March 25, 1979
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UFOLDMENT OF, AND CONTRADICTI(HS T}, REVOLUTION

‘I, 4 Whele Hest eof Sresters Haunting Xhomeinils "Telamic Revolution!

Dear Friends,

" A whels hegt ef si:ecters'are haunting Khemeinifs “Islamic Republie!
befere ever it is offieially establiched, There is the.specter of a full
gecinl Tevviutlen in the very vofoldwent ef “the Iremian Revelutien which,
efter all, witnessed a’ sertes #f the greéfest, n;osj: ‘pewerful and ststained
I2gs mebilizatiens fer menthy an end hefore the three .&ays of insurreétien,
Clearly, February 9~12. 184 not erly driven tho Shah and his stroge;”Bakhtiar,
frem'the threne, bub the ramer in which the werkers ended their géneral
strike to.return 1o work witheut Teturning their.guns,.as the Ayatollah
hod commanded, shewed +that wnly che.pfer 1 of the Revelutien had ended, It
Fat A special emphasis to the complaints ef his.appointed . Prime Minister,
Bazargen,’ about lnck &% preductien.’ As the Deputy Prime Minister, Entezan,
Tut it: “Despite the Ayatelleh!s cermands, none &f the majer industries in
the ceuntry are functiening hecaune the werkers spend all their time holding
pelitienl mcetings,"

As 1if Werkera® Cewncils, Neighborheed Committoes, a.ﬁju.me:ii, many new
Terme of srentanenus organization, and youth dominant in all, did not take
on the apperitisn of a dunl government, there came, with the celebration
AL International. Wemen's Day, a mass cutpouring ef women, bearing -the
banner, "Ya made the revelution fer freedom,. and get unfreedem", which
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may very well have apened Chapter 2 of the Iranian Revolution., It is true
there had been sther ocutbursts ef criticlsm of Khomeini from the fedayeen,
But whereas Khomeini's friend, Arafat of the FLO, persunded them to call
off the march to Khoweini's headqmrters1 and, instead, held a rally at
Teheran Univeroity, the Women's Liberatienists tonk to the streets.

Ho doubt Khnmeini wes ignorant of the fact that March 8 was Inter-
nationel Women!s Day and the Ironien wemen intended to mnke their cele-
bration of the past a claim on the present and future when he issued the
Merch 7 order for the women to weer the chador. But hié mild cetreat ~-
the claim that it was a "duty, not en order" — hardly succeeded in exor-
cloing the new speeter, Qulite the coatrary., Theugh the Ayatollah criti-
clized the foons who attacked the aarch, tried to stone the women, and shet |
three y ‘the women Telt that those gnong vere in fact praectitinie what the Aya-
tollan preached as "Iglendeo Jawv,™

Por five straighi days the wcfmen' continued'their'mches,“and not only
agalnst Khoweind, but against Primo Mivdster Bazargan, aud on Maich 10 held
" a 3-hou: sit=in at the ‘Jﬁ.nlst:y of Jugtice, Yor did they tolerate the maSS
medin's autasratic choice of wha'c they wauld-photograph_, who they would give:
voice ts, vhom fhey- would focus en, Instead of letting their protests go
'mrecoraed, the viomen merched upen the mass media, thus exposing the fact |
thet the censorship there 15 new almost as total as 1t was during the Shahis
dictatorship. Think how quickly those bourgeois and petty—bourgeois uppo:c\-
tunists chs.mged sides. They wa.ited two d&ys after 'tha :Lnsurrection started
before they came to the mdio to announce that they will not oppose the peo-
"ple but be "the volae of the mvolutinn." That was I‘ebmry 11. The very

-next day they snuck in an adjoctive; the,y_ now called themselves the fyoice
of the ielemic revolution," ‘

N¥or was the Ayaioilan celmed by the fact that the Women's Idiberationists
preduced & schism in the Pedayoen (and to a loeser extent also in the Mouja—
hideen), For, while m gnod part condemed the actj.ons of the \vommlz, others
formed a nuran chain on beth Ei&es of the march to broteet them from further
harassment. That cr:x;taitm' was & great advance aver the beginnings of the
Fortuguese Revelution _:l:n"IQ'TB3 whofc the Left mwales attacked women's demon—
gstrations with impunity, 71979 in Iran showéd, ;11:- one and the same time, that
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rale revolutionnries would not permtt attacks nn women revolutionaries, and
vemen were striking ovt en their ovm az a way of deependng the content »f
revolution,

Firally, tho Vomen's Iiborationists rncused rn their internatinnaliom,
not ldimited t2 the invit.;tinn., tn Kate Millet from the U,S, and Glaudine
Mouwllord from France (vhr had come to express their solidarity with the
Irenian vomen revolutionaries,) The mere crucial print is that the Iranisn
women felt thatg 1iterally ridiisns threughent tne world were with them,

It i3 this thot so frightened the Ayatollah thet he dered eall the
Women's Iiberationists “egents of imperialismh {to which we'll retwrn
later), The expulsion of Kate Millet is but symbol of how he intends o
roll the clock baclward in nig attempt to exorelse rll these specters as he
must first try to stop thoge fighting fr\r self~-determination with guns in

" hand — the Kurdish rebels,

Under t‘neae elreumstances of over new forces af revelution, for male
revolutionariea %o disregard how tota_'l. ‘the revelution must be if it is to
urreot the exploitative, rag iat, aextst sociecty, and once egain try 'l:o sub-
ordinate women!s struggles ns a "mere part of the whole" {as if tho vhole
nsan be vitheut its paris), 1a to play ints the hands nf the reactionaries,
ba that the "seoulap! Bazargen government, or the Ayatolleh Khemeini who is
- trying tn "ingtitutionalize" his Tslamie. ‘revolutien", that is tn say, cnn-
fine it te vhere he can steal the frudt of the revelution — Lreedom —— and
leave the masses who made it at the bottom as in any and all closs aneietics,

The schisme within the ruling class are not as irreconsilable as he—
tween lahor and eapital. Wor are thoy anly a question of secular VB,
thenoratic rule, fThe faet that Khemeini nevertheless tried to keep some
Alstanec ovway from the planned ¥arch 5 eclebration ¢f the 12th enniversary
nf Mocsadegh, who was the first tn natispalize the oil industry and shake
up the Shah's throme, throws o glnring 1ight on what he intends to do with
his so-called Inlamic Revelution. anargan, who did sit en the platfonn,
was net recngnized 83 auy velco of tho 1951-53" revolt and thua was in no
rosition to serve as any bridge hetween the d:.ssident tourgeois’ libcra.l
faotions, Instead, the porson who spoke firet wos Mossadeghls grandson,
Hedayet Matine-Daftari, vho oriticized Bazargan'!s attock on the oxtension
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More significont was the voles ef the Ayoatollah Toleghanl who had
broleh with the Inlemie Revolutienary Cormittee in late February, ap-
prov:mg lng, instead, elected, not appointed, warkers' comrittoos, thus mek-
ing sure that the revolution doos net 5tnp at its very first step, tho
erverthrow nf the Shch,

There is no peint in underestimating the pevior of the Aya+ollo.1~ ,
Ehnmeini, whom LAny ore nov troating as an Imnm even if he has not exor—
clzed thoso speciers ho‘mtins his rcvnluﬁion.‘ Tha'h ootmtezw—revolution is
Tight within the Revelution. He knew how to-hit at the women, mobiliring a
fow theusand to mﬂroh with thelir oho.dors against the viomen whe wore protest-
ing o’ groat denl Jmore than dress.4 What the Womon’s I.ibomtioniots leomod
‘here was that mt £l1 wemen arc oisters. It is, aftor all, a slander to
mnke 1t ..pr-oo.r cs if 1% wWore a mere auestion of women against men. ", "Seml
politica" is anything but that; the male chauv:!.nism exposed, and thn't in-
cluded of the Ayatolleh Khomeinl, was the limitations of the froedom of
" hurani ty,” the abroga-ba.on of the civil rights -- politica.l, aoc:i.al, economic,

:Ln‘Le.Llootunl, class, ' .

In the latter case — tho most worrisomo for the Ayatollah ~ it was
the woy the workers, in this case 'bhe printoro, united with the Youth on
what secmed most abatract — works on philosophy of revol ution, on politics,
strategy, on intorotionalism, to snt:n.ofy their thirst for lmowlodge of 2311
%o do with revoluticn, Thus, in the very widst of rovolution whon the”
general strike wno nt its height, the printers deeided %9 worle double ,shifto
so that they ooddd eatisfy thaot thizst. As one oyowliness repori doscribes
1t: "Books arc flowing at the peorle as fagt as soldlers! billets. ¢ they
read cverything nbout revelution. All Marxian books that have boen trons-
leted into Porsinn are bolng reprintod and gpread hand to hand and house to
heuse: Gopitol, Foris Commune, Communist Manifeoto, Whot Is Te Bo Donn?,
State and Rovolution, Imperdialism, Wrotchod of tho Eorth, Rlock Slcdn, White

. Masgks, Dying Cnlonidlism."s - A further aocount rerortod a new transiation
*f Morx!s 1844 Eseay on Alienated Iobor and innumerable leafleotas

Haw idiot:!.c indeed is tho bourgoois pross that keops repeating old
offiecial (SAV'LK"’) figuroa that Morxiots numbor but 2 percent of tho
populotian's

6022




S

II. The Mnin Enery I Alvnys At Memo

The workers in rovolutien nced ne "vangunrd partics® 4o tell them that
the main enemy is o% kome, that the eonflict betweoen lober and capital is
irreéoncile.blo, and that native capital has such nvervhelming tie-ing with
imperialism thet, if ita 1ifc is threntvened, the capitalists will certatnly
ask far imperialism te come to their aid.in bringing on the full cownter-
revolution, But under no circumstances does that mean any slockening of
the workers! rvm self-activity, self~organization, self-development, thus

decpening the revolutinn, Thﬁs, no sooner hnd Bazargan tried tn roossert
'his £ull authority by o tekeover ef the oll industry than some of the
warkers! leaders. at snce resigned from the workers! éoimitteea in pmtpat.
Iigten te Meharmmnd Javad hatemtts nppeal7 "To ALL d:l.‘L Workers. and Thoge

Vho Fight for Frcodami; T _ " _ .

" After 90 days of cur herole strike, during which we have cut eff
all gupplies of ‘oil — tho livelihoad of the renctienary regine
and of ity imperieiist backers —- and by the bleody struggle of
the people vie have suceceded in overthrawing tho Shoh,,, -

As & ropresentotive of tho oil workers — tho hoart of our indus~
try ~ ond &s one of the initiators of the strikes in the oil
flolds.ssI om resigning becouse I ean sec that reactionary
elements working under.the bonnct oL Islam are conscious
suppressirig the people's freedom and rights,.. '

It was you workers whe Tought and suffered Trom sackdngs, im-
prisonment erd the burnings of ouf homes ond sti11 we did not
give up becausc we BlL felt a responsibility 4o the whole of the
poople of I, Mysclf and othor representatives who were ree
sponsible for lending your struggle Jmow beotter than anybody that
it wag you yourselves thot ende the vietory —~- mot anyhody else...

We do not accept any dictatorship and will always support those
who fight for froodom...Wo must renamber and understand the nature
oL impericlism which s$i1l has everything in its honds,  Wo must
romomber what hoppened in Portugol, Argentinn and espeoeially Chile,
Until imperinlism is completely smashed such things can happen
again; ‘

Fhis t¥pe of workoer opposition, 4f 1% w11 once agnin develop a mass
bage, i3 the way to step the attempted counter-rovoluiion, provided that
we, os revolutisnordes, in tum, do not forget that to speak only ef anti-
imperialism as if imperinlism elomo was rogponalble for the counter-ravo-
lutlon in Chile, in Argentinn, or anywhore olse for thnt matter, ia o

deviation, I4% ie a deviation vory wolecome to and indeed caleulated by
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the indigencus eapitalists, That 15 to 3ay. native rulers will say nnything,

anything ot 213, so long os thoreky the elags atrugele é‘t ho;nc can be subor-~
dingted tn fighting everything "foreimm® ag Enemy §n, 1, Whot World War II

showed us was that, outside of Hitler himsclf, none were more adept at
- Pleying the notionalist game than Peron, and, contrary to Hf!."l:ler,’3 he
succeoded In g0 fooling the Left with his "anti-imperdnlism" that oy
hoiled him as o "revolutionexy", To thig day, Peroniem has so brain-
waghed the trede wnien mevement thot 1% followed him to the end.

Or lock at the Troislqyis‘bs this'vnry momont in Iran who, while cor-

rently fighting'U.S. imperinliem, arc so blinded by their positien that

- Russin is still a "workers! gtatc! rather than the other nuclearly—amed

" powor reaching for single world domination, that they only lay the ground
for "The Vangusrd sort ty" == Tudeh — who arc even lovder in their declnm-—-
tion ogaingt U,3, :meeriﬂlimn, as ir it woren't Stalin’s Russia that had
occupied Iren at the ond of \‘.’orld Wa.r IT as U.a. :L*nper:l.ulism and Great
Britain helped kaop Iron in 'i'ow d.uring World Wor IT.

Or look at how Khomeini is using the slogan of an‘t:i-:l.mperialism to
usher in his bourgeois Islamie rcpublic, to keep Kurdistan wi thin Iran
rather than granting the Kurdg, and the many othor minorities hmgem’.ng
for self-deterx:ﬁnation, their frecdom,

The first thing Khomeini deélarcd on Fcbrumy 19, vhen tho Kurds took

Up arms to. fight for the- au..onomy they had been rromised when thoy porti-
elpoted in the revolution ngainst the “hnh, was: "I will not tolerate this
unculiured behavior, I shall regard this as on uprising agninst the

' Iglamic rovelution," XNow that he bas ancinted himsclf as the "revolution-‘
ary" and all those who dicd for freedon and now live for it as "ecounter—
revolutisnarics'!y, he hnd his words given an old military voicc, The Shah's
Genorul Gharchnoy, now speaking as the Ayatollah's General, tried yolling
above the din ef the Kurdish arms: "The military will never allow any part
£ the country to seﬂedo." Eut the Kurds continued ‘thc struggle, claiming,
however, that 1% wes not scoossion but anly autonomy they were domanding,
For the timc heing there is a truce,

45 for +he Iranion wasges; thoy sursly heve no need of stntisticsg to
ottest to their miserable conditions of lobor and life. It is the urban
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poor, T® pereent nf whosc miserable woages — where 'théy have them — go for
rent, who were after all the sncs *n explouc on February 11 in Taheiz, What
I am pointing o 15 that the Iranian Revolutien started before the dnys of
insurreetien. The poor and the workers were alse the very onos who were
rivotal when the Army, tno, folded nnd many rank and file soldiers Joincd
.the mnsses and gave thenm arms, while Bazorgan and Khemeini had +he assurance
of zeme Generals that they indeed would change sides if they hnd assurance
they would once agaln esmmand! The Revolution smrted long ‘coi’rre the Ayn-
wollah Ehomeini ererged 44 lend dnd mi.,lead.

Unfortunately, all thosc powerful mass mobilizations, ond decths of
thousands, whieh culmincted in ending the Shah's and SAVAK's (CIA—-tmined
in tortu.re) dcspotism and ferrcrism end _erploitetion, are but the merest
boginnings of an\fthing nvv., that is te 8oy, worker—contrnlled. Unfartunn‘cely,
Khomeini stiil resnins very nearly unchallenged, that is serious‘ix tnchal-
‘lenged, as 1f hiz intmnsigesnce in demnnding "Death to the Shoh!', which hod
acted as a unifying force when the weok Nationnl Front wns still borgaining ‘
%ith the Shah, wasz, in fact, what had begun oand decpeneﬂ the revolutien, And,
mlforttmn-bcly, the Left, too, snd wnfurled ro new bammer of frecdsm, and some
ere willing I:o settle for much, much less, being port of State Adminis‘bm‘bion, .
that is, p..r+ of .the new ruling bureauerzey while shouting "nn’ci—imporialism."

Of ceurse U.3, imperi.a.u.ism is tho zost gigantic, milit..lristic, nuclearly- .
armed Titan in the werld. oOf course wa, as Americq.n revolutionnries, magt
work to see thot it never reesioblishes itself :I.n Iran or anywhere else. -
And, of course, we :rxust J.oint to the foct that 'thc rush to the present Middle
East treaty was 1nduce6 precisely by the fear of the c-nsequcnccs of the '
Iranian Rovolution.m ¥evertheless, we must not permit the indigonous
Iranien eounter-revolution to hide under the slogan of anti-imporialism, as
some in thu Lof$ are trying to do by branding not only U.S. imperiolism but
Kate Millet and, indecd, the whole women's révolutionnry moverent as 1if they
are "agonts of imperinlism.’ nil Wothing could assure the victory of tho
countcr—ruyolution more then:that kind of "mnti-impericlism.®

Let vs, jnstead, turn to the gcnuiné indigenous roots of o most unique

revolution, the very ono thnt is now being sv bandicd about as iLf +he only
point involved in 1it, grent though that wns for that year, was the Constitu-
tion of 1906, Thc Revolution lasted from 1906 to 1911. Ve tum to this
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period not enly fnr nationalizm but internatinsnalism, and not only, for the

- past but the prescnt.

II1I. Two Iranian Revoluiilons, 1906-11, and Todey's

One look at the 1906 Revnlution12

that tnday's Islamic celeorants keep nquiet about. One is its inspiration in
the Rusaian Revoluiion of 1905. Indeed, 1t was at the height, Hovember—
December 1905, that the first genersl sirike broke out in Teheran. While
today Iren means oil, in 1905 it was Haku, Rusgie, that meaat oll, and be-

will revea.L its two greatest features

cause thousands of Iranian oil workers wero in Russie end were inspired oy
the Russien workers fighting fonrism, they lenmmed also about a very new
form of orgunimtion — Soviets. This, then, was what became the fexm of

spontanenus orgc.nizr\ $imms in Imn ag well,

The uniqumess in Iron was thot. what had ataorted out, indigenously
enougb, as o secret orga.n.u'ation, became Anjumeni, & very neo.rly dunl gov-
ernment — loeel unlss organizcd indepondently of the Shah ond the Mnjlis

'Hy ropular electirns, defending their independence on the greund that there
wos too much burcoueratic corruption in the govemment, By 1967, these
afnjumenl were by no means iimited to Teheron ‘nujb fimeticned alse in Tabriz,'
Enzelu, and net only in the fowns, but aprecd %o rurnl arens. What is
jvenic is that ene -~ Shuster -- who wos very far remaved frsam gny an-
Jumeni, mach less that ef \.'mmen, revenled the historle role of the wamen

by the mere description er whnt happened: "The Persian women since 1007
had become nlmost ot o bovnd the most progressive, not to sny iadical, in
the world. fhat 'tt_fgs gtatement upscta the ideas of centuries mokes no
differences It is the foote" (p.191)

Shuster doscribea how Yout from thelr walled courtyards and harema
sarched 300 of that weok next with the flush of undying determination
in ‘thelr checks, they were clad in their plain black robes with the whito
nets of their voils droppod over thoir fnces. Hnny held pletols wnder
their skirts or in the folds ef thelr slocvos." (p.198)

Shuster soncludes: “During the five yoars following the succossful but
vloodlens rovelution in 1906 against tho opprossions ond oruelty ef the
Shah, & foverish and ot times fleree light chene in the veiled eyes of
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Persia's women, and in their struggles Tar liberty ond its modern expressisng,
they broke through same of the mnst snered custems which fer centuries past
hod beund their sex in the land of Iren,t (p.192)

It is true —— nnd this uniquencss exists wnto tndoy ond must under no
circumstences be disregorded in enping with the ulemaé, mdlahs and eyn-
tellahs —~ that the religious leaders sided with the revelutien, er at least
its first stoges., 4As agzinst Russin where, though Father Gapon had trig-
gered the opening of the Revalution vhen his march to the Tasar's Ealace was
transfermed inte Bloody Sunday in Jonuary, 1965, by thc Cszsacks firing
into the march, the Greelc Orthodsx Church sided vith the Tsor, the relie-
gious leadero in Tron went with the Ironien mnsses bwth in qppoaing Russian
don:..nution and dermandirg the Shah grant o Constitut" n and allew them te
esta.blish a ¥23j1i (Pariioment),

But cven here we must mee the negative features, For the first chapter,
the ene se celabratod now, the December 1006 Censtitution, limited the Shoh's
Fewer and prcduced 2 ¥ajli, There then followed many spatanesus organiza-
tlans that worked independently +f 1t, Once the Majli donvened, the reli=
glous lenders began mevang away frer any class struggle, By October 1907, )
“the Amendmerts the Majli passed rostored many pnwers to- the Shah, espectally
the supreme’ cdnmand e the armed forces so that one eould hoardly eall him ™
Just a figurehead, In any ease, Tsarlsm, which had beeh too busy putting '
dovn tho Russian Révalvtion to be overly involved im Iran, dccided te move
ageinst it, and by 1908 the Cessack Regimont bambarded the Majli and put
down the revolution. But hore still arether unique featurc emerges, Wheroas
the Russlen Revnlutien woa tetelly erushed in 1908, in Iran it reemerged,
and the Shah was driven from his thrwne., It took mere Cnasack brigades and
Britich impericliom as woll ao the Shah, after threo more years, finally
tn deotroy ontircly that Revolution,

Now, 1% is the differonce hetwoen tho Docomber 1906 Congtitutian and tho
Octaber 1907 Amendments which peint not Just te the duality in the Shiite
lendorship in varicus perieds wlithin an ongoing revelution. It points as
well to todny: the March 30 plobiscito staring us in the faco, Xhomeini-
Bazargon mugt nnt succcod Just becnuso they will have won 5o foke on Molee-
tlon." Yot wo carnot onteortain any {llusiens, It will be much, much
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bhexrdor far revolutiennrics ta funeticrn, The imminent eminter-revelution is
being ingtitutionnlized,

For that very rensnn we rust stnp cnother moment ot the 1905-06 Russion
Revolution, this time not eithor ns it eeturlly eccurred or how it inspired
the Iranian Revelution, but as it viag discussed ot the 1507 London Congress
of the Russion Morxists — Balcheviks, lenshoviks, Protsky who was in neither
tendeney +then, and Rnsa Tatemburg~Len Jogiches, thnt is, the Polish Marxists
who had in that Rovolutien Joined tke Russion party. This comnet be discussed
here in any fietail; thet T will de elsevahero.13 Here it is'sufPficient to
‘&ingle out from Resa Tuxemburg's speech whot'ie relevant for-todey. I am not
referring Yorher fameus theory of the Genersl Strike, which 1s cez:tninly ap~
Plirntle, ‘and indced we just show it in Iron develaping into the outright
insurreetion, ' - ‘ |

We, what we heve to hold in mind for further development is hor attack
on tho Mensheviica vino, on the ground that ".Rusaia. vas o technologically back-—
word land; wanted. to confine the Revelution in the contoxt of the very start
of the 1848 German Revolutlon, rether than at the end of that revelution whe
‘ Marx, in his 1850 Addrens te the Commmist League, celled for the permanent
revolution, Rosa inointed, ins%end, that not only was it right for the ground
, #f the Russian Revolution to be the end, not the beginning of 1848, as Marx
anolyzed, but, shnvo o.ll, we had to stort with what wee new In the 7905 Reve-
lution:, - B o .
The Ruséinn Iglcvolution‘ #2s not so much the dlest act in the serics
nf bourgeols revolutions of the-Fineteenth Contury os the fore—
uner of a now series af future proletorion revolutions, in which

the conscimus prolotoriat ond its vanguard, Seeinl Demoeracy, .are
destined historlcolly +to Mlay tho leading role., 14 ’

IV, Whora Mo ¥ow?
=0T S0 Sow?

.

Ezcl: revnlusion diacl-_afps something new and ﬁnique ond challenging, The
new in tho Iranian Revolution revenls bath new strength and new. wealmess,
Suroly the sus'cn'ined ma;so mobilizations in so doépotic o land, armed to the
toeth and primed by Nixon since 1572 to toke ovor the U.S,. policeman's beat
fer the whole Middle East, Was‘n‘othing short ¢f o miracle, capoeially when
you censlder that the Shah oxtonded thot Great Illuzion to bolieve he would
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be pivotal to the finrl confrontaticn between the twe nuelenr Titons: the U.S.
and Russine. Mercover, they were so sponisnaous thot ovon tho I,eft that always
likes to toke eredit for vansucrdism had to admit that not only wore they not
organized by nny party, but they scemed to be erganlzed by "anbody',

Yot it wowld be wrong to think either that it was only sprntancity thet wos
ot work, er that "nobodjr" rrgoenized 1t Were it so, Khomeini, £3r whom ene
miliion poured eut to welcome ‘hack, could net proceed so brazenly rmd‘ so rapidly
to iry tn saddle the Reyoelutisn with what he ecolls "Islomic Ropublic® and "Is—
lamic mornl cede,' and we olready saw it ot wark not only againa'i: the women but
ngainet t}-w life style of a whele new genemtion of revolutiomzy youth v.hn arec

tha very heart of this revolutisn,

or should‘ we entertain smy iilusden a:bout ‘the "guperiority" of the seculor
midfle—class intellectunls who think that becousc they see Khomeini as "symbol,
not philosopher ef revolution", that seme "grenter intellectusl! than he will
win in the end, Therc ie bub one grain of truth in thot ﬁretention, ond it
concexns, not intellectunls, but theory, There is mo doubt that the grest
weekness of - *he movement nov, and not only in Iran, is tho lack of theory,
a thccrv .'steming from o ph:.losoph_; of totsl libemt:l.on such as was and is
Yarx!s Humnnism, hig whole new continent ef thought from the moment ke broke

Lxem hourgeols seciety in 1843 until- his death, 1883, thnt is to-sny, frem hisg

Humanist Essays thrwush cz.pital and the Paris Commine tn his Ethnological Nate-'

bnnks.

It took nnthing short ef the Fi_rs"% Worid War‘m_ld the collapsc of th;; 85,
toblished Mersist (Socond) Intermtioho.ll before Tenin recognized that, with-
out philosophy, without the d:Lalectios of libemtion in thought as well as in
faci., o lnrxlsm reduced to economics was inndoquate. In any dase, what'is most

relevant for today, and not enly for Iran, is to do awny with ¢litism and such
quick slagans as the need for an "Aprdil Thosis! te "roarm tha party,;" ag 1t
that meont Trotsky'sz thesry ef pormonent rovolution with its buiit-in undere

estimation ef the rovolutienary rele of the negaantry.w

Trotsky's illusion that the April Thesis mcant Tenin's M"aeceptonee of
rotaly!s thoory ef permonent revolutien notwithetanding, the real relevance
of en "April Thesis" for the fransition period now in Iron is not the Fforcod
identity with that thoory thet Trotsky built up, Rother, the plo in focts »f
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how it came o be is what we hope will help the Ironion cemmdes work out on

the basis of the indigennus and the new, the revelutionary nationol and inter-
notienzl forees of revelution, their path o seeinl revolutlon, their mave from
"February” not enly to April but to "October,™

It wes the shock ef the simdtonelty of the sutbrealk of World War I ond
the collapsc af the Second Internntional ’chaf compglled Yenin te return to
¥orx's ordging in the Hegelion dislectic and see thot, without it, Marcism
wag reduced to vulgar materialism. He refused t6 stop with mcre‘ exposure
of the betraynl, Rother, with Capitel in hand as woll as the political
thesis of the need tn ™furn the Tmperdalist War dinte Civil fiar," Tenin
delved into Hegel's Solcnec of Logie, OFf all the revolutionary Marxdets —
Tuxeaburg, Trotsky, and many, many ethers ~ Ionin alone decided that firet of
all he must reorginize his own method of thinking ond doing, ‘

In a word, before the April Thesis was and -ceuld have bocn written, there
camz, £irgt, Lenin's Fhilssoprhis Notebooks (preéisoly, his Abstract of Hegells
'Seienoe of Iogic!). Then he worked out his theory of ImEeJ:':Lal:l.smw — hiw
confrontotien with the now stote of nconeny —— mONnopoly énpitnlism on the way

1o otn'te—monopoly-r-ap'l.tn.ll smy not outside 'of 1ts rclationship to the prale-

tariat but es reluued te the transformntion into epposite of a sectisn of the
rrolu'te.rio.t 'bh:rb did gnin from eapiteliom!s extensien into imperialism, Thirdly,
.ond above all, ceme A rand l:i.vn rovolution — the Irish Easter Rebellinn, 1916 w—
whish gave o new dimension to the "Watiennl Question" ca acli‘udetermin..tion, ag )
"the boollius" nf proletorian revolution. o, .

Finally tho determinant cmerges for that proletarian revolution — State.
and Revolutier (originally callcd “Marxdism and the State") — and enly after
that ceuld "rearm" the Party, Far from that producing any sort of debato about ‘
dictetorship af the proletarint er dictatorship of the rroletarint and the
peasantry, whnt resulted — and where we should hegin ~- iz "All Power to the
Sovicts," that is to say, all power in the hands of tho masses, their forms of
of orgenisation, their control of preduction and the stote, their smoshing of
the bourgeeis stnte, and by werking eut n now relotionship of theory to practico,
and the movement from practilce tn theory, the cotablishmont of new human rele-
Hons, Ve kave, after all, 62 ndditionnl years of expericnce, have scen Russia
and Chinn alse bocome tronsformed into their opposite, with both vying for U,5.
imperdelisn's allianca! Surely' vic carmot behave as if nothing hnd happoned in
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all those deendes of moturntien, abnrted revolutiens as well as revolutiens
trongfermed intn oppnaite,

There is ne wey to cxtend and decpen the revnlutien if Bazergon is allowed
to reduce to o censultotive rale the function of sthe cormlttecs nrganized by the
vorkera to run the plants and offices, The faet thnt thé Prime Minister fcels
impelled to take tos the air waves to declnim agoinst what he cq:L‘Ls "tho dan-
gerous logic n covicts! +'ur‘l:hcr c:n.po.,cn his c..nituli stiec fear of the clementel
rzssien for froedom released by the angoing rovelution, Ayntellab Khomeinils
stepping the revolutionary tribunnls'against the Shoh's most powerful and
vicieus henchmen ir the SAVAK and in the government hos fecused an just.how
rapidly he is tumming the cleck baﬁk, and by ne means i'nly ot the expense of thco
\'mmen'q Trecien Thopc cots of rctrogression are not only dangerous logic. Thoy
aro acts nf outr*gnt com'tnr-revc"ution._ Tet us extend our solidarity to the
- embattled revolutionarics -- the new generation of revolutionnry students as
well ns workers: Women's Iiberotionists ns well os nationnl minorities fighting
for self-determinetinn, Tet us extend the activiiies 'horc to otop the inter-
fering hond of U, S. imperiuli"m hmgering for eil ond the stmtegic locaticn
for its nucleo.r glcbal cim, '

The struzgle emmtinues,
Roya Tunayovskoyo
Dotrolt, Michigon

"HOTES:

1Thn.t this is net the finst t:Lmo Amf.:-.t helped gt ﬂo on- pngning revolution
was seen clearcst in Lobonon. Sce Pollticol-Philescphic Letter Wn, 6, August
1976, "Lobanen: The Test Not Only of +he BLO but +hc Whele I.eft "

%L Mendo (3-14-79) prints an ai-ticlo, NLoft G_roupa Advigo Women Agninst
Continuing Strect Demonstrotion," by its correspondont in Tcheron, Joon Susyas,
that quetes o leader of the Fedaycon condemming the women demonstroters far
wonkening the Bozorgan govermment, thus lotting "the eruntry sink into o eivil
wor which will profit nobedy." Evidently that rart of the FPednycon,. Mooist—
tinged and otherwise, is recdy to settle for becoming pert of the state!

3500 “Under the Vhip ai‘ tha Countor-Rcvolution- W11l the Revolution in Pori—
ugal Advanco?", Nows & Ietterg, Jan.~Feb., 1976,
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*g0e the pow yor: Tines (3-11-79) which lists cight of the demonds.
.

“See "Eyewitness repert: Iran's wmgeing revelution! (Nows & Letters, March 1979)
which further describes "the solf-activity, scli-orgonizing ond creativity of the
masses of the pocple. It hnz amazed bnth revelutiennrics ond rooeticnncies. In
every elty and village you con find 21l kinds of self-crcated committecs, councils,
agsnelatiens and ether formo ef nrgenizotions, such: as Kenoen (which means focus)
or Anjomons (sovicis)e Every stratn hos its own orgnnizetion: students, writers,
laviyers, teachers, bazar merchants, bank and government staffs, and workera.
Vinrkers Cemmidttoes hove dischorged nll the goveornmont made wnilons and enlled for
formatien of o 'Confederatinon of Iranian Warkers!," Sec nlso the cyewitness
aceount in Intercontinentol Press (2-26~75).

6I’e:-c:.t.zl:i.arly cnougi, this appears in one of the most scrious articles in the
Sunday Megozine of the New York Times (3-11-79): "Ircn: Heart of the Metter,"
by ReW. Apple dr., huod af the BYT's London Burenu. It 1llustratos how very
"loglecl" the dawnfoll ef the Stoh appears new, though o few months back no one
-among these spets would have seon "How could the Shoh, n monnrch who commanded
more Tanles thun the Bridish Army, more helicopters than the U.S. 1st Cavalry
in Vielnom, be prossured so necatly out of powor?" Very obviously the bourgeeis
Journelists 53111 have $o learn hoth of “the power of the masscs and the power
of the iden af freedem of those "2 percent" of Marwistao, '

" arc using the translation that appeared in Sociclist Review (¥arch 1979). -

_BSomc in the Arab world were so despercte nbout ever ridding themselves of
" Western impericlism thev they couldn't resist even Hitler's blandishments. See
U.S. =2nd Hussis Enter the Middle-East Cockpit by Royn Iunayevskeya (Hews & Let-
tors, Detroit), Imcicn Rey, in "Persia in Perapective" (Neow Ieft Review, Summer
196?‘S ‘Tightly cclls attention o the fact thot there is a "counber-revolutionary

. imperialism,® _ ) ' :

9Tht;.- Vioshington Pest News Serviee (reprinted in the Detroit Hows, 3-25-79) -

ran 2 quite infarmative artiele. by Jonathan C, Randndl sbout those conditions of

* labor und roblems of minorities, os well o5 testifying to the faet that infine-
tion rmn at a 50 pereent elip, while the unemployed nurbored 3,5 million.

1050e the Editorinl "Egypt-Isrocl: U.S. Imperinlism's Middle-East Outpost!
(Bews & Tettors, Aprid 1979). -

11Boside the Le Monde article eited above, which reported.tho slanders .of
the Fedayzen cgeinst Kate Millct, the Women's ILiberationists demonstroting in
Detroit in soliderity with the Iranian women had their own expericnce of being
hecldlod by Ironian students, mestly Mooists, combining their slogans against
U.5. impericliem with "Leag Live Khemeini", The fellowing week, they held a
press cenference in which, onee again, they slandered Kote Millet and had the
£all to elaim that, though the Iranian women hed invited hor, she did not re-
presont the Iranion women, Prosf? No one stopped her expulsion. Did they
ever try to siop o siate power ond its gosns? Soo the Detreit Freoo Press
(3-21-79).. _

12The mogt relevont book is The First Russion Revolution: Its Impaet on
Asin by Iver Spoetor {(WJ: Prentico-Holl, 1962). Far.irom boing, as the ethor
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books listed; out of contoxt of the Mussion Acvalutirn, 1t is direetly related
te it, and though the auther is o brurgeris scademic, he is ebjective. The brok
that is on dn-persen necount iz The Strongling of Persizc (A Poraonal Hersotive)
by W. Morgon Shuster {Y: creenviood Pross, 1968; copyright 1912). Two other
Workts on this perdod arc The Persicn Revelution of 19¢5-1909 by Edward G, .
Browne (London: Cnmbridge University Press, 1910) and The Ghuster Mission and
Ihe Persion Constitutiencl Rovelution by Robert A. MeDaniel (Mimmeapolis:-
Biblirctheer Islamion, 19747, . "

ihe mozt currcnt beoks from the Left in English connet compete with cither
deily reports er actunl revolution, = 5ti1l they showld be consulted for back-
greund, Sec the fallewing werks by Fred Hellidey: Arabin Without Sultons
(Penguin, 1974) and Iron: Dletatorship and Development (Felieon, 19797,

1 ) .

'3I will develog this in wy ‘hook-in-progress, Rosa Iuxemburg, Todey's
Women's Literation Movoment, and Marx's Philese T Revelution, which will
include the fxengintion T the specches by Rosn Luxemburg from the Congregs..

14Minu‘tes af '{:Ho Fifth RSDRP Congress vihdch :Lndludcs the speech are wn-
aveilabile 1a English, . :

15

Thot Treteky!s own writings are more telling thon any Stalinist slander
about "undercstiration of the Ieopeniry” can be soon in "Ieon Trotsky as '
Theoreticimt, ¢k, 4 (g «128-15C; in my Pldloscphy ond Revolution (Dell, 1973).

16

Notebaoks on_Imperinlism (Collented Works, Vol 39, Moscow, 1968), pp.719-28,
which jlhcw that Lenin rcferred 4o beth Shuster's ond Browne!s bocks (cited
above, . ) .

More relevant then the hook Imperialism itself are the hoftier




