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Introduction
The fact that Marx had no explicit theory of organization, and supposedly was

not an "organizétional person,” has, ever eince Marx's own day, served as converlent
reason for the formation and pract.ice of "Marxist" orgaiﬂ.zationé far afield from
the philosophical-—-theoretmal and organizational ground of Marx. Thus the practice
of lasmalle and hisGerman General Workers Association waa held forth as the Marxist
model, not only for the reformist elements that becane dominant in the Second
International, but even ror the revolutionary Ruasian Harx:l.ste. In turn, Ienin
made hls oun original ccn‘ribution to form of organization, the vanguard parf:.'y,
which, in his hands, unuement. numerous changes over the ‘course of some twenty
years, 21_902-1922.1 Howaver, since his death, :Lt has been the original 1902 for-

mulation that has baen fetishized ‘in the Marxist movemens and turned into quite the

opposite of what Lenin had forumlated for spacif:l.c hlstorical circmnstances ‘of

' Pgardst Russla.
Qur purpcse here is rot to enter :Lnto the decidedly sterlle debates dn"i‘om
" of organization that have been occurring in the organized Marxist movement of
wha‘:.cvar varlety since the 1930s. In contrast to thet mﬂri]:!.ty has been the
Iiving revolutionary movement and the forms of s‘br_uggle, forms of orgar{izat:ton, it
has time and again created = the mass strike, the Soviet, the decentralized councll .
form of Hungary 1956, the sit—ins and wildcats of the American wurld.ng class, the

self-orgardzation of tho Black movement 3n the 1960s, the NON—p wtviem of Portugal

1974-75, the work boycott and student strike of Soweto and Johameetuigld?é — o
mention only the tinlest fraction of conscious actlon and thought of masses in
molion.

This is not at all to say that a rovolutionary grouping doas not have to creato
formo o meet {he revolutionary movement from below. Quite the contrary - thab
movement from below which in our age has token on the fully mnture form of a move=
ment from practice towardtheory and a new aociaty,demunds from ravo:l.ut:l.onaries the

most serious groppling with the forms of organization which can meet that movement
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from practice with e movement from theory, a movement from theory wr?ich expresoes
itzelf in an organized menner. As it was .t‘ormulated_in the Netgs & Lletters Draft
Perspectlves of 1979-80, the question is, "ths form of a revolutlonary Marxist
orginization as well as the relationship of it to the spontaneous new f£orms that
erise from below, as well as the continuous worldng out of new relations of theory

to practice. n?

It is precisely for that reason that we want in this essay to return to Merx

and organization. For though Marx did not have a theory of orggnizabion, he did.

have s concent of oraanizatig:_, & conce::;t_ whilch he boi_:‘.h wrote about.'. and practiced.

Three periods in .Marx's,deve;opmén{? are crucial here: '184_3-3.-3.5'2_1 from the
break with bourgeols sbciety_t}n'ough‘thg Communist Leagﬁ_e; 1861;&1'870, the ﬁq:ma—
.tiona and defeloment of the First Workingman's Intgrz‘;gbiongll:' 1871~1861, .frt_mg the
Paris Commune and the"Critique of the Gotha Progrem,”™ to the C :’m:ular Let'_be_:j of
1879 and tho Letters to Vera Zazu}l.itc?l,;l.s‘el.“

1. Ses Raya"Dunayevakaya'a Marxism and Freedom,'chapt.er 1.
2, News & Letters, July, 1979,




Part I 184352, Critique of Ideas/Tendencies — and the Movement of the Workers

In thelr struggle against the existing state of

affairs the proletarians can claim the progressive

spirits, the great philoscphers, as their leaders.
~— Heinriék Heine, 1844

The weapon of criticism cannot, of course, replace
criticism by weapons, materdal force must be over—
thrown by materlal) force; but theory alsoc becomes

a material forve an soen as it has gripped the
masges....The head of this emancipation is philosouhy,
its heart 1s the proletariat. Philosophy cannot

be made a reality without the abolition of the
proletariat, the proletariat cannot be abolished

wlthout philosophy being vade a reality.
P "-— Karl Marx, J843-L4

Introduction

For Marx g_rg:;ﬂa_ was a most cruciallconcept. Very. often 1t was in the form

.of a critique of other.s', ‘thelr ideas and tﬁeir attempts té: p'ractice. It foél_:eed
also on the prolei;arian _movai:;ent as Marx pusﬁed it to come to a deeper, fuller
understanding of itself and thereby further revolutionize its practice. ;

Gri'éique ‘began Marx's thozlougtgoing break from bourgeolis societs'r, when as aarljr
a8 his editorship of Rheinische Zeltung, 1842-43, he had written articles on many 6f
its laws, especially those of press ceﬁsorsh:l.p. By 1843~44 that criticiue included
the highest exprassion of bourgeols thought— Hegelian philoaoﬁhy — asll'larx wrote
"Contribution to t_hé Critique of Hagél's Philosophy of Law" {1813} and "Criﬁique
of Fegelian Dialectic" (1844), in his famous humanist Economic~Philosophic -
Munuscripts where such Marxists as Herbert Marcuse and Raya Dunayevaﬁnya have re-
cognlzed the very "Birth of Historical Materialism."  Even his monumental worik,
Copital, was subtitled, "A Critique of Political Ecohomy", while in the lasﬁ decade
of his 1ife he challenged the actually existing Marxistpaﬂy with his er.{'.igue of

tﬁa Gotha Prosram.

From Crdtique of YounE'Hegelian to Orzanizing Activities 4n Paris

In the Spring and Summer of -181,»3 Marx's eritique had included not only Hegel
(to whom he nevertheleas held fast, calling Hogel's dialoct.ic‘,' "the source of all
dialectic") but his former colleagues ~ the Young Hogeliens.” When Bruno Bauer
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made a narrow theological presentation of the Jewlsh question, Marx in his response

called, not for bourgeois, political emancipation, but for revolutionary, human

emancipation. It wes his first salvo against a full tepdency, the thought of the

Young Hegeliens. Iater, in the Holy Femily snd then in The Gorman Jdeology his

revolutionary critique of the Young Hegeliens brought forth not only what he opposed,

but what he believed in.
During this same pericd, in a series of Letters to Arnold Ruge, published in

" their journsl Deutsch-Franzosische Jahrbuchar, Marx developed his eritical concephb:

veo1t 18 all the more clear what we have to accomplish at present: I

am referring to rathless criticism of all that exists. puthless both - -
in the sense of 7ot being afraid of the results it arrives at and in

the sense of being Just as little afraid of conflict with the powers
that be...nothing prevents us from making criticlsm of politics, par-
ticipation in politics, and therefore real struggles, the starting .
point of our criticism, and from identifying our ‘eriticism with them....
‘we can formulate the trend of our Journal as belng: self—clarification
{oritical philosophy) to be gained by the present time of 1ts struggles
and desires. o .

It is in these Letters that Marx also began his critique of those who proclaim-o‘
ed themselves the opposite of bourgeols soclety —— "actually existing communism®s

Communism, in particular, is z dogmatlc abstractlon; in which con— -
nection, howaver, I am not thinking of some imagirary and possible
communism, but actvally existing communism as taught by Cabet, Dezauy,
Heitling, etc. This cdommunism...is stdll infected by its antithesls -~
the private system...is itself only a special one-sided reallsation of

the soclalist principle.

in contrast, Marx preeented the be'ginning-of‘ his human - freedom — ‘d.'e:l'om

The self~confidence of the human being, freedom, has first to be
sroused agaln in the hearts of these people. Only this feellng...can

transform society into a community of human beings....the world has
long dreamed of possessing somebhing of whicg it has only to be
conscious in order to possess 1t in reality. B

In the pages of this same Journal,Marx, in his "Introduction to Critique
of liegel's Piuilosophy of Lou" conorvetized the “"community of humen beilnga" and the
“dvean® by putting forth the relation of the proletariat and philosoph;r:

Ap philogophy finds its materlal woapons in the proletariat, so
the proletardat finde its spiritusl weapons in philosophy. And
once the lightning of thought has squarely struck this ingempue
soll of the pzople the Eme.ncipation of the Germans into humsn
beings will take plece.
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But it was Marx's move to f:-’_aris, Oct. 1843, which brpug‘nt into sharp focus
the lving human prolstarian forces who were to become the 1ife blood of his
philogophy of revolution-in-the-meklng.

* #® *

Paris of the 1840s was aflame with communist and ‘socialist ideas, with
workers groups and secret cocieties. The communlsm which was put forth was for
the most part abstrect in nature.- Its advocates hoped for the good will of the
possessing class, whom they wished to convince of the need for social reform or
revolution. = There were; as well, volces within proletarian ranks such as Leroux
and Proudhon, who argued for social transformation, bpt‘ proclaimed it would not
be done through the workers own organizafipns, ﬁhe nnions, nof by a revolution.
And there were advocateé'of political reforms tﬁrough ‘universal franchlse, }\rho
proclaimed for the "orgo.nization of labor®, for the "right to work." But these
forces, the Democratic Socialist Party of Iouls Blanc and others, were nei.ther
soclalist nox cormunist, and advocated only :}oint ownership of the means of pro~
duction. ' : ' e

Marx for hZI.S part searched out radical German vrorkers. Arnold Fuge- wrote of
his stay in Paris: "harx has plunged into German communism here...Germany can
stand the minor. demage the artisa.ns (particularlv tbe baker 8 dozen conver‘.:s hern)

ere likely to do witnout much doctordng..." We will re‘burn to thig"baker's dozen"

shortly.

It was in Paris t.hat Marx began developing "the antithesis between capital’l st
and worker," whezja labor "appears only as the expression of my losa of self and
of my vowerlas ¥arx envisioned a different labors: "My work would be a
free manifestation of life, hence an gnjoyment of 1ife." Throughout the pard.od
Marx dug deeply into works on political economy, excerpting, gunmarizing, critiqu=-
ing worka of James Mill, Adam Smith, Ricardo and numerous others.

It was from the living workex:e' movement that he found the motlve force that

would transform labor from "loss of self" to the "free manifestation of life.”

Though living in Paris, his eye? antl ears turned to the Sileslan weavers' uprising
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of June 4~6, 1BL4. In contrast to others who saw it only as a futile revolt of
despairing poor, Marx wrote in "Critical Marginel Notes on the Article by a
Prussian:

The Silesian uprising begins precisely with what the French and English
workers' uprlsings end, with consciousness of the nature of the prole-
tariat. The action itself bears the stamp of this superior character.
Not only machines, these rivals of the workers, are destroyed, but also
ledzers, the titles to property. And while all other movements.were
aimed primarily only against the owner of the industrial enterprise, the
visible enemy, this movement 1s at the same time directed against the
banker, the hidden ensmy. :

And vhat of the role of the revolutionary intellectusl? -

Confronted with the first outbreak of the Sllesian workers' uprising

the sole tack of one who thinks and Iives the truth consisted not in

playing the role of schadlmaster in relation to this event, ‘but in-

stead in studying its specific character. This, of course requires
_ some scientifie insight and some love of mankind... .

Marx drew the lessons that he had learnad: | |

We have already seen that a social revoluﬁon 1s found to have the

point of view of the whole barduse — -even if it were to oceur in

only one factory district — it represents man’s protest against a

- dehumanized life...gocialism cannot be realised without revolution.

It needs this political act insofar as it needs destruction and

and dissolutdon. bGub where its organizing activity beging, where its

proper oblect, its soul, 5 comes to the fore — there socialism throws

off the poiitieal. eclogk. ' n . ’ : g .

This organiéing' actﬁitx' for Marx in Paris was found within the "bakers'
dozen" workérs, especially the League of the ‘Just, German proletarian activists
who had groups in Ion;lon, Switzerlend and Paris, It was to their meetings that
Marx went, listening, discussing, throughout 1844. A police report of the
perdod noted, "every Sundey the German Communists assemble...sométimes 30, some-
times 100 or 200...Speeches are made advocating reglcide, abolish property, down
with the rich, etej thore is no longer any talk of religlon, ...such people as
Marx...continuing to lead young people to diaoster."

Marx was in contact with the French workers as well. He wrote to Feuerbacht

You would have to attend one of the meetings of the French workers o appre=

cliate the pure freshness, tho nobility which burst forth from those " toll-

WOrn mone.s.The German artisans in Paris, i.e., the Communists amongst

them, several hgndre:ls, have been having lectures twlce a week through-
out the summer, : '
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And in the jjfonoméc-Phiiasonhic Manuseripts of 1844 he writes:

When communisat artisans asscciate with one enother, theory, propaganda,
ete., 1s their first end. But at the pame time, as a result of this
association, they acquire a new need — the need for socliety —- and what
appears as a means becomes an end. In this prretial process the most
splendid results are to be observed whenever French sociallst workers are
seen together. Such things as smoking, drinking, eating, etc., are no
longer means of contact or means that bring them together. Association,
society and conversation, which again has association as its end, are
enough for them; the brotherhood of man is no mere phrase with them, but
-a fact of life, end the nobllity of man shines upon us from their work-
hardened bodies. : :

Teward the end of his stay in Paris, with Engels' contributing several smell
chopters, Marx wrote the Holy Familv, directed in the main at the "Critdcal
Criticism" of the Young Hegelians who hed launched a campaign against communism -

and socialism. The introduction begins, "Real humanism has no more dangerous

enemy in Germany than spiritualism or speculative idealism which substitutes

*self-consciousness' or 4the 'spirit' for the real individual man..." He con—
trasted the proletarian associstions to the abstractions of Criticel Critdicisme

According to Oritical Criticism, the whole evil lies only in the workers!
"thinking'., Tt is true that tho English and French workers have formed
associations in which they exchange opinions not only on their immediate
needs as workers, but on their needs as human beings. In their assocle~
tions, moreover, thay show a varythlicough and comprehensive consciousness
of the 'enormous' and *immeasurable’ power which arises from their coopera-
" tion. But theso mass-mirfded communist workers, employed, for instance,
in the Manchester or Lyons workshopa, do not believe that by. 'pure thinking'
they will be able to argue sway their industrial masters and thelr own
practlcal debasement. They are most painfully aware of the difference
between belng and thinking, between consclousness and life. They know that
property, capital, money, wage~labor and the like sre no ideal figments -
of the brain but very practlcal, very objective products of their self-
estrangement and that therefore they must be abolished in a practical
objective way for man to become man not only in thinldng, in gonsciousness
but in mass being, in 1life.8

By the time Marx left Parie, February, 1845, for onforced exile to Brussels,
he had put forth a new world view of historical materia]iﬁm dnked to the exlstence
of class, to definlte hiastorical struggles in the development of production. He
had also begun to separate himsalf from 211 other terdencles whoSe opposition to
bourgeois socloty he viewed as only partial. For Marx, tendency s not sharply
distingulshed from ideas, phllosophy, His eritique of the Young Hegelians was not
only of ideas, but of the manifestation of thoa;a ideas in the activities of these |
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working to chanse socicty.
thought
The Communist Manifesto -~ a urdty of organization of /. . and orsanization of the

working ¢lass movement

The three yeurs in Brussels, 1845-48, were the years of The Poverty of
Philosophy and the German Ideclogy, as well as the lectures to the Brussels Germen
Workers Socioty which will lead to Marx's Hege Labor and Capital, and finally The

Communist Manifesto. It was the period of Marx's and Engels! work with prole-

tarian orgenizations that ended in the transformation of the League of the Just
into tho Go:mnuniat League, revolutionary organization on the basis of olass.

Vhat we saw in Har'c 3 wr:.bings of 1843~4} — that the eritique of tendencies
such as the Young Hegellans, and even of Hegel himeelf, tas in part tiled %o the
rewly’ emerg:l.ng aof:ivit.ias end consciousness of the proletariat ~— becsBme even
more expli.oit ag Marx undertook his’ raeponse to Proudhon'sPhilosophy of Poverhx
and its influenoe on the French working claes, and in the historical materialiast '

' ground set in the very first chopter of The German Ideo]omr against toth tbe

Young Hege]ians and ‘I‘ruo Socialists. ‘ . o
In Marx's Poverty of Philosophy, written in French, almost the entire final.

section, eutifled"St:dj;es and Combinations of Workers", was devated to the .workere5
own form of organizetion beginnding with combinatione trade unions. Marx showeg
here how the workers create theeo forms in spite of tha pressure of the manufaciurers
who say do not agk for higher wegee as e have no command over wages aince we
‘have no command over prices; in spite of tho economists who tell the workers do
not combine as you will hinder the ™regular progress of industry™ and thus bring
on stlll lower wages; and in spite of the "aacia]iets who condemn the workers!
self-orgenization"and instead ask them't¢ follow utopian schemes.

He traced the workers' organizations, saying that was where research must bo
carriedon and ooncluded:

The working claas. in the course of its development, will substitute for

the old oivil soclety an association which will exclude clanses and thelr
antagondsm, and there will be no more political power properly so-callad,




.

since political pgwer 1o precisely the offleial expression of antagondsm
in civil society. ‘

Throughout 1845-47, Marx and Engels worked on The German Idsolory, thelr .

massive critique of the Young Hegelians and the True Socialists. The ground for
their critique was their first chapter whers they put forth the materialist con-
ception of history that Marx had begun worldng out in 1843-44. Vhat needs to be
stressed here 1s thay, in criticlzing the abstract idealism of the Young Hegelians
and the True Soclalists, what is posed is not a vulgar materialism, a materialism
without an active revolutionary force, but a materialist concept based upon a -

reirolutionary subject —- the proletarist.

Here is how Marx presented the relationship between the self-actlvity of the

proletariat and the stage of material life that is capitalism:

In all appropriations up to now, a mass of individuals remained sub-
gervient to a single instiument of production; in the appropriation
by the proletarians,” a mass of instruments of production must be made
subject to each individual, and property to all. Modern univerasl
-intercourse cannot be controlled by individuals, unless it 1s controlled. ‘
by all. This appropriation is further determined by the manner in which
it must be effected: It can only be offected through a unien; which. '
by the character of the proletariat itself can again only be a univer-

. ¢al one, and through a revolution, in which, on the cne hand, the. power:
of the earlier mode of production and intercourse and soclal organiza~ i
tlon is overthrown, &nd,on the other hand, there developa the universal
character and the energy of the proletariat, which are required to accom-
plishthe appropridtion, and the proletariat moreover rids itself T
of everything that still clings to it from its previcus position in
soclety. Only at this stage does self-sctivity coinclde with material
life, which corresponds to the development of individuals into complete
individuals and the casting-off of all natural limdtations. The transfor-
mation of labor into self-activity corresponds to the transformation of
the prev}_ausly limlted intercourse into the intercourse of individuals
as such,

* * *
Regular céfreapondance and ;I.ntérnationalism weré two aspects that Marx
felt must be involved in any group of revolutionaries who wished to be togathef
with the worlcding class's own activities and organizations, Throughout the 1840s
Engels maintained contacts with radicals in Pngland contr4buting to The Northern
Star, an English weekly of the Chartists. At the same,time becauss thore was no
radical journal in Brussels to print their ciréularé, Marx and Engels sought to
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establish a permanent correspondence committes across borders to dj.fi_‘eront tovnsg
where there were communist groups. The Communist Correspondence Committee, with
international contacts, was formed early in 1846. In August it was declded theb
Engels should return to Paris to try énd win support for the establishment of
vorkingmen's organizaﬁione. He met regularly wit.h tanners, Joiners and tailors
to discuss historical problems and explain current economic questions. Durdng
thls pericd there was also contiruing correspondence with leaders of the Ieague
of the Just in London. The League hed created a large educational society withn
500 members of different natlonalitdes, who had been reading Marx's and Engels’ ‘
 writings. ' '

In January of 1847, Joseph Moll of the Longue came to Bruaseis and Invited
‘Marx and Engels fto Join. They agreed, pef‘suading the League of the Just to
transform 1tsqlf into the Communi.at League. The first Gongress, with Engr; s :I.n .
'at-tnndance, was held in June of 1847. In _59__, the Internatlonal Gommuni.s*

. Correspundence Comnd.tﬁeél reorganized itself into a branch of the Gomnumst Lesgue
‘with Marx as president’ and a member of the League 3 regional directorate. The I

same mont.h Marx and Engels helpad to form the German Workingman's Society in Brussels
which met weekly and to whom Marx. would 1ater deliver the lecture that pref:lgured '
his Hage labor and CaEl_tal. i o .

In November, Morx end Engels jJourneyed to London for the 10 day Second Con-
greas of the Commund. st League. They addressed, as well, the Iondon German Workers!
. Soclety and en International meeting held on the 17th annlversary of the Polish
Uprising of 1830.

Marx and Engels began working on the Manifesto immediately after the Congresa.
1

In January of 1848 Marx worked on it alone. Tt comes off the press in February.

lle have reached with the Manifesto, the apex of.Marx's development on orgemization
in this period 181;3-1;8: hig concept is ons in which there is a unity of orpanization

of thought — as critiqua of the bourgeoisie,as ordtique of other tendencies, as
rosing a new world prolotardan vision —~= and the organizatlon of the nascent working
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class movement. _
In February, 1848, actual revolution bresks out in France and Marx’s anticipa-
tion of revolution, 1843-48, now becomes his actual partlclpation, 1848-49, as
the greatest test of organization of thought and of class 1s at hand — the praxis

of revolution.

The 1848 Revolﬁtiona ard Thelr Defent — from new forms of organd zation to rgvolu--

tion in vermanence

Expelled from Brugsels in early March, Marx arrives in Parie on -March 5th.

("Good and loyal Marx," wrote Ferdinand Flocan, member of the Provﬁ.sionglﬁ{wam—
" ment, "“The soil of the French Republic is a field of refuge and asylum for all
| friends of liberty... Tyramny exiled jou, now free France opens its deors to you
and *o all those who are fighting for the holy cause,l the fraternal ceuse of .=.L11
the_peoples.") He brings with him the central office of the Communist . league which
had already transferred its authority to Brussels from London with the cutbreak ’
of the February Revolution. Harx immediately sets out to reestablish-the central
office of the Ieague and is elected to its Iires:l.cllency on Mar_cﬁ 10th.
At the same time, he and others found the German Worlkdngmen's Club to educate
- and prepare exiled Gemans for re‘l;urn to the homeland. . The 300-400 Gsrml;ms who
come around are given the Manifesto and "Demands of the Commnist Party in Germeny*"
written by Marx and Engels in late March and printed as a leaflet. The Demands are
reprinted on x number of occasions in Ge;marw during the revolution.
In aarly' Aprll Marx returns to Cologne to found a :_'evnlﬁtionary. dally newspaper,
the Noue Rheinlache Zeitung and participates with the working class of Gologne.u
* * *
After one year, in May, 1849, the Noue Rheinisfhe, Zéitung was aurpreésed and
Marx was forced to flee Cologne for France and shortly thereafter France Zor
England. Marx in exiie plunged into threc tasks: 1. The establishment of & new
Journal, the Neue Rheiniachg Zeitung,Polltisho—sionomdache Revue; 2. The building

of a Germdn political rofugee committee to ald the German refugees who were stream-
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ing across the Continent and to England after the defost of the German Revolution;
3. Unserarated from these two tasks,the revitalization and reorganization of the

Communist League.

The Neue Rhainische Zeitung, Politisch-okonomische Revue published a total of

six issues in 1850, Foremost among its contributions were Marx‘s -The Clags
Strurzles in France, 1848-1850, and Engels' Peagsant Wars in Germany.
Just as the Communist Manifesto had anticipated the 1848 Revolutions ——

and Marx‘'s revolutionary journalism in the Neue Rheinische Zeitunr had been the

measure of a revolutionary intellectual's participation — so The Class Strusgles

in France proceeded to sum up that experience, )

Lendn, writing in his State and Revolution, spoke of Marx's writing of 1848-51:
"his fheory is—a sumning up of experience,illuminated by a profound philosophical
conceptian of the worid and a rd:ch knowledge of Hfs‘lgory. w. 7

Marx writes, "the annals of the revolutio—n from 1848 to 1849 carries the
heading: Defeat of the Revolution!™ But he quiﬁkly adds "the revolution mede pro-

- gress by the creation of a powerf‘ui, united, counterrevolution" that forced the

ripening of Yg really.ravolutionary party." The really rovolutionary party was the

proletariat.
. ' : ' out
Marx, in great detall, traces the lot the Paris prolearist through/ the psriod

of February, 1848 to the June 1nsurrection, then to June of 1849, In look_i_x;xg_ at

the clash of prolstariat and‘bourgeo:l.s he ia finding the forma of struggle, forms
of organization, that tha roletariat ereates. First is their February demand for
Sheamt St R0 U proletariat creates

Organization of Labor and the creation of a Ministry of labor "a socialist syn2-

Bogue” but. with ™o budget, no executive authority at thelr disposal.”

Nothing is more understandabic, then,than that the Paris proletariat
sought to sssert i%s own interests sida by side with the intercsts of the
bourgeoisie, instead of enforeing them as the revolutionary interest

of sociaty itself, that it lot the red flag be dipped before tho tri-
color. The French

touch a heir of tha bourgeois order, until the course of the revolution
had aroused the mass of the nation, the peasants and petty bourgeois,
standing betwoen the proletariat and the tourgeolele, against this order,
against the rule of capitsl, and had forced them to attach themselves to
the proletarians as their protagonists. The workers could buy this viectory
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only through the tremendous defeat in Jume.
The bourgeolsicforces the June insurreetion upon the proletariat. It is a

defeat of the workers in terms of arms, but a new consciousness in terms of prole~

tarian outlook:

In place of its demands, exuberant in form, but petty and even bourgeois
still in content, the concession of what it wanted to wring from the
February republic, there appeared the bold slogan of revolutionar,zzstruggle:
Overthrow of the bourgeoisie! Dictatorship of the working clasg!

It is the first time that Mar:; has used the expression, "Dictatorshlp of the
Horlcing Class,™ which he found in the experience of 1848, and which others have
since vulgarized to mean the dictatorship of the party.. That in no sense was

Marx's meaning. TFor him it meant a total uprooting and not a limitation to a

'

political revolution or a revolution of any one parﬁy speaking "for" the Workers.

It meant the masses thinking and acting, often in opposition to any parties speak~

ing for them, And certainly creating their own forms of expression. "June 13 (1849)

,has struck off the offi_cial hesds of various semi-vrevolutionary parties; the rasse
that remained won a head of their own, " I ' ‘
In his The Eipt_;teént.h Brumaive of Iouls Bonaparte Marx completed his writings

on France in revolution and counter-revolution. It was here that he contrasted

the method of bourgeois and proletarian revolutions, especiali‘v on concept of

self-criticism:

Bourgeols revolutions, 1ike thosa of the elghteenth century, storm swiftly
from success to success, their dramatic effectsoutdo each other, men and
things seem set in sparkling brilliants, ecstacy in the everyday spirit,
but they are short-lived, soon they have attained their zendth, and

a long crapulent depression seizes soclety before it learns soberly to
assimilate the results of its storm-and-stress perlod. On the other
hand, proletarian revolutions, like those of the ninetesnth century,
criticise themselves constantly, interrupt themselves continually in
thelr own tourss, come back to the apparently accomplished in order to
begin it afresh, deride with unmerclful thoroughness the inadequaciss,
weaknesses and paltrinesses of their firat attempts, seem to throw down
thelr adversary only in order that he may draw new strength from the earth
and rise again, more gigantic, before them, and vecoil again and again
from the indefinite prodiglousness of their own ailms, until a situation
has becn created which makes all turning back imposaiblfj and the con-

ditions themselves ery out: Hic Rhodus, hic aaltatl
»*

* *

a
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 Though the Communist League had been disbanded in June of 1848 as the sit
uation in Germany called for a more open type of functioning, by February of 1842,
faced with much greater repression, Marx and 10 others met in Cologne with Joseph

Moll, from the German refugee communltyin London, to diseuss reorganization of
the league. Put it was not until late August, 1849, when Marx went info exile in
Iondon, that any concrete work was done. in‘September, A German Refugee Committee
was set up which shortly thereafter was transi’ormed into the Sccial-Democratic
Rei‘ugee Committee. It provided material asslstance for the refugees of 'k‘%
especially proletarlans, Mark wrote an appeal for support, speaking of "t.housands
upon thousands of people have been wandering without shelter in i’oreign land“ ever
since "'peace and order' have been re—estab]ished in Germany # The work with the
‘refugees at the same -bime helped to recm.stitute ties among members of tha
- Communi.st League. S o

Marx joined the Central Committee of 'f:.he Reconstituted Communist I.eague whi"h
was near stagnation. What he called a "warplan egainet. Democracy", the Address
to the C‘entral Authority of the Gomnunist League, was delivered in March of 1850.
In th'l.s addréss Hurx set down vhat the League had accomplished in 1814.3-50,
double I‘acnion"

first, in that s members energetically took part in the movement in

all places, that in the press, on the barricades and on tha battlefialds,

they stood in the frond ranks of the only resolutely revolutionary claas,

the proletariat. The Ieague further proved itself in that its. concep-

tion of the moveme wn in the circulars of the congresses and

of the Central Authority of 1847 as weﬂ as in the Cormnuniat Manifeato

turned out to be the only correct one,

Hers wo have Marx's concept of crganizational prac'b:lce in the heat. of 'bhe up-
rising — taking part in the movement in a.'Ll places and having a concention of
that movement, It is here as well uhere he called for reorganization of the
lezgue which had become "alackened," where cormectiona with the Central Authority
had “"become loose and gradually dorment", “tha warkers' i:arty loat its only Iirm
feothold" and "the genaral wovement came completely under the domination and leador—

ship of the petty bourgeols democrats."”
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Marx responed, "the indapendence of the workers must be restored.” But
on what basis? And Marx answsred: By making the Revolution permanent:

It is our interest and our task to make the revolution permanent, until
all more or less possessing classes have been forced out of their posi-
tion of domirance, the proletariat has conquered state power, and the
association of proletardans, not only in one country but in all the
domineut countries of the world, has advanced so far that conpetition
among the proletarians in these countries has ceased and that at least
the decisive productive forces are concentrated in the hands of the
proletarlans...not the '.‘I.Tgrovement of the exioting soclety bubt the
foundation of & new one. .

Where in Class Strugeles in France Marx had introduced the idea of “the
permanence of the __:!ea'mZl.m',:';.on,".16 he now in his addrees to the Communist ILeague

developed permanent rcvolution sud the organization of & revolutionary group as

a projection In anticipation of the next revoj:.'.ﬁionary jmriod. In such a revo-

Iutionary period Marx first called upon the League to oppoce unity with peﬁty-

bourgeols democratat

+++the League, nust exort themselves to establish an independsnt sacvet and
pubiic organization of the workers' party alongmide the official demo-
cratee o They (the yorkers) mist work to prevent the direct rovoluticnary
excitement from being suppressed apgain immediately after the victory. On
the .contrary, they must keep it alive as long as poseibla...Alongeide the
new officiel governments-they must immedistely estoblish thelr own revolu-
tlonary workers' goverrments, whether in the form of runicipal committecs
and runieipal counclls or in the form of workers' ¢lubs or workers®
committees, so that the bourgeois-democratic goverrments not only
immediately lose the support of the worlters but frem the oubsst sea -
themgelves supervised and threatened by authoriiies backed by the whole
mass of the workers, ' ' ' -

‘Second, "the workers must be armed and orgonized":

workers must try to organize themselves independently as a proletarian
guard with commanders elected by themselves under the command not of the
state authority but of the revolutionary mumicipsl courcils sot up by the
workara.

And finplly: .

it 13 above all nacosséry for the workers to be independently orgenized
ard cent.ra]{,;.ed in clubs...Thoir batilo ery muvat be: The Rovolution in
Permanence.

%* *
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The address wzs circulated underground back into Germany in an attempt to
revitalize the Cormunist Lcague. Indeed, it was the arrest of a Lemgue member
in poasession of f;oth the March address to the Commnist ]"..eague and the Comunist
Hanlfesto which started the process toward the Communist Cologne Trial, as an
attempt to defame the communist movement. Marx's response to this attempted frame-
up was his "Revelations Concerming the Communist Trial in Cologne."

The communists, in prison on the basis of forged documents and false
evidence, were accused of trylng to destroy the existing soclety, Marx Vﬂposed

the falsifications and responded to the charge of attempting to destroy the

existing society oy explaining they had a much deepe} revolutlion in mind:

The ultimate aim of this propaganda is said to be the destructinn of

exiating society; but the Prussian state has alrcady perlshed once ‘

and could perish ten times more and indeed for good and .all without the existing.
goclal order being even the slightest bit harmed...if the flnal geal of

the Zeague is the overthrowing of the soeial ordsr, the mathod by which '

this is to be achieved is necessarily that of rolitice) revoluticn and

this entails the overthrow of the Prussian state, just as on earthguake

entells the overthrow of a chicken house. The accused, however, proceed.

in fact from the outrageous assumption that the present Prussian govern-

ment would collapse without their having to 1ift a finger.. They accord-

ingly dld not. found & league to overturn the presenifsgovernmént of Prussia,

and were not guilty of eny "reasonable conspiracy'. :

% * *

Dosplte Marx's efforts in the period of 1é£..9-50 to vestore the Leeguc, the
forces of countaf-—r.e'volution were so strong that they had a tremendous pull within
the revolutlonary movement. Adventurist currents of exile mp:;\berg of thé League
came to the fore, which Marx trled to combat by arranging for the Central
Authority to be transferred out of London to Cologne.19

Howdver, fhe split became more permanent, the squabbiing among
emigros (what Marx called the "war of the frogs ard mice") greater. F:Lnaliy,
in November of 1853, Marx moved to disband the leagie. He was not again to
participate specifically in revolutionary organizations for more than a‘fdecéde.

Then, the objective situation in Buropa and in America brought forth the possiblilty

of a new organizational form -— The Horkinpmea's Internatlicnal,
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1. Seo Marcuse's "Foundations of Historical Materialism",written in 1932, in
Studies dn Critical Philosophy and Dunayevskaya's "The 3g840st Birth of Historiecal

Materiallem™ in Philosophy and Revelution.
2. Marx and Engels, Collected lorks, Vol. 3 pages 142, 1L

3. C.U. Vol. 3, pages 142, 143, 137.

4o C.. Vol. 3, page 187. See as well pages 186, 187: “lhere, then, is the
positive possibility of...emancipation? Answer: In the formatlon of a clags with
radical chaing, a class of civll society which is not a class of eivil society, an
estate which is the dissolution of all estates, a sphere which has a universal .
character by 1ts universal suffering.and elaims no particular right beczuse mo
particular wrong but wrong generally is perpetrated against 1t; whlch can no longer
invoke a historicesl but only s human title; which does not stand in any onc-sided
antithesis to the premises of the German state; a sphere, flnally which cannot
emancipate itself without emancipating itself from all other spheres of society and
- therely emancipeting all other spheres of society, which, in a worg, is the vins of
complete loss of men and hence can win itself only through the _gg:_n_rg]._e_‘c_:_!:—._r_eﬂl;__f__-,
man. This dimssolution of society as # particular estate is the proletariat...

By proclaiming the dissolutivn of the hitherto existing world order the proletariat
mercly states the secrot of its own exictence, for it is in fact the dissolution

of that world order. By demanding the negaticn of private property, the proletariat
mérely raises to the rank of a principle of society what society has made the
principle of the prolstariat, Wmt, without its own co-operation is alresdy
Ancorporated in it as the negative result of scclety...”

5. gi'Vol. 3 pageslml. 202, 205, 206.

6. August 11, 1844, G.W. Vol. 3 pages 355, 357.

T _Q_,I_l_._ Vol. 3, page 313, ' ' ) ' _ , ‘,
8, C.W. Vol. L, pages 52, §3. See as well pages 36-37: "Since in the fully-formed -

proletariat the abstrsction of all humanity, even of the semblance of humanity, is
practically complete; since the conditions of life of the prolebariat sum up all
the conditions of life of society today in their most inhuman form; since maa has
lost himself in the proletardat, yet at the same time has not only gained theoreti-
cal consclousness of that loss, but through urgent, no longer removable, no longer
disguiseble, absolutely imperative need — the practical erpression of necessitv —
is driven to revolt against this inhumanity, it follows that the proletariat can
end must emancipate itself. But it camnot emancipate itself without abolishing
the conditions of its own life. It cannot abolish the conditions of 1ts oun 1ife
without abolishing all the inhuman conditions of 1ife of soclety today which are
summed up in iis owm eituation. Not in valn dees it go through the stern but
steeling school of labor. It is not a questlon of what this or that proleberian,
or even the whole proletariat, at the moment regords as its alm. It is a question
of what the proletariat is, and what, in accordance with this being,it will his-
torically he compelled to do.

9. C.U. Vol 6, page 212. See entire section, pages 206~212, In particular pages
210, 211: "In England they have not stopped at partial combinations which have no
other objJective than a passing strike, and which disappear with it. Permanent
combinatlons have beon formed, irade undons, which serve as bulwarks for the
workers in thelr struggles with the employers...The organization of these strikes,
conmbinutions, and trade unlons went on simultaneously with the political struggles
-of the workers, who now constitute a large politicsl party, under the rome of
Chartista,.,whon it is a question of meking a precise study of strikes, combinations
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and other forms in whish the proletarians carry out before our eyes their organiza-
tlon as a class, some are seized with resl fear and others display a transcendgntsl
disdain., An oppressed class is the vital condltion for every socioty founded on
the antagonism of elusges. The cmonecipatlion of the oppressed class thus implies
necessarily the creation of a new soclcty, For the oppressed class to be able to
emancipate itself it is necessary that the productive powers already acquired and
the existing goeial relations should no longer be capsble of existing side by
olde. Of all the instruments of production, the greatest productive power is the
revolutionary class itself.”

10, C.H. Vol 5, page 88. See as well his Theses on Feuerbach written in the samo
period: "The materizlist doctrine that men are products of circumstances and
upbringing, and that, therefore, changed men are products of other cix:curqst&nces
and changed upbringing, forgets thet it is men who change circumstencés and that
the educator must himself be educated.™ C.H. Vol. 5, page 7 "

11. For a discussion of Marx's revolutionary journalism and his participation with
Workers' groups during the Revolutions-of 184,8-49 sec, "Revolutionar y Journalism: o
Karl Marx, the Neue Rheinlsche Zeit and the 1850 Address on permanent revolution',
News & letters, May, 1960 by Eugene Walker. - L .

12. C.Y. Vol 10, pages 57, &9.

13. G.W. Vol 11, pages 106-107. After June of 1848, "the proletariat receeded into
the background of the revolutionary stage". Harx does not hesitate to point out tha
Hmitations of the proletarian movement at cuch a period: "In part it throws
itself into doctrinaire experiments, exchange banks and workers' associatlons, hence
- into & movement in which it rénounces the revolutionising of the old woerld by meens .
of the latter's oun great, combined resources, and seeks, rather, to achleve iis
salvation behind society's back, in private fashion, within its Hmited conditions
of existence, and hence nécessarlily suffers shipwreck." (G.H. Vol. 11, pages 110-
111.) But by no mesns 15 it a permanent defeat: "But the revolution is thorousph.
It still Journeys through purgatory. It does its work methodically. . By Decamber 2
1851 it hae complated ons half of its preparatory work; it is now completing the
other half. First 1t perfected the rarliamentary power, in-order to be able to
overthrow it. Now that it has attained. this, it perfects the executive vower, rew-
duces it.to its purest -expression, lsolates it, sets it up against itself as the
sole target, in order to concantrate all its forcea of destruction against i%."
(C.H. Vol. 1l,page 185) Thus while "allprevious revolutions contcentrate state
- power™, that will not be the proletariat's aim, instead "all its forces of destruct-
lon" are concentrated against it. Here Marx prefigurod what would become: explicit
with the Paris Commune — the emashing of bourgeois state power, and its super-
session with the. workers own form, the Cormune. '

Lhe CuHa Vol. 10,page 277.
15, G.W. Vol. 10, page 281,

16. C.H. Vol 10, page 127: "™the proletariat increasingly organizes itself arouvnd
rovolutionscy Socialism, around Sommuniom, for whichthe bourgenisieitself has in~
vented the vame of Blangui. This socialiem is the declaration of the permanence of
the rewvolution,the class dictatorship of the proletariat as the necessary transit
point to the aboliticn of class distinetions gnerally, to the abolition of all.
relations of preduction on which they rest, to the abolition of 211 tho sccial
relations that correspond to these relations of producticn, to the revolutionising
of all the ideas that result from these soclal relations.” .
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1?. C-'L‘I- Vol- .10, pages 282' 283’ 28!+| 28?-

8, C.H. Wl. 11, page 404 Despite Marx's demonstration of the falsity of the
charges, the accused not only spent many months in prison awaiting trial, but
seven of the eleven werc fourd guilty of attempted high treason and sentencad to
scveral years in prison.

19, See minutes of the mecting of the Central Authority, Sept. 15, 1860:

Marx—2In the last decade on 'the position of the Germany proletariat in the next
revolution' views were exprosgsed by members of the minority on the Central
Authority which directly clash with those in the last circular but: ons and even
the Manifesto, and the national foeling of the German artisans were pardered to.
The materialigt standpoint of the Manifesto has given way tc idealism. The revolu~
tion is seen not as the product of reelities of the situation but as the result of
an effort of will. ‘hereas we say to the workers: You heve 15, 30, 50 years of
¢ivil war to go through ir order to alter the situation and to train yourselves for
the exerecise of bower, it is sald: e must take power at once, or else wo may

a8 well take to our beds.,,.This debate has finally laid bare the differences in
prineiple,, Our party can come to power only whern the conditions al'lowit to put

its own views into practice." (C.Ws Vol 10, pages 626, ‘627.) :




