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THE JOHNSON-POREST MINORITY,. THE W.P. AND THE FOURTH: INTERNATIORAL

, Rosolytion adopted. by the - Johnson-Forest Minority a% 1%s.
National Conference, July 5-6,1847. o . .

1) Arter five years of antagonistic separation, followed by
two yeers of international dlscussion the W.P. and ihe 5.W.P, in
February 1947 agreed on-unity, Today, July 1947, the prospest of

;unity has receded and in both partles mutual recrimination ig at
‘a higher pltch than ever bsfore. i ‘

L Nt

The crisis of contemporary soclety continues sharp ané naked,
insoluble except by the proletarian revolution. American capltalism
and the Amerloan proletariat are each the most powerful representat-
1ve of the international class-struggle which will result elther
in the common ruin of the contending clazses or the soaiallst re-
prganization of soclety., Asg could have been, and was, foreseen at

. least eighteen months ago, the Amerlcan proletariat has recently
ghown 1te readiness to-challenge the bourgedia parlliamentary reglime
by dirsct action; only the counter-rovolutionary labor leadership
gtands in the way. The clarification of the proroundest inter-
national problems of pelitics and organization 1s placzd on the
.order of the day by our co-thinkers abroad, &esn agalngl the batk~
ground of internatlonal clasa.struggle, prolotarian necds and garty'
tanks, the conduct of the unlty negotliations by the W.P, and the

+ 8,W,P. domonatrates the gap that lles botveon the .Fourth Internation
al in the United Statos and the needs.and sspirations of the prolet-
‘ariat.’ R . : T . oo

2) The W.P. Majority undoubtedly provided the in¥tial provoc-.

“atlons for the latest rupturc by a soriea of acts which 1t now has
the gall to call trivial, But the wiolent reactlion of the lcador~

-ghip of the 8,¥.P, its suddon reveresl of & policy arrived at after

g0 many years and aftor such wldesproad consuyltation, is out of ‘

all prdportion §o~any.oquct1velyjbeecd;position on unity, .

©  3) Thé boginning of tho present crisis 1s the fact that tho
W,P. split from the S8.W.P{ in 1940 on.an unprincipled baslas.

The very unreasonlng, monstrous character of the splif added
now to the ractzthat-the‘ﬁ.P. has .tenaclously carried on the elass
atrugegle -for -seven history-making years,. should warn that there
were deep historical forces at work. In the 1940 gplit and in its
subsequent evolution; the W.P, expressed in concentrated form a
basic . problem of American’radicalism}. hostility to world imperial-
Sem but an 1nability to assimllate the: principles of Bolghevisn
9w1n5 to the absence of any consclous revolutionary psrspective in
‘the United Btates, Thls deficiency 1is rooted in-the whole history
of “the country. The course of. ths W,P., hae demcnstrated without &
shadow of doubt that the underlying motivailon cf the split was a
convietion that a. revolutionary party in the United Btates could be
built only by empirical agltational methods in opposition to the
euprosedly narrow, sectarlan, steiile, antiquated methods of trad-

1tiona1'Trotskyism.

The experiment has proved & failure of highly symbolioal import ..
ance and is a historip centribution to the evoluiion of American
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Bolshevism, After seven years the W.P, Majority, has no theorntle~ . -
al contribution to make to the building of the perty in the United
States, It 1as today without perspective, elther political or org-
anizational. Worse still, the absence or a w-™’-thuufrd-r 1% pror-
clutionary conception, the empirictem and tho impationco which
characterlized it An 1940, have led it, under the whip.of -defeals
in Europe, to develope & series of deviations on ‘the furdsmontal
perspectives of world revolution and on the traditions ané ideas of
Bolshevism., ALl thls .not only unmistekably confirms Trotsxy's
enalysis of 4t in 1940 es5 a petty-bourgeols polltical tendency in
organic affinity with similar tendenclcs in the history of prolet-
arian- movements in Europo, It also consbitutes a varning to all

“such tendoncios which may appear in the future. . e
4) But the W,P. is not a petty-bourgeols tendepdy in general.
It is a petty-bourgcols tendency functionlng in the perlod of the
death agony of canitalism, in the United States whore no maes
...Sootal Democratic party exlets} Hence the W,P; ise torn botwron the
" tfincreasing barbanrism .of ‘bousgcois soclety'and its ovn inabllity to
. ... Tind a,bssls in American .soclety to concretise -and dovelope the
. politicel and organizational principles of Bolghevism. In this
conflict it has capltulatcd to ‘chiracterigtid moods and. tendencles
of American petty-bourgrole radicallem. ‘But such 1s the character
.. of our. gpoch and the granlte revolutiohary foupdations of the :
. Fourth Intcrnationsl:thet all of the abominable ‘erimas agalnst the
_thoory and practice of Bolshevisn committed by thé;W.P, 'cannot be
.-held in the balance agoinst’ tho conelatency: and energy vith which,
_according; to:1ts 1ights, it has fought for iis reintegration within
the ranks.of-.the - Movemént’ - .. - . The W,P. has indulged in . -
unbiidled ptiacks against the 8.4,P., but theee aro no more than .
the express¥onval itsiownd:thtoretlgdal’and orgenlzdtional benkruptoy
' and impoterice before-the ypower gﬁ Americen imporislism and inter-
national Staliniam. GConsclousnees of thepainful taek of ‘reintegrat-
lon into the Bolshevik milleu in a subordinate position, the
instinct for self-presorvation and the need to; justify in the eyes
of ite mank gnd file the, spIit of 1940, 81l Impel-the W,P, leader-

. ship to tho behavior 1t has 'pursued.: But it wery -hysterla shows

.- the gonsciousncss of coming defeat and toEtlfice To ite recognitlon

-;_-ﬁhat.tharﬁ,is no way out ofilts proesont impasen oxcopt the :

. Movoment., ~ * ¢ ’ R TR '

~* '3} The subjective intentions' of the ¥,P, leadorship.are sub-
ordinate to the problomposed by tho oveldtion'of the W,P, The
problem posod 1e'in cmbryo the problem of the Americanh revolutlonary
movemont in relation to the petty-bourgeolsle within the netlional
»-~peculiarity of the United States. Hostlile' to tho Grimee of dooaylng
.. .'Ameydean bourgeois politicsibut unsble to rocognizg, the polltilcel
potentialitics of the proletarint owing to 1ts_10n§;trq@ition of
- pnasgivity and the abacnce of‘Tuolitical orgenizdtiod, tho Amcrican
prity~Hourgeoisle vncillntos botwoen the impulse tq rovolutlonary
actiom and¥ distrust of the leadorship of the proictariat which has
gunpilied 1t-with neither precept nor prectice, ” Tho task soct 1s
thorefore one which will constantly roour in d@ifforent forms. In
this casc 1t lea tnat:orippcrﬁhoofotica;“penotrdﬁ}pn, politienl
tirmness, consclousness of. strength, and tactica&-g}gx;pi}itxcbr
the revolutionary proletarian tendency in the hegd to win over,
. . diseipline, differentiate, and ihtegrate the Dagt elements ofa
, petty-hourgeoles tehdency whioh s objectively forced %o turn to
the revolutlionary movement, The responsibility and the initiative
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1n all such caces rest’ with the Bolshevik’ tendencJ, but partiaulurl;-g:
g80.1n this case when .1t 1s”the’ majority and . haa the prestige of the o
rinternational comrades behiné 1t. .

. 6) The s W.P. by 194? has been stle to demonstrate far mare

clearly than in 1940 that 1t represents a proletarian as opposed

to a petty-bourgeole tendency.. It has Justified 1te 2laim in 1940
that 1t is the inherltor and continuator and continuator of the
traditlons, princlples and policies of Leninism—Trotskyism as -

gninst the petty-bourgeols opportuniam and unprinclpled revislonlsm
of the W.P. For, more thah in 1940; 1t 1s poaslbla to gay, and

easy for informed perscnas to demonstrate, that in 1540 the historlo-
al and political right of the aplit was on the side of the 3.W.P,
There can be no greater misconception of the Amerlcan movement 'than
to equivocate in the slightest degree as to the contrnst between

the determlned struggle of the 5,W.P., to maintain the principles of
Bolghevism Ar contrpst to the politlcal and organizationsl degener-
ation of the W,P, Yet the 8.W.P, has falled consplcuously %o cope
with the disr%ptive ‘tondency represanted by the W,P, It began by
accusing the W.P., of cepitulating’ to the imperialist war in the
spirit of the Soclal Domocracy of 1914. Thereby it misunderstood
-gpecg?rqgcular charactor ‘6f revialonism within the ranks of the

~s Xt accused the W.P, of unrondincse to attempt

the hard tasks of prolotarianization. Thereby it. misunderstood

the particular character of petiy bourgeois opnortunism in the
spacial conditions of the United States. -

.. That %he 8,W.P. has.found _tself unable. to rccognize 1ta _
initlal miscnlculations, even sfter.the W.P, hnd demonsgrated them -
to be wrong, is duo dirsctly: to -the Amerionn environmnent and the
woaknesses of Ameridan Bolsheviasm, Torced upon it by the whole:
‘hlstory of the  country and In: partleular by the nolit'oal Wwanknosa
‘of the Amerlcan prolciariet, Aa late ne Auguet 1946, the 8, Y,P.
--was unable to differcntiatd 1tsolf strateglically from. the- W.P. on
~the Amerionn scenc. There .atill remained the. 1liusory bellof that
while the difforences in.1940 had undoubtedly grown. widar, on tho
Americen scene tho two partios had a similar, stretogic: approach.

It 18 preocipely becousc this. differentiation was absent that tho
-8,W.P, has scen unity always as a prelude to nothing clsc dut a . .
demoralizing repetition of .tho disputos of 1940 agelnst which tho ~
. only safeguerd wae A chnngo of heart. in the intontlona of” tho W.P.

'1endorsh1p.-

Procisoly this lack of thcoretlcal clnrificntion where! 3t -
mottors moet for the Americon party koops-the American. movement in
the swamp in which it is, The S,W.P., Justifiably hostile to the. -
clash of opposing tendenciss on matters so alien to the new taaks,
has tried to ignore the W.P. out of existence, It has tried .
indiscriminate denunciation. It has then tried indiscriminate
bensvolence, All have falled, It failed to take the initintive
on unity in 1946 and to lay down both the theoretlerl and organ-
izantional conditions of unity, Thue it hes nllowed the W.P, and ' .
its own (oldman-Morrow Minority, to do an infinite emount of harm -
and to win latitude and support "which only thely orgonle politlesl
bankrupoy prevented them Trom taking sdvantege of, Ths accumulete . -
ing confuslon and the present rfallure have demeonatrably proved that
. the exlstence of two tendencies in the United ‘States is 2 source

‘of political weakness and demarallzatlion, It is imposslble now to

pet ths clock back ahd atnrt the proceas of ignoring all over again. : 4ﬁ
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‘The dgsputp in the United States now ie an international socandal
whioch ‘can eariously. compromime and disgrace our whole movement.

To lay the responsibility for this on the good or brd intentions of
the W,P, leadership 1s to inflate them nct only in their own cyes

but An tha,eyeauqf_the comrades at home and abroad. ' :

?) The political evaluation of unity connot be based upon
anything else but the strategic perspective of the American Revolut- .
jon and the bullding of the American party. That the two parties - . .
discuos -everything else but this is the sureat gign of a historical
immaturity and the source of tactical erreors, confusion and the
miseducntion of the memvership., .From 1929 to hils death, Troteky
Tought for a comprehensive theoretical presentation of the perspeot-
ives and tasks of ths American revolution. After thes rapidity and
power which marked the appearance of the C,I,0 he intensifled hia
efforts to make thls strateglc perspective the axis of party life
in the Unlted gtates. Because thig has remained only an "undérlying
conoception,” the American tendencles and the S,W.P. 1n particular;
consclous of thelr dlfferences, are compelled to digcuss them in
terms that inhlblt: the clarification of American Bolshovism. This:
must be brought to an.end, The definitive split in the-Bolshevik.:
Party took place only aftér many years of, ihcessant- struggles for
.unity and-took place over such cancrete policles as the liquldation
o the Ruselan organizatlion,. Up to the present time nelther the
8,W.P.” nor the International has dared to .say that the ocgexistence

" of the partles in one drgahization ia politically impossible, - -
To sny this would be to make nonsense ang hypocrisy of the wholo -
struggle of tho Intornational Ler't Oppoaltion to onter the Third - " -
International, But it would be e?ually_fg;sn to rest tho future on -
the subjJoctive Antentions of the VW.P, instead of on - tho crisic of
bourgeois socioty in goneral and the vadioallzation oI The American .-
proletariat, The basia of Bolshevik discipline 1s politice-ahd nok. .
vieg versa. It 1s tho politlcal reeponsibllity of the B.W.PJ %o v
cut through the confuslon of a situation 1i which-two partios exlel

. ‘both elaiming to stand on the program of ‘the Fourth International.
It.-must resolutely proolaim the needsa and tasks of the Amerlcan

Revolution as the base for the unlfigﬂ'Amerigan.Pafty._

8) The S.W.P, at its last convention has breught forward, as
a'new stage -of development Tor the Amerlcan movement, programmatic.
perspectivea for the revolution in the United States. What haa . .
been miseing since 1940 can thorefors now be made clear: theorstic-
al unlty or difference around the strategic orlentatlion of the-
American. party in its otruggle for the American ,revolution. Not.
to Qo this 18 to remain in 1940 and to do 1in 1947 what Trotsky
vefused to do in 1940, i,e, to leave the initiative in the hands of
the petty-bourgeols revisionists and cnrry on the. disputes on the

level chosen by .the reviasionists, - ‘ A B N
No ultimotum of any kind to the W,P, 16 here envisaged, - d
Trotaky imposed no theorcetionl conditions whntevér on Burnham even
after this enemy of Bolshoviem hod openly and dirsctly attackedthe - .
politidal and organizational traditionz of our movement in. the.most
offensive manner and soomed to have n large mlnority of the party-
and the bulk of thé youth with him,- Trotsky took the 4nitlative to
guarantes all rights te what appeared t0 ba a militantly antl=" .. °
Marxist and anti-Bolshovik tendency, oven to the extent of submlt-
ing to it, Af 1% ghould win the majority, But st the arme time he
took upon himself, in an appropriato tone, the most comprohensive,
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the most. intransigeant, the most searching oxposition of the sirat-
eglc concepts at 1ssus, so that therse should by the slearest - '
poebible theoretical dirrerentiation or vonflicting tendencles.
At thls stage of American development, the repétition of the task
accomplished in 1940 and developed since, would be a betrayal. The
conditlon lald down by the 8.W.P., that this typs of discusslon
gshould be prohiblted in the I,W.P. except tindor the speclal c¢ond-
itlons proposed, 1s completely Justified end 1s indizated by both
the objective situation and the past history of the parties. But
the same objective situatlion and the sams past of the partles demand
thet acceptance of the readiness -of the W,P. to submit to the maj-
ocrity, should be accompanled by a discussion, before the whole
‘International, &nd iy possible, indtiated by 1%, on the perspectlvas
of the Amerdican revolution including such corollaries as the Negro
question. " Not to do this means fo ignore the symbolic significanee
of tho events whlch have followed the paect on unity, It 1s to be
catogoricelly asecerted that these evonts sprang from the political
vacuum creatcd on the nationsl scene by the Unity Pact which ap-
prared to be nothing more than a.case of repentance and forglveness
instead of s political eonjuncture ending one historie period in
- the history of American Bolshevism and opening up another - the
struggle for the mass party of the revolution, Without the con-
sclous, deliberate poslng of new-strategic perspectlves, to taks
the unified organization forward in theory as 1t hopes to take them
into the proletarlet Ain practice, the unresolved conflictwill tend
to perpotuate.itsslf around the old ‘axis. It 1& the pollitics of
. 1940-1947 that caused and maintained the breach and .it le the pol-
itics of 1947 that muet solve it, If unity 1s desirable and pose- -
ivle, then how. clse, at this stage i1s it possible to begin the task
of cementing the prolctarlan and genuingly rovoelutlonary olements
in both American parties? @Good intentions and adjurations to hard
“work are not sufficient, . Political differontistion is a Bolshovik
nenesslty, . Thus, political differences will net be hidden behind .
silonce or futile dlscussions about ‘puresucratic collootiviem®
and Tburcaucratic Jungle® and "dcceptions" and "misunderstandings.”
What ie roquired are glearcut political ipsucs, the discuasion.of
whioh could only result in benefit to all concerned, odueation of
the Inteornational, and, if necessary, a dpfinitivo scparation of
Ameriean Bolghevism from all other tendonsles. Co

: . For thie.clarification must Yo posed also the nogossity for g -
comprehonaive program of educatien in the principles and application .
of dialéctical matoriasllsm a8 applied to tho Amerlcan scen®  The
letters, memoranda, converaations, ete, of Trotsky, the most =~
preclous aresnal of analysls of the Unilted States ever made, must
form the basis for a revolutionary attack upon every phese of
American bourgeois production, social 1ife and thought.’ In the
face of such a program the: whole vapld nonsense of verbiage, pese-
imism and defeatiam of the W.P, are certain to be exposed and
exploded, ‘marking. the end of any  possilbility of the resurgence of
S8hachtmaniem as a tendency.in the Amerioan party.

9) The International is hereby warned that few %taska before
it are more imnortant than the political oclariflication and organw
izatlonal solution of the mlperable’ situation to which the aAmerican
movement. has been reduced, The W,P. whioch has played so
mischlievous ‘5 role in the Unlted SBtates has now unmistakably ehown
that it hes already transferred its operations to the international .

“~fleld, By the same vague and advsnturous politics combined with
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sharp organizational atpacks, which havo characterized it in 1940
and 1945-1947, 4t sobks now to bulld supword-ror 1tgelf abroad.

The International should not be deatived by the political bank-

-ruptc{ of.the W,P, into bolicving that it still-does not have groat
capacity Tor dlsruption at home and abroad.. The "centrifugal tend-
enclog! in the lntornational‘have-alrcady rocolved cubstantial. sup-
port fyom the W.P, -and the infinite adjustabllity of its opportun-

. 1stdpolitic&”is always at the bock ané call of 1ts organizational
neeods, ‘ o P . /

ey

1

. .. . * [ . /
From the beglnning uf the unity negotiatlions there has been’
inherent in the S.W.P. a tendency to elevate lte own difficulties
with the:. W,P. into princlples for the' organlzation of the Internat-
) sonal,: It would be a sericus errar, freugitt with great denger; for
our movement, 1if inder the influence of the American dispute, pro-
ponents of ‘tne theory of bureaueratic collectivism or of the Ttotal-
jtarlan character, of the Stalinist 'Partiss® were to be consldered

eo inadmissable yg,the ranks q:'the.Fourth International.

~The moral authority of.the'Intﬁrpational-inevitably suffered

in the United States Trom ite ‘equivoch) handting of the unity ques-
tion, Its intervention, though of necessity only of- a moral char-
acter, was of great effect. With the new situation the Internation-
al has. the duty to intexrvene. . Xt nmust, above all, avoid glving ’
_the impression that 1% hag nothing more to contribute to American
Rolshevism thafn the.yols ol organizational peace~maker between the
¥i.P._and_tho 5 U.P. It would be‘'acting contrary to.&ll the trad-
..iiiocns and legsons of Bolshevacm AL it failed at this stage,. %o, _
. recognize that the wdolltlcal perspectives in the Unlted 8tates,must
be the basis of ‘organizatlonal clariiication. , .

" 10} 'The crigis of huidnlty ie the crisis of the proletar-

ian leaderehip, The very fact that the unity negotiations have now
continued "for two years ‘shows. that thers ig a  power-ul need and .-
urge for .unification. So ' Tar'the effeetive prolatarian leader-
ship has shovn 1tself” ‘ynable ‘elther 1o cemont unity or pol-

Acally.-to degtroy . the noed for or the urge toward unity. .

Under the circumstandes 1t is neoessary %o urge.upon .all part-

loipants the careful study .of the following Irom the. ./
documents of the 1940 dispute: - .

1 "A lightrminded attitude towards party organization,. towards
aplits.and'dnificatloﬂg'«‘pne of the most characberistic exproessions
of Intelicctualism and dilettantlsm - 1a a fatal thing., BSoclallsm
ia inevitable but the struggle for soeialiem by means of the pro-
letarian revolutlon must bg organized. The mole means of organizing -
the .proletarlan revoiution 318 the revolutionary party, 4 petiy-

.bourgeols intellectual or dllettantewho has not ascimilated the
tdcag, of Marxism inté his blood, is capable of ruching into unlf-
1cation one day, when there is only a seeming agrecment and of sgplits
the next day at thij first sign of anrious dissgroomont, - Not so the
workers, The worker joins a party for. strugglo. ~Ho puts hie 1life
into 1%,  Ho takes his timo bofore joiring in ordor to ceco vhat a
varsy 1s doing as fcll as what it is saying. Yhon such a ‘workor
ioinge, a party he takea 1t very soriously.. Ho giveo 1t hisg full
davotlon and vocoils flexeely agalnst'anyono’whoitakes the panrty.
iightly and dlsrcgards its dtsoipline, - = '~ ‘ .

Man.intellectual dilettante is capable.of -Jolning a party . .
without attachlng any greaﬁ'ﬂlgniricance.to:suoh.an action, and of,
leaving it at tho 'first disagrocment or -more of ton---the first..
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" ‘time somoone steps on his toes: Tho worker, on tho other hand, who =
as a rule will not Join a party unless he means busineéss, will not

. leave 1t at the first disappointment or when the first doubt enters

. hds.mind.’ No, the worker clings to his party and gupports it until
all his oonfidence and hopes in it are exhausted. Thia is the
great fuctor which underlies the sxtraordinary tenacity with which

. thousands of militant workers stick to the Communist Party., Super-
ficlal intellectusls are inclined to regard these workers as incur -

“able ldiots,. Not so, The workers cling to the C.P. in spite of
dlsappointments and doubts and misgivings only because they do not
see any other party, This sentiment of seriocusness, devotion, sac-
rifice, tenacity - horribly abused and betrayed by the Stalinists’
fakers - 1s a sentiment that in escence is profoundly revolutionary,
Don't be hasty to leave your party, That ia & sign of petty-bour-
geols impatience and instabllity, not of prolstarian revolutionary
resnonsibility,® o - -

II

The Johnson-Forest Minority has from the beginning opposed the
political attitude of the Y7.P, and S,W.P, in posing unity in organ-
izational torms and not in terms of the objective situation in the
United 8States and the needs of the international movement., It has
blttarly resented the political practice of both partises in conduct="

- ing thelr relations with Manority on.unity solely on the basleg of
.whether the Minority would split from one party and join the other.

Ihe Minority refused to splif from the W.P, because the gug-
-geetlon was accompanied-by the clear indlcation that such a split
would ba pbut a proliminary to a definitive declaration of the un-
fitnéss of the W,P. for membership in the 8,¥.P. At a timc when’
the possibllity of unity seemod hopeless the Minority refused %o .
"lend any support, theoretical or organlzational, to such a policy

and declared to the Intcrnational, the S.W.P, and the W,P, that it
would activbly onpose it. - With the signing.of the Unity Pact and -
the gencral acceptance by the comrades of this pact this responsib-
dlity of the Minority ends. It proposos to ecok ways and mcens '‘to
-carry out tho unity envisaged in the pact, The Johnson-Forest -
Minority refuaes to-take any responsibility for the acta, trivial
“or othorwise, by which the W.P, has imporiled the unity; or for any ‘
interpretations or misinterprctations of the pact, or any conditions
the W.P. chooses to domand., The principled right of the W.P?, to -
membership in the F,I, is now established and this with the by no
means negligible asslstance of the Minority. The future course of

the W.P. MaJority is now in 1ts own hands. Nothing prevents it;,

1f 1t so wishes, from following the example of the Minority: reopen-
ing negotiations with the S,W,P, and sesking ways and means %o .
eliminate causes of distrust and to implement the Unlty Pact. -

.The Johngon-Forest Minority 1s impelled  to take the step of
Amplementing the psct for the' following self-evident considerations:
= 1, - The world situation and the political nhosltions of the
Mlinority have long demanded that the Minority align itself with
those elements in the- CIC which are.in opposition to the mwponents
of--the:theory that the proletariat ie. today permested with dsmocrat-
ic Illusions. The "bureauoratlc oolleotivists" and the Tetro-
- gressionlats of all stripes are extreme forms of this type of sub~
Jective pollitlcal thinking which constlitutes the greatest danger
{0 ocur movement today. C fe Do .
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i1, With tho doath of Trotsky and the breakdown pr bour eois
society, the Internatichal needs more than over moral guthority and
orzaniuational suppori from all tendenoies. The Johnson-Forest :
Mincris ty hne fought Tor this conaiatently against the savego attacks
Oan and coacoalad, unpca the International by the W.P, Majority.
At thle gtago it ie necossary to aupplemont the 1ldoological . atrugglo '
by coacruio a,tion.

114, ©On the Ancrioan gecene the proletar&at dur‘ng the past
two years by 1ts actlions has glven amplc warning to tiic revolution-

ary movement that 1% has -chthred upon "iko yoars of decision.” Only.

those who do not gep thig or who misunderctzng the role. of the
party in revolutionary struggle, can ighore the, 1ece=sity for
ipmediately sceking to implemcnt the Unily eact.
ir, ‘ac Miﬂority has boen proved puwaricsd to infiucnce the
Majority by ite ourn princionled struggle foo Folsheyism ap' the
United Statea., The 4.7, Minority hss epent wix yoers of cpposition
to the theory of "bureaucratic zoilectivisn' wnu a dangescus deviate
ton from Marxism, 1t has implacably oprosel mnd hae consisuently re- -
fused in welting and In speech to *011 the Mzjovity in its slander-
ouc attacks unon the F,I, and the u.h.P; Yet the:W.P, Maqority, ag
goon as the Unity Psct was signed, nit only demand.ed buf expected
that the ¥W.P. Ninority would make a: :bloc with 1t on these questions
ageinst the 8.W.P. and the F.I, "It is uovioua that the correspondn :
ence bHetween Bolshevik thﬂo*v and organ: .za%tional action _has 'no ‘
meanlng for tke W,P, Majority and ¥1ll heve to be taught them by,
‘othevs. Meonwhile, the’ Joanron-Foreet . Minority will teach the-W,P.
Maiority, by action, al least this much: that 1ts loyal. snd -
discip;ined nembarsbip ‘of the W.P, and its struggle for unity: have
been &nd are matters of Boishevik disgpline and Bolahevlk pollcy.-,
‘Thay have not mltigated butinteneifiéd the Hinority 8 dete"minat— -
ion net to be confounded in.any .way with the"unique theovetiozl -
contributions"of the W,P. to Marxism .and the organ;zatlonal prac-_
tices that correarvond to thoec’ uheoriea.
v, Pne Johnson—Foresu Ninority has come %o ‘the condiuaion
that it can do nothirg further to‘influence the W, P, Mg jority poln_
“itically. Political 'differences have been- clqrified ag far -1
peasible; the lines have been drawn. .The degeneration of the H_E
now ;nvolves the Minerisy in wearisomé and T futlle political. -
ntruzgles The' . obsulnacy of the W,P. Fujority in blindly purauing
the uoursevit Tollowed 'immediately after the Un:ty Pact, desplte -
_the objections of the Minoprity:. the MaJoriuy 8 statemants now that
the. 1nuidents werd trivial; 1ts shameful attempt to smear the
Minority for disloyalty ~ a charge whifh will be abundantly dls-
provad before the wholo International: . the written statement by
Bnachiman and Goldman that Johnson 18 nof £it to be. in the party;
the degrading shifts and dodges, demoralizing to all concerned, to
which the Majority has been reduced 1n order to revérse its pos-.'
1tion on the Genoral Strike; all thesc events of rocent oceurrence
zvo taken place not only without a' single protagt or obJaction
rrom the membership, -but, by "Yheit incorvoratior. Ifi%o - the intripuecs
ard manouvers of the lc¢adership. " After the nistory of tho rotro-
u1csnion thoory in the W,P., an expdpiunco withoum parallel in the
nlgtory of Bolshevism, aftcr the scanfelous tanhglc, of opposing
Uﬂlit;cel nositions on theo Nogro quostion, still-unravelled, the
novity hase beon comnelled ‘to' drawitho conclusion thet the ¥,P,
Jt a ptognant organizatlon without pofgvpetives, ‘sufik.in pottye
Mrreeeis gonceptions, and dospite gll its tonagity agalnst the
hrurzeolsio, incapable of saricus change except in a difforvent -
‘m:licu, The Minority does not accuso the memborship of the W,P,
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of being nothing else but blind followers of the leadership; it . -
does not. characterize tendencies. of the Fourth Interpaetionsl in
this way.  But it recognizes to, the full the result of seveh yesard -
of- Shachtmenite vpclitics. and) of thé ladf twp yesrs of propaganda
egainst “Cannonism" in the W,F. The existence of two parties and
the a%illful exploitation of party ldyaity have had a stultifying
effect upon the free political development of the membership.

©11) As a result of the .developments in the elasa struggle
and as a result of.eix years.of congtant struggle in the W.P,, the
. Johnson-Foreet Minerity, while actihg always as loyal, devoted and
dlsciplined -members of the W.P,, has developed consistent positions
on all the questions of the févolution and the counter-revolution
of cur epoch, partlcularly in regard to the Unitdéd States. The ‘
international comrades, for the most part, Hdve seen fit to ignore
them and, even »n an international seale, as lato as January 1947,
have been concerned with the Minority .only in giving -it advice %o
split. The Minorlty 1a not deterred by this, but a& a completion
of six yeare of work it ilg-now engaged in publishing documents, .
néw and old, embedying ite political 1deas and gxperiences, lnclud-
ing a-balance shoet of its geven ycars in the W.P. and a fundsment-
al dooument on its revision.of Trotaky'e position on %ho,Rugslen
question in the context of the present perspective of proletarian
revolution. - . B Lo L

.. _The Johnson-Forest .Minority, however, now recognizes that its
own development and the. "growing revolt! of the American prolet- -
- -ariat compel-a drastic reorientation of its previous course., It
.. WEll ‘struggle for its polltical positione, -including that for ‘unity,
=, particularly on an internationel -scale, by all the ways and ‘means.
- traditlonal in our movemgnt coupled with the discipiine it 'has -,
© -always shown. But it hereby deglarcs that.ite main purpose now 18-
to devote 1ts energles .towards the bullding ‘of the revolutionary
party by winning workerg'into its ranks. It believes 1t to be
the duty of all revolutionaries in the United -States v
- %o be hostlle actively.to.the preogcupation with internal dis-
-euyssion and -the winnlng over of groups of Trotskyites ‘from oneg’
point of view to dnother within the party oz rival partiea. . This
. .type of politics, is, at.this stage, the main ‘enémy of the'
‘devélopment of the revolutionary parsy in the United' States sand
can be traced directly to the lsck of revolutionsry perspestive.
Contrary to the bellefs.orf petty~bourgeols arrogance. and ignorance,
~ penetratlion into the workers! movement ‘and milieu demands not.a
.- lowering but a_heightening of the theoretical level of the cadres,
particularly An the -United States. For.the Johmson-Forost Minority
thla means that such theoretical activity must be aimed agalnst .
the bourgecolsle and againet the 'enemles of Bolshevism for the.
-oongolidatlion.and the mputual édugation of the party and the
workers. The Johnson-Foreat Minority:proposes for itsolf as-1its
next step the task of integrating itsolf in the 8.W.P, It will:
seck to learn from. thoir expericnces, to poenctrate always more -
doeply into.the mass proletarian movement and-to test-the idess
that 1t developed during thg seven years, not gs s faction in the
disguesion of thages,-bhut in-the closcat comradely asssoclation for
the common tasgk of _iyning‘Wbrkora to the party. " . .

12) Tho Minority relteratos its dotestation of the hystorioal

accusations of the W.P, agalnet tho fbiibeaiicracy" in the 8.W(P.©

657 |
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Tho manner. in which the-WiP. usod thé torm-fbaréaucracy” against .. '
the leadorship of a soction of tho CIN -implics.that tho rovolution~.
ary workors and intolloctuals who.conatitute tho'0I0 of their &wn
froo will oreet and subordipate themsolves to "bursauoracics” of a
Stalinist typo. Particulariy aftor tho hisjory of the lasgt firftoch
yoars, this tyve of political accusation is the: roet shameful- and = ...
irrcsponeible capitulation to tho torpor ¢f the proletarian rovolut- . =
lon which is boing ‘today systematically injected:ifito thespetty-. - . ..~
bourgeoislo and the prolotarliat by 1mgcr1allam in.avery part-of.the, ' ...
world and 1z a vilc slander against tho traiitions, aims, and prin-- N
ciples of our movement., The Minority herv ropeatd its principled .
gtond on this qunsetion, ss cnunclated in. ive, rcsoliition on party -« ™ ‘...
tneke oubmitted to the May 1948 Convention of the:¥.P. | * k}

. . N - [ .
"The W.P., does not unduly concorn itsdlf with-probloms such as
Honsen's article on Cannon and the controversy in the B.W.P., about
the rights of intcllectuals to criticize the party and the publie- ..
ation or non-publication of letters, ete. Tt docs not give.the AR
alighteat credence to the conception that a party cannot be built
with Cannon, It is confident that if Cannon or Gannonlsm or any
other individual or tondency atands:in the, way of building the -
¥ovement in thoe United States,. .then the rovolutionary cadros 'in
toth the W.P. and the S.W.P, will ¢ilther defeat '‘such individuale or-°
tendencles or thereby prove their inability to defeat 'the bourgecis-. ..
is, The Y,P, makes 1te main attack on Cannon’s regimé¢ its refugal .- *°
to enter honedtly into fusion negotiations. Thls refusdal.betrays’. = °.
its stultifying monollthic conceptions. The W.R. ‘recognizes that ', .
the mere acceptance of fuslon Yetween the two parties would strike i
a death blow at the monolithlc. conceptlon. A171- other preqccupations .,
are subordinate, dleorient the membersiiip of both partles and -: -
strengthen the Cannonite miseducatlion in the raik and file of tha'",.
" §,W.P. on unity," (The Task of Bulddiiig the Bolshevik Party, .. TR
Convention Bulletin #3, March 28, 1948, 0.83) - G . -

| 15) The C.I.C. has recommended to all.who:vish £ live under
the banner of the Movement. a‘speclfic dourge ofi“hctiony to unify
with other national groups vwherever possible inpreparationfordis- |
. eunsion, The Unity. Pact also lays down: conditions for such unific-
ations in the United States. The Minority now proposes to request..
from the W.P. 8 transfer of 1ts membership to the S,W.P, ‘and td-°.
request from the 8.W.P. an acceptance of that membershlp. SR

From the first day of its existence up to this moment “the Min- -~ ¢
ority has scrunulously refrained from secret consultatlons, . S
intwigues and maneuvers of any kind with the 8.W.P, or any reprege. - .
entnsive of the C.I,C.  However, with the prescntation of-this doc=
ument to the 2.C. of the W,P, i1t will seek all legltimate . meane te ., -
caryy out the policies outlined hereln. e et

. 14) It le not the purpose ‘of the W,.P, Minorlty fo make the
request for transfer and 1te repercuselons ggything nore than an
internal oplesode within tho confines of the’ .I1.0. The Minority l1ls
a politlcal tendency, numorlcally emall, organizetionally ineignif=-
icant, projected Into a fictitlous importance only by the maneuver-
1st politice of the W.P, and 8.W.P. It is not a party as are the
W.P. and the B.W.P, and in the paet it has beon forcad lnto eli-
uationz over which 1t had no control and for which it had by im-.
plication to take responsibility, it declares before the whole
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e ﬁdentgration or.the W, P. ‘of 8.V, P or -Tor disputna whion may’ reeult
S'from Ats proposed action, - The Minority leaves.to thoas who -
control recognized orgerizations the negotiations for ita transrer
and whntevor may -emerge therefrcm.'

15) In view of the attitude adopted by both thc W.P, and ‘tho
9.W.P. to unity at the present stage, the Johnaon-Forest Minority .
will do all in its power to place the pollcy hero outltnod beforo
all partins legitimately intcrested.

July 5, 1947 7.8, Johnson
F, Foreat

For tho Jeohnson-Foreet Mipority.




