do not know whet the IS position will ke, and, in view of
the tremendous shif't made on the guestion already--the clear defeat-
ism in the glacis and the ™new manner of defense® of Russia itself--
I felt the pamphlet should be held so thet we do not appesr Lo be '
arguing sgeinst something that isn't,on the one hend, and, eon the |
other hand, hitting awey even hnrder =s to why the step is so helte
ing n one, This could be doene elther by leav1ng the text intact !
and writing a new prefsece te it, or the text could be modified (1
prefer the for mer) and sinca we' actually @ mot’ neeg it berora,“
the eurliebt October, and evet: Tirsy part’ of chembar would not be
toc bad (I cannot see-that that wnul& bring any. coiplicatiors im
~the fuct that' we ‘already” would heén’ be e nlrs sinca that is the |
Cone: th1n¢ that will continue ‘o~ distihgnieh un). I would suygent‘ O
© tuerefore thet you procesd to give-the text to the urinter aB is,l
telling hih ! there will be a’ prefhce ietter.' Aw soon as his articlb
' -agatnet Hardoux®is ot, &nd@ it-i3"thisd 'which”pili"take up the ques.
i o tion:of-thesglaeldy- I "shall "ir” Bail" ‘1% "10 'y ou" anﬁ on the hasis ofl
i that, 'plus my report ot the'discuasicﬁs, you could writa the prsfare.:

i Iwou2di- a1504prefer seeing it;'if possible bbfore it goes to print

-‘?*-I watldheve- micé mofe speoifico)
T H‘: 1 E

/- prinoiplew, but’ have uot'Vet: wedls ArF¥angenisnts ase. when to start.

' - -begsuss ' 50 mich* Ef whax as ‘seid was’ underlying and not open, snd it ;

. is'best thet sote’ Oﬂg ‘o’ wae there and’ hcarﬂ both the words and the-;

;lﬁspirit “withiiwhich it"was maﬂa, chack it '(‘The . naw paragraphs in
"‘the’Balance Sheet for‘8xamplson thé Britigh and French Majoerities,.

t - e
in

Slu o, L ad R

: orInvaitew days 1 ‘appear- bafore the Irc on bhe qubation of
our:- entrV, they probably Haéa'a ﬁaéority for’ it. but will face
- 8t11) -opposition ( orgenized by Shaﬂhtman?) froa some, vho will ar-
. gue ‘tliet 1€ we are! "really ® for 'Gaity, why~ did we lenve? (2) the [
IRG-in® sny case ‘willk "hurt e unity ‘by letting us . in, .as sh, will say
‘it dg a manauver, “'and "henc'e ﬁhﬁy‘shouldrequont that we stay out |
7 t1ll world- oangress., “Phe~ IT- Hdj v asked mé tho t;pe of queations
|~ we are used ‘to getting from Sﬁ' when did I see GannOn, etc, atc.
‘ gnd & continuous checking of’ dates. - The Ihdian dolesate 1 spoke l
to during “the discissions’ was lsaning in ‘that direction. Tha Br. |
¥al. sald yes and no &t the ‘shine tims. Thera ig 'st1l1l 5 days before
meating; snd T WALl -eet again with theee onpositionists, Jozk has
juat gotten to towu tbu.‘“ ', T

HE RO O R A - R

oI am thinking-QVQr your suggpstion re upen latter to
Nntnliu, ‘but wish not' 't dedide fOr a fov dpas. . The. IS, by the
woy, hes invited me to conduct twu oolumnn & montha Jor the
« Guctrieme; ons on newWs of intorest ih tha Ruaaian press, and one

* on-sounomit trendd ioZ'tie world; 1 & 1% yp, eache ,I.accepted "in

 Fronklyy I7@o* nbt care 14 gtart yet uinoa the tandeqpy work keeps
© mo‘quite” busy; and if°tAéIs’ will' alno ‘use. some of my trnyelling,
a8 ‘they- are’ beginnins ﬁb‘thlhk they ﬁhould. pqrhapa.gendins me ta
| Qermany,’ for thelx' purpds 87 1 $haYi* v ~uz"lete1v boggad dem.
i1 am dorry to oey thht' T a6 vot “think thay wili be, 'broadminéed"

enough to . consent to publishxng th;iB

B fe~ £ wair o7
g oot e -




- o
ice Sheet in French; I shall take it up with G when I seekim

fgl:n;:w dayse The oth;r printing costu I shull finfl out, and
w180 arrangemsnts of our ropresentation. I spoke, briefly, on the
latter with O during disgusciong; the representation as to goneral

. .dslegates is bhesed on' the U1 aongrers vhioh divided up the world

. mire ox less along those line, and then proposed that a;a.oi?. congress

" ‘decide bmsis for noxt. ' Moreover, they insist they sh:ll be v:i‘y o

il glad to mocept the suggestion of Shachtman-Munis as to proportion

- -repraesentation singce that would .give them an g\_fo_rhhelming ond ‘

- decisive majority beasuse of the strength of HWP, aud would p:z.c-
‘tienlly wipe off the wup the wany smsller sountries who do ng ne

" hnve more than 50 manbers} whaprsag the manner thay chome, a:t n
‘Bhowed we the mnthematical formula, would assure » QWro equ :? t
repradontations I propose uot to urgue on lhe question, On t.l-:e
mattsr of the Minority representation, the suggestion for a 4
cume Trom the Minorities we were not condidered aince"we nre e; . .
pepurste cutegarys DA you take the queatlion up witkj Ltein? He io
arriving tomorrow snd I shall take it uwp with & uud Steln.

Continustion af discueslon repourt follows.

‘Hers are sameples of dabriel's contribution to the Russlen dis-
puszion: PAy the seue time {us combatting revisionist tendencies
in Fowrth on it,fI)we wust overtome.the conservatisu within our
_own renks, We cannot guy that LT hus exhausted, the- question; we
U dust muke g ghose and.serious study-of the new:deveslopueits sivice
Y e danuot agree.with santin (the/conrsds who had
" -objected to thé shirt in empnasis and- sald hefcould: not promise
' "the slogan would'diBappens. from. the hegdlines: of his party's
publieationar), 'The defense of Russia is posed, in.completely .
" cohaorete’ termss,.the consequerioss of the .degeneration of the USSF

, . that ’ﬁé.d“;tékatj‘;bla,céfdg.‘;rig’g’_..iiﬁd'_\-hﬁ_.'oret,hq war,; and.particularly
" ‘bedpuse the ‘USSR had formed part of the world;siiustion when the.
. morl€”workitig clags was, defanted, and hence.we put.th s emphasis -
;. .on defense, . 'MArpximEReximcicnam, . - . -internal
St T eBédny e erd An'a (Giifergnt. situation,ipe mxeki/situntion
1s different, and at the sawe time a revolutionary ‘period hes '
/ begun and .our first task is the preparation:of the world ravs

'+ Staldnism-is the greatest "obstucle for the :wevolutimary movemant,

Lt

| A1l these 'cqr_i_’ﬁiii‘a.l‘:éiﬁﬁﬂé ‘must be _‘@,a;ker_i Yogether An-ordsr to give

| Y the“question of delsnize . the USSH.a Aiffercnt interpretation
‘P, than during’thd ware , Today. tha acosnt shouldbe ‘based upon an
' irrecoucilabbe . sirukgle againest Russia in.the ‘glacis und in the
. capitalist ‘dountries, ‘odey it is not like the war.when we had
7 to deferid in ‘common ‘with S¢alinism the Nazi attack; buday the
T, Utkard 1d 'no dommoht defdhise with' Stalinism, but o defenss of the
" Yelianants of October against Stalinism... We must watch closedly
J7whnt'is godng on in Russiam. | . L . L T L . ¢
ST e Y ere Prgt, tHat, Ame is preparuing.a, war against Ruseia
" “canriot’ be ad argudent for defunse in s military sense as we did
previously...Stulinisu is becoming the No. 1 enémy in the USSR
as well as elsewhers 1o whol remains; ofthe; buses of Octobers In
 this aéqu',"qu?:;de!‘g;iép: ofl Rugsie 15 cgmpletely subordinnted to
v bhe triumof the' vighad - ¥8¥olution and, the interegta;of the worle
7 ‘proletariat s well us the Bussimn, = . ... | '
S teieThgre 1B R elear, nuence: here.. It umust be:brought into
- eorrespondence’ with” ouy perspectives internationally--a period in
. “¥hich we can régroup the revolutionary, foroces, (He had spoken here
cv Blecof the fad that Stalinisi. hud resched.its. penk also in YeE.
1 uhd now glves us i chanoe ). Above all, mtalinisu remains No.l -
- “obatacle in’tnd puth'of Fevelution.  If, in faot, we fail in this
. tagk oiiThe 18" not Detween Hussia and America but between tha
bourgeolsie “and Stelinism on the one hand and the taks of 2!%5‘14.-_\3:-er |
proletariate,e, - <7 | e
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Dear §: . L
_ I just had a most satisfactory meeting with Gmbby, and this
once again shows how much superior he is to the others, not only '
in organizational matters, but also in deuling with political op-
ponents. Both Phelan and ‘Germain had told mwe that the Balance
Sheet could not be published in French, wainly because of money +{The
monay pnrt happens to be irue sinze, in order #ot to sin regarding.
demccracy thev have put out much, much money to publish such tripe .
as She, otc., end got next to no contribution towards it) Bui when
I put it up to (e, he said, Of courss, they would; it was impoesible
to trenalate any such great mass of material foy IS-ench was glven
nn nglish copy and arrangsments for the only two that do not know
1t to get an orsl translation--but 1t would certainly be done for
confs; it way have to ve doue in mimed foram, but they will try
printing and it will be donee. Heanwhile, cend a couple of hundred
if we have thrt many, to be distributed to all sections. Have note
accowpary it as to which sactions we had already sent somes. The
same will be done for our anii-Germain document; they will distribute.
the English to all the sections; and they will take care of transla~
tion. {Ths correcied coODY of Grecets document I havided in; they |
slready started trsnslaténg the other version I gave them; I called
attention to new first page, etce; it would be safest if Grace sent |
ah air mail immediately, calling attention, puge by prge, to chsngcsu
- Adeo, send thom z bundle of 12 of Marx's Esseys, snd they will ordér™
more ns they take it up officielly. Se much .for documents. |
We then discussed representation at W. Ce I pointed out {
that not only beceuss of our contributions should we be represented, .
-~gid numbers should be wade a subordinate factor to that,--but th b,
a5 matters looks now, they really couldn't sey any one alss ean ']
represent the state capitalist point of view for use We, for ex.',L
will muke ss a condition for a tloc, the acceptance of a revolutiohs
perspective; I will have & chance to meet all defestist groups'aooia;
‘but vote on us shouldnot depend on thet. He said; "what do you |
want? " to which I answered, "A delegatie with voice and vote.™ He | /|
gald  that that is exactly what he would recommend, s0 I. presume that .
now it is up to Stein, whom I will see in a duy Or 50 (The J-itsl |
. topic first gets discussed Tri., which is the 12th.)’ . -

Ve

|
[
|
g

I told him you suzgested my writing an Open Letter to Nata.lld.g;i'
evidently they too would like its I shell dratt a cvpy “hen I have
all documents before me-~1 still have not seerthe one on which she
collabornted with Maxfh.-—-and senél 1t to you. I still think that
g preface is the better way %0 hendle the change in Germain; our |
eritique remains valic, and. we merely call attentlion in preface that
new interpretatlion is wnavoldable because the conception of degensraly
ed workers stezte so clashes with world revolutionary perspective. |
The very minute his article comes out I shall air mall it to you,
but I de not think the printer should be made to walt that long,
although, as I pointed out, October is in good enough time.

I spoke to lialaquais re printing cogts (gkéo to our peaple;
will know sumething in a week) and meanwhile he became very interaste
-in Jok's MS, snd sSeid he would like to translate it in Freuch, etic. ’
ete,, then he sav Dick, who denied having given us a MS, sald in
fact he intended to rewrite i, enlarge it and have his publisher
undertake it, etce Naturally I was qulte econfused by the report;
he promised Malaquals he would c¢all me, but so far 1 heve rniot hemfd.
With that M8 I should think ii wouldbe better in any case to procged
in US becnuse paper here iz very cheap ani E0 are oovers, and whether
it will be allright for our pamphlet; 1 think this, if it i=s atil‘]ﬁ
surs, shouldbs trected with cars, grod 1,000 seems way too few gopies,
Iy the way, since run also makes e differencs, and since proofs |




would have to be sént“te U3, and probably also the binding wouldhave
to be done there, to avoid high duty, I doubt there would be more thun
a 1/3rd at moat suving. But I shall see; howsvsr, T d6“not think, to
repeat again, that thet shouldoonoern Dick's M3, Malaquuit has arrengsd
for‘me to meet'Bartre; who'ladt week wap viclently atinoked in DPravda,
. amd'who i@ beginning toiguestion 'whiat kind of state Russia is; I shall
' take’shance to-spoak té'him’ about Grave's esssy o 'Phil's book; I do.
hope I shdll heve''rsdeived It by then, I
i Pooond o om0 R T
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9/18/47 |
|
|

Today'o lettor from John spasks of the fact thet prcofs orl
anti-Germaln pamphlet were resd during the wesek-end, and I thez-b--l
foro fear that you did not ullow time for ms to proofread and that
my telegram; which I sent lumediately upon recelving the proofs, |
ooy not have convinced you %0 muks chenges indicated, and I hurrie
therefors %o send another osble to emphizsize points You have no
doubt by now alsc received the Jetiter which sxplains my reasonus, 1
and I thought it importunt enough also to nsk to be exoused from -
the IZC for an hour, thet I ouy further elaborste, this time upon'
the second cable and hence the section which ap:lied to Britalv, |
I will begin o repor® of tho IEC wiih this questlon, though chrong
logically this hao just been conoluded toduy whereas Int. & us ;
game in first purt. (But for that report you will have to wait
t111 we have conoluded our ssgsions,)

Deur J3

t

First, o be ncted is that the politic al report on the Bntm
quection by Gabriel wus wuch better.than any of the cother matorial
on it, driving hard the point ¢f porspectives to the end, and em-l
phasizing that the cerniled discussion on boom, etc, was actually
only an illustration of ths fact that what bases cne's pélitics oﬁ
is not a conjunctursl revival, but the whole REuropean cconomic
perspectives and actusl stage of class strugzle and what you may
expect it to develop imto, based on the objective situation, etc.lete
dore or less whut we have been hitting ate So thet inmedistely m#de
unnecessary {where we wish to inglude lnatest developments us £1- |
lustration ofour general line} repeating the point on Britnin, and
we wade it autficiontly in Polance Sheet. -
_ Socondly, this Leing a unlttiaal gntharing not an academi
‘one, the question of tactic: into L.Pe assuned an entirely new ligh
-sinos the-Britlish Unj., now conasented to s solution to be wa.-ked o
out by Zmzem Jabriel, Stein and Hastod, which resulted in the Foie
lowing: the Br. Iin, be permitted to make its own expsrience, but ‘
that that be done completely outside of the party, sothat the Ehe
party does not have the overhead 9xpouue of & dounilnued faotional:
fight; the iin., in other words work under I3 dirsctionj the Xaj.)-
work g the line wan dewocratically decided upon by its own member-
thip, a@l that the ouse, within a certnin pexiod, be reviewdd fori
finul decisvion. Now, I believe that not a little part in convincing
the Hnje. not to go headiong toward a split with the Fourth was pr
cisely such matters as our Balance Gheet, Judd's presence there tgp-
ing to convince them for a bloc for "demooracy in the IS%, etc. e
(I, for example, tuok the occaaion in porsonal note %o ocngratulaf
Haston on decision on ground it was not only a solution, but a
blow %o all those who counted on just such differences to bring -
asbout a bresk in the Internationzl, and when he answersd that if
they hed the mejority he has in the Bpitish party..:sI replied tth
I wes not unaware of sh y centralists becoun expendeble, but that|
the infinite udjuatability of Shachtuon's politics wus the dnnser
end we are friends, finls.} Uwder these oircumstancos, you can
soe why I eun inalstent that this bs not made e point in the document,

The article of Thomas I already expleined m the grounds o
tiie character of Thomas and his politics. I wish also to add tha
we cennot afford to use the metliod toward any singls articie that
we used, say to Coolidge's wrticle on genersl strike. ‘

A8 for pPalestine, it sgems o goneralization that arises. ou
of an enthises thuat seems to be incontradiction to factsz} the
generslization maxkax can bo made in xvegard {o another situatlon,;
which would not be contesteds |

e
' PR —

|
|
|
|




9/19/47 !

Dear J:

" end of suume 9 doys of talking, that the rosult w.s that when the
political Report came up as the luset point on the ageuda, no one { pres-
tica.ly) wished to disouss it. It is the &ame ons I reperted @ giving
at the internntionsl disccussiong held in the Alps, and it was decided
thet o resolution on the basis of it be drawn up by 13, then aubuwitted

" 4o natlousnl leaderships, stc. Along with the Nin, or the British .
section, I wns merely an “chservern} thut is, pressnt with no volce.

 or voie except on the one cuse in which epch wes particul=rly concerned,
whichk, uf couras, in ry cese, wha our a peul for cnfry, However, on
the yoltticsl report, I did feel :ike maring cn snteygatiopn) snd soked
for Bspecinl permiszion, which w.s granted, and during which I presentesd
{(1)The discussion around the Tei., published by ua in Zalance Sheet, a3
& guide %o method of myprouch of the present situctlon; (2) A short
gnalyein 6f the Freroh situstion, which raquired a vembination of pro-
pagands sigd agitetion sround Jenaral Sgrike plus S5p-CP-CGT, in contrast

. tc what the Fremch Periy wes doing whoseix policy wes charetterized

| by u combinction of opportunisu--precenting T.’. o5 & oiniwua progrﬁm,

vacillnting on Stalinism, eise--and sestarigrism--dropping SP-CP-CGT

Tov "hor¥ers and Faroers Govi® and {3) The quesiion of mar ;et::engvsag 1
ssq% shich G correctly presented us not lmminent,end therefore demanding;
N

of not a choice of one or the other, but of £he revoluiionary per-
epective which included the frct that the mein enety of the Russien| =
proleterint was no% Amarican- lmperialism, but the Russian ”burenuEupoyﬂ
{™if you wich to call it that), Just as the main onemy of the American -

proleturiat wae not Sialinist Ruasia, but its omn bourgeoisie und the
1abor bureancracy which kesps 34 tied to the hourgeolsie, T

. | The only other time I intervened was when I presented our
cage, and on thet I enclose my spoech, but not my rebuttal, which was .|
. very brief, and deelt mainly to the objections of the Indian delognte, . A
! whom I finglly conyinced to vote for our entry, and tha$ of Geoffray, B
who waa the only one who voted against IS Hesoiution and wanted.to keep
us Auspended in midair t411 Shechtman eaid tnequivocally that he' hrs no '
objection. A : ' o IR :

‘The Britisk quostion I elready reported, anl it is thé'beat}

Finally the I8y sessions are over; we wers all so frtigued 55 the

3

~ thing that cumeout of the plenum, which hnd at its beginning hangirg '
over it a possible split, The French quosiion wae, theoireticelly,: '
also "solved”, but actualiy it is only an arwed tHuce, .but that qugstion
45 Bo involved that I Leeve it for pnotier duy when I em nob so tizeds
However, I am enciocing tlie Resolution pussed, and the gountsr-resdlu~

‘tion by our friend Jock who played scme role on iliis questiou,'rba'ing i

eatuslly te beok up the opportunisn of the Fye, Majority, and yet wishing

somehow %0 gbaolve them, wnd be mobjectliva”. ' I B
I heve not yot Reard from you regarding oy su gge&tionwf

for my return mid or end of November but I am more couvinced thun gver

that 48 the only courss, I shall discuss the quostion with Stein and

0 when everybody has head a2 good long week-end's rest.

I encloso ulso Natelis's lettor, and now adieu, |l

o
\x$\p\‘\ﬁ;;. ' i

nm going to bed.




8/22/47
. Demr J:

Becuuse we are liq,uidhtinh. ourractionYOQtobar, and my future
reports will bs only to you, I am hurrying to apprise you of one
deveiopment, though I would have preferred walting till I have
something. more accomplished in that dirsctiom, but, K that probably |
will not be until sfter we no longer exiscst as v faction. It concerns
offe of the French groups: Chelisu, :

A8 I wrote you when I got a hdd of the bulletins of the :

., Franch conference on the BRussian Question, it was evident from the

. document of Chsulieu-Montel %hef, although they called Hussia "a new
exploitative soclety ®, they were very close to us, cleser in fact
than theone thet culla itself "state onpitelist®s It was then I

. wrote the SC, saying I neod more elbow room here. However, what was

- not evident until I wet him alter hls return from the holiduys—-it
is onie of thoge things you cun only learn on the spoit, gnd not t.‘hrough
correspondence--1s that he is not merely closer to us irn&c‘:eption of |
defeatism and world revolution, he is & find all Ly himself. If nag
Zein him, we have 9stublished ourselves mnot only as an international
tendenoy, we have found a collaborsior who can amount to sowmething
in the future developuent of the "avnlutionary mu'rement., actually

, and. theoretically. o o ,

g -

: He 18 .8 young. Greek (only 25) who ha.s 8 maatery of the !
i dialectic, he:is now transleting Hegel's Logic . intc Prench. He i
entered the. ,Qreek -GP-in:19736 ; when he was.onky (‘.&} .He .broke during i
&

, | ‘the war,:became, dere’_ﬁst End a8 suon-entersd the-Grsek Trotskyists
1. Hp.i6.entirely,: Oppoaad -t0:the national:resistance, movement, and is
g :lt ultra,-leftiat. ‘but- a8 sound -in actual revolutionary work and .
courageous And sane approach as.you:can;imagine.. He:came to France
in 1945 (I baliw), giarted. fighting.ata. (Garmain and @ and everybo
i

@, who ds. b;.' fa. thc most sensitiv

T ‘Bolahevik in t.he Int., ‘recommend a8, "sxcellent . Kautaky! b,.,".Eaanpmic
U Doctrines of K.arl Marx", which 1i% qrally atinks to fiaaven.) under-

i consump‘:.funiam and’ derensiem ot Toncs; otherviss, a8 X:80e it he woul
p have . sone much rLrthar t.m-.n Gamain for -he.iz. ihm= :by. far the supeﬁ
; He.fights .bureausraties, ;but dees not go - haywireion:it, as does
A Gallienna Jon tng.one hend ,andﬁunia on theothere He 'agreed with me
1 ilomed s r.tcl,y tha.t $het nust be.fought within political.icontext, withi
! ‘framework of Inte amd soberly, although when it comes to French
" matters, he gets pretty.- hot, and did so with Frank who is no worse
: and somevhat betier in fact then our Amerira.n counterpnrts.

| - LT i J“‘ ":"'.‘ L. e 7 S
"I:‘ . He ;does not.sccept law of (va.lue, Jut- that-is not absulute;
I we are iu the-process of:Berious<disdussions, and 1 - have hopes of i
{,‘Wninning hime .He.dees not japcept SP-UP-0GT, but:he does not do 80 &g
those wno -say. they- wiph-notaing .wisth- istuliniem,: or. tha.t it is abso-!
. T lutely excluded -te have -euch :slogans, ‘but: rather-as unnecessary: H
: peints to .the fact that Lenin did not.osll for a Menshavik-Bolshevik
T Govt., but .for all power to the sovie ts. which .were. Nenshevik controllsd
_!’ and our stress should be on t.he factory amd. extra-parliamentary
| coimittees, etc. But when I-pointed out that #hers are no soviets
i in existence,,so we,. Oannot have an. eamotw parnlltl ‘slognan to that
oot Leniu'a, and. that if..the. manner .in which we -propagandize for
i EP-uP-bGT. puta . its main . emphasize .on. workers commitiees, we acc omp-
| l ah botk taska, hei said’' he does not-agres,: but i19-villing to redis-
C cuss with mes; .He . thinks highly of all.oup werk, Ls: very hnppy to :
’ meet some one. who doosn't think that Marxiav ohilosepdy ks something
i rof.errad t.o but rever appiied; hus o tendenoy ‘tollstress politica i
: over. eeonomios, :hut genernlly. comaz ouk: not'-too far! wrong be BEs | '
.. the. digleutﬂﬁ get.e: hin. there, . Hhe group is . cvorwheliingly pg":'ictari,a.n.
Ha agreas (1} that he must write immediztely:against’ :Bhachtman, as




his posits.on hos nothing in couwen wit, him, Glthough Sheghtman in
hie usual unprincipled manner Lo trying to pretend thet thio group
has a similer view anc hils atooge hers wates with Lhaulieup {2} thut
it is necessary to have a long-term, not a shorliterm perspectivo
regarding any change in the international, that nowwe bust brok the
forces that'are itz core, although he wishes to make a clearer dio-
tinotion than he thinks wo' ars moking; (3) that it 4s nocessary to
have » ¢adre that is not limited to any onw queation, and that
understonds the aerl ounnus and 1rategra1 oonnoctjon ci‘ all nspecta
of Marxlsme

EBecauso this is the biggest thing that has happened since
my arrival here, ard the iuportance of this task, I have dscided to
¢ut some of my travel, ana reuein here longer, aml ufter a short
trip to Italy end England, retwn hsre for the Fremch Farty Congresc
sometime at the beginning of November. I am %o address his group
next week; meanvhile I am sixious to have more preliminary meotings
with hime In a couple of weske I ought to be able to report more
dafinitely. but I wished. hurry the 1nfornatiun such as it is for
the conrades,

-y

T am t0 meet G tumerrow to take up- such things ws relo-
tionship regerding finances oh bulletins; my proposition heretofore
. has bsen that wa undertaske full cost of ‘Fpphlshetion of Germain
putiphiet; snd let them handle the French; that means the coples
in Mnglish we would send them (I shall find out the address.for bulk
- shipments . and send it tu 3) and they oouldkeep the money. 1In view
- af *he foatothet we =ill no.longar -be s! faotion, -that is bast,

‘although 1t would put us in.a terrific-hole: £inaneislly. But I -
‘thiuk it 48 definitely right to.sell it to- SWP; 'and get money to
defruy -our. expenses; I Cnunol see’ *hnw ‘They “gan ahjeot -since it is
reoogui.zsd ‘by all:ithpt- that is the: divi.d:lng qu.eatio iigince 1t is
—our Dill.constitutionsl ‘end: othar ‘rdght. to do’ &0 x-e'&punaibly durin,_
. .regiiarX.conventioh: discussiod. “ ¥ believe" J?c will be resaonable;
.. batiof course he will not-break:his beck to: aell them for up, s0
- pnything #e can:i'do . before entry, orifirst week arter ‘should ‘be done,
2 Tha.anly: thing We have to imtoh out 'for is’ t.hat our“comrades do not
©-think-thatiis bhe- giret duty and get.thet t6-be the bpsis of discusd
. sion 'with thefr mew comrades; but if ‘they “do’ 1t -sobe’i-ly. 1t 18 oeke

B the. whola, 1" would ‘sigee st that just before: entzy, ‘you tzke up

U with PG ‘pradissly -such: o:ganizational*quest:.uns a,nd heve en under-
- standing, which!‘undexrstanding Wwould: s.lso’hc understcod by the cls.rka
and J.’ranka who will think tney oan st.ep on us.

I ses that we see eye to eys on Munis-Rulaliae. TFirst
' upon resdivg her Upcn Letter to-the French -Pariy, I thought I must
write an Gpen Lotter:to her, und: halfspromised Horris' to do mimix so.
JBat then: I hulkede -1 thougat; ‘why ghould T do 6P th not continue
Aruly persvnal Tettsrs? . "hy: notnlteave"nysolf ‘roon: :l’or colleborati.m -
if they give up their: ruoush organizationul course (And. organiza~
- tionaily;he 1's making-a perfect L) “or *hi.mself. you ahould see the
ridiculous mahney of 'repraaentation he ‘proposes, 'that the Ewgk:

. . Int. olaims, by the way, ‘would give ‘a ma.iority due to proxy votes,

‘oto.  One ‘example will Buffice to show you how: ‘ab'solutiely unfounde
_his counter. proposuls arey - He proposes to- gi?e Oula” 4 votes on
basis that, slthough it is a small: ‘group; 1t ia 1urge ‘in relation
. to. populat:lon of countyy  ond¢ henoe: importance of’ Trotakyiam. while
. Gerumany he giver only 2 votesi)'- Politically, we are absolutely right
‘in-oriticising him, and I think it ia bast oxpreaeed in the anti.
Gormuin.: (we aust insist thut taoctics aren ¢ *moroly tactics, but
. sowethdes sre.the real concretisation-of both stmitegy’ and concepw
" tion. of proleturicn revolutiuni: and SB-CP-COT" An'Prince, especinlly
- after.being here. nni seeing the Frenoh proletm-iat beginning to
wove.away: £Ton Stal inism--ell importnnt strikes wers againaild
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. Stolinists--and yet in that party, I am more than sver convinced thet
" the slognn is en essentinls It 46 not by wooident that both the ultru-
leftists nnd xEmgxriem oppertunigts huve given up the slogan] they)
feur really to tell these workers, demand your 1 uders tnke powerj |
- the pinute they see 8 percentege move awey, they think they will comne
" 40 us without furthor adc on tho one hand, and trembling on the other
hend, to leave them huve their experience.) |

But we muttalso not let ourselves Le roped in by SwWP ;
* who hes its reasons ror fully disorediiing hiws 1 have therefore ‘
declded instedd to urite a very patlent, sober personrl note to
“Netldn, wna let it go at that for the timo belings

The deley in WC--it will dafinitely not be botore
Spriftig--and the s.poarance of Morris and sylyia hers {they will
rerein for many o onth) shovs that they wish teo delay the congress,
not begause they do not kanow vhere it will go, or because of pressulre,
but, I am sorry to suy, becauee they are interested in Jiteralls '
destroyin, the W, and they fesl letting them hanging around for eoi
long will lesd to the disintegration of the partyé Jr°C is not the,
kind of man that lets himeelf bs fooled; he was, you know, really, !
by thinking unity would occur in two months ard he would come with |
. graatect game to ¥C. Xow that Sh. pulled out, he is going to let :
‘him have it os only JPC knows how, and I truat JPC to doa thorough
Job, Zven a guy like Sterling has to adwit that She. has besen a fool
aii - bunglsd averything ups We're gotng 1o have g -tough battle, .
to see that politicslly it is destroyed, but that revolutionists just ;
don't fali by the waysides DBut this will have to Lo left until I come,
home; it is Not an urgent uaLer. Unity, for sxsmple, wae not on ]
the agenda at the IFC; they moroly reafiirmed they were for it as o
befora, Dut po_one  (that includes Sh's Aried Geoffroy) did a RLag | |
thins.to implemant it, and my volce fell on deaf oars. ' RN .

- Although %his has been and is continuing to ke & gready - 1
experience, I am truly sorry I misssd the two ionths of our indeperden.
exiatencs vensemble®, The causus has done en absclutely miraculoud
jobj they were the talk of tho wicle IEC.- At lunch break I would ;i
run dowt to Americsn Express for my majl; when I retumead, evarybody {
would -cluster about me for #the latest issued by the J-F Tendenc wl
notes.would slways be addressed to me "fo J-F Tendency"; and altho_ga|
i1t wao 811 in a joke, there was a good deal of truth and even euvy :
at the efficient and truly political manner of our funotioninge

* I think he dossn't want to mest politicos. Malaquais will be put
right linse; and meanwhile I am definitely of opinlen that French

|
| |
Don't werzy about Didk; he. doesn't even show up at al%l;' "
a
printers be lett to thoir own devices; and we publish whet we have J.to'_:

in"US; I can't ses shy such a publication as Amorican worker, with
introduction by Stone; should not be published by SwrP; you might 2y
ask_ing. ' . . : .

!
|
|
|
|




10/1/47

Dear dabriel:

On this, the duay of our offical sntry into the

5WP, I received ¢ letter from the cumeus Lthet the steering

commitive, as its last officiel act, has decided to appeal to

the 18 fer official representation, with voice and voie, at

the iworld Congrosse I do not know how this is motivated, but

I presume that it is due to the fact thnt since they are

dissolving the fection, snd wouldnsed to reconstitute 1% just

te aszk the IS oificlally in the name of the Johnson-Forest

Tendeucy for such representation, that they thought it better

to Hzxm request it now, und avoid any factional. reconstitution.

As & tendensy, however, thers is nc doubt that we will remain '

g disiinct grouping—-unleus, of courae, the Fourth adopts our !

positlon before the ¥eCul--und on the basis of all ths serious

documents that we have issued, and pnrticularly so, "The Invading

Soclanlist Soclety", the ceuamrs Teels it should be granted l

represent&tion. I need not further *sell™ you the claim of !

the caucus, insofar as its proletarian composivion and all- v

roundednese of its interveniion not oniy theorstically but in l

class struggle. I know thut you will bring this iequest to the
" attention of the IS, that I may have its answer be;ore my !

.daparture. o . ‘ | ,i_
i

‘ - . § shpll look Yorward to seeing you tha Bth and
,-spending 8 last hour with you, not merely to put an end to 1
wy “private propertyn, but for a last minute comradsly disoussipn.'




T Sl L BTN SN ‘-‘-10'[2/_41;‘:- [
o . - . e S P AR P

|

{

Daar John"~rv T PR PO TR S S TS LN T,
T ! SEATSITE P PR R IARTRIIa
s “A few hOura ago I-eent you n-cable ‘and::an alr mail lstter.
= This iu ‘ﬁ the same. vein, -and. . should :be:shown:to:J 1 T simply cannot
" understand .why 'we mot!so’empiricallyiin-thise mittérs; thnt we &o
not know.one.day-in advance: bnrorelthutaotiOn is=andertaken, or at
least no one bothers.:to inform 'me-aghend of time;-1It-seems to me that
in these mntters I have & bit more experience than any one else, !
and this type of expsrience may . or mpy not be transcended by dialec-
tbs.lbut. atemming from othar so;rces mysalf. Iprafer the experience,
o aa by ' P O A S 43
. . What 1K 1nvclved? Apparently, ‘mersly &a. queation of the !
uaelessnesa of having you:.continue a faction when J=F have dissolved
theirs. -Actually, a lot more goes into.it than unifornity. The :
question must be viewed from all angles {1) as a fection arising |
from & different party, that is out of its own scil; (2). as one !
 that is facing.s WC,.which. ofticially has had but one date set on
. 4t wthe rend.of the ysar®, and-now Ras been ‘changed ‘4o "first month .
of new year®, 80 .that you-caunct give as. an-excuse that the long |
{actusl) delay in congress convinces you e disband; moreover- :
and this of course is of greaster importante--facing a WC which 1s
being ettacked as non-democratic and as soil that mekes impossible
the existence of factions; (3) ms one thet within SWP has not had.
a single of its documents published {(and you smy u say you have sCcomp-
© 1lished your purpose of presenting your viewsl); {(4) at o time when,
! agz I understand from G, the WP hac brokenm the unity pact becausge
i they crnnot acept "in aannee" etc. etc., and we shouldbe nnxiousii
to show that whereas as J-F, entering from a different milieu, want-
ne faction, no such decision WEE "demanded* of them, as witness the
existcnce of JP~JHa » . o Ce
b Jdassasch ":..-’ PP I S ':‘.i-.'.!. T R A A
Ltaeaa vl T NDW; 80 fBr s mino? dtemd are concerned' if the 1ife.
ofyoun ﬂantiodiLawaort ‘0f UseYesH": ﬂFihgs‘ﬁ ity as it seems to be,
‘;vthera;is mo! Lew onednth: thét‘EBQuiﬁgé'H“”acticﬁ‘fo ekt at definit
L csan it kime £ anth earryrom e.c‘tive"lir’e,k wetos! i’t“merely ”exia’h’é“hs n right,
i pus+.n=and reddylcherJump: to. 1ife»&1»nec€asary‘ dt-the’SametTﬁb it shows th
.u"tfims exdstetice: does mbbNindéY its WTk B8 1oyd1 swﬂfﬂﬁpy must one
“;wdostroy & Tdctdonrbdfdre dhetﬁboves'loyaI%y? and™¥o’ Whom--ueorge
- ﬁ (Ol iy LR av.ut blusy e pdo 5 in) ol oras dvnd
L‘"xlh 19 h qudtls pEVIroe eRgnesid ﬂ‘u;;ﬁ’“ﬁ‘“‘ ghrm sie *ud
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sl odd untid o LoHewih I ron NP angIB E“Hhve‘beeh % peated’ very nicely
6 habut venyhnicely‘hd arigutiadey tnot ‘by G‘“but'by %tein & Gordon)-\
e qlwﬂ'has”ﬂbt hﬁﬂ‘OVe?’é’d&&hﬁe‘of 1&%8 wiﬁh’“ b"but-r: wve; neither
f‘of‘usfhas‘knonn the  pabity slhiFe 194045 Ut ybu hd?e; aha your storief
! do not picture a Garden of Eden. If we then not:only five up our |
| own existance, but slso yours, what does JPC say, "These guys don't
.even Jmow how, to, bargain; tQaJ ¢an be handled, hoysq 0f courss, we
3o nbt stooP tq hia type of polifics,; gid e qpectaliy that of his :
T Boy g gh%gﬁ i iar worse € Hen', thejold Haq's% ‘but we also have to show
'1; tﬂat e dnderstand & thing or two about thege metters and, althougﬂ

Wa ‘are tghﬁ& ihlt such asn%i ‘a6 Yo putﬂgrganizaﬁaogvup on & pedesta?
b )

A feoete

f o ,'".I} ':fi?} bx)f?ies.e:!:ni:’, X&, qrgaﬁci' {ﬁd w ---‘3;;’*"‘ uf
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‘ ,uﬁ an b jxuqhinally, thq iutegnat .onal gngle;q,aer@, too, everybodg
is "nice“‘ but there is an air of "Yes, we know that you didk't
'capitulata" but you are babes in the woods.” I believe also that
mpeople think™: J dossn't know too much ¢f these things; F is a
bit wiser than he, but then she Tfollows him politically, and so hen
whsdom does not get her as far as it could." This aside,as of tarJ
timry importance, there stlll remeins the question however, that
Stein was sent to do a job; part of thia job consists in putuing
himself above G; there is a little rivalry there because G iz a

god-dammed sight mors civilized a Bolshevik than all of them put
together and takes '
8 68 seriously the democratic as the centrayist




angle of democrstic centralism; and this is Jjudged by the others as
"soft", lxye I been taken into the inner counsels and told sny of
thrt? No, of course not, but ifyou are more.than a~yenr ola in

the movement, you get to understnnd these things by feel, and I try
'my best.to let:0 know I.know, and. I think I.succeeded, Even on such
matiersias representaotion, .where.no one objected;tofthe_gxgothesia_
that 1L we:asked for representation, we'diiget. it I took nothing for
‘granted, aundsseid:to .G in.private: "ou'll. invits mé down to the
Longregs, no:matter whal, ne?® .And he said::-"0f courge.n

ceco T s Ope fingl word; frow my letter to Natrlim You can

© &)80 se@ two things (1) I defend Européan parties, .but leave my self
fwconmitted on American; (2} I defenda democracy of IS, but offer her
amblos against, any. bureaucratism . that ay be found. She is no small

o person; 1 wish:to influerce -her, iZ I canhot win her; netions such
‘a8 you contemplato {or perhaps have already donel) will not help me.,

PN
t o,

S - .. Thereils nothing more ‘to aay now, ‘except I really
- am.emazed at J's uallateral actions on pamphlet and on this. Give
* ‘hiwm my.love, but aleg A

ah

ow- him-thig lTettexr, .. = 70 o
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Pe5. As regurds the publicetion’'of your document in French;
c1 5 in i oB8Suzed we, b will. pe done, Uiua‘n&rﬁ;1¥;--5P33_~ki“g:._ﬁ, they do
wooss 30 vs RS CONLYIbULIONS.in % Languages:: Geran; Franehand Engl ish,
ir siameNer, (1) -finances are gatnstnophically bed :andvsctually I belfve
it o a:PRAY, 1-0F; &b RORY tmy bylleting had, oomeoutd dll: 3. dinnguages; ( 2)
W awaltn gt SMONG Lhe; jobs. Stein has.ds bo,be kn chaxge:'of ‘the: gublication in the
a0 tasm English lanzuage;:need I tall, yow he .may, nathurny with yolir material.
sumven —aCiOFePver, Yhexe ds a fernifie, begkleg; . Grace! 8, fowr:exanple, was to -
o heve gone into this ole and would have {the translLatilon was donel}
. but she made changes; the changes arrived after deadline, so it is
viacin yrofReS again postponed; and meanwhile themhole thing they say has to
(qobroz w06 Fetranslatad beceuse the,chenges aze soumnyy: it mould only be-
“tediiag 1oAivddle; khe matied; If -1t Were. dond, OLRSTWise.; Yours,! then, will be
iz ~ioo, BUblished in’ French: for sure; the.other kanguages -k can promise
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Fingh zrur anmi? o Uiw o enoh s
: 1 A S et e e e T ey
e v RIBYS, ' YoueVidently Have dot-hiard” o ire tiet i
Lo dend wiTadSurgy 'di)‘lla.ﬁs?_fiiti"Eﬁgdﬁﬁ;';‘ﬁﬁﬁi?,tﬁ@t"-5;‘.?“EU@*@'"ur’iﬁ particular
sve gsdn ow '““'fdf"l;fdé‘ é’fﬁqi_je-‘pr"id&ne_‘jf‘f"gil'itﬁi%;‘geugré';:h: the fact that
i muabi sl FE9TE ¢, ,'glficﬁ_’?'éfli"-;ﬁgbﬁé"tgﬁf‘ﬁi"“;:‘gé;e' in England,
“giich "amzknx respsctable Stare.as Brentano's 1s
unable to get #"&ingle  fmeridan “hooki-add 18 ‘ney réfusing to tzke
any orders--since it must be vpaid in d0llars and there are no
woedyrors (aold (ggilarailand sinee "all “Brdldnd i_é'"ﬁtir‘_'qﬁpgz_jt,"n]q'i; import.
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opune of Sessions ' 5
18t was held 8/10/47, Patrice, chairmmn,
1st question considersd is composition of ILC, whieh, bscause Martin
could not be proaent, Hlanche replaced hia: Adrian renplacod Imeotd,
due to change in Epenish. groupn., Following wnresentwith gull voise—&vote:
Jeroma, Haston, Conrad, Geoffroy, lenri, bengmio {(did not arrive),
Walter, adrien, Theo, Robert, Hlanche, Levan, Bos, Jnoques, Bernard.
Przeent uo observers, wlticut volce or vots except on questions im |
:hich they are dirsctly invelved: Heally & Lewrsnce,(BCP Min),
Lucien (eince fu.l inforpation on- Indo.Chy unavoiluble), andFreddie,
Time 0f smsslons to be: 9:30 to 12:30; 2:350 tu (.

Urpenizgtion poport of I8 by Jeromeg

8ince last IEC, Huore'47 IS worked under extraaely
difricult condliions; preperetien of WC, publication ot documentu, ote.
demanded strong upperatus, vherous actusl financisl conditions are so
disustrous that most of staff has had o be cute Nevertheleas, pub-
licgtions ocn Prances, on Russiz and S¢ulinism, on Fngland, including:
trenglatlons in Spenisnr and Germen, and 3 double~fumbers of La Quntr:leme' .
have been put out, and new number is in prepoaration., .

IS has funotioned regularly, with only ene in t.uv-
ruption, Aule 20= 8cpte dus 0 international discussion ua.thcred. ar; anget
‘for this peled, during which @) comrades, representing 8 sectims.had
‘attendeds Dbring same psricd IS representatives had been present to
aasiel at conference of Swiss section, which took place May 194T; tl:w ‘
Britiah confe in August, and a Journey undertaken to Italy,. ;

Contact has besn established for thefirst time |
direstly with India {and &n Ipalan comrade now particinvates on Is)x
with 'In® ~Uhine; with Czechoelovakime In July 1947 thers took plaoe '
conference oilexman section in Germany itselt, in. which 30 couradas!
participated, and a provisionsl leudership has been elected, A journal -
has begun to appear'in Qermany itselfes We have alec eptablished - |
' contact with Egypt, where preparuticns are. being made for nstlonal |
romdins conference of Trotskyist group, i

. Attenpt hps aiso been nede %0 establish tube -

secrete.riat, for Lotin Awerice aml another ome on colGnial question%
have not. yet succeeded in functioning regulerly.

Question of unification in New Zesland has not
svolved according to opiimistic axpectations we had in Mnrch, end it
. appesrs now thuat nothing will be settled bofore the WW.Ce IS:hos ox- |
préssed its oplulon on evolution in its roaponse to. latter IR, l
in léatter dated May 28, 1947..

conoamine, i3, we propoae to a.sk IEC to. enlnrge
I it from 7 to 9 members, since two other comrades find it possibie tq
- participate, (Indian comrade and Hobert) Nz). I
Luestions reveslsd also that an Irish section
' has now been ebiabliahied, that wo sre in regular coumunication with |
Greek section; Palestine contacts nol very rogular; regular omtacts
i wath Bcnno.inavian sections {very smelli)s Ip 30. Alrice there arve 3|
groups; question of unifisution posed to them but so0 far not uuch
 progress in that field, Gouttact haws sleo been esteblished with :
Aunstrelise There is no contect however with Korea and Japane 5
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Deastic financisl situstion discussed; economiecs undertaken include
sugpension of all financipl ald to sections except Spain; publica-
tion of no more than one bulletin monthly; dismissal of all comrades
of technical staff, retrining only one; on IS there is but one full-
time comrrde & that because we promised Indla that we would maintain
him if he cnme; Newsletter reduced to half ihe slze, If prapration for
W0 are to proceed, ws musl muke appeal to all sections.

This administrative part of Organization Report was
unanimously approved, and Jerome proceed to second part of report,
degling with ppeparation for Q.

Criticisms of preparstiions received from Wp, from Spunish comrades
in' Mexdco (imcluding signature of Natalia) snd partiaslly from Cuba.
Pirst point of attack of WP was that it was without precedent; (this
was also the view of Munis, Natalia and Peralta); the second point of
w¥'s attack was the question of representation. WP's suggestion waa
that we have instead proportional representation.. We answered in our
letter of June 24, 1947 which has been communicated to all sections.

We hove shown precedent sxisted in 1st congress of CI; that.noreove?

wie sugesstion of simple proportionsl rspresentation would pTaCuiCally

entiraly eliminete Bmall ssctions, whichin our schema are protected.
Lstter of lunis, with his proposal for basis of representation,

; was resd; his wds not at all en basis of pure proportiuvnel represente-
tion, but also tock into consideration importance of ‘country and ofi
secticn; however differed widely in interpretation of importence of|

| =uche  (§sa atlashed letter.} Iiis propossls were discussed and unani-
mously rejectsd, Resclution presented by Jerome, reaffirming former!

- decisions as ‘to basis of representution; pointing to tendenticus
character of criticisms, and elaborating our mmmxzmxzms motivationb

_ forz representuation and preperation left for voting at future seasion.

Questior as to whether POUM shouldbe invited nnd on what busis left;

to a commission, then in haonds of IS.-

Quettion m# to Minority representation, not merely ‘on basis

© 0f numericnl strength, but seriousness mnd politicsl importsnce raiaed,

oiting case of J-¥ and group of treade unicnists in Holland; -each case

will be taken up on besis of merita upon demand; and in any case iinal :
word 18 with WG itself, !

I¢ IS is to gumrcntee publicstion of documents, all con- .
butdions must be in not Jater than Nov. 15th. {See special reaolution-)

As for discussion being closed after WC, Jerome explained: *We haVel

never sald thers will be no discusaion after WC; we have said that an

organized discussion on an international scale cennot normallys... If
however important articles are pubmitied which pose & new agpect: of |
the quastion, in e serious wenner, evan on gquestions which have been
settled by WC, I do not think a responsible leadership would retune'

to publish such articles from time to time; the same is true with all

important political events....Whst we decided ageinst is the opening

of & gystematic discussion after %C by any tendency which will start

i again to attack the whole line decided upon by the congress and poxu

petuate the stmosphere which exists now in the Internationeleeses |

Another remarics, It is gbsolutely atupid te fear the democratic cha-

racker of the Intermationals If we have bean wrong at all, it is tecauss |

we slnned too much on the side of democracy...uny one can see thers has
been no limit to discuasion (and all viaws have been published),.®

Finally, date suggectsd for HC *first month oW £be new}year'
! ( Bes Resolutiom) '

I
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Second dey, 9{11/47, Rencrt on J-¥ requast by Robert; MSton, chairmatn,
*I should like %0 give you a fastual report on the split

iu ¥P and the proyosul we are controntod with for admission into BYP,
of J*P zroup, who heve brokev from WPe It was, I believe, 7/8/47
when we received a lettur from tud WP onclosing a decument entitled the
~Hesolution ol the JP Tendency, which was adopted at the conference this
- teudensy lLeld in NY en the 5th & 6th of Julye The camc doy (7.8) a
-Bessenger Irom JF ceme Yo onr office and handsd us a copy of their
declerution, and asked for a conferancss This wes the first we heard of
this developasnt. We were not aware thatl the JuP wus having a& conferance
to decide their orientrtion, We were a0t aware that the struggle in. the
WP had reachied the point of split. All we knewls what we read in the
‘Bulletins of the %2, {Since the Figning of the unity ract we had free _
‘exchange of bulletins of the two. prarties.Yegad we kview tiat the internal -
situstion in the wp fellowing the dselaraticn of unlty Led sharpened.
‘rathsr than ameliorated. To us it WGE 8. Very ominous sizn and we were
particiderly appaled at the hostilg ty with -which the Majoriiy of thé
WP had degli with the J¥ teudency alter they had commitied it %o unity,
It was closes to usi &s a antier of fact it was tha mity: gvong in 4ls.

B aud AF the wp o devlare Ltself for wunity and &t the Banie time !
joper up & merciless struggle against them g agents of the SWPseseTd us.
(this had politigal neuniinge It memnt that the WP rather than preparing
dtself for the day 4% was to enter and in tegrate itself into the Swp |
’wns on the contrary preparing it o ranks @r e morm hostiil attitude o

.| the 8%, Stsprogres snd its leadership and its organization wethcds,y
But thls wes only one of the signs. “here yeve other indications that

_ %he WF wes withdrawing frou the unity sgresment, ™ ! ; :

z . :
-

| . - {Robert then related the incidente~-prefetory note
F;o unity p)mt,. #eber lettey, &t0s=mwith which he dealt in Ris speach to
NG of SWE . ) " - . : T ' ’
! : - "The JF Tendency on the contrary took- the unity
Propogal gériously bscause they are motivated by e @arious desire to
bulld the revolutioniary purtye This desirs flows from their whole polw.
ittel lins--and, sven thuugh we have serious dlfferences with thegy, |
-especially on the Russian question, we can nevertheless greet the fac
that they ars coming 10 U8 not as & hostile tendency, not gz g tendency
that ig seeking gain un aes, as the Sheghtnanitos for their revd sionist
polson, but by people mho are motivaied by desire to build the Fourth,.,
In couing to us they condemned. in no equivocel terms the unprincipled |
8plit of the W2 in 1940, huis tendency evolved in the WP since 1941 in
a atruggle they have conducted Bgaist the flight fron Marxism ?
dharacterised the WP in its progressive degeneration singe the split of
1340+ In the Rgeolution of J-F (7/5) 1% proposes to brenk with the WP
and 1t propossd slsn that the pp accept this pw possl of Fformal transfer
Of memberchipe-it 18 part of the Unity Pact that there be sgresment to
guche..groups and tendencies—.The wpr »C rajnoted thies prepogsl Setaude
ﬁr;ey thought thap would therefore assume reshonsibility for splitting,
ich they said was entirely the respongibility of JP, Tharoupon JP |
Bent a lotter to the wp, informing them thnt ns of 7/14, they no longer
cphnsidered themsclves members of ths WP and were applying for membersh P
1h the UNPeeeIn the JF we have s tendency and a loyal attitude and we
wpre date¢ruined, no matter what happens, we are not soing to perumit [
formulities to st.nd in the way of their integrution into the Fourth and
. !
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into the SWp. It would be wrong for us as politiciens and as revoiu-
tionpries to permit a pevoluticnary tendency to stand outside while: L
" are trying to wing a tendency that is so allen as the Wp, and our pc.
in considering the question on 7/15, paesed the following motionm. (Attach)
Comrades Cannon, Dobb and myself had a meeting with Johnson and rep-
resentatives or his group and , snd, before the motion was pasaed, we
agreedton the fullowlng propesal, WG sxplained to him that we would
_ not/8#our owm, but would sesk consent of cther parties, but we are:
firmly convincod thet they should be sdmitted dmmediately. Johnsnn,
on the olher hand , feelt he needed sometime --2 months--to complete
Ialance Shest and to prepars his group for adwission into the SWp, and
15 is with this cgrecment thot we come here before the IEC, W¥e held a
" plenary meoting of the NC, coubined with = conference of organizers .
wiiich was held 3rd weeksiu pgusuil and, smong other things, it carried
the Lolloewing reslution. (Reads Resolution, attached) - With this we
' rest our case." ( Date fixed for entry wes October 13 Yesolution included
rhraseMwithout prejudice to eventual unificetion with Wp.")
Freddie then pr ssented the viewpoint of J-F, {Speech attached)
Resolution of KC of WP wes then read. (Attached)
Discusslon revesled thal only guestion regsrding admission of
; J=F into Fourth and S¥P was as to 1nterpretation Shachtman would put on
- 1%; Adrien wishing wnot to include in Lt any polemics ageinst - Geuffroy
i wishing to appond an amendwent thuat admission be effective if within b
lwaeks B reises no objecticn.
Resclution of IEC passed with one (Georfroy) vot1ng againsu,<
and one (aAdrien) abstention and voting for his own.-(Resolutionl attachad.]

i
!

work onm youth, and poasibilities of holding an

I : :
‘Quection of gouth, Rsport by Dumas. Resclution. (attached) dealing with
;international youth conference follawing wc considered. i

.
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-
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2[ 2/47--g§port on_Franos, rart I, by w.ttai (Robort, Ghairman)

b
|
{
i : 1
- . Gonrades, tho immcdiste snd fundemental taek with which the
International is fuced is its trensformeticn from an aggregate of proi
paganda groups into s contrallsed Ipternational of mass parties. We !
believe the line of delimitation inside the Int. should be drawn to these -
two fundamental tasks. We think that the internsl 1ife of the In%t. | :
should be shifted as much as possible from abstract condern to the
dentrel question of the present pariod, thet of the method needsd to
find the way te the masses, that of the method ef building mess perties,
Bnt the digoussion sround such lubdects hewte had in the past eprofoundly
abstruct character bscauss the Ent, lasked concrete experience, In .
!pi o of the fact that the Pr. section of the Int, remalns e ralatively
s2all in numbars and in degres of influsnce in the masses, it is 1ncon-
tostibly the French section which ig the first ssction, especially ini
Sh'opa, to give us sn example how to leave abstract poliocy in order to
| 703
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|




o Gou !

carry out a daf&y revolutionary poliey. This experlence began in 1946
and after more than s yesr how has been placed finder the changed leader -
ship which tock placedt the 3rd corgress. The oxperiencs carried out
by the Maje. is an experience valuable Lo the whole Int., an experierice
from which the internationsl should le¢ain,kmmw above all, how urgent it

© 1w, and how mcegsary it i8, to aveid, in transfer to maas work, oppr-

~ tunist errors, comparable to the secturian errors of the previous paricéd,.
It is because the French experience 1s richest and the most important
experience that we ask for a ¥ery loang expose of this experiance, We
say in advence that we will discusms ioday the politics, nothing but
politices We will separate from this report the organizationzl ques-
tion and all the conflicts which arose in the last nonthe we will die-
cuss separately, The entire Int. hps felt the need of thie political
discusaion and I make an sppeal in advance to the IFC, and especially
to the French comrades to limit themselves to the political question,
anc 1ot mix with it subjects which will be discussed later. I should
like one other remaxk. This report will be pretty hard and pratty violent .
in re_ard to sowe of the Majority, -but we are not attacking men, Wae

: wish 10 say from the cutset that &ll the PCI leaders not only neve their

: plant in the Fourth, but brig £0 itece.e" '

o "~ (Prom here on Gili took stenogram, end T am merely mention-
; ing the mair toplcs deelt with); : . T b

. _ - i

o The orimis in France at the time the Fr. Maj, tock over |
, leadorship; inflation at .allup; 4 winlgterisl criges; life under |

| Rauadier, The new wave of '46-'47 strikes; railroad, miners, general

| 8trike throughout the pronvinces; Rensult. Just when the Maj, leadership
i gpoke of lull., 1B0 turn of Maj. at time '0f De Geule's spesch, at | ‘
which time they declared that thers is mn immediate fascist danger,j

"| elthough before they eaw no social orisis of regimes ,

Policy or La Verite during strikes; "scratch an opportpnist
gnd you find a seotairian; strike a sectarian and you find an opportunist;w
contirast betwsen failure to expound genersl strike Propaganda and limit
oneself flo *vitel minimus and sliding scsle of vages™; then .giving up
SPCPCAT for abstruct "Workers & Pemsants Govt."; insistence on pure
economic character of struggles gna completely economist line with .
which governmental orises was Judgud. Finglly, capitulatory policy |
{ toward Stalinism: (1) position to & Stalinist leaders (Indo-Chg Graeﬁe);
1(2) troatment of Inde- hinuss work { "Not ons wWord about the French CP
iwhich 1s responeible f8r massacre in IndoChina.®); (3)viet Nam (5.6 i
iarticles on achk vemsnts of Viet Name, sowing completely falss illusjons
88 if it were a workers end peesants regime) {4) attitude toward ¥rench
!GP leaders as if they morely mads mistukes, (5} Charp de Mars demonstra~
itionj (8] ireaimeni of USSR (La Vv #1062 Zpesks of peace tresntiss as "a
'dsteat of USSR, which has sucoesded only in recuperating those teorris
ltorioa stolen from it", and has not & single word to say nbout the

" !pilisge and exploitatici of the workars in the glaci® by USSR; headlinss
Ilike *Stalin 15 the S.U.'e Lurich® is the *gravest adsptation to Sta}iniam'

i 18 intervention in Prench ¢ not Tactional; tried to!
!puuity two tendencies, in order to gotosntrats on work outwards. !

'
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geoffroy mede the counter report {See Gill’s stenogrep), in which
he said "The siluation is not revolutionary, politically
speaking, wes cemoznstrated by the possibiiity of the
bourgecisie had, urd still hue, tec 4t back into functioning order . \\
its economy und revival.®™ {2)*The fect that psrlimmentary illusions \‘Uﬂ
are becoming parliamentary delusions ¢oss not resolve the gquestioness 2
Precisely thess who are moving away from Stalinism, the slogan SP-QP-CGT
camot bring them to us®; vworkers snd pesesants govt. mors correct. .
{3) struggles still on economic level, {He then attacked the Fr. lin.,
" mentioning personplities, and this caused gqulite an outburst of charses
and counter-cherges , end commission to invertigute the aituation.)
\Ineoriy
' Particlpriing in discusaion for IS8 point of view: Dubas,
9/13/47 Lambert, Prentiss, Jacques (%} fer Fr. Mzfority Magnin, vho was given
10 extr" minutes to develop the point: "When one scyrs thet Stalinism
is the syphillls of ths movenent, one must glso ses that the workes
povezent is also syphiilitic."

P

: - The svening sesclicon dig ngt vontinu:.wit 51~-
" cussion om genaral French situstion, but with question of Xysngh. |
- youth work #mcBy socialicts. Hgidadlw gave o.short €0 minute _ f
P report on developmenis among Itelian sociplist youth toward usj ang. ;
. posed the question ot invernational youth work among aocialiatyouth--

French, Italy and pAuctrie, |

A . Thie aspset of the work, plua the question of
| whot our comrades in Freneh socislist youth, would present td their |
i mesting tomorrow, regarding date of possible fusicn with JCI, was td
! be reported on by Dunoyer, who wae given 45 minutes. .

|
. ]
;'Duhoxaia S , L g A =

41 mugt repest that I em incepable of exemining the French '

sociaglist youth without examining the entire work dome in the socialist
youth because this work was done duringkhe period of 2. years, and iu
. reletion to that which we have obtained today.  If today we can diaquss-
' the fusion on the bzois of a prograw of the Fourth, it is bscause aj
certain work had been done and under a certain politic:d line, and also
! throubh the atrstegicszl &md tuctlical line employed.

: (He then began to tulk aboul the resistence they met in

| lrying to do eeoialist youth work, line the theu ¥ajority had, ths !

| contrary and successful line the then Minority and present dajority

| exployeds Arter about 10 minutes, oheirmain interrupted him to say jhe
was out of order, sinces the opeoinl time granted him was for only one

| aspstt of the question. Dunoyer inedsted: ™What is on the agenda |
tomorrow is the reveolutionary regroupment and revolution unilrication.

! ¥hen I made certsin references to the past, it 1s becpuse in raelity

- 3t 1s impossible for anyona xtik who hue any politicel honesty, to !

i bg able to Judge when he dossn't know how this work started. The only

| place I've ever seen such procedure, of dividing the poll ical trom.

-'the practivul aspects, is in the BSool 3Demoomoy. The cha.irman's
ruling howevar wag uphald, and Dunoyar sontinued):
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(1) to outline work dons noong youth,pwovekin; eplit from SP;
{2)work since the rupturs, both in alding strikers, or Indo-China
war, o {3) the Lych Cohgrass: "The oblectives of this conventiom
‘was the understanding of & completo break with the UD, its poliey,
its organizetion, its wethod ant conception, and the congress wms to
‘orient itsoli tWward revo.utionsry regpoupment.” :
mgince tne convenilon the soglalist youths hiave Tounded
themselves an independent csganlaition, breeking at cume (lme Dxamx
with reformism and Strlinisu, and they wvoted for a resciution extremely
nery the progr.m of the Yourthe ©
Cowmittess of Hevsluticnmey rogroupme:t hove baen
Cestablished, and are inmedindely ergnging in discussion with aoll currents
sho have broken uwiy Irem bhe Sgevrl and indra Inte., ang purticularly so
with Zha rCI, with s wiew te forniug n fusedorganizalion with JCI. It
in hnord to estimsty nunders, wub toers nre abo.t 2,000 militonts upon
whom we enli couat "bikd we kbt Le Vlufred™ tho attochs on then from
‘riznt uud even Meit® {Piveort) hove buen extroue; they do not know fall
" prugres af Pourtk, "but we will bring intc the International 5009 but
Ctiho geod work may we lost thavuph wreng tactleg; "we cunuvt lut the |
’;,’eu".'-l-‘z Tamalin his‘_h MV er nyxl 8’;'_\,2:'5‘..:']; ve nbl 51'#’0 ther o 0.“".‘.611%-:1%10“-:&.
Ve ¢.NN0T RRY iu hownany wesko or wonths the Tublim wiil ve consumated. ™

'Terowe nskot: whot wili bLu the proposition Dunoye will nexe zt the Né
Wmorréa? will the madurity towerd fusien correspondi with
the date of the Fronch Farty Congress. = . o b
i . . g . ! -
Huah discussion wos held around this noint, end it waz egreed (Ses Motion ;
‘| pocded) that our comrsdes not coonlt themsalves te zny date for fuel :

i until mrter the whole French question hae been ciscussed by the IRCe
Dunoye hsd with hiw Hesolution ke Intended to present, whileh likevis§

did not comtilt us to apy date of fusion. {Ses Rezolution) Discuseion
alpo revesled: (1) that 45% of the youth was proletarimn, {2)that P

| Cotite Of Ruve Regroupuent will partisipabs b uundeipnl zlsctlons; {3)
that at prassnt thore no reve. currents partici:pting iun the CHA; that

1% is the socislist youth wiich ealls upon militentz for such o L
regroupmsnt; (5) thet Inteructlon:l Agtion of Youlh does not at presint
sxist; thero is only onw youtih veslde Mrench, the Italign, that have

4 80 dovelopeds {Hers Lwlss deleg=te said ii was not true; that the f ,
| Swips soclclist youth hut eleo beer wxpslivd sifd are latsreated in int.
youthi petion; und £o would the ausiTiung,) . ' ) L

e 40 ity -

The foliowing dey, 9/43/47, the discuselon was upein on the French
Ppolitical report, with Foilowine, purticipcting in discussicn: Boe,

| Proank, Conrady Lucien, Adrien, Xernsrd, Nemszlerre, Jlaston {See his !
Resolution bossd on spescn},Theov, Hoy,Levan, Robert, Jerome,
1(::rc:.:\.pem.x. hud nlpo pertlcipoted in disouszicn the iy belforde

! Beoffyoy. sumunrizaec for French Mujoritys {See hiw Reeolutien)

' Halter sumuirized for IS. (See Resoluticn.)

INO sessivn Jundry, 9414,




i Amenduent® by Jercme: that instead ofthe phras= "the IEC requests

nB-

9/15/4T Report on orgenlzetion question in French Party by Walter -
Theo, chelirmsn

{Voting upon political Nepnrl hsd been posiponed upon request of :

Hastoa who wished to heve tlme to write o new reaolution on queztion.)

Welter report on Magnin case (excerpts from his lettor to #nj.
tendency which poed the question of split wape read) and on Zoller
caebe {Bxcerts from his article in La Verite was vead)
Resolution on Prench Farty attached.
Motion: that the IEC clecrly condemn this Yetter.
Utionithat thsIRC Adisavow ths declnrstion thut a new rarty is
neceasary hecause of a new stuge of capitalism.
Countoer
SmtrExy Resolution by Geofirovs (Attached)
Motion by Adrlen: tn gtrike c-se of Mpgnin of:y agendua
ucuion by Robert: that we hold off any discussion of sileged charges-
of Croaipeau agesinat Prank until we conciude thils point.
Resolutiuvn by Heston: (1) Heving discussed the Zeller article,
which sppared in La Verlte the IEC requests the
Ed. Bd. bo expound editoriglly the parspectives, polioy and tactics
of the Fourth 80 a® 0 -lséuve no amblguity whlsh uway have zriven ;n.
the minds of the readers of LaV regmrding this question as e reaL‘ﬁ
£ this driicles (2)The IEQ also requesta Com. Zeller to expound in
the Internal Bulletin ot the PCI the examct ideas which he may have
regarding tlie formule which has aroused considerable criticlism
and which reads as follows: (Quote from article in La Vi)

Com. Zellor®, we say “If com. Zellar wishes to expound, * ste,
Amundment aaceptad by Haston and mution as amended carried.

|
!

Besoiution by Robert {attached). Wslier withdraws his resolution
on Hagniné 1n ravo* of that by Rubort. Robert Resolutlon carried.

o : |
" guestion of youth was then brought up agein and it was decigéd.thatf
discussion ba postpousd, and thet a commission cousisting of Waltur,
‘Graipeau, Duma and Stein, consider whather it is possible to bring |

'in & coomon Resolutlon, and that based upon their repori, we decide[
the question tomorrows -

- -i

. b
9/16 /47 Coumiasion on youth question brought in a common Resolutio on,
(attached) differing in only one point, and this solution of
the queation of youth work among snoialista was accepted. !

Resclutions on atmosphere in French party, and appsal to both factién
to see what they could do to make it healthier, in preparatien bothT
for November Congress of PCI and for eventual fusicn of wocialist you th
elso carried, {Attaohad) %

|

|
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- 9/21/47 Beport on situation in RCP. Adrien, chairman.-.

Reporter for IS: Sferome; Raporter for RQp Majority: Haston,
" (Prench stenographer has firat gpesch, ard English second).
'~ Reporters more or less summalized positions already svident
in Bulletins on British ¢uestion for prast 2 yeers, and espaclally 50
in Congress held in August,
Tovard the end of Com. Hasston's report that, whereas he
thought the solution proposed by IEC wae worst evil, he was not oppoaed
1o sasing whether a solution could not be found by mutual agresmant,
It w.5 therefore decided not to gontinue with discussion, but instesdd
+ Y0 sfjourn snd see whether comuission consisting of Haston, Jerome
and Stein could not work out a common resolution,

18/47 i

: 2L__£“ibn the gquestion of the solution of the situation in the British
. question, & Resolution wne worked out unemimously by comsission. The IEG
¢ thereuvpen withdrew its previgous resolution. There was however &
! second resclution ou the political aspect of the question, approving
. the IRC ordentaticn of antyry mOXEExk into LsPe, walch wes likewise
. put to & vote, and agsinst which the RCP Maj. voted. '

{Both Reaolitions attached; Healy of the British Min. asoisted st the
| commission's sessions on the solution) : ' .
f

‘E‘Italian,Quaﬁkiun:‘ Reporter ‘Walter; Msnagano couldnot be prssaﬁt;
i K Brunc af fielian Party askes to assist at thig ..
session, : : o

(-

t

|

f i
1] }
+ 1
| !
5

3

i

|

\French Stenographer has report), shere Walter f£irst declt with o
. objective situation and the 1lataat strikes; the expldaive”situatinnl N
in gociamlist youth and ‘in Zeneral in the workingelass partics; then:

with politica of our omn section there, which aesis to be semi-Bordigist -
.and ‘doee not agree with the Fowth International’ program on a slngle
fundemental problem, and, shers besides, orgsnizational:-atwmosphers |
hndidisaiplina.exiatp which makes impossible the functioning of the[
Bolshevik-Leninist minority there, and in fact the threat of expuls;on
hangs over théir heade in view of the decision of the party that any

one wio engeges in politieal work in another organizstion {for ex., /the
soclallst youth whieh is so ripe for our fracticn work). shell be expelled,

: . : -
§ , R . s P
: ((ss:oe- aliess: 1‘'tr‘t;.‘-'t‘.'La:)c:riuec‘t.‘}:l LIJ;ta‘blairunaﬁp rﬁ?ﬁe Pﬁttb%c:i?éir)gano) ' : ! )
i The question 'was asked:; how does it happen that thisg Openly seomi-Bordiglist
: party bears the offioisl title of section of the Fourth, and it waa| '
| eXplained trat Niocola, an cla Trotskyist, had, with this split off |
i from the Bordigist group, orgenized u party after the Iaell of fasclsm
'and gained the recognition of the thon existing IS. Thet, with thei
death of Nicoln, and ths coming to leadership of ¥angano, .the partyE
had stesdily moved awsy from progragethat there was nothing uow to
do but wait for W.C.
| 9/19/47--International Report by Jerome. (Stevographic report--French)
8 to draw up Rasolution based upon it and sent to national aqfff n?.

Mesting adj oumed. l
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RESOLUTION OF Tix FGURTH PLENUM OF TIE CIC

The CIC has token dote of the departure of the Johnson-Forest
Tendency from the WP, and its request to Jjoin the BWP, ag also of:
the stutenent of the NC of the Wwe, Aug., 1947 on this question. |
The CIC considers that this deporiurs constitutes the final rosult
of the international struggle which has gone on in the WP betwoenJ
the Johnson-Foreat Tendency and the rest;of thig urganization, & '
struggle motivated by deep political differencas between these
tendenciss, and particularly accelerated as & result of the |
hesitations {hanging-back{ which chrracterized the policy of the
lendership of the WP towards tho unification question after the
signature of the Joint Statement of larch 1947, Keither tha
Movemsnt nor the leadership ol the S¥WP has in any way whalscover
worked to provoke this depcriure, of which it was in ignorance
until after the accomplished fact, nor hed it utllized it as a
basie of maneuver 10 repose the question of unificatiom.

Faced with dheaccomplished Fact of the departure of the Johnson- ;
Porest Tendency, the CIC considers that practically there is no
solution other than that of accepting the entrance of this tendan-
¢y into the SWP. Its iudependent existence ae a third orsaniza-
tion claiming to be Trotekytst in the United Sta e85 being neithe
pcssiﬁle nox desirable. |
The CIC in any case deolares that in 1ts 0pinion this quest1on cah—
net in any way bring into questiun the unification in the terms
. which were decided on at the time of the; . March 1947 planum of - th
0IC, and hopeu that the 1ondership ot the WP will not. seize om )
“thiw Ruestion: as"arprotext kb go- baok-on 4ts. forumer, comﬂ&tmdntJ
'as wbuld geom to appear from ths last pazagraph of the: prefatory
nnte o the Resdlution of the NG of the WP {August 1947) which'says:i®
.'The: peming planum of the N{ whll oe the dccasion for a Womplete |-
review of ths situction not only in referance to the Johnson capi t-
-uluxion but to tha qusstion of unity 1tsalf. .

For.‘Jerome. Haston, Qonrad, Henri, Whltar, ‘Theo, 7oneru, Elanchs,
: Lavan, Bos, Jaeques, Bernard
‘ Againat- Geoffroy; Abatainirg' ndrien.

Regolution by Adtben: S , -

' The IEC tekes note of the request Lo the & :
of the Johtison tendency and of the agreement 0f the léadership of i
the Wp to this. The IEC conaidera that, upon the basis of the eTtah-l

liched agresment of unification in the Us aaxatdarx@hnd in the
framework of their achisvement, nothing tnerofore opposes: to the!
entrances of the Johneon tendsncy into the SWp and ratifies it |
-nLOSt-—B Tor; 5 ageinst; 4 abstaining. i
Amendment to the Aqrien Res, by- Geoffroy, to insert after "nothing
opposes itself to the enirgnce®, "Lif the WP does nuvt do so within
6 weaks.," {This wrns oonaiderad a oounter Jresolution since the i
smendement was unaccaptsable %o the muvar ‘of the motion—-ateno'a ote) :
=-=Lost by a vote of one (Geoffroy) for, “and all others oppoaed, T :
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