GRAVE CONTRADICTIONS IN THE TRANTAN REVOLUTION

November 27, 1979

Dear Friends:

Were it not for the Iranian Rovolution that @5 ~- and may still resume .
and deepen, as it‘ is by no means over, despiie the counter-revolutionary stage now
being carried out by the Iram demazogue, Khomeini, whoso insanities are being match-
ed by CGarter's saber-rattling -- this would be the time for saying one thing and
one thing only: "A plague on both your houses," '

. .I

Because, howover, of the remembrance of the Iranian Revolution as it
ovérthrew the Shah's barbarous regime backed by U.S. imperialism; bocause of the
romembrance of Yomen's Li‘beration's'rmﬂ:lsal to wear the chador, challenging Kho-
lhe:‘mi’s oltempt to turn the clack.ba.ckward and roduce women 1o a feudalistic state;
and because of the gontinuing rebellion of the Kurds. as well as the Arab oil workers
in Wmozestan against Khomeini, along with the other minoritscs' struggles for solf-
'detemination(l) -~ it is necossery to take a socond look at tho new form of- the
occult which is écming out of Khomeiniis Tran and calling all othera,-a.nd'not only
U.S. imperialism, "mussed £i ei-ard" ("the corrupt of the carth"). . Tt is impexa~-

‘tivé to prectice dialuc‘i:ics, rather than to act mn first rcacti.on, as if tailenf}ing
Khomeini's opposition to the U,S. is genuine opposition to Amorican imporialism,

* Of course the hatred of tho Iranian people for that bubcher, tho Shah,
and their opposition to U,s, inperielism, vhich had put him. into power and kept
him thefe, is not only real and justifiable for Iyanians, but was real and justi-
fiabla for the many Americans who beth ckposed tho truth of the.Shah's tortures of

. tho Iranian poople and _exzrr:éssed their selidarity with Iranian revolutionaries,
Of course the Carter Adninistration was well awarc of the opposition not only in
- Iran but in this ‘country to granting any asylum to tho Shah, and for a whilo --
a very short while ~- Cartor was Torcod to rosist tho prossures of Nixon, Kissin-
ger and David Rockofellor's Chaso Menhattan Bank to bring the Shah to the U.S.
But following tho tune of that ncr Plad Pipur, Khomoini, sgainst "infidels" and
"satanic domination" is anything but struggling oither against U.S. imperialiam
or showing solidarity with the Ivanian Rovolution,

All one has to do to soo tha dogoneration of tho so-called Revolutionary
Council in Iran is to see the now “left=covoring" givon by tho current acting
foroign scerotary, Bani-Sadr, who is trying to instituto an Yranian version of Pol
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Potism, Listen to tho interview Buni-Sadr sranted to Eric Rouleau in Le Mendo
(11/20/79): “Toneran is a nongirous parasitic city, which absorbs by itself one~
half of tho national consuzvtion .., we will cmply it of somo of its poople by
creating in the countryside industrial and agricultural production units."

Unfortunatoly, ovori the more recognizable Left =- Trotskyism, far from
practicing any rovolutionary dialectics, is busy tailending Khomeini's Iran.(z)
The Intercontinental Pross (IP) of 11/19/79 and 11/26/79 keops talking of a "Now
Upsurge in the Tranian Fevolution." It oven sces anti-U.S, imperialism in Khow
mef ni's vhrase "satanic domination" in the arrogant messago Khomeini sent to the

equally arrogant Pope, telling the lattor that the way the "Christian world (can)
redeom itsele" ig ‘by following Islamic Iran's:fight against "infidels," Tt is
" impossible not to ask whothar there isn't a coincidenco betweon this and the one
democra.tic gosture by Khomcini which allowed some of the banned papers to reapponyr,
- including Radax (Horker), tho paper of tho Iranian Socialist Workers Party (HKS).
In any case, the very fivst issue, 11/17/79, of Kadar to reappesz cited Khomeini's
statement to the Pope 0s proof of "how anti-imperialist" Khomeini wa.s.(B) Furthor-
nore, continuad IP, tho helding of Amorican hestagos by the Iranian students (who,
not 5o incidentally, eall thenselves “Followc?rs of the Imam") “re-omphasizos the
‘beople’s historic demand for political and aconomic iridependcnco-from.world ime
_porialism,”

In what proletarian rovolution, dxa.ctly, was the taking of hostages =~
and not the rulors,’ bzt some feirly low Embassy porsonncl -- held to bo a revolu-
tionary tmctie? Sinco vhen hes war and revolution ‘been medo syhohomous?' Isn't
it about time that I-iarxist-rcvolutionarios ‘labelled Khomoini's cndless repotition
of “we are mon 'of war" "looking Forward .to rartyrdor!’ for what it is, by citing
Harx who wrote that Napoloon, the ultimate countor=-revolutionary, "substituted
pormanent war for permencnt revolution"y

In Iran today wo havo a demagoguc, oponly lying that "U.S. imperialiem
and its corrupt colony, Isracl" were involved in tho occupation of tho Grand
Hosque in Hocca, whoro no infidel - and all oxecopt Muslims arc infidols - is .
oven permitied to cntor., He kopt repoating thie brazen lio oven aftor his follow
Huslims, the Saudi Arabien authoritios, not only donied any U.S. and/or Israoli
involvement, bul showed that the sacrilegious act was porpetrated by a fanatical
sect of tho Muslims whosc leador c¢leimod, himsali“)& to bo tho MNossiah, Bven thon
Khomeini orocceded to piress the Big Lio's impact wxproosing  “great Jjoy" at the
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fact that the U.3. Epbassy in Pakistan had boon put to the torch and twoe Americans
killed, '

But the Trotskyists continue with their fairy tale Loftism, since they
do support the Kurda' struggle for self-determination. However, what they play up
is that some Kurds supposedly supported Khomoini, and what thoy cover up is that
nonc loss than tho two most important Ayatollahs after Khomoini - liontazeri and
Behesti == called the Kurd leaders Yagonts of Sav‘ak, Zionists and corrupt sources,"
Since it was just at the perled when Khomeini was trying to claim that the #hole
of Iran was for him, h¢ teok to the air and said that this statomont by the Aya-
tollahs was a "porsonal view," But these “peracns” arc not just any persons.

They hold tho rositions of President and Vwe Prosident of the Assembly of the
Experts that has just comploted the draft Constitution to bo shoved down tho throats
of tho Iranian peoplo on Dec, 2 and 3. Indeod, many boliove thoy undoubtedly. wore
the two who instigatad the occupa.'b:l.on of tho Embassy by the studonts,

II

Hhat the media hus not shown is that d.uring'the demonstrations in front
of tho U,S. Embassy, thors was also a storming of the Ministry of La‘bor(,s), in
which the mass of unerﬁploycd.‘ -« and there arc no less than two million wnemployed
in Ivan now -« wore Gemanding johs, Nor aro thoy reporting tho cont:.nuing strug-"
gles of tho Kurds, much looz tho fact that some Marxistc have gone undorground

to continue a truly rcvolutiandrv strugglo against Khomoini's- usurpa.tion of the
fruits of thoir rovolu'{:ionary overthrow of tho Shah,

:

Anothor of the many evonts unroportod in the mass media at tho tamo it
happened ( and still kout from tho rogional TV) are tho bloody riots Khomeini
instiga.tcd against the present rulers of the island of Bahrain in August, demanding
tho establishmient of a "purc® Islamic government, .tho abolition. of 211 "Wostorn
ways," ospecially TV, and tha roenstnhlishniant af +ho sorarntion of mon and samon
in 2311 public placos. Tho riots wero put down by the curront rulers, but so
worricd aro thoy about Khomoini's influonce, his ability to foment robollicns a-
gainst othor Muslims who do not wish to unito "ag one" against "the West" - and
tho East -~ and whom Khomaini thon accusos of "crimos aga:mat Cod," that thoy have
hushed up the Auguast xiots,

This is only part of Khomoini's own typo of imporialism., Besides tho
claim to Bahrain, ho has rotainod =e dospita a challenge by Irng == tho Shah's
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1971 occupntion of tho throo islands of Abu Nusz and CGroator and Lesscr Tunb, :
Those islands arc situatéd near the Straits of Hormuz » through which passes nearly
half of tho Yest's oil imports.

Furthermore, Khomeini has lashed out ageinst any Iranian who dares to say
that he i3 for Iran first and for Islan second. He calls that "blasphemy." At the
samc time, when thc; PLO éﬁggostcd that the Persian Gulf be remamed as either the
Islamic or the Arabian Gulf, ihomoini rejected tho suggestion at once, Hin insis-
tence that Islam -~ his interprotation of Islam =~ st aldays como first, does not
in any ﬁé,y nitigate his disdein for Arabs, Not oniy was hoadopant that the Pe:_:sia.n
- Gulf retain its 'name, but his 6pposi'i;ion to tho Arab oil workers and any claim for
solfde‘hcrminatioh, is total. Arafat was gquickly brought down to size when he
triced to intercede for the Amcricen hostages. That docsn't mean that oither Arafat
or all the. Arab statc rulors meoting in Tunisia had enything to say for Khomeini --
with the coxception of Libyd, andcven their pro<Khomoini stanceé did not teke priori-
'hjr ovér seliing 01l to tho Yest,

_ And in Iran ,.. itsolf, the so-called Rovpiutiona.ry Coﬁncil i i_tso_lf,_ faction-
, viddon with pro-Libyan, pro-Syrian, pen Tslamic factions; and though ‘thoy cach bow
to Khoneini now, it doesn't mean that would hold if other Muslim countrios act out
their dissont, At tho samo time, Hussoin of Ira.q has no intention whatover of
bowing to Khomoini, Indoéd,' h'q hag already once threatoned an j.pvasion and is, at
tho moment, arming some Kurds to start a rovp'll't within Iran,

IIT

And ﬁha.t, exactly, is being propared for -t_ﬁo Iranian j:oople once this

nonth of mourning, the Huharram, is ovor? Well .,' they aro to ongage in a reforon-

T=alt Constitubion which tho Ayatollehs Montazari and Behosti
have drasm up. Anyone who has any illusions that this Constitution boars ony ro=-
somblanco whatsoover to the ono thot wag inspired by the First Russian Rovolution
of 1905-190?, whon the first Shah was overthroim, or evon as the Mulinhs apended
that Constitution whon thoy brought the Shoh beck, should take a loock at tho now
institution of tio Offico of Roligious Guardian which has tho right to voto ovor
ovorything and anything passed by tho state ruloers and is also the suprome commendor
over the armed forces, .

Tho point is that tho Constitution doos nothing but try to logitimize
Khomoini's usurpation of the victory of tho werkors who achioved tho actual ovore
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throw of the Shah. It cannot solve tho crisis in Iron, anymoro than staged demon-
strations before the U.S, Dmbassy and tho sacrificial usc of hostages can stay
the hand of U.S. inperizlism.

Theo groatost danger now liocs in the monmentum galned by Khomeini's deme~
goguery, which night trigger Apocalypsc How! That is the brink at which the world
now stands. Khomeini and Carter may not flinch as they preparc for such & con-
frontation. But the world must do overything to stay the hands of both rulers.

In the imperative strugglc cgainst the savage -~ ° racism in this country

against Iraniazn students, we must never. forget that the underlying rocism that has
alvays been shown egainst the Blacks has actually beon directed also against revo- .
lutionaries and minorities, though in depth it has been differently exprassed
racially, Uhat I om saying is that not only must e remembor the horror of U.S.
conccntmt:.on canps againet Japancse-Americans during World War II, at the very
time wi.on no such strocitics were committed against Hozis in ‘this coun'bry. The
case %ﬁa.%nst ench vhite fascist was treated as an {ndividual case. Wo must ree-

. nember/the fact that Aperican revelutionaries nave long fouglit this, have long’
fought U5, d:.p.l.'t...llam-mporml:i.sm and its wars, does not mean *that we accept, as
a roevolutionary gestu.:c, the opposition to American capital:.sm by anothexr capltal-
ist or roliglous fanatic, any more than wo accopted'Nazism or Japanése militery
opposition to Amerlcan capit..l:.sml as anything bub an inter-imperialist fight.

Cf course tho mailed fist of (Prtor must bo stopped, and his is also the
hand that can rolease a nuclear holocaust, which would put en end to civilization
an we have known it, Rovolutionary cpposition agninst Amoricon imperialism cen.

‘be carried through orlly if we railsc a banncr of H_hﬂ.t sie are for. And what we arc
for is not tuming tho clock back to somo form of occultism.

Anyono vho trics to gild o noco-fascist occultism, forgetting that the

Mpaeee=" that Hitlor mobilized were mobilizod for countor~rovolubionary purposes)
anyono who trics to say that Khomeini's constant rofcrences to tho "disinhorited
massos” is akin to Mao's "Cultural Rovolution",should bo made to ronember that --
though Mao was once a rovolutionery, and though lno did lebor under the illusien
that neking Russia "Enony No, Ono" (likc Khomeini's maling tho U.S. "Satan")

was the way to f.‘i%lgt for world socialism -- Moo ended by rolling out tho Red
Carpot for Nixen. As wo said then, tho "rovolutionary" Haolst apologists who
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were uilling to foxgive lino overy crinc on carth znd leave o fow blanks for those
he might create later, were rovealing that onc and only one organtc trait charec-
-torizes them 2ll: tailendisp to a sitatc poucr, This is tho omct opposite to
what Marx's Haxwispn is =-- the strugglc for a totally ncow, classless, social order,
based on totally nev human relations. Anything short of that spells out botrayal.

Yours,
RAYA

FOOTNOTES

(1) Sec my Political~Fhilosophic Lietter, "Iran: Unfoldment of, and Contradictions
in, HRevolution, Harch 25, 1979, published by Nows & Lotters.

(2) And if a Trotskyist should darc 4o say that following Khomeini is 1like "follow-
ing" Father Gapon in 1905, thoy should at least have loarned fron Trotsky that,

far from-any Bolshevik or ienshovik or So¢inl Revelutiopary or oven Liberal follow-
ing Fathor Gapon, the twuth was that Fr. Gapon himself tumod against the Tzar and
for the movement aftor the army fired on:their domonstration.

" (3) ‘Romembrance, historie remembrance, has a wey of ropeating itself as if it woro
an ongoing cloment in ovory orisis. Nothing mooms nmore rolovant now than Trotsky's
analysis of the Big Lic Stalin porpetretcd by staging thd infamous lPscow Frame-up
Trials, 1936-38, apainst tho "CGonoral Staff of the Rovolution", including Tukha-
chevsky, uhon Stalin accused of nothing short of dealing with Nazi Gormany. The
neoded reovolutionary attitude whon such a2 1lic is perpetratedy Trotsky told me,

* is thet it is not cnough just not to bolievo tho Big Lié. Tho fact is; ho con-

tinued, that the reason the Big Lic is so much more nonstrous than the ordinary

lie i5 becauso its. yweneditation hidos the sinister motivation that would havo put
everyoenc on the alcrt, had thoy known the truth. Vhat Stalin was accusing Tukha~
chovsky of, ho oxplained, night very well be what Stalin hinsclf was doing or plan-
ing to do.. The trinl balloon townrds that end, which dircets hatred towards the
accused, cnlls for & gront deal more than just o dofonse of the wrongly accuscd. -

Ho must be prepercd to f£ight sone new “poppery dish" that Stalin is reudying --

perhaps a deal with Hitler., That was preeisely what happencd the followiug year,

tho Hitler-Stalin Pact of 1939. - . :

(#) Sco christian Scienco Honitor 11/16/79: "Constitution Gives Clorgy Confrol
in Tran" by Geoffroy Godsell.

(5) christian Seienco Monitor, 11/21/79

(6) Soc both thu chapter on "Tho Thought of lMao Tsco-tung" in.my Philosophy and
Hovol ution (Dell, 1973) and “Mao's Last Hurrah" °, Politionl-Philosophic Lutior,
Feb, 27, 1978, publishod by Nows & Lottors. Sinco the designation of Russia

as "Zncmy Number Cne" is the one iao legaoy the post-Mao londorship is scrupulous«
ly following out, soe algo "Fosb=liao China: !Mhat Now?" in Now Essays (Nows & |
Lotters, 1977" ).
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