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" TOMORROW IS NOW:

U.S. IMPERIALISM IN THE IRANIAN DESERT,

ANU

AT HOME, IN DEEP RECESSION AND RESURGENT RACISH

In this spacial iaue wo are publishing our Droft Perspactives Thesls, pert of our propemstion for the saticral Canvanbion
of News wnd Latters Committess aver Loabor Dey wathind. We ure mahing you to jein in the discurrion af thess Parspec-
tivas with ws. Wa have done this evary yesr sinca 1975, brasking mew greund for the Momist mavemant ez we work o
cvercema the barriern batwaea “insids” end “outside”, wackers end intellectunls, thaory end practica, phitessphy and ravoluiion.

1980, though only six months old, has shown
itself to be so perilous, fantastic, as well os contra-
dictory, that it's very neorly impossible to see
ahead without speoking in such extremist terms
os Apocalypse Mow, and Tomorrow is Now, Al-
ready the U.S. is in deep recession, and when it
comes to the Blacks, nothing short of a dapression
will describe their situation, Stili, the Carter Ad-
ministration continues to act as if the Black Re-
volt, which Burst open in Miami—where an all-
white jury ccquitted the four racist, murderous
cops who beat o Black man to deoth for suppased-
ly disobaying the speed laws—is unrelatad to this
depression, this unemployment, this Americon rac-
ism which elevated police brutality to Naotional
Guard staturs, putting the Black community to
the torch. Furthermore, the “Midwest’s’” offinity
to the South wos glaring with the attempted as-
sassination of Vernon Jorden, head of the Urban
League, in Indiono. We can be sure of a long hot
summer,

The endless number oflt‘rdgic fiascos of this

_ Administration "keeps bringing us to the brink.
Carter's specific brinkmanship in the lronion des-
ert, which could.have brought on nothing short
of Warld War 11l was hardly occidental. This was
so, not becousa of the revelations of its long-term'
" planning in the "'rescue mission” for the hostages,
but becouse of what wasn’t revealed, that no one
can ge it alone, not aver when a “born-again
Christian” heods a nucleor Titan like U5 im-
perialism! Neither the prior sudden declaration
thof Russia’s invasion of Afgharistan aimed. at
_the “U.S.’s nationa! defense line'’ for which U.5,
youth must be ready to lay down their lives, nor
the desire-for maintaining his power in the White
House, can possibly- excuse the thoroughly irre-
sponsible U.S. imperial adventure in the sand.
Under those circumstances it is "lucky” that the
supreme commander himself aborted the mission.
{The Political-Philosophic Letter of April 29, 1980,
“The Carter/Brzezinski-Ordered Imperialist In-
trusion into lron—and What About Khomeini/
Bani-Sadr's ‘Holy War’ Against the Left?”, is to
be included as part of this thesis; excerpts were
published in Nowz & Letters, June, 1980),

Just os Carter had deluded himself with his
anolysis that Russia’s invasion of Afghaniston
would induce Khomeini to tronsfer the title of “the
Great Sotan” from himself to Brezhnev, so his
ignorance of what Europe is plus his distorted
remembronce of what U.S. power in Europe wes
in World War Il, convinced him of Kissinger's
ond Brzezinski's idea—in this there Is no ditfer-
ence between the two war hawks, West Europe,
however, hurried to teach Carter a lesson as to
whose interasts are only “regional”, and whose
global, The speed with which the Allles backed
off from identification with Carter, either on the
issue of the American hostages, or Cartor's in-
trusion into lran, must have finolly forced Carter
to sae that U.S. imperialism is o great deal more
isclated than his personal, perannial, self-willed
isclation each week at Carnp David. For what the
latest turn of events has proven is that the one
who does live again is De Gaulle. -

De Gaulle's concept of Europe “from the At-
lantic to the Urals,” (moking sure to oxclude

Britain as not really port,of Europe, and the USS, .. ..

as its "“daughter’’ being o provincial young lody
who doesn't know the scare), carried cut Giscard
d’Estaing-style, in its turn, tops Carter in delu-
sions, From his intervention in Zaire to participa- .
tion in the Moscow Summer Olympics, Giscard
d’Estaing has shown how he hopes to emulcte
De Gaulle with the Greot lllusion that it is France,
despite its anemic econcmy, that is the superior
to the economic giant, West Germany, in o new
Franco-Germon axis. In trying to go agoirst Gar-
many as well as ogaoinst the U.S., Giscard is in-
deed rushing in where angels fear to treod, since -
this would invite nothing short of-a global shifting
of power away from the US. Giscard may have
gotten such illusions from Brezhnev, and then
again he might not. After oll, Brezhnev has plenty
of troubles of his own In East Europe, which has
been in revolt for nearly as fong as  thrée decades
ord, in Poland, it has even got o mass proletarion
base and hos b2en involved in large stiikes, Why
‘dissipate France’s Great illusions that could aid
Russio’s global oims? s
Ever since the Hitler-Stolin Pact,”. we are car-
tainly ewaie of shocking reversols of intersational
policy on the part of the Big Powars that become

R '

Black marched on the Deds County Justica Bulld-
ing in Mlaml, on Juns 14, cerrying sigma tuch o “Rochm
begsts revolutien®, .

« matter of life and death for millians. But no
matter how mony “scenarios”’ we projoct.in prace
time, we cun be absolutly sure that whews the
Big Power Gamas end and the nuclear button Is
pushed, we will not only have to face o saversal
wa hadn’t countad on, but the holocaust izelf,

Take a ook at Ching, now that it, too, has
successfully tested an ICBM that can reach both
Russia and the U.S. Ever since the mid-1960s, it
has held Russia to be “Enemy No, 1.” This did
net thange with Moo's d2ath and the ouster of
the “Gang of Four.” Quite the contrary. Not only
was the KRed Corpet that Moo had rolled out for
Nixon when he wos in_power repsated by Deng
even ofter Niiton wos out of power, but it wes fol-
lowed by an invitotion, first to Schlesinger, who
was then Secretary of Defense. The most recent
embroce of U.S. imperialism was the agresment
with the Secretary of Deferise, Harold Brown, who
promlised tham everything.

*1939, the yeor of the HitlerStatin Poch wihith
light to World War 1], was also ¢ that
© mutigie aaintening ot “Trovokatin whaes Tty
The O} Viate-cooltallum was bam Born
a_poaltion and for re-gsinbli
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Nevertheless, out of a clear blue sky, there
suddenly appeared an article in the Chinese press
which said that it was wrong to consider that Rus-
sia will forever be “revisionist", implying thet it
could ogain become "'socialist.” Andre ontaine,
in La Monds (in The Manchester Guardian, Moy
4, 1980), claimed that the Soviet ambassador to
Paris, Stephan Chervonenko, had said thot Pres-
ident Carter "would have some jolly firework dis-
piays on his horizon over the next few months,
particularly in the Middle East, but suggested
thot o thaw in Sino-Soviet relations. was in the
cards.” :

It is true thot immediately thereafter an "of-
ficial” press release wos put out restotin? the
“principle” thot Russia is “Enemy No. 1, and
hitting out against the “fantastic error”’ mads by
o subordinate, No doubt that is the prevalent
“principle.” However, what is the grecter truth
is the duality—China telling the U S, thot if they
don't occept the Chinese interpretation of how to
fight Russia in Afghonistan, then it's not exclud-
ed that Ching will not forever continue to be the
U.S.%s “China card.”

On the other hand, what makes the Iranion
revolution, despite all contradictions, still o de-
terminant is that it has brought an entirely new
dimension Into the Middle East. No longer is the
Middle Eost equivalent ta oil only, and no longer
* does the Middle East stop ot Arab-israeli conflict.
Indeed, what has shoken up the ofl kingdoms and
made them even more distrustful of U.S. imperi-
alism than its fatharing the Egypt-lsraeli Treaty,
is that it couldn't “protect” that. Shoh of Iran.
Once an actual revolution upsurged and rid Iran
of the Shoh, it undermined the U.S. empire in the

Middle East and lighted the way for dissidents '

within their own empires, os witness the occupa-
tion of Mecca in Saudi Arabia, . :

. To this day, we do not know who inspired the
Nov, 20, 1979 occupation of Mecca, The fuct
that Saudi Arabia_ still har its throne cunnet hide
its fragility, much lesy get to the root of the occu-
pation other then threwing sand in one’s eyes
about the “religious fanatic who thought himself
the Imam.” “The religious fanatic who thought
himself the Imam’ .was not alone; his followers
were not afl his kind; he was not unarmed; ha was
not out of communicotion with his adherents; in
a word, the attack wos masterfully planned, hod
a variety of tendencies within it, ornd mort surely
wos not limited to Saudi Arabla, Though' Saudi
Arabis wos claiming them all to be indigenous,
on insignificont fanatical’ minority, the truth is
that oll regions were shokan up, including North
ond South- Yemen, lraq, Syris, Kuwait ond Boh-
rain. Even Oman, whoss rulsr had allowed his

territory ta be used by the U3, for refueling, hos

abrogated that agreament. _

The point is thot so affected is the Middle
East on the one hand, by the U.S.-failed intrusion
inio the lranion desert, and on the other hand, so
influenced by the undercurrent of dissatisfaction
in their own lands, especially the takeover of Mac-
ca, that it is impossible fo.sweep eithar historic

event under the carpet, Whether the Islomic world, )

os Khomeini envisions it, or the pseudo-lslomic-
Russion-influenced, os South Yeman sees it; whe-
ther Iraq;, which certainly itself hungers to bacome
“the leader of the Arab world,” was in any way
involved in the Mecca occupation, or whether
there is an actual youth movement that people
thought about as for back as 1975 when the
nephew murdered the King, none believed Soudi
Arabia’s expianation that it wos only an isolated

religious fanatic who did it. In many  respecis,
short of the lranion revolution itself, the Mecca
occupation is the most significant phenomencn,
both refigious ond social, that has occurred in the
Middle East and relates to global problems. The
very fact that Khomeini, too, knows how to use
the deep Block revolt in the U.S. for his purposes,
shows that it is impossible to separote tha relig-
ious from the power politics, os withess the mass
damenstration in fran “in support of the oppressed
Blacks in tha U.S."”* :

1. Uniquencss, Peculiarities, and
Grave Contradictions in the

leanian R‘""n’f’ﬂ? it the |

Everything in the world chaonged wit ron-
ion ,me;g It wasn’t [imited to the Shah's ig-
nominious downfall, and U.S. imperialism's de- .
cline. No, What was involved was that iron was
a genuine social revolution and thersfers Saudi
Arabla was a great deal more disturbed by it than
by Kissinger's 1974 sabre-rattling. .

The reality is that no matter how contradic-

- tory, no matter how unfinished, no matter how

even countér-revoiutionary eloments are within
the Iranien revolution, it is ot upheoval which
is, et ons and the some tims, the greatest event
not just of the year but the decode, for cutdis-
toncing in its implications the cthar Middle East-
emn ,_including the Argb-israeli wars of
19467 and 1973, shifting the locale of thz possibly
superpower confrontation, What s genuinely new

. is that this possible pivot of superpowar confron-

tation is, as wei heveIpointed out, by no meauns
onty regard oil, ‘
mHer?rof?r:, 129, ever since the 1973 war and -
the 1974 quadrupling of oil prices, oil seemed to
be the focal point for Western imperialist politics.
Furthermore, it reveoéed deep divisions w:db!jl “the
Woest,"” between the European powers o opcKY, .
on the one hond, and the U.S. on the cther. Qil
was considered the, “ultimate” divide, and nonw
of the Big Powers expected frém lran that it wes |

more than oil,’ ‘

' uropean powers moy have been more
sophisticated than Kissinger’s imperial arrogonce:
of deluding himself that he can reverse all that
by schre-ratiling. But it was sill just erdinary
intra-imoerigiist, intra-capitalist jockeying ' be-
tween “the West'” and the oll kingdorrs them-

- selves, Soudi. Arabio, first oand foremaost, wasn't

scared out of its wits. {t knew it had the com-
modity everybody wanted. Different natienol in-
terests, in vying for that commoditv, gave the
-Middle Emtlemﬁ-.t:ngdm' iod‘ plenty of.mm n::;r
maneuvers. In period, rone was 'm -
tive and megalomaniocal obout it than the Shoh
of Iran, Nona gave him more reason to be sa and
more sophisticated weaponry to feel himielf the
holder of tha key o “stability for the Wast” than

the US - :

Up to 1978, the Shoh even flirted with the
idea of maving into Afghaniston when it had its
revalution. ‘At that time, the West, inzluding fhe
U.S., held him back. The reason for U.S. coution
was not.any concern for Afghonistan’s Independ-
erce; Quite the contrary. -1t-was total belief in
Iron's might as “‘protector’-of the Gulf oil region,
Once the Shoh wos no fonger in power l'r,l;lnm;
once there was no Shah holding the kev to “stobil-
ity in the Middie East;. once o revolution ugainst
the Shah had , everything was changed,
‘including how the April, 1978 uprising-in Afghan-
istan was viewad, R T T

it Is truo that some Hlusiens remaln becsuse
the Imam and’ the mulleks. wera “enti-athalstic
Communfam.” It may even Do’ trua thet thev re-
mambered the deelitm of the rols thet the mullnhs
plaved in the 1996-09 revolution whew, ot ona
and the same' Hime, it wes counter-ravelutionary,
*The Trohkylsts hov

%fg% . mnlut!’- Y
It eontinues tha t Saton—the A

i b 3 own Counlry,- o " ond Dlocks

oreat. Khomeinl . . . our Imom . ... But the

unculhi demand ol ;u‘r‘l' E;'"e?.'o:“'rr-q"gn“"vrﬁu Ly ;‘i ”ﬂ‘::

B e Tty Gblocks” Gur KOUNIY 3 Scountry which”

hot clready given 1o many matyn,” ) .
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as well os revelutionary, so that its “anti-imperial-
ism" was not elways just entl-Wast, Tts 1¢05-09
role was anti-Russin and antl-Britaln, but mcinly
anti.Russio. Whila they ware instrumentol in
throwing out the Shoh, and alaboruting the Con-
stitution, once the revolutian galned o momentum
of its own—which includad the revolutionary rale
of women—the mullahs had turned cround and
10 “"modified” the Constitetisn thot the Shah, in
returning then, very naarly ragoined all powers he
had befors ths ouster.

With the mass movement, however, when o
totally new revolutionary movement agoinst the
reigning Shoh develaped which gave force also to
the isclated guerrilla groups, both Mujahedeen
and Fedayeen, which hod been functioning for
neorly ¢ dacade, the greatest port of oll was the
spontoneity ond the proletarion nature of the
octual mass movement that carried on an crgan-
ized rasistance for a whoie year before the imam
arose to usurp it. We don't know the relationship
ideologically and numerically of the trade unions
anr the ganuine Left to the actua! membership in
the mosques ond what become the Islamic Repub-

lican Pcr;z‘. .

And while we do not know the exact relation-
ship within the Left between the various nation-
alities, the Kurds have the Jongest fighting rec-
ord. Thay have always been revolutionary notion-
alists, whether they were part of Russio, part of
lraq, part of Iran, part of Turkey, or part of any-
where else. And the Arab revolutionaries who rose
to the front during this revolution were desply
rooted in the-trode unfons ond rose to Teadership
of the oil sirikes. While none had the organiza-
tionel advantoge of the mesque as both haven,
sacrosanct pluces, and ideological discipline, with
the ge;pbasis’ on dinsfj!p!ine,' e':!'el mw:eu}ent
emarged, developed o persist ong ore
Khamaini rose to be in sole command. ’

‘Whatever the Grand 1lfusion of Khomeini, thet
his Shi'ite "primitiveness”’ can inspire a total re-
turn of the Arab world to Shi'ism, nct to mention

tha Grend llfusion of a rearganization of the rast

of the workd, that isn't what throws fear into the
reactionary monarchies such as Saudi Arabie—
and the so-called moderates of the madern stripe
like Bani-Sadr—to follow. him. YWhat throws fear
is Shi'ite activism in their cwn country, that is al!
the more intensified as they see that Khomeini
has demonstrated thot he knew not only how 1o
copture the mass movement in Iron, but to in-
fluance much of the Arob world. o,
fhmg\{;o'fa:- ?:sus China is conce niwd, ssvo'ovcher, al-

t is y trying to convines West Europe
that the key te the world situation presently iles
there and' not in the Middle East, it, too, is over-
whalimed by the *“Will” of Khomaeini. Nevertheless,
China keeps claiming that Russia’s corcentration
on the Middle East is a “diversionary™ tactic, that
Russia’s glcbol aim is the entity of West Europe.
But is Wes? Europe an entity? -

. HL, ¥s 'West Europe a Single,
Thl.elniﬁcd Entity? -

uxpression, “we**, tha. Euro-

sudden
peans,” as if Europe really wos an entity, unified

as one, is not to be just because one
couki prove the divisions within Europe ond the
differencos as well as likenesses) between sech
country and the LL.S. While there is no point to
having the illusions that having a “European
Parliomant’’ mches it on entidy, thers I3 alsc nc
reason to bypass either the fact that America is
not a whole continent, much less a world unto
“itself; thot its strength has eroded even if it-is
still the biggest single nuclearlv-armed Titan. Tha
truth is that if there was no U.5.-Russio conflict,
Europe could stand on its feet, and in fact, it
; olready does insofar os monetary (rate of ex-
change) matters are concemned. The combination
of Germany and France is o power that all the
rest of the Europeans certainly pays attention
to an the stronghold no one betier minimize, |
It's sasy enough to point to the vulnarability

of Europe were Russia to threaten nuclear wor-

odded, not becoust we think thot Watern

is ‘0 [ohe, but betouse Western Europy i

i dutl'\'.ulm |I1!n it could become an .nrlh;‘ totally
ndepsndent of the U.S,

fare, ond to point to the foct thot Europe is very
well aware of it, since they not only accept it, but
actually urged that U.S, nuclear power {TNF—
NATGO's theater nuclear forces) be stationed in
Europe. "NATQ’s decision last December to siart
producing . . , and deploying 108 Pershing il ond
443 cruise missiles on the European continent
was a triumph of ollionce diplomacy,” as Theo
Somimer puts It In his orticle, “"Europe and the
American Connection.”***

For from any “allionce triumph® signifying
credibility in U.S, leodership, the truth is thot
no one s mow laughing as they did when De
Gaulle announced back in the late 19505 thot
unless the U.S. was directly threatened, it would
not defend Europe. Now nearly all of West Europe
acts as if that were, indeed, a proven foct. Thus,
Sommer quotes Kissinger's 1976 speech at Brus-
sels, that “the introduction of new nuclear weap-
onry pradestines five Europeon countries to be-
come special objects of Soviet blockmail . . .
After which he adds, “Western Europe cught to
start thinking chout the organization of o truly
European deterrent with for more determination
andd real .,

Tha decisive point is that Western Europa
definitely does mot wish aay return to the Cald
War. Whether it does or does not think nuclecr
kolocaust “‘unthinkeble,” it has so little foitly in
the U.5, that it will not leava such “timing” in the
hards of a U.S. President who hos lost all cred-
ibility, peinting to the remark that Carter mads,
that it was Russia’s invasion of Afghanistan which
first revealed to' him the “true nature of the
Soviet nation.” Though no one wanate to balieve
such naivete on the part of the President, they
also want to make sure that thelr connectien to
Russia does not get disconnected by the US.

And, indecd, w= need to say that if Carter
was really so naive, that is to say, ignorant, of
Russia’s global aims, that it took Russia’s invo-
sien of Afghanistan to wake him up to the threct
“to the peace of the world,” i.e. to something so
crucial that he had to declare it to be the most.
critical moment since World War 1, why was he
so totally silent the previous year when the Daud
regimie had been overthrown, and the new regime
that came to power openly declored itself close
to Russic? indeed, so eager was the US. nat to
intervene in anv woy, that thay even played down'
the murder of U.5. Ambassador Dubs. What. then,
changed between 1978 ond 1979, when Russin
invaded the faction-ridden regime that was Jefi-
nitely “within its sphere”? A deeoer look ot the
differance between 1978 and 1979 is necded,

The real difference is that when the Afghan

‘revolt first occurred, the Shah was still in power

ond Carter was quite confident that, as he kept
assuring us, fran was “tha island of stabifity” in
the Middie East. The only one that was worriad

- by the situation in Afghanistan, and wished to

intervene, ‘was the megalomanioc Shah. The
whole West-—and not just West Europe but the
U.5.—put a stop to this meaalomania of the Shah
before it could expreass itself militarily, In ¢ word,
it was aot Russle’s invasion of Afghenisian, but
the revolution in Iran, which changed evanthing.
.. This revolution wos nathing os “simple” as
the quadrupling of ol prices that followed the
Arab-Israeli war of 1973, nor, in the cyes of Cer-
ter, Sadat and Begin, was it as grondicsa os the
Egypt-Isroeli Camp Dovid agreement, At that -
ment; insteed of baing concemcd with what Rus-
sia had alwoys considered “its sphera of irfu-
ence’’ —- Afghanistan — they were pesltive -4,
with Sadat and Begip, they were holoing” the
turnkey to Western dominance in the .Middis
Eost, where all suprosedly undorstood that Russia
was Enemy No. 1 in ths Middle East ard & revo-
lutionary lran was nowhere on-the horlzon, -
;:t\;‘ter th? Irqergafn rav&!utm,-r;nw;avqr, when
evarything planned from the height of suparpow-
erdom had follen to pleces and only after the new
Iran was not just oll but ¢ pessible new sacial or-
der, it waos only then that Corter’s proposal thot
American youth be registered for war was mest.

“otSee F AHwin' tal | "
Toronvan fytein’ wpecel e on “Amerlca ond the World




ing resistance; was only then that the word Af-
ghaniston, suddenly was said to be a thrust ot
the “national defense ling”’; and it wos only then
that Carter goined his greatest illusion~—that he
could convince Khomeini to accept Brezhnev in-
stead of Corter as *'the Great Satan.”

And, having learned nothing at all from all
his failures, our born-agein Christion President is
busy grooming onother Shah-like militory outo-
crat, South Korea's General Chon,

IV. A New Type of Shah, Fully
Militarized, This Time In

South Korea »

To be fully militarized this time we mean tha
Generg! Chen Too Hwan isn't giving up any of
his absolutist power, not even ta a genearal staff
thot follows his orders. He alone heads the tota!
counter-revolution, ard by total we maon not only
‘the declaration of full martial law in South Koree,
but getting the U.S. Ambossador to cpprove the
General’s declaration of martiol low, and by get-
ting the U.S.-oreg Joint Command to opprove
his withdrawal of Korean troops from the Joint
Command to put down the Kwongju revolt. At
the sama time, the U.S. kept its 39,000 troops on
full alert,

Though the tyrannical General Chon has slon-
dered the genuine social revolution in his country
ogainst himself as if it were North Koreon in-
spired, and though Carter knows thot to be « lie,
he nevertheless hurries to issue a waming to
North Korea, Out of all the lies, slanders, hypo-
crisies on the part of both South Korea and the
U.S., let us view what has been really happening
in the revolt in South Korea. ‘

. On April 30, the Japon Emergency Christion
Conference on Korean Problems issued o Korea
communiaue in which it detailed no less than .10
menths of political ferment which began with o
peacefui meefing of 800 people in o church on
Aug, 6, 1979 to protest the illegal detention of

g member of the Catholic Farmers Assoclation,
It was followed on Aug. 11 by o peaceful sit-in of

250 unarmed women protesting. the loss of their,

jobs,” whereunon the Korean rulers sent in no
less than 1,000 riot police who so brutally dragged
them out of the offices, that one womon was
killed. It was this police brutality which trans-

formed the protest into mass demonstratinng in-

cluding by then both students and workers. How
very popular the ravolt was on the part of both
workers and students and ordinary citizens can

be seen by the fact that it touched even the upper:

reaches of the military with President Park's as-
sassingtion on Oct, 26, : .
} While in November there was supposed to
have besn some chonge in Hie military martial
low thot exizied with the announcement that the
univarsities would be allowed to recpen, the po-
lice raids under the new military regime contin-
ued so brutally this vear that the so-coiled par-
lioment walked out, the workers in both steel and
other industriss wont out on tirike, end again the
police put tham down brutelly. By the middle of
May the regime extendod mortial law threughout

the land, and it wai only then thot the students -

in Kwangju decided ta so massively resist as to In-
spire the vhole population. On May 21, no les
than 200,000 Kwargju residents surged through

the shreets, seized arms and drava out the police -

and the army and formed citizens committeos to
toke aver.control of the city, It wos of this point
that the U.5. military in this country had the gall

to say that the mertiol low. was just temporary,

that “"damecracy” (sic!) was sure to be rastorad,
but “first, law end erder must be restored.”’

The “law and order" is the counter-ravolution

of the General who is belng propped up by the
U.5. In the exact mannier in which the U.S, propped
up the Shah, There not only iIs no democrozy—
whenever has there bean democracy aver since
the U.S. put in the first tyront, Syngman Rhee?!
—there isn't evan o pretext now to any aspect of
-any civillan life with im Dae Jung—-who is the
presidential candidate who got the mojority of
votes In 1971-—in jail, ond the most ghastly type
of putting down the insurrection in Kwangju char-

acleristic of the contral in the entire country, The
Christian 3cience Monitor reports no less than
1,740 detained after the revolt was put down.

- - ®

There is no ploce on the globe where U.S, im-
perialism’s tentacies d.n't penetrate, whether that
is indirectly as with massive investments in South
Africo, whose rulers are busy now putting down
the most massive Black revolt since Soweto in
1976, or directly as in the Maldive Islands. This
time In South Africa the revolt is not only by stu-
dents and by workers, and not only not just in
one center, but in Cape Town, in Durban, in Jo-
honnesburg, in Pretoria, but this time—ond this
is the very first time when thot apartheid regime
had to foce a totally new phenomenon —it in-
cludes the blowing up of an il installation, which
had been inspired, said

South Koreuns commmendoreod wilitery equipctont o4 headreds
of thowsends of sasidnty ook vy Kwengis in sppasitisn
te the povemuient’s manive baproitien of mistial faw,

bers of SASC, by Mugabe’s victory in Zimbabwe
ofter a decade of guerrilla fighting. :
U.S. Blacks, of course, need not go to Sou
Africa to experience racism, What was especially
galling to them this time in Miomi, hesides their
own subjection, was to look at the way the Ad-
ministration acted toword the Cubaon refugees and
the disdain and non-action towards the refugees
from Haiti, Carter’s token gesture to the Haitians
—after the Miomi explosion—did not fool Black
America. ' o
Let us look at one more trouble spot. It is the .
Maldive Islands in the Indion Ocean, only 450
miles north of Diege Garcio, presently the sole
U.S, bose in the Indian Ocean, (Businers Weesk,
May. 19, 1980 has o map.) It turns ou! that in-

.April the Russions and the Moslem nation of the

Maldives signed g cultural agreement appearing
innocent enough. What worries the (1.5, is that the
Russions® real objective is' the abandoned British
alr stgtion on the Island of Gan, at the southern-
most tip of the 1,192-islond Maldive archipelano.
U.S5. imperialism remembers that in October 1977,
just before the Somolis broke with the Russions,
the Russiaons offered to lease Gan for $1 miltion
a year. But ot thot time the Maldivian govern-
ment did not wish to get involved with either
supernower, :

Now just as the Russions lost the port of
Barbera, the U.S. finds that the Sultanate of
Omaon is so mad that its territory was used to
stage the U5, failed attempt at Iran, that it has
reneged on its offer of bases to Woshington, Since
Gan would offer the Russians a vary good listen-
ing post now that the US, internds to maintain o
permanent oresence in the Indion Ocean—all the
socalled Allies from World War  having left
the area (including Britain, who evacuated Gon I
1976 as part of their “retreat from East of the
Suez')-—50 now the U.S. sees Mozcow's projected
use of Gan os drawing-o ret around the Indian
Ccean. Its imogiination runs wild becausa Russio
also hos bases In the Horn of Africa, Aden ard
Afghanistan. T

V. Back To The U.S.: Once Again,

Tomorrow Is Now

Thera Is ho way tc measurs the myriad crites
when one knows that not only will other crises
emerge that one did not expect, and rot only
will this election year incraose tha idiotic ex-

624%




pressions of the two power-hungry copitalistic
parties vying for the White House, but more cru-
cial is that it's net o quantitative matter at all
but a clam relationship, That, not the idiocies.
will be sure to burst open. The deep undercurrent
of revolt in labor; the open revolt of Black Amer-
ica; the possion of the Women's Liberation Move-
ment for a great deal more than the stailed ERA
os they not only “Reclaim the Night' end demond
equal woages for the working day, but display a
passion for philosophy matching that of the Youth
resisting draft registration—none of these forces
will stand still throughout this Administration-in-
duced deep recession supposed to “cure” infla-
tion. When, on top of this, we have to confront
the endless, irresponsible militarization—not to
mention the holozaust thot would have descended
on humanity hod the elleged “computer errors”
in the "nucfear shield” not been reversed-—we
can sez how, in returning to home ground, the
totafity of the crisis very nearly spells out Apoce-
Iypse BNow,

With the latest figures showing that 10 of the
12 economic indicators experienced the greatest
decline in 32 years, even Business Waek of June
16, 1980 says the economy is in o “free-fall . . .
Since February, it has been failing at a foster rate
than that of the worst months of the stesp 1974-
75 recession.”” Just as it was cleor from that deep
recession that no new boom would come, and just
os it -is clear that there Lave been the greatest
structiral chapges with this stagflation—thaot is
to say, where even an economy that is stagnant
gives vent to the highest inflation—so it is ob-
vious that statecopitalism’ as a world phenam-
enon hos reached a stage, as seen in Japan, where
robots are the talk of the industry, and multina-
. tionals are the supposedly quiet form of this twre
of imperialism, ’ !

As we expressed it when we summed up the

1974-75 recession, it wosn’t only the quadrupling

of oif prices that led to the crisis and the decline
in the rate of profit.* Rother, our statement that
there would be no next boom meont, that, for
from being a cyclical downturn, this deep eco-
‘nomic recession was internal, deeply decadent,
and -that the foundation for it wos laid with the
Vietnom War and the continuing, endless, mili-
tarization, so thaot today we have reached o com-
" pletely retrogressive economy.

Japan, at the same time, has now bacome in-
volved in high stakes'economic investrnent in in-
dustrialized couniries: in the lost five years, their
" investments hove totalled no less than $33 biliion,
and Japan thinks that will be quadrupled by the
end of the decade! : :

When it comes to its own factories, like Dat-
sun, one plant is so fully automated that 67 work-
ers on each of two shifts produce 1,600 autos o
day. It is this which GM, Ford, ond Chrysler are

trying their best to emulate ond we can see even -

at its stort, this automation has already resulted:
in so great a permanent army of unemployed that
here, too, it has outdistanced the despest reces-
sion since the depression, i.e. that of 1974-75,
As agoinst seven percent average unamploy-
mant in 1974-75 we now ot midpoint hove_eight
percent as average, which Is sure to go to 10 per-
cent, and actuolly in the most highly industrial-
ized cities like Detroit it is officially already 14
percent, and has by no means reached Its end.

Even in an election year, Datroit unemployment is
predicted to be 18 percent; in Flint it already is

The depth of the crizls in the U.S, is not only
ecoromic; it Is aqually, cruclally, political, bath
nationally and internationelly, It becomas impera-
tive to stop the insane drive to war that Carter
has initiated, and thot Kscgan Is sure to axacar-
hate, over Russia’s invarlon of Afghanistan, Ev-
erything from Cartor's disastrous aconomie poli-
cies and unconscianatla rote of unemploymant
ai well an raging infiation and tote! fack of erad-
ibility, hos lad tha Admialstration into turing
away from whot Corter himseif, but a few months
back. doclared o ba plvotel on a world scale—
SALT H rotification,
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17 percent, j

Neither West Europe nor Jopan, howaver, are
willing to toy with tha revival of the Cold War or
to link the Middle-East crisis to datente. They oc-
cept neither Carter’s analysis of the hostage crizis
in iram, nor Russia’s invasion of Afghanistan as
the determinant for any revival of the Cold War,
much less geing to World War 1if, t goes without
saying that Khomeini is not the man to fall for
Carter's attemnt to push him to recognize Brozh-
nev rather than Carter as the “Great Satan.”’ The
U.S. glant is, Indead, threatened with impotence
abroad and totality of crisis ot home. It is high
time to work hard at reolizing new aftemnatives to
degensrate copitalism and imperialism thot have
long since outlived their usefulness,

Unfortunately, the lroniun Revolution has
soured so consistently that in no way con wa use
that as the alternative to 1).5. imperiatism. For
the Left to keep repeating the truth of the mon-
strosity of U.S, impericlism as if that meant that
Khomeini‘s “onti-imperialism’ equals social revo-
lution is to bring on seif-paralysis. This hos blind-
ed the Left from seeking out the genuine sources
of revolution in Iran thot have been consistantly
put down by Khomeini, Bani-Sadr, and Ghotbza-
deh as they continue to use the phrase, “"Ameri-
can imperialism,’” in order to -hit out instead
against the genuine Left in Iron itself. Thus, the
Left is closing the doors 1o an actual sociol revo-
lution, : o :

As the Political-Philosophic Letter of April
29, “The Corter/Brzezinski-Ordered imperialist
Intrusion into Iran—and What About Khomeini/

Beni-Sadr's ‘Holy War’ Against the Left?” made

clear, we will not, of course, permit -the grave

.contradictions in the lranian revolution to stand

in the way of the need for solidarity.with the Iran-
ian moasses against American imperialism as well
as the retrogression in lran itself, But this solidar-
ity-must be built on the solid foundation for gen
uine freedom-—a closs-boss society.
At this very moment, the coen Black rebellion
in -Miam! which erupted when an all-whita jury

~acquitted the four racist, murderous cops who beat.
. an innocent Black man to death formothingmore

serious than alleged speeding, has ot once niwade
anti-racism integral to Iebor and- 23 percent un-
employment. Furthermore, the very foct thot Black
youth aiso are in no mood to listen to Black lead-
ers either, when they urge end to the rebzllion

- without ever asking octual freedom, shows. how

very inseparable is the passion for philosophy of
liberation from the freedom struggie itself. It be-
comas crucial that Marxist-Humanists are octive
in the mass intervention in this highly volatile
situation, and not just philosophically. but politicol-
Iy and actively. Needed most urgently.now, there-
fore, is the relationship of our activity to the
1980-81 perspectives and its organizational. ramis
fications. oL o
(1) First and most important, of course, is the
expansion of News & Latters” into a-12-pager,
which, of one and the same time, colis for the
cieaﬁo_n of a nucleus to write theorstical analyses
of burning issues as they happen, and a forum

for workers, Blacks, women and th to speak

ﬁv(rlzt,! Nahnal!?o 'ﬁxls Ttg‘a?;a axpansion of olf our

acl s, aspacially wi wnewmployed; espe-

clally with the rouill in its fight agoinst the pro-
on

posed registration for the droft; especially with
the Black tausses o3 g whols, who_are the great-
st victims of the present recession and whe have
already demonstrated their passion for revolt and
totally new human relations; and ‘especially with

the Women's Libemtionisty, "interngtionally as
well as nationally, who have not only despsned
and expanded their activities but are evarywhars
afso Involved in the most serious thaoratical re-
consideration, . e

{3) Naeither the  exponsion of tha paper nor
the despening of our activitisz con m&”& Ize un-
lzss wo first of all establish o Sustalning-Orgon-
{zing-Publishing fund of $35,000, Becouse that
is an overwheiming sum for a small or Jenization
fika ours, we hove not woltad until after the Con.

1eves sy YORHON fo, begin. raising such .2 -hwed. A special.




" Appeal went out to close friends of News & Letters
who, because they recognized the urgency of the
objective situatien and our historic contrl utions,
have sent in $7,500, Such an Appeal will now be
sent to all our readers, simultaneously with the
publication of these Draft Perspectives, to help us
meet tha remaining goal of 327,500, While the
main respensibility remains that of Marxist-MHu-
manists, there is no doubt thot News & Letters
readers will, oz usual, halp genarcusly. The 12-
pager will olso mean that the price of each copy
will kave to be raised to 25 cents.

(4) From the vantage paint both of the objec.
tive situation and of the need to assure a new
stoga of orgonizotional development, we need to
bring the Archives of Mamist-Humanism up to
date, with the completion of the craft of the book,
Rove Luxemburg, '‘Wemen'a Liborotion and Marx's
Philotophy of Revolution. There is not o single
probiem today which is not iliuminated by that
study. This holds for such widely divergent topics
and periods os the Iranian Revolution of 1906-09

“and that of today, and Women's Liberation—
which both in its origins and in its 20th century
oppearonce relotes not unly to Roso Luxemburg
but to Marx’s philosophy of revolution. - =

Leoking ot the book as a totality {write for a
copy of the Convantion Call for a full fisting of
the contentsl, let’s single out o few chapters and
see how they relote to the burning issues of the

- day. The first chapter, “Two Turning Points in-

Luxemburg’s Life, - Before and After the 1905
Revolution,” acquointed us. not only with Rosa
Luxemburg’s revolutionory attack on the very first
historic appearance of Revisionism os well as her
participation in the 1905 Russian Revolution, but
it illuminated the  Iranion Revolution, both of
1906-09 and 1979-80. At-the same time, ir the
Appendix to the chopter,. “Once Again on the
Theorv of Permcnent Revolution,” .we, could s=e
why Trotsky's theary remained o stillbirth as
against Marx's, when Trotsky's .theorv was tied
to, and cbstructed by, rejection of the . revolu:
‘tionory role of the peasantry, In o ward, to play
down a force of vevolution os if jt.could not also

‘be Reéasch insiuctobly Jod Trotsky to trensform
revolution itsel? into on abstraction.

Thé section of Chapter 2, “The Break with
Kerl Kautsky, 1910-1911: From Mass Strike The-

,

ory to Crisis .over Morocco,”” which hed to deol
with the hushed-up “"Woman q.unrion,” ravealad
the mala chauvinism within the Germon Social
Democracy, which our age con certoinly rot
oan understand better than Luxemburg’s,  but
is the age that hos unfurled a totolly new bariner
of Woman os Reason. Not only has “The Inter-
regnum of Luxemburg, and an Excursus Into
Marx's New Continent of Thought” (Chapter 3),
especially on the National Questlon‘ laid the foun-
dation for us to bring Karl Marx's Sthaological
Notebooks {which were unknown to Luxemburg)
into the Appendix, and controst them to Engals’
Origins of the Family, but irrstrievably leads to
the final chapter, on the totality of Maex’s philos-
ophy which is by no means limited to Women's
Libetation, Rather it encompasses the whole of
Manx’s philosophy of revolution, which the fincl
chapter rightly entitles “’Philosophy of Revalution:
The Development of Marx from g Critic of Hegel
to tha Author of Capital ond Theorist of Perma-
nent Revolution,” There we will not only come
face to face with Marx's new continent of thought,
1843-1883, but the labor of working it out for
our age.,

(5} To co-erdinate the activities and the writ-
ings on o notional as well os internation! scale, .
we need, ot ona ond the same time, to rearganize
ond excand the work at the Cen‘er, as well as
schedule a lecture teur for the Nationo! Choir-
wemon,

(6) Both the urgency of the cbjective situa-
tion and the uniqueness of our own contribution
to the Marxism of our age determing the nature
cof the clesses this year, not on a book, but on the
Political-Philosophic Letters as welf-as thaic re-
lationship to, and development of, the Marxist-
Humanist Archives, “The Reoyo Dunayevskaya
Collection,” .1941.198]1, which will’ develop o
theoretic nucleus for revolutionary joumalism of
the exponded News & Lstters, On this, the 25th
anniversary of the founding of News and Letters
Comraittees, the REB will reissue the *First Con- .

- ference Bulletin of the Mondst-Humanist Tervlen-

cy"’ of April; 1953, for.which the Nationa! Chair-
woman will write a néw Introduction which ‘will

-illuminate the uniquaness of Marxist-Humonism's

contribution to theory and to organization from .
its. very, beginnings through the past quarter of
Q century. - ., T R T
War Is always the decisive - life-and-deqth .-
auestion;’ whether we look at.this year's Draft
Perspectives, which, 'In' projecting. next . year's
tasks, needs.to concentrate ' on. this year’s; “and
Carter’s drive to war; or whether 'we turn back to
our very first bulletin in* 1955, when, on“the one
hand, wor clouds threatened ovar' Quericy: and
Matsu, and, on the other hand, we séw o new
world. arising with the Bandung “Afro-Asiah con-

-ference; of whether wo turmn to-the cnd of the

1960s, when revolution didn’t materialize-in 1948,
though the' near-revolutionthen~maderus. think
we -would - finaily ‘be participants :in ravoiution

‘rather-than hdving -to -witness Nixon. extending

U.S. imperialism’s mailed fist. and Bombers: rain-
ing death on Combodia. As against copitalist-"Im- -
perialist war, what:was new_in ‘the thres periods
we singled out:above—Dbe: it this year,: the dec-

. sode, “or -a‘ whole quartér century of Marnist-Hus
- manism—Is the inseparability of theorv.and proc-

tice. Revolution is:more ‘than Just a banner,.To
succeed it needs a vision, a philosephy of revolu-
tion, which is the unifying-~ferce: of theery ond
practice, . L. e,
While.it is impossible to concentrate on'the
full auarter-ceritury of Marxist-Humanism, much
less the 40 years these Archives represent—ond
whl::l'e it becomes ng:nm to rl’i:\lt'mmlvrs to
the lost two yeors, but ng: opportunity to
see the droft of the book:

LR I P P e

sin-progroas as a totoli
~-such a study will relate Marxist-Humanist ori-
qins, us News & Letters nawspoper, cz News and
Letters Cominittess, and as that movemant from
practice that reconnects with the Mantlsm of
Marx, in'book form, .in philosophy of ravelution,
and, we trust, in its octualization, IR
THE RESIDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

Dutrolt, Michi

e Sune 12,1980

XYY INT R YL




