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A history of worldwide revolutionary developments

25 Years of Marxist-Humanism in the U.3.

by Raya Dunayevskeya,
National Chairwoman, News and Letters Committees

Prclegue:

New stage of production,
New stage of cognition,
New kind of organization

Ever sinec [ began yireparing for the celehratiun
of May 5 as the birthtime of history—-Marx's new con-
tinent of thoupht--1 have been rethinking the birth of
Margisi-Humanism in the U5 There wus no way to
sum up 25 years of the birth and Jdevelopment of the
News and Lotlers Commi*ts s, as well a5 News & Letlers
as paper. without laking account of the philosophic
breakthrough nn the Absolute Idea as containing a
movement from -praciice as well as irom theery. That
occirred in 1053, Once the sphit in the State-Capitalist
Tendency. known as Johnson-Forest(1}, was complete in
1955, our very fitat  publication reproduced my_ May
1220, 1953 Lotters on the Absolule {dea aleng with the
{irsl Enghsh transtaticn of Lenin's hilosophic Note-
hooks. . .

. In a wurd, while 1955 saw the birth of News and
Lelters, both as Cominitices and a3 pur paper, 1053 saw,
at one and the same time, the emergence, in the John-
son-Forest Tendency, of open divergencies towards ob-
jective evenis (be it Stalin’s death, the East German
revoll, the. Berla purge, or McCarthyism), as well as
towards the subjeclive idea of what type of paper
Correspondence was to be and what was its relationship

- in Marxisin.

* - L]

In reaching back to 1953, a .new iflumination dis:

closed that we were really talking, not aboul a single’

year, but about the period 1948-105%, Afler all, nothing
short of the second Industrial Revolution had emerged
with the inlroduction of Automation in the mines. The
aciual word, Automaiion, was not invented vati] five
years later during the wildeats in aute in Detroit, The
trath, however, is that Automation did inillate a new
stage in industrial production.

And since our age refuses to keep the ubjective and
the subjective in totally separale compartments, it “was
during that period that 1 was werking cn three things
at one and Lhe same time: 11 1 was active in the Miners’
General Strike of 1948-50 during the day and evening: 2)
Late at night | was translating Lenin's Abstract of
Hegel's Seience of Logic, sending these translations with
cavering letters to Johnson; 3) I was working on a book
on “Marxicm ond StateCapitalism.” These three activi-
ties led to a three-way correspondence between myself,
Johnsun, and Lee (Grace Lee Boggs).

————e e
{1} Johnson (CL.R. James) broke wilh Forest (Rayu

Dunayeyskaya), vofounder of the State-Capitalist

Tendeney, In March, 1255, News and Lelters Com-

mittees began functioning ol once as Marxist-Hu.

manists,

Furthermore, insofur as the year 1833 Is concerned,
something new hus just emerged in re-cxamining that
year. Although we had jong ago known that Lee and
1 had totally different analyses of the March Sth death
of Stalin and what we were to do about i, it is only
now that T can see the link that cannccts those dif{er-
ences in 1953 to the petiod, 1948:51. Because philosophic
beginnings, the native ground for Marxist-Humanism
which emerged in 1949, didn't become manifest until
1053, and because the Letiers, in turn, contained what
polilically didn'l come to fruition until the actual split
of Uie Johnson-Forest Tendency in 1955 (at which
time Lhey were first mimcographed), It is necessary
to begin at the beginaing in 1949-51.

Ld " -

IT IS IMPORTANT that we took ol the new stage
ol production, Automation, and the form of the workers’
rovolt against it—the 1949.50 Miners’ General Strike—
in the sano way as, in 1933, we logked at the first
revolt against state-capitalism and its work-norms in
East Berlin. The point is thal both slages of production
and both forms of revolt were cvery bit as crucial for
the re-emergence of Marx's Humanism in our age. as
had been the outbresk of World War IT for the birth
of the -State-Capitalist’ Tendency, To grasp the divide
within the State-Capitalist Tendency as it grappled  with
the Hegelian dinlectic and the historle re-birth of Marx's

.Mumanism, it is necessary to look ot the threcway

correspondence on Lenin's Abstract -of Hegel's Science
of Loglc as Lenin grappled with the Hegelian dialectie
at the outhreak of World War I, Let's follow the se-
quence of lelters that accompanied the various sections
of Lenin's werk | was sending to Johnson and Leef2):

On Feb. 18, 1948 1 sent the iranslation of Lenin's
notes on the Doclrine of Being, The covering nole
refers o the “Notes on, the Dialectic” Johnson had
written in 1848, which had then impressed me very
much, but which in 1842 ‘made me cali attention to the
fact that Johnson “practically skipped over the first
baok.” The samie note focused on.Lenin's new apprecla-
tion of the “seif-development of the concept,” no matier
huw “idealistic” that sounds. Lenin had writlen: “Hegel
analyzes concepts which usually appear ‘dead and he
shows that there is movement in them. The finite? That
means movement has come to an end! Something? That
means not what Other is, Being in general? That means
such indeterminateness that Being==Not-Belng . . . "

————

{2) The letters from Feb. 18, 1949 through Jan. 15,
1951 are included in Val. XIII of the Roya Duna-
yevskaya Collection, oparxist-Humanism, 1841 to
Today: Its Orlgin and Development in America
avallable an microfilm from the Archives of Labor
History and Urban Affuirs, Waller Reuther Library,
Wayne State University, Detrolt, Mich. 48202. Par.
enthetical references ln this arliele refer to spevifie
volumes In this Collectivn,
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It is with this new appreciation I felt for Lenin's
Philosophle Notchooks that a philosaphie division starled
10 emerge between the twe founders of the State-Capit
talist Tendency—Johnson and Forest, My lellers 1o
Johnson continued all the way Lo June 10 before I over
ol an acknowledgement of Lhe recaipt of any part of
the transtation, The silenee did not stop me from con.
tinuing cither with the translation or Lhe covering notes.

Thus, on Feb, 25, 1 sent him a transtation of Lenin's
notes on the Doctrine of Essence, singling out three new
poinis for a “historical materialist™ to be cencerned
with: 1} Suddenly Lenin was emphasizing very strongly
the ‘sequence of dates of publication which showed
Hegel's Logic (1813) to have preceded Marx's Commu-
nist Manifeste (1847), and that 1o have vreceded Darwin's
QOrigin 'of the Species (1859); 2} Furthermore, Lenin
was now cmphasizing the genius of Hlegel's appreciation,
rot just of Essence but also of Appearance as against
the Kantian impenetrability of the “thing-n-itsel{™; 3:
Lenin was hreaking fully with his previous stress an the
theory of the primacy of “Causalily,” now sceing that
what is cause becomnes whal is effect, and vice versa.
Instead, he was strassing totality, insisting that: “totalily,
wholeness, is richer than law.,” At that point he was
undertining the lawzuage of certain “definitions” of
totality by Hegel, sech as "sundered completeness,” and
the definition of {dentily as “unscparated difference.”

WHEN, N MARCSH 12, 1 concluded the translutien
of Lenin’s, work and sert Johnson the section on the -
Doetrine of the Nolion, my covering nole for it ao
doubt shocked him: “Let me say at the start that although
you have entered into this ‘conspiracy’ with Lenin, the

outstonding difference between the lwo ‘versions' (of the
Dialectic) is striking, You will note that Lenin's notes
on the Nolien arc as lengthy as those on the Inlroduc-

tion, and Doctrines of Being and Essence combined . . .

although you spent that much: time on Notion, and
included its practice, the thing you chose most to stop
-at and say: hic Rhodus, hic saita to was the Law of Con-
teadiction Ia Essence . . . (but Leain) chuenses lo single
out the section on the Idea.” :

I concluded tha! Lenin no lenger “feared” the
Absclute, seeing il both s unity cf theorctical and
practica! idea, as the method of absolute cognilien, and

as crilicism of all Marxists, including himself, Here is -

how Lenin had put il: “Aphorism; Marxists eriticized
the Kantians and Humists at the beginning of the
201h century mure in the Feuerbachiaa (and Buchnerian}
thar in'a Hegelian manner.”

* Contrast this to what Juhnson and Lec drew from
my iranslation when they discussed it between them.
selves on May 27: “Previous tuv 1914 the whole revolu.
tionary movement, the Second International and all the
rest of them, were essentinlly in the Realm of Being.
Even Lenin before 1914 was not very conscious of
Essence, although the nbjective situation in Russia drove
him to Lthe Logic, The key to Lenin's nutes on Logle
is this relation 1o Essence, We today have nol only to
do Essence, but alse Notion, the dialeclic of the party.”
Lenin, they elaimed, *is more concerned with self-move:
ment than he is with Notien,”

I s very nearly beyond coinprehension te find
how they could make such z cluim in the face of the
fact that Lonin's commenlary on the ioctrine of the
Notion was mote comprehensive than what lLenin had
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Background for head of Marx is a handwritten
page of Lenin's manuscript, Conspectus of
Hegel's book, Science of Logic—September-De-
cember, 1014, (This superimposed graphic was
used for cover of Marx’s Capital and Today's
Global Crisis, published Jan, 1978.)

written on all the rest of the Logic combined. 1n truth,
ag early as the Preface and Introduction, befors he ever
got into the Scienre of lLogic “proper,’ Lenin called
attention to the facl thal the three eategories of Notien—
Universal, Particular, Individusl—were precisely where
Marx “flirted” with Hegel, especially in Chapter 1 of
Capital. Which is why, when Lenin made his own leaps,
he insited that no Mac.ist had vwnderstood Capital, “es-
{:.‘)ciially Chapter 1" unless he had studied the whole of
gic. . . :

» . L

PERHAPS WE CAN UNDERSTAND part of the
reason why when we read the letter in which Johnson
finally (on June 10, 1949) first acknowledged the (rans-
latien of Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks and my com-
mentaries, He wrole: “You are covering a lot of pground
and it is preuy good, But after conversations with G (3)
& reading (carefully, Lhis time} your correspondence,
1 feel that we are still off the point ., . Clearly, it is
not | with whom they disagreed as hotly as they did
with Lenin. Indeed. they had not the slightest notion of
what Lenin was lalking abeue until July 9, when linally
Lee did get down to the Doctrine of Notien as Lenin
worked it out, They continued to be. preoccupied with
their own great philusophic knowledge, Johnson stressing
1o Lee, "After weeks of painful back and forth, In and
wit, you and 1 bearing the hureden . . )"

t3r G was Grace Lue,




Whatever "burden™ they were bearing, it certainly
wasn't comprehension of Lepin's Abstracl of Hepel's
Svience of Logle, though Johnson continued to tel! me
precisely fow many werds [ was to write on Capital,
how many on Logic {1800 words on cach topic!), |
plunged into a concrete study of differences in Lonin,
pre- and poest-1914, and then into how the disleelic
affecled the varying structural changes in Capital,
well as the objective development of capitalist produc-
tion from the end of the 19th coptury 1o the present,

Finaily. on July 9, 1849, Lee beman seriously to go
al Lentn's Notehooks us well o5 Hegei's Doctrine of the
Notian: “In the final seclien on Essence (Cauvsality) and
the beginning of the seetion un Nolion, Lenin breaks
with this kind iKantian) of inconsistent empiricism, He
sees the Hmdation of the scientific method, c.g., the
caiegory ©f causality to explain the relatinn between
mind and matier. Preedum, subjectivily, notion—those
are the categories by which we will pain Knowledpe of
the sbjectively real”

- .. A,

EXCEPT FOR SEVERAL letiers by me on the
changes in the siruelurn of Capital {see those dated
Jan. 24, Jan. 30, June 7, 1950, and Jan, 15, 1851}, the
threesway philosuphical correspondence stopped at 1950,
as we prepared to face a new (and jast) convention

" willy the SWP by writing the document State-Capltalism
and Werld Revolution, Jt is truc that that documenr,
dated Angust 1950, had, for the first time, a section
direetly on philosophy, written by Lee, Peculiarly
enough, it ceatered, not on the Absolule Idea—which
we had reached (but not completed) in our three-way
correspondence~~but on  Contradiction. The {ollowing
vear, the Johnson-Fores! Tendency left the SWP for
goud and all, but we did not at ence declare ourselves
publicly as an independent Marxist tendeney. The
Korean War and McCarlhyism were still raging, and
we were experimenting with o decentralized form of
arganization and a néw form of paper-—{orrespondence—
but anly in mumeographed form, -

By 1953, it was decided 1o come oul with a printed,
publie paper, and towards Ihay end we were preparing for
the first {and what turned out to be the last) convention
of .what_had been the united fohnson-Forest Tendency.
Everywhing changed with the death of Stalin on March
5, when suddenly, it wasn'l only the anjective situation
thal had so radically changed, but divergencies appeared
hetween Lee and me within the Tendency, Letl us look
al Lthe sequence of cvents that followed Stalin's death.

That very same day 1 wrole z polilical analysis

whick stressed that an incubus had been lified from the
minds of both the masses and the Lheoretician: and that,
thervfore, il was impossible to think that (his would not
resull in a new form of roevolt 2 the purt of the work.
ors, Sccondly, when 'Charles Denhy (the Black produe.
tion worker who was to become the cditor of News &
Letiers after the splitt ¢alled e upon hearing of Stalin's
death, 1| asked him to inquire about olher workers'
reaclions to the event When he reported Lhese conver-
sations, 1 suggested a secund article that would repru-
duce the 192021 Trade Union debate between Lenin
und Trotsky within the context of both Russia and the
LS., 1953, Denhy not enly approved buth jdeas but
the very next day bruught me a wurker's expression:
i have jus! the ane te take Stalin's place—my foreman,”
It wos that cxpression which became the Jumping-off
place for my analysis of the 192021 debate, un the

one hand, and $talin's death in 1953, on the other, The
article was cilled "Then and Now.”

Lee (who was then on the West Coast and acling
as editor that month) had a very different view of what
kind of analysis of Stalin's death was needed, because—
far Irem secing any concern with that event on the
parl of American workers—she made her point of
departure the faet that some women in one factorvy,
instead of listening 10 the radio blaring forth Lhe news
of Stalin’s desth, were exchanging hamburger recipes.
She so “editorialized” my analysis and so passionately.
stressed the alleged indifference of the American pro-
letarist 1o that evenl, that the arlicle beeame unrecog-
nizable, It was included in the mimeagraphed Corre-
spondence of March 19, 1953 (Vol. 3, No, 12) as “Why
13id Stalin Behave That Ways™

IN DETROIT, | WAS preparing a “Specia] Feature™
for the issue of Correspondence of April 16, 1853 {Vo! 4.
No, 2), devoted to the 192021 debale, which earried the
sublitle: -“An Historical Evernt and an Organizational
Ircident.” The following issue, April 30 (Vol 4, No, 3).
likewise had a "Special Feature,” which described the
dispute over the politieal analysis, holding that it wasn't
possible to substitute a dezeription of the indifference
af a few women - in a single faclary exchanging ham-
burger recipes for Lhe political analysis of the ramifi-
catiors of a world event sueh as Stalin's death. That
issue then reproduced Lhe article ‘on Stalin's death as

coriginally  written,

Clearly, the whoele month of April was taken up
with this dizpute and the polemical letters that accom-
panied i, by which time 1 was 50 exhausted that § asked
for a week off. It was during that week that [ wrole
two things: One was a ctritique ‘of Deutscher—whom |
called a Stalinist parading as a Trotskyist—saying of
his analysis of the “collectivity of leadership’™ that it

“had, in fact, alwhys been the course towerd {otalilar-

innisin’s single maximum leader, and at no time more
so than when Stalin arose out of his so-called “collective
leadership,” '

. The other was the May 12 Letter on the Absolute
Idea, 1 returned to Detroit, and though [ plunged into
organizational activity, I couldn’t resist going from
Science of Logic and Phenomenalogy of Mind, with which
the May. 12 letter was concerned, to the Philosophy of
Mind on May 20, The point that was singled out by Lee,
who had called them nothing short of “the cgquivalent
of Lenin's Notcbooks for our cpoch,” was the fact that

. I had discerned a movement from practice. Johnson

refused to discuss the Letters, sent Lee to Detroit with
the promise that he would comment after he returned
to England and after we had finished with our conven-
lion, to be held in July,

. * L)

AS WE KNOW, THE subjeclive movensenl—not of
intellectuals debating, but of millions of masses in
motion—transforms the objective seene totally, In this
case, the June 17, East Germun Revolt which erupted
was fullowed, within two weeks, by a revolt from inside
Russia—the slave labor camp of Vorkuta, Both evenls
o clectrified the world that Lhis time there was no way
to narrow the question to an “internal matter” The
July convention, however, procceded without any refer-
ence o these Letters on the Absolute Iden, Thus, no unc
knew cither that they conluined an anticipation of a
movement {ron: practice, or that they had fully worked
out a logieal conclusion of all that threesway corres
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sponidence fram 1049 to 1851 The convention proceeded
tn volr for proparing the first printed Correspondence
in September and datedining it October 3, 1933,

What was happening ohjectively in the world, how-
ever, hae little regard for the fact that Lee and T had
agreed Lo stop the polemic. The East German revolt
had su shaken up the Russian bureaueracy thal it brought
about the first form of deStalinization, Though it was
nol ye! desigpated as deStabimization, the truth s that
Stalin's beir tried hard to disassociate himself from the
immediata causes of the tolality of the Russian crisis.
Thus, the. post-Stalin rulers stopped the Kerean War:
shot Reria, the head of the Secret Service and the most
hated man of the tolalitsrian burecaversey: and insii-
tuted some mild reforms, such as a tarn o eonsumer:
ism—without, however, demurring to Malenkov as the
one allegedly chosen by Stalin,

In my analysis of the Beria purge. though t ealled
attention to the faet thal when thioves fali oul, the one

who was "noc to be forgulten, allhouph little known at .

present” was Khrushehev, my muin point was: "We are
at the beginning of the end of Wussian totalitarianism,
That does ol mean e state-capitalist bureaveracy wiil
let go of its iron grip, Quite the contrary. It will shackic
them more ., . what it does mrean is that from the cenler
of Russian production, from the periphery of the satellile
countries oppressed by Russia, and from the insides of
- the Communist Parties, all contradictivns are wmoving to
a head and the open siruggle wiil be a mereiless fight
1o the end.” What I stressed was: “There i no getting
© away from it, the Russian masses are nol only illfed,
ill-elad, and illhoused. They are rebellions”

There. was no way of keeping this article oul of

the Lead of the first issue.of Lhe prinied Correspondence, -

because that was what was happening in the objective
world and we were now public, That did not, however,
mean that Johnson and Lee groeted it snthusinstically.
Quite the contrary, It was met with the same hostility as
was my analysis of Stalin's death, and the eritigue of it

by followers of Juhnson and Lee conlinued for several
issues,
- L d L]

THE ANALYSES OF BOTH Stalin and Beria were
writlen while MeCarthyism was raging in the country.
All three events brought about a sharp confliet between
Johnson and Lee on the one side, and me on the other.
it was clear thiat in the iwo years between [eaving the
SWP and the appesrance of Correspondence there had
developed in the fullowers of Johnson a great diversion
fromm Marxism as well as from the American revolution,
Just as Lee said Marxism was Europe's responsibility,
nit ours, s¢ now Johnson said that the stewards’ move-
ment in Britain rather than the American workers here
vould dissipate the war clouds over Formosa,

The truth is that they were not prepared to fight
MeCarthyism, once the war clouds began to form and we
were Histed in December 1954, When Johnson could not
win a majority of the organization, he broke it up.(4t
War and revolution have always constituted the Great
Bivide between Murxist revolutionaries and escapists,

Within a short month. we held our fitst Conference,
which decided that our new publication, News & Letters,
wouid appear on the second anniversary of the June
1853 East German revolt; that it would be edited by a

_ production worker: and that [ should complete the work

on Marxism, now known as Marxism and Freedom—
From 1776 Untll Today. At the same thme that we
singled cut the four forces nf revolt—rank and file
labor, Blacks, women and youth—we projected the call-
ipg of a Convention within a y2ar to creale, for the first
lime, a Constitution for the committee form of organiziu.
tion we were working oul as against a “vanguard party
to lead.” In November, 1955, we published as our first
pamphlet the transiation of Lenin's Abstract of Hegel's
!fg!ence of Logic, aiong with my Letters on the Absplute
ca, :

(4 See “Johnsunism: An Appraisal” by O'Brien, a 1956

Bulletin which is included in the Archives,
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1. Where to begin: Laying New Theoretical
and practical foundations and establishing
new international relations

THE UNIQUENESS OF our original contributions

. to Marx's Humanism was first manifested in catching a

direct link to it in 1953, at the very time when we were

most eoncrete about the negative fealures of our stule-
capitalist age.

it iy trie that the germ of Marx's Humanism was
present from the very beginning of my break with

Trotsky at the outset of World War I and my subse.-

auent study of the class nature of Russia as a stalecap-
italist socicty. An unpublished seetion of that analysis,
“Labor and Soviety.” did root ilsell in an 1844 ¢ssay by
Marx on the rofe of labar as the very essence of the ¢lass
nature of any society. However, 1 did not then single
out Hamanisrn as the focal point, nor did the State-
Capitalist Tendency, when it enjoyed a brief. sixweek,
independent existence in 1947, and published the 1942
essuy in ane of its mimeoxraphed bullelins, (See Vol,
IV, Sec. {IT of the Marxist-Ilumanict dArchives.l_

The major document of the Tendency, State-Capital-
ism and World Revolumion, dismissed Humanism because,
in the late 1940s, it had appeared in the forms of Exisl-
ertialism and of Christion Hurqanism, It was only after
the final break with Johnson: it was only when new
forms of workers' revolts sprang up—-thit the Humanism
of Marx was brought unlo the historic stage of our own
age, . . :

The year 1880 i3 an espocially relevant vantage
puinl from which to view the birth of Marxist-Humanism
in the U.S, both because a quarter of a cenlury is 2
serioits enough period of time \o measure the political-
philosophic analyses ugainst the objoctive world events:
and because wars, even when they are but distant clouds
on the horizon, do form the Divide alio within Marxist
groups—if, within those groups, tliere is an element un-
able to meet the objective challenge,

At nur birth we were al onee put to the test; nol
only hecause of the MeCarthyite histing of our Tendency,
which the Johnsun faction sought to escape, but because,
especially beecause, of our attitude o objectivity un three
very different levels: determining how te fight Me-
Carlthyism when war cloud; formed; recognizing the
movement from practice which was itself a form of
theory—in East Berlin: in Detroit: in Moentgomery, Ala,:
and lesting, in the philesophic sphere. Russia’s altack
on Marx's Humanist Essays during the undeveurrent of
proletarian revolts,

No doubt, greal illuminalion on Curter's 1080 drive
fur war (with the old Cold War warrior, Reagan, still
further to the Right) eould be gained from o look back
al what happened with the appearance of the war elouds
over Formosa in the mid-1850s, wheir MeCarthyism was
sitll prevalent bath in the furm of the reactionary old
China lobby's jingoistic refrain: “Who lost China®”, and
in the form of attachs on e Left so virulent as Lo cause
splits within it as well, including the break-up of the
State-Capilalist Tendrney, But the crucial polnt of refer.
ence for the blrth of Marxlst-Humanism in the U.S. is
Imbedded in the philosophic capacity to recognize the

Fenius of the masses from below in a way thal records
its movement from practive as itsell a form of theory,

Beginning with the very first issue of our new
publication, News & Letters, in June, 1955 in commein-
aralivn of the second anniversary of (he Easl German
Hevoll, we related that revolt to the new. 1955 forms
of revolt at home, There were growing wildeats against
Auwtomation in Detroit and by the end of the year the
Montgomery Bus Boycall had erupted in Alabama. Be-
cause we saw that ovenl not as some isolated incident
agoinst diserimination in a benighted Southern city, but
as the beginning of a whole new age of Black revoll,
aur cditor, Charles Denby—lo this day the only Black
production worker o edit a Marxist journal—decided
{e revisit his Alabama home. The second part of his
autebiography. Indignanl Heart: A Black Worker's Jour-
nal, (5) begins with “Visiting Montgomery.”

In a word, both nationally and internationully, and
not just locally, the revolts and wildeats were recorded
nol alone as militant happenings, but as thase new forms
of workers' revolt Lhat. significd a new stage of cogni-
lion as well. And. indeed, the Lhird testing came in the
philosophie sphere, '

It is not that the leading Russlan theoreticlan, Kar-

. pushin, had zny such goal in mind. The very opposite

was the case. In launching his attack on the young
Marx's Humanist Essays (the now famons 1844 Eco.
nemic-Fhilesophic Manuscripts), Karpushin was banking
on the fact that the article would be taken in the guise
in which he presented it: freeing the “materfalist” Marx
from the abstruseness of the “idealistie” Hegelian phrase
Marx was using—*negation of the negation.” American
pragmatists fell into the trap; “negalion of the nega.
tion” became the bull of their jokes, -

Convinced that what the Russians were attacking
had nothing whatever tv do with the alleged abstruse.
ness of “negation of the negation (which, for Marxists,
had always stood for revelution}: that it had everything
ter do with the here and now, specifically in East Europe
=l criticized both the Russian. state-capitalists calling
themselves Communist theareticians, and the American
pragmatists.(G) I insisted that, far from the polemic

{3} The 1998 edition of Indignant leart: A Black
Worker's JoUrnal (South End Press, Bustop) re.
produces Part 1, first published in 1952 and the
new Part I1 as une continuous revolutionary life
slory, Nevertheless, there |s no way not to see the
difference between what was writlen before the
break with Johnson and 1ihe 25.year self-develup-
tent that came with becoming the cditor of News
& Lutlers.

See my letter in Philosophy of Science, July, 1858,
Vol, 23, No, 3, objecting to the manncr in which
Amerivans had reperted on the International Cun.
gress for the Phidosophy of Sclence, See also
Marxlsm and Freedom, pp. 62-66. on Karpushin's
first atlack in Questions of Philosophy, No, 3, 1J55.
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heing a matter of dogmatic hairsplitting, it hid a fear
of revolulion, and that Russia ipust be sensing a new
revolution in East Furope similar to the Easl German
revolt they had driven undergreund.

The great Hungarian Revolulion broke oul the
fillowing vear. Five montbs before that historic oceur.
rence, we held the first Convention of News and Letters
Commuttees, So fiemly prounded were we in Lhe titally
new movement from praclice for freedem, and so0 con-
fident were we that the 1955 Russian attack on Mars'-
Humanist Essuys did signify more revolts 1o come, that
my July B, 1950 report te that first Convention, “Where
to Begin™ stressed thut the “active relationship of
theary and practive is the essence of Marxism." aml
concluded thut the “conlinusus thread from history is

4 surt of wireless communication that will first be de.
" cotted in our age which will see to it that the idea of
workers' freedom i not so feoble that it will net
actually come 1o be in cur dav.” (Sce Vol, VI Sec. 11,2,

FIRST AND FOREMOST, we considered il of the
essenee to assure the “continvance of News & Letters
as a workers paper . , ., whirhk is ot the same time a
new form of unity of theery and practice,” T that
end we made sure that a Black production wurker,
Charles Denby, would be its cditar, .

The Constitution we adepted, at one and the same
time singled out four forces of revolution—rank and
file labor, Black dimension, youth, and women's libera.
tisn—and held that, since each generativh must inter-
pret Marxism for itself, it is up to us to re-establish
both the American and (he Humanist world routs nf
Marxlsm, and to du so ir comprehensive, theoreticals
historical . “book form.” Marxism and Freedom,. from
1776 until today was completed the next year,,

It was structured.on the movement from praclice,
by no means limited to our age. Quils the contrary,
Chapter | beging with “The Ape of Revolutions: In.
dustrial, Social-Pelitical, latellectual.” But where the
first revolutions of the industrial age are followed by
the birth ui classical political cconemy and the Hegeliun
dialectic,, Marx's “New Humanism'* leads to the Com:
munist Manifesto, which anticipated the 1843 revoli-
tions, Nevertheless, as Marx's new centinent of thought
" develops and deepens, it is clear that the great historie
events like the Civil War in the U.S.. fullowed by the
streggles for the 8-Hour Day, and the Paris Commune,
exerelsed so strong an Bmpact un Marx as Lo change
the structure of his greatest theoretical work, Capital.

In our own age I felt strongly. as | put it in the
Introduction 1o Marxism and Freedom, that: “No then.
retician, todoy more than ever before, can write trat ol
his own head, Theory requires a constant shaping and
reshaplng of ideas on the basis of what the workers
themselves are doing and thinking . . . Bucause we Tive
in an age of obselutes--on the threshold of absolute
freedom aul of the struggle against absolute tyranny—
the compelling need for a new unlly of theary and
practice dictates a new method of writing, AL least,
it dictaled the method by which this book was written,"

I thereupun undertouk a tour fn which 1 submitied
drafls of various chapters 1o groups of workers (min.
ers especially) and student youlh, discussing the- bouk
with them in more than one stage of the writing, |
then began to submit outMoes of the book to intellee.
tuals, It was no easy matler to find a publisker {n the
mid-18505 fur a buok on Marx’s Humanisn: that alsa

included, as Appendices, Lhe first English translation
both of Marx's 1844 Economic-Phitosophic Manuscripis
snd Lenin's Abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic, Even
if you disregard McCarthyism's brainwashing, it is still
o faet that academia had nothing 1o say of youth excepl
to describe them as “the beat generation.” failing
recogmze thal a new generalion of revolulionaries was,
in fucl, emerging. In general, American intelloctuals
were busy declaiming an “End of Ideology™ even as a
new Third World was strugpling 1o emerge. One in.
tellectual, however, to whom | bad submitted an oul-
line Inng before T had eompleted Marxism and Freedom,
wrote enthusiastically: “Youp ideas are an easis in the
desort of Marxist theught.” He was Herbert Marcuse,

He also, however, deeply disagreed with me, on the
role of labor, wriling that “the camposition, strycture
and the consciousness of the laboring classes™ were
not as revolutionary as my analysis claimed. Neverthe-
less. he did feel stirongly the need to broaden the dia.
logue among Marxists, and agreed sufficiently “with
the theoretical interpretation of the Marxian oeuvre” (7)

“tv write the Preface,

ONCE MARXISM AND FREEDOM finaily came off
the press in January, 1958, inlensive tours were under-
taken both here and sbroad. Where in West Eurape

“there were signs of such retrogression as the coming of

Ne Gaulle to power, in Africa. a whule new Third
World was emerging, The transformation of the Gold
Coast into the Republic of Ghana, the first fully inde-
pendent state in Africa, so inspired those, like Patriee
Lumumba of the Conso, who were stil! in the throes
of colenial subjugation, that the whole map of Aftica
wils soon redrawn,

In 1958-59, however, the pitfalls of our stale-capi
talist age were soon revemled, not only in the retro.
gressive movements in West Europe, but in the now
independent states of Africa which were being sucked:
into the imperialist world market both economically
and ideologically—as if there really was a2 fundomenial
difference between the two .nuclear Titans fighting for -
single workl control. . . '

Where Marxism and Freedom had concentrated on
the Western world, I now wrote n new pamphlet, Na.
tionalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the Afro-
Astan Revolutions, It was not only a question of re.
membering a Camereunian 1 had met in France in 1947
who had teld of 2 magnificent spontancous revelt in
whivh the entire poplatiun, literally “every man, woman
and child?, was invalved in teving 1o establish inde.
pendence the minute World War I was vver, only ta
have the French Navy rush In to crush it, just as De
Gaulle had massacred the 1043 rebellion in Madagascar,

Il was, above al), the npeed tu recognize thal the
African revolts had preceded the  suceessfvl natinnal
revalutions in Asia, but, being unstuceessful then, were
new being foushl over in 3 titanie struggle between
imperialisms, :

For that matter, the same was true of the newly
unfolding Latin American revolis initioted by the first
Hreat suecessful rebellion against U8, Imperialism by
Cuba. ITere, again, we were wilness to a spontanesus
revolution that had gained ts frecdom without any aid
frem Russin and had deelared self to be ngainst buth
—_——

(7) See Preface to Marxism and Freedom by lerbert

Marcuse, p, )2,
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U.5, imperizlism and Nuasiap tetalitarianism,(8) The
very next year Castro found himself in the Russian
camp,

By the end of 1859, when Eisenhower amdl Krush-
chev, “in the spirit of Camp David”, were busy talking
of peaveful co-existence, Ching acted as a special pole
of atlraction for the Thitd World,

On June 18, 1957, while ! was reading the galleys
of Marxisim and Frepdom, Man Tsedung had caused a
world sensation with his speech. “How to Handle Con.
tradictions Among the Peojle,” and T had felt the
urgency toinclude a new footnoted8), which read:

“The lowvst of all today's sophists is the head
of the Chinese Communist Party and State, Mao
Tsetung who . . . hay rvidden this stugle tracl
which he ealls “Contradiction” ever since I1937. At
that time ke directed s altack ayainst dogmumh
trhio, refusad to reduere all covtradictions in the anti-
Japanese steuggle and submit to ‘the leadership of
Chrang Kai shr.l.' By June 1§, 1857, after edit-
ing with a leary fnmd. the .':pccch ke cdelivered
on Feb, 27th . . . he reduced the struggle of class
against clnss lo a coniradiction amoeng ‘the people’
while he become the champion, al one and the
same time, of the philosophy of a hundred flowers
hloomwing and one, and only one Farty, the Chil.
nese Conununist Party roling, Outside of the or-
ploitative "class relations themselves, " nothing so
clearly exrposes the new t.hmcsc ruling c!rss as
- their threadbare philosophy.”

It was the same period in which the intellectual
abdjcation of Johason, the cefounder of the State.
Capilalist Tendericy, had led him to devise the !'ol‘rming
enthusiastic npulugna for Nkrumah:

‘I one of the remaskable episodes in revolu.
tionary history, he singlchapdedly ontlined a pro-
gramme based on the ideas of Mnr.r Lenin and
Gandhi-. . (1) !

To which, [ replied.

“l pdmit that combining Marr. Lenin ond
Gandiul is quite a feat, But -for a pamphlcteer like
J. R. Johinson, whu thundered so for the Soviet
Unitedd Stales of Europe, Soviet United States of
Asia, world revelution, the struggie against bureau-
cracy ‘as such'. the setfanobitization of the masses
and for new passions and new forces to reconsirict
sociely on totally aew beginvings — to end writh

In & speech during the summer of 1859, Castro
had declared: “Standing between the two political
and cconomic idevlogles or positivns being debated
in the world, we are holding our own positions.
We have named §t humanism . , , This is a hu.
manistie revolution because it does not deprive
man of his essence bul holds him as its basie aim,
Capitalism sacrifices man: the Communist slate,
by its totaltarian concept, sacrifices the rights of
man . . ."” See “Histery Will e My Judge", pub.
lished in The New Left Review, Jan.Feb., 1001,

At considerable expense to mysell, T should add,
since the publisher could see nu reason for my
insistence on adding yet ancther “foutnote”™ when
the beok wus already on the presses,

Lo, I, Johnson, Facing Reality (Deteoll, Coreespond.
eace Publishing Cao., 10581 p. 77,

REPRINTED FROM NB&L, JULY 15, 1957

f.-’-e»

\
1

LR L,fﬁ‘ f
“LET 100 FLOWERS ‘BLOOM"

Nkrumah as the re,:orescnlatwe of the new, the new,
is rather pathetic. There is nothing to add but to
say, with- Hamlet, ‘Alas, poor Yorick, I knew
Eiam'"" (11)

IT WAS THAT VERY pamphlet on the Afro-Asian
Hevolutions that atlracted an nllogelhr-r new Left
Group at Cambridge Unl\'crslly in England, Peter
Cadogan, who was active in the Campaign for Nuclear
bisarmament with which we, of course, solldarized and
collaborated{12), volunteered to bring out a Brilish
edition with a new Introduction by myself and new
Preface by him,(13) .

S0 many new relations were opened both here .
and abtoad 1hat by the end of. 1859 we not only had
participaled in an- internalional conference in Milan
of independent Marxist tendencles that opposed both
poles of world capital, U.8. and Russia, but had estab-
lished an internailnpal ferem for furthcr dialogue,
through a section of Onorato Damen’s Prometeo(14),

(111Natlonalism, Communism, MarxistHumanism and
tie Alro-Asian Re\nlutlnlls, ftn. 2, p. 9.

1")1 he dialogue with other activists, like the liber-
tariananarchist Laurcns Otler, around the ques.
tion of war and peace, war and revolulion, included
exchanges and publication of each olher's views
with many groups and journals, .

(13)The US. edition was published in August, 19§9:
the British in Maw, 1961,

t141Before we had even reached our firsl Convention,
the repert of the split of the State.Capitalist Ten-
dency in the U.S, was noled abroad among Marxist
groups, The Mlallan State-Capitalist Tendency of
Onorate Damen published my report lo our fiesl
Conference, in the Spring 1056 issue of its theo-
retieal journal, Prometeo, under the title of “An
Amerlean Experience”. 1t was the begluning of the
internatiunal relations which would result in this
international conference of state-capitalist tlenden-
vies in West Europe in 1959, prompted by the need
1o fight neo-dusclsm, signified by the 1858 rise of
e Guulle to power,
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printed on a different colur of paper to distinguish its
independent eharacter. Tn Engiand T had also estab.
lished the relations with West African revolulionaries
which would lead to my Irip there in 1962, And soon
after my return from Britain a young grottp in London
actually began writing a special page of “Brilish Labour
News” in News & Letters which they distributed as
their front paijee.

The important pain for  Marxist-Humanism, of
course, came when Harry MeShane—the outstanding
revolutionary  Scottish fighter and  Marxist, who had

been one of the original founders of the Communist
Party when it stood for the Russian Revolution of 1917
bul who had broken with the Parly in 1853—declarcd
himself a Marxist.Humanist in 1959,

Whether one begtlns with the pew spontancous
revells in East Europe, or the U.S., or Africa; or with
the philusephy of Marx’s Humanism which inspired a
grcat outpouring of new energies, nationally and inter.
nationally, one thing was beyond any doubl: we were
lace mdfncu with & new beginning that .wculd deterinine
the end,

il. The 1960s: A new generation of revolutionaries.
A new Third World. A new theory?

The [our forces of revolution that we had singled
out ui gur birth -— rank and file laber, Black dimension,
youth, women — made it clear that Lhese. freedom
fighters wanted 1o speak for themselves, Whether you
looked ot African {reedom fighters in apartheid South
Africa, bursting inte open revolt (153 or at Elack youlh
in Greensboro, M.C.. sitilngin to begin a now stage of
revoll in the U.S.; or at Japanesa youth snake-dancipng
into histery by preventing Eisenhower from selling foot

. in their land — thete '»as no doubt that 1960 had opened
a new age, .o .

What was remarkable about the Japanese youth was
that their anli-US, imperialism meant also breaking
.with Communistn from the Lefl, and embarking on a
study and tronslation of Marx's Humanist Essays.

Having declared such freedom fighters to be not
only furve but reason — that is to say, a movement {from
practice that is ilself a form of theory - it hecame wur
task as Marxist-Humanists tn work oul a new relationship
of theory te practice, In creating a forum for the free-
dom fighters tu speak for thcmselves at the same time
as they scarched for a thoory of liberation, News and

Letlers Committees, in 1960, published Workers Baltle
Automation. Though Charles Denby edited it, it not only

was a colleclive effort of workers in the basic industries
of coal, auto, and steel, but included alsu the yuuth, who
had been designated as a “beat generation”. A young
woman of 16 thus wrote in its pages that, far from being
“rebels without a cause,” they were rebels who refused
o accept the rules of 2 world they did not make: "My
vision ts ene of a new free sociely tn which, among olher

(15)The April, 1960 issue of N&L cartied as ils lead
artiele “South Africa, South U.S.A." relating the
viclous use of tear gas and firc hoses 1o disperse
Black students in Baton Rouge, La., Marshail, Tex.,
Orangeburg, 8.C., Savannah, €z, and Tallahassee,
Fln, with the savage ruiers fn South Africa, Our
front page pholo was of the 30,000 demonslralors
demanding release of their leaders trom the Cape.
fown, South Africa police station, And the Two
Worlds column was devoted to “Hevolution and
Counter-Revelution in South Africa™, pointing out
that the revelt had becn continuous, including the
1852 resistance of the South African woemen to
carrying passes. :

things, I will not have to wait until fam 21 tn be
admitted into the human race.” (See p. 61, Workers
Battle Automation.)

1961-Freedom Riders on one hand
and Bay of Pigs on the other

The most exclting color of Lhis new decade continued
to be Black, but whereas none could avoid recognizing

- the color, what remained unrecognized was that outl of

the racist, sexist South arose # form of Women's Liber-
ativn, When two Maexist-Humanist women. one Black
and one white, Mary Hamillen and Louise Inghram,
joined the first Freedom Rides to Mississippi and found
themselves thrown inte the hell-hole of Hinds County
Jajl, they' found there, ready to "help them, a most
amazing organizalion —= Woman Power Unlimited (76).
The record of this, as well as of the whole struggle to
breck down -discrimination, comprises’ the pamphiet,

. Freedom Riders Speak For Themselves.

In action, in Jjail and ou!, the Freedom Riders
forused not only on the conerele battles but also on the
theories of Ilberstion. Louise Inghram describes the
enthusiasm with which the special Freedom Rider issue
of News & Letfers (Aug.-Sept., 1961) had been grected,
She had taken for-granted it was because their stories
had been printed there, but discovered it was, instead,
the Editorial on the:state of civil rights in the U.S, that
was appreciated most, It was an Editorial that had
reached back to the history of Abolitionism and forward
to today, clearly separating Marxism from Communism;
it was reprinted in the pamphlet Hself, (Sce p. 39, Free-
dom Riders Speak for Themselves.)

The state of civil rights in the U8, on which the
Editorial ltad focused revealed the relationship beween

{161 The discovery of Woman Power Unlimited seems.
on the face of it, to have nothing whatever to do
with the role of women revolutionaries In Russin,
Yel, when Natalia Trotsky died on Jan. 23, 1962,
instead of an In Memorlam to her alone as a reve.
luttonary, it was developed Into the whole queslion
of the role of women in revolution, (See N&I,
Feb, 1862.) [t was translated Into French and in-
cluded in 2 memnrial book to Natalle, published
in France, Summer, 18682, (See Vo, VIL)
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the events in the Deep Seuth and the new foves 1o the
Right by the Administration ever sinec the infamous
Buy of Pigs invasion of Cuba, which had taken place
only & few months carlier. It hacd been then that

Prosident Kennedy hiad declared that “the deeper strug--

ale™ is not with arms, but with “subversion,” premptly
inving to him=elf subvert the freedom of the press,

So pminous was the new counler-revolutionary move
Amcrican imperialism had taunched with the invasion,
that we had at once decided to issue a weekly Politicat
Letter. Since we were too few in number and loa poor
i finances 1o print mere than a monthly paper, these
mimeographed lelters were offered o all readers, and
initisted a new stage of development for us, lesting us
by measuring our philosophy against the acluai vhjcctive
developments as they were eecurring weekly,

THE FIRST LETTER was writlen April 22, 1961
4s a “Preliminary Statemenil on the Crisis vver Cuba."
While we natarally solidarized with the Cuban masses
against U.S. imperizhism, we reiterated our opposition to
both poles of woerld st eeapitalism==1.8. and Hussia,
and to Castias own conception of the “backwardness of
the masses” who have to be led. Refusing to “take sides”
other than epposition to both sides, we singled out Ken-
ncdy's declaration of the "new and-deeper struggle that
is taking piace every duy, withoul arms or fanfare in

REPRIMTED FROM N&L, APRIL, 1960

s P : - -
D000 South African Freedom Fighters belore
the Capetown pulice stadion demanding release
uf their leaders,

thousands of villages and markets and classrooms all
over the plobe™ as what must concern us:

“This is fur heyond the Crban struggle. This is
(he American revointion. This is the world anti-war
struggle. All this the Kewnedy Administration has
declared war on, and far from bvaitlefields or on
them, in drade unions or schools, this ‘new frontier'
will comte to nip in the bud what McCarthyism only
blustered about but hod no pewer fo stifle, We
must erpase, root out ihis threat 1o our overy
frecdom befare all life is extingnished in a nucienr
holocanst.” :

The 40 letters that follawed (sce Vol. ViL) demon-
strale whatl puliticnl-philusuphic_inicrvcn%inn means in
estaishing new international relations, especially in
the Third World, (The last letters in the series were
written  direetly from Alrica,) The weekly commen-
taries and anaiyses of world evenls did not stop at the
deseription of what is, but involved sensing the direc-
tisn @ particular event would later take. The lelter
written on Uet, 9, 1861, which deall with the undeclared
wars of imperialism, took up 2 brief AP dispateh,
hidden in the inside pages of the local press that week,
It was entitled “Crisis-Sven-To-Be in South Vielnam
and the Sending of U.S. Treops.” ’ '

1962-A ye&r of confrontations, to
the brink of nuclear holocaust

1062 was the sear we began by reconsidering the
whole guestion of war and revolution on the basis of
the new forces of revolt that harl arisen in China, wilh
u Special Supplement 1o \he January issue: “Mao Tse-
tung, from the Beginning of Power to the Sino-Soviet
Dispute.”

It was also the year we went o Alrica to establish

. new relations there. $o sharply 'did the dypamism of

ideas which centered around African Sorlalism contrast®
to Daniel Belt's *End of Idealogy.” which characterized
America's tired radicals and pragmatists, that we b

~ pan referving to “the underdeveloped inteflectuals™ as

the U155 most notalle monopoly,

The Gambin, the tust sliver of West Afriea which
still did not have its independence, was the place 1
spent the most time talking both with the high scheol
youth who displayed the most origingl and  malure
hought, and with proletarians whe had a long histury
of struggle that no one had ever bothered to learn
about. They told me that a5 long ago as the end of the
First World War they had had o General Strike and
that the most popular saying had been *The sun never
sels on the British empire, and e wages never rise.”
Afriea Today CHuly 19623 published the artiele. “Gam-
bin Closeup: The Gambia Takes the Long, Hard Road
o Independence”.

Ghana, which had been the first country to patn Its
independence, turned wut o be the most disappolnting,
Here 4 land that had the most internutivnal con.
cepts, vid both George Padmore and W.E.B. Dubois,
who had cstablished his African Eneyclupedia there,
11 was the lamd that was sl considered by all Aricans




whu had not yet gained frecdom ax their “hemeland”—
whether that be Patrice Lumumba of the Congn or
Roubert Sebukwe of South Africa. Anld ref, when a
General Strike erepted, the rulers of Ghana acted like

state rulers unywhere in relation to workers in revolt, .

{This expericnce was written up for the Dee, 1062
pssue of Africa Today, in an analvsis entitled: “Our of
Colonizativn, intu the Fire') On the other hand, such
pood relatiens were established with African sovialists
in Nigeria 1thal we continted to have direet reports of
the lobor strugeles there for many vears, The Lwo-way
road  between Africa and the U5, bas characlerized
the unteld histary of the US, from jts very beginning;
t was resumed anoour e i the relationships Lo
African Secialism.

Two exeiting Ietters peached me while  slill in
Africa. from such totally dofferent plaees as Japan and
East Eurepe. From Japun came o letter from 1 man
who had been a founder of the Communist Party there.
had binken with it at the outsel of World War M. and
was thrown ifito prison for the durwlion of the war
fur oppusing both llis ewn country’s imperialism and
Russian Compunim’s HitlerSialin Pact, His pame wis
Tadayuki Tsushima. He wrote that he hag werked out
his vwn position on lussia us a state-capitalist soeiely
and azked permizsion to translate Marxism and Freedom
inte dapancze. The other letler was from an East Eu-
ropean dissident who had somehow gt hobd of a copy
of Marxism and Freedom and wanted (o establish relu
tions with Marsist-Humanists abroai, .

THAT SEPTEMBER, WHEN our 10621963 Per-
speelives fur the organization was entitled “The Time
is Now: Organizational Perspeclives in Light of the

Warld Situation and our Unique, Theoretical Contribu- -

tions,” {Val IX, See. HI. 3) we were, of course, aware
nf the many flash-points in the world, the most serious
of which was the unrelenting civil war in Algeria, The
March 18682 N&L warned that the so-called cease-fire
in Algeria was bt a “prelude te civil war” We were
'nol, however, aware that 1662 would become so perilous
a time that we weuld actually be throst onto the brink
of a nuclear holocaust over the missile crisis in Cuba,

Because nolhing could stop the develiping revolu-
tions either in Africa or the US. und beeause we
were nat only analyzing the Black revolution but par.
ticipating in il, we had nade our October 1962 issue a
“Special. Mississiopl Issue™ by turking over the front
page to Charles Bults. Editor of Lhe Mississippt Free
Press, who had been vicivusly beaten for speaking oul
there, Our wwn Edilorial wis entitled: “Either Free-
dam ere and Noweeor (e Magnolia Jungle.”

Suddenly, un uet, 22, the whale world was (hrus:
right to the brink of a nutlear war - No fonger djd
anyene ok of blitery or theory, B was noy nolhing
shart of Bfe and death, Our stalement on the brink-of.
war siluation made clear that the Kennedy-Khrushehey
vonfrontation was perilous enough withoeot falling intn
the mire of the Left which was trving o anmee that
Hussiv bl 95 much right o have misstles In Cuba as

CITIWith the Ocl. 33, 1962 Letter on “MarslstHuman-
lsm w5, The US. Blockade of Cuba, the Russian
Missile Bases there, Fidel Castro's *Selective' Party,
ALL Playing with Nuclear Holoeaust™, o now series
ol Palitical Letters was begun,

the U8, o have buses in Turkey, We demonsiraled a
completely different ground by holding out the vision
of social revolution and a totally new saciety on human
foundations, (17)

That infamous, world-terrifving evenl on the high
seas—when Kennedy was sealing off Russian ships on
their way to Cuba, un island 80 miles from U.S, shores
where Khrushehevy had  placed missiles aimed a1 the
LS. —proved all over again that the world was divided
inte two, and only two, nuclear Titans, cach fiphting Tor
single world control, 1t ulse revealed how inconsequen-
tial to both U.S. imperialism and Russian Communism
wits Cuba if ever it impinged on their imperialist goals,

REPRINTED FROM N&L, JANUARY,1960

Though Cuba’s life was an the line, neither, Khrushchey
nor Kennedy bothered to ask Cuba's views, either be-
fore or after the decision te place missiles there, and
then remeve them. . )

A great deal more was involved than writing about
this in the Two Worlds column of the November issue,
“ldeology and Hevolution: A Study of What Happens
After,” which discussed Cuba's lailending of Russia,
And mare was also invelved than cditorializing that
“Kennedy and Khrushchevy Bring the World Cluse to
the Paint of No Return™ In the same issue. In this life
and death question, with death looming as the more
likely victor, it was imperotlve not to act as If the
warld had alrosdy come to an ond and nothing coulid
be done aboul §t, On the contrary, new eves were
needed to look at every pussible force of revelution,
IL was a question both of reality and of philosaphy to
louk al the whole globe for new points of departure.

As 1882 ended, wilth a new confrontation belween
india and China, the twa exponents of “peaceful en-
existence” in Asia, we were apening new relations with
freedom fighters In Africa, dissidents in China, the
yuuth in Jupan, and the Campaign for Nuclear Dis.
armament in England. But what towered above all
others as masses In motien was the Black dimension
in the U8,
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1963-The power of negativity

“The power of negalivity -—the  dinleclic —- never
ceases to amaze me)' D owrole on Feb, 12, 1963, The
reference wis o the provess by which (he statement
we had intended (o issue on the so-called Emancipa-
tion Proclamation had bren transformed inlno American
Civilizalion on Trinl and signed by the whale National
Editorial Board.

- Since 1963 was the J00th aaniversary of the FEmanej
pation Proclamation, onee the immediale mssile erisis
was over, Kennedy rushed to take advantage of that
year and  present himsell as an alieged  “frecdom
fighter.” We, instead, held that not only conld the
Emancipation ]mcl.mwtmn !ml be plorifted, but we
must show the Dlack as \.ln],lldl‘l‘ precisely
beeanse 105 impossibie o s ¢ them frum any part
of American history, Black masses in motien were vo-
veitled a5 the touchstane _of the whale of American
develoment, whethier -ane took 1776 as the point of
departure and showed the Declaration of Independence
in its true limited dight, ic, that it meant independ-
ence for whites only: or Lthe 1830 Abwulitionist move-

ment when Lhe white iatellectuals did gain 2 new di-

mension by joimng with the Blacks to carry on a 30-
vear struggle that culminated in a Civil War: whether
one took Awmerica’s plunge into imperialism with the
1898 Spanizh-American War, when the Blacks were
the first 1o establich an Anti-Imperialist League and
demenstrale their affinity with Latin Ameriea “which
had known, cver zince 1820, thal while the Monroe
Doctrine could protect it {rom Ewropean invasion, there
was no such protection from American aggression for
which the Noctrine was designed™ (p. 16); or whether
ane brought it atl the way to 1063, :

It was clear that instead of wriling a mere state-
ment on the Emancipation, Amediean Clvilization on
Trial had become a 200-year hislory of American de-

velopment,{18) ~which delved, at the same time, into
Rarl Marx's relalionship 1o the Civil War and the’

post-woar struggles for the cight-honr day. and {o Lenin's

_relatonship (o the Nepro in the U.S. who was made
integral 1o his 1920 Resolution on the Nalional Ques.
tion.

OUR INTRODUCTION BEGAN with ihe section:

“0Of Patriots, Seoundrels and Slave-Masters” —referring

to the FBI, the Presidency, the Altorney General, J,
Edpgar Hoover, :uul the Congress, Gur Conclusion ended
with *Whal \\'u Stand For amd Wha We Are,” We said;

“Today, as in the days of the Abolilionists, we
see the kew heginning, It is high time now to pro-
veed to o middle, a theorp; ae an cwd—the enl-
mination of the creative drema of huwwn libera-
tian Jrecd from cxploitation and discrimination and
the wars that go with &t .,

“The ideal md the real ure never ai far apart
as the phitistines, it und ont of power, vould nake

—————————

(18iAngela Terrano develeped the relationship of Abo.
litionism to the Women's Rights Movemenl in her
eelumns in the \luy und Aupgust, 1963 Issues of N&l,
drawing on the US, Dept. of Labor Women's Bu-
reau Bulletin No, 224, {ssued in 1848, the 100tk an-
niversary of the 1848 Scneea Fulls Convention,

it appcar, Whether we take the 200 years of Amer-
iran development, or the lest 20 years of world
development, one thing is clear: the turning point
for the reconstruction of socicty oceurs when thes
ory aend practice finally crolve a unified orgrniza-
tioval Jorm. We have reached the turning point.”

The pumplitet came off the press on the eve of
the JJene 23 “Walk to Freedom” in Detroit when over
a ruurter of a niillion poured down Woodward Avenue
to show Lheir solidavity with the struggles going on in
the South and to bring #t North, American Civilization
on Trial quickly became u “textbook™ for the Freedom
Mevement,

We found that important Black historians saw in
it an affmity of ideas, Thus J. A. Regers wrole in his
columm “History Shows” in the Pittsburgh Courier of
Aug, 3, 1963: “As T am on the subject of books, T will
menticn a few of the others [ have received, though
Courier boek-reviewing is done by Mr. Schuyler, Ameng
them is American Civilizalion on Trial: The Negro as
Touchstone of Mislory, It gives an able and excellent
review of what the Negro has been through in the puat
ceatary, and is welldecumenied, too, s the. United
States losing the glebal struggle in the minds of men
because of its treatment n[ the Negro? It gwcs the
answer ., . Please gel it.”

1063 was also the year that Presence Africaine
poblished my article on Marxist-Humanism, Our con-
centration on Ihe American revolution did net stop
the development of our internaional relations. The
analysis of the new Franco-German axis carried in the
March 1963 msuc of N&L was discussed Internationally,
especlally by “the state-capitalist groupings that had

REPRINTED FROM N&L, OCTOBER, 1952

e ..

Old engraving depicts discovery of slave revolt
leader, Nat Turner, in 1831,
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REFRINTED FROM MNEL, MARCH, 1963

THE NEW AXIS

met in 1559, An Nalian cedition of Marxismm and Free-
-dom for which [ had wrillen a new Iatroduction came
off the press,

And at home the intensification of aelivity amony
the vouth which the Blark revolt had inspired wus
marked for us Ly the publication of a new pamphlet,
The Young Marxist-Humanist, and its exlenston as 2
regular brpadside on the UCLA campus, '

1964—From the Hazard, Ky., miners’
strike and Berkeley student
rebellion to Mao’s bomb-and
iKhrushchey’s fall

Just as we had given over N&L for o special Mis-
sissippi Issue in 1962, so in March 1964, we published
a special Mazard, Ky. issue. As soon as we had learned
that the striking Kentucky miners and their wives had
organized themselves into an Appalachian Commiltee
for Full Empluynient, we sent down as our own re-
purter znd photographer, Andy Phillips, the coal miner
who had been active in the historic 1949.50 Genersl
Strike and was now an editor of N&L,

AL the same time that we were working with the
miners In Kenlveky, we were alse involved in new
activities in Mississippi=-the Mississippl Freedum Sum-
mer  Project. Eugene Walker—who Jater wrote, "My
mind was made up for me by the murder of the civil
rights workers James Chaney, Andrew Gouodman, sud
Michael Schwerner | | “—worked as a teacher in Lhe
Preedem Schonls where American Clvilization on Trial
was widely used as a textbook of freedom, Not only
that, The tweeway road between Africa and this second

America fighting for freedom continued Lo intensily,
Thus the very same Bssue of N&L (June-July, 1864)
which forused on Mississippl also carvied a direct re
port and page one picture from Nigerin on the vic-
torious two-niillion strong General Strike there.

No soaner had the white students returned from
theie Mississippi Freedom Summer experience o their
Nurthern schools, especially  Berkeley, Callfornia, than
they were at once thrown into 2 struggle witlh the
adminisiration over every guestion from the civil rights
tmovement to what is education. 11 resulted in the must
massive student revelt ever—the Free Speech Move-
meni. Mario Savie, the philosuphy student who bhad
been thrist into the leadership of the FSM, contrilmted
“Berkeley, Fall™, and Eugene Walker contributed “Mis.
slesippi Freedom Summer” to our pamphlet The Free
Speech Movement and the Negro Revolution, Beeause
we o never’ separale on-the-spot “reports from below”
from philosophy, the pamphle! carries (wo very dil-
ferent types of appendices: “Inside Sprout Hall" by
doel Pimsleur, and “The: Theory -of Alienation: Marx's
Debt 1o Hegei®, the lecture students had most fre.
querly requested of me.

AT THE VERY TIME that these greal movements
from practice were developing—in class baitles, in the
civil rights struggles, and in the student movement—a
second (paper-back ) edition of Marxism and Freedom
came out which included a totally new chapier on the
Sinn-Soviel Confliet in which the question had been
pused: “Tan There Be War Between Russia and China?
The Non-Viability of State-Capitalism.™ A  Japanest
edition which followed it a few months laler, and which
also included this new chapter, had no sconer come off
the press than China exploded its first bomb, and
Rhrushehey fell from power:

The whole year had proved the urgenl relevancy
of the anaiysis in Lhe "January-February 1964 Two
Worlds about how the Weslern intellectuals had helped
Khrushehey rebury Lenin's philosophic notebooks by
reviving the vulgar materialism of his Materialism and
Emplrio-Criticisin from which he had breken: :

“Instead of helping Khrushcher, in the 35th
yedar sinee the first Hussian publication of Lenin's
Philusophic Nolebooks, once again to perpeirte o
tive burial of these dinlectic notes, (su't it high time
finally to come to grips with their challenge to
today's thouglt? Without such a meaningful on-
rounter, the ossificat! v of Western thonght is syre
‘to outdistance’ Conntunisi putrefaction.”

Thus, the relutienship of ideotogy to state.capital-
izm was alive in cvery development, be It the new
generatiun of revolutionaries, white and Black, or the
Goldwaler nomination: be it the Sino-Indian War(19)
ot the develupments in Japan where the appearance of
Marxism and Freedom led to an invitation to lecture
in Japan: or he it just the usual professional antl-
Communist American pragmatism, celebrating their an.
alysis of the 10th anniversary of Stalin's death by re.
hurying Lenin's philosophic legacy,

(19)5ce Two Worlds culumn (June-July, 1064 N&Lj:
“Sino-Indian War Neveals Relationship of Ideotogy
to State-Capitalist Imperialism,”
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1965-1966-The Vietnam War and
the ‘Cultural Revolution’

With Lyndon Jehnsen's bombing of North Vietnam
in 1965, the whole world situation changed, including
what the New Left was unwilling to sce—that China
could no longer claim to be “the besieged fortress”
when the bombs were raining on Hanoi, Not only that.
The “Cultural Revolution™ was soon to arise and deepe
cen all illusions about China being a veritable now
world, Tn any ease, a grear anti-Vietnum  War move-
ment soon literally covered the carth, In the ©8
became the most popular anti-war movement, comp
ing a massive siudent movement which 1(1opled ﬂu-
Black Hevalution's slopan, “Hell, no, we wont go” and

eveplually growing to include every segnment of the

porralation,

Laboring under the illusion that aclivity and more
activity and stil' more activity would hring aboul reve-
lution amd a new socinl order, the movement was so
. eager to voncentrate all s energy against U.S, imperial.
ism that, instead of wunfucding o totally  independent
banner, it tailemied either Russia or China. We. on
the other hand, while solidarizing with Vietnam revo-
lulivnaries and being ‘active in the movement against
LS. imperialisin as the greatest enemy(20), refused to

whitewash cither Russia or China, as if they had no

rulionalist or even imperialist interests of their own.
And we did nol leave it ul jusl pointing oul that the
Cultural ftevoiution showed China’s interests: eenlered
not around Vietnam but on its view that Russia was
Enemy Number One,

Where #f] others in the New Left had their eyes
fi an the 1966 Cultural Revelution—aceepting il as
it wus premuleated by Mao—we pointed to the year
1865 a5 the cruvinl yveur of the collapse of Man's aim
“fur a Djakarta-Peking axis, Far froin any new axis,
what resulterd was ine bloody counler-revolution that

titally  destroyed  the - Indunesian Lmnmumst Party

which hatl teed the Maoist line,

Where a1l others nok the Cultural Revolution at
its foee value, we were listéning to the voices of dis-
sent Trom “he Chinese masses, prodetarian and vouth,
whose guais were endively different from these of Moo,

AT THE SAME TIME we were aclive on Whrec
uther fronts, First wis the international dialogue that
was developing aroend Sccialist Hamanism, 1 conteib-
Cuted an oarticle on tMarx's Humasism Todax™ to the
fic:t international symposiym on that question which
included  East as well as West Europe, Asia and
Alrica.c2)

(20T he overeiding truth is that the main enemy s
always b hoae, Thus, iU wis not ondy the ant.
\wln.lm War movement in which we were aclive,
nur even only the Black Hevalution, bhut all free-
dome movenents that arese apywhere, Because woe
were always Nstening Lo the new  revohationary
vojees  from below, we woere among the first (o
be in Delann with the grape strikers in their
Huchtn, (See N&E, Ocl, 1065 front page: also Aow,
I N&L interview with the then relatively un-
known strike leiuder, Cesar Chavez,)

(2Disociadist Humandsin wias odited by Frich Fromm
aml published in 185 by Dowbleday, New York.

Second was a trip lo Hong Kong which brought
me into conlact with newly arrived Chinese dissldents,
tune of those T interviewed, Jade(22), considered the
chapter in Marxism and Freedom on “"The Challenge
of Mae Tsedung” so relevant, both because of the
retrogressionism of Mao and ihe criticlsm of Chou
Yang's defamation of Marx's Humanist Essays, that she
undertook 1o lranslate the chapler. H was soon pub-
lished in Hong Kong and smuggled into mainland
China, (21 .

Third, was the group in Japan which had been
respunsible for the Japanese codition of Marxism and
Freedom and which was now busy publishing our
pamnphlets on class strugples, like Workiers Battle Auto.
malion, as -well as analyses such as Lthe Afro-Asian
pamphlet. They areanged an extensive leeture tour

(22)The interview was published in Two Werlds in the
June-July, 1966 N&L as “Alicnation and Revolu-
tion: A Hong Kong Interview.”

(23)The translation was printed in China Monthly,
No, 38, June, 1967, published by Union Researcli
Institute.

REPRINTED FROM MNA&L, APRIL, 1945

“Nuclear Mother"——painting by Canndinn artist
Ielen Andersen of Vancouver, B.C,
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throughoeut Japan for me. They were also anxious fo
transmit their own views on Vietnam, and we broupght
ol 3 special bulletin of discussion articles Trom Japan,
after my retuen, “The Vietnam War and the Workl
Today.” (See Vol IX, Seelion V1, 29 But [ found that
the Marsists who agreed that Russia and Ching were
stite-capitalist societies wanted o step at the econamic
analysis  ruther than continne o the philusophy  of
Marx's himanism. We were the only ones who devotml
an entire issee {N&L, Dee 19661 to present hoth that
view and oar own, Tadayuki Tsushima's eontrtbution
wits entitled “State-Capitalism and Sociadist Hevoelution.™
Mine was emitled  “State-Capitalisnt and- Marx's T
mamism.™

It has became clear that although the vne factor
above all others that had motivated my trip te the Fust
was the attempt to find collaborators for o new ook
on the relationship of philozaphy 10 revoiution, that
Lask was mine, It took form as Philosophy and Revalu.
lion:_from Hegel to Sartre and from Marx te Mao,

1967-1968-1969-New passions and
new forces: Black uprisings,
-near-revolutions, the Wom-

en’s Liberation Move_ment

It became ever more imperative 1o rediscover the
missing link of a phllesophy of liberation as the 1860s
were drawing to a2 close and guerrilla wars appealed lo
the New ‘Left as a substitute for a soeial revolution,
As far back as 1960, | had begun summarizing Hegel's
major philosophic works — Phenomenology of Mind, .
Science of Logic, and the Smaller Logic from the En-
cyelopedia of Philosophic Sciences, By 1867 [ restudled
Lenin's Philosophlc Notebooks and created noles for a
‘series of lectures others might be able to use for a
serles of clnsses, while I nadertook my own leciure tour.

The most urgent question that was heing raised
was how to fight imperialism, how tu transform an
imperialist war into a socizl revolution, and whether
it was possible to consider guerrilla war as a substj.
tute for 'social revolution, rather than secing that, far

from being 2 shorteut lo revolution, it was the “long -

road to tragedy.” None answered the question more
lragically than that great revelutivnary, Che Guevara,
who met death in 18967 as he tried to slart a revolelion
in Baolivia, with no mass base whatever.{24)

As for the Black uprisings that covered the US.
following the Watls Revalt of 1965, it was in Detroit
in 196Y that (hey reached a climax, because It was

. there that the class distinction so dominated the revell
that it was clear it was not so much against “whitey,”
as against white landlords, white merchants, and white
police, Indecd, while many Black slores were spared
the toreh, Black merchants who had gouged the com-
munity were not spared, And unlike other cities, in

(24)We wrate a memorial Editoriat entitled “Che Gue.
vara, Revolutionary” in our Nov, 1867 issuc of N&L,
In our May and April, 1588 issucs, lhe Two Worlds
celumn carried o review of Regis Debray's Revo.
lution in the Revolution?, enlitled, “Shorteul 1o
Revaldiion ur Long Read to Tragedy?”

Detroit the repossession as well as the sniping was
integrated, The counlry was aflne with a Black revelt
that was a challenge to capitalism as well as to racism.
and clearly its anti-Vietnant War activities were under-
taken nol as pacifists but as revolutionaries,

1968 broughl everything to a climax as rebellion
reached o highpuint in Paris thal Spring (25), when stu-
dents were joined Ly po less than 10 million workers
un General Strike. Instead, however, of proving Cuhn-
Bendit's view that activity was primary and thal theory
coull be picked up “en route”, the almost-revolution
in Frapce aborted and De Gaulle eame out the vielot
without firing a sipgle shot. '

Tive disastrous counler-revolulion was Lhe ope that
saw Russia move in lo crush Prague Spring. The news
of the Laks rolling inte Czechoslovakia came the very
marping that the repsrt we had received direet from
Prague, “At the Crossroads of Two Worlds.” Wits com-
ing off the press, in our " Aug.-Sept, 1968 issue. We at
once re-published it in a full pamphlet, Czechoslovakia:
Revalution and Counter Revolution, togelher with o
Foreword written jointly by myself .as Chairwoman of
News and Letters. Committees in the U.S. and Harry
McShane-as Chairman of the Marsist-Humanist Group,
Glasgow,

IT HAD BEGUN TO look as if all the great re.
volls of the 1960s had come to an end—whather in
East or West. Europe, or in the U.5., where Nixon was
svon to take over the Presidency, It was just then, how.
ever, that a still newer and more unexpected revolu-
‘tionary force was arising in Mao's China—and precisely
in Mao's own district of Hunan, It was the Sheng Wu-
lien, whu demanded the concretization of the Paris
Commune [for our age, for China—the very country
which was in the forefront of Lhe grentest world con-
tradictions and deepest revolutions, We rushed to print
the Sheng Wu-lien document, {See.Vol, XI, Sec. I, 3.3

SLll another new movement—Women's Liberation—
had alse been arising out of the Left, Though it did not
Raln the atlention of the media until the 1968 protest
in" Allantie- City against the demeaning Miss America
pageant {(which the media sensationalized as a “burning .
of bras”), the truth is that elements of this new force
could be felt—if you knew how to recopnize H--ever
since World War [ when women had begun to fill the
factory jubs left vacant by the drafting of every eligible
man, and Black women had begun migrating North to
those jubs.(26)

(251Eugene Walker wrole an eyewitness critival Teport
which we published as Fratice, Spring 1968: Masses
in Motion, Ideas in Free Flow,

{26)In the immediate poslwar perivd 1 was working
with a group of Black women on lheir factory
gricvances, and showed them some translated ex.
cerpis from Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex.
Inslead of bring impressed wilh the work, beeause
e Beauvoir had brought sexuality out of the closet,
they were angered at her conclusion that, since
men were responsible for the double oppression
of women, it was the man's task to free woman,
“That,” snid one of the women, “is ohe mure
example of what Blacks have always suffered—the
idea that wur frecdom is white man's burden, No-
body ever gives you freedom, You got it by lighting
for it, And we women will have to fight for vurs,”
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1t was po accident thal at our birth in 1855 we had
already cingled out women as one of the four forces
of revelution{27) any nore than il was an accident
that our women Freedom Riders had found Woman
Power Unlimited in Mississippi, or that it was Black
women trying lo organize nursing homes in Baltimore

with whom Marxist-Humanists like Michael Cuonnolly

warked to establish (he Maryland Freedom Union.(28)
By 1968 we decided to publish the many voices we
had heard and clichied, together with a lecture ! had
given to WRAP at Chicago University that April (29
in o mimeographed pamphlet we Jealled Notes. on
Women's Liberation: We Speak in Many Volces, In

1970 we issued it as o printed pamphict, which al..

tracted many non-Marxist-Humanists, (30}

We had alse begun cireulating draft chapters of
Philusophy and Revolution o various conferences we
callod. Whether they were conlerences of youth, of
women or of Black activists, all had & chance ta read
the drafts first, hear my presenlation, and then proceedd
W their own discussion and te drawing their own urgan-
izational conclusions. The must exciting of these was
the Bluck ‘Red Conference held in January, 1969, out
of which came the “Black. Red View" column for the
paper written by John Alan.

Minutes of batht the Black/Red and the Women's
Liberation Conferences wore published in special bulte.
lins so thai non-members az well as membees of the
main forces of revolution could become part of the
process by which, in the carly 19705, we would tackle
what 1 called “Absulute Idea s New Beginning™, both
in thenry and in pravtice, (See Vol, X, See. 1N

REPRINTED FROM N&L, OCTOBER, 1969
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" One yenr after the invasion, the Czecho-
slovak people commenmorated the date as o
“day of resistance.” The leaflet above was
possed secretly hand o hand. It was enly
4" by 53" actual size,.

t2And we didn’t leave it only at “theory,” We prac-
ticed i, as s clear from the three pruoletarian
women columnists we had for N&L: Dunbar, Kegp
and Terrunn,

(2815ee our pamphlet, The Maryland Freedom Union: .
Hlack Working Women Thinking and Doing, by
Mike Flug (Conpnolly}. Reporls of all the MPU ac-
tivity from 19686 through 1968 were carrled in N&L
regularly throughout those years,

tdi Muolly Jackson's article about her aetivity in WRAP
{Women's Radieal Action Project) appearcd In
Notes on Women's Liheratlon under the title, “The
New and the Newer Tt was reprinted in several
anthologies, including Student Power, Participa.
tion and Revolution, (New Yurk, Association Press,
19707,

(d0)See, for example, two aclicles weilten for N&I, hy
Doris Wright on Black women, in Jan, and Feh,
1972 issues of N&l.,
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L. The 1970s: Dialectics of revolution/under
the whip of counter-revolution

Two totally opposite oceurrences — Nixon's barbaric
invasion of Cambodia, on the one hand, and the criss-
crossing of conferences on Lenin and on Hegel, on the
ather hand — jammed up in 1970 to0 bring about as new
u stuge in cognition as in reality,

Nixen's wars abroad had been brought home in
bload with the murderous assault on the protesting stu-
dents al Ken! State, Ohio and the Black students at
dacksun State, Miss, who solidarized with them. Our
front page picture not only focused on the riddled
women's dormitory at Juckson: our Editorial Article be
gan with the third massacre that had taken place that
week — which all others were ignoring = the six un-
armed Blacks killed in Augusta, Ga, for prolesting the
murder of 3 18 year old Black youth by his jaifers. {Sce
“Nixon's Wars at Hume and Abroad,” June-July, 197L.(31)

Thase mnmunldus. worldshaking cvenls were oc.
vurring while T was werking on my new bouk, Philosophy
and Revolution. Because 1870 had marked the 200th an.

niversary of Hegel's birth, and the 100th of Lonin's, new .

avenues were opening for the surprising philosuphic
relationship of Lenin and Hegel, as all sorts of separate
conferenves kept criss-crossing.

A New Left philosophic journal, ‘Telos, printed my
draft chapter frown Philosophy and Revolution on “The
Shoek of Recognition and Lhe Philosophic Ambivalence
of Lenin™ in its Spring 1970 issue. Another publication,
Praxis, in Yugoslavia, published the same chapter in its
1970 issue (Nos. 54), (323 And that fall, Telos held it~
first Internitional Confercace, where ! was invited to
sprak on “lHegeliap Leninism.” (33)

The need to transform reality, the core of the
Hegelian dialeciic, is what hot suddenly caused Lenin,
the revalutionary materialist, to discover an affinily with
the Hegelian dialeetic as he experienced the shock of
the Second international's collapse at the outbreak of
Warltd War L] felt that, in the same way, the new gen-

130 We further stressed the simullaneity of the wars
al W apdd abrosed by bringing out a new edition
of American Clvillzation on Trial that year with a
aew Appendix by Charles Benby, “Black Caucuses
in the Uniens.”

(H)The faet that it was no? only the New Left in the
U8, bul the dissidents in East Eurepe who were
interested in Lenin's Philosophie Notehaoks, pro-
duced articles in the Soviel press. Academician 8.
M. Redrov, Blreeter of the Institute of Ristory of
Svience and Technology, did not acknowledge that
it was my views he was attacking, as he attempled
ta keep Lenin eonfined in vulpar materialism, bt
these dre the views he attacked in his article, “On
the Distinctive Charscteristic of  Leain's  Philo.
suphic Nolebnoks,” in Soviet Studies in Philosophy,
Sumimer, 1970,

O The “Proveedings of the Fiest Dternational Telus
Confercoee,  Oct. B-FL 1070, held in Waterlon,
Untarin were published in buek-form tn Tewards a
New Marxism, vdited by Bart Grahl and Dl P
cone (S0 Laouls, Mo, Telis Press, 1%

eration of revolutionaries, confronted with the myriad
crises of 1970 afler their nearsrevolution of 1988 was
shattered, were now led to see an afinity with the
Hegelian Lenin, In West Europe, too, there was new
interest in Marxist-Humanism and Hegclian Leninism,
as witness the new French and British editions of Marx.
ism and Freedom,

IT WASN'T ONLY tha US, where the revelt was
continuing, The most exciling cvent in East Europe was
the sponlancous uprising of Polish workers in Decembeor
1970, when the shipyard workers in Gdansk and Szesecin
were joined by housewives. students and other workers
to bring about the overthrow of Gomulks, In Shlpyard
Workers Revolt Against Communist Pacty Leaders, we
were able to publish a document from a workers' meet-
ing. held in January 1971 that had been smuggied cut

of Poland,

At home what most excited the imagination of the
country in this period was the Native American move-
ment, which eleetrified the nation with the cccupalion.
of Alcatraz in 1970. It wasnt only the remembrance of
the massacre at Wounded Knee that brought the country
lo a new conscisusness: it was the todayness of the Indian
freedom strupggles. (34) .

By the next yvear the anti-Viétnam War movement
had gained such dimensions that the most massive
demanstration ever, half a million, marched to the
Capitol in Washinglon, led by Vietnam veterans,

——— .

r34]5§cu aur pamphiet, Black, Brown and Red which
links these movements and has a bilingual section
in Spanish, ' L. .
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Suddenly, a stunned world suw Mao Tsetung take
Nixon off the hot seal with the announcement thal
Nixon would visit Peking, And as if Nixon and Dr.
Strangelove Kissinger hadn't created enough devastation
with the invasion of Cambodia and massive bombing of
North Vietnam, Kissinger started Lilting to Pakistan In
the Iadia-Pakistan War, in an allempt 1o abort the
strivingto-be-born new nation of Bangladesh, Our Per-
speclives Thesis for 1971-1972 was well titled: “Nixon
and Mao Aim 1o Throttle Social Revolution.” (See Vol.
XI. See. 1 4.}

1673-1976--Philosophy and Revolu-

tion; .revolutions in Africa

and Portugal; woman cs rev-
olutionory

The battle of deas in the caTly 703 wis by no means

Adimited either 16 the New or the Ol Left. On the ron-

trary, The subject of Lenin's embrace of the Hegelian
dialectic inweresied also such purely academie soeicties

as the Hegel Society of America, which tavited me to -

give o paper on HegeYs Absolute Lden as New Beginning
t its Biennial Convention of 1974, While this was done
textually most rigorously, tracing every paragraph of
the Abselute Idea, I nevertheless was able te reldte it
1o Leain's Absiract of Megel's Svience of Legie, con-
trasting it sharply to Adorne's Negative Dialectles. {35)

In the Introduction 1o Philosophy and Revolulion, 1
called to the attention of the readers:

“The brute fact ., . is the ali-pervasivencss of |

the world crisis—veconomic, political, racial. educa
tioual, philosophic, social. Not a single fuce! of life.
prisans included, was not weiphted down by the
erisis-—und its absolute opposite in thought, A pas-
sionate hunger for a plitosophy of liberation
erupted.” , ,

It wasn't that Philosophy and Revelution underesti-
maled the supreme- difficully of uprootling the system,
It was that its aim was to lruce- the relationship of
philosophy and revolition from the great French Revo-
tution and the birth of Hegelian philosophy, through the:
1848 proletarian revolutions and the Marxian theory of
revelution, and from the Russian Revolution and-Lenin's
rediscovery of the Hegelian dialectic up to our own age.

The essenee of PPart I is seen in the very title:
“Why Hegel? Why Nuw?” The counter to that—FPart 11,
“Alternatives"—deals  both  with  revolutionories  like
Trotsky and Mao and with "an oulsider looking in™ like
Sartre, in prder to measure thelr theories against the
vbjective situation, Sinee it Is up to cach gencralion of
Marxists to work eut Marxism for its own age, the whele
Tart 1H—"Economic Reaiity and the Dialecties of Lib-
vration”—deals with the Afrlcan Hevolutions ami e
wortd ceonomy;  with  state.capitalism and  the East
European ru\'ulla apd with the “New Passions and
New Forces” of todny: the Bluek dimension, the anti-
Vietnam War youth, rank and file Libor, and women's
liberation,

(351 The paper is included in Art and Logie in Hegel's
Philasophy, edited by Warren B, Stelnkraus and
Keaneth 1., Schmitz and published by Humanities
Press in 1980,

A Constitutional Convention was eallcd for Qet, 21,
1973 1o amend our Constitution. We first recorded that,
just as the Black Revolution was proof of our thesis
of Black masses as the vanguard of the American
Revolution, so Women's Liberation as movement was
proofl of the correctness of our singling out that force as
Reason back in 1855, We then added the following:

“What Marxism and Freedom, with its dialectical
form of prescatation of histary and theory us entan-
ating from the movement from practice did do is lay
the foundation for the articulation of the unity of
philosophy and revolution. Philosophy and Revelu.
tion, in articwlating the integrality aof philusophy
an:l revolution as the characteristic of the age, and
tracing it through historicaily, caupht the fink of
continuity with the Hummism of Marr, that phil-
nsophy of liberation which merges the dialectics of
elemental revolt and its Reason, The new historic
paszions and forees set in motion in the 1950s gave
bhirth to o nen gencration of revolutionaries in the
19605, and in the 19705 have put a mark of wrgeucy
ou the veed of infegrality elso of philosophy and
organization, As.agiinst ‘the party (o lead’ concept,
such integrality of dialectics and organization re-
fleets the revolutionary maturity of the age and iis
passion for a phitosaphy of liberation,

“Marxism and Freedom ond Philtosophy and
Revolution are our thearetical- foundations, How-
cver; they are wot a ‘prograwm.’ They are a con.
iribution to the theoretical preparation for repoln-
tion without whick we revolutionary orgonization
or ‘grouping can match the challenge of our era.”

WHILE THE PAX AMERICANA arrogsnce of
Kissinger and the tolalitarianism of Nixon {(36) .con-
tinved right up to the day of his foreed resignation in
1974, a totally new historle epoch was opening simul-
taneously in Africa and in Portugal. Indeed, the Portu-
guese Revolution began in Africd, as the young African
revolutionaries—some of them still children—actualiy
influenééd the young Porluguese soldiers in the occupy-
ing army. A dynamism of ideas had always characler.
‘ized what had been called "Porluguese Afriea,” whether
that be the, way Eduard Mondlane had made the role of
women integral lo revolution in his 1969 wark The
Struggle, for Mozambique, or the way African leaders
tike Dr, Nelo, unlike West Africans; al once established
relalions with Marxists in the West,

The overthrow of the oldest fascist regime, with
the vusting of Caclaneo, was a great hisloric event which.
a1 one and the same time, shook up the imperialist
world and initinted a truly social revolution, involving
not only workers and peasants and studenis and women,.
but the young soldiers themselves. While General
Spinola tried 1o delude himself that he was the true
leader, it was his soldiers with whom the revolutionarfes
in Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and Angola were fratern-
7ing.

In Purwgal itself, wuny parties were active—Sociul-
sl, Commuuist, and intdependent; workers upsurged in
great strikes: peasants occupied the land; and—though
the masses were reaching only February 1917, and were
still far from November 1917—Llhere was no doubt that
the goal was a full prolelarian revolution, So fearful

tithiNee our H:Ii!uri.ﬂ Artiele, “Politics of  Counler.
flevelution: Watergate and the *Year of Europe',”
in the JunedJuly, 1873 issue of N&L,

6400




REPRINTED FROM NKiLL, D!CEHB!R. 1973

Angolan children, taught to read and wrile
by guerrillas, argued ideas of Ireedom with
captun_.-d Portuguese soldiers,

was NATO that the revolution: would undermine what
they considered “the underbelly of Europe,” and so
determined were the capitalists and neo-capitalists with

sopeinlisl enlorations te stop any genuine revolution, that,

Portugal sonn faced a full Rightist move back\r\‘:lrd with
the Nov. 23, 1975 coup,

“Under .the Whip of the Counter-Revolution: Will
the Revolulion in Portugal Advance?’ began a whole
new series of Polltical-Philesophic Letters that covered

the momentous world ¢vents froun January through De.:

comber, 1976, (See Vol, X1V, Sec. I, 7.)

One of the most signifieant new phenomena that
arose from the Portuguese Revolution and that is sure
1o remain in the vocabulary of the 19805 is apartidaris.
mo. So characteristic of the revolutionary situation was

this striving fer “non- partylsm" that the PRP/BR {Revo..

lutionary Party of the Proletarial/Revolutionary Bri-
gades), u split-off from the Communist Party, tried te
assign priority nul 1o the parly, but to the spontaneous
mass organizalions. 137) Though never fully worked
vut, the very fact that “non-pariyism® was raised brings
up the truly buraing question for the 19805,

AMONG THE OTUER significant events of the
revolution was the wemen's movement—nol the women's
moevement "as such,” but the fact that from the start
the teaflets of the MLM (Women's Liberation Movement),
culling for equal pay for women ot factories, were Toreed

i4isabe) do Carmo, the leader of the PRI* 1R, raised
both his question and the relationship of theory to
practice. in defining her group she wrote: ‘il is
nlen the argonizatinn copahle of anehiog o synthess
between theory und revolutionary practice.” (Sce
vortupal: hey locuments ol the Hevolutionary
Process, published by People’s Translatinn Service,
Berkeley, Cal. 84701,

te stale: "I's not only the bosses that are exploiting
us: i's cur own comrades who are relusing us equal
pay.” {30)

There has not been a single pari of the globe—
whether that be Porlugal or Mozambique, Naly or
Guinca-Bissau, England or Angola; whether it be the
U.8. or Iran, France or West Germany, or for that
malter Russin—where the women have not been on the
march for true liberatior, And while that has econcen-
trated heavily on the right to aburtion, “taking back our
Bodies™ also meant “taking back our heads,” The strug-
kles against the “status quo™ are netl scparated from the
man’woman relationship right in the home, muach less
in @ new society that cannot ever come 1o be without
tearing up root and branch the old society, The failure
o acknowledae this is no smal] reason for constantly
having only aborted, unfinished revoiutions,

When Philosophy and Revolution singled out the
unigqueness of this ape’s Women's Liberation Movement
in the fact that it was challenging male chauvinism
not only under capitalism, but within the Lefi, it pointed
out how deep must be the uprooting if we are ever
lo create a new society. In 1976 we pubiished a new -
pamphlel, Working Women For Freedom, (39) in
which the masses in nolion again spuke for themselves,
and to which was appended an article, “Women as
Thinkers, and zs Revolutionaries,” that was excerpled
frum a series of six lectures I had given al the Wayne
State University/ University of Michigan Cultural Ccnler

I ended with this:

“Creativily that can really tear things up at
their roots and genuinely start something new.
hwmanly new, can. only come from nasg ereativity.
It is only then when it is totally revolutionary, 18
not hemmed iv by the concept and practice of the
Hrarty to lead.” end it is only then it can once amd
Jor all cud abgrted and unfinished revalutions,

“Be it somsthing os *simple’ as the question of
woinew's struggle for equality in the very wudst of
all the myrind crises, or the deep recession and
1cism in the U.S., whal women are hungering for
-« orhing out the relationship of their creuativity to
o philesophy of liberation, We surely do not need
yet ane more form of elitism, What e do necd is
w unity of phitosophy ond revolution. Without it,
we il vot be able 1o ger ot from umlcr the 1whip
of the counter-revolietion.”

G The vartous Left parties, alter the reveiution, {ried
tu take erudit for frecing the authors of The Three
Marias from Ciactanu's jails, but the truth s that
it was the international women's movement that
foreed their re,ease-——and it preeeded the revolution,
See “Maria Earreno Speaks for Bersell.,” N&L,
April, 175

G Working Worren For Freedom wus cu-uuthored by
three Marxist-Humanist working women: electrieal
worker Angela Terranoe: office worker Marie Dignan:
andl autoworker Mary Jlotmes,
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Once Again 1973-1976-This time
as the Middle East wor and
the worlid economic crisis

The deepest econemie recession sinee World War
1L se deep thal the structure of the whole statecapital-
im worid hag reachea the poinl of stagnation, gave
birth 0 many myths, the first of which blamed every-
thing an the Middle East war and the quadrupling of
uil prices that followed,

There is no doubt that the quadrupling of oil
prices ceriainly heiped bring on the crises. But the
truth is that the ceconomy was sick—the U8, economy
most of all—cever since the Vietnam War and the heighl-
ened mililataration which has become a permanent
feature. The missiies alone are now, by 1980, reaching

. suel: sratuspheric proportions thul Carter's Program on

that for the next five vears will reach o trillion dollars.

Wiat Is inherent in the Middle East crisis, whether
you begin now or al the beginning of the Arab-Isracli
collision—whick §s not 1873, or 1967, but 1945—is the
pust-World War 1l siruggle of the world powers for
globat domination, un the one hand, and the strugyle
far the minds of humanity, on the other,

Tog many ure- eager to forget what the birth of
Israel had originaliy signified as the birth of *a now
nation. net alone oul of the Holocaust, but one that was
sneialist, was won by fighting Dritish imperatism, ane
wis the only place in the Middle East which had neither
vil nor any Nazi associztions during World War 11,
The fact that Israel now has the reactivnary leadership
it does, which is-doing its best to reverse the clock and
deprive the Palestinians of thelr right to self-delermina-

tion, cannot erase the diolectivs of liberation then.

What i3 neaded is the tracing of the dialecuc of each
evend, as il happened, within the conicxt of the global
situation, This is what we did in the series of articles
collecled ander the tille: War, Peacz or Revolution:
Shifting Alllances In the Middle East--froms the Six Day
War ts the Camp David Summit, (40)

As U.S, and Russia entered Lhe Middle East cock.
pit, it became n Key poinl for the twy nuclear titans
struggling for control over the Middle Easl. By 1973,

. when it louked as if there would be snme “even-handed-

ness” on the part of the LS, rrgarding the Arab world,
global polities again look center stage. In a word, the
fact remains that neither Tarsel (and it is the goilliost

- party of all by now) nor Egvpt ner the PLO, has the

deeisive word,

40 The analyses inclade: (from News & Letters and
Political-Philosophic Letters, 1967.1973), “The Arab-
Isvaeli cellision, the world powers, and the struggle
fur the minds of men™ {June 1667): “Anti-Semitism,
anti-revolution, anti-philesophy: U.8. and Russia en-
ter Middle East cockpit™ (February 1960): “The
Middie East crupls” {November 19733 “The U.S..
global politics and the Mideast War™ (December
1873y, ’

Alse included are: (from The Political-Philosophic
Letters of Raya Dunayevskaya, 1976), “The UN Reso.
lution on Zionism—and ideolorical obfuscation also
on the Left™ and “Lebanon: The test not only of the
P.LO, but the whole Left™) (from News & Letiers,
1978), “War, peace vr revolution: Shifting alliances
in the Middle £ast™ and “Camp David Summit:
Peace in Middle Fastl—or extension of 1S, im.
puriulism?™

TIIEREFORE, TQ SEE what was really happening
in this stage of new crises for slatecapitalism, we have
o return to production and nol polities. So deerepit had
capitalism become by the 1970s that, far from the never-
ending lalk of growth, growth, growih, all capitalists
could think of tu stup the galloping inflation was zere
“grawth,” What was worse still was the revelation of
the Vietnam War, that (he U.S. was nol only the most
savayely imperialistic country, but the one where, for
the fiest time ever, there was a recession during an
ohgoing war, so wmuch so lhat even the merchants of
teath complained of a decling in the rate of profit!

Fur revolutionaries to mistake the “arms otonomy.”
permanent ar otherwise, as if it were equivalent to lhe
hooms of capital expansiot,—aceumulation of such ever
greatrs masses of unpaid labor as {o counteraet the
decline in the rate of profit—is, at one and the same
time, to blind oneself to the totality of the erisis, the
aclual siruciural charges of capitalist produclion in
its death agony, and, what is far worse, fail to scc the
new forms of revolt, like the unorgznized, the new gen-
cration of revolwlionaries, and the ever deeper layers
of the proietariat fighting automation and its ultimale
point of unimation,

In a word, whether we start with LBJ claiming
we could have both guns and bulter: or go to Nixon,
the great believer in private capitalism, who was forced
to undertake the imost rigorods state-capitalist measures,
from wage and price controls to devaluation of the
dollar: or ge. to Corter and Reagan, who, in 1980, are
outdaing cach other in preparations for World War Hi—-
what they all forget is that the unemployed army as a
permanent feature, and the Black dimension especially
among the youth who have never seen a job, will always
bring about new forms of revelt until they bring the
system down,” (41D

I is this which all furget—whether private capital.
ism, or stale-capitalism calling itself Communism, or all
the tailenders from the ‘I'rotskvists down. That is why
those we called "today’s epigones” (42) try to truncate
Marx's greatesl work, preseating the monstrosity of
slate-capitalism as il it were the revolutionary alterna.
tive to US, capilalism. They stand in the way of the

(411 Indeeil. the new militaney of workers while and -
Black raised again the question that has predom.
inated the struggles ever since Aulomation: whal
kind of labor should human beings do? It was in
1974 that a white production worker in Catiforniz,
Felix Martin, joined our Black worker-editor Charles
trenby, as his West Coast editor,

t4218¢e the 1nvvoductlon, “Today's Epigones Who Try
1o Truneate Marx’s Capital”, to my pamphiel Marx's
Capital and Today's Global Crisis. The battle of the
ideas of the 8705 led lo the translation of such
preat works as Marx's Grundrisse, and to a new -
translation of Marx's Capital, it did nol, however,
induce cither academia or the New Left to glve
the objective, scholarly Introductions. The worst
was the Introduction to the new Pelivan cdition
vf Capital, written by the soalled “specialist on
Marxism.™ Ernest Mandel, who tried lo saddle Marx
with an approval of thal state-capitalist monstrosity,
Russla, as if it were a2 form of workers stale, See
alsa my review of Mandel’s Marxist Economle Theory
-1*True Rebivlh, or Wholesnle Revision of Marxism?®,
in N&L, May and June-uly, 1970,)
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proletariat and all the new forces of revolution wha
are scarching for a totally new form of revolution to
usher in a new society in which buman power Is its
own end,

With the death of Mao in 1076, it was ciear lhat
no matter what de-Maoization would follow, even as the
de-Stalinization that followed Stalin's death, the truns
formanion im0 oppusiit of sny wihcis ataté @ na-
tionnl revolulionary state could nol be retransformed
i ils apposite unless # new revalutienary force does It

It cannot be done from the fop down; il muss be
done from the botiom up. [t cannot be done by reform:
it must be done by revolution, The same was true in
pust-Watergate 1LS.A., where the totality of the crisis
wiis beyond repair. But, as we expressed it in our 1976
Perspectives, “National-International, Objectlive-Subjec-
tive Crizes are Testing Revolulionaries™ too, .

1977-1979: From Crisis in Post-Mao
China, through Black Consci-
ousness in South Africe and
the Latin American Revolts,
to the lranian Revolution

The world crises which were testing revolulionaries
were starkest of ai! in post-Mao China, Tt was rot so
much the death of Mao as the contradictory legacy of
Mau that created China's particular crisis, The world
media was fallowing the factional fights, sensing the
hypocrisy of the phony unity at the top that lasted hardly
a manth, followed by the vicious campaign against the
so-called “Gang nf Four” — Chiang Ching, Wang Hung-

wen, Chang Chunwchiag and Yao Wen-yuan —- upon

whom a1l crises were blamed. '

We, on the other hand, foncentrated as we had dur-
ing Mao's lifetime upon the magnificent revolutionary
youth moveinents like Sheng Wu-lien, who had taken at
tace value Man's proelamation of the Cuitural Revolulion
that “it is right 1o rebel” We felt confident that the
movement, thongh its leaders were rallroaded to prison
znd the movement driven underground, was not' de-
stroved. A new dissident group, Li Yizhe, had arisen in
1974 when Mao was stil] nlive, and jts leaders, including
wapg Xizhe, were imprisoned for their wall posters.
After his release frem jail in 1978 Wang continued
his struggle “For a Return te Genuine Marxism in
China!™ {43}

Soon after Man died we analyzed his empiricism and
“capitulstion te the objective pull of stute-capitalism as
the *nest® slage of human develupment, with the quin.
lessontial differcnce. from Russia's acceptance of that
state, that it be China. nrt Russia, thar will "head” that
next stage.” (44}

Whal we had done from our birth — iistening to

(43)This arlicle was printed ynder the title. “Struggle
fur a Class Dictatorship of the Proletarial,” in the
dissident paper, Peaple's Volee, in Canton, N was
reprinted in Intercontinental Press, Dec, 10, 1978,

(4418ce “Post-Mao China: What Now?" in New Essays,

" by Raya Dunavevskaya. This 1077 pamphlet in.
claded, as well, “Leen Trotsky as Man amtl as
Theoreticlan” (published alse in Studies in Com-
parative Communbm, USC. 1977 and “Dialectics
of Liberalion in Thought and in Activity: Abselule
Negotivity as New Beginndug™ (see also footnote
any,

THE STRUGCLE
CONTINUES

WLNES: LETTERS

News & Letters banner, unfurled from balcony
during Flint protest at UAW 40th aniversary
celebration, .

the new voices from below, singling out new revolulionary
forces, seeiny that the movement from practice is itself
a form of theory — does pot free Marxist intellectuals
from Lheir responsibility, Indeed, what Heget caljed “The
Self-Thinking Idea" cannot itself think, without prople
thinking il. It renmins the intellectuals® responsibility 10
work out a new relationship between theory and prace
tice, ,
To work out 2 new relativnship of theory to practice
is no easy task, 4nd requires both listening o new voices
and digging buck into the past, not only into American
raots bul alse international extensions and developments,
Thus, just as ln 1976, from our continuous digging -inte
American toots we produced America's First Unfinished
Revolution (45), and in 1977, on the hundredth annives-
sary of the $t. Louis strike, published The First General
Strike in the U.8.(461, so 1977 led to new international
relations, .

. From London we recetved a 2:00 a.m. tetephone call
on Feh. 18 from some of the students demonstrating

_throughout England: "We are oceupying the administra.

tive offices of Middlesex Polylechnie, We have been
here for 12 hours to protest the astronomical increase
in overseas students’ uition fees .. 80 percent of over-
seas students in Britain come from Third World coun-
tries. Many of the overseas students face deportation for
their involvement, The Jrapian students are especially
vulnerable.” They emphasized the relationship between
student action and the increasing revelts of the British
warkers, {47)

In that ssine monih of February we had received
another call —- this time from Flint, Mich., asking our
kelp in forcing the UAW hurcaucrals tn glve Genora

(451This pamphlet by M. Franki and J, Ilillstrom re-
vealed the unteld stary of the true ereators of in-
dependence — e workers, yremanry, Rlacks and
wamen,

(46 Terey Moon ard Ren Hrokmeyer had not only dis-
covered, in their research for this study, the for.
gotten  women  Hegellan  philosophers, Anna C.
Brackett and Susan E. Rlow, bul presenied the
relationshiy both tu the Black dimension, and to
Marx's Flrst Interpational,

{4715ce the report compiled by our Youlh columaisl,
Petor Wermuth, earried as the Lead in our March
LRIT issue,
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Johnson Dollinger the right le speak at the 40th Anni-
versary Celebration of the 1837 Flint Sit-down Strike,
Despite the vital role that women played in winning that
historie strike ~ especlally the famous Women's Emer-
gency Brigade that she had organized — not a single
woman had been included anywhere on the program.
Our Wonien's Liberation Committee, together with angry
women fran CLUW, NOW, the Ann Atbor Labor History
Project, and the Waskington D.C. Women's Film Conpera-
tive, unleashed so colerful and determined a protest right
in ihe auditarium the! it oot only wan Gennra the right
to speak, but beeamne the highpoint of the film “With
Babics and Banners” which took the story nation-
wide, (48) )
0ur national and international activities and writings
were, nf course, af po time separated — whether that be
the initiation of aclivily against the appearance of neo-
Nazism in Chicago and Detreit, or the report of Charler
77 reccived from Frague, both reported in our June 1977
issuc: whether it be the Spanish and Ialian editions of
Phitosophy and Revolulion, or the Hong Kong publica-
tion of The Revolutlon is Dead, Long Live the Revolu.
tion, which reprodiuced my crilique of Mao's Cultural
" Revolution (48): or whelher it be Sexism, Politics and
Revelution in China, which was issued by the Women's
Liberation-N&L Commitlee (50}, .

>
THE OVERRINNG EVENT of all that year hap-
pencd in berighted Suuth Afriea after they murdered
Steve Bike, His moavement., Black Consciousness, far
from dying, grew and developed and is contizuing to
this day. We were the first In the US. Lo publish Steve
Biko "Speaking for Himscll” as the lead in our Nov. 1977
issue:
“[y Glack consciousness | mean the cultwral and
politicai revisal of un oppressed people, This wmust
be related tn the emancipation of the entire con-
tinent of Africa since the Second World War, Al
rica has ecrperienced the demth of while brvinci
hility ... :
“Where is the esidence of support among the
wounger generatton for BPC (Black Prople's Con
rention)? In one word: Sowete! ... For the power
of ¢ movement les in the jact that it ecan indeed

(48)The film. produced by the Women's Labur History,

Film Project, was nominated later for an Academy
Award, Our banner, “The Struggle Continues,” which
triggeted the pretest when it was unfurted from
the baleony, is pictured on p. 20,

(49)This work was published by, The 705, 30 Queens
Howl West, 1/F, Hong Kong. and is avallable from
them directly, ar through News & Letlers.

(503The year 1077 was an aclive vne for the Women's
liberation Mavement throughout the world, The
May ond June issues of N&L carried reports of
new revolutionary movements in [taly and Portugal
as well as a report from England. The following
vear our WL-N&L Committee (which had fune-
tioned since 1071 as an sutonemous committee)
issucd one of its most popular pamphlets, Revolu.
ttonary. Feminismn, which included a eritique of the
British SWP writer, Joan Smith: 2 report on [nter-
national Women's Day: a view of Kosa Luxembury
an the 58th anniverssry of her murder: as well as
the unusual combination of “The Paris Commune
and Black Women's Liberation.” It was no accidenl,
either, that our Natlve American  columnist,
Shainepe Sheupwe, devoied her May, 1077 column
to the isste of sterilization abuse,

change the habits of people. This change is ot the

result of force but of dedication, of moral per-

suasion, This is what has gotten throngh to the
young people. They realize that we are not dealing
with mere bread and butter issues ...

“The Rlack consciousness movement does not
want 16 accept the dilemma of capitalism versus
communism. It will opt for a socialist solution that
is an authentic expression of Black communaliem ...

“Ag Fenon puts it, *the conscinusness of the self
is not the closing of e door to communication ...
National consciousness, which 1s not nationalism, is
the only thing that will pive us on international
dimension’ ..."

The Sowete youlh who appeared on the historic
scene that year were showing that their activities were
not separated [rom their philosophy of liberation, anid
the books they considered the greatest were those of
Framz Fanon and Marlin Luther King, Jr.

The wntense development in Black realily and Black
thought was reflected the following year in News &
Leotters in two outstanding publications, First was Franlz
Fanon, Sowelo and American Black Thought by Lou
Turner and John Alan. 1978 also saw the completion of
the second part of our editor Charles Denby's auto-
biography and the publication of the whole as Indignant
Heart, A Black Worker’s Journal, (51} whicn in summing
up, drew so close a connection hetween Blacks in- the

Coffin of xtluraercd.Stcve Biko is carried by
angry Scuth Africans,

U.S. and those in Africa, that the Black dimension mani.
fested itself os o world revelutionary dimension. One
of the points that slands out especially in the last chap-
ter on “Worldwide Struggle for Freedom™ is the inei-
dent in which a white worker is very surprised thal a
Black UAW member did not know who Meany was,
Denby comments: “But the worker whe did not even
know Mecany, the President of the AFL-CIO, knew
every delail of Lumumba's life from the time he or-
ganized the national movement for independence to his
murder,” (Indignant lleart: A Black Worker's Journal,
. 291) :

Both on the Black dimension and on student youth,
new relztions were established with Britain, “Academi-
cally™ this related to my 1978 pumphlet, Marx’s Capilal
and Today's Glebal Crisis, because It included not only a
sharp critique of Mandel's introduction to Marx's Capital,
but also an appendix on the English SWP lcader —

(51)Indignant Meart: A Black Worker's Journal was
published by South End Press, Boston, 1978, A
British cdition was pubtlished by Plulo Press, Lon-
tfon, In 1080,
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"Tony Clff reduces Leuin's Theory to *Uncanny Intui.
tinn," " Cliff's Lenin {volume 2) is as grest a vulgariza-
tion of Lenin ns a Marxist theoretician as s Mandel's
Interpretation of Marx,

The pamphlet also hils out against both Mandel and
Ciiff on the question of scholarship, tn showing that
there are altogether too many Marxists who  hardly
differ Ifrom bourgeois scholars in their carclessness
ahout facts concerning Marx and Lenin, CHIE not only
held that Lenin was o lesser Marxian economist than
Tukembury, bt evidently had not even read Lusxcem:
burg's work. Anyone who Khows the original works under
discussion would know that Tony Cliff hid the fact he
had not 1ead cither the massive 730 page work by Lenin.
the Notebooks an tnperialism, or Lenin's Shornik, which
contains an ontline of the book he intended 10 write on
Luxemburg's Arcumulation of Capital, entitled Rosa
Luxemburg's  Unsuccessful  Supplement 1o Marxist
Theory, Toward the new discussions of Capital, in 1979
we alse reprinted my 1944 OQutling of (apital, Vol, 1.

The impact of the analysis not just of Mandel and
Cl{f. but of Capltal iiself, was by po means only aca.
demie, Quite the contrary, The wide sales of Marx's
Capital and Toduy’s Gluhal Crisis in Britain were secon-
dary to (he faet that, in addition fo the veteran Marxist
in Glasgow, liurry McShane, a pew group of yvoulh in
England had deciared themsetves Marxist-Humanists, By
1880 they began issuing a British supplement to News
& Lettees, - :

JUST AS NEW INTERNATIONAL relations were
developed with Ghinese dissidents and African revolo-
lionaries, so the Latin American struggles in 1978 be-
cam#! struggles for Lotinos and U8, Marxists in the
United States, In the month of May, N&L carried a lead
on the subjeet, “From Chile to Mexico, Los Angeles to
N.Y.: Latino Struggles Unile Freedom Fighlers in North
and South America,” My Political-Philosaphic Letier
the same month, "The Unfinished Latin American Revo-
lutions,” Included, as appendix, the exchange of corre-
spondence belween Sllvio Frondizi and mysell in the
mid-1960s (52}, .

The Political.Plilosophie Letter also analyzes Gerard

Chaliand's Revolution tn the Third World, The whole
question of revolutions in the Third World In the 1970s
was raised anew with Vietnam's invasion of Kampuchea.
While at first it met with little objection from the Lefi
hoth beeause Pol Pol's monstrous regime surely needed
overthrowing and because the Vietnam invasion did
have popular support fn Kampuchea, it was altogether
different when giant China invaded little Vielram, Not

(32Hn 1863 Frondizi had tried to get' a Spanish pub.
lisher {or Marxism and Freedom ard had begun a
correspandence with me. That, however, is not what
gives this exchunge of correspondence an historic
valuc and connects it (o {978, Rather, it is the fact
that the pull of the Cuban Revolutlon on Marxists
In Latin America included even these whu did see
Russin as o state-capitalist society, bul resisted
labeling Cuba as such, Cuba, befure and after
Russia’s entey into that sphere, had become a fucnl
politt for U5, jmperialism, But by 1962 it had
ceached the ominous, world-shaking missile con-
fruntation between the two nuclearlyarmed giants
—U.8. and Russla,

Lhat it was only a question of a David and Goliath eon-
frontation. Rather it was due to the fact that the inva-
sion disclnsed the class nature of state-caplialist regimes
calling themselves Communist as being equally as im-
perialistic as the so-called private capitalist world,

Even many of those whe had net accented 1he theo
retical position that we live in the age of state-capitalisr,
could see that the division of the world into bul two
nuclear Titans, U.S, and Russia, cach aiming a1 single
mastery of the world, was dragging cach rew country
inty that global struggle. The world markel., as world
preduction, was compelling many who had not separated
themselves from state powers and relied only on the
power of the inasses in their own country, {6 chaose one
oy the other. The fact that the only way to struggle out
of Lthal was no; to tailend any slate power, focused on
ihe question of ideolegy in the Third World, and no-
where more sharply than in Latin America,

REPRINTED FROM MN&L, MAY, 1978

Thus, when my arlicle, *Marx's Humanism Today,”
included in Erich Fromm's internalional symposium,
Sucialist Humanism, asppeared ‘in Spanish, il created
ground for new relations with Latin Americon revolu.
tionaries, IL was followed by Spanish cditions of -‘Marx-
ism and Freedom and Philosophy and Revolution in the
1970s, When our first pamphlet in Spanish in the U.S..
La Lucha Latina Para la Libertad y la Fllosofia Marxis-
ta-llumanisia, appeared, it helped to creale new rela.
lations for Marxist.:Humanism in the U.S. among Latinos,

NOTHING SHIORT OF A SHIFT in global puwers
climaxed the period 197779, from the reverberations of
post-Mao China, through the Blaek Conscicusness move-
ment in South Africa and the Lalin American rovolts,
to the struggles of the Iranian masses against the Shah,
which nssumed such mass proportion as o develop ino
ouetrighl revolution,

At its very heginning 1 had been working on o new
buuk, the topic of which has three subjects. One is
Rusa  Luxembury; the second s the relationship nf
Women's Liberation in her time and ours; and the
third is Marx's philosophy of revolution, which had
pained a new dimension with the fiest transeription of

6405

e A et by el




Marx's Ethnological Naolebooks, (53) I no soconer had
reached the first chapter on Rosa Luxemburg, which
deals with the turning point In her life—the 190507
Russian-Polish Revolution—than all sorts of new facts
ahout its extension into Persia illuminated the Iranian
struggles of 1878. At the same time, Marx's Ethnological
Nolebooks cast new illuminatien on the philosophy of
Woman's Liberation as il extended Marx's own 1844
analysis of the Man/Woman relationship w0 his 1881-82
analyses of the possibility of revolutions occurring in
backward countries.

The overthrow of the Shah, and with it the under-
mining of U5, imperialism’s dominance of the Gulf
region, nol only opened a dramatic shift in global power.
bul for the first time moved the question of the Middle
East from oil, to ene of social revolution. What wus
must outstaniding was that the greatest, most powerful
and sastained mobilizations for months on end. in-
cluding 2 general strike of nil workers, preceded the
three-day insarreclion of Feb. 912, 1979, which did
indecd iniliale 3 whole new epoch in world relations.

Every segment of the population had peon totally

involvad in ridding lran of its-twin nemescs—ihe Shah -

and U.S, imperinlism~-and it seemed to he the eve of
the grestest revolulion since’ 1817. The workers who
had been owt on genoral strike refused to turn over
their guns even when the Ayatollah commanded it,
All sorts of spunlaneous otrganizations arose, by no
means limited to former puerrilla groups. Quite the
conlrary. There were shoras, there were workers' coun.
cils, there were anjumenis, And in all of them youth
was dornlnnnl

-‘There was ne cnd to the freedom of the press and
the great attvaction for the student youth of new Marx.
ist Iranslations. The most cagerly sought-after of the
Marxist groups were those who were independent of
any stale power. The most persistent fighters for self-
delermination were alss the most organized, and were
not only the Kurds but also the Arabs, Because thiey
were all part of the mass revolutionary outhurst which
overthrew the Shah, they feit confident in cnnunum;,
the fight for genuine self-determination.

Finally, and ne means leasl, the Women's Libera.
tion movement aimed at opening up & new chapter for
the revolution, They were invelved for five days, be.
gmning on International Women's Day, Mareh 8, 1979,
in vontinuous marches under the slogan, "We made the
vevolution for freedem and gol unfreedom,™

Avatollah  Khomeini no sooner found himself in
tutal power than contradictions began learing the newly
liberated nation apart, The emergent retrogression was
analyzed in the March 1079 Political-Philosophic Leiter,
“Unfoldment of, and Contradictiens in, the Iranian
Revolution.” This eritique was translaled and published
in Farsl, as were my writings on Wamen's Liberation
in a pamphiet entitled Woman as Reeson and Foree
of Revolutlen, which alse included an article on wonien
by Rosa Luxemburg and Ting Ling's “Thoughts on

(i3 Lawrence Krader transeribed Marx's  Nolebooks,
which were published in 1072 under the title, The
Ethnological Notebooks of Karl Mary, by Van Gor
cum, Assen,

REPRINTED FROM N&L, /AARCH, 1979

March 8. The introduction to the series of cssays was
writlen by an [rsnian Marxist-Humanist woman, Neda.

All through "1979 and indeed a geod part of 1980
there was hardly an issue of N&L which did not have
cither eye-witness reports on the Iranian Revolutivn,
letters from Iran, special articles on both the women's
revolution and the fundamentalist Isiamie betrayal of
it, as well as serious articles en what type of organiza-
tien, what type of shovas, what kind of relationshlps of
religion Lo revolution, The whole series of eye-witness
reports and editorials, lead arlicles and Political:Philo-
sophic Letlers, were listed in the report of the Natlunal
Organizer, Olga Domanski, to the 1979 Plenum, (54)

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's
Philosophy of Revolution greatly illuminated the events
of 1970 and 1980. History had paid little attention to '
the 1905 Russian Revolution's extension te Persia re-
ferred to carlier, though especially the women's anju-
ment (soviet) was a true historie first, Suddcnl) how.
ever, anather ‘element of that revolution in Persia—
its first constitution—became a focal point for the 1979
Iranian Revelution, But what the Islamic fundamental-
isls meanl by it and whal the voung revolutionarics
related to, were absolute opposites, X

|H .

The Left revolutionaries were studying and trying
to praclice the dialectics of the 190507 Russian Revolu-
tion, Luxemburpg's analysis of the General Strike as
both political and economic and thus bringing on the
revolulion, the call for women's liberation included in
Luxemburg’s manifestoes, and above all, the focus on
the spomtaneity of the masses who were actually more
revolutionary than the leaders. What the study also
showed was the possibility of a revolution bursting out
in a technologically backward country ahead of onn
that was not only technologically advanced, but one
that had o great mass Social Democratic parly.(55)

t3411t must be stated here that Olga Demanski, who has
been our National Organizer since 1963, has cdited
this whule history,

155) Inlerestingly enough, there was alsv a new interost
in and new Lranslations of Luxemburg's wrltings.
We published the first translation cver of her
Theory and Practice by David Wolff,
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IV. 1980: “The Bock” - Rosa Luxemburg, Women's
Likeration, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution
—and Perspectives for the 1980s '

The reazon 1980 was designated “the year of the
bouk™ was nut only as a deadline for its completinn(56),
but because of the neeessity 1o see the three parts of the
book—Rusa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's
Philosophy-both as an enlity that will illuminate the
totality of the crises of teday, and as the whole new
continenl of thought Marx discovered which remains
the ground for perspeetives for the 1980s. :

Thus, whether articulated in the Draft Perspeciives,
“Tomorrow is Now' (571, er in the completed Porspee-
tives, “Tuday and Tomorrow™(58), the peint was to
focus on Carters drive to war, with an everexpanding
militarization and the reestablishment of registration
for the draft of vouth: gver-increasing upemployment
with its unconscionable magnilude in the Black com-
munity, especially mnong the youth: the move against
the ERA; and resurgent racism, All these deepening
crises could hardly be described in less extreme terms
than “Apocalypse Now."

The absolute uvppoesite of thal ietragressionism on
the part of the ruling class was seen in the magnificent
new - strikes—actually occupations of the shipyards anc
coal mines—in Poland, Where a decade back, in 1§70,

the massive strikes of the shipyard workers had written -

a new page of frecdam, the oulright occupations in 1980
throughout Poland raised higher, tolally new demands
fur both free trode unions and a free press.(5%)

In the U.S, too, though there were no such massive
strikes, there were Black uprisings frem Miami to Phila-

t56)The planped contenls of the book include:

Chapter 1—Two Turning Points in Luxemburg's
Life: Before and After the 1805 Revolution
Alterword: Once Again on the Theory of Perma-

: nent Revolution

Chapter 2—The Break with Karl Kautsky, 1910-1811:
From Mass Strike Theory to Crisis over Morocco

Chapter 3—The Interregnum of Luxemburg, and
An Excursus into Marx's New Continent nf
Thought .
Aflerword: Marx's Unknown Ethnoelogical Nete.

books vs. Engels’ Origin of the Family

Chapler 4—Marx's and Luxemburg's ‘Theorles of
Accumulation of Capital '

Chapler 5—War and Revolutions, 1914, 1917, 1919:
Russian, German, World

Chapter €—Attitules o Objectivity — Philosophy,
Spontancity, Organization

Chapter T—Waomen's Liberation: Continulties and
Discontinuities, 19th and 20th Ceatucies, with
Focus on Today

Chapter 8—Philosophy of Hevelution: The Devel-
opment of Marx frum a Critic of Hege! to the
Author of Copital and Theorist of Permanent
Revulution

APPENDIX: First Enghsh translation of Luxem-
burg's speech to the 1807 London RSDRP
Congress

(8110ur Druft Peespectives, since 1975, have been
printed directly in News & Letters. “Tomoerrow is

Now" was published in the June 1980 issue,

delphiz, and undercurrents of revelt throughout the
land. .

Carier’s intense militarization—including toying with
the questivn of “tactical” nuclear weapons which would
make nuclear war “thinkable™(60), and his reinstitution
of draft registralion--has brought about a new anti-war
movement, in which not only is there resistance 1o the
draft, but that resistance is related 1o questions both of
nuclear power snd of imperialism, Thus, the March
1980 N&IL carried a serivs of arlicles from around the
country vn “No Nukes, No Draft, no War." The following
tssue carried as the Lead, “American youth challenge
draft, racism, poverty jobs,” ’

Our Internatjvnalist Marxist-Hlumanist Youlh be-
came inlerested in the revolutionary journalism of Mars,
holding a class around the essay on “Marx's revolutionary
journalism and the Neue Rhelnische Zeitung"{§1) by
Eugene Walker, which he related, in his report to thie
1380 convention, to the new stage we were reaching with

{58)The contents page of the completed Perspectives
for 198081 reads: '

Part One: U.S. Capitalist-Imperialism, at Home and
' Abroad, especially in the Middle East and
Latin America® - !

I Missiles, Missiles, Missiles—Dut What About
Jobs? .
1. 118, Imperialism's Tentacles: From Iran to
South Korea, And from E} Salvader to Irag:
Also Relations with Other Capitalist Im.
perialisms
IIL Religion in General and Jerusalem in Par.
ticular in this State-Caplitalist Age
Part Two: Long March of Revolt, Long March of
" Philosophy: Imperative Need for New Helation.
ship of Practice to Theory : )
1. All Road Lead to Gdansk, Poland, And . ..
The Road to the Black Ghetto, USA
II. Today's Tasks and A Brie!f Glance ut 25
Years of Marxist-Humanism

(58) Urszula Wislanka translated articles from the un.
derground workers' publieation Robetnik (Worker}
and publications -like the satirical “liberated Try-
buna Ludu" and we published thein in a bilinguat
pamphlel, Today's Polish Fight for Freedom in
March. 1880. When the new ovonts empled in
summer the pamphlet was complately sotd oul, and
a new one, with additivnzl muterial, was planned
for publicution at once, See alse our Lead ariicle
in December 1979, “East Europe revolls spread in
wake of Crech trials, Polish mine disasters” by
Kevin A, Barry,

t601 In the June 1977 issue 1 anulyzed President Car.
ter's addeess to NATO us a monstrous arder to
begin “thinking the unthinkuble™: “to create more
precision guided missiles, st no matter whal cost.”
It was with goud reason that we titled aur Draft
Perspectives that year, “Time s Hunning Qut,”

tGh5ee the May 1980 issue,




the decision Lo transform N&L inte a 12.page paper,
He concretized it as follows:

“Just as the draft chavters gave birth to the essay-
iype_articles and ‘From the Archives' as part of our
continning contribution toward working ont Absolute
Idea as Ncw Beginnings, so it ‘must continue to remain
anseparated  from how Absoluie ldea as New Be
ginnings, as a movement from practice from below, is
worked out within the pages of N&L. Here tico seenr
mgly unconnected cowtributions to onr paper — the
Draft Perspectives, on the cone hamd, and ‘Readers’
Views' an the other, show the way in which a new
romprehension of the moevement from practice has been
reachedd in our paper.”

At pur egnvention. our new stage was seen as
meaning even greater intensification of “activity, espe-
cally around Black reality and Black thought. As far
buck as 1844 we had been active in the Black mavement.
“Negro fntellecluals in Dilemma*(62) was a critique of
Gunnar Myrdel's American Dilemma and the dilemma
of the Bluck  intellectuals—W.E.B. DuBois, Ralph
Bunche,” L. D. Reddiek eot. al—who allowed their orig.

inal works to be ben! to Myrdal's bourgeois values. in -
the 19505 we, ai une and same time, related, in Marxism

and Freedom, the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 to the
Black revolution that began with thoe Montgomery Bus
Boycott as signifying the hirth of a new epoch of revoit;
and beeame activists in it,

In 1963 we summarized the whole histary of the
"U.S, as Amurlean Civillzation on Trial, Black Masses as
Vangunrd. And these dialectical analyses of historic
events—nol limited 1o the current situation but siretch-
ing over a century or mure—were never separated {ram
aur agtivitics during the turbulent 1960s with the Froe-
dom Rides, Freedom Schools and long marches,

The 19705 revealed a now aspeet precisely because
the "60s'did aol bring tolal fresdom, It was at that point
that Black reality related itself to Black thought, espe-
vially in Africa and the Wesl Indies. as witness the
pamphlet, Frantz Fanon, Sowelo and American Black
Thought,

Now, In 1980, we sce youth in Miami—-really Jurst
children of 11, 12 and 13—not nnly actively participating
in the uprising there; bul, as Reason, helping the adults
reject the established Blzck leadership, This revolt
against established leadership may not scem to have a
similarity to Lenin's revolt against, and overthrow of,
the established Marxist leadership in World War I
wher it eapitulated to the imperislist wir, bul in lacl
Lhis is what is new abeul wur age—its malurity, its
rejeciion of the old, and attemgt to creale the new,
What we saw in Angola and Mozambitque was that
children just as young were exercising greal influence
on the ecenpying Portuguese soldiers with the lealbels
they guve them framy the Afriean revelutionaries, Indeed,
the newest phenomenan that arsce fron the Partuguese
revolition was that the new revolutionaries did fig
dgainst established parties. be they Communist ur Sacial-
ist, and created a pew calegory—apartidarismo  (non-
partyicnyy
W This critique, written in the midst of WWIH, ws

reprinted in the Feb, 1961 N&L becanse @ new ora

bore oud the validity of the Marxist-Humanist view
of revolutionary Black  masses vs, the “talented

tenth™ wha, in the 1060s, while not capitulating 1o

o Myrdad, were nevertheless nol bithering to haild

en the new grawnd of praclive from below.,

REPRINTED FROM N&L, JAN,-FEB, 1980

*

— - -

Kosa Luxemburg, with Japanese socialist Sen Katayama
and Russian Gearg Plekhanoy at 1904 Amsterdam
Congress of the International, where they demonsirated
international solidarity against the Russo-Japanese war,

Frem a glance back at the whole quarler of a een.
lury, as an entity this time, it is beyond a peradventure
of a doubt thal the movement from praclice was,
indeed, itself a form of theory, To see that, all one
heeds to do is watch how Marx's Humanism fared in the
following hands:

When the Christian Humanists at the end of Warld
War [l rediscovered Marx's Humanist cssays, it was
Jwith the wim of bringing the masscs in ravolt back into
fhe Church by showing them that membership in the -
Communist Parly was not true tn Marxism, When the
Existentialists claimed that they were the Humanists,
Sartre felt compelled to embellish his favorable niention
of Marx's Humanism with: {1 is. once again, Marx's
point of view in 1844, thal is,” until the unfortunate
meeling with Engels.” (It has long been a mark of our
state-vapilalisi age that intelleclusls are more adept at

" rewriling history than al writing it.)

Conirast what happened when Marx's Humanism
was brought onto the historic stage by an actual mass
movemsnt—whether under the slogan “Bread and Free.
dom" o> “Marxism with a Human Face™ It became
at one .and the same time an actual revolution against
Contmunist totalitavianism and a totally new vision of
what a new. classless soclely really is.

For that matter, what ooy 25 year history hus shown
from the stapt—that s, fram the break with Johnson—
is that il state capitalist theory dees nt extend itsell
1o Marxist-Humanist philosophy, it the theoretlcians
have disclosed only whal they are against without re.
vealing what they are for, there is nnwhere Lo go but
inle the mire of tailending new state powers, Nowherp
is this shown better thas by Julinsun‘s tailending of
Castro, Nkrumah, plus “the bewildering profundities
ol Man." (6

(63)"The Gathering Forees™ by CLR, James, a previe
ously unpublished 167 document, was printed hy
Radical America (Dee, 12, 1071,
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That battle of ideas(fid) runs like a red thread
throvghout the histery of Marxist-Humanism in the
United States. Whether we 1ake the Two Worlds column
of March 1860, “Automation and the Dialectic, a Critical
Review of C, P. Snow's The Two Cultures and the Sci-
entific Hevolution,” or the first Weckly Political Letter,
April 22, 1961, “Preliminary Statement of the Crisis
over Cuba™ (Bay of Pigs): whether we consider the
July 1975 article. ~Iastant Marxism and the Black
Intellectual™ on Amiri Baraka, Owusu Sadavki and
dohn Ofiver Xillens, o we lake "A Stecond Look at
Aderno and Kosik snd the Movement from Practice”
iMatch 1978 whether we take the analysis of U Nu and
Ben Gurien's retrest in the Weekly Palitica! Letier of
Nuv, 13, 1961, “lsrael, Burma, Quier Mongolia and the
Cold War” or Leopold Senphor's “African Socialism™
(May 19603 ai no time did we analyze world events
witheu!, 2t the sane tine, relating them o the stage
of cognition, .

On the other hand—whether ! oeriticized Sartre's
The Words in “Remembranes of Things Past in the
Fulure Tense” (published in the Activist, Spring 1965,
nr returned to Fidel Casiro, both in “The Cuban Revo
lution: Toe - Year After’ (Dec. 1960} and the 1978
Political-Phifusophic  Letter, “The Unfinished Latin
American Revolulinns”—the point was to relate critieism

. to aetual zetion, both the aclion thal arose from below
and the action in which we participated That is why,
whether we dealt “with today’s Wamen's Liberation
Lhearists (June 19761, or discussed “Lukacs' Philosophic
Dimension” ¢Feb, and March 1973), the reason for
the battle of Idens was, al all times 10 trace the move-
ments in theory as we followed the movement from
practice which was itself o form of theory,

As the Natiunal Organizer expressed it in her report
tu the 1880 Conventivn on “What is Theory and its
Rekation o Archives”!

“Thenry is vot just o generalizatior of what workers
are doing. Xt is the practice of diglectical phitusophy.
Thitl is why the pamphlets we produced il throngh
the exciting 19605 can be seen os an exlension of
Marxism and Freedom, written by actuat purticipants
in the freedem struggles, who were olso purticipants i
the battle fur the minds of hwmanity."(65)

And in the report of the- National Co-Organizer,
Michael Connoily, "Our Work with the Forces of Revo.
{ution: Natiunai and International,” he was at all times
siressing development, whether he was reporling on
lncal, national or inlernational activities, Thus:

“Throughout the year. onur activity in the Black-

dimenusion moved from [Jighting ‘poverty conscription’
to support for Haitiar refugees, and from comuunity
organizing in Flint, te breaking into such publications
us the Journal of Negro Mistory amd the Ribliographic
Guide to Black Studies.”

It was no aecident that the first part of the bauk

t64iln 1078 a guide to- 40 Twe Worlds columns from
the 166805 and 19705 was issued under the title,
“Critical-Essays of Raya Dunayevskaya in the Battle
of Ideas™., The entire cullection of Twe Worlds
eolumns constitutes a separate Vo! X1 in the WS
Archives eollection, See nlso the Weekly Political
Letlers (Vel. Vil

(85)8ce alse her essuy on “Women's Liberation ip
senrch of a Whweory: the summary of 2 decade,” in
the June 1980 issue,

W be published, back in 1979, was not Chapler 1, but,
“Relutionship of philosophy and revolution to Woman's
Liberativn: Murx's and Engels” Studies Contrasted.”
We began with the Ethnological Notebouks of Marx be-
cuuse they demunstrably disclosed that, far from Engels
und Marx heing “ane,” there was a sharp difference
between them, by no means Hmited to the fact that
Marx was a genius and Engels a falented collaborator,
The contrast that we can now make belween what the
swealled “Woman Question™ was in Luxemburg's day
and what the new Women's Liberation movement has
brought 1o i, amd do this within the context of Marx's
philosophy of revolution, will show both the depth and
the urgency of the uprooting needed to clear the road
o i new saciety,

it is this overriding question—ihe facl that it is
only now, 100 years after the last writings of Marx,
that we ean {irst grapple with the tolality of the writ-
ings of the feunder of 4 new continent of thought —
which presents a new challenge to the whole Marxist
movement to face nol only the relationship of philns.
ophy and revidwlion, et of the philesophy of reve.
tulion

The mamentous world historic events of the 1970°s
extending intu 1880, are sure o reach a revolulionary
climex this decade. in our age, when all the forces
have come together—rank.and-lile labor, Black dimen-
siun, youth, Wemnen's Liberation—and have dons so no
matler what the celor of the specific minority is, in all
fands from Africa to Latin Amerlea, from Asia to
Europe, East and West,'tu the United States, Lhe truby
global and actual confrontation of the crises is the
absolute negativity transforming reality.

When I told the Hegel Society of America in 1874
that the “Absolute Idez as New Beginning can become
a new ‘subjectivity” for realizing Hegel's principle that
‘the transeendence of the oppositiun between Notion
and Reality, and that unity which is truth, rest upon
this subjectivity aloie,” 1 added: “This Is not exactly a
summons to the barricades, but Hegel is asking us (o
have our vars as well as our eategories so attuned to
the. ‘Spirit’s wrgency' that we rise to the-challenge of
working out. through ‘patience, seriousness, suffering
and labor of the negative' a totally new relationshin of
philosophy to the aetuality’ and action as befits *a birth-

time of history.'-This is whal makes Hegel a con-

temporary,”

The critical question for today's “birth-ime of his.
tory™ is this: If there is o movement from practice
that s itsedf a form of (heary, and if there is 2 move
ment. from theory that s itself n form of philosaphy,
it s necessary, rigorously and comprehensively (0 wiy
out the single dinlectic that emerges from zetualily os
well as from thought,

There is n dislectic of thought—Iram consctousness
and self.consclousness, through culture, to philusophy,
There is a dislectic of history—from primitive eom-
munism, through slavery and serfdem, as well as capi-
talism’s “free wage labor” to telal freedeom, As Marx
pul in in Vol 1T of Capital: “Human power {s 3ls own
end.” There is a dinleclic of liberation—from class
strugdle, through Spirit in Self-Estrangement. to a tetal
upronting through seclial revelution, to telally new hu
man relabions, o new classless society,

Raya Dunayevskaya
Sept, 5, 1980
Detrolt, Mich,
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