RESOLUTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATISN
THR FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AND THE WORLD GOCIALIST REVOLUTION

I, Introduction

The crisls of humanity 1s the erisls of tke prelatsrion lea-
dership. Such was theo opening cecutence and the theme of the thesls
‘whieh estnblinhed the political pesitlon of the Founding Cnnference
of the Fourth International., Tod.y sopitelism faces the magses :
with socompllaotiing the grestest hlatorinal tasks 1n order to antis-
£y thelr aimplest demonds.

The confllct between the develomment 4 the productlve forces |
and the social relations now threatena the destruction c¢f civiliza-
tion itgelf. '"lindern scelslism i3 nothing but the reflex in thdughi~
of thia setusl ennfllct, 1ts ldezl reflectlion In the mindas first ‘
of the class which ls directly aufferlng under it, the working— )
clags." (Engels) In London, Parls and Rome, the cry rices from the
maoges for an end e the barbariasm, and the exploitation of the .
monowoliats of capital; in Java, Korea, the Fhillvplnes, Indla,

China and Africa, the vanguard of the cclonlal masges 1ink thely
. desire for natlionel freedom with the destruction of omplitaliast Im=-
2 rislism as an eccnonlc aystem. In such o world sltuaticn, the "
_Pourth Internatlcnal &5 the only revelutlonary NMarxist corganization

In the world faces the deocinive perlod of ita exlatence.
. : 1. .

1. The War and the Décline of the Bourgenisis
Cless Relatlons ipn 1839 *

In 1939 the bourgenisie na a whole had .reached a stage of de-

“generation where ita representdtiven were rottlng on their feet, -
Conversely, the praletarlst had & deep, organlec, insurmountatle
urge to tear itoelf free from the bloody capltallat ohsos. . Tha
Furepean proletarist had leot 1ta democratioc aund pacifint illusiona.

- and hed. repestedly talken the rosd of revolution.. Even in the Unl«<.
ted States 1t had shown 1ts inctinctive strlving to raige itaelf:
to the level of the tasks ifmposnd upon 1t by hiatery. Byt the les~
ders of the Second and Third Intermnationals, and the trade unlen * .-

Cbureaucrats in the U.S. tled ts the exlsting forces of oleas rule, ™
stifled and betrayed and orushed the revolutlonary attempta and ;
revalutionary preassure nf the masaes. Such was the analysis and
such indeed the very phrases of the Fourth Internatloncl a3 expreaas
ed in the person of itz founder, Trotaky. The hiatory cf the pro-
letariet ia not & hlatery of revizfonlam, tut of repeated attempis
to break away from it.

Iroduction and World Viar IX

Never before did bourgenls production accomplisch such marvels
-ag durlng the war, but Lt wuo preclsely the inonpaoclity to uae thes
miraoles except for capltalliastie purposes that hus accomplished 1ta
ruin. The wer of 1514-1318 had used the technologioal developments,
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of the 19Lh wentury Lotrousport great masses of men to the battle-
field, By 1939)Hazism used the great develomments of the 20th cen~
tury, the Dlesel englne and the rndlo, to tranafer the moblllty of
men and filre~power to the batilefleld Lltself. The air above und
all enemy territory becume one vast battleflield, HNot to conatruot,
tut merely to keer 5,000 flrst line planes In action required in

all & personnel of a milllion and 8 half men, The transformation of
all the inatruments of labor into Iinatruments only usable in cemmon,
the economizing of oll mecna of labor luto comblned soclalised law-
bor reiched helghts which earrlied to the last stapes of antagoniam
the clpss ocontradiotlions hidden under the flcoction of natlicnael unity.
Not only the socinl snd politieul relations Lut the develorment of
the rroductive forces for totul war showed that the length of the
war could rnot be coloulated in tems of the military power of the
orposing imperlalists but only in terms of lits effects upon soclety
itaelf, \The defles n{%ﬁ}gﬂgﬁgand the air asaanult on Britaln showed
how impossiblé 1t was Tor the war to continue for ten or fifteen
vears. To this busle conslderction had %o be addad the scelal im-
possibllity of Hitler's .subjugsting the advanced populatlicns of
Eurore to his wlll. ) :

The Pefes’.d Imperlalisms

* With nations thus economically and soclallyorgeanized, military
defeat was synonymous with soclal ruin. Tpat i3 the history of the.
war. The volume of the German Dblow against Foland desztroyed nol
only the Polish state but_the Follsh bourgeolsie, A 2imilor stroks

against France broke the Frenol state and rcduced the Fpench bourge=-

olsle Lo bepggary. The Lmerlcan vioktory over southern lbaly shab-

" tered the Ifalian stste snd the Italinn bourgecisic, The comblned’
atroltes of Hussian and Anglo-fimerican lmperislism destroyod nob i
only the mlilitary apparatus of the German atiate but the CGerman
bourgeolsic. The atomic bomb merely drumatized the crowning blow
which destroyed the Jypanese state, snd redused to yuln the Japan-
ese bourgeolale. . . . , A

Vet 2 2ingle oxisting European govermmsnt could have been re- .
stored without the mlllitury, ecornomle ond dilplomatlo mssistance of .
the Anple-Amerloan-Russisn imperlalisma. The ruling classes of
Furope in particular are Incapable of tho most slementary duty of
any raling oloss - that of feeding, clothing end houslug the people,
Frante, for example, 1s reduced to sending a former Prime Minister
abroad to beg for food. Buch reorgeniz ntlon of Eyrope as the vie~
torious imperiallsms undertoke is carrled out without aven the for-
mality of representatisn by a single one of the ZEuropen powers,

The Surope&n structure as a whole ls shattered from top to boltom
and from end to ond. The economic strusture of Western Europe ia

a oollection of military zones which ration calories end atarvatlom, .

In Japan, Korea, Indo-China, the Enst Indies, Mplaya, Singa-
pere, Burma, and the Phillpplves wherever war paaced, the former
ruling oclegses are in & more or less simllar pesition. Elther 41~
rectly or indirectly {nglo-Amerlean or Russlon imperialism hpld to~
gother the old soclal order by arms and supplles and the corruption
of the revolution by Stalinlam.
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The Viotorious Imperinliaomd

mhe victorisua powers are deminnted by snd do not dominnte the
common oaknotrenhe, Uritish lmpeklaliom, without Amsricon ald,
would be unable to prevent 1taelf sinking into a third clasa powor,
Little newn cmergea from £ntalit:ricn Ruasla, but the atraln and
the devastotlon of war are tot overcome elther by propagenta or
by the lecting of dafeovted countrles, If, nlene ameng the lmper-
faiist notions, the Unlted Statos has develeped n tremendour ecn-
nemie pewer, it has thereby developed to.an urprecedented degree,
it3 own Internal contradletisns. Before 1t oun exploit, Lt fooed
the Impoaslblé task of restering some elementsnf oréer tc hnlf the
world. It is in irreconclluble conflict with n Ryasin strategi-
caliy placed tn Europre and Asia and pided by tne far-flung Yemin-
tern. .

If the Peurth Internatlonal, Aesnlte its smoll- numbars, entor-
ed Lnto the wor with its hannera flying, today it ruceel tta togk
not with any subjectlve optimism, but with an wnahskatbie ceanildence”
1n its own destiny, born of the cruslty, the ‘tarbarlsw:, and the
helplessness of the pourgeoisie, vietim of ite own contendling paa-
siona. . - )

2, The War and the Rige of the Froletarist

I{ the wor carried to on extreme the ruln and cenfuslon of the
pourgeolasle, it unloeosed.alan a tpemandous revolutionary upsursge
among -the masses, Tar from belng burled back to some indefinite
period In 1ts pagt, the proletariat has displayed in the last few
years 1t3s tremendous reservolrs of class energy in the areedy or-
ganiz-tion of the resistance riovements ond immedintely nfter the
defent of Hitler, of ita trade aniona and pollitiend martlies. )
#hile Foacism it £h6 h tEht of 1td %%fceﬁs amnahod the workera! or-~.
ganlzatlona /i LSRR Fhe.MuPARiv Lty of Faselsm in defeat
_helghtened the consclousness and activity of the working olnay, In
few inotancea has the tpgtinctive power of the proletariat been peo
displayed as in the orgunizstion of the movement 'in Foland and
MNorthern Italy even under the German sccupation. It woa the very
‘atbtempt of bourgenia zoclety to thrust the workers boek into son-
ditiongs of degradation and herberlsm which provided the powerful
impetus to its bold snd cpurageous revolutlonury actions when the’
chalna of Fasclam ware looasned. : .

. The nttock of Hytrism agalnst Ruasia was the signal for a
revival of the preletarict and 1ta revolutionary struggle agninst
the hated oapitnlist soclety. This took the form of realstance
movements, Yy whiech the proletnriﬁf“dfgﬁmﬁffﬁrmrt“fﬁé peasanta and
thaurpeT peEty-bourgenisie, With the landing of the Americen
troops in -Neorth Afrlon and the rescundlng Adefent of the Nopzi ar-
mles in fromt of 8tulingrad, the masges realdzed that the Aefent .of

Fagelsm was af hand.,

The Itmlian prolebariat, suppressed for ovelr twenty yeara,
rensserted 1taslf In the erists which produced tho fall ef Musgan-
1ini, The warkers themaelvea helped to drive out the Germana in
the larger citles, and were only prevented from aclzing them by the
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counter-ravolutionnry Anglo-American armles oand their Stnlinilat
tools, Tpe VWersnw proletarint, with n program for the revolutioen-
ary ascclallist reconstruction of Follah soelety, armed ifaelf a-
galnst 1ts own otowrgooisle and agninst both Stalinlam and Anglo-
Ruaalen imperlolism. For thut very reason it wns betrayed to the
German nrmy Ly Russia with the approval of the British government.
In Frunce the forces o the resistance movements selzed the power
on a progrom vhich promised nutlonallization of the menns of p oduc-
tion, punlshment of oollntorators {(two-thirds of the French bourge-
oisie) and n purre and reorganizntlon of the burerucraiic upparn-
tus of govermment, including the crmy. Thia to the zrmed masses
mennt sceluliam, No leasor progrom could have relnlned tlhe leader-
shiv of tho movemcnt. At the moment of the defert of Germany, the
de Gaulle regime was saved from destructlon by the armed mnases
only by the direct intervontisn of the Stalinists., In Belgium, ad
to n leaser degree Holland, vielent clashen rosuited in the parsk
ysls of govermment, nrd once rmore only the comblned offorts of the
Britlish nrmiss nnd the Stalinizts saved open ecivil war,

Tho gre-teat achievement of the European proleturiat ococurred
in Worthern I¢aly. As soon as the Gorman armles began to ciash,
workera! committees sund partlsan banda selzed the factorlos and
saved the territery from ¥ozl vandailsm. They carried out a draa~
tic purge of fasclata and olthough, through lack of leadership,-
they were onmpelled to yleld to the power of the Anglo~American
armies, they held the faotorles for months and »on’ them through
djoint ocommltteos of workers and techniclinns,., Thelr renl deslres
vere oxemplified by the slogan for u Workera Republlic ruissd by
‘thousands of tho rovoluticnuries in the last crltical days, f

These are the fuotbs, 1rrefutnble,.nnd ndt fdr one moment to
be chullenged.(,X%t"ﬁﬁfUal_pnnlmt&rtnn-p@ﬂem~wnaunowhare~w03~auqn

|

I

for a perlods “Ite fundamental cuuse of thls must be entablished i ..

niob-only for historical reasons but as un lndispensable guide for =
the present perspectives. .

-

The Third International in lts summation of the revoluticnary
eventa after World War I placod the responsibllity for the falluré
.. to egtabllsh’ the soviet power in Eupope ‘upen the counter-revolu-
tionary Second Ipternational which had the confidenco of - the mas=~. -
" sess : Todny the Fourth Internutional can sum up ‘tho ‘eventa which
followed Vigrld War IX ns follows: Far mors then ln 1918-1920 the
failure to achieve Hoviot power over large areas ln Europe Ls due

to the foet thot in thelr roadlneas to overthrow bourgeols soclety .

the mosses plnced thelr confidence in whnt thoy considered to be
a revolutionary par ty, which betrayed them and for the time beling
gnvod the bourgeols raglme whloh otherwise would have bsen and
8t411 would be helpless. : ‘ '

3. The German Proletoriut

_ A3 the wnp dovelopod and the collapse of Hitler beotme a oer-
tainty, the perspeotives und polisy for Germany, and therefore for

national liberation ln Burope, assumed two clear conflloting lines.

By ther the counter-revolutlonary perapective that the final blow
agninst erumbling Gormany would be delivered by the Imporialist
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armlea or the revolutlonary Marxisgt verspective that the final blow
would be deliversd by tne revolutionary praletariat of Garmany,
Particularly in Franse, Poland ond {galy, many revolutionm y ele-
menta, not only Fourth Internationalista, remlized that Germany was

the key to the Buropean situaticn, They strove desperately to en-
courage the German revolution snd restere the solidarity of a pro-
letarian Europe agatnat the vrival Impertelioms, Convarsely, the
Stalinlsts, both Sn Moscow and in the werld as a whole, unlonsed

an egitntion aimed at "preventing a repetltion of 1918.% Cought

in the tremendous grip of the German totalitariaon mechine with apr-
mlies advancing on four sides, the German proletarit unilke the
Itslian, proved unable to strike down the crpmbllng”Nﬁir“regﬁme”ﬁ"“*\\
befors the entry of the victorlous armies, This 13 the gEreat de. - s
‘feat which prevented the rest of the proletariat in Burope:.from ad- |
minlatering still more complete blowa to the Eurepean boﬁfgaoiaig: )

Partiecularly in Egstern Europe, the failurs of the. revolutim
In Germony snd the defeat of the revolutionary elements in Wgrsaw
left the revolutiscnary activitr of the masses at the mercy of the
Invading Russian armies and lim Stalinist tools, .

The Proletariat sud the Peasantry Outside of Europe

.. In the Far Enst, the Middle East and the Near Fast the colone
ial masses showed thelr hatred of :the exlstling soolal ordar, In
the Levant, In Egypt, in Burma, in Jgva, in Inde-China, 1n the :
Phillpplues, in Ipdia and in China, they organized for revelutionw
ory actlon and in varloas areas came oub bolaly for the deatruc~

tiord of the power of ths landlords and the capitnlista.. o

‘ In the Unlted Stntes the dertainty of vlotory which' gripped

the whole world as a result of the German defeat at Stalipgerad, un-
"loosed a movement. anong the masses which aeriously dlsturbed the
Roosevelt government. The strikes of the minera, end the readi-
ness to follow them of the steel and rubber workers, fased the ad-
minlstretion with the possibility of a general atwike, Byt the .
labor llsutenanta of capltal were able to push the repellious wor=-
kers back into the factoriss, The war was no Sooner over than tlhe
Amerfosn proletariat challenged the bourgeolsle as never before*iﬁ“\\
1ts history.: The Japaness proletariat and peasentry almost at a A
streke, emerged from the domination of deoades wlth' trade unions——"
and working class partles, cccupying faotories and organizing pea=~
sant counolls, Today, without any experience of class politioa - .
comparable to that of the European proletariast, the Japanese pro- _
letarlat has olearly exprossed its lnstinctive desire to ragorganize
soclety on communiat beginnings by posing sharply, both in words -t
and In actlions the qussation of workers control of produstlon»Thls
haos confounded the Japanese bourgeoisle whleh has to de pond on
Ameriocon bayonets for support, Desplte all appearances to the con=
trary, the aotlona of American imperialism have not enoouraged ,
but rathor. in reality have resbruined and Llimited the movements of
‘the Jonpmneds worklng class,

Lot
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In the breakdown of the snclal order and the urge of the masa~=
es to tear themsclves from it are the prerequlaites of rrofoundly
revolutionary altuatlions in large parts of Europe and Agia., The
solution of the orisls Ila the aplution of the question of leadsr-
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ship.

I1. The Statification of Produétion

The future perapectives of humanlty are governed by the devel-
oping etage of economlc and soclal relations, crmprised under the
term "atutifiocation of production.™ .

in 1919, the Manifesto of the Comumunist Interndtloenal stoted
that 1t was “impossible to return not only to free gompebltliony
but even to the domination of trusta, ayndlcates ahd other econcmleo
ootopuses, Today the ons and only lasue 1n: Who!ahall henceforth

* bpe the bearer of statlzed productionﬁ e tmperisllist state or the

| stote of the viotorious. proletoniit?’fifter 1919 the tmperiallst |
'countr&es“ﬁéﬁE"HBIg“antiull?”fg re érae this economle nmovement, |
Today, pe-ce-ne—Lleas_ than.war poses the necessity of netionaliza= '
tinn or the statificotlon of productlon,. It accomplishes 1tself \\S%
vy waxr, economlc bregkdown;{Franue, Germany ond Yugoglavia), or ve
ecoromlo. development (Unltéd States), by revelutlon and counter=-re=-
volutlon, by parliamentary means, with all the frequent contradle-
tlonary manlfeatatlona- of the actual histerienl proesas, It has
not' reached the same degree of development in all the countrlea o
"the world, But as a world-wide phenomenon, it has already reached-

" the stage where it exXercless the deminant infiuence in nll accial
and political relations., The politicel evolution of the 3401al~

- Demecoracy in Britaoin and France, of the Stallnlsts in Bastern und
Western Burope and the Far Fest, the whole course of economlo and
political development in the United Spotes con bo nnalyzed bapl=

cally only in ralatlon to thia movement, '

The Contradietions of Statifiontion and Stalinist Ryssia

It is in Stalinlst Russia that for historicsl reasons the
statlfication of production has achieved 1ts most complete and fln=-
ished form. The exomple of Stalinist Russia ahows that tnls la= -
teat stage of econemic orgsnizatlon solves not oro.aingle baslo
soonomis contradiction of capitelism. The exlatence of . the world
market imposes upon all auch formations the aymant.ogfpha_ﬂprkgg;,_e~“
at his volue. To do otherwise would raise thévalue of the oomno-
-84&¥ and thus ruin the eoonomy in Lts' compehitlon on the world
market, either ln the traditional form of gxchange or in the Pre-
sent form of struggle for world mastery by forigh; or a“auﬁﬁlggtion
of both, The largo masses of the population, free of legal Te=—
strailnt unlike the alave, the serf, or the guild-urtlaan, end free
of property unlike the pecaant, are thereby sondemnad o bo wage-
slaves nnd oreators of surplus value., It ia from this that all the
basic controdlotions of capitallat production flow,

e e Rt . e il G AP Sl 3 i e 2

The experience of Stalinlat Russin since 1936 has exploced the
fdea that plenning by any oclnas other than the preletariat, can | )
over reverse the lawa of motion of eapltallat productlon, . Planp=.- (N
ing becomes--merely the statlfl dfinstéidnogNgng_spontnnepuit@pbg _ |
misalon to thaseﬂ;gwa,‘"REgulatlnn‘by the oapltalistatnte oone PN 1
aistd enAly iw-the power to exploit value production more ruthless- l
1y than ever aond suppress the most obvious manifeatations of the _l

}

eld=-fashiened commercinl orises by meens of terrer and the degrada-
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tion of the masses. Btalinist Russia, driven by the internzl ocon-
tradictions of value,production, i.e. capitaliet production hae de- ﬁ)
feated Cermany only to embark upon the same imperialist pro Tam,
reproducing in peace the economic and political methods of German
imperialism, direct annexation, looting of men and material, forma-—
tion of chains of companies in whioh the conguering imperisiism ,~
holds the largest share. Such also was the economic movement of

Japan in the Far East. The United States in modified form, follows

the same essential course.

The backward countries, far from being able to escaps thia
movement, more than ever are compelled to seck t¢ overcome their
economic weakness by statifivation of the means of production. All
classes in India and China clearly recegnize that the economis fu-
ture of these countries is bound up with an advsnced development
of atatification (combined development). The vary ruin of the f\
economy of Germany imposes upon the oocupying imperialist states:
the need for statificstion. : ' \czrw““

The Sogial Strugture of Statification

"The economic movement brings with it social and political con-
sequences which form the objective arena of contemporary society,
confusing the bourgecisle and objectively driving the masses to
- the world socialist revolutlon. Whereas before the war, the bourge-
oigie was symbolized in the 60 families and the 300 fsmilies, eto. -
"the diminishing number of magnates, as in Fasoist Germany, now' .

tend to hide themselves behjnd the state and the needs of '"the na- .
tion" sg a wholey %here the Boclal-Demcoracy rules as in Britaim,
the uselessness of the bourgecisle as & class is demonstrated tu
the workers. Thereby, is reinforsed the concept of production and-
property as Bocial and not as private relations. -

The bourgeoisie of the subordinate countries, caught between

" the two dominant imperialist states (Ruasia and the United States)
agnd the revclting maeces, beoome increasingly and obviously an
anti-naticnal class (the bourgeoisie in Eastern Europe). Thus ata-
tification ¢f productizn incressingly pcses'national independenosg
openly in terms of the proletarist leading the masses cf the people
against the exploiting classes, native and foreigm. ‘ : )

Statificaticn ¢f producticn inereases the proletarianization
of the middle olasses. Through subsidig§,$d"§griqulture'(e.g. U.8.)
or a8 hired fung%%ggg;isa4ﬂj§ftftgg}j?ﬁ”ties the petty-bourgecisi e
clogely %o the pdlitical fluctlaticne of the regime. The middle -
classes as a whole begin to lose thelr sense of separate ldentity
"end tend mere and more to see themcelves either ze adjuncts to the
bureauoracy of the rulers of statified productlcn cr as part of
the ctrugele of the proletsriat against capitalist oppressicn and
for the control ¢f the state power (Great Britain and Franoe) .

But it is the proletariat that experiences more then any other
class the revoluticnizing effects cof statificstiin of production.
Far more than Lenin noted ‘in World War I, ststifioafion unifiee
the economic and soolal crganizstien and conscilousness of the world
proletariast and tends tc leeaen the distlinoticn between the workers
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of advanced and backward countries. It socializes lsbox on a vacet
scale and assumes the direct goecinl Tesponsibility for the indug-
trial reserve army of labor. :

Under statificstion vroduction relatione develof to s atage

of unbearable antsgonism. In the totelitarian countries, the la-
bor front (Germany] or the completely totaiitarianized trade unions

Rupeia) become stste organizations. But even in the countries

which still retain the forms of parliamentary demogracy, production

becomes impossible without the direct intervention ‘and control by

the labor bureaucracy(Bevin in England during the war! on behalf

of the state, or even in pescetime through collaboration with the
%gusrnment or the employers, as is seen most olearly in the United
ates. : - E

In France and Britain any movement of the massgs orings. then
immediately into direct conflict with their own leaders as rulers
or direct representatives of the government . —The—-simpleat-of ine.-.
mediste demands congerning the high cost of living or the right to

*~aatriggjggcome'qu§5%ioﬁﬁ“b-"staxc-pclicy and continu&liy“pnse~be;ore
the workers the fundamental guestion of state power. Thug, thé
gocial structure qr“gggﬁempnwenAinmstatifiedwproduotion“pfacea the
workers in-a-sitiation where any determined strTugegle compels them
to fade the problem of creating their own organizstion in oxder tp
bring pressure upon, snd if Lecessary, to bresk the power cf the
labgr leadership as virtgalmfungtionarigsmo;"the.existing.gbvern—
ment. e e I RN

Btatification and Bourgeois Democraoy.

Upon the bssis of the oroduction relations & statifievation, .
the functions of government even in a democracy are carried out %o
an increasing extent by the executive, with the help of the labonr
lieutenants. Parliamentary bodies, (most conspicuously in the U.s.)
become more and moTe mere talking ehops. The state, even in its
- most democratic form, is compelled increasingly ‘to assume the sharx-

acterigics of Bonapartism. " Every crisis .of produstion, whether
resulting in .increaece or decrease of wages, becomes merely an op—-

_portunity of the bourgeois state, behind constitutional forme, to

& IImit and circumscribe the most elementary righte, right to sirike,
" "~retc. of the maeses. Thus,-the_struggle for democracy, partioular-

_ly_in _the_advanced oountries, ip no longer the struggle- 70T the -

- extension of” popular.rights. Liberalism is now the advdoate,; in-
‘8tgad-of the enemy, of the rights of the state. (Wallace) 'foday
 therefore, the struggle for democracy becomes a struggle ageingt
“the-encroaghment of the Bonapartist state, ailded by ifs agents,

the trade uniod Snd labor ourggueracy. Thus, in the statified pro-
ducticn, the consistent struggle for demooratic rights becomes the
struggle for militant independent mass organizations by which the
workers can mobilize themselves tc bring pressure upon, control,
renew and ultimately overthrow the trade union bureaucrscy and the
labor leadership on the road to the proletarian revolution. ~This
is the strategic basis for the tactical orientation towarde the
struggle for democratic demands in thia period. '
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Statification of Prnduction - The Ideolozical Struggle

Today, when the proletariat says democracy, it weans above all,
not bourgeois democracy. The bourgeoisie, having arrived at sta-
tification with totalitarianism (Fasoism) the proletariat now de-
sires.no.return-to any prévious condition of privste enterprise
but. statification with democracy. Its social concepts are domina—
ted by the ideéa that thecatastrophes of modern society are csused
by the private ownership of the means of production. The nacessity
that these be taken away from the monopolists and be returned to
the nation to be planned for the,geed—of--all-hag now-achigved the
"rixity of a popular prejudice."‘ﬂ his is one of the greatest advan~-
ces ever made by human conscioushess both in its implicit rejection
of the concept of class distinctions and in the scores of millilions

who hold it. L A S S T :

" ‘That this is the fundamental ideological problem of modern so—

ciety is proved by the unanimity with which the bourgeoisle con-
centrates its propaganda on this issue. This high stage of devel-
opment i& least advanced in the United States. It ie therefore of
great symbolical iliportance that more than anywhere else 1t is in
the United States that the bourgeoisie with unerring instinct and
understanding preaches incessantly that (a) free institutions are
. inseparable from free enterprise and (b) that no kind of planned

economy {which it calls .spcialiem) is possible without "totalitar-
ienism. _ ‘ Y : e -

The bourgeoisie, recognizing what is =t stake, misses no op-
portunity to confuse the mastes c<nh this issue. 8o powerful is the
trend to statification that even bourgeois parties pay at least
1ip servioe to it. (M.R.P. in France) -

Party because of fear of the masses, partly because cf the
necessities of the goonomy, -the bourgeoisie is compelled %o take
steps toward the nationalization of production but it £ille this
nationalization with as much bourgeocis counter-revolutionary con- ;
tent as possible. In the Balkan cauntries that section of the na-
tive bourgeoisie, which is exoluded by the Stalinicts from the po-
wer raisce the glogen of free eleciions, stimil-ted by Britain and
the United States. Thus it confuses the mas:es who are torn be-
tween the national ization and land-distribution programs of the
Stalinists (directed against the.native ruling olass) and the Btal-
inist sooisl and pclitical tyranny. The Stalinists add to the con-—
fusion by calling thoir combinaticn of economic reform end toteli-
tarianism an anti-fascist democracy of a new type- In defeated
Germany and Japen, the imperidlist powers masguerade with the form
of bourgeois-democracy in order th more gurely to stifle the re~
volutionery aspirations of the masses. Whereas in Frande, the mas-
ses lock t0 the Constituent Assembly to solve for them the contrae—
diction between statificatiwn of producticn end the hated totali~
tarisnism, the Bocial Democracy and the Btalinist manipulate the
slogen 80 as to put a new fig leaf on the disgraced and bankrupt
parliamentary regime.

Being unable to mobilize the petty-bourgeoisie on the pre-war
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basis of Fasoism, the bourgeoisie now uses the ideology =anmd phil-
osphy of Christianity, the rights of the individusl ang the fanily,
88 8 weapon against the proletarlan movement to sooialiem. In 2l—
most every country of Western and Central Europe, the reorganiza-
tion of the Cathollc Church and the growth of reiigious parties ig
today the mass basic of the European counter~-revelutlion, particular-
iy in France. That in the fifth decads of the. twentieth century .
shis should be the last ideological stronghold of the Europeen
bourgeoisie is but another proof of the desperaticn to which it has
been reduced in every sphere. Thus, bosh objeotively snd subj ec-
tively it is the most dangerous and pernioicus of faleehoods to

say that the mass struggles today are for the restoration of bourge~-
oie democracy. The verycpposite is the truth. The dialectic of
historicsl progress and the defeat of Fascism have initisted a per—
iod in which the manipulation of the concepts of bourgeois democra~
cy become the laet feeble weapon of bourgeois reaction against the
developlng sociali:t consciousness of the masgses.

111

lizatlon of the Mssees -

The combination of statification end demaocracy can be achileved
only by the Soviet Power. Botlh the cbjestive and the subjective
- results of gtatificaticn and the desperate attempts of the hourge-
oisie to oonfuse the masses places as the main taek of the day the

exposure of the difference between bourgeois demooracy and proie-—
tarian demooracy. : . S ) ' ‘

_ The Fourth International, therefore, particularly in, Burope

and "Asia, undertakes a many-sided and powerful propaganda on the

history, theory, successes znd failures of the diotatorship of the
proletariat with special reference to the first workers atate. But
in harmony with. the objective relations posed by siatification of
production and by the violent conflicts in production; politics .-
and idéology between the bourgeocisie and the proletariat, it bases
its agitation upon the esdaptation of the program of transitional .
demands to the oconcrete oiroumstances of the day. - . :

The task of the transitional program consists in systematio
mobiliation of the masses for the proletarian revolution. In largs
areas of BEurope arnd Asia today, the situation imperatively demands
that the Fourth International %oday seek by agitation"to stimulate
the masses %o create in all possible instances independent mili-
tant organizations corresponding more closely to the probleme of
mass struggle in bourgeola soolety; not stopping, if neoessary, e-
ven in the face of a direot break with the conservative apperatus
of the trade uniocne.¥ (Founding Conference). In bankrupt Eurcpe
and Asia the faotory committees, the workers defenee guards, con-
sumerg committees, soldiers committees, eto. become now the forms
which the revolutionaries muet hold before the masses as mbat suli-
able in the struggle for thelr immediate demands-against the domi-
nating state power, in the struggle against Bonapartism and agaimst.
the enorcachment of the bourgeole democratic state on itas demoora-—
tic rights. "Trade unicn buresuorats (and all the egents of the
hourgeoisis) in mucordesnce with their genersl conduci, will resiet
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the oreation of factory committees as they resist every bold step
taken along the roed of moblilizing the masses. Eowever, the wider
the sweep of tho movement, the sasier it will be to brezk this re~
eigtance...The prime signi!icance ol the committee, however, lies
in the fzot that it becomes the militant staff for such working
class layere as the trade unien is usually incapable of moving to:
action. It ig from these more oppressed layerg that the most gelf~
saorificing battalions of the revolutirn will come...n (Founding
Conference

In this respect the part now played by the blsck market in the
European economy offers eXceptional epLortunity to the Fourth In-
ternaticnal t¢ teach the masses the neoessity <f their cwn direct
interventirn ror the eclutirn <f their problems. Where governments
themselves organize cr sanctiun black markete and where black meyr-
keting activities arec insured (France), the alert revolutionary
party will find opcortunity esgecially on a loosl or regi:nal sosle
to etimulste the wrath and indignati-n of the masses to the point
wnere they rnrganize themselves snd take drastic agti-n sgainet the
indiv¥idua: snd orricial fattensrs on the Feetering bourgeols re-
gime. It is ¢n the basis c¢f revoluti.nsry acti:naz on cenerete
events, explosiuns, partial risings, with succeasses and defesis,
that ‘en the basis ¢f the goneral situsticn.in West:rn Eurcpe today.
and the genersl revelutionary propaganda of the Fourth Internaticn—
al, the proletariat gradually will reocgnize its cwn strength, re—
cognize the Fcurth Internsti:nal as its leader snd nerve iteelt -
for greater and mere shattering assaults.upin the shaky fabrio of
bourgeois scciety. C - . o

In many arcae :f Europe and Asia today, olsss rélatirns have
resch:o a pitch where the Frurth Intornetional can cerry on a
serizus propagsndn fur sovicts in order noct to be caught unawsres
by the Peverish explcsions of the revclutinery masses end the whip
of the ccunter-reviluticn. While it bases itself unéquivocally u-

pon the self-mcbilizaticn of the masics in the manner proposed by
the Trensiti-nal Pregram, the Fourth Internatisral does not itself
attempt to form sny of theer mass srgemnizeticne; it dues nitt eall
anarchistically for direect actin or the selzuve rf power -nor does
-1t neglect to ume to the utwost possible degree a8ll bourgeois forms
or omnstituticnal and parliamentary forme and prooedure. In the
explceive situsti-ns which exist in may part Ff the world, there
will arise ornjunctures .in which, in scccrdance With the high stage
of ccntemperary olzss struggle, it will be presible Yor the prele—
toriat tc link censtitutional metheds with its own gelf~zotivity.
The clesssic example fcr cur epocch is the glamicn of Blum tc the
givernment and the geizure of the facturies simultanecusly by the
self~mcbilized masses. FPertioularly in ccuntries where the 3tal-.
inists ond the Scoisl-Demccracy are duping 'the masses by the re~
furbiehing ¢f parlismentarism % th socirlist trimmings, the Fourth
Intcrnaticnal poses befure the masses this combinaticn <f coneti-
tutionsl prccedurs snd revoluti:nary sotion as the road %o the ex-
posure ~f the l:bor leadership and the mcbilzaticn of the masier
for proletsrisn revcluticon. . . .
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Bcoialiem snd the Continents
The Booialist Reocongtructicn of Zurgpe

fam s AL L

The rebuilding or Burope znd the reorganizstin of world eoo-
-lomy must be carried out efither by the bourgecigie or the nsrole~
tariat, by the capital-labor relaticn or by socialist relationg of
production.

For this reascn the Fourth Internaticnal does not merely pose
the strugpgle for immedi«te oemands in terms of the actual interven-
tion of the mas:es (factory committees, consumers' ccmmittees,etc-)
It mus ceaselessly propagandize to the masces the genuinely
traneitional character of the relationship between factory commit-

s €%C., the social revoluticn and gocielist relaticns of pro-
duction., To the masses, Who, lacking leadershin are bewildergﬁuﬁy
the megnitude of the problems which face them, the Fourth Interna-
tional must place the crganized rule of scciety by the Workere as
the oniy way topuli Europe and Asia out of the chaos snd ruin in -
which capitalict society has plsced them: It must categorically
Bay to the masses thcre is not hove for a reconstructicn of roolety
excernt by'means of the pProductivity of labor end sooisl reorgsaniza~
ticn which only socialist relstions of prowmictisn can Initiate.
Basing itself on the necessity of theze new relatione, the Fourth
International poses alsd the abolition of the bourgeois bureau—

cracy, .
plaoeﬁent by the armed people and thelr
does this in the confidence th:t the bou
- Bent tc the rasses any serious plan to overcome the existing bar-
bariem and in any serious manner alleviate the eXagperation of the
masses. _ o o ’

Contrary to'the belief of the timld pelt
and the Mensheviks, it is preoise]

*tion between the .intervention of the masses in the
struggle for immediate demands, and the struggle Yor the sooclal
. revoluticn and the socialigt reconstruction of society.

The Fourth International must at the same time pose te the
workers in broad cutline a rlan for the reconstructinn of Europe
on a continental scale. Thus, in Europe, it poses the socializa-
tion of croducticn on a nsticnal soale. But it responds to the
concrete situatim by linking this demand to the ladustrial iza~ .
tion of Germany and its incorporation into a European economy asg
the indispensable basis not for some distdnt sodialiet well-being
but for the satisfacticn of the elementary ne-eds of the masses and
for the salvation of Eurcpean givilization,

The Imoerialist Reorganizetion el Eurcpe
in no other way can the Fourth Internatiinsl meet g%g‘g_m
e

mbined
attemots of Anglo-American 2nd Bussian imperiaiism gnd Yhelr agents
o enslave Europe ard Asie. Igg_ﬁgg;grgmgriuan bourgeoisie snd
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the second International gee ribe the proletariat to pocept
the overlerdehip of American imperialism in return for bourgepis
democoratic forms of governm j Ilggggﬁg economic aid.

Busgian imperis) iem gnd ite Stelinist stellites geek ¢ Jyran-
ize »nd then to bribe the proletariat to accept the 5”?5&5% over-
ordship of Russisn imperialism under the puise of the unity of
the European continent in a new scoial ordsr. 6o strong is the
Objective neoessity for unification of the continent that e¥en the
bourgeoisie (for ite own purposes) proposes internaticnalizstion

of the Ruhr and the weterways of Europe; while Stalinism_plays upon
the obvious chaos and the decply felt need for a unifiéd Eur X :

- now an organic part of the psycnology of the European pébgff%%%j”f)
Nowhere is this imperialist strugegle so sharp and so cruoisl

&8s in Germany, the hesrt of Euro.e where 1% appenTs as a bgttle be-~

tween the unity of the working class movement (Staliniem) or the
independence of the 3oclal-Democracy (Anglo—ﬁmerican.imperialiem).

The Socialist United States of Europe

Under these circumstences it ie a matter of life and death
for the Fourth Internaticnal to oppose both these ruinous roads
an? it crn do s0 only by linking the struggle for national econd

_Eehabilitation to the struggle for the Goolalist United Ststes d
urope. : , : -

A goclelist France in a Sociatist United States of Europe
A Soclalist Poland in a Socimlist United -tates of Europs
A Socialist Germany in a Socialist United States of Europe

The Fourth Int<rnstional bases its policy unequivocally on

the following: during the war it was necessary to hold before the

proletariat the proletarisn struggle for the overthrow of Hitler~

ite Germany so as. to fortify the vangusrd against subordinstion

to the .armed forces of Anglo-Americesn imperialism. 8o today in

the continuing orisis of capitalism, the Pourth Internationsl.must

pose the proletarian solution to the great social questiens pieced

concietely vefore 'the masses. It—*e—by—xh&e-mvenﬁ—ﬁhaxHEES orole-

tarist in Europe and Eastern Agia ocan recognize in the pro (

of the Fourth Interneticnal the sibjective answer to its objeotive

desires and revoluticnary instincts for national freedom and a. -~
“new gocial order. It is by this means that it can repise the in- S

sidiousness of Americen and the brutslity of Ruséian attempts to/,

reduce Europe to an appendsge of imperialigm.

In Eastern Europe the proletsriat faces-the coIbﬁaalktask of
overthrowing not the delegeted but the direot military power of
the Russian state. In 1ite rearffif'EEB“thehafmuﬂ—rvrees—as Russia
occupying Germany. Under these ciroumstances, the movement agalnat
FRuesian domination in the separate cocuntrigs muet thereforw orient .
towards the unification of proletarian struggle in the directly .-
oppressed states, inoluding Germany. A mass revoluticnary move-
ment with a common program and an advanoced sooimrl goal has the —
best poesibility of sheking the discipline of the Russlsn armies
‘and re-awekening in them the traditicns cf the October Revolution
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With Nperspective, the proletariat 1s apoisted in the ocarrying
out : aily struggles against the oppreseing imperialist po=
wer. . a perspective of internaticnal strugele, the advanced
woTrk be legs rourtified sraingy Stalinist propazsnda or fhe

' ; 'Aﬂﬂigh-wi}l,anitmintervenﬁinn on the—pars—af anchber im- |
periabigt~power as the only mesnd of TIAALNg itself of
domination, exploitation and plunder.

A gimiier situsticn in Eestern Asia, (Korea, Manchuria, etc.)

poses similar tasks for the Fourth International.

v
Vorld Socialism

The Clase Conseguences of Atomic Energy
Side by silde witn the objective movement towsrd the organiza-
tion of production o continental scale, the anloceing of atomic
energy snd the endrmous social and political explosions that are
concentrated in 1%, have turned the minds-of the maBses of the
people in every country towards world government not. 26 an idesl
but as an imperatlive nocecgity for the salvation of hupanity Lrom
totel destructisn or oprbarism. Atomic energy and the porgpective
it unfolds has given- & violent ‘shock %o national aspirations,
chauviniem and patriotiem. World socialism snd the ptruggle for
it csn no longer remain in the archives of the Fourth International
but must becone an.integral psrt of ite propagbndiaticlapproaoh to
the macees. . ) '

‘ Even befors the launching of the rirst atomic bomb the bourge=
oisie nsd recognized the gcoumulsbed nogtility of the mastes to
" the deceptions snd barbarism of the war and their distrust of
bourgeois. society. It was only after Worla WaT I that the bourge-—
oisie orgpnized the League of N-tions, csrefully nvoiding giving
to the League any economlc function. Long before the znd of World
War 1L, however, the oourgeoisig organized conferences at Atlantic
Gity, Bretton Woods, Dumbarton Oaks, all aimed at giving the impres-—
sion to the Wworkers thst a new economic gtructure was %tc be organ~
jzed whioh would correct the 1lis of the old. YMore than . that, the
bourgeoisle organized at San Frsncisco the United Netione Ocnfer- .
ence designed .once more to assure the macses of a world organiza-
tion to prevent the possibility of a third world war and recompense
humanity for ite present surferings. But the ingolubility of the
imperianlist confliots and the scepticiem of the mas:es, poth as-
pects of the desth agony of oapitalism, have turned’all these ef-
forts into propagznda not for the strengthening but for the weak-
ening of ocspitsalist gociety. Whereas aftel World War 1 it wag pos-
sible to deceive the masged for a period, t eir scepticiem
ig reinforced by the incepa imparialist bourgeoisie e~
ven t¢ come to any regsonable agreemsnt on the vitsl iseues of tho
day . The dourgeolsie is being driven more and moere to make the
most extravagant ctatements cven to ths degree that it is necessary
to heve a world assemoly directly elected oy the people of the
various naticna{Bevin). In the period of the exireme sharpening
of antegonisme and the deosy of ocspitsliem, these snd similar states
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ments only stimulate the politicsl distrust of the masses without
leaving eny sedative effect.

The entire planet is now driven to see itgelf objectively and
subjectively ae one unit. For the bourgeoisie thiz cen mean only.
the intensified strugple for vorld dominstion under one single im-
perialism. For the proletsrian venguard the only answer oan be
the most vigorous propasganda for world socialism.

The Fourth Internstional znd the Propaganda for World Socislism

The Fourth Internstional recognizes that the drive to war by
the bourgeoisie and the fe:r of war and devaststion by the masees
are today crgsnic perts of contemporary soclety £5r more then af-
ber World Wer I. It recognizes thst the explosive chsracter of
the world situation brings a World War far nesrer than the previous
Iwenty-five years interval. It therefore voses before the masses
the only eolution. To the world government of the petty~-bourgeois
radicals and the dishonest proposala of Bevin, it holds before the
masBes the idea of a world sodkliat federsztion. To the immediante
continuing struggle of the imperialiste for world power which now
fillg the mind of the maeses everywhere, 1t posee the conception
of the world wide struggle of the masses for social revolution.
Only by recognizing the degree to which cepitalism itself poses the
most fundamental questions to the masegs, can. the Fourth Interna=:
tlonal seize the opportunities presented to it and show itsel?f to
the masses not only as valiant fighters for immedi-zte demands but

ae heralds of a new social order. :

The rush of bourgeois society to an unmitigated barbarism,

“the helplessness of the bourgeoisile, the unexampled avareness,
fear and disgust of the massee in every part of the world, these
s8igns of the death of an old order and the birth of a new demand
from the Fourth International on & world scale the iron determina-
tion, will to conguer and belief in victory which have zlways dig~
tinguished our great predecessors. .It .demands that today, inex-
.tricably linked to the mascec in their day to day struggles, we
oounter the bourgeois helplessness by the boldest,. the most vigor-
ous, the most uncompromising posing of the socialiet revclution in
its greatest aweep and in ite most far reaohing ramifications as
the only solution fo the ills of society. Above sll in Europe and
-ABlg the very chaos of soolety enables vs to pose the transitiongl "
demands in texms of the self-activity of the masses, as the most
immedirte, the most practioasl, the most realistic alternative to
the burdens by whioch capitaliem is ocrushing human society.

VI
Questions at Issue

The Fourth Internntional impresSee upon all its section end
ceympathizers the necessity of following the movements of the mas-
ges in every oonorete situsticn with the greatest attention to na-
tional peculiagrities and thne specific stages of the olass struggle
at & given time. But in the greast trmdition of Bolshevism it de—
clares thst today more then ever it is only in the light of the
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general character of ocur epcch thot concreie situctions can be
examined, analyzed and acted uron.

The failure of the Fourtvh Interuaticnal to grow, the unspeak-
able treachery of the Stslinists and the Menshevike wio refuse to
lead the proletariat towsrds the new social order which it so pss-
slonately desires, have crested in cur movemcnt retrogrensive cuxr-
rents which have brought confusion over fundsmensal sirategy and
tactics long accepted by revoivtionary Merxistoa. ‘While it is im-
possible snd indeed it would be ridiculous to attemrt to lay down
a program of &ction for individuz countrles, it 1s neocess=ry here
to restate some of thess principles of the Fourth Internstional
and to give cxamples of their concrete application.

-~

Demcaratic Demands and Social Eevolution

The Fourth Internaticnal, like the revolutionary movement at
all times, raiees the slogens of right -of free press, right to
organizec, free elections, whercvar these demoucratic liderties ars
denied or are in danger. In the Balkan countriss and in Foland,
_Where the totalitarian states are not firmly establiched and the
Whole situation igs in flux, the Fourth In%srnational raises these
slogens in terms of. their redization by the independent mass ac-
tione of the workers. It would be an iliusicn tc reise the slogan
of free electicns to be organized by the would-be totalitarian re-
gime .of Tito or to be supervised by the Tegime of British imperial-.
ism in Greece. Tne Fourth Intcrnaticnel. does mot exclude mass re—
Jection of participation in elcctions Wnere the aleotions are noto-
riouely totalitarian plebcsoitcs even when thc next immediate step
may not be the seizure of ‘powers Such rejecticn of fraudulent
electicns oan becdome .a valuable meane of protest ‘and mobilization
of the masses. These slogens are tied alvays, whetser in defen-.
Bive or offensive actions, to the rejeoticn.of the existing govem~
- ments and the -cull for a Constituent 4ssenbly. , k

The Fourth Internationsl must at all costs svoid posing the
question of democratic demends in such = way. as to lead the masses
to eXpect that parlismentary legslity will be any guavantee of ite
rights Lor any protectinn agalnst reaction. To do soi pertlcular—

a

ly in criticsl periods as at cresent in Burope and hgla, flies in
the face of the whole experience of the working clastmovement and
of the most fundamental tenets of Bolshevism. The bourgeoisie,
the Staliniets and the Sociml-Democrate by encouraging illusions .
about parliamentarism end legality, aim as always,. at suppreseing
the instinctive tendency of the messes to take matters into their
own hands. The Fourth Internntional must recognize that for the
masses in genersl and in its own defenoce (against the bourgeoisie,
the 8tplinists, and Soolal-Democrats) it musgt, above all in this
perlod expose the fraud, the hypoorisy and traschery of oontidence
in bourgeois parliamentarism and the necessity of the proletariat
and the revoluticnary orgenizations defending themselves by mass
organizaticn and class strength. C

The Oonetituent Assembly and the Socjisl Revolution

The Fourth International can call at any periocd for & Consti-
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tuent Assembly, recegnising that in the shattered countries, the
8logan becomes in the mind of the mas<es & mediuvn for the oonstruo-
tion cf & new social order znd not for the recenstruction of bourge-
0ip soclety. The bourgeoisle and its agenis, however, ves the slo-
gan in order to cnce aspair gild the chains of tuc surgecis par-
liamentary regime. The Fourth Tnternatiocnal theryerarn renarates
itself from the countur-revolution by raising the slogen of a Re-
volutionaxy Oonstituent Assembly. It prooocees wuat Laie agsembly
destroy capltalist society by crpropriating ihe tovepesicie, It
proposes that the Comgtituent Jsrembly abolish the brirpgecis state,
‘the bourgeois bdurcaucracy and tlhe bourgeois arey and pvhesitute

& workers'! militia of the whole people, WorkeI's conmltcvss, pea-
sant committees, consumers committees, etc. It promoesc that this
asgembly orgenize the planning of the ecenomy by cualified TEpTe-
sentatives of pelifical and social orgarizsiicns. demooratically
elected. It proposes %hkat all pianning bte controlled by the wor-
kers themselves in the process of production.

The Fermanent Revoluticn in Golonial and Semi-Colonisl Countries

. The high stage of capitalist devzlopmant in the world today
has already imposed upon the ruling clacees of India sand China not
only concrete stepe but grandiose plaas for the statification of
production os an indispenseble stage in the dcvelopment of the
economy. This universal trend is already expressing iteelf in the
moet backward countrles. (Korca, Nigeria, West Indiez, ets.) To
1ts traditicnal propaganda and agitation in the coleonial oountries

for the permanent revolution (Boviets, sgrarien revoluticn and
‘Congtituent Assembly), the Fourth Internati nal sdds the clogan of
nationalization of the means of production under the control of
the working class.

'

Demooratic Republic snd the Liguidation of Monmarchies

Under no circumstances doe. the Fourth International raise the
slogan of any bourgeois constitution, however democratio, for cours’
tries like Franoce, Italy or Belgium. It continues itg traditionsl
practice of using these inatitutinns as 2 tribunal for the denun~
ciation of the hypoorisy, froud, corrupticn of bourgeois parlia-
mentarism in any shape or form. It mercilesely attaocks any Marx-
1gt tendency which advocates for these countries any constitution
which is nct based upon the Boviet Power. -

The Fourth Internaticnal is in the venguerd of any struggle
for the liguidstion of rescticnary instituticns like the monarchy,
but 1t repudiates the conception that its struggle against the
monarchy demands lta advcopcy of any democratic-republic or any
kind of bourgeols constituticn. Particularly in Iltaly and Belgium
it proposes concrete steps such as the immediste arrest of all .
members of the royal f emily and their olose supporters, the con-'
fiscotich ¢f all thelr property, the abrgcgaticn of all laws, caths
and constituticnal forme in which the authority of the menarchy
is cither directly or indireotly organized. ¥hile maintalning its
cwn banner of the Workers Republic, it propcsez a United Front for
atruggle againet the menarchy wth those preleturinn srganizations
which advoeate the demcoratio republic. It defends the beurgsois
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demooratic regime by 8imilar oonorete actions against attacke by
monarchial or fascistic groups. But such cornicrete actions are up~
der no circumstances to be accompanied by advocacy of any demoora-—
tic republic. ‘ )

The Fourth International does not at all exclude in advsnoe
participation in any body called together by the meseses for the
consider-tion of the future course of the state, e.g. recasll of
the memoers of & former parliament. However, in such an organize~
tion, today more than ever, 1t brings before the masses its own pro-
pesals to substitute proletarian forms, organizaticns, methods and
actions for the rotting snd discredited structurc of bourgeois de-~
mocracy..

National Liberation, Reunification of Germany, Etc.

The Fourth International in Germany, like the réevolutionary -
movement at all tiies a its history, takes the lead in the atrug-
gle for the withdrawal of the occupying troops, for freedom of '
presas, fer right to organize .and the other concrete demands of the -
German peowvle. The Fourth International, howevér, rspudiates the
conception that beceuss of the materizl ruin in Germany, the dig~
organizsticn of production, -the soolal and political disorganiza~
tion of the proletarisi, the domination of foreign lmperialism,
and the partition of Gurmany, that on zocount of these, Germany
has therefore been hurjed back to any etage which places before the -

. German people the sirugele for the bourgecis-democratic states as

an arena for the struggle for socialiesm. Exaotly the opposite is
the case. ‘ : . .

The course of the wsr, whioh hae brought these difficulities:
upon the German natior, has aleo destroyed the power of the Ger-~
man bourgeoisie. Thud, tae German proletariat is foroed point-
blagk fo reorganize iuself not 1o reconstruct bourgeolis demooracy
but to lead the natioy. Whereas in the United States, the oompara—-
tive gtability of the traditicnal bourgeois socioty does not pese
in all- their nskednéess the fundamental problems of bdurgecis so-
ciety to the American proleteriat, precigely the breskdown of
‘bouxrgeois society in Germany mokee the German proletariat from the -
. First moment of its resurgence see all its struggles for its ime
-mediate demands in relation to6 the fundamentel problem of state
power, posed inescapubly yr eciesely beoause of the alien domination
and the ruin of the hourgeoisie. The Fourth International etands
uncompromieingly upon the positicn that the very ruin of Germany
imposes upon the Gerran nation one of two roads, orientation to~
word the ruling clasges of Russian and Anglo-Americsn imperialism,
or orienteticn foward the European and world proletsrist. The
Fourth Internsticnal pointe out that the Germen bourgeoisie, in
order to regain some pitiful remnante of its fcrmer pevwer, will
strive to crient it in the imperialist direotion. The Fourth In-
ternaticnal, ¢n the cther hand, from the very beginning poses be-
fere the German peojple $he unifiocaticn cf Germany under the len~
dership of the German proletariat in a Socialist.United Btates of
Europe. This theoretiosl postulate is amply demonstrated by swch
politicel life as efists in Germany today. The occupying powers
battle to contrel the proletarisn crganizaticns of Germany, the
only social base by whioh they can pretend to rule Germeny with
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Bome pretence of harmony with the reople. Marxists will note that

the very ruin of bourgeois Cermany has strengthened the relation

of the German proletarist to all other classes in Germany. It is

thie which, among other reasons, neoessitstes domingtion of Germeny

by foreign imperialism and it i8 tals on whioh the Fourth Interna-

gio?altTust base all policy including the struggle againet alien
omination.

The FRusgian Proletariat

.

The Fourth International does not apandon a revolutionary per-
epective for the Ruseisn proletariat. It ig confident that the
contradictizns of the productive and social relations in Russia
must inevitsbly drive the Russian proletariat to the rosd of 80—
cial revolution. The Fourtn Internaiional sceks to mobilige the
Russisn proletariat ageinst the bureasucracy, by slogans for the
restoration of the Sovievs, etc. At the present time, however, it
devotes itself mainly to detcrmined propaganda among the Ruseian
troops gbroad. Particularly it stimulates the revolutionary pro-

“letariat in the oocupied countries to gppeal to the Russlian armiss
in the nemc of the socisl revolution and the traditione of the Qo~.
tober Revolution. ]

Vi

Ihe Seoond and the.Th gﬁ intefnationala

The Sccond International :nd Forid War. iz

. Between 1217 end 1239 imperialism, by means of super-profits,
was zble to maintain the labor aristooracy which ‘formed ite main
socisl support. In the view of Lenin, it was by this caste alone
that imperialiem wse able to bar the 1oad to socialist revolution.,
Today .the basis of super-profits on whickh it rested is gone -
never to return. For thies reason, whatever incidental influence
it may have in the course of politics, its role in Zurope as the
main bulwsark of bourgeoiu society against the revolut ionary prole-.
tariat is finighed. "It has no borepective, except leverish man-
euvering betWeen the bankrupt bourgeoisie on the one hand snd the
highly orgenized Staliniets, on the other. Like every other non-
revolutionary political grouping in the world today, it finde it
self compelled to ochoose between the United btetes on the one hand.
and Stalinist Russia on the other. In Western Eurcpe, it ias ready
Yo sell out the national interests to the United States for pTO-
teotion mgainst both the revolutionary proletariat snd the coun-
ter-revolutionary bourgeoisie.. In Eastern Burope, 1t wavers be-
twecn cupitulatlon to Stalinist imperialism and Irantic appeals for
inglo-American support for free elections, anddemoarmoy. Nowhers
on the continent of Europe can it play an independent role, In
the rcooial crisis which now grips Britsain, it is only owing to the
weakness of the British Stalinists and of the Fourth International
that the British Sooiel Democresey m: intains for ths moment ite
undisputed hold on the allegisnoe of the Britigh proletariat.,

The Counter-Hévoluticnary Role of the Third Internaticnal
If the 8eoond Internaticnal saved capltalism in the pariod
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following World War I, it 1is infinitely more true to say that the
Third International saved capitalism in the period following World
War II. The political weakneuss of the Bocial Dgmooracy placed upon
8talinism the reole of ohief pclitical bulwark of Iimperislism a-
gainet the socialist revolution. In thelir road from bourgeois go-
clety to soviet power, the revolutionary proletarlat of Europe and
the great millions of revolting Qrientals (in all Eastern isia,
Burma and the Philippine Islands) have mistaken the reactionary
party of &talin for the revolutionary party of Lenin and Troteky-

It is therefore a major task of the Fourth International to
examine carefully and define its policy in regard to Stalinism.

The key to Stalinigm ag a political force is the contradio-
tiorn in which it finds itself between the counter-revoluticnary
ruling class of Russia, on the one hand, and the revoluticnary mas-
ses on the other. . _

The ideology of Stalinism is fundamentally bourgeois.

Stalinism, outside of Russia, serves.always the interests of

_ the Russian bourgeoisile, and for that reason alpo it is the mortal
enemy of the revoluticnary masses in their road fo eoviet power.
Thus it is, always haas been and always will be the agent ol capital
in the capital-labor relation.- It is typiocally bourgeois in that-
it nowherg con dmre to submit iteell to the creative strength of
the self-mobilized masses. For thie reason, whatever power 8tal—
inism may hold anywhere, it cannot under any ciroumstances solve
one basic contradiction of the capitelist mode of producticn.

Like all organizastions which, live in fear of the revolution-
ary power of the proletariat, Staliniem outside of Russia oan will-
ingly take draetic economic and politiosul steps towarde the consdlk
idatlon of power only as long &s it is assured of the support of
Stalinist Fussia to oppose the revolutionary prolétariat and/or
give it protection against rival bourgeas powers. It wilil cclla~
borate with the native bourgeoisie, or sometimes oppose it when
it is a rival to the Russisn bourgeoisie. But i} never opposes
any bourgeoisie to the gxtent of inifiating and preparing prole-
tarian seizure of power Te.gﬂ in Germany during World War I1).

Btaliniem and the Revolutionary Messcs

In the Western European countries and Aeia, the growth of the
Communist Parties in no wWay expresses the triumph of bureaucratio
collectiviem over capitalism. Buch a conception can only disorient
the party and the proletariat as to ths nature of the epoch and
the tasks which face it. The turn of the massea to the Staliniste
expreeses the extraordinary sharpnest of the conflict between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie. The basis of revolutionary po—
licy in general and the attitude toward the 8btalinista in parivicu~
lar must be the recognition thst the proletariest, "in turning to
the Stalinists demonstrates ite readiness for the most draetic so-
lutiong to the chaos and agony which engluf Europe today.

In en advanced country like Franee or Italy, Btalinism can
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reach the stage of threatening the bourgeoisie only through the
revolutionary development of the masses. The Staliniete can only
defeat the bourgeoisie by meane of the revolutionsry proletariat,
The defeat of the bourgeoisie would leave thie Btalinists face %o
face with the revolutionary proletariat, without any olaes bame of
thelr own. Tne Btalinists can derest the proletarist only with

the assistance of the bourgeoisie and only in a desperate civil war.

For these reasons, not only historically but conoretely, the
apparent strength of S%alinism contains the elements of its great-
est weakness. In these countries today it has the opportunity of
assuming power only under conditions in which it will face ite
mortal enemy, the developing power of the masses. Xvery serious
step it takes against the bourgeoisie pnly helpas to break the in-
fluence of bourgeois ideology upon the workere anc oreates the
possibliities of their realizinz their own encrmous soclal power,
The pcesence of Russian imperialist troops, 88 nae been shown in
Eastern Europe, torns the Stalinists into an anbi-national pariy
and mobilizes against them the growing antagoniem of the proletar-
igt and the great masses of the people. '

. It is in ‘the clear understanding of this ocntradiction that
the Fourth International has its great opportunity of developing
itself. It bases itself upon the revoluticnary acntiments of the
magses who must increasingly find themselves in irreconcilable
contTadiction with counter-revolutionary Stalinism. Bub in order
to do this, the Pourth Internationsl must basc its strategic line
upon the strength of the masses, and not on the strength of 8%al-
iniem. The Staliniets & not constitute a social clabe. They geek
to profit by the struggle of the fundamental classec of modern Bo-
clgy, the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Except where the Stal~
inigts hold state power with the help of ‘the Red Army, the 8talin-
ist party is a monolithic, not a totalitarian party. Membership

in the Stalinist pazty is voluntary. The party holds no power of
life and death over its membership. It ornnot prevent secesslon
and the formation of other parties. g

To all the Stalinists in Western Eurvps a totalitarian party
ia to sow irretrievabtl e confusion in the minds of the revolution-
. ary vanguard and the proletariat. "1t leads %o confusing the fas-

clst party based on the petty-bourgeoisie with the §telinist par—
ty with its mass base of the revolutionary proletariat.

To call the Btalinist party totalitarian is to sapitulate to
the conception that the masses of the warkers in France and Italy
are as mich subordinated to the gtalinist leadens as esre the wor-
kers of Russia to Stalin or the workers of Germany were to Hitler.

To o0all the Bt:linists totalitarian carries the implication
that the workers following the Btalinict parties in Western Europe
are nct the dynamioc oreative furce »f medern scoiety, capable of
lsgrning from their own experience but are the docile tools of
Stelinigt reaction. To believe that the 8talinist aoccessicon to
complete state.power in an advanced countyy lixe Fraznoe 0O Italy
means the totalitarianizaticn of the state is to eXprees in ite
orudest form the ides that Staliniem is not the result cf the as-
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tempt t- build scoisliom in & eingle backward country but is an ine
aviteble atage following the develepment zf capitalism. ALl thege
conceptions lead streight to demoralizaticn and avstentionism in
the ranks of the revolutionary party.

'8%alinism and the United Froni

With the Above being borne in mind, it is necessary for the
Fourth Intern-tionsl to reerfirm vneruivoocslly snd with the utmost
Tirmness th:t W th the Sonisl-Cemocrutic parties and the o5talinist
parties are working class parties. Neither of them is a working
elags party becruse of the sharaster sné zima of the firesucracles
which contrel -them. They are working class psriies becsuse their
program and practical activity appreal to the working slass on the
basls of the class struggle agalnet the capital iet class for the
gocialist society. Both these parties have shamefully deceived
workers and mercilessly suppreesed revelutlicnary elements. The
8talirists, for historical Teasone, have been szble and forced to
oarTy these practices to en uncxemzled helght of trezachecy. But
the revolutionary party hao traditionslly basei ite relation to the
masses in the Social-Uemocratisc parties on the contradictzon ba--
tween the desires of the workers striving o relesse themsalves
from capital ist society snd the illusicna sown upong them by thHe
~socisl-democracy . Bimilarly, the revolutiorary party rust bage its
relaticn to the massss in the Btalinist party upon treir deglze to
release themselves frum cadbtalict society dsspite the illusion
8ovn among them by Stolinism as the direct agents of capital in the.
ranks of labor. : “ S

The revolutionary party, therefpre, basing iteel? on the per-
spective of a etruggle for power by the proletariat, azposes the
treacherous character of the sociasl-Democratic and Stalinist par-
ties snd organizatione by calling upen them, wherever they have the

.support of the masees of the workers, to break with the bourgeois-
ie, to take the power into their own hands. In follovwing out this
polioy, tha Four*th Internaticnal,:in avcordsnce with the vractice:
end. tradisicng of Bclshevism! exposes with redoubled cnergy the
theoretical falsities and oviminal practices. of the Btalinists,
both ineids 5talinist Ruesia und in the world at large.

The proletarist omnnot be Baved Irom the dangers of Staliniem
by reliance upon the bankrupt sogisl-Domocrapcy, but only by its
own pover for revolubionary actions. The Fourth Internationel,
must, thersfoere, ralse the slognn of the Qozmaaist Party ta power
even where there is no Eoolal--omocraoy -{Chira, Gressu) snd the
Btalinicts zc the oniy werking claee party have the suppers of the
brosd masses agsinst the bsurgacisie.. .

In the crisis of society those meny-wmillioned masses who today:
follow the Afzliniste will learn tarvovgh taeir cwn cxpericncos of
the treachery of &Htalinism. A3 +hey hecons aizillueisped with the
6tallnlste, they will tuzn back %o the dLoiwl-Domocrscy {ar in the
cage o gome of the polity-bouricesinia to Foaseimu} only to the de-
gree that the Fourth Internstional ¥ ails to link itesl? to the im-
mediste demands of the massue wnile at the aame time holding before
them revolutionary perspectives corresponding to their most pro-
found deslres.
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.. L% is on the tacticel slogan of critica)l suprort of or g
United Front with the stalinigis thyt the Fourth Internstiocnal all
over the world will demencirate itg understanding of the revolution-
ary yearnings and power of the proletariat. Thieg guestion will in
many ingtances determine vhether the forces of the Fourth Interna-
tional will doom themselves to sectarian igolation f rox the magg
movement or whether they will be ablie v use not only the struggles
of the masses vut the living conflicts between political parties -
to demonstrate their claims for leadership.

Finally .the slogen of raising the Staliniets to power can only
be posed in the traditicnal eense in which Lenin and Trotsky posed
the cuestion of the Mensheviks and Social Revoluticnaries to pover,
1-6. @8 transitional to the dictatorship of the proletarint. Any
political organizabion “Wnich refuses absclutely to raise the Blo-
gan of the Stslinists to power, or ralses the slogan with illusory
salfipuerds {e.g. the 8o0izl-Democracy in France} against the danger
of thereby facilitating a bureaucratic collectiviat sooial crder, .
makes it impogsible for the party snd the vangusrd of the proletar—
iat to reap the fruits of thisg slogan and this cxperience.

- VIXI

The Fourth International
Lbe Fourth Internstional 3ince the Death of Troteky

~ The outstsnding fact about the Fourth Interrational ig that

.1t has failed to break the hold uoon the masces of the Second and

particularly, the Third Internationale. The main reason for this

was not its program or platform but the assoclintion in the mindg

of the maeses, of the Third Internaticnal with revolution, the dy-

namic successes and apparent solidity of the Rugsian state and the
- Btaliniet work in the resistance movements. Today the Fourth In--
. ternational romaing essentially what it wos st the beginning of

- the war, a small Propaganda sect. .

- The yesrs of preparaticn, hoWwever, have not beeén empty of all
results. During the wer the Fourth Internntional .maintained itg
pringciples of uncompromising resistance o all aspénts of the ip-
‘perlalist war. The European sections, in rarticulsr the French
and Belglan, were in the forefrent of the clres strugple againgt
the Nazl regime and the native bourgeoisie. They firmly maintain-
ed voth theoretical and practic=l solidarity with the German t roops.

The Workers Party in the United States confounded the baseless
and glanderous predicticng of the Bocialist'WorkerB'P&rty that their
dif*erences which led to the ‘1940 8plit reprsseuted for the WP the
rozl back to social patriotism and capitulgtion to the bourgeoisie.
The Vorkers Party wae the only political party in the United States
which 1gsued a manifento ageinat the imperinlist war when the
United 8tstes entered it in 1941.

Historica) Retrogrmssion -

The d efeate of the prolevsriat and the ris¢ of totalltarisnism
in Europe have had deep repercussions within the rsnks of the
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Fourth Internstional. The defest of Fraonce and the threst cf Hit
lerian dominaticn of Furope produced from the German section (IKD)
the theory of historical retrogression. For the IKD the decny of
bourgeois society is more disastrous for the proletariat than for
the bourgeoisie. To be historically consistent and %o justify
their theories, thay have been forced o deny the very existence

of the lzbor movement (e.g. in Frence 1545) and to introduce an
intolerable confusion between the concept of the lsbor movement and
the concept of the revolutionary vangu=rd party. They claim that
the prolet:riat has lost "the characteristics of its riee and its
formation®, and has been hurled back to the conditions of ite birth.
They write away forty years of the most intense revoltionary strug~
zles in human history and siultify the anelysis of thece yezrs by
Lenin, by the Fourth Internstionel and by Trotsky. Not Leaing them—
sdlves upon the opportunities presented to she workers by the
breakdown of bourgeois society, they substitute, for the esocialilst
revolution, conceptions of a "democratlic-politicsl revclution for
national freedom, thus confining the ideas and movement of the mas-
508 within the limitations of the bourgeoia regime. By substitu-
ting the distinction inty means of production and moeens of destruc-
tion for the traditicngl formulas of Marxiasm, they hrve played in-
to the hamlg of petty-bourgeoie moralists of all sorte and obscur-
ed the fundamental fact that means of destructicn are in real ity
the basic means of procduction mlisused by cmpitalism. They ‘have
vilified the aotivity of the Fourth International during the war,
claiming that its internsilonalism did not exist, and have thus
given comfort to our epnemies. - .

~ The Fourth International :in the United dtates split in 1940
under the impaot of the Nazi-Soviet pact upon Trotskytse indefen—
sible positicn on Russia. But the threat of totalitarian domina-
tion in Europe also brought cut retrogressicnlist ideas in the Wor—
kers Party leadership.  Instead of the theorstical dogmatiam ol
the Germans, the Workers Party lsadership mainteins a vacillating
empirioism, which is dominated, however by retrogressionist conolu-
sions and retrogressionist politios. It correctly urged partiol—-.
pation -in the resistance movementa. DBut instead of pesing the o
problem of workers poWer as the task of the proletarisn insurrection
aginst Hitlerism, i* ;osed as the fundamental task of the day the
revivad and reoonsetrucotion of the labor movement. For the theore~
tioal proof of the degensration of tho masses as.a& result of napl-
tal accumulation (IKD§, the Workers Party majority subsbtitutes the
exhaustion of the messes and their consequent inocapacity for reve-
lutionary struggle. By supplementary resolutions, coatradiotory
artioles, long perlods of silence snd tecit support of the mili-
tant retrogressive theories of the Germans, the Workers Party lea~
dership hag been unable to clarify important revolutionary orises
ag they presented themselves or oven afterwards. It has not been
able to olarify whether there was a nationel or & oivil war in
Greene or the meaning of the dual power in France or in Northern
Italy. It hes vanillated between declaring that the European re-
volution has begun and that the center of revelutionary actlon for
the world revolution has moved from Europe to the United States.

It now governs itgelf upon the theory that thers ocan be no
revolutionary situstion exoept where thers is astually in exigtence
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8 mass revoluticnary £arty, a theory which ig ip contradiction to
the whole theory and practice of Bolehevism. Governed by the idea
of the retrogrescion of the masees, it raiges the slogans of the
most demceratic constitution f or Frence ang gives tacit support 4o
Ehe slogan of the democratic Tepudlic for udvanced countries in
Urope.

Ihe Fourth International ant the World Revolution

. azi nor stalinigt domination of Burope
Jority of the sections of the Fourth International

from the correct strategic perspective of proletarian revolution in-
Europe.The Intefnaticnal, however, led by the BVP took an opportun—
ist position on the "defense! of Onina during the imperialist wa#. .
Far worse however was the sectarian refusal to recogrize the signi-
ficance of the resisiance movemants. Thus the European parties de—
prived themselves of vaiuable opportunities rfor increasing the .
stgength gnd the prestige of the Fourth International both at home
and abroad. ' :

However, in its statement of Jenuury 1846 on this guestion,

e European. Zxzecutive Oommittee of thae Fourth InYernational hag
attacked both the sectarianism of the Cennonites which refused to-
enter the natignal liberation movement and tr

onigte

The leadership of the has adopted
the position that the demand for self-determination of all nations
belongs on the revolutionary internationaliste pwogram but that it
As inseparable from the strugzle against cacitalism and for the
Bocialist United States of Europe. Thereby, it has adopted the po-
sition held consistently by the minority in the Workers Party sinoce

1943. .

Juet as ‘the threat o Eitlerisn dominaticn of Furope disorien—
ted -the IED toward the theory of historical retrogression, ao the
threat of Stalinist domination of Europe produced in the Soclallet
Workers Party a minority which, while bitterly opposing the actual
theory of retrogression, has ghown powerrul tendencles to retro—
greseive political oonoiusiéns. Thie tendency waes reinforced by
the sectarian polioy of the Fourth Internaticnal in Europé and the
8ooislist Workars Party majority -toward the national liberation
movement.

Only the minority in the Workers Party both rejected uncompro-~
mieingly the whole theory of retrogression and recognized the tac—
tical importance of the national liberation movemenis without in
any way abandening or equivocating on the strategic perspective of
proletarian revolution oreased by the class relationg in Europe
and the breakdown of the bourgeois regime.

The failure of the German proletariat to revols, the.failure
of the proletariat anywhere %o seize the power, have unlocsed a-
mong the retrogressioniste of all shades, condemnation of those
who based their polioy on the perspective of revolutions which
falled to come. The Fourth International rejeots all such eriti-
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¢iems as they have had to be rajected repsatedly in the history of
our movement. The recognition ihat revolutlionary situationg may
fail to preduce not only a succeseful out any revolution at all

has always been clearly understcod by Marxists. But Marxzism hep gl-
ways maintained an irrecencilable antagoniem against those who
point to the end resulis of & epecific revoluticnary orisis in or-
der to denounce the revolutionary poliocy advocated befcre or during
the orisis iteself. The Third International under Lenin and Troteky
dealt mercilessly with this type of criticiem. 4nd particularly

in the present sitvation is it to be rejected,for otherwise the
road is left open to treating Trotsky's abstract speculeation of a
bossible bureaucratic collectivigt soclal order as ocnorets reallty.
From this will fiow inevitably currsnts of thought that the world
revolution has falled to come, of the impotence of the proletariat,
exaggerated conclusions as te the role of the party in relation %o
the sooialiat conscicusness of the masseg and pessimiem and defeat-—
iem of all kinds. :

The Pourth International and the Russisn Question

Central to the develovment cf the Fourth International is the
position of Troteky on the Rusesian Questiin. Thig position waa
held by the majority of the -Internatiocnal all through the war. It
resulted in the shooking mieleadsrship of the Working class as to

_the motives and objective results of Btaliniet intervention in

- Burope.s The olimax came when the Fourth International sdwed the
most oriminal illusions in the minds of the mugses in Eastern EBur-

- ope at the approach of the Red Arny. Thip policy flowas neilther

. from the sterility nor the gsonfusion of the Fourth International,’
in Europe or in America; but-is the direct and inescapable resulf
of ‘the attempt to apply an untenable politiegl line based upon- the
theories of Trotsky. _ - ~ .

Today, when the imperialist aims of Stalinist Ruasia are pa~
tent to the whole world, the Fourth International contimues to ‘
preach end base policy upon the thecsry that 3talinist Ruceia is n
degenerated ‘workers state to be defended by the working olasa. In
an effort to defend its indefeneiblé stand that the Stalinist bur~

~ eaucrscy oould not survive the rigors of war, the 8Socialist Work-
ers Party has been driven to the ridiculous position that the im—
perialist war is not yet at an.end. TFor the same reasons, it dis-
orients the working nlass and confuses its own position with that
of the Stalinists by emphasizing that the expansion of Boviet Rus-
Bia is due to the necessitits of self-defenge. By this meane, it
can do nothin. else but strengthen Staliniem in Russia weaken the
critioal elementa in the Btalinist and other worklng oiaes partiece
handicap iteelf in 'its attacks upon Stalinisml grievouely-diaorie1%
the concept of & workers state and assooiate the Marxist dootrine
with the defense of totalitarianism. The persistence In this in-
defendible doctrine has undermined and will continue te undermina
the political andorganizational strength of the Fourth Internatioml.

By its stend againgt the detense of Russia in the lmperleliat
war, the Workers Party distinguished itself as the only party in
the Pourth International whioch elearly and coneistently warned ithe
magees well in advance against the dangers of S8talinism and the

Red Ammy. .
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However, despite the ocorreetness of this position, the Workers
Party hes been unable to win adherents in the Fourth Internationsl
beoause among other historisal reasona, it hae hed no theoretiomlly
sound basis for its dereatipt position and to this day is unable °
to find one. - In Ooctoyer, 1941, it proolaimed Russie to be & bur-
eaucratic collectiviet B%&te, a part of the colleoctliviaet opooh of
human coclety. It left open the poseibility of a defensist pogl-
tion on Ruseias in the event that Ruesia wae attacked by ocapitaliem.
¥When Hitler attacked Russia, the Workers Party continued i%e de—
featist policy on the ground that Ruseia was & subordinate psrtner
of Arerican and British imperialiem. This emplricimm was soon lefs
without a base by the development of events whion demonctrated that
8talinist Russla was playing no subsrdinate role.

Today, the WorkersParty wavers between the conceptiors that
the Russian state ig equally reasctionary with capitalism, & slave
8tate worse than democratic capitseliem, and the conception that
Ruesia ip a part of the collectivist epoch of human soociety. It

- now experiments with the ldea of & bureauscratioc collectivist epoch-
for the whole world which expresses 1teelf most clearly in the po-
litical attitude to the 6taliniet parties in Europe and Asia.

_ The minority in the Workers Party has taken the position that
Rugseia ig a capitelist state gubjected to the fundamental contra-
-dictions, of capltalist produstion. °It has always based its defea-
tigt poliay for Rugsia 'upon the economic structure of the Russian

- gtate. ) ) - - .

"

International Conference

in the light of the abbve, the WP proposes to the Fourth In-
ternational -~ - : ‘ ) ,

) That an interhational:conferencg be immediately prepafed, who§§ 
main tesks would be: : : e R

a) . The unification of all Fourth International groups whioh
stand on tke principles of the Fourth International.

b)' A re—examination .of the Russian Question.
" ¢) A reaffirmation of the Marxian analyeis of our epoch &g

a conflioct between proletarian power snd the degeneratim -
of soclety into barbarism.

Jd. R. Johneon
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