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The nublicatien of Cemrade ‘Shachtman’s oireuler, ™he Wrong Beegh, -
(Bulletin of the W.Pe, Vol.2, No.3, Anril 21, 1947) mekes it nécesmary for the
mamberahic to congider seriously the dletinctinn beotwsen petty-bourgeols noli-
tica end Bolghevik politics,.

The hysteria, fasr and terror which the Majority ieaders have ingtilled
into the members and their digsemination of atrocity stories sbout the SWP are
the very worat prenaration for the great tasks cheed. They claim that the
SYP 13 slenderinz and has slandercd them to the SWP nembrrshine At this stage
all auch matters could have been taken un with the SWP lzadership calmly end
firmly. The oresent noriod should hove brrn waed Julicioualy to review our own
" past and, obeve all, to elsborate our contributinona to oarty tmildines. The
ntragezle for unity ig only & nrrparation. The reel oroblems of building the
mass revolutlonary varty degin after unity and demend o prried or integration
during which mutual confidence 1a establisherd on &ll eidrs. ®nly Utooians who
know nothinr of the histery of Bolshevism.cen belicye that, 2000 will beécone
20,009 1n the eclasa atriggle without uvheavels, confliets, factions, groupings,
ete. That 1s the wey the proletariat learns, different layers come inte action,
.. vietorire and defrate oceur and eharn and sudden changrs apre necesuary. As
" the cless struggle develons, throretical oroblems ape iliumineted, old forces
‘tire, new oaes cmerge.  Instead of preparing the nembershiv for this with the . -
.. -seriousnees and foresight of Delshovil -desdera, the Kajority logtershin hed it - i
- yolling end screaming about the coming struggle aver democratic rights and. - :
fearful of the bureaucratized, Msmmi-Stalinlat® party-of the 3¥B and .of Ele:
deen machinationa in. which Cannonité wolitice repertedly eonsiste v It {8 a- o
fhaneful, scandslous, and utterly degrading vrocedure and weslens the movement
at a critical stage in 1%s develapment, o o B B

- Zhe X Letter
.. "Before the firet New Yok membership meeting on unity was hold, Comrade . e

. ‘Shechtasn lmew the contentn of the "XM letter énd reported.them to the PG," &

< Johnaon and Forest suthorized the PC. tn meke the necesssry correc¢tiones Shark:
“'man’d4d go in hia speegh. - Comrade Foreat asked for and received- gpecinl  time
<. at-the meeting in order to give an account.of &l1 nagotiations, dieeuselosns, - .

“""etes, .concerning anity in which Johnson and Forest were invblved: A

. -Subseguently; the PC obtained a copy of the "X' letter and decided to
. breadeast, in divlomatie lenguaze, that Cannon was a liar. It wanted $c place’
¥ Tohnson end Forest in a preition where they would have to- take. their ehare in:
¢ talling Osnnon & liur. Just & step aheed wes, the noesibility that both Oannon Con
.. 8nd.Johnaon-and the Secretary of the GI0 would all be. calling each other liars .
. 'and” exporing nlots and counter-plota. ’ s . e ol

For the correction of error, Johnion and Fareat were reedy. Bub they-were
- Getermined to lend no encourazement to tho policy of discrediting nolitiezl -
' ovponents a8 a substitute for nositive Dolitical positions. Hence when 1t wes
. Tirst vrovosed in the PO that the WXM letter be rublished, Forest, in the ,
abeence of Johrson, oonesed the wublication of the letteg,. Yewverthelasn, the .
PO requesterd Johnaon to welte Cannon a lettep, Horeover, the anxt day, this
[irequest, along with the "XM letter, wns made known to the memberashipn in g way .
" that left no alternstive but to enter into the ploture. Ve did go in & pammer
.caleulated to do the leant possible harm to our movement. Wr arat: our lester . -
- to Opnnon and attashed to it our report to the FC end to the memborshin ef our -
“pert in the unity negotiationes We are roquesting the PO thas theso onolesures ",
algso‘:bp‘publishnd;..‘ We gavn the PC a copy of the latter and onclosurca sent .




4o Cannbn. Purthermore, we 1et it ba Jmown that we gonaidered ouy: rasponsibility
discharged and that we would not asle for the letter to be pudliahed. . If:the BO W
wished to publish, that was its business. If it wished te aporise the members -
of 4t and the members domonded publication, that too wes 143 recponsibility.

The letter is- the property of the FC. We wanted s part in keaplng the ques-
tion aliye. Ye have analyses that we shell mske publis. Wo one will have to

urge us to tublish thege. They will consist of the rigorous anslysis of the
development ‘of the WP from 1940 o the present dey in which we shall chew step

bty step the political and organtzational degeneraticn which we have Tought
uninterruntedly for gix years. .

thywesncractest end Ciigues " 7 .
%he whoie nroordure of Ghachiman from 1940 to today is to.obscure bis poli-
ttoe” vacillat¥ons and the uncleer pollcies of his own camn by questions of
igrruine party demccracy®. This 1g the corruption of cur membershin. In bour—
geois soclety, every trick is used to provent the vorkers seeing the nolitical
1nsupe, clearly and acting accordingly. Boisheviam, for its life, mst do the ’
enpeaite. Ve shall &o evrrything et our dispoasl to meke the membershin see
tist wno course of the Majority eae climaxed in this campatszn is the onery of
“taédr collective snd individual drvelopnent as seridus revolutionarics, Many,
‘of tncm kmow no better, They came to the movement wighing to learns It ia time
they s3I0pFd Lo look vhors they ere going, to think, %o come to ecenclusions, and’
“to act. °° B ‘

+

124 ~a% meneuver with the geandal, the waste of Gime, the diveraien of the .l
avvont fon and energies of the wembers, tae vossible embitterment of relation~

" The WP lesdershiv hae committed many erimeg ‘against our movements  This

. sLine throughout -the Internationel, the political degredetion involvedj.coun)

" ey have been undertaken at-thio time by desparate politiciens as the cliax

"¢ actom years of dolitical disintegration. - U s T

v Tadey, the WP lives according to the following avaluation of contemnorary.

" polizicat .The Stalinist regime A5 bureaucratic collactiviat, totalltarian. '

~ ia ruled by a clipde which prastices the leader-cult, holds down the ‘bool

" masnes, miseducstes; them by force and deception and buréaueraticully mAnizald

. tusm. The Steliniat perties are totalitarien parties, They too .are ¢ligues’

which practice the lesder-cult, deceive the bevkvard ressen Bnid bireausratically
... maninulate them. The Feurth Intarnational is led by & glique whick is i1 the

. pocket of Cannon, the leader, who cecelives his follovers ard burennaraticelly.

' 'memivilatesn. them, The SWP 'is led by a cligue which practices the lender—culh
nnd miseducates end buresucraticelly menipulates the pmemborship. The Johnson:
Forest Minority is led by a cligue which practlces the lender-cull, miseducates
itm deckward followers amd Yuresucratically panipulates ‘them.: Implieit, ‘and not -
oliays only implieit, in-this vorld-wide snalysis ia the tdea that it Ls only
tecause they lack power that the Fourth Internatlonel, ihe SW? and the Johnson-.

" ¥orest Hinority have not completed thé dsgeneration which imnoses i1ta buean-:

cratic menipulations on the backwvard workers by forges
. ' o ‘counteraat these Prareaucracies® and "oliques” Shachtman has his Moadre”
' A1l types of revolutionaries are welcoms. Their rallying ory ia not revolution-
ary activity which 1a net #aitable for the backward mesnas. I3 4g not the . .’
motilizaticn of the parties for the task of transforming themsolves into maes
partles.  For this the small, insigniricant parties.are not ready, whatever.'
any*be. the objective altustion. Their vallying ory in. ; nin
. Visipass &8 - enti-Stalinism, ahti-Oannoniam, anti-Johnsontem, |
pulitionl method i exvosure of Sthe 'diahoneaty."dunliniyy._aud-burnﬁné




nathods of politicel opoauonts"by thta megna to effect tha enlio;htanment '
duned, deluded end backward followers ag to the unrelicbility of their leadera.
The organizatienal force of this' political activity is the Yoadre®, the péle,
the original contribution of Shachtman to the politisal ideas of the Fourth
Internetionel. This, stripmed of 21l decoration, is the ut:ecial nnntxcal
atmoanhere of the WP.

The wrersent campalen azainst Johnaon is merely the slimax of a political
degensretion vhich begen with the birth of the WP. In 1940, the then SUP
Minority accused the SWP of "bureaucratic comservatismi®s The inference was
cleers The WP, by democretic dymaemism, would shotr how teo duild e verty. The
WP leaders hed the confidence and allegiznoe of a memberrhin whose efforts,
devotion end readiness to opnese the bourgeolisie stend second to nonr in our
movement, vhen all the circumatences of soolel origin and apecific conditions in
the United Stetes are taken into consideration., But the provonents of democratic
dynamlsm have shown themselves to be a colossal fallure. They have no nersnec-
tivea of any kind. In 1540 when they hoped to demonatrate their party-tullding
cepaclties, they rellird behind s Busslon position caasiating of all sorha of-
diverse elements which later divided into the thrre Leading sositions in the
WP, including thet of the WP Minority. The real burden of the -sttack, however,
vas the lrader-cult, the eclique, bureewcratism, duplicity, ete. Fow in 1047,
wihen their perspectives of party-building are nil, they plece the vhele respon-
83bility upen the prolrtariat and Stelindsm. It 1s 1mpoesidle to blame "buresu~-
cratic conservatism™., Thernforr, "burraucratic. ccoservetism" becomes the .
Thareaucretic Jungle?, end for thc imoreasionistic enalysls of the Busslan: state
el L9b0 is aubstitutod the . 1mpressionistic &nalyaia of thr Stalinist p&rtipe.

Fer more than in 19“0, the expogure of uhﬁ cliquna, 1aader-culta. and all
. the-shemeful ‘crimes of nelificel opperients hes beoome the means whereby: the
- “cedre" in heid together. Thie is the Bolshevism of the lradera of - the WGrkers
Party., It is the last resort of bankruptey. The WP lredershin ¥riows thet’ all ;
its unigue contributions to Marxiem 2re doomod. It sreke to seve its. Rusnian.’
. pegitisn, which is being overwhelmed by stete canitalism. by narrowiﬂg ‘$he .10
" Rugsimn question:down to one of defensism or dofestigme It }nows that oncé. thare
18 a unified party within the United Steters, the tull of the membershin will' .
“discard- the c¢oncepta cof retrogresalisnism, ne revolutinnery situntion: Jithant a
revolutionary nerty. rrmoval of the Soclalist United Stetes of Eur:zo fram tro
‘teo of the order of thr dey, cte. cto. Henoe, ther frontic charectnr of itg
"ettempts to ameér ell its cpnonents as thn primary. nolitical camneign i thp
last frw months of its existence., - . o Ny ‘ " .

"mho Hrong Rnad“ 5 _ ..

bhachtmqn's vnigue cnntributinn to- uolitical thinking, callnd "Thn Wrong
‘Road" zains its solr nolitical coloration from the. quotations he cites from .
Johnson. In his anxiety to catablish that we,’ thr statr-cepifalists have.,
extered into an unpringcipled bloc with Cennon, the workers-ntatist, . Shachtmen -,
throvwe all saution to the wind end recklessly in rtroduces at thie time,: Hhrn thn
"two purtics are ebout %o be united, such phroses ns "opposite eides of the ™ %
barricades®™, "I shoot in one dircctlon and you shoot in annthers! All thia is°
done by a prlﬂciplod men out to arcuse the susvicions. of the Johnson~-Foreat . -
Minority that its leeders are introducing e "iittle chengr' to ocourt the S\P.
. Contragt this to the scber end serious manner in which Johneen &nd Forcat i
state thpir differnncoa on the Rulaian quoation in thoir 1Gttor to Oannont B

.am_].l UThe Minority would 1ikr to elnrify alao 1ta nOaition on thn
" Enasinitwvquention, In our opinion the differences on the Rusasiun:




question go very deep and it hes been clear to us for & leng time that =
they enercach uvon the genersl pelitics of the Intrrnationnl. "Howewer,
8o long ss our varticuler strugele was devotod mwalnly to resistance
azninet ond ervoeurs of the wolliScal nasitions of the WP, we did not
emohiaslze mere than wes necessary our differences with the Inter-
netionals Now, however, that unity, in our oninlon, ia assured, not
only in the U.S5. but in the Internationsl as & whole, we nroposc to
make  very clear to the International whai are the cenerquences of
whet we congldry to be their eatirely false wosltion on the Rua<ian
auestion. In the SWP circular it is stated thrt the line of the
Fourth Internationel has bren 'brillisntly anslyz=eé in the new thaaes
of Germain on the Russian gueation'. In our oninion, the theses of
Germain renregent B serious blow to our movelent, prrticulerly breause
they use o method end arrive at conclugions which wa eannot fer one
moment coneerive g8 being acoeptable to Comrade Trotsky., This the
Minority pronoucs te express in no equivocal terma. 3ut at the

seme tlme we wish to affirm our considered politicol Judement, vhich

is thet In the U.S. thege guestions cannot and should not be ellowed

to disrust the work of building the Ameriesn Party.h

The Johnson tendency, which arcse from {ts Morxist oriticlsm.of Trotaky.
position on.the kussien question, needs no lessens on blecs from Gomrade Shacht-
nens In 1941, we .refused a bloc with the defeatist, Certer, againgt the oon-".
ditional-defensist, Shechtmen, on the ground thet the Carterite brend ‘of L
Burepucratic Oollectivisn which posed the question of o third elternstive TEPLEw
eented the greater devietion from Merxism. Todey, in the United Statems, wo"
cetegorically refuso to meke 2 bloe with Shachtmen vhesc Buresucratic Collectd:

“viam hes bocome indistinguishable from thet of Cortry-fnrrett.’ As to the bl

 internetionelly, we ack: Dsfentism.for waat? Far critieal suwwort. to Micke

lajezk? For the proposal,. at this steze of Europeen develcpments, of ontry by
the Puropeen sections of the Feurth Internetions) Into the rospeoetive Social-"
Democrrtic pertirs? Or for the mobilizetion of the mreses in workers eommitia
pessent committees, with the perapective nf workers nower and the Sncialist .
‘United Stetee of Zurope? If tho Russicn queetisn were 2 question involving th
practicel activitins of lerge numberd of the proletariet and therefore tho
practicel activities of the porty, unity would boe imannsibic.” Until thet td

tho questinn is 2 theoretical questinn. We remind the verty of vhet we Lir;'_qt i
our enelysia of the different tendencies on the Russien questinng 2 :

UThe Minnrity here effirmg thet eny Merxist party which governe -~ ¥ -
1ta prectleal wolisics by the thesreticel perspective of bturesucratic .
enllectivism as & !third altrrostive’ to cepitallom ~r gocialism ‘
2) rrpudistes Marvism which 1g baard from top to battom on the dual-"
ity nf bourgenisie and proleotariat ag ceontenders for mastery in modern
dodiaty, h) leeds inevitebly to tampering with the fundamentsls of -
Bolghevik strategy. The result st the very best een be only the =
strengthening of bourgenis-damneratic 11lusi-ns in the oarty and 4n
.the masces." (Stetemont of the Fohnson Minority on the Origin,
Charectry end Perapectives nf the Johneon Feotion, Bulletin, Val.l,
¥n, 16, Do 29) . * . N ‘

Fnr years no nne hes been able to st & word mub of Shechtman on thé thmry :
ef rotragreasion which dirtiod tho pagrs nf the FI month after month, Ta this: -2

dey, Jehnsan and the perty weit in vein for tho reogsluticn of the WP ~ the ..
dmorissn questinn, 2 new draft nf which wea cubmitted te the 1946 Convaiitinn:

. on the waraing of the day of ita edoptinn. The norty walts for a resolutin.

g N2 \.!‘.,.',e:.\l._-
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on the I?rgrﬂ ques*i'\n int~ vhich 18 to ba 1ncorpﬂratedbthe rannluthn ﬂf Be*g.
The Internati-nal waits in valn frr soms guidance nn the Jungle that ia the
theory ~f buresueratic collectivism. @n all these gueatirne, the lexdarship has
been silent, has been silent €ar years. A honeless cwmiusi~n besets the vasty
as tn whether unity is desirable because the sdjective situati:n and the radical-
izatirn 9f the messes domand that we m~bilize aur forces to bulld the party: rr
.vwhether unity is necessary ir view of the pelitical stagmmtincn in the United
States. B5ilent nn g1} thege fundamental questisns, the nerty lesdershin jumms
wnt~ its element and sets the ataze for its real prlities - what Johnsn seid %o -
Cannn after the plenum had taken its decisinn., Inn't this the drageing of the
party intn the md? Is nn vnice nf prntest gring to be ralsed?

Preclsely becsuse Shachtmen’s pnlitics cnnsiste ~f n~thing else but expre-
ures 2f bureaucracy and dishrnesty, he muat rezerd any sober statement of nnliti-
cal agreement or disegreement as & bonding nf prliticel line or a capitulatinn.
4s 8 gubstitute fnr prliticel prgiticne which cen be Judged by the vangnard in
redati~n to the proleteriat as e whole, he pursues a pnlicy »f destrrying his )
vgnrnents by attaclcing them in subjective terma 28 buresucretic, dishoneat, and . -
deceptive. As he Judges the working class politically wnlways as beckwerd and in
terms nf defeat, so he carries nn his prlitics within the fremewnrk ~f disil- :
si~nment and rejectinn by the Jorking class of pnlltical lpederahin in zenersl.

4 the name ~f domrcredy, he senks £n raily er~und himself all who have a dis~. "
truat of the leedership »f the SWP and the Internstitnel but whw hava nn nnntical
rnitinn except their grievances and dl'aanuﬂintmer.t.a.

‘ *’Iith an pellticel positlons 1-.'hlch can win decisively in the c'mraa nf the
’class etruggle, Skaehtman can think anly in terms of "hunger' for blegs which

. have'an imediate practical value in is~lating an ‘epnonent. So lightly dnes he

_ tere hip own pniitics) veelfirns thet he cennn~t even imegine that cthers would: gn

0 the politicel trruble, nf underteking & serirus eollabaration tn® stmggle

" peainst them. Yhen esnfranted with such 2 posaibility, ke dnas nab: éven: bﬂfher
t» deny that he is revisionist. In his terroyr at being isolated “he™ can’ nnly

try to drive a wedge between hie politicel nuponents by srwingz mutial” diltmst &
¥or what nurmose: . So he can win rne nf them tno his mm pnlitieal nnsitifma?
Hardly. Hig pnliticel pnaitirns are mentinned anly in naasinp. Rather vk 2k e
“wazld 1ike to achieve 1s the wianing nf Cann-n ar the Jrhinsnn Minsreity $r his
Uright way" ~f making 'pﬁliticul euphemigticelly called "& high maximum of fmnl—-
nesa and mutuel underatanding. Freakneds end matus) understanding on ‘What?
Political differences? Hardly. Hsther franknéss in expogire end g-unter-:
exuogure of -every step in negotiations. The membershin muat be cﬁntinunualy

. infrrmed of every disegreementy major ot minnr, every Yeonfidential! letter, u.ntil
it devntes all its energies tn nnthing else but sneculati~ng and nuspicinus T
vrobinge of motives and intentiens, and until it rrgarda any Juﬁiciﬂu& and **n'm
legdorship as burasucracy end cliquism, "exelusively &t the $op.”" Practicel . .

" gnllaboration is necessary in srder thet the members "will be able %9 check wtth

" eech nther on Tetoriea! thet are elrculatine.! V\iith such £ "right wey", the -
Brlsherik party ig %~ be trajined t~ fight smainst the bﬂurwniaio. I

In his haste tn drive the wedge between the Johnenn-Farest \{hnrity and. the
S"P and the SWP end the J-hnamn-Farest Minnrity, Shachimsn divilges to the . .,
'J'r'hnannites thet "enybedy whe Jmows anything ebnut the SWP leederehiv ia svere .
that it has n~ uge whotever for the prlitienl tendenoy rrnrpsented by_Johnerna.
~ At the same time, ho challenges the SWP thet the 'deletion froo the article on
.. the Snelel Griaiu in the United Stetes and the Genoral Strile “uh'auld oo
nf, ,rg.naiw" t2 theme He chrsgos to quote whnt ve spenly chrse tc doleto aftar
. unity wag ﬂar:l.'rualy prﬁpnsog_._.) He d.i n'!t chxsw q%%ﬁﬂ;:m% en. 21/1:‘
RO = Al B /o~
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cnns:l&rrrd. politioal Judgment in mr Amorioan Resolution of a yner apn, Vhﬂﬂ
unity:ves nnt en immediste porspeetive, evd even dofare the SUP olabnratod ita
Anegicen Teaclution.

HThe Sncialist Workers Party has hed ~ne incotimablc advantage
nver the Workers Perty in that 1o general, end in ozorticular in 1ts
troatmont »f internatinnal news, it shrws n~t the faintest trace of
‘retragression end pleera itenlf before the Arericen working eless ns
the Trats¥ylet nerty of the snclalist revolutim st home and ebroad.
Nt anly in relatisn to Burape but in reletisn t~ the UYnited States tho
SWP provegende is in the full Trobelyist treditien in thet 1% 1s eons-
clmye always ~f the ckellenge t+ the bdeupgenis arder contoined 1z the
acreasive cotinns ~f the proleteriat. The SWP cmstently makes the
Americnn workers avwere of the eoning gneiel revnlutinrn in the United
Statrs. M

At the time this proved t7 Shachtmen that we hed "esnituletrd $o Cannsniso®
end thet theref~re o "cadre® wes necessory. The szae Shechimen, vhr, 1o the '
pre-conventlon perind wes onxisus to prove the capltuletisn of Johnson tn
Cann~niem, nav energes &s the defendeyr nf the nnlitlcel differences of Johnson °
. end Forcet with Cennnn. The role nf cleri 1er,‘o£ piliticel differences is the.

mae leest suited to Shachtman, the m zuddler nf prliticel wositinon
¥e d4n n~t need your help in this Conrade Shachtman. Tvents end prlitics 'd.llL

. influence and decree the relatinns between the Jrhns~n-Farest Minority,’ ‘the: 5 WP

.end the CIG, m~t your netty-nnlitics. We of the Minnrity weuld be guilty of
“the utmost stupidity if we cleimed that we lm~w hw the meas rev'vlutinnary
perty in the United States will be built. Vhet we Imow is thet the WP Mednrﬂ.

© fundsmentel premises are wrong end- that we heve our eontribution 0 meka.. 1

;7 _.dn nnt bnnw whn will be nn vhioch gide apd vhen, whet will be the sideg; '-hijv_

they will chenge., A3l thei ig before us paw. Ve of the Minority will put f

. ward eur views at the ¥C with Bnlshevik vignr end full ~f eonf idence, -hope ‘and
excitement that &t legt the unified mrvement In the U.S. Will’ d.eirel ¢ inith

- midgt of a redieelized working class, and thet its mojar cﬂnflicta ond difficul;
. ties, will take place on the Americzn quéation urder the innect ~f the’ greateut
- ~gaciel £orce the world hes ever seen--the Americen nroiertarizat which has at.)

. lzet 1ifted up its head and is stering the Americen bnu“gp'misio in the i‘aca.

questisning ewrything it hua hitherto aaceptpd..

Shach..man spenda &' greaﬂ deal of ‘space o the su‘m:naod criminality nf tl:e
bloo with Cannnn ageinst revisinsnism af the type of the IKD and of ahachtmm. ;
Wes over such hypserisy emd stupidity? First of all, there was no blng. In our;
¢onvergeticnp iith Cannnn we talked abomt mur h-stility tn bureauoratle. collecti.
vism, to the demoorstic nnliticel revolutinon, to everything asrnnscted with

ratrogregaicn. But if there wes a blnc, then whet? Doesalt everybndy know o
that Jennssn and Forest ere mortel enemics of thege crricepts. Heven't wo pube
liched 4% fer end wide?! Here it 1s egein. We ern the irreconeiled chemy.nf "all’
this end in the Internetisnel Mavement we shall form & bloe rzeinst eil” thiu vlt
vhrm we nlezse, when we please, wherr we pleases Mo hete it desplse 1$, wa
.ghell atamn upnn 1t vhercover we cen.  All whn appse, this are cur p')litical-
pllies;, all who suppnrs this ar pley with it, arc our paliticel enctilcns . Wherew
it ie piesible to differcntinte fursolves frnm Snachtmen and his rr-trngrraa:lnnist
‘defeatist imprrssinnistic prlitice and hie orzanizeti-nel alnndnr uamneign,
shail dn sp. Froisky, oven siter charascterizing the then SWE Minnplty ea’ “tho
notty—bﬂurgoﬂie O'omsitiﬂn. frught tn retein it within tho Internetionel, - Wo
hevo frught for unity end will continue tn dn g0 beenuee nf the neceasitios. of
the nbfective sifurtisn in the United Stetee, ., We have beon. ernoerncd “

T tn oget the meabershin nwey frn%hachtmo r,runting a.nd. Enmhrnlizing 1nf1unnua “Anta
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tho larger arena A% the unifiod Trntekylet Navement. 'We hevo feit that it necds
this guidenec end further opportunity &c’'learg than tho Minnrity amild glve it

Unfortunctely, the SWP lrederghip bears its chare of roenrasibility for the
influcnce af the WP Mejarity nver the membership. The SWP is the sffieirl .
arcti-n end the mejority. From 1940 to today it has refused tn recrgnlze openly
that 1ts Judgments in 1940 (u) that the WP wes afraid of ‘he war, {b) that 1t
vas afrald of the tasks of prnletarianizati~n, were abs~iutely falaes It allowed
the WP, un tn the interventinn of the GIC, to take all the initietive in regard
to uatty. It han read the internsl bulletins where the WP passi-nately acught &
way .t of its failurs t» dulld a mass party. It rejriced at the difficulties,
gew ~rly thelr negative side end hoped for the disintegritirn of the WP a0 as to
to abie to sey: "We tnld yru so." A1l this was anly sdded material for the WP
leedershipn. We are confident that in the unified mrvement the mischief that the
WP 1r:3ershin has made with the fundementals ~f Marxism will be ghert-lived.

Zoev uysre able tn esntinue 1% only because they were 1soleted in the verind during
%0 war., We ware eonfident that sdooner sr later es the internati-nal Movement.
wacz mere develoned and events began t~ unrnll, the prliticel rubbish which |
Shzeliman ned accwmilated would be blmwn to the winds. The SWP leadership weuld
ke «mmitting & mistake in regard te the WP if it did not see this barrage of

5 bu-Jernonism , anti-Fohnsonism far vhat it is—the reengnitien nf .crming defeal"...

-

" - ian Fes Muddied Up the Vaters?

We ‘_as}c'.the WP membarshin the following questinon? " Whan hes mixddied up’ li!.'ug_,_= :;'—

..~ ustere wn unity? . Johneon and Forest have glven a full acount S
- diruugaisns on unity with the SWP and the reprrsentatives of the IS. .But eve
AT trey had mot, what then? Jonnson end Fareat’ wead ~ut A% their way to tell'

. Jran that thers wers guspicinns within the WP that the offer of unity on the'
«.Bale rf the SWP was & meneuver t» win' the Jnhnaonites.,  We sedd we did not believe
1iis tub Af 1t were, we would'nnt be & party to it. This, If you plesss, wag N
r1fsp *he WP plenum had decided tn accept the cdnditinns, (Ve had deliberetely.

ieizlly before the WE hed teken its denicior,

Tnw AT when we seid this,Cannon hed asked: "Suppnse the WP is carrying mut m -

iianeuver, what would you do?" and we had replied: UIf the WP is nnt ‘sincere end

ie meneuvering, then certalnly we shell nnt collsborete with them an 1t either,

“or, more preciasely, "We shall split." Bven if this had heppened, which 1t:d4d .-
not, we ask, what thent How did this muddy up wnity? = = ' :

. " The WP leaders zssert that they tonk their decision uuder an threat. Yo' . ™
. agreed that their decision had been arrived at because of thoir positiom on = [ '
unity. The X letter wee pudlished alang with the enmments by Shachtmen, Vasn't
that ennugh? No, fTho PC hed 2 weaspon in its hands. Look et the regult, We = .
repeat; If the wators mre-mddied, vho muddied them? Johnson end Forest have
 been told in the PC by Gates that he cen no lenger spesk freely in tha-;"&, An' the
- pregence of Jehnann end Foraat beceuse of thelr politicel npientztinn, This ™, |
gtetemont, mede by Gttes befnre ha went nn tour, wos protested by Johnson,. ‘uhn'.".r_
however, geld thet he wiuld det force the pratrste Since Getes! retorn, he hea
rtpested 1t unchellenged. 84 Johnann and Frrest &rc agents af the SWP in the ' |
PG whn will repart the digcussicn and daclsions of the PO of the VP to thé SWP. '
~"All this i& supuvnsrd t9 te Balshevism end leod tn elerification of pelitlienl © ' iaiphg
insucs. When, as it inevitebly muat, ell this onmes before the memherahipy 1718777
supnnerd to educete cnd prepare it for a fruitful unity.  We have rlreedy mpdo '

the £71lrwing stotement to the POV
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®In the past, J‘r:hnsnn end ]'r:reat heve alea_vc tmpt thn 20 end the
fuily informed ‘on' ell questions derling with nogstistions or d..llc'uu*onl
with the 8WF ar other reprceentetives of the GIC conesrning unléye In
our opinion, howevrr, the question in tho Gammittec hag now reeched & .
gtegn where whet is nt Lssue 1s the diacrrditing of & nnuticzl opponent
end nnt' tho advanecmont nf anificetinn nr the clerificzti~n af the
membrrshin nf the partiers concerned snd of tho Mevement. To the samo
degree thet consistent vith politicel nrinui'olr we did everything
posslble in the veet ¢ sdvence the politicrl struggle for the unifi-
gotion af the two vertina, so naw wo ds nnt prapnee o resist the Commit—
tor.in diverting the discussirn. Ve wonld, hewover, rrmind the Committee.
thet the relatisns nf Johnesn end the Hinority as 2 whole tn the Com-
nittee rad the party have & long history. We are propered tn go into
it nnly, howaver, when 1% will have been mede vlain to ell ennerened
.whn fnrced the igsue, whot vurpsecs it wes intended to serve end thage
whn forged it nre prevared tn bear the full regpneibility of the
conaequences. Ve are nnt prepered £t this steze ¢» .merike ony statements
nther then thnse we heve nede or protestetione nf loyelty tn this
enmmlttee, If the Committec 4 dlasetisfied with our stetements on
the quentions ot lseue, it is in commend of & sufficiant madority to-
tele thtever steps 1t pleases.® .

“Pinelly, ve es}- the mam‘boruhi'p ta nate that in mr ouininn che shameml
pilitics af the PC hed resched & atrge where we oonsidered thet 1t wes. €iny
' the faetlinn £11 over the’ ‘souatry to be personally inforned: end consultr'd.
‘J'r-hnsnn asked for prraission th go on tour-end if was- grented,” 7
"]‘ﬂrast have been in communication.. We teke note of the fact th.a\_um.v
négotieticne arc now in the hands of the lrederahip of i;ha Is‘..‘r", the"S!fP.
: .ICIO to be rntified et the EFC.

initiat.:l.ng in the Zectina

(1) & dlgenasion on the Yest and mnnt eﬁ‘ectivp mennn of brlnging
" befora the Interncrtiomal our'version and anelysis of the recent svente
end thP politicel orgenizctinnel gourse which thay rm:reaent._

(2) P rocnnsideretim ‘of aur previnus ett.ltudu to the PO nnd tho_HP
a8 expressed in our statements to the Canventinn and in the mtroduobiun
tn the artiole on the génerel strike. ;

The Ps-"ty will be duly informed of our deciginns. t'util that ti.r.zo wa
propose to toke ne notico vhetever of rumors, trick gquestinne, publicatisns.o
our priveth: enrrespﬂndenoo, or ather pol.it:.oo.l methnda of-the HeJnrity. g -

+ds Re Jﬂhﬂﬁ?‘ﬂ
¥e Poreot




